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Gerald Cassen 
Broadcasts 
From New York 

THE many friends of Gerald 
Cassen in South Africa will 

be pleased to learn that he gave his 
first public performance in Ame
rica a ftntnight ago when he broad
ca ·t from Radio W.E.V.D., the 
largest Jewish station in New 
York. He sang a number of ope
ratic arias and songs in English, 
accompani d by the studio orches
tra. 1\lr. Cassen has now con
cl ud d an angements to broadcast 
O\ er other leading .American rarlio 
n t\ 'Orks all(! will soon appear on 
the concert platform. 

Gerald Cass<.>n left this country 
a few months ago and was recog
ni ed as one of the leading bari
tones in South Africa. 

In a letter to the "Zionist He
cord" from New York, Mr. Cassen 
tells us that the " ·eal musical 
, ea ·on" takes place during winter. 
Despite these seasonal inclinations, 
there is still a wealth of musical 
and other cultural activities in the 
city, if we cinema bred and fed 
columnists are to judge from the 
details in Mr. Gassen's letter. 

"The greatest musical treat i 
have had so far in America," 
writes Gerald Cassen, "was a per
formance by Ella Goldstein in the 
Cargenie Hall. She has improved 
tremendouslv since I heard her in 
Johannesburg a few years ago, 
and in my opinion she is in world 
class to-day. Judging by the 1·e
ception she got from a critical 
audience and press, a lot of other 
people share my view. 

Palestinian Music 
"I went to a concert recently 

which was devoted exclusively to 
the works of contemporary Pales
tinian composers. Included in the 
p;rogra~me was a strange anil stir
rmg smte by N achum Nardi for 
solo voice, chorus and orchestra. 
This concert also took place in the 
crowded Carnegie Hall, and served 
as an incontrovertible example of 
the power of Israel's musical 
creativeness." 

Mr. Ca sen also writes of other 
concerts he attended and of a per
formance of "The Golem" by the 
Habimah Players, w h i c h de
servedly received Hrave notices" 
from many New York papers. 

Names In 
Israel 

A PERTINENT query is raised 
in a letter to the editor in 

the "London Jewish Chronicle" . 

The correspondent writes: 

Elated at the miraculous re
birth of Israel's Statehoodt one's 
sense of harmony is ditsurbed by 
the fact that only three members 
out of thirteen forming the Ca
binet are known by purely He
brew names. Has not the time 
come for Jews to abandon not 
only the lands of their dispersion, 
but also to discard the odd-sound
ing, pagan names first imposed 
upon them by malevolent Chris
tian officials, and then gleefully 
adopted by the sons and daughters 
of Israel in a vainglorious en
deavour to become that which they 
possibly could not be? By what 
reasoning can Jews living in Eretz 
Yisrael, and, moreover, J~ws who 
are member of the first Jewish 
Cabinet, justify the perpetuation 
of such names as Fritz, Felix, 
Hernst in, Gru nbaum, or Rosen
hlueth? How distinctive, beauti
ful and harmonious would a 
Jewish Cabinet appear harl.all its 
members volutarily cast off their 
G rmanis and pagan names and 
adopted Hel1l·ew ones instead! 
'Vhy, it \ ould be like an inter
rupted chapter added to the 
ancient Book of Kings! 

South African Actor 
" Dl!..ST T'l'F.; th difficult li\'ing 

onditions in London, th l'C is 
a steadily 1·ising influ. of ~ oung 
drama students, who com in 
search of training, which unfor
tunately is not available to them 

Simon Freeman 

in this country," said Simon Free
man, a young South African actor 
who has recently returned from 
London. 

He went over to London for the 
first time in 1938. 

"I attended the Royal Academy 
of Dramatic Art and studied 
speech training under Elsie 
Fogarty," he told me. While 
studying he also worked with the 
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