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The Ride of the Valkyries from “"Die Walkure” , . tres e Wm”
(German Composers Borm at Leipsiec, Germany, l:y 22, 18134 ) | ,

| Died at Vemnice, Italy, February 13, 1883) r s
Die Walkure is the second and um muhr of the four W m Ly

comprise Wagner's colossal "Ring of the llbohicn." l'lfil based upon nl ancient

Norse legend and takes its name from the nine Valkyries who m MH‘I of

Woton, the All-Father among the Gods, and lrdt. the hrth-ﬂodﬂul of Wisdom.

Wearing shining helmets amnd earrying flashing spears, these yaliant maidens ._rod.

winged horses through the clouds to the battlefields of the ecarsh from which they

. Yook the bodies of sluin heroes back to Walhalla, their home inm the sky, This
wag the purpose for which they were crested and from which they derived their
name (Walifield of battle, Kuren: to ohouo).

Such a ride as this occurs at the beginning of the third ast of Wagner's
opera, 8o the introductien to this act is gemerally known as the “l“n.o!" the
Valkyrie.” Brunnhilde, the leader of the Valkyrie and Wotan's faverite among
them, has just disobeyed her father and is riding away from him, earrying her
halfesister, Sieglinde, with her inm order to protect her from her emraged father.
Wotan 1s &n angry pursuit, and their wild ride through the sky is vividly
portrayed in one of the most lmaginmative tone-pletures ever writben, PFor im this
music we hear the galloping of horse-hoofs, the whistling of the wind, the shouts,
the laughter and the barbarous battlseery of the Valkyrie Hoidens, and finally
the furious arrival of the angry Wotan 28 he appears out of & dark storm from the
North, ‘

Alchard Wagner has left us many inspired pautgoq of music but few are more

daring or more vivid than $his exeiting eom;:oaiti.on ’Uh eh b rings our Young Pefiple's
Concert to a brilliamt conelusion.
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