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MUSIC AND ART IN JOHANNESBURG 

The Don Cossack Choir 
There was much enthusiasm at His 

Majesty's Theatre on Monday evening when 
the famous Don Cossack Choir of thirty 
men opened their season in Johannesburg. 
There were many amongst the audience who 
understood Russian and were able more 
keenly to enjoy the various items. 

The art of the singers, however, is such 
that a knowlecige of the language is not 
essential. The intonations and the 
nuances give an almost perfect idea of the 
spirit of every song and all of these are 
rendered by some of the cleverest of har
mony ingers ever to have visite<l South 
Africa. 

There wa::; perhaps a feeling that not all 
of the members of the Don Cossack Choir 
demonstrate the physical robustness of the 
Russian Cossacks. The Cossack spirit, how
ever, is brought over splendidly by the ren
dition of a marvellous range of melodies. 
Presented under the superb direction of 
Monsieur N. Kostrukoff, they were real 
gems of song. 

The singers do not rely upon stage 
or effects, except in the case of lighting, in 
order to give a more accurate colour to the 
spirit of the songs rendered. 

The entertainment supplied by the Don 
Cossack Choir is unique and the enthusiasm 
which prevailed throughout the week is a 
good augury for a successful South African 
season. Credit is due to M. Alexandre Levi
toff and the African Consolidated Theatres 
for bringing out so large a group of 
talented entertainers to this country. 

A.B.C. Symphony Concert 
Tuesday evening last saw the first Sym

phony Concert of the A.B.C. Symphony Or
chestra's 1936 season. 

The soloist of the evening was the well
known vocalist, Miss Margaret Roux, who 
gave a fine rendering of arias in the "Vor· 
spiel" and "Liebestod" from "Tristan and 
Isodle." The orchestra, under the 
baton of Mr. Jerry Schulman, did 
not acquit itself well in this 
item. Taken out of its context in the opera, 
the music itself is not particularly striking 
and the orchestra's rendering of it failed to 
impress. 

The main item of the evening was 
Glazounow's Symphony No. 6 in C Minor, 
the merits of which, I am afraid, the pro
gramme exaggerated. Though this sym
phony contains some brilliant passages, it 
cannot justly be termed a great sym
phony in comparison with classic examples. 
The last movement is striking; but to call 
it "one of the finest symphonic movements 
ever penned" smacks of hyperbole. 

Mr. Schulman was not very successful in 
his interpretation of this symphony. There 
were times when it was inclined to drag 
somewhat and times when the contrasts 
were poorly indicated. The final movement, 
however, was handled in good style. 

The orchestra came off best in the open
ing overture, Dvorak's " Othello," a colour
ful piece of music which does not present 
any great difficulty in treatment. 

One hopes to hear the orchestra in .a 
better programme at the next concert, to be 
held on the 18th inst. 

E.B. 

Johannesburg Women's Zionist 
League 

Hillbr ow Branch.-An interesting literary 
afternoon was held on the 31st ult. at the 
residence of Mrs. Chagy. There was an ex
ceptionally large gathering present. Mrs. 
Reinhold and Mrs. Patley were also present. 

Mrs. Chagy in welcoming the guests com
mented on the importance of the cultural 
side of the society and was pleased to an
nounce that members of the Hillbrow 
branch have started attending lectures on 
Jewish history given by Mr. I. Goss. 

Miss Kavin read the annual report of the 
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A Forthcoming Exhibition 

PAINTINGS BY JACOB NU8SBAU:\I 

An interesting event in Johannesburg's 
art world will take place on Monday, Feb
ruary 24, at the Rand Women's Club, when 
an exhibition of paintings by Jacob ~uss
baum will open. 

Jacob Nussbaum is a Jewish painter 
whose name is not unfamiliar to European 
art. At present in his 'sixties, he has had a 
life of varied and deep experience, travel
ling through many countries of the world 
until he finally settled in Palestine, where, 
by the beautiful Lake Kinnereth, he lives 
to-day, peacefully devoting all his time to 
his art. 

