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eport by the 
Education 

Director of Jewish 
Cape lt 

1n the 

loWlng report submitted by the Director of Jewish Education in the Cape, Dr. A. 
the Chairman, will be presented to the Sixth Biennial Conference to be held at the 

Sunday, nth February, 1944:-

PROGRESS. thical trueture of all nation . It i amazing 
how littlp the you th of 011 th A fri('a know of thP 
id~ologieal concept that o' ·up~· the mind and 
inter< ·t of tlw mt llectual.· of the 'H1rld at th 
pre t nt jun tnre. Owing to th p• c·uliar po ·ition 
of Jpwr~· a. a eatter d peopl nmong t nation 
"ith diff<·rent P(•onomic, ocia! rnora l uud po1i
ti<"n l tnwt11r it i mot urglnt for Jewi'h 
Yunt h to al'quaint them Ph 1' at )1•a . t !em 11!.
.ll'il~ \"11 h tho e cur<liual probl<•m . 'I he time 
tador, l1owen r, i the mo t cl<'ei iy,~ orn. A 
long; a our par<'nt do n i n~n•c> to Pmulate the 
P ample> of many <·omm1111iti<1 in Am rica and 
l•~nglancl \\ho Pnd th ir C'li i1d rC'11 to " lw<lN" for 
-l!! ho11r \\ P kl~, \\e ·}wll no Ii in a po ition 

to n<ld to th" ul1jcC't ta11gl1t i11 om· l0hool . 

SCHOOL TERMS AND SCHOOL COUR
0

SES. 

eertaiul: b d finul and designed bv tlw on'l
muuity a a lwle and it lead •r · r<'pre Pnted 
h\' th(' variou commit Ll·P · thP formulation of the 
d~taik·d .-vllabus a w >]) a' tlw m thod of t11ition 
for eaeh and ev ry . ubjec mu t o 11eee ity be 
left in the hand of exp rt . 011 l ,. ·uch <' ·i>ert 
are qualified to d(• l'l'ntine what r an ad ·qua.t 
.dlnbu (con onant with th hroad aim· adopted 

by the communit~') arnl what is the appropriat 
m thodoloru·. Thu. i laymeu tr~· to influ nc th 
method of tuition tli y aduall. · C'll ·rmu·h upon a 

field that i not their . m·h la ·men ma · d<' erv 
u ell of the in titn ti on on<•f'r;te.cl. hut· the le 
the.' interfere in mat r. o a 1mn•I · prof ional 
11atur ', the mor th1 y will Pn th in ti ution 
they have at heart. 'l'hi axiom i. cogent and 
,·alid wh n dealing \•ith a11 · 11dn<'ational in titu
tion ·eeular or oth1 rwi P, hut it llC'eom s a ''con
ditio ine qua non" f1 r tl1P 11<'<'1' ~ of our p <'ial 
chool "h re ' n th bP t of th profe ional 

(•dueator · are faeC'd wi h a hard probl m, i. . how 
to nchi \e the C>t aim in th little tim at our 
di po al. 

SINGING. 

Jn rtainl • tran -

1•11n- aHan . 

most para-
1 •• , \I e an• not in P position to 

nuinely 111i11imal rulturai <ll'mand · of 
e , wlwren:-. our main task .-hould 
tlDlulate th, d man<l tor thP "{'om-

are in a position to offl•J. I feel it 
t to i:s\IC' this gr:n c warning to 
our co1111111111ity, that unle s we are ,.1 .. Mroduce a nnlllh<·r of aitable teach rs 
from abroad W<' ·hall he faced with 

18't1Ulllfilrioration i11 our ntire educational 

INTEREST. 

for a thorouJ?;h knowledge of 
inC'rea: 'd in recent years i 

J<'Wish education ha. at last 
map. and the Jewish national 

thi country, as well as incli\·iduals. 
inter' t in the Jewish ('ducntionn l 

OIU' growinµ; gc·11erntion than ever he
Hoard mi~ht certainly feel som1• 

hat it efforts in arousing puhli,· 
••1<11• ••111> educational institutions havf' shown 
1••-Attm. 1hi ha.- bccdlne manifest not 

uncbing of the Edneation Cnmpaip;n 
t ati ·factory r .:ult · it showed. 

lll•tir.nlarl~· h~· t "He frequent di eu , ions 
of the Jewi :·d1 pr<'S as Wf'll a. from 

on matter diredly or indireetl~· 
l'"lllli:m.··lliitl. Jewish P<lul'atiou. 

