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L TT·RS TO TH I TOR 

Lithuanian Jews in Italy 
Write to Landsleit Societies 

in South Africa 
Sir,-We, the t·emnants of Lithu

anian Jewry, now in Italy, on the 
way to Palestine, send you our 
brothers and sisters, warm regards 
from the handful of people who sur
vived the attacks by Nazi and Lithu
anian murderers. Mr. Max Spitz, 
representative of the Jewish War 
Appeal in South Africa, has con
veyed to us greetings from you; and 
we, Lithuanian Jews, are proud of 
your extraordinary achievements in 
helping that unfortunate orphan, the 
remnant of Jewry in Europe, and of 
your contribution to our national 
home in Palestine. 

We also had regat·ds ft·om you 
through Rabbi Israel Halberstam, of 
Palestine, who visited you recently. 
Throughout the world, he told us, 
there were no finer type of Jews 
than the Lithuanian Jews in South 
Africa. They were g'l'eatly inter
ested, he said, in the fate of those 
who had been rescued. 

We, who hail from various towns 
·and village from Lithuania, number 
about 500 souls in Italy. We . hould, 
ther fore, like to remind you that 
we are in need of aid, becau~e the 
support which we get from relief 
organL aiions is quite insufficient. 

We should, therefore, like t..o ask 
you to help us, firstly, during the 
time we are forced to f'.tay in Italy 
and, f'.econdly, to create a fund for 
out rehabilitation in Pale tine. Th1s 
fund must be devoted. first and fore
most, to housing. By building homes 
for us, you will also help to f'>olve 
the g neral housing problem in Pal
estine. We should lil·e to ask all 
the Land"leit societies who wish to 
help us that they should contact u..; 
direct, becau~e during· the 10 monthR 
that we were in Italy, we did not 
get any direct r lief from South 
Africa. 

We hope that your reply Lo our 
call will come very f'.oon. 

Y om·s incerely, 

Committee of the Or a 1isation 
of Lithuanian JewiRh Refugee"3 

Addres : 

in Italy. 
LEIB GARFUNKEL. 
ISRAEL LEIBENSON. 
JACOB RABINOWITZ. 

Via es[lre Balbo 33, 
Roma, Italy. 

"Rich Men's Clubs" 
Sir,-Prof. Baron mentioned in 

one of his recent lectures at the 
Cot'onation Hall that many congre
gations were run by wealthy men 
and were developing into ''Rich 
Men's Club~." It is to be sincerely 
t•egretiecl that Johannesburg is now 
providing an example of this develop
ment. The Council of the "United 
Jewish Reform Congregation of 
Johannesburg" has seen fit to in
creac:;e the membershi1) fees as fol
lows: Married couples, £16 16s.; 
single men, £10 lOs.; single women, 
£6 6s. However. it is added that 
"In accordance with its po\i.cy that 
no person should be debarred from 
men'.bership purely on grounds of 
finance, any application fo1· reduc
tion wl\\ \ e sympathetica lly and most 
confidcnta1\y considered." 

One can safely asum e that many 
member~ of that Congregation will 
not feel inclined to make u se of this 
sort of charity offered, especially 

when they were obliged on previous 
occasions to ask for a reduction in 
their subscription. Therefore, they 
will either be forced· to pay up or to 
resign. The above fees are beyond 
the means of the average middle
class citizen and this element will be 
excluded f1·om active participation 
in worship on the High Holidays, 
or making use of the valuable cul
tural institutions started by the 
Congregation. Consequently, by 
confining its services to the finan
cially more fortunate section of the 
community only, the Council is be
having in a most undemocratic man
ner. Have they forgotten so quickly 
that the war just ended was fought 
for the 4 Freedoms of the Atlantic 
Charter, one of which is "Freedom 
of Worship"? Don't they realise 
that old people and ex-soldiers will 
not be in a po ition to remain mem
bers of the Congregation unle~s they 
want to aRk for the abovementioned 
charity which so often in the past 
ntailed bargaining! 

United Jewish Reform Congrega
tion of Johannesburg, turn back be
fot·e it is too late! Finance your 
activities by reasonable membership 
fees and voluntary subscriptions by 
those who can afford it, thus allow
ing the adherents of Reform Juda
ism to worship on a truly democratic 
basi· nnd in the best of Jewish tra
ditions. We Jews, to-day, ar faced 
with such heavy problems and fight
ing an up-hill fight for survival. Do 
your share by throwing open the 
gates of your Temple to everybody 
RO that all who wish may find the 
spiritual strength to carry on the 
fight for ,r udaism and the Jewish 
nation! 

Yours, etc., 
Ex-SOLDIER AND DEMOCRAT. 

Johannesburg. 

More About the Wager 
Sir,-In reply to the wageL by 

"Curious" that he is the only person 
in South Africa who h2s heard ora
tions by Tom Mann and Zvi Masli
ansky, I ·wish to state that I had the 
privilege of being present at a lecture 
delivered by Masliansky in one of the 
large synagogues in Lodz, Poland. 
The occasion was an eventful one, and 
had rather sensational consequences. 

