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Statement by Dr. 
Rab inowitz 

Sir,-In view of my impending de
parture for Europe prior to attend
ing the Zionist Congress, and the pos
sibility of misunderstanding arising 
out of the recent resolution passed 
by the S.A. Jewish Ministers' Asso
ciation recommending me as Chief 
Rabbi of the Union of Or -1odox He
brew Congregations, I should like to 
give my personal view of that resolu
tion. 

I made it clear to the conference 
after the vote was taken that I aid 
not regard it as more than a grati
fying expression of the confidence re
posed in me by my colleagues, and 
as an indication to the lay commu
nity of the feelings of ministers with 
regard to the need for religious or
ganisation of the community. I do 
not regard it as in any way altering 
my status. 

May I point out also that the alter
native proposal adopted by the Union 
for a Rabbinical Council with a rotat
ing chairman who shall hold office for 
two years was my proposal, submit
ted in writing to the governing body 
of the Union of Orthodo.· Hebrew 
Congregations, and that it was on the 
basis of th. t letter th, t the proposal 
was adopted. 

r ours, etc., 

L. RABIN WlT7.. 
Johannesburg. 

Four Questions 
Sir,-Permit me to express my 

feelings about the recent conference 
of the Jewish Ministers' Association. 

At the opening night of the con
ference Rabbi Dr. Rabinowitz said 
that he could not accept the four re
solutions which were submitted by the 
Lema-an Hashabbat OrganiRation, 
because according to their constitu
tion only members of the Ministers' 
Association can bring forward resolu
tions to this conference, but not Ol'

ganisations. 

Here I want to ask some questions: 
(1) Since when must a Sabbath 

Observers' Organisation have a pass
port to submit resolutions at a Jew
ish Ministers' Conference at a time 
when any individual reverend or 
shamas is entitled to do so? 

(2) Does the chairman, who is now 
the Chief Rabbi as well as president 
of the Ministers' Association, think 
that we, by our demands, \Yere im
pertinent, impudent, audacious and 
"Chutzpeddik" ? Because I know how 
that during the whole conference the 
question of sabbath or Chillul Shah
bath was not dealt with at all. Ap
parently the whole religious problem 
in this colll;ltry was the appointment 
of a Chief Rabbi for the Jewish 
Ministers' Association. 

(3) Assuming that we were uncon
stitutional in our demands, surely the 
election of a Chief Rabbi was uncon
stitutional, a fact which •as bril
liantly exposed at the conference by 
Rabbi M. Kossowsky. Therefore it 
seems that with regard to our resolu
tions Rabbi Rabinowitz saw fit and 
proper not to place them on the 
agenda, a decision which is all red 
tape, but when it comes to a question 
of being.elected Chief Rabbi then the 
~ssociation's co11stitution is disre
garded. 

(4) I want to know whether 24 
rabbonim, r everends and shammosim 
tan elect a Chief Rabbi for the whole 

South Africa at a time when I know 
that in Berea and Yeo ville alone there 
are more than 24 rabbonirn, rever
ends and shamossim. 

Yours, etc., 

R. LURIE, 
Vice-Chairman, Lema-an 
Hashabbat Organisation. 

Designation of Chaplains 
Sir,-I would be grateful if vou 

would kindly publish the follo,~ing 
announcement in your paper. 

With reference to the designation 
to be used by former Chaplains who 
served with the U.D.F., the Adjutant
General has ruled that a Minister who 
has been placed on the Reserve of 
Officers is a Chaplain to the Forces. 
He is, therefore, authorised to use 
the letters C.F. after his name. To 
designate himself Honorary Chaplain 
to the Forces (II.C.F.) would be both 
inapplicable and incongruous as far 
as the U.D.F. L concerned. The de
signation H.C.F. refers to former 
Chaplains in the British Army and 
then only when they are gazetted as 
such in recognition of distinguished 
ervices. 

It must, ho\vever, be pointed out 
that a Chaplain is not automatically 
placed on the Reser\'e of Ofl1cm·s upon 
his relinquishing that po~ition. Onlv 
tho. e who hm·e applied for po ·ting 
to the Reserve of Offic ts and ha\'e 
had that application gmntcd may use 
the letl rs ,.F. aft r their na 1cs. 

H is a! o necessary to point oul 
that Chaplains lllay not ref r tn them
selves or allow themselves to he re
~er.red to by thei.r military rank, since 
It 1s clearly laid down that "a Chap
lain is to be known and addressed bv 
his ecclesiastical title and not by hi.s 
relative milita1·y rank" 

Yours, etc., 

I. H. LEVINE, 
Principal Jmvish haplain. 

P.O. Box !J2, 
Voortrekkerhoogte. 

Statement by Hashachar 
. Sir,-In your last issue, you pub

bshed a letter signed by "Not-A
Rabbi," criticising the Jewish Minis
ters'. As~ociation !n electing Dr. L. 
Rabmo\VItz as Chief Rabbi. 

Without going into details, we wish 
to state the following facts: Many 
delegates were forced, owing to con
gregational duties, to leave the Con
ference before the voting took place, 
but before leaving, handed over in 
writing to the Joint Secretaries, their 
full support to the Resolution. These 
votes, however, were not included :On 
the ballot. Thus, there was an over
whelming majority and not thirty out 
of the fifty-five as stated by "Not-A
Rabbi." 