SYLLABUS. 

t.o he nhl" to rC'port that tJH' 
~ by th Roa rd in 19:-J9 /40 ha, 

1tab]e aud lll'C'e ful in an hut on1• 
d to whi<'h . ome altf'ration had 

he period of tuition could he in· 
br one hour per week. I ~hou~d 

r11 ... -.-. ... eet thnt "current event '' . houl.i 
r chool . Thi would include nc,i

direct]y concerning our own peopl" 
iuues connected with the social and 

pr -

\\"hilt· n ron idPrablc 1rn111h r ul pan•nt havl' 
j..!,n1<lmdly re< one11u1 th m • h tht> idea of .1 

" l'hool 1·011r "" in th cu tl1at a 1•holar mu t 
not loan• <"11001 lwfore he or h' h:1 l ompld I th<' 
L'o11r P ,·pt out b,,. the cuniculnm, i lw bulk of our 
1111n•nt · are till in th• hn hi of "itl1drnwing their 
l'hildmn rrnm !'Choo) whc·IJ( ,·pr li<·y 0 <k ire. Tl11• 
•drnlnr thu. do not gri11lwrtr t rom thf' cl1ool hnt 
irnpl~· de rrf it. Hn too tli pnhlic· mu t be 

Pnlight1 nNl 1•011tinuou 1, . '1'11 ~· nn1 t l ai n tn 
n•ali c' that th ·.dlubu. durnn lip bv 11 is tl1<' 

h11r1• minimum 111 t:dccl for i lie tq holdi11g of our 
nnti 111al nnd rel1gi 11 tradition and that our i11-
tcn ion l1a to mnl·, ''rahonirn" or 
''reh1 tzPn and' 1n11ghtl'r 

ATTENDANCE. 

Th<· regnlarit~ in the attP1Hlnt1<·e of scholar en
roll d in our chool . hows n mo t gratif ~·ing 
improYPrncmt. Tlw averag1 t t 111l:111ce now i · c 2 
1wr <'Pnt., an iner a e of 1wr C'C'nt. as ('ompnre<l 
with the pr vion period. )f <·0111· e, in his con-
1wction as well a· in r gnr<l to thl' que ·tion of 
<'arly cnrolm 11t, there i genernll~· n notahle dif
fer<•nc<' bPtwP n the "ri her" and "poorer" aren , 
in favour of the latter. 

METHODS OF TEACH ING. 

Thl' argnm<>nt about th• iwo main methods of 
languag<' instruction, the din•ct and tlte trans
lation nwthod whi{'h had hl c11 dl'cicfod long ago 
in f:n our of the former, ha.· t'I'<'' ntl~, hl'l'll <'ll

gaging tlw intHe ·t of man~· a la\"ma11 '"·ho in his 
l1•i urP ti1111' oc· npie him. t>lf with 'lalmucl Torah 
prohlPm ·. It would be innpprnpriate in thi.
n•port to Pntc>r into a cil'ntifi,. analysii-. of the 
prnhlt>m. I merpb· want to str•' · tlrnt: the ques
tion mu t Jip ll'ft to th<' prof!' . sional authorities 
who alo111• nn• ahl , in the light of <'i1•11titwall~· 
1·olll ded data, to ·om to ohjecti,,e and unhia rl 
!'OnC'l11 ·io11 ·. It may not how0n_1 r. he amiss tn 
·tate ihat apart fro'm 1t 'other a<h·nntap;<'s. from 
t 11~ point of ,·iew of tim<· er 0110111~· th, din «L 
mc•t hod i prc•frrable to that of tran lat ion which 
w.1k •s th• !< . on a mer :neelwnicul proc "' and 
wlwr hY th<' \'11 rnac·u1ar takf' the> acth·e and the 
H 1•hr ,~. the pa n· role. 

.\ t t Iii. point [ he] that a f w ge11 ra 1 remnrkc:: 
:-is to the propri •t.'· of interfen'lll'l' ,>f member of 
-1·hool ommitt . ancl oth r l:n men in matter .. 

tl1 prPf sional nature of whi,'.Ji i pat nt, are 
11Pce nr. '. \Yhil the aim and object. the o-callc>d 
" nd ziel," of our educational in titutions should 

lea t a number of 
i!H• l1C'1ll'fit of inging ]p-. ·ons. 

EXCHANGE VISITS. 

