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"Jewish Women of the Middle 
Ages" 

A LECTURE BY MISS ESTHER TAYLOR 

UNDER the auspices of the Houghton 
. branch of the Women's Zionist League, 
a lecture on the above subject was given 
·by Miss Esther Taylor. The function was 
held at the home of Mrs. (Dr.) Joe 
Schwartz. Houghton Drive. Mrs. A. Marks 
-presided. 

In the course of her address, Miss Taylor 
referred to the esteem in which a Jewish 
wife was held. In those days it was not 
money but character, which was looked 
upon ~s a dowry for a wife. Although it 
was true that women were legally inferior 
to men, yet during the Middle Ages ~he 
wife was looked upon as morally superior 
to her husband. She held a position of 
honour in home life. There was at that 
time a prevalence of child marriages, which 
were mostly arranged by the paren~s: Love 
and court~hip were reduced to a mm1mum. 

The lecturer added that it was of in
terest to learn that the Talmudic vie": of 
marriage coincided with the modern view. 
It was the.. girl who must choose a husband 
for herself. The shadchen came into pro
minence in Jewish life much later. The 
love of dress was always important for the 
J'ewish women. 

Miss Taylor added that it was of interest 
to record that in those days the overdres
.sing on the part of Jewish women was re
sented by people in Germany, who pro
nounced against it. 

The Jewish woman of the Middle Ages 
was not an idle person. In fact, idleness was 
avoided and her time was occupied in 
spinning, weaving; and many women were 
engaged in medicine, obstetrics and opthal
mic surgery. There is a famous case of a 
printing house being established by the wife 
of a Jewish physician. There were many 
distinguished women of that period and 
some of them, too, were engaged in litera
ture. It will be recollected that the daughter 
of Yehuda Halevi wrote religious poems of 
a high order. 

Miss 1'aylor gave further illuminating 
facts of the life of the Jewish women in 
the Middle Ages. The chairlady expressed 
the thanks of the gathering to Miss Taylor 
for her thought-provoking and instructive 
address. 

Look for the Name 
... when you buy Fish Paste be sure 
to ask for "Anchovette '' . . . This 
pure and wholesome product is made 
from the fl nest Saf mon delicately 
flavoured with Anchovies ... Try It 
for sandwiches-you 'II find it delicious. 

Ask for 
HARRY PECK'S 

ANCHOVET 
The 

orl1lnal 
Fish 

Paste 

,. You'll 
NeYer 

Sen your enquiries to : 

[Porti·ait by Jane Plotz. 

Mr. LEONID BIRSEN, 
the gifted violinist, who was the soloist at 

the Symphony Orcehstra Concert. 

Johannesburg Symphony Society 

ON Thursday evening last a distinguis~ed 
audience enjoyed musical fare of a high 

order when a performance by the recently
f ormed Johannesburg Symphony Orchestra 
took place. Under the gifted baton of Mr. 
Joseph Trauneck, the orchestra gave almost 
perfect interpretations. Certainly the sym
phony orchestra can well rank to-day as one 
of the finest musical organisations in the 
country. There is a power of unity in the 
interpretations which give peculiar aesthe
tic pleasure to the g~nuine music-lover. Of 
interest was the Smetana overture, which 
is so rarely heard here. The performance 
was faithful to the composer's conception 
and was generally excellent. 

The artist of the evening was Mr. Leonid 
Birsen who gave a masterly rendering of 
the vi~lin concerto by Brahms. Mr. Birsen 
showed a fine understanding of this most 
difficult ~omposition of a great composer. 
He is a violinist who has strength, coupled 
with a feeling for g_reat beauty. His was a 
well-balanced and polished performance. 

Th or-che tra went on to giv a delight
ful interpretation of the famous Schumann 
symphony. The strings under Mr. Max 
Weinbrenn left little to be desired. 

Altogether the e ning provided a feast 
of good music rende.red in a satisfying 
manner. 

D. 

" H G IVRI"-"BNEI BIALIK" 
The ge al meeting of the members of 

· sti on will be held at the Hebrew 
High SChool, Johannesburg, on Saturday, 
the 6th inst., at 8 p.m. 

W. J. HIGGS & CO. 
73, MAIN STREET, 
PORT ELIZABETH. 

SHIPPING, CLEARING, 
FORWARDING. 

Apri 5, 1935. 

Berea Hebrew Congregation 
ANNUAL MEETING THIS MONTH 

ON Sunday, April 21, the twelfth annual 
general meeting of members of the 

Berea Hebrew Congregation will be held at 
the Berea Hebrew School Hall. The meet
ing will commence at 10 a.m. sharp. 

The annual report of ihis important 
Johannesburg institution, which is signed 
by Mr. I. J. Hersch (President); Mr. S. 
Kessel (Vice-President); Mr. L. Hagg 
(Treasurer), and Mr. R. A. Behrmann (Hon. 
Secretary). shows that the Congregation is 
in a flourishing condition, so much so, in
deed, that the advisability is mooted of en
gaging a Preacher who could minister to 
members and worshippers and particularly 
give a lead to the younger generation. 

A proposal of great general interest, 
which has been unsuccessfully brought up. 
before, will again be submitted to this 
year's meeting; that is, that women mem
bers of the Congregation should be entitled 
to vote on congregational matters and that 
they should be entitled to election to the 
Council. A keen debate is expected on this 
proposal. 

The Berea Hebrew Congregation fosters 
close co-operation with such institutions as 
the S.A. Board of Jewish Deputies; the ::>.A. 
Boa of Jewish Education; the United 
Hebrew Schools; the Federation of Syna
gogues, etc. During the past year a modern 
English-Hebrew Kindergarten has been 
opened which is proving a great success. As 
in previous years, the Congregation will 
again recommended a grant of 20 guineas 
for 1935 to the Hebrew University in Jeru
salem. 

The balance she discloses a satisfactory 
financial position. There is a surplus of re
venue over ex enditure amounting • to 
.£834 7s. ld. The bond on the synagogue and 
school building has been considerably re
duced. 

The Congregation now numbers 210 mem
bers and new applications are coming in 
regularly. 

The report tenders thanks to Chief Rabbi 
Dr. J. L. Landau, Rabbi Kossowsky, and 
others who gave valuable assistance and ad
vice to the Congregation. 
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G AND 

SUND Y NEXT, 
at 8.45 p.m. 

CONCERT 
in aid of the 

BRAA FONTEIN TALMUD TORAH 
Braamfontein Talmud Torah, 

Under the distinguished patronage 
of th Mayor and Mayoress (Mr. and 

Mrs. M. Freeman). 
Following Artists appearing: 

BERTHA EGNOS 
HARRY RABINOWITZ 
BEATRICE ALEXANDER 
MIRIAM MYERS 
BEBE YVETTE BROWN 
GERTRUDE MILES 
OLIVE TOMKINS 
THE ORPHEANS 
DOLLY WE'INBRENN 
JOFFE TRIO 
LES. LIDDELL 
LOLLIE AREMBAND 
ESSIE AREMBAND 

and 
ARCHIE PA 

dd.: -Prempaper" 


