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EFORM 
orth-Eastern 

CONGREGATION MEETING 
Branch Formed 

NSIDERABLE surprise was caused at th·e inaugural meeting 
of the North Eastern Suburbs Reform Congregation held 

the S.O .. E. Hall, Orange Grove, on Tuesday night, by the 
appearance of Ch'ief Rabbi Dr. L. Rabinowitz 

after the meeting had been opened. Dr. Rabinowitz 
tKtmtere!'d .the hall and took a seat among the audience. 

When the discussion stage was reached, the Chief Rabbi 
to speak from the floor. Mr. N. M. Sloot presided. About 

men and women were reseRt. 

Cas.c;t'll, Pr('sident of the 
•tahlllnJne!;;burg Je\\ ish U(•form Cmlgre

explained that the new con
would serve as an extl'nsion 

of the Mother Congr<'gation. 
fourHl neeessarv on a<X·ouut 

la<-k of accomiuodation at 
Israel on High Holy days and 

ir·n117P.t"r>nmf' the difficulty of dJstance. 
the start, sN vil'cs on High Holy

would be held in tho 8.0 .. K 
and membt>rs living in that area 
stilJ bl• able to attend all other 

at T('tnple Israel. 
i Dr. I. 0. Weiler l'C'\'iewPd 

growth of the Hefonn Movemeut. 
statl'd that of J ohanncsburg's 

population only 20 ono werC' 
of som eongrcgation, 30,000 

ged to no <·ongregation what-
hilt ome G,OOO nttended 

room" 8) uagogues ou thC' High 

!' a~·c not lwrP to <•omp te with 
"Xi ting orthouo · c·ongregation. 
nev~r lm.· htwn, is not nnd will 

be our intention in the futuro. 
only nppenl to tho. c who lJt•long 

no s. ·nagogue at a II. 
During the time of our e istenco 
hRv u ver been antagoni tic to 

,Judaism. We sometimeS" did 
ike tlw . pirit of h~·pocrisy on th<' 
of those wlw de. ired to attack 
We wish no misunderstandings 

arisE' b<.'twcen ourselves and thost' 
do not see C're to eye with us.'' 

concluded b · pointing out that 
result of hard work and initiRtive 

Rnform mm·emPnt had establishPd 
a compl te religious civilisation, 
it would continue with its work. 

the meeting was thrown open 
neral <li cussion Dr. Rabinowitz 

ask the chairman wh<'ther he 
he permitted to speak. 
Sloot then welcomed the Chief 
and im·i~d him to address the 

Dr. Rabiaowitz 
Rabinowitz satd that · he was 

naware of the fact that he had 
into a Lion's Den," and he 

~nt·ecia1;ed tlw welcome extended to 
thC' chairman. 
· Weiler had declared that 
not antagonistic to Orthodox 

I am afraid I 'can't F-ay the 
as regards Reform Judaism. 

this rea on I decided to come to 
meeting. 

I hnd hovcd to hear something 
the lH'tnciples of Ueform ,Juda-
1 don't say that I would have 
converted, but an explanation 
nt Ueform Judaism stands for 
have been an enlightenment to 

Ali I 1ward was about th reform 
·ynngognt' services and a reference 
h lOCI'ito . .I say openlv and 

nklv that if it wns a ()Uestien of 
rpform of s •rvicN! only, I would 

n" rrganled it as f•ompl r tC'ly wrong 
ay m·tlling whieh l)light in~Pr
w't 1 what You r·omddPf as hPmg 

r np H"Oaeh t~ God rnfortunatr-]:v. 
i is not . o and 1 ha \'C had oecasion 

e. re ·s mv Yicw. to nr. 'Vcil(•r. 
·t ~lW that "lH'll the n form Con

t"~n take~ it unon it--elf the 
of destroYing thP- n'rv basis of 

._,, ... .,;c.l.. life whieh has eontimlf'd for 
ntl. of years, t1wn I feel that 

muF:t say . nqi('thing. I have plenty 
obi,..f'tion tl'l Hcfnrm .Judaism. but 

confine m~·self to-night only to 
isation of marriage . .'' 

