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be on the alert, and Kielce nright now 
be the safest of all Polish provincial 
towns! It is a grim calculation. but 
the will to live has no bounds. 

Asked To 

Change Names 

Impressions of a Recent Visit Overseas 

That in why a new Jewish com­
mittee ha.s now been formed in Kielce 
to replace the Chairman Dr. Kahaha 
and the other members who had been 
slaughtered in cold blood. The people 
continue to live, and with the nor­
malisation of economic life they find 
employment. Ma.ny of the big con­
cerns a1·e now Government-controlled 
and there is no discrimination what­
soever in the employment of Jews. 
On the contrary, their energy, experi­
ence and training are very much in 
demand. In many cases, however, 
employees in key positions are asked 
11for their own sake" to change their 
names. Also this dobry 1uyglad (g~od 
looks), to which I referred last week, 
is a very good recommendation for 
good posts. On the whole, the people 
find employment and many others are 
doing brisk business. Some have 
even become rich a.s a result of the 
inflation. In many instances the nfw 
wealth is expressed in paper money. 

EVERY Jew from Poland, irrespec-
tive of party affiliation, pays 

tribute to the honest determination 
oi the Polish Government to root 
out anti-Semitism. The Government 
knows full well tha.t Jew-baiting is 
om• e:f the weapons of the most reac­
tionary elements in the country. It 
may well be assumed and hoped that 
following the elections, and the con­
sequent stabilisati-on of the Govern­
ment organs, attacks on Jews will be 
considerably reduced, although no­
body know:-3 how long it will take to 
wipe out the lJT dergrouncl terrorist 
kmds. 

These terro ist bands assassinate 
Government officials as well as Jews, 
and whenever there is a victim among 
the Jews he described as "a mar­
tyr on the a liar of the new Progres­
sive Poland." Those who are opposed 
to the emigra.tion of Jews from Po­
land go to the extent of taking pride 
in the fact that Jews are staying on, 
to fight it out, in order "to lead w a 
better world." The others say, "No, 
thank you! We have made plenty of 
• acrifices for the new Europ , as well 
as for the new Poland. The life of the 
1 emnant is far too precious to us. 

he world, the new free world owes 
us a lot; we owe the :vorld nothing; 
we paid all ou1· debts to humanity for 
the next ten generations." 

They Didn't 

Think It Funny 
Furthermore, the suppression of 

physical attacks on Jews does not do 
2.w~.y with the hatred which is still 
ram11ant amongst the population. The 
slaughter at Kielce was not carried 
out only by Fascist bands. The popu­
lace~ including worker~, took pa.rt in 
the massacre. A "shaliach" who was 
l'ecently in Poland told me that in the 
tram he had witnessed the following 
incident: A Polish woman was hold­
ing a baby. The child burst out crying 
and disturbed the passengers. Tho 
mother tried to stop it and said, in all 
seriousness: "If you don't keep quiet, 
I'll hand you over to the Jews." The 
passengers all heard it and didn't 
even think it funny. 

A man who lived through the Nazi 
occupation of Poland described how 
dut·ing the occupation he ha,d gone to 
a peasant to ask for shelter. The 
p€asant was known to be a dealel' r•n 
the black market. He tried to per­
suade the peasant that in return fvr 
pDyment he should offer him a hid­
it;g place in his house. He said: "tf 
the Germans catch you dealing on the 
black market they will shoot you 
without trial. If you let us stay we 
wm nake it worth your while so thl:!t 
you will not even have to engage in 
ililci t trade." 

Thf' peasant said: "Oh, well, I am 
n ·1t worried. If they catch me selling 
a pig- illegally and shoot me for it .. 
that'll be hard luck. But if they 
catch me sheltering Jews, not only 
vrill I suffer, but there will remain a 
black spot ·on my family for .~<>net".'.­
tions to come." 

These small episodes are consid­
ered typical of the spirit of the 

By C. Gershater 

people. It does not always come to 
the surface, because they are a:frc.ud 
to voice a.nti-Semitic feeHngs. Thc1·e 
are no anti-Semitic newspapers in 
Poland to-day. Yet even in the press 
there is an occasional outburst ' f a 
poisonous remark. For example: 
Early in December there a.ppeared in 
the Socialist organ "Kurier P.opu­
lat·ny,'' an article entitled "On the 
EYe of the Elections." The article was 
written by Henrik W achowicz, mem­
ber of the executive committee of the 
Socialist party "P.P.S." He said tha.t 
t1tP war vf Polish Democracy must be 
dir1!cted not only against the Polish 
('at'Italist, but also against th "Ziv­
nist merchant and speculator." Zio­
J ewish papers reacted sharply to this 
remark and a couple of days later 
"Kuri r Popularny" published a 
second article in which it asked vho 
p;av the Jews "the right to inten·ent 
in the internal affairs of the Pnlish 
Sociali t party.'' 