Nussbaum is an artist of fine sensibilitJ.' , 
keenly aware of the manifold beauties of 
nature, ~nd, free from artistic pedantry, he 
creates m the healthy joy of life works 
that show his art is both a gift and a bles
sing to him. 

The coming exhibition will contain a re
presentative selection from his works. Manv 
of ~he paintin!?s, especially the aquarelles, 
depict scenes m Palestine. The exhibition 
will be opened by Mr. Hirsch Hillman at 
5.30; p.m. There is no doubt that it will 
attract considerable attention. 

JOHANNESBURG SYMPHONY SOCIETY 

The next concert of the Johannesburg
Symphony Society will be held on Thurs· 
day, February 13, in the Wanderers Hall. 
The main attraction of the evening will be 
the appearance of Madame Anny Lam· 
brechts, the fine Hollands contralto, who 
this time will be heard in a classical pro· 
gramme. 

The orchestral items will include the bril
liant overture "Anacreon," by Cherubini, 
and Mendelssohn's "Italian" symphony, a 
striking example of the "Romantic," and 
perhaps the most popular of the great 
master's works. 

The Symphony Orchestra of 48 will be 
under the baton of its director, Mr. Joseph 
Trauneck. 

"IT'S ON THE AIR" AT THE METRO 

A good story combining comedy and 
drama with thrills is offered in "It's on 
the Air" which is the Metro's special fea
ture this week. The chief characters, played 
by Jack Benny, Ted Healy and Una Merkel, 
in their own inimitable way, ensures good 
entertainment to all patrons of the Metro. 
The supporting programme is good. 

"SIX HOURS TO LIVE" AT T HE PLAZA 

Warner Baxter and John Boles, two of 
the screen's most popular men, are cast 
together in "Six Hours to Live," the at
traction at the Plaza Theatre this week. 
The story of the film is an intriguing and 
interesting one and as a background for 
the dramatic episodes enacted, John Boles 
and Miriam Jordan supply the love interest. 
The supporting programme at the Plaza is 
of its usual high standard. 

cultural activities of the group. 
Mrs. Reinhold commended the branch on 

their· excellent work. 
Mrs. Patley also reminded members of 

the coming Keren Hayesod campaign and 
urged them to try and make it successful. 

An excellent musical programme fol
lowed. A piano solo was rendered by Miss 
Lovell and several charming Russian and 
Yiddish songs were sung by Mrs. Kan
torowitz. 

A vote of thanks to Mesdames Reinhold 
and Patley was proposed by Mrs. Braude, 
ancl to the artists and hostess by Mrs. Abel
heim. 

Feb> zw1·y 7th, 1.936. 

Tel. Add.: "Coal." Box No.: 2863 

Oogies Navigation 
Colliery, Ltd., 

5, Standard Bank Chambers, 
Commissioner St., Johannesburg. 

To COAL MERCHANTS & 
STORE-KEEPERS 

FIRST GRADE COAL 
For Steam and Household Purpose!!!. 

ROUNDS, COBBLES, NUTS. 

Lowest Quotation. 

TRIAL ORDER SOLICITED. 

A N C H 0 V ~,.. E- T T E 

HARRY PECK'S 

ANCHOVETTE 
(REG. TRADE MARK) 

THE ORI GINAL FISH PASTE 
MADE IN ENGLAND 

This delicious and whole
some Fish Paste can be 

special 
packing 

with the sanct ion 
of the Bet h- Din, 
London. 

~ N C H 0 V E T T E 

Phones 33·5025/6/7. 

FOR 

DRESSED TURKEYS 

CAPONS, CHICKENS, DUCKLINGS 

The Finest Procurable. 

New stock of Almonds, Raisins, 
Biscuits and Delicacies. 

NOTE.-Special Line-

Peak Frean Crystallized Fruits. 

46, Kerk Sti~eet, 
JOHANNESBURG. 

RED DAISY TEA is delicious and refreshing. Try it • 
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