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QUINLAN OPERA CO. 
.Auother important and valuable stone has be 11 added 

to the ific which figuratively peaking r pre ents the 
intellectual aclYancem ut of aud progre s of cfrili ation in 
thi city by the arrfral of the Quinlan Opera Company. 
which much-di cu setl and eagerly-looked~forward-to event 
has come to pa s at the Standard Theatre. Mr. Quinlan 
and hi company of 150 arti ·t s have made their <'ntr~' 
in "th golden city," and ther by brought the greatest 
treat that it i po ' ·iblc for rnusic-loYing mankill<l to enjoy, 
i.e .. grand op ra at our very door. The company op1m ,d 
their sea 011 on Tu sclay night la t b •for, a Yery fa hionable 
and highly-enthusia tic audi •nee and a crowd cl, in fact 
" old-out house " when 

of dramatic opera (or operatic drama), which produced 
th piece under revi w and which was only brought to 
light in r cent years and forms now one of the mo. t popular 
opera in Europe. That it also follows thi · course out 
here, " ·as e'i·id nt from the enormous applau ·c which rang 
out after the drop of each curtain which had to be rai..; <l 
over and o,·er again in homage to the different principal . 
Foremost among the e ·tands 

Mr. John Coates, 
th hero-tenor, who gave the principal role of " Hoffmann ' 
on thi oc ·a ion. Mr. Coates rightb' has the rPputation 
of being one of the b t li,·ing English tenor ·, for he i 
the po e or of a grand YOi<!e of gn>at compa . . fl xibilitv 
and n·eetne · . and his "piano" and "forte" are arnplE> 
proof that we have in him a fir t -cla , s arti te. In addi­
tion to hi p1·incipal aceompli hm •nts :Mr. Coat' · i al. o 
a fine actor being n<lowed by 11 !\tu re with a plendid 
figure and tag<' presence which arc mo t e ·scntial qnalitie 
for a principal tenor. The company boa ts of two 

splendid bas es 
in the per on of )fr. Chailc :Magrath and Mr. Hobert 
Parker, and it i difficult to ay "hich of the bro is tho 
better the more as th~y both posse ·· also remarl·aLle hi -

SOME LEADING LADIES OF THE 

QLllNLAN COMPANY. 

AGNES NICHOLLS 
(Soprano). 

EDNA THORNTON 
(Contralto). 

VERA COURTENAY 
(Soprano). 

" The Tales of' Hoffman " 
ompo ed b · Offenbach, rrns staged. The question, whether 

the smallne of the tage would satisfy the requiremt"nt 
of some f the ya , productions contained in the company' 
repertoir , wa Yie\\·ecl with con iclerabl apprehen ion b; 
many people, hut o far the aYailable stage pac has proved 
quite ad quate to th demands made upon it. It trained, 
no doubt, the >nclcaYuurs oi such experienced 

stage mana&ers 
as ~I n;. Yeran<li and l'ing, hut tlw~- cani d out th ir 
role in an entirel~· ati factory manner, 'd1ich wa amply 
proved by the production of th .. Talf'.' of Hoffmann,' th 
:first a n<l second a ts of ,y}uch r qui rPd th mo judicious 
management in the placing nn<l grouping of laq .. r;e <'horn 
The compos r of thi oprra .. Taque'. ' 

Off~nbach , 

is known to most pcoph' by hi. lightL'l' op ratic cornpost­
tions, ·uch a "Orph 'p aux Rn fer.," ' 'lh<' Grand Duch 
of Gerol t in," and oth r ·, ancl a · a matkr of fact ,, thi. 
styl€1 of music has been called after him. It was only in 
the latter period of hi life that he ros to the height 

trionic power . The former artist took th rule ot 
Coppeliu in .\ ct I. ancl D1·. )lirak 'l in Act ll I., whil ·t 
the latter <Vsunie<l those' of Dapp rtutto in the sPcond act. 
.\ Dr. Mirakel :Mr. Magrath gave u. a thrilling piciurf' 
of th~ fiendi h being in \d1ich part he had a wider cop 
than a oppeliu , whil t J\lr. Parker' Mephistophelian 
role tamped him at once as an e.· ·pllent all-ronn<l arti t. 
Owing to the large p rsonn 1 of tlw company tb manage­
ment was plac cl in the unique po ·ition of filling the two 
oprano part with a different artisle in ' •ch act. 

