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A South African Youth Council Cantor Chagys 
/i"rst Service 

To Re-Vitalise Youth Movenient 

DURING the last few months 
there has been a growing feel

ing among the S.A. Zionist 
Federation and the Youth Or
ganisations that a concerted 
and special effort ought to 
be made to revitalise thiJ 
Youth movement in this country 
and place it on a sound footing. The 
result v.:as the Bloemfontein Con
ference where i·epresentatives of 
the Senior Zionist Federation met 
representatives cf the S.A Jewish 
Youth and took the momentous de
cision to establish a permanent 
Youth Blll'eau and appoint a 
special organising secretary \\hose 
dutv will be to serve the interests 
of 'the Jewish Youth in S.A. in 
evcl'y possible way. 

By a rernarkable stroke c I' good 
fortune, Dl'. A. Coldstein happens 
to be present in S.A. , and th} Zion
ist F 'dcration was ab!' to obtain 
his co-operation in working out the 
details of the scheme for creating 
a special department for Youth 
work and of the lines along which 
the problems of propaganda and 
organisation among the youth 
must be solved. Anxious to 
spare no effort to assist the 
Youth in its national aspira
tions, the Zionist Federation re
quested Dr. A. Goldstein to prolong 
his stay in this country by three 
months in order to initiate and 
direct in its early stages the work 
of the S.A. Zionist Youth Council 
and give it the benefit of his wide 
experience and knowJedge of the 
theory and practice of Zionism. 

The S.A. Zionist Youth Council 
(which replaces the S.A. Young 
Israel Federation) begins to func
tion on Sunday, Septembe1· 4th, 
when Dr. A. Goldstein, three re
presentatives of the Zionist Fed
eration, one of the Hebrew Board 

of Education, five of the Cape, four 
of the Transvaal, two of the Free 
State, one of Natal and the newly 
appointed organising Secretary of 
the Youth Bureau (Mr. l.Dunsky), 
will meet for the first time at the 
Board Room of the S.A. Zionist 
Federation. 

The Council will be faced \\'ith 
many important problems of or
ganisation and propaganda, not 
only among the existing Youth or
ganisations but also among the 
Jewish Youth in general. In this 
connection a solution will have to 
be found to the difficult question 
of training and prnparing a suffi
cient number of suitable leadel'S 
for the various Youth societies. 

Among other things, the new 
Council will also have to consider 
the questions of reorganising and 
r )Yitalising· '. ·isting soci )ti )s and 
.forming new ones where none exi~t 
as yet, the compflation of a regular 
programme of work for .societies 
and the circulation of lectures, the 
study of Hebrew and Jewish his
tory, the establishment of a circu
lating library and the compilation 
of a S.A. Jewish Handbook. 

These are by no means all the 
matters which will have to be dealt 
with by the S.A.Z.Y. Council. But 
they serve as an indication of the 
extent and scope of its activities. 

S.A. Zioni~ts have embarked on 
an extremely important and 
necessary undertaking which 
will succeed if it receives the 
support it deserves from old 
and young, and if all future work 
is done in that spirit of broad
minded understanding, sympathy 
and desire for co-operation which 
was so much in evidence at Bloem
fontein. 

Q N Sabbath last the newly erected 
Beth Harnedrash Hagodel W9S 

crowded with members and visitors, wh11 

had assemble.d to listen to the first se::-
vice conducted in this country· by Cantor 
Berele Chagy-lately engaged as canto::
of the Congregation. Not only were a 1 i 

the seats occupied, but all the aisles and 
passages in the synagogue were fille . t 
to overflowing. It was noticeable, too. 
that the women's gallery was alsJ 
crowded. Cantor Chagy conducted th' 
sclzachrith, and the nrnsaph services and 
was only slightly assisted by a choir, 
which had had but four day·s' practice. 

The large congregation was well cont
pcnsatcd by the magnificent rendering Jf 
the service by Cantor Chagy. He pos 
sesses a beautiful tenor voice, which hP 
controls in a remarkable manner. Th1s 
control helps him to portray all th1• 
mwncn nud pathos of synagogal mu:sil' 
and enables him to reach not only th -:> 
minds of the congregants, but thei c 
hearts. His rendition of the services was 
a demonstration of chwwnuth, which ht· '3 
i~ robably never been equalled in South 
Africa. 

The service began at 8.30 a.m. and 
ended at 1 p.m. During this whole 
period-except for the usual interval 
for the reading of the Torah-the chazfui 

sang on without a pause, yet he seemed 
to be as fresh at the end of the lon6 
service, as he had been when he began. 

It was interesting to observe that 
whilst Chagy proved himself on Satur

day to be one of the outstanding modern 
cantors of the day, he is also a fine 
Baal Tefillah. Besides being well equip

ped with a knowledge of the most modeN 
synagogue music, he is well versed in 
the nigunim of the old slvul. .D. 

A pleasant drink 

Especially helpful in cases 
of Gravel, Gout, Rheu
matism, incipient Dropsy. 
and Colic Pains. 

-- that is exceedingly good for you 
Santy's Aromatic Schnapps is not only an excel-
1 en t drink: it is a beneficial one. Recommended 
by doctors, it is a digestive cordial which is anti
dyspeptic, diuretic, and a tonic; and it is highly 
beneficial to the kidneys and other organs. 

SAN TY'S GIN SCHNAPPS 


