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Dr. Landau's Succoth Sermon. 
From "TWO ZI01 -isTS" (Johanne ·burg). 

To the EditoJ' of tlw •· Zi<rni;:,l Record.'" 
ir -In the,::;e time~ of .'tl'e6:-. and trouble for .the Zioni. t 

moveme~t, a heavy respon ibility _i throw~ upo? ~ ew1 h le~der~'. 
lay and -piritual alike, in guiding public opm10n. It i~ fo._ 
this i·eason that we were i'O sorry to hear s?m~ of th.e. :sentI 
men ts which were uttered on the pre ·ent Z10mst po.s1t10n by 
Dr. Landau, in the cour e of a 'ermon which he delivered at 
the Yeoville Synagogue, on th" eve of the second _day of ucc-Oth. 

The sermon lasted, in aJJ, som~ twenty mmutes; _of that 
period at lea -t fifteen were devoted ~o general refte~~10ns on 
the inter-connection between the J ewrnh people, then Torah 
and Erez I. rael. Then, arising from ~hi ti·encl of thoug:ht, 
Dr. Landau proceeded in the la t five rnmutes to the follo_wmg 
effect (so far as our memory sene..: u.s) : Tha~ he had it .on 
g·ol)<l autliority that Dr. \Y eizmann ha~l recently given expres.10n 
in Berlin to the view that a Jew1 h State could never be 
achiev d in .Pal :stine · thi declaration (the ·peaker proceeded) 
amounted to the aba~donment of the age-long hop.e of I.srael, 
the hope fo1 which Herzl hacl died and the Chrtll!z~1~1 su~ere~; 
and he (the ~peaker) felt that he would be f.a1lmg m hL 
duty as spiritual leaucr of th1.:: comn:unity if ~e did not 1~rote~t 
again:::it 'UCh a ~1eclaration: a man wno ?eld view uch a::; tho e 
of \\: eizmann had no Tight to remam at the head ?f th: 
movement; and Jewry throughout the world wo~ld not ~1e l~w · 
but would rise and demand that men with uch views relmqm h 
their posit10n of leader hip. . . . 

Now sir we are fal' fro1r suggesting that this 1 not a 
subject fit f~r a sermon; rather do we welcome tl12 efforts 
of our piritual leader to guide opiuiou on vital problems. of 
the day. But is this the way to do it'? Even on th~ assumpt10.n 
that Dr. Landau wa~ right b0th in hi · fa~t: and n:iference::;, i~ 
this the "!; ay to treat a questivn of '3uch nr ·t-:·ate importance? 
I it helpful or fair to squeeze into a five-mmute talk, as a_n 
appendage to ·ornething el e, a fe\v dogmatic Yiews and dogmatic 
conclusion, on a highly contra\ ers1al matter'? How many of the 
congregant knew what the prccL"e point- at issue were'? How 
many of them, whether they kn. w these or no~, left the .·yna­
gogue sati ·:fied that Dr. Landau's conclusion::i might be accepted 
even if they did not know his reason for them? 

Views coming from a man in so eminent a position carry 
in their mere utterance great weight. Thel'e i ·, the1·efore, a 
corre:sponding <luty on the , peuker to scrutinise not only wh~~t 
he says, but how he ay it. Granted that nr. Laudau is 
~ati. fie<l in his own mind on the 'alidity of the conclu::.ion. he 
has reached, we sugge,,t with al! hwnility that hi· approach 
toward the problem wa:-: in no way h lpfnl, but mi leading. 
The pulpit is not the political platform, a far higher . ense of 
re ·ponsibility i generally expected from th former. Even 
from the political platform, when the is~ues are highly con­
troversial and of national import, one expects the honest state ·­
man to p1·e ent. not merely hi::; conclusions but also all the 
fact on which they are bat-:e•l, so that the' hone,t listener i.~ 
himself placed in the liO ition to draw his own conclusion" 
And w~en a pea~er chno es the pulpit as a medium for the 
c ·press1on of pohtical 'iews, surely at ie~~st th standard: 
of the politician can be expectt-d from h1m. 

But .the matter g-oe. furthe1·. l>r. Landau daimed that 
he had 1~1s fact. on good authority. \\'e cannot question that, 
as he did not state what that authority wa . From pres,· 
ie.1~01·t: that are .to hand, .h?'Y ver, two thing: ::;eem to be dear: 
fir t, that th re is a poss1b1hty that the report::; of Weizmann's 
~peecl: are not c.orrect; , econd, that the excerpt of the speech 
· o fa1 to hand I mcomplet . Dr. Landau may perhaps have 
~ad the who.le .speech from hL' reliable authority; if, however, 

e _ w~ relyi~g on the general pres , surely it is unwise to 
~a e an. ~pinion oi:i al'. excerpt torn from it.:; general context, 
m t~e h~ht of which .1t. ma\: haw~ been explained, qualified 01· 
mod1fi.e~, and , u 1·ely it 1: :till more unwi::;e to voice in public 
an op1.mon on such evidence! 

Fma~ly, ·ir, f!1igh.t we pl ad with Dr. Landau for a mo1·e 
con tructi~ c co_ntnbution toward::-- the in·esent problem,:; of the 
movim~nt · l\light we plead that, e\ en if he has formed definite 
c.onc u ion· ab~ut th~ pre::-;ent Zioni:st leadership, he should not 1 

e::,t cont~nt with Y01cmg the • but should enlighten u::; on the 
con tructive .,_teps which shoulci be ta! · th f t ? M • · · h ·. . \.en m e u urc . ay ~'ie. uggest, wit all humility, to Dr. Landau, that for th.,, 
td-ka~cedent of the cau:e Which he ha.· ·o much at heart, the 
a~d ti-e~Bg' hl~~e thnan :ver, is tc .go ?eyond negatiYe criticism, 

, e com age and msp1re with faith. 
Your , etc., 
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f th T 1 d cou c re 11 ' t 1 'd) the trea:::iure:-; o . e a m . hoWe' er, "e lll'lll '\"l~ .. ub t J·O 
of the youth. Their financ.e:-, t. t a ~isted t 1011 thl~ : }Jef flit· 
dition. The only co~gregat.10n ,!~'·e thent. tt t~~ :-i:-ti1nC~· o 
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• • l • t " rcat i,' , he th1:- . , .•• 1n·ev1ously he had been ,l •. t cluing :-O nd on . 
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Ghetio:-. t!1ey :aid, "Hear,.~ I ti:eir 1i't:' rf~" l<1'e1iildf' 11 th ii' 
they w re JH pared w · aci·i ce e ano f their c I fol' 1!1 
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,.,acrificed more for the matel'Iaiht of what cl tJirl 1. iJ Co\ tO 
the pirit_ual. .They only t11odyd not reig:11 raln1~d;~:1 1 Ir~ th 
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the eternal life to come. Th~1en to "\\ l~on thi:i ~t · 
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11
1 ,,·o1 f e:ill 

They thought that to-moi 11ct hoWC'' that J( t 1
1
il"" el"' 
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. S <l·t\r •r Jl I r11 I 'gt . and more du;tant. om~ l t ··~niph O' L ..:trcngt h col ( u111b 
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Mr. Gar ·h, a past :::,tudent or Lochof •. t ~ur ... c:- 1 ~1': IL ·1~1jj h 
Master- J. Woolf and · <lic,1 d1::-C fn::ot .
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of 10 year only, delivered tahnueruditiOJ1· the P1 

manner, showing remarkable ecne:-, one on . }ill o!O· 
and J. \ ·oolf guve Hebrew · JJ~ 
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and one. on the prophet ~-z~~1;_ • ph i·endl re ~ 
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