Julia Caroli, a Olympia, pos es ·ps a weet, though not 
. trong Yoice, and imitated the a ntomaton . in a " Jife­
lik " manner. In 

Edna Thornton 
' lt> Giulietta. the court an, the company pos • . •s an alto 
of grPat ability and histrionic po"·er. "ho •ottld not possibl~· 
ha,·o introduc d he1. elf in a mor<' ''taking" mnnner thnn 
b.v th singin.g of the bc.':rntiful " BarcarolP.'' which form. 
the '·leading air" (lit'tmotif) of the wh·ile 01wrn. The 
other prano i Enrichetta On lli, 1d10 play cl the part of 
.\ ntonio iu Act III. h po e ses a weet, rich Yoice, 
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whic.:h she briugs out to the greakst advantage in tlw 
higher not l's a11<l ·h<', too, c.:reated togPther with her c:ol­
lcague · the most fanrnrnblc impn• ion. Ho ·i11a lkyno11 
is a charming little lady who wa exceedingly well suited 
in the role of .1. ·icklau , Hoffmann's good pirit. Hh<> had 
one of the biggl? t part . ina much a in addition to the 
three acts , she al o appeared iu the Prologue and Epilogu 0

• 

She:>, too. made:> a decided hit. ln the limited space at the 
critic's di posal it i impos ible to deal individual!~· with all 

the soloists 
i11 this big cast, nor to do them the justice which i due 
to them. But we hop to hear, see and admire them in 
other OJY'ra. in du conrNe, w·}u>n their turn. will come. 
In order. however, to haYe them on record we will here 
m ntion their nnmes and r p ective part:. Prologue : Mr. 
Rpi>ncer Thomas and Hob 1rt Yee,·er:;; tucleut ; Mr. ·~\rthm· 
" ryun, Luther, and latPr as "Schlemibl.' aml CoC'ciniglia. 
Act I.: Mr. Hydne.v Hu ·sel, Hpallanz:rni. "\ C't JTI.: .:\lr. 
William D vc>r, r sp<'I. and Glacly .\ncrnm, a pictnre. 
Tlw dPaliHg with 

the chorus 
i., a. a rule, confined to g<'n<>ral remarks. The chorns ol 
the Quinbu Opera Company is, howe,·er, ·uch n . trong 
factor in the unqualified ucce which the,v have ncbien·d 
thnt it would b0 far from doing them ju tice if we were 
to mention them men>ly rn possont. 'l'here i. a gn.,at con­
tra t in a choru of au operette and of an op ra, a fnr 
greater demands nre mn<le on the latter, and ~onsiderably 
more both in singing aud acting i expected of them. . ncl 
we would here . tate, without hesitation, that tb choru 
ati fie these demand to the f ulle t e:-dent. 'l'he dre es 

and co tum s of soloists and choruse. were in perft1ct har­
mony with thi gigantic undertaking, and wa carried out 
in every minute detail. This remark i al o fully appli­
e:tble to the> misP-Pn-sci>nP, with rl'f<.>rence to which the . co11d 
act was particularly delightful in its artistic effect. Thi . 
net i , from a musical poi11t of ,·ie"·· the mo t effec.tive. 
whil t the third "Tal " tand out boldlv from a dramatic 
point of vi w. I.ast, but not lea t-thi~ t rm ha <>ldom 
been applied more appropriat ly- we wish to clPal with 

the orchestra 
which is under the masterly baton of Mr. Hubert Bath. 
Tho Quinlan Opera Company'. or b strn i prob~1bly the 
mo t efficient, be t trained and equally balanci>d 01w 

ever harl out he1·e. and fully satis:fie the many rcq11i1·e­
rn nts "·hieh is expected of sncb a body of musician . lt 
is well knmYn that the orchestra of the opera i one of th 
mot importai1t factors in attai11ing the ucces of the per­
formance, and it is only gfring it its just due, when we 
state that it was throughout in the fulle t harmony with 
the performers, ''hilst the accompaniments were rendered 
with the greate t di er tion. Thu the opening perform­
ance wa 

An unqualifed success 
from beginning to end, whilst Mr. Quinlan has ev ry rea on 
to be satisfied "·ith the r~ ption hi company met with 
in Johannesburg- "·hich was well-nigh an ovation- not to 
mention the financial result. The company's ext n iYe 
r pertoire contain , with the exception of n few pieces, 
only opera wh;ch haye never been tnged out lwre before. 
and, judging from the ardent interest which th e public 
ha so far evinced, the ucce of the tour i a sured. ..\t 
'Yedne day's matinee "The Prodigal . ~ on" and "Hansel 
aud Gret I," and at night · ' La Boheme" w re staged to 
full hou , whil ·t lnst night '·Tannhau er" wa performed. 

THE EMPI RE. 
There hav b en good attendances at this, our premi r, 

mu ·ic-hall this week, the usual change of programme sub­
mitted by the pre ent excellent enscmlilr of arti tes hPing 
r cein'<l with grent fayour by the nnmc:>rous patron of the 
Empire. Mi , 1aclie \Ya<le open · the prngramme with ome 
"taking" songs and good dancing. Datns follow with 
his a tounding <>'-bibition of a unique memory, not the 
lea. t enti>rtaining p-art of his "turn" being his impromptu 
replies to the very silly question of some member of the 
audience '"ho attempt to trip him up. A. Yery popular 
artiste is Miss Lizzie Glenroy the wee Scotch lassie," of 
who e singing aud dancing the audience never m to have 
p11ough , a the repeated 'call " at the conelusion of her 
turn t tify. Devon and Earl continue to eli<'it long and 
well-deset've 1 applause for th ir remarkable novelty clanc­
iug. ".\ldlle .• \yoe bas b om a great favourite with Em-

