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Task Of New Commission 
THE United Nations Assembly concluded its deliberations on the Pal

estine issue with a resolution which is vague and capable of many 
interpretations. On the one hand, the main features of the Bernadotte 
plan have been eliminated, but on th)a other hand the terms of reference 
of the new Conciliation Commission are such that they might usher 
in a new period of uncertainty. 

While the United Kingdom has not succeedt,ed in its plan to stifle 
the State of Israel and reduce its sovereignty in many areas, Israel 
has also not succeeded in obtaining a specific ruling on th'e inviolability 
of the partition resolution. The powers of the new Commission are 
flexible and this may well lead to a repetition of the history of th~ 
U.N. Commission and to a new edition of the Mediator's Report which 
proved so futile. · 

The Arabs and their friends have hteen playing for time all along. 
They have learnt, to their sorrow, that even that did not help them. 
Yet they know that an indefinite truce is a heavy strain on th\2 Govern
ment and people of Israel. It would be inhuman to expect the victim 
of aggr4ession to remain patient and to go on waiting until Egypt, haq, 
Lebanon or any other Arab state begins to see reason. 

If the Conciliation Commission is to be a suc~ss, it will hav to 
realise once and for all that it is not called upon to settle the fate 
of Palestine. This is now well settled. Their task is to bring about 
negotiations for an armistice and for a ~ermanent peace. The sooner 
they do that the greater will be their success. Any new attempt at 
tamp ring with the borders of Israel, and with the sovereignty of its 
goV)ernment is bound 'to lead to bloodshed, and may kill any chance 
which the United Nations might have had of taking the credit for the 
settlement of a grave international dispute. 

There is a welcom indication that the United Kingdom, which, during 
tile past year, was one of the main obstacles to the attainment of 
peace, is beginning to realise that Israel has come to stay and that 
it is no use trying to halt its progress. This new trend in British policy 
is of great importance. Palestine commissions do not work in a vacuum. 
They are animated by t~e general set-up of the Middle East and are 
not infrequently influ •need by the intrigues of power politics. It will, 
therefore, help the work of conciliation if the Briti:h repre'S€ntativest 
in the Near East realise that they have been defeated and that they 
cannot continue with their policy of trying to break the State of Israel. 

The latest qevelopments in Transjordan have helped to explode an 
old British myth about the "unity" of the Moslems and their Arab 
League. For many years they have been trying to persuade the world 
that the Arab Leagu)e was an institution pervaded by holy idealism 
and that its sole object in interfering with the affairs of Palestine 
wac: to prot~ct the rights of the local Arabs. What has transpired 
durir,6 the b ,t few months is that each Arab state is set on gath\ering 
the spoils and enlarging its own territory. The exposure of the fiction 
of the Arab front should help the commission greatly. Henceforth, the 
commission will not have to deal with a mystical "Arab League", but 
with a list of governments. Once and for all it will become clear who 
was the aggressor and who was tl\le victim. 

1HE LATE MISS MARY KUPER 

THE community has suffered a 
grave loss in the death of Miss 

Mary Kuper, who passed away in 
Johannesburg this week, after hav
ing been ill fo1· two months. 

Miss Kuper was in charge of the 
Legal Aid Bureau and devoted her
self completely to her work, display
ing, even at the most exacting times, 
her overwhelming tolerance and 
great gift of sympathy. She became 
a true friend of the endless stream 
of people who, year after year, came 
to her seeking a way out of their 
difficulties. 

Her task was not an easy one, but 
she never wavered in her resolve to 
assist those who were the victims of 
either misfortune or folly. She knew 
not the meaning of self-gain, nor the 
rashness of ill-humour. Life's re
ward for her lay in the alleviation of 
the distress of others. 

Despite her constant contact with 
human suffering she never became 
hardened, or ever failed to treat each 

and every case she encountered on its I 
true and individual merits. 

