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crhree cMonths cpalestine 
By 

Fanny Levenstein 

1-Th~ Arts 
I WENT to Palestine out of curi-

osity rather than out ·of any 
urge, either spiritual or racial, and 
without very much idea of even its 
geographical position. Though I 
had been assured that I would love 
Palestine, I did not accept this '- s
surance and decided to trust my 
own re-actions. 

My anival resembled no spirit
ual fulfilment. Jaffa is little more 
than a night's voyage from Alex
andria, and Jaffa is not impres
sive. As we lay t at harbour, I 
had my first view of it and saw a 
collection of mud-coloured hJu .s 
on a rise juttiag out to sea, and I 
wondered what lay beyond it that 
meant so much to others. Arab 
rowed towards us in their small 
boat , eager for a mon ing's work. 
They gesticulate noisily and we.:tr 
peculiarly draped trousers. 

Jaffa merges into Tel Aviv, but 
though there is this geographical 
union between the two towns, they 
differ widely. Jaffa is a dirty 
riental harbour. Tel Aviv, though 

not beautiful, has an atmosphere 
of progress and well-being. It has 
no architectural background and 
there are too many small shors all 
huddled togther, but it bustles 
with life and energy and its 
growth is so rapid that there is a 
noticeable change in it month by 
month. 

A week later I was in Jerusa
lem with two friends, who had 
arrived more comfortabl v at Haifa 
than I had at J aff.a, and soon we 
began to tour Palestine and gradu
ally my knowledge of it grew, and 
as it grew, mysteriously and insi
diously, I felt that I had begun to 
love t:his land, with its cheerful 
people-cheerful only there-thi g 

land with its atmosphere of pro
gress and well-being, where one 
had a conscious satisfaction in
stead of a conscious sorrow in be
ing a Jew, and I felt re-instated. 

For the first time in my life, I 
knew that I could be of some use, 
that I and every other Jewess and 
Jew was needed, in no matter how 
small a way, to be a partaker in 
the upbuilding of a land, and that 
we need have no fear for Palestine. 

I shall not give you a des
cription of the towns or the 
cclonies. I do not know enough 
about them statistically, but I 
can tell you that the Emek 
is a magnificent and inspiring 
sight, that lies before you !ike. a 
magic cnnet of modern design m 
shades c '.' green, brown and gold : 
and that from the orange planta
tions come" the scent of oran~e
blossom, (~clicio~s and w3;rm !1ke 
incense, pervadmg all one s bemg. 

But it is the cultural develor
ment of Palestine and the aesthetic 
aspect of life which is so impres
sive. Being, personally interested 
in music, more than in any other 
form of art, I naturally devoted 
much time to following its develop
ment. 

Music in Eretz Israel. 

MUSIC has not yet reached a 
high standard, but great ef

forts are being made to raise the 
standard, and knowing the men 
.and women in whose hands this 
lies, I feel sure that some day there 
will be remarkable progress. 

It is indeed an rn wind th~t 
blows nobody any g od. With the 
influx of Germans into Pa~est'nc 
have come ome of their fin~ t 
mu icians-notably Emil Hauser, 
who was the leader of the famJus 
Budape t string quartet. He came 
to perform in Palestine for .a sea
son only, but found the spiritual 
call to remain so great, that he has 
settled in Jerusalem to build up 
and form .an orchestra, to conduct 
quartettes, to teach the youth a 
love of music, to get under his con
trol the whole of the musical life 
of Palestine, and to enable the 
children of the Emek and far-lying 
colonie to be taught. 

With him wo ·ks Carl Salomon, 
a fine musician from Berlin. 
and Mrs. Y ellin-a member of 
the Bentwich fainily and a 
daughter-in-law of David Yelli1 . 
She is a 'cellist and a pupil 
of Casals. They are ardent, 
enthusiastic, serious, and they 
work day and night. Their hope 
is that the Government will grant 
them a wiref ess station in J erusa
lem, fr.om which they can broad
cast, and they nurse and foster ten
derly the musical talent, which so 
abounds among Jewish children. 

I have often listened to their 
orchestral practising. It interested 
me to see an orchestra in the mak
ing, and a curious fact was brought 
to my notice, that very few Jews 
play wood-wind instruments. They 
are mostly the violinists, 'cellists 
and violists of an orchestra. They 
choose the more emotional instru
ments, being more temperament
ally suited to these. The last re
hearsal I heard was for a concert 
to be held in commemoration of 
the iate Dr. Arlosoroff thirty days 
after his death. 