pirc patron., nnd her charm, ,·oice and ·tng ' presence giYc 
great dl'light to enraptured audience" The fir ·t half r 
the prngrarnnw is brought to a worthy conclusion by lark 
and Hamilton, to whom the au<lienc' could li tPn the whole 
c:>vening, so excellent an cnt •rtainrnent do they provide. 
T n teacl of the b autiful Japane ·e cene which ba dt>lighted 
thousand of patron , Clark gi,·e an imper onation of , 'am 
:Mayo which, dever and entertaining a it i., i not in 
our opinion to be preferr d to the Japane e .-\ct. :Mi 
:::\Iildr cl Bryan, the po .. essor of an admirabJe contralto 
,·oic and a beautiful tage prc> ·ence, opens the econcl halt 
with a number of ,.o<'al election including the famou 
''Land of Hope and Glory" ong. The Frank L. Gr gory 
Troupe comes 1lext with their clever hoop-juggling aet, in 
the cour e of which they perform some wonderful feats with 
th bewildering number of hoop with which th(>y juggle. 
Phil Parson i. a popular ·omedian whose song. take y ry 
well "·ith tlw audience , Jean and Josie are nothing short 
of marvel. from nn anatomicnl point of view- how they 
can tn·ist and contort their Lodi es in the way they do and 
;vet possc>. s the 11 ual human bo1w. and a spinal cor<l is a 
nl'.'ver-c<>asiug woncl 1-. Tlw hio cope:> conclnd<>. an Pnter­
tainment that should not be mi .. ed by the locnl public. 

THE GRAND. 
A new IJ-Ondon company of arti te opl'ned on :\1omlay 

night at this most popubr of bio cope tlwatres n nd pro­
vided an entertainml'nt '"hich wn greatly apprl'ci ted, and 
dese1Teclly so. Harold Henth, a comedian and dnnci>r, 
went through a vl'ry clever terp-. ichorean "turn " that 
elicited loud n11d long-conti11necl applau e from a dt>lighted 
audience that kept on " n king for more." .\ nothP1· de,·er 
act is that of 8. and G. ~.\ner, " ·ho do omc> wonclerfnl hoop., 
jumping and acrobating, their evolution beinCT followed 
with ke n intere t by the en rapturC>cl audience.

0 

• e<><lle 
to nclcl, they con1e in for a goodly share of the PYPning' 
applau <'. King and flpn on, known a. "Tlw King ,' give 
an admirabl perfo1·ma11ce, both hnvi11g ,. r~' tine voic s 
that harmoni e w 11 togetlwr. 'l'he picture. are all good 
ones as is to be e.~p ctf'<l at the abo,·e theatre, one calling 
for pecial mention being no less than 1,2.>0 foc>t in length, 
illu trating "Lif P on the Oxo Cnttlc F3.rm ." 

REGISTRATION OF BUSl~ESSES ACT, 1909. 
NOTICE I. HlW EBY GTYEX, in t •rm of , '<>ction 

4, snb-. ection (1), of the Rt>gistration of Bu ine (>s Act, 
1909, that the Genernl Dealer's bu i1w rPgi t r d nt tho 
H e,·enue Office, Johanne burg, on tlw 17th .January, un~, 
under the bu ·iness name of ,J. H. " rlL 'ON, Hta1hl 239, 
3rd .\,·enue M h·ille , will he AB..\XD011ED as from 15th 
clay of March, 1912. 

NOT!CE I' HEREBY GIVEN, in terms of Section 
4, sub-section (1) of the Registration of Businesses Act, 
1909, that the General Dealer's bu iness registered at the 
Revenue Office, Johannesburg, on the 7th February, 1912, 
under the business name of J. 'l'. CHURCHILL Stand 
1174, 14, De La Rey-street, Vrededorp, has been' ABAN­
DONED as from the 4th day of Much, 1912. 

J. T. CHURCHILL. 
Johannesburg, March 2, 1912. 

NOTICE I HEREBY GIVEN, in terms of Section 
4, sub-section (1) of the Registration of Businesses Act, 
1909, that the General Dealer's business registered at the 
Revenue Office, J ohµnnesburg, on January 15th, 1912, 
under the business name of C. BACON, Stand 4181, Ma.r­
ket-street, will be TRAN FERRED to 175, Market-.street, 
Johannesburg as from the 31st day of March, 1912. 

C. BACON. 
Johannesburg, March 4, 1912. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, in terms of Section 
4, sub-section (1) of the Registration of Businesses Act, 
1909, that the General Dealer's business registered at the 
Revenue Office, Johannesburg, on the 24th January 1912 
under the business name of N. P. SAKIDES, Sta~<l No'. 
1580, corner of Pritchard and Smal treets, Johannesburg 
will be TRAN FERRED to No. &, Solomon-street, V rede~ 
<lorp as from the 15th day of March, 1912. 

, r l~.\HC'HOS P . R\KTDI~S 
J oll'lnnesburg, March (), 1912 