11<' chatgl•«l tlw H<•form Congn•ga
tion i\ ith Jwrfonnin~ marriag('s which 
\H'ro not pt>l"mitted h.'· Jewish Law. 
He rdern d to "chalitznh, '' and to 
women who did not possess a JL•wish 
Get. Children of . U<"h man iages, be. 
dt•dared are not recognised by .Jewish 
Law. "I n•ry muC'h regret I t•an't 
koep silent o 1 t1Iis matter. 

"I bC'g of you who an• t esponsiblc 
nwmbers of the ll<'form Congn'gation 
anrl of JH'OSUl•etin• nwmbPrs to realise 
tlw danger and the fa(·t that you are 
playing with fire that by allo" ing 
the praC'tiet> to (•ontinuP, the whole 
ba i~ of Jt•wish life may hP <l<•stroyed." 

Dr. Weiler · 
lh•pl\'ing. Habbi lJr . l\1. C. Wl•ilcr 

said that the vast majority of those 
pre ( nt were nwtuh< rs of thr Hdorm 
Congr •1-(ntion and tlwy w<·r therefon' 
a\\Hil' of \\hat H<•iurm .Judai m stoocl 
for. :\loroo\"t•r, this \\as pnrel. · a 
bniHL' 1llPPtlllJ4 to di.l'HSS th~ for
Jl ation ot u JW\\' ht·an<'lt. Ht' dt'c·larcd 
that \\hPn h·· usl'd tiH• \\onl "h;.po
<·li. ;.·." lw dicl not ha\ t• in mind any 
Jewish h·adt'r, Jay or Hnhbinic. 
He snoko about JH>ouiP who did not 
oh~Sen·l' orthodu · ,Judaism and who 
mad • a ttadis on Heform Judaism. 

HP \\ dcomt>d the faet that h<' had 
had a long chat with Chief Habbi 
Hnbinowitz. ]fp would tPII tlw meet
ing what his rPply was to Dr. Habiu-
0\ritz. 

Dr. Habinowitz, he continnC'd, had 
remarked to him that lw did not mind 
~o~o much the solcmnisation of unau
thorised marriag('S where the appli
<·auts wen' adhcrl'nts of R<'form 
Judai. m but he wa..<~ ('Oncerned about 
those wl;o held orthodox views. 

Dr. Uabiuowitz: I did not say that 
-to me a Jew is a Jew. 

Dr. Weiler : Yon said so at the end 
of our conversation. 

Dr. Weiler said that they were never happy 
to come to the assistance of people who were 
not member11 of the Reform Congregation, 
and it was c:.nly a; the result of persistent 
requests that they helped such people. 

Orthodox ministers had nsked the Reform 
congregation for assistance in the mntter of 
chalitzah cnses, as it was again1:1t their rn·in
chtles to pel'form such martiages. 

He mentioned that the vt·edeceSI:Ior of Chief 
Rabbi Rabinowitz, with whom he hnli ho<>n 
m" vet·y friendly terms, had once summoned 
him in connection with n Chalitzah case and 
was not displeased ubout the action of the 
R-:lform Congregation. A, !ar as his congre
gation was conce~ed, each case was consid
ered on it.; merits 

Mr. Sloot: I personally would welcome much 
more co-O(lcmtion betw;en the Orthodox and 
Reform communities. Let us discus:. om· IlOints 
of difference in an amicable manner. 

At this stage Dr. Rubinowitz rose to leave 
the mee11ng after referring to the chairman's 
announcement that it wus a busines. meeting. 

Afte1· some discussion a resolution to es
tablish a Not·th Eastern Reform Congregation 
was unanimously adoptc.>tl. 

The following management committee was 
elected. 