This resolution is, in fact. a re
commendation to the Union of Ortho
dox Hebrew Congregations that Dr. 
L. Rabinowitz be appointed Chief 
Rabbi. Surely the right of Ministers 
to make a recommendation on this 
vital matter, affecting them, cannot 
be denied. 

There is no clause in the constitu
tion '"stating that a Chief Rabbi can
not be appointed by the Ministers' 
Association, neither is there a clause 
that an Hon. Life President should 
be appointed, yet no one would deem 
the latter unconstitutional. 

The progress of an organisation 
would be paralysed if it would refrain 
from activities not mentioned in the 
constitution, which are conducive to 
the welfare of the Organisation. 

Owing to the fact that the confer
ence sub-committee had failed to 

report its decision that Dr. L. J1ab
inowitz should absent himself during 
this session, and as the objection to 
his presence was lodged at a11 ad
vanced stage of the discussion, the 
conference felt that he should be 
present till the end. 

We trust that after ascertaining 
the true facts, "Not-A-Rabbi" will re
alise that his criticism is completely 
unfounded and he will regain his 
breath. 

It was generally agreed by all 
present that the conference was of a 
high standard. 

Yours, etc., 
A. GOLDBERG, Secretary, 
Jewish Ministers' Association. 

63 Sauer's Buildings, 
J ohalUlesburg. 

Gratifying Interest tn 
M.D.A. 

Sir,-I recently returned from 
Eretz Israel and am very pleased to 
note the increasing interest taken by 
the South African pnblic in the work 
of Magen Bavid Adom. 

This institution, which started as a 
voluntary organisation, is playing an 
increasingly important part in the 
national upbuilding. It caters for the 
sick, cares for our refugees, not only 
on arrival, but also in Europe, pro
vides blood transfusion services and 
a number of other vital services. 

I wish the organisers and all their 
assistants the best of luck in this im
portant work. 

Yours, etc., 
\V. UUBIN. 

7 Washington Court, 
40 Yeo Street, Yeoville. 

Recognised as Chief Rabbi 
Sir,-lt is an esh blished JH'inciple 

with me io igno1 e the remm ks of ~ 
col r spondent who, for lack of cour
age, hides his identity behind a nom
de plume. HO\\ e er, as I \Yas rec:opon
sible for introducing the Resolution 
which resulted in Pabbi Dr. Rabino
witz being :1ccepted by the Minister!'' 
Conference as the Spiritual Chief, I 
am obliged to depart frorn that I)rin
clple. 

It is a misstatement of fact that 
only 30 out of 55 delegates voted in 
favour of the resolution. The actual 
fact is that the resolution came be
fore conienmce at its last session 
when a number of d legates had al
ready left. 

As a member of the Conference 
Committee, I emphatically deny that 
any decision was taken by the com
mittee that Dr. Rabinowitz was not 
to be present ddring the discussion of 
the resolution. It was left entirely to 
his wisdom and discretion whether to 
vacate the hall or not. Personally, I 
thought it courageous of him to stay 
and face whatever criticism may be 
levelled against the resolution. To say 
that his "presence exerted pressure 
on the delegates," is most fantastic. 
Dr. Rabil'\owitz is far too democratic 
to have taken exception to any re
marks that might be made, not 
against him personally, but the prin-
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ciple embodied in the resolution. 

I 

A perusal of the resolution will 
l'nake it clear to "Not-A-Rabbi" ·chat 
conference did NOT APPOINT him 
Chief Rabbi, only RECOGNISED him 
as such by virtue of his "outstand
ing abilities as a great Spiritual 
Leader." Hence, I fail to see his ref
erence "that there was no provision 
for such an office in the Constitution." 
The Constitution does not define the 
natme of Resolutions to be submitted 
to Conference. Hence rnw resolution 
which ainu; at strengthening Jewish 
r ligious life and the improvement of 
the status of the ministry comes with
in the scope of the Ministers' 'onfer-

nce. A hief Habhinate will rve 
that dual Imrpose. 

Your etc., 
(l~ev.) . 1., LCVINK 

Beth-El House, 
Pietersburg. 

SOLOMON'S FAREWELL 
CONCERT 

The large, appreciative audience at 
the Solomon farewell Concert on 
Sunday night was more than merely 
reluctant to hear him for the last 
time and recalled the pianist over and 
over again. 

Solomon seemed to be in a dream
world and played with the utmost 
delicacy and sensitivity, nevertheless 
he lost none of the resonance and 
clarity in his interpretation of Schu
man's Etudes Symphoniques Op. 13. 

In Bach's beautiful Prelude and 
Fugue in C Minor from "The Well 
Tempered Clavier" Book 2 he inter
preted the composer's artistry with 
perfect emotion. 

His Mozart was gracious and joy
ous, but as always he excelled in Cho
pin which took up the whole of the 
second half of the programme. In So
nata in B. Minor Op. 58 Solomon 
brought forth all the suffering and 
forlorn hopes of the composer's life. 
It was a beautiful rendering. 

We hope the promised return visit 
of this great artist will materialise, 
and in the very near future. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The Hon. Secretaries of 

Yo u t h A I i y a h B r a n c h C om m~ i t tees 
as well as the general public are hereby notified that the 

YOUTH ALIYAH OFFICE 

901, 
is situated at 

TRA·NSV AAL HOUSE 
PHONE 33-0651 

All material is now obtainable at the above office. 


