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I T has been an amazing c ·peri­
ence to find, after foUl te"n 

yeaTs spent in the mi<bt of Pale-:-­
tine's musical life, that the mu. tc 
which strikes me as the most 
authentically "Palestinian" ha 
b en written in London. Shula 
Doniach's ''Voices of Jerusalem", 
the fruit of her two-years' visit 
to Palestine, is a work that ladi­
ates the unmistakable atmosphcr 
of the Palestinian landscape and 
a good deal of the spir_it of ~ts 
new life. And it contams qmtc 
a few grains of that "something", 
undefinable but pr cious enough, 
for which we in Eretz Israel­
composers and critics alil~e-hav" 
been groping and workmg for 
some time now: namely, the ele­
ments of a new and g nuine Pa­
lestinian musical style. 

f what sort will that music he? 

Birth of a Sty 
~o definite answe>r can, of 

course, be given to this qu ;:,tion. 
But we can predict and, to, a cer­
tain e. tent, influence th" cour c 
of its d vclopm nt. U nlil·c the 
other and more ohviOl ~ lY arti­
culate form of the rishn ·'s elf­
c ·1n·c;,;sion, th IIeh" w l~ 11 ··u<WP, 
a future "lie r w'' music c~nn0t 
build upon the r ndy m l mr ·ni­
fice>nt h .. itagf' of t-11 wl. ton~u . 
\ ·hich had on] • to lw ta.·<'n mto 
the hands of a ommitV>e of 
language .·pr1 ts to hrrom t_lH' 
malleable inst n: ment of ~he da1l,Y 
lift' of the ·i huv. H< thcr has 1t 
to tackl similar n ·ohl< n1 t_o thoc:c 
with which awhitectltJ' lS cm~­
frmlt <1 in Pal ::;lin . 'l'hc · rcht-
t d mHl th composer (I mt1intain, 
hy th va., that m 1 ic and ar­
rl it ctu ·e ar th mo t t los ly 
r lat d of all the ~ rt ) hav lo 
adnpt the imnwnse t1 t dition and 
mat >rial ln·ought ovc1· from 
•Ju1·opc to the utt('rly cliff 1 en 

world of the Middle ~ac;t. 
The ultimate goal i, a synthesis 

of East ant! We t in which \P'cly 
"the twain shall m et" and v n 
he fus d into an organic . tyle. 
There can hardly be any tloubt 
that the gren.ter part of thi~. pro­
cess will take place automatically 
in the course of many genera­
tions. Th atmosphere and the 
climate of the country, on the 
one hand, and our material a_ml 
intellectual involvements '•1th 
the \Vest, on the .other,. arc hound 
to inte1act and mt rm1x, accor -
ing to the law of natural needs 
and available substance.. nut 
there is al o a margin of C011-

scious interfer n e and dir ction. 
\Vrong beginning macl now may 
1 ad to m·chitectur, 1 chao· for 
countless future g<'nerations, and 
to a musical f,tyl ypical of 
everything hut the. c:ou~1t~v and 
th people who"e spn1t 1t 1s sup­
po<:;cd to c.~pre . 

"Mediterranean" 
I is for thi ·mson that a 
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"s hool'' has com, into h ing· 'in 
Palestine-1\Ta · Bro<l mHl tlw 
present writer arc i.t~ init~ators 
-which aims at g L tmg ncl of 
all our superfluous nn~ ical .bag­
gage. Too m:my mgr hen~s 
f ·om the Slavonic spher , tlm; 
school suggests, are used in the 
hulk of our musical production. 
The thematic and rhythmical 
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them Ukrainian. The beauty, 
familiarity and no;:,talgic quality 
of this music. are readily ad­
mitted, but it is maintained that, 
if there is no "plllge'' to-day, 
Palestine's music of 2048 will be 
far more Tepresentative of the 
countries of origin of the ma­
jority of its present population 
rather than the real chaTacter of 
the country itself and of the nc 
life created there. 

\Vhat is recommended instead 
is a conscious leaning towa d 
what must be call d, for want of 
a better term, a Mediterranean 
Style; that is to say, a ''musical 
realisation" of the country's geo­
graphical position by means of 
a thinning out of the accompani­
ment, a stress of the melodic 
types of the Oriental and Se­
phardic .T ews, and a use of lhe 
Proven<;al and Spani ·h herita e 
of l'hythm (ther" is an interet­
i ng ~ffinity bet v-ce>n SpanLh and 
A ra hie mu ic) . The e should be 
comLinecl with <'lcm 1ts of our 
synagogal tradition and u ed 
with full rcalb:mtion of the de\ 
lopm nts of mod rn in 
Europe and merica. 

1 'Voices of Jerusalem" 
Thi 


