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R. WEIZMANN used to tell a 
story about a poor Yeshivah 

ur to whom a rich Jew once 
e a pillow. 

'he rich Jew knew that the 
hivah bochur slept on a hard 
ch. The pillow would at least 
~e things a little more com
table. But the poor Yeshivah 
hur would not have it. 

Madoch," he said, "if it's so 
d to sleep on a few feathers, 
I know from experience, how 

harder must it be to sleep 
whole pillow of feathers?" 

.T ewish humour abounds in such 
stories, going to sbow how what 
seemingly is logical, actually is 
not logical at all. Another 
similar Jewish story relates how 
a Jewish pickpocket proved that 
it was quite legitimate to pilfer 
other people's pockets. He argued 
thus: 

"Madoch, if it's legitimate for 
me to put my hands in my own 
pocket, where no one else is al
l-owed, how much more legitimate 
is it for me to put my hands in 
another man's pocket, where 
even he is allowed." 

The old logic teachers yeat·s 
back used to take the passage in 
the Bible, "And David said all men 
are liars" and prove that one 
could draw two distinctly con
tradictory conclusions, to wit: 

"And David said: All men are 
liars. 

"Therefore, David was a liar. 
"Therefore, all men are not 

liars. 
"Therefore David was not a 

liar. ' 

"Therefore, all men are liars." 

I remember when I was in 
knee pants it was common among 
the youngsters to indulge in 
more or less kindred "J.ogical" 
distortions. I recall that my 
brother once proved to me that a 
sheet of writing paper was a 
lazy dog. 

"A sheet of writing paper is an 
ink-lined plane. 

"An ink-lined plane is a slope
up. 

uA slow pup is a lazy dog." 

I got to thinking ahout these 
"logic" stories after reading a 
statement made in New York 
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Astor. The good lady was ful
minating about the Jews in Pales
tine. She said what was happen
ing in Palestine is creating such 
revulsion in England that, she 
threatens, England will never 
allow a Jew to become Prime 
Minister again. 

All right, so we will never have 
another Disraeli. It was an 
honour to have a Jew, Disraeli, 
as Prime Minister of England, 
but I imagine we can get alon · 
without it. "Abi gesund," as 
they say in Yiddish. Of course, 
the loss will be England's. too. 
It was Di::>raeli who got Cyprus 
for JiJnglnnd; it was Disraeli who 
ma Qn n Victoria, I!~mtn · of 
India. 

Seems to me this one J w, Dis
raeli, did one hundred times more 
for i'ngland than all England 
ha done for the Je\vs. If England 
can get along without a Jewish 
Prime 1\'Iinistcr, we Jews can 
make shift without one, too. 'Ve 
just want a Jewish Prime 1\Iinis
ter in little Palestine. 

But it wasn't this statement by 
Lady Astor that made me think 
of those "logic" stories. It was a 
companion remark that the entire 
"Jewish Pales inc l:u~b-;:;3 b e,11 
materialistic." 

I asked myself how can anyone 
who professes to indulge in half
way logical thinking make such a 
statement. Imagine Lady Astor, 
an American woman who married 
the Asto1 millions, tallcing about 
anything being materialistic. Do 
you know how the "nest egg" of 
the Astor fortune was laid by 
John Jacob Astor? Few his
torians like to talk about it-it's 
a little too nasty-but now and 
then you will find one ·who will 
give you the facts. 

The first John Jacob Astor, who 
came to America shortly bPfore 
the American Revolution, was a 
German butcher, who made a 
financial "killing" by buying the 
cattle stolen by the German Hes
sian soldiers from Americans and 
selling· it back to the Americans. 
Then he became a fur trader, and 
later turned to real estate, ancl 
his Teal estate deals were of a 
''piratical naturn'' which, perhaps, 
have never been matched in 
American history. Read "The 
History of the Great American 
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Berlin's Jewish 

Community 
BEFORE the war there were 

160,000 Jews in Berlin. To-day 
there are 7,000, only some of them 
full-blooded Jews and mostly in the 
older-age groups, states a report 
issued by the War Appeal. A few 
hundred are children. 

Conditions are very difficult. The 
German Jews receive the same food 
rations as D.P's, which range from 
1,600 to 2,200 calories, and the Ju
dische Gemeinde is making efforts 
to identify Jews so that they can 
qualify for the D.P. ration. 

Efforts are being made to restore 
their property that was looted by 
the Nazis, but these efforts are still 
in the early stages. 

The chief complaint of the \Vel
fal'e workers who try to assist 
them is their expected lethargy and 
lack of initiative. The Joint en
courages them to take an interest 
in communal affairs and to look 
after their own health and other 
requirements, but they have little 
incentive to respond. Efforts have 
been made to revive the commun
ity's 1 eligious life, and Rabbi 
M:unk, \ rhose father was originally 
a Rabui in Berlin, has arrived from 
the United States to help re-build 
the Berlin community. Most