She was born in Port Elizabeth in 
1902, and belonged to a family which 
has made a distinguished contribu
tion to the social and cultural life of 
this country. Her father, the late 
Reb Moshe Kuper, and her grand
father, Reb Chaim Kupe1·, were pio
neers of orthodox Jewry in South Af
rica. She was the sister of Mrs. M. 
Spitz, Mr. S. M. Kuper and Mr. Leo 
Kuper, who has recently returned 
from America where he was engaged 
in sociological research. 

Mary Kupe1· took her L.L.B. at the 
Witwatersrand University in 1929, 
and ~oon afterwards was admitted to 
the Johannesburg Side Bar. She 
later joined the Legal Aid Bureau, 
and played an important part in ex
tending the scope and activities of 
that body. The sincerity and devotion 
with which she approached her work 
served to win the wholehearted co
operation and respect of the numer
ous court officials and legal figures 
she dealt with in the course of her 
duties. J .B. 

st61 'Lt us:a:ws:oaa ·xvaUI.i •aao::>aa .tSL'iOJZ 

Plan For Supreme. Religio 
Authority Opposed 

S-tatement by Reform Rabbi 
TORONTO.-"The State of Israel 

cannot become a seat of world-wide 
religious authority," Rabbi Abraham 
L. Feinberg stated here at a public 
dinner last week. 

The statement by Rabbi Feinberg 
came as a reply to the Rabbinical 1 

Council of America which announced 
recently that it would seek recogni
tion of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel 
as the supreme religious authority 
for all Jews. 

Indicating that such a move \Vould 
be resisted by Liberal Judaism, Rabbi 
Feinberg said: "Jews in every land 
have the right and duty to fashion 
Judaism on the background of their 
own environment, with a maximal tie 
to tradition. Liberal J udaism labours 

with fa!th that the Jewish 
tu2.l gemus can function 
earth, however consci 
of rootage in ancient 
reliance on to-day's Israeli 
-(J.T.A.) 

Samuel Goldwyn Receives 
From United Jewish 

NEW YORK, W cwu::maY.-111 
1948 "Humanitarian of the 
award of the United Jewish 
has been presented to Samuel 
wyn, the noted motion picture 
ducer. Goldwyn headed the 
dollar campaign of the 
ish Welfare Fund of Los 
-J.T.A. 

Ne'w Building For Hebrew 

THE S.A. Board of Jewish Education has just acquired a 
building, situated at No. 2 South Street, Yeoville (corner 

Road) which wil1 house its Seminary for Hebrew Teacher c:mrl 
as from the beginning oi the 1949 academic year. 

To-day the Seminary is the only institution in South Africa for. 
Jewish studies and con 'sts of the following departments: (1) uaurnn:t.imn d 
Hebrew Nursery School Teaching (three years' course); (2) tra' 
Hebrew Teachers (four years' course); (3) training of MinisterS 
Rabbis (details on application). . . . 

Diplomas granted to graduates and bursar1es available. TUJ 
the Seminary is free. All those interested in the course offered 
Seminary are requested to apply to the Secretary, S.A. Board of 
Education, P.O. Box 2942, Johannesburg. · 

The new premises, in addition to its spacious lecture rooms,, a 
lovely environs which border on the grounds of the ~hief Rabb.1 Dr 
Landau Educational Centre. The S.A. Board of Jew1sh Education IS 
to-day the owner of the complete block of eight acres facing , ...... --·· .. -.. 
Terrace, Harrow Road and South Street, Yeoville. 

------t.L'.'"VCj 

Berlinski's Composition 
Cleveland~ 

Symphony 
Orchestra 

NEW YORK, Wednesday. 

The first performance of the sym
phonic work "Kenaan" by Jacques 
Berlin ski, the Jewish composer who 
is now in South Africa, was given by 
the Cleveland Symphony Orchestra 
]ast week under the baton of George 
SzelJ. 

-This work was awarded the first 
prize in a recent music contest or
ganised by the National Jewish 
Music Council of America. Al
together more than 100 entries from 
all over the world were submitted to 
the judges who included among their 
number Leonard Bernstein, and Curt 
Sachs, professor of music at the 
New York University. J ACQUE BERLIN Kl 