It is said about the Jews that 
thev are not the creators of music, 
but~ the interpreters of it. This 
may be true, but there is no reason 
why it should continue to be 
true. Palestine is rich with pro
mise and fr.om its soil may arise 
composers who will refute this. 
It will be interesting to watch 
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a development in this enviionment 
::>o nat10nal in character. 

There is, for instance, in Haifa 
a boy or ten, extraordinarily 
talented as a composer and violin
ist. A controversy has arisen as 
to whether he should be sent out 
of Palestine to be educated, but the 
hope is that he wil1 remain in the 
land so that what he produces will 
be ~tamped wit~ the ti~bre and 
quahty of Palestme and be purely 
national. 

The method of introduciag 
music to the Palestinian child is 
both interesting and delightful. 
The children of the Emek are 
taught through the bock-flute, a 
type of flute which can easily be 
made by the chiidren and is easily 
learnt, and through this medium 
musical culture, which is so essen
tial, will reach them. A gfrl from 
Ge1many was expected soon after 
I left, who has made .a study of 
these flutes and she will teach the 
children how to use them. 

I was delighted to read in a 
recent issue f the Z '<mist Record 
that A ·n Id Schonbe1g, that most 
modern of all composers, who 
makes travinski seem like an old 
cla ic, and famous artists like 
Schnabel, Hube1man, Heifetz and 
Bruno Walter, are prepared to as
sist in furthering the development 
of Hebrew musical culture. My 
hope is that soon, instead of going 
to other countries to continue our 
studies, we shall have all the neces
sary facilities in Palestine and, 
what is more important, the neces
sary musical background. 

The Habimah and Ohel Players. 

I SHOULD like to give you my 
impressions of .'.lrt in· its other 

manifestations, expressed in plays 
and paintings. Palestine is 
catered for theatrically by two 
groups, the Habimah and the 
Ohel players. The Habimah, than 
whom there are no finer actors or 
actresses in the world, make acting 
their life work. The Ohel players 
are men and women who work dur
ing the day and produce their 
plays at night. I saw several of 
these performances, and though 
they are in Hebrew, I had no dif
ficulty, with the aid of a synopsis, 
in following intelligently what 
was being done. 

The" Dybuk,'' though it is not a 
Palestinian production .. .it was the 
creation of the Habimah when it 
was still a part of the Moscow Art 
Theatre ... was an outstanding ex
perience. The scenery follows the 
modern style of painting in its bold 
effects of group and line. They 
create their illusions with appar
ently the simplest possible ma~er
ial. Their leading lady, Rowm'-l, 
gets £6 a week-a suosistence al
lowance-and n0 mor") than an 
actor with a w:::i lkinr~-on 11'"'1 t- uch 
is the spirit of co-ope~·ati~n in the 
building un of Paksbne m evP.nr 
way. Rowina has not ~ven the 
luxury of her own dressmg-room. 

When I \Vas there the play 
Rahab, the latest addition to their 

(Continued on next J>a,qe.) 
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ys 
Parktown 

Johannesburg 

After seven years of con

tinuous educational suc

cesses m the Cape, which 

have enhanced its old-time 

reputation, the school will 

return to its original home as 

from February 2nd, 1934. 

Students for the Junior 

Certificate and Matricula

tion Examinations, 1934 & 

1935, are now being en·· 

rolled. 

The 

Hillel Colleges 
Boarding and Day Schools for Jewish 

Scholars from the Grades to 

Matriculation. 

These Schools provide a long-felt want in 
the Jewish communities of South Africa, and 
afford parents the opportunity of giving their 
children a sound secular education combined 
with a course of daily instruction in Hebrew 
and Religion. 

01itstanding successes at all Public 
Examinations. 

Result, 1932: 
Matriculation, 100 per cent. 
Junior Certificate, 67 per cent. 
Piano and Violin, 100 per cent. 

Special Features: 

(a) lndiv"dual attention. 

(b) Three Years' Matriculation Course 
from Standard VI. 

( c) One Year's Course from Junior Ce1-
tificate. 

( d) Physical Culture and All Sports. 

December 1, 1933. 

irls 
Muizenberg 

Cape 

In addition to the usual 

school wbject~, the Curr1 

lum includes Mus·c in all its 

branches, Elocution, Lan

guages, Arts and Crafts. 

and Eurythmics. 

New F eaiure: 

Special accommodation 

has been arranged for Lady 

Students who intend taking 

a Course of study at the 

College of Music, School of 

Art, Technical College, and 

the various Training Centres. 

Scholars and Students 

from other schools accom

modated during Summer 

Vacation. 