The fame ·of that orator has gone 
before him; the shool was packed, and 
with difficulty I squeezed myself next 
to the door. Many remained outside, 
straining their ears to catch some of 
his words. In such circumstant-es I 
could not hear the whole lecture, and 
being then a mere Barmitzvah boy, I 
scarcely grasped its real significance. 
Still, I remember the deep impression 
he made on the audience. 

There ·were apparently a few 
strong-minded people who were in
censed against him. Being religi-Dus 
fanatics, his modern ideas weT~ too 
much for them, or the well-established 
Htone-givers" of the Jewish commun
ity felt rather shaken in their honour 
by his fiery words awakening the 
national feeling of the masses, they 
denounced him to the police as a revo
lutionary agitator, and he was ar
rested the next d2y. 

This was the beginning of thE:: S.o
cia1istic revolutionary movement 
against the Czarist regime. Lodz, an 
imlustrial centre 'vith tens of thou
f,ands of workers, was seething with 
unrest and strikes. The gendarmes 
(the political police) were very vigi-
knt in 1.odz. Only when the Ch.ef 

Rabbi, E. Ch. Maizel, assured the 
head of the gendarme that Maslian
sky had nothing to do with Russian 
politics was he released. 

As far as I remember, he never 
spoke in Lodz again. The story of his 
arrest and release is related by Mas
liansky in his Memoirs. 

Yours, etc., 
E. STEIN. 

Worcester. 

Sir,-! would like to inform 
"Curious" that in 1894 I was Chair
man of the Liverpool Branch of the 
Croveoi Zion: Maslianski who was 
on his way to America embarked at 
Liverpool, he was my gue«t and at 
my invitation delive1·ed an address 
to Livet·pool Jewry at the Oddfel
lows Hall, St. Anne Street. I was 
the chairman at that meeting. 

I have never heard Mr. Mann. 
I am now in my 82nd year; I was 

a member of the Federation in 1902 
when the late Mr. S. Goldreich was 
head of the Zionist Movement in 
South Africa. 

Yours, etc., 

27 Burns Street, 
Collbyn, Pretoria. 

M. ROSENBERG. 

Sir,-I am certain there are quit .. 
number of people, besides ''Cm iou. ," 
in this country who have heard l\Ia -
Jansky and Tom Mann. 

The latter was in South Africa 
about 22 years ago, and I heard him 
address a meeting at the Strand. With 
him on the platform were Messrs. 
Kentridge and A. Z. Berman. 

l\Iaslansky I heard at the Syna
gogue at Memel. I believe he was 
then on his way to America. 

"Curious" calls these two men philo
sophers. Both were fiery and power
ful speakers, but I am not a• ·are that 
they excelled in philosophy. 

Yours, etc., 

S. MILLNER. 
Kimberley. 

Disappointed with Pretoria 
Meeting 

Sir,-I attended Professor Baron's 
excellent lecture in PretoTia on Sun
day evening, one day after our 
leaders in Palestine had been out
rageously anested. I was bewil
dered that during the evening not a 
single word was said of the crisis in 
Eretz Israel. Despite the fact that 
the subject of the evening was aca
demic, the heavy hearts of the 
audience would have welcomed some 
sign of respect to our beleaguered 
people. 

The chairman made a grave 
blunder. My personal feelings, for 
one, cry out against this coldness. 
When will we become a normal 
people? 

Thank God in Eretz Israel, Jews 
behave as an outraged people nor
mally does. 

Y OUl'S, etc., 
MAURICE GOLDMAN. 

251 Cross Street, 
Pretoria. 

Hatikvah Not Sung at 
Concert 

Sir,-1 was one of the audience at 
the concert which took place at the 
Selborne Hall Tuesday a week ago, 
and which was organised by the New 
Jewish Musical Institute. The object 
of my letter is not to discuss the 
merits of the performances at this 
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concert. One may say that Johannes
burg Jewish audiences are very 
charitable, especially when it comes to 
performances of children (between 
the ages of 10 and 15). 

The object of my letter is to pro
test against the unheard-of action by 
the organisers of this concert not 
to allow the playing of the Hatikvah 
at the end of the performance. When 
one considers that one of the items 
on the programme was a Je\.,vish choir 
consisting \\'holly of children from 
the local J e\ ·ish Orphanage, which 
choir was conducted by Mr. Tabach
nick, one is more than surprised that 
such an attitude has been adopted 
and, in fact, many memb - the 
audience expressed their disgust after 
the concert that this new musical 
institute has already been swayed by 
the prejudices of our so-called local 
Left cultural ti-Zionisis. 

In one instance one can and must 
react, and that is that the committee 
of the Jewish Orphanage should in 
future prohibit the appearance of the 
Orphanage children at any concert at 
which the Hatikvah is not ·welcome. 

Yours, etc., 

JOHANNESBURG JEW. 

Johannesburg. 

Mrs. Milly Furman, Chairman of 
the Ort-Oze, accompanied by Mrs. 
Feldman, addressed a large gather
ing of the Benoni Branch of the 
Union of Jewish Women at the home 
of Mrs. Anolik, when it was decided 
to form a branch of the Ort-Oze 
under the auspices of the Union of 
Jewish Women. 
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