\\ hile on thi suhj d of metho·l of in. tru<'tfon 
f el that xchange vi it of t achcr to -variou 

chool would h of great vahw for t acher 
and ~eholRrs alikl'. The t aclwr wonld hN·ome 
arqun int< <1 \\ ith thP organi at ion of otlwr hool." 
:rn<l the method· of hi· «oil agne and tl lL aug
mc·nt Iii. own knowh•dgl and e perit net>. That the 
c·hools would greatly he1wfit hy the. e Yi. it~ nee<l 

hnr<ll~· hf• tre eel. lf C'Ongregations and chool 
rnmmitteP agree to c·<H>Jwratt> in t hi mattc>r, I 
intend introdlwing visit~ of this kind for, at any 
rah>, the Penin nla a· soon a pos ihl • 

MORNING CLASSES. 

I am orry indeed to ha\'(' to report that in 
. pitt of all the efforls of tlw l'ornmitfr of tht• 
l "nit cl Hebrew SC'huol. . Cape rrown, their experi-
ment in ~he tahlishment ol Morning Cla ·ses 
i.e., a ecular dav ~chool wh<'r<· llc'hr<•w and other 
Jewi.-h . ttbject 

0

ar a par1 of tlw or<linar · .cur-
1 il'ulum, did not prove n {'Omplete succe s. Tll(' 
number of scholats in this ·chool YPar, tlw fourth 
~·ear of it existenc.:e, i.- •':2. T};is is ,·ery dis
nppointing. For even tho.· who emphatically 
oppo. e the e tablishnwnt of a "paro('hial" school, 
st>t>ing in it a "dangerous sh•p toward segrega
tion," . hould rPalis<' that for children of a tender 
,\gl' it i. e ential to have nll their tuition in 
th<' morning hour and b1 fr e to play in th after-
11oons. That the attc nclanc oi the first ft.w 
stan<lar ls of the primar~· ·{'hool «an be frrmt>d 
". t•gregation," no ohjcctivel~· thinking per. on 
eould erious1y maintain. From our point of vi w 
it i clear that the gain that thesP children of 
t ht' mo.-t r<-'ceptin.i ancl irnpn•. sionahlP agP <·ould 
han• from a thorough .Jewi h l.'1n·ironment and 
atmosphere i. i11C"ai<-ulahl<'. It hould, howcn~r. hf' 
:1dmitte<l that tlw faf'.1 that the Jewi h popula
tion is o widelv C'atterNl nncl tt>nds to moY 
lurther awa fro~ the \ i('inity of the chool build
ing, i, at ]east a contrihnfor~: cau."' for the mall-
11c of the numb r of .'('holars. l"ndPr normal 
"ondition the di. tm1c: • fador eonld he overcome 
lw arranging for a ~·p<•«inl Thool hns which would 
fr·tc:h the children in t h 0 morni 1igs and deliver 
tl1{ m home aftei· the tuition honr. . 

PRIVATE TUITION. 

The numb r of pfrrntc pupil . ec·m to have con
iderably increased <luring the period under con-



no 

KINDERGARTENS. 

Th proj ct •<l c tahli hmen o n network of 
Hehr , rindergart n in all uitablc c ntres 
could not be exEcutNl for l• ck of trnincd kind r
garten t uch r ·. In fact, the l ·i ·ting kindPr
gart •n in the whol [nion are n qu ntly a<l-".'er
ti ing for te~ hers without rec· idng an · applica
tion . hould we ucf'eed in onr Pnd avours to 
obtain an adL•quate number of Kindergarten 
teacher· from Pal tin , we c01il imm cliately 
proc C'd with the opening of ncli chool.s, the 
nee it · for which ha bv now b<'c me obv10u to 
anyone \ ho takt' · an 'intere · in edncational 
matt r 

BARMITZVAH CERTIFICATES. 

I am inch> d pleased to h abl to report that, 
th certificates han• becllme ''fa hionahh•" and 
many a parent actually in i ·t upon th t acher 
(school or privat ) pr paring hi ehild for th 
DarmitzYah e ·aminatiou. 'fhere i1rc still a few 
teacher (mo ti ' private) ·ho for rea ·ons be t 
kno,·n to themselve<:, are n•luc>tant to pr ·ent 
their tudent for e ·amination. It i , ho\' vcr, to 
be hop d th t public opinion will oon ·nee• ed in 
com·indng th m of the acl i abilit of alling in 
with the de ir : and dt.'mnnd · of ti comrnlmity. 
The i · ·ue of an nlarg<"d and angm nt d edition 
of th s t · ·llabn for Barrnitzvn h candidat . . 
particular!· in the • tion "La" a nd Customs," 
is in pr par tion. 