Messrs. N. M. Sloot, H. P. Alexande1·, V. 
H. Brasch, H. Cohen, J. E.<~kapa, S. J. Geffen, 

. S. Gomperts, B. J.1cobs, S. Ruby, S. Light. 
V. C. Lyons, L. Leon, L. Mattison, I. E. 
Press, N. Saul, H. Sharp, N. Silverman, 
Mesdames S. J. Geffen, M. J . Jacobson, B. 
Jacobs, L. Leon, V. C. Lyons, I. E. Press, N. 

Saul. 

Magid-Raikin Concert 
~E \\ell-known Jewish musidans, Mt·. 

J.. Eu~en Mugid and Mr. Bruno Raikin, 
will :tllll€nt' nt a concert of the Jo

hrumesbut·g- Muuical Society, at the Cal'lton 
Hotel, on Sunday, June 17, nt .45 p.m. 

The two artist:!, who hold a promint nt 
11lace in the local musical \\Orld, hn\'c ap
Pt'l\l'ed before in combined concet·ts and 
have always draw11 considerable crowds. Mr. 
Magid is :1 member of the S.A. Bz·oadcusting 
Con>oration nnd is a well-known violinist, 
and is known for his excellent technir1ue and 
clf'ar toue. Mr. Raikin, who ha!! nppeared as. 
soloist in many concerts in the city, is n 
dlstingni~hed pinni~;t of a very high ot·det·. 

BRIS MILAH 
On the occasion of the Bl'i. Milnh (J( 

David, infant ~Wn of Mr. and Ml"s. Frank~. 
Port l!:Uzaheth, Mr. J. G\ttHtein inKcribed his 
name in the Sefer Hnyeled. 

M1·s. Vromen said that Palestim· wae 
only country where it wns nn nssct to be 
Jew. Pc.-opl coming to Palestine were nOt 
received the1 c n11 refugees, but n~ children 
coming home. Palc~tin<' lwtd out 11 ond rtul 
opportunities for the J<•wish pcopl •, 1 nd shfl 
felt that \W could ge Pale tine if we were 
willing to work for it nud not rely on out. 
side assistanC"e. The childt·cn growing up m 
Pnlestim· \\·et·c different from the C!hildren 3 
th G~tlut. Th t·isin"' g n r ton consUlted 
men and women lillY t'Quntry ('Ould be pro 
of. 

Mr. Samul l Rabinowitz, Chairman of th 
Rhodesian Zi(lnil:lt Council, . aid it ~ns ve 
fitting for Mrs. Vromen to addr~t~s n Zionist 
gathering after bet· strenuotL'I totu· of Rho
desia in the intet·ests of the Jt·wiah War 
Appeal. Hl'r knowledge, e "llerlence and gutd 
ancc was invaluable to Rhodet~ian Jewry. H 
task was dischat·g d more succt•ssfully • 
cause she believed thnt tho Jewh;h tlCOlllc bad 
a futul"c in Palestine. • 

Rev. Dt·. I. H. Levine. in tlumking 111'8. 
Vromen fot• her interesting addt'f'SA, stt·eSIII!d 
the need fot· the Jews for tbP.ir own h~ 
land which wa11 due to them. "Mrs. Vrom n,' 
he said, ''had brought home to Rhodesian 
~ewry tht need of every Jcv• to help hnhili
tate the nelod)' fellow-Jt.:wlf in Europe." 

A Gold<•n Book Certificate, in r cognltioq 
of he1· sterling nnd de .. ·ote<l RCrvil'.es to ~ 
Zionist Cnu~e. was prl'~Wnted to .Mist1 ~ 
Rabinowitz by Mr. Samuel Rabinowitz. lllsa 
Rabinowitz ·uitnbly replied. 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~·-·-·-·-·-·~·-n-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-·-· ·-·-·-·-·~·-...................... -·-·-·-·-·-·-.... . ..... ~~~ 
" I 

II 
"Nothing else 

satisfy him. He's ,·ery 

particular, 

fu sy, about things ; 

food and clothes, as 

weD as cigarettes. He 

says, thanks to the 

Filter Tip, he 

a cooler, cleaner 

smoke." 
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