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A Painter Honoured 
Mr. Amshewitz as Guest of the 

Jewish Guild 

THE guest at the monthly lunch2on-thc 
beginning of a new series-at the Jew

ish Guild on Wednesday afternoon was Mr. 
J. H. Amshewitz, the eminent and distin
guished painter. He delivered a highly in
teresting and witty speech, in the course of 
which he referred to the fact that many 
years ago he had lived in this country for 
a period of six years as an actor and took 
a leading part in the then popular play of 
the day-"Potash and Perlmutter." He was 
attracted bv the offer to come to South 
Africa from London as he f·elt it would 
give him an opportunity to study the colour 
question. 

"I was very busy when I arrived here and 
instead of staying six months. I stayed six 
years," said Mr. Amshewitz. "The only 
effect of my study of the colour question 
was that I obtained a kaleh in South Africa 
(laughter) and we have lived happily ever 
afterward·." 

Referring to the Jewish contribution to 
art, Mr. Amshewitz said there was no such 
thing as a distinct Jewish school of paint
ing. On the other hand there were great 
contributions on the part of Jewish painters 
to the art of many countries. 

"Jews are wonderful a!'similationi.,ts 
in art. ! would recommend this fact to 
Dr. 1alan. (La.ughter). The first Je\ ish 
contribution wa in the realm of archi
tecture, for i! was :oah who ''as th(• 
first architect. 
"I rem mber when I wa::s a youth," con

tinued l\lr. m he\\ itz, "I used to dnn all 
over the pages of m • exercise book. My 
headmaster at the time showed his ap
preciation of my art by 'woodcuts.'" 
(Laughter). 

peaking of distinctive Jewish painting, 
Mr. Amshewitz pointed out that it was a 
non-Jew who excelled in this direction, for 
Rembrandt was undoubtedly the greatest 
Jewish painter. His famous picture, "The 
Rabbi," in the National Art Gallery in 
London, was probably the finest Jewish 
painting ever created. 

Mr. Amshewitz concluded by expressing 
the hope that in the re-building of the 
Jewish National Home, there would be es
tablished also a National Art Gallery. "If 
Hitler excludes Rembrandts and other great 
Jewish paintings in his country, we shall 
be pleased to house them in Jerusalem." • 

Mr. Herberj; Cranko presided over the 
luncheon, and among the other guests of the 
Executive of the Jewish Guild on this oc
casion, were Mrs. Amshewitz, the wife of 
the artist, Mr. Gardner (principal of the 
art school) and Mrs. Gardner, Mr. Sydney 
Carter (painter), and Mr. Rene Shapshak 
(sculpt or). 

United Zionist Socialist Party 
A Chanukah social will take place under 

the auspices of the above party on Sunday, 
the 13th inst., at 8.15 p.m., at the club room 
of the party. A fine programme has been 
arranged and the evening will conclude with 
dancing. Members and friends are cordially 
invited. 
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" SHOLEM ALEICHEM l1N JOHANN1ESBURG " 
A Good Perf.ormance ol Famous Comedy 

J T was gratifying to observe the large 
crowd present at His Majesty's Theatre 

on Thursday evening last on the occasion 
of the first appearance in this country in 
a theatrical production of Mr. Jacob Wais
litz, the eminent Yiddish actor from Po
land. He chose as his medium the famous 
comedy "Two Hundred Thousand," by 
Sholom Aleichem~ and an adequate and 
pleasing performance w.as given. Waislitz 
did splendid work in the.main role and was 
ably assisted by Madame Sarah Sylvia in 
the chief feminine characterization in the 
comedy. The rest of the company were 
rnade up of local amateur artists and it 
must be said that these players did well. 

It is obvious that were the play produced 
by a full professional company of gifted 
actors, we would have seen a better per
formance. In view, however, of the dif
ficulties involved in the present production, 
the greatest credit is due to Mr. Waislitz 
as producer and to the members of his com
pany fol' their co-operation. 