BNOTH MITZVAH. 

CENSUS. 

Ev nth 

the kind permi . ion an<l a!: i tanr 
tend nt-G neral of F..d.ucation in 
information thus olkct will b 
and provide u · with a 
our future a'ti"itic .. 
. et i h not b n po 
to exploit the informativ 

Rabbi Isra 1 

the importnm·e 
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cen us. I am, therefore, not in a positi?n to dis
cn ·s the results of arue ancl the co11clus10ns to be 
de<lncte<l th refrom. 

SEMINARY. 

It i · with ~he greatest regret that I :iave .to 
report that with r gard to the Teachers Tram
ing 'onr:es. which wcr long ago conte~p1ate.d by 
tht> Board, little could be done. In spite ~f t~1e 
most attradive offers made by the Board m its 
a<lvcrti ements in the pn• s, the re~ponse was very 
meagre. It ecms quit~ clear that only a co_m
pldc change rn the attitude of the commumty 
towards the Hebrew teacher by granting l1im an 
adequate status both · economically a1:d socia.l~y, 
will attract local youth to the profes~1on and m
du('c parents to liave th jr child1·en trained for 
that career. A start, ho' ·ever, with ·uch an i~
stitntion is being mad and refresher counes will 
be opened at th beginning of March for stud~1~t:5 
who have occupied po ·ition:.; as teachers or muns
tcrs and who are now prepared to devote a year 
or two to further studies. 

HEBREW MOVEMENT. 

Little ha' been done in this direction for the 
last f w vears. This is Lo a large extent due to 
the fact that the reservoir which supplied u. with 
new force brought up in a Jewish atmo&phere 
and equipped with a thorough knc-w1edgc of 
Hl'hrew, has been completely do ed dming the 
period under con ideration. The little, bowen~r, 
that did take place in thi , field- a Granrl Concert, 
man· 'Hebrew lectures .c1emorial Ev£:ni11gs in 
hon~ur of Hebrew writ '·rs ome H brew classes 
for adult tc.-was either directly arrar,ged hy 
the Board' or inspired by it. In the future it will 
IJe neces. al'V to concentrnt<' more on ·ultural work 
nmongst aclults. For lJesi<les the fact that adult 
ec1t1<•ation, tra<litionallv a salient item in Jewish 
communal activitie . ., ~u t range as on<' of the 
tnsks of the Board, cultnral acth·ities amongi:<t 
tlu older generation "ill pt·ovc most beneficial to 
our entir ('ducational s,·stem. Parents "ho thern
:elvcs enjoy a Jewish~ cultural atmo.-phere wil1 
fef•l enconraged and indnct"'d to sec that at least 
:,;orno of that traditional fire that once burn d so 
glo" in\:!;ly in ~he h art: of our ance .~tors should 
he handed oYer to their <"hildren. 

BOOKS. 

'om• time after the outhr ak of war we reali:e<l 
We thE't or<l(•r d the n e · ·ar.v hooks both from 
that a hortngf• of Pho I 1 ool· "n immine11t. 
Palestin and th nitc'<.l ~·ta t0 of America nncl 
nr now in the happy po t ion f lwin y ahle to 
sup1 lv hool nndc>r ur upL rvi ion with all 
·chool hook n pre cril d by our syllahns. l!."<'<'n 
other ( ntr a1 • not 111frequ0ntl supplied hy us 
"ith urgently n ded Looks. 

J 11 the di ·semination of he 11 Pht w book gener
ally 'e were al o quit a ctive. An ~n crage of 
a ho11 £100 wo1 th of bool per · nnum were sold 
by us. In the ours o th activities it has 
been found ha though not. as eager and zealous 
as manv of u were in the "old home" tber is 
·till n ~large numh r of H brew readers in thi 
country who harhour a laf nt urge for th~ Hebrew 
book that coul<l easily he nwak0ned and jntensi
fi('d. Mo t plea ·ing is of emu. the fact that, eYPn 
yo1mg men and \\omen h01n in this country are 
gradually beginning to npp ar on the Hebrew 
markc>t ns eager consumers. How vcr, owing to 
war <'onditious it wa. not pas ible to make full 
11 of this mo t gratif:ing "di.:covery." 