Skeleton In 

A Glass Case 
On the other hand, it should be 

noted that "Robotnik," the main or­
gan of the Polish Socialist pa.rty 1 car­
nes on a relentless fight against anti­
Semitism. Wachowicz is, however, 
known as an anti-Semite. The Gov­
ernment organ "Rzeczpospolita" is 
similarly out to expose every sign of 
anti-Semitic activity. In a copy of the 
paper which I saw in Basle they pub­
lished a complaint from a 1·t!ader 
about something that he sa,w in a 
church at Lenczicz, a town between 
Lodz and Kutno. Inside the church 
th~re was a glass case displaying a 
skeJeton of a child. N en to it w~.s a 
description saying that the child was 
kidnapp.ed in 1639 "at the instigation 
of Jews" and that later his body, full 
of wounds, was found in a forest. 
Next to the inscription was a picture 
of a group of Jews wrapped in 
taleisim holding dripping knives in 
their hands. The paper was horrified 
at this report. 

I discussed the matter with some 
Polish Jews. A friend from Germany 
who was present remarked that such 
a thing could not possibly happen to­
day in Germany or in Austria; not 
because Streicher has remained heir­
less, but because a clergyman would 
end~nger his life by disp.laying such 
a piece of obscenity in his church. He 
would immedia.tely be apprehended 
and brought bef'Ore a Denazification 
Court. How then could it happen in 
Poland? ~he answer is that for po~ 
litical reasons a great de~.l of toler­
ance is being shown in Poland to the 
Catholic Church. That is why the no­
torious Cardinal who had justified the 
Kielce pogrom went off scot-free. 

Human Mathematics 
Nevertheless, it should not be sup­

posed that the Jews all'e in daily fear 

of their lives. On the contrary, there 
seems to be a tendency towards sta­
bilisation. People who had under­
gone the Nazi regime are not too 
easily frightened. P'Olish Jews were 
in any case h2.rdened to the anti­
Semitic feeling of the population. To­
day they have the advantage of 
kno\\-ing that the Government, 1f not 
the minor security officials, is intent 
on protecting them. Thus, it is 
pointed out that in Kielce where 50 
Jews out of a pop.'Jle.tion of 120 we.re 
killed in the terrible massacre last 
July, there are now again 100 Jews. 
Truly a stiff-necked people! The c 1-
culation is as follows: seeing that the 
Chief of Police and others responsible 
were duly punished by the authorities, 
the security forces in Kielce will now 
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A LUXURY 6 WE'EKS HOLIDAY I 
Only 5 Days Occupied In Travelling 
,............. .............................................. .. 

* 10 clear days in LONDON 

* 5 
" 

,, , BRUSSELS 

* 5 
" " " 

PARIS 

* 5 
" " 

,, ROME 

* 5 
" 

, , CAIRO 

The rest of the time is spent in Luxury Hotels and glamorous rest 
houses-sightseeing under the guidance of experts-river trips up 
the mighty Zambesi-tours to the Battlefields of North Africa and 
France. Route follows the Nile from its source at Lake Victoria 

and leaves Johannesburg April 17th. 

Special arrangements can be made for a longer stay in any particu­
lar place, rejoining the main party at any other prearranged point. 

All Hotel Accommodation, Guides, Taxis, Trips to 
Points of Interests are included at No Extra Cost. 
Total Price for the Complete 6 Weeks' Tour £585 

Mercury Aviatio,n Services (Pty) Ltd. 
Sanfam Building, Loveday Street, Johannesburg 

Phone 33-5696/7 Telegraphic Address: "AIRTREK" 

Chief Booking Agents: 

TRUST TRAVEL BUREAU (PTY) Ltd. 
Trust Buildings, Cor. Fox & Loveday Streets, Box 155, Johannesburg 
Ph:.nes 33-3414, 33~3417, 33-7495, 33-9313. Tel. Add.: "SPHINX" 