Fol' prn~pectus, further particul<in; and enrolm nt fo1· 1\J3·1 please apply to THE PRI1'CIPAL, HilJl'f Coll ge, Muizcnbng. 

THREE MONTHS IN 

PALESTINE 
I 

( 01zcfwf<:.d /10111 jJ1 l'f(JllS }J1t< .) 

p-.rt ite, \a b ing · h 'arse<l,
the fil"St night of \ rhich was bo ked 
up v eks ahead in both r1 el- vi 
and Jerusalem. Rahab was the 
harlot of Jericho, and as I had 
se n al ;J e ·icho the er< vations 
that have 1·ecently been made, in 
which was found the actual house 
in which the harlot liv d, the arti
.lic of the stage became a re-crea
tion of life to me. 

Reuben's Fine Painting .. 

THE scenes and background were 
painted by Reuben, an import

ant Palestinian painter. I saw an 
exhibition of his in an art gallery 
in Tel-Aviv. His hrndscapes are 
mostly Palestinian-Jerusalem in 
all its beautiful aspects, Nazareth 
with its tall and shapely cypresses, 
olive trees near Be hlehem, types 
of Jews and Arabs-all done in the 
modern style and all extremely at
tractive. This little art gallery 
contained other interesting paint- · 
ings, sculptures and etchings
notably some etchings by Chagall, 
that fantastic. interesting, droll 
Russian-Jew, LatYinovsky, and 
Herman Struck, who e home is 
in Haifa. 

In the capitals of Europe, where 
you find- artistic groups, you also 
find meeting places sacred to them. 
Jerusalem has such a meeting 
place. It is called, as such 
meeting places are always called, 

" Th Vienna Cafe." But the 
difference is that whereas in 
ether centre only the B hemians 
·:Ji her ii l ch cafes, th is m et

ing plar' in Jeru."tlc111 i th 
fo ·us of prac icalJy c ry J e\\ 
in Palesti11, }Prhaps for th' sam:i 
1 ea n that in pfre the actual 
Bohemians to meet-they want the 
comfort and inspiration of one an
othe1 's : ciety and like to be to
gether. 

A manifestation of this qualit) 
is noticeable on the Sabbath da.r, 
and also on festival days. when 
Jews and Jewesses assemble and 
wander about in groups together, 
audibly del~ghting in one another's 
company. 

Shevuoth aind Lag b'Omer. 

J SHOULD like particularly to 
desc1·ibe to you two f sti rals. 

Purim has become a national 
festival in Tel-Aviv. For Pass
over one must be in Jerusa
lem. Haifa celebrates Shevuotb, 
the most touching celeb ·ation 
I saw in Palestine, when the 
childr n bring their off eririg of 
the first fruits of the season, 
just as of old the first fruits 
wu·e brought to the Temple. 
There were 5,000 visitors in 
Haifa, with its beautiful Mount 
Carmel and lovely bay. There was 
a procesion of splendidly decorated 
wagons from the Emek-each Col
ony displaying its products and the 
fruits of its soil. There were 
children dressed in white with gar
lands on their heads, men, strong 
and healthy, on ho1·ses hung with 

eastern t ·appings-the whol con
trolled and policed by Jews. and 
when I realised that this was Jew
ish ffort and th PStllt of Jewish 
toiJ, I '''a. r · deenl 1 moved. 

1 hen car w <~ ceremony in the 
gt uhds of the Reali School
wher • on a rai ed platform sat 
nwrnbern of the Keren Kayemeth 
and other · pre"entative bodies 
and the little children brouo ht 
their gifts to them-a little lamb, 
a small O"Oat, a basket of fruit, or 
a Lunch of flowers. The festival 
was concluded in the evening with 
a ph y by the c mbined Habimah 
and Ohel players in an open theatre 
built during a time of economic de
pression. when rather than be idle 
Jewish vrnrkers turned their ener
gies into something useful. 

Lag B'Omer is celebrated in 
Meron. It was a weird and fan
tastic experience, where the Chas
sidic Jews in an ecstasy of relig us 
fervour pray at the grave of Ben 
Yochai, where they dance . with 
serious passion, whel'e they throw 
into a fire built fo · the purpose, 
their .i ewels, locks of hair from 
babies' heads, locks from their own 
heads, in the superstitious belief 
that in this way God will grant 
them their dearest wish. 

If it is the young virgin she sup
plicates her God for a husband
the young mother prays that her 
first born mav be a son-the 
mother with a sick child that heal
inO" may come. The whole atmos
phere is ten e with idolatry. I felt 
strange towal'~S it. 

(To l1P <·onclud d n<'Yt week.) 