The kindly humour and benevolent satire 
of Sholom Aleichem were well brought out 
during the enfolding of a unique domes
tic drama. In the first act we see the poor 
Jewish tailor living- with his family and 
"help" in sordid sunoundings of abject 
poverty, yet there is an atmosphere of 
philo ophic contentment. The tailor, how
ever, lives in hope of winning a big prize 
\\ ith his lottery ticket, which he has con-
istcntly tal· 11 amiclst every tribulation-

for twenty-five year . The first act JH! 
with the news that he has drawn the first 
prize of two hundred thousand roubles. 

In the next act, we see the tailor and 
his family comfortably ensconced in the very 
lap of luxury. Gradually we realise that 
they have become the slaves of their wealth 
and are unhappy in their souls, although 
outwardly rather perky and proud. And 
then the hero of the comedy loses all his 
wealth through some clever "crookery" on 
the part of two scoundrels, but the feeling 
of pain at his loss is entirely eliminated 
when he hears news of his daughter hav
ing run away. If she will be found, he 
will forgive the Almighty for his strange 
tricks. The Almighty evidently hears it 
all, and the erring daughter is returned to 

A "M'lave Malka" 
A Chanukah service and "M'lave Malka'' 

will be held under the auspices of the Miz
rachi Organisation on Saturday night, the 
12 inst., at 8 p.m. sharp, at the Jewish 
Guild Hall, Von Brandis Street. Cantor 
Berele Chagy and his full choir will per
form the Chanukah service. Musical items 
will be rendered by well known artists, and 
addresses will be delivered by prominent 
speakers. 

A minimum charge of ls. 6d. per person 
will be made at the door and refreshments 
will be provided free. A cordial welcome is 
extended to the general public who are as
sured of a "Pleasant evening in a truly Jew
ish atmosphere. 

THE JE\ ISH T ILOH 
:\1r. Jacob Waislitz in the main role of 
Semlie Seroka in Sholom leichem' 
''T" o Hundred Thom,;and," produced , t 

Hi 1aje ty's Theatre. 

the bosom of her p, rent , vh go hack in 
contentment to their original drab poverty. 

A fine idea, well worked out! Mr. 
W aislitz's portrayal of the Jewish tailor i 
a memorable one. The characterization of 
his simple, kindly and foolish wife by 
Madame Sarah Sylvia is undoubtedly one 
of the finest things she has ever 
given here. Credit is due to African Con
solidated Theatres, Ltd., for having af
forded the Jewish community an opportun
ity to witness a performance of Sholom 
Aleichem's fine comedy. The excellent 
response given to the play by the public 
is, we hope, an augury for future Yiddish 
art production in South Africa. 

D. 

Children's Service in Berea 
The advent of Chanukah was marked by 

a special service for the children attending 
the Berea Talmud Torah on Tuesday after
noon, the 8th inst. About sixty children 
celebrated the holiday in true spirit. 

Mr. S. Kessel, President of the congre
gation, welcomed Chief Rabbi Dr. J. L. 
Landau, who had come specially for the 
occasion, and also introduood to the child
ren Rabbi I. M. Gervis, the newly appointed 
minister. 

Rabbi Gervis spoke eloquently on "The 
Duty of Youth to Its Leaders," and there
after Dr. Landau delivered an inspiring ad
dress on "The Significanoo of Chanukah." 
The children were then entertained to re
freshments by the congregation. 

OUR E QUIPMENT IS COMPLETE ---- OUR W ORK UNEXCELLED. 

QUICK REPAIRS 
WE SPECIALISE IN : 

STRAIGHTENING BODIES 
PANELS - DOORS - MUD
GUARDS - - - - - - -
SPRAY PAINTING - TRIMMING, 
Etc. - RADIATOR REP AIRS. 

-THAT'S WHAT YOU W~NT -
ALL KINDS OF WELDING. 
ALUMINIUM, BRASING, CAST IRON. 

BODY BUILDERS AND REP AIRERS. 

ALL-ROUND SATISFACTION GUARANTEED IN 

WORKMANSHIP, MATERIA'LS AND CHARGES. 

Before and After. 

PANEL BEATERS AND SHEET METAL WORKERS. 

CHAS. MAG ID (PTY.) LIMITED., ELOFF STREET EXTENSION 
(OLD INCHCAPE HALL), JOHANNESBURG. . . Phone 33-8652 

CUTHBERT'S FOR GIRLS' SCHOOL SHOES 