In this connection I wi sh to express our sin
c·er .·t thanks to .Ir. H. I~ ouri , the great cham
pion of lil'brew cultur , who since his arrival in 
the 1 nited States has . n ·ed as our "agent" and 
. pared neither time nor llf·rgy in order to procure 
for u the neces ary ~chool books on. the mo t 
r0aso1rnble conclitions. 

, p ial thank a al o d 1 o th l ad Olli o 
of the Drith hrith Olamith whi(;h tirelessly and 

February 25th, 
.: .. 

uninterruptedly showed grea:t interest in o 
quirements and whenever pos ible acquired f 
books Yery much needed for our education 
stitution. 

HOLIDAY CAMP. 

In many holiday re orts in the united 
of A.m<>rica, Jewish educational institution 

stablished Holiday amps for Talmud 
scholars. In tbos camp large numbers of J 
<'hildren are spending their bolidnys in a J 
atmosphere where our religion -national c 
are being k pt, games symb0Jiqi11g Jewis 
played, lectm·ettcs on Jewish 1 opics held 
"Hebrew hour ·" when all connffsation m 
eonductc.>d in Hebrew are observed. 1 subn. 
the Bo'lrd this scheme for emulation. A lJ 
Home should lie built in Muizenherg which 
be open during the sea on and be run b 
teachers. Anv Jewish child in the Uniou reC1 
Hebrew tuiti~n shoulc1 be admitted to the E 
I am convinced that parents knowing that 
childn n are spending their holidays under c 
supenision, will gladly pay the fee3 
co,·er the expenses involved. 

In conclusion I should like to say that t 
I know very Wt'l1 that it will not be po ib 
mediately to reali ·e and bring to life most 
sttgg stion ancl recommendations contained i 
report, I nevertheless feel that they should 
immediate aim and goal towards which o 
deavours have .to be directed. The d 
ment and 11phnilding of any educ3tional ~Y' 
a gradnal pTOcess which by the nature of 
can neYer reach completion bu:t has alway 
continu d . Let all of us, congregations, co 
tePs. tNtche'l·s and the Board do cur sharr a 
edifi~·e will rise which will h~ edifying to ea 
eYcry mcmbPr of our community. 

OUTGOING COMMITTEE. 

The following are the outgoing Committee 
Board: Dr. <'. R ·neko,· (Chairman), Dr. 
Hurwitz (Yire-chairrnan), Mr. J. Gitlin 
·nrer) l\fr. K Zion (Il'inaucial Secretary), 

.. [. ~forµ; •n t<'rll. ' fr: rs. J. M. 1Ieueck1 

man, M. A. A1onson and 1\1. .,., l\tark , ! 
l\1. lfencck, Rev. M. J. Cohen, Mis F. 
owitz, Ir· .• 1. Aron ·on, l\I . rl:! f: Bitn 
E. J,evi.te (re igned) representing the E 
T 1 acber ' A :;o ·intion. Miss T. Ga" ner h 

· cretary since ctoh r, UHL 

AGENDA FOR THE 

I. Rcadi11g of g1 c tin r and m 

2. ( hairman's addres . 

3. Financial Rt11wrt by Tre"surer. 

4. Report h.) Director of ~du cation. 

5. Discussions on r ports. 

G. Luncheon for delegates. 

7. Resolutions on .Constituti~n. 

8. Nominations and Elections. 

9. Resolutions. 

Bible Reading in Jewish H 
e 
t 

The Chtlpters to be read during the w 0 
commencing Saturday, 26th February ( 
Adar) are Deuteronomy, Chapters 18 to ' 

The BETH DIN announces 
commences on February 25th at 8.9 p. 

and ends on February 26th at 8.54 p. 

>, 
~~~~--~~~~~----~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~h 

in 

COMING! 
The Mightiest Show 1n the 
history of the Western Province 

A Great ational War Fund 
Project 

7 days 25th March - 1st April 1944 
-~11-1111 -11u-1111-tt1-"11-•11-uu-m1-n11-i:in-1iu-1111-1ui-1:111-1111-1111-11M-11tt-uu-11u-1111-1111-11N 

LIBERTY CAVALCADE 
••- 11-1111-1111-r11-1111-1111-1111-1111-1111-1111-1111-11H-1111->t1-n11-1111-1111-1111-11n-11n-1111-1111-nn-

* 
93 ACRE 70 to 80 SECTIONS 

Biggest Defence Exhibit ever seen in South Africa 
* Huge Railways and Harbours Section * Over 20 National Villages Etc. Etc. Etc. ' 

SPACE DONATED BY JOHN HAIG & CO., L TO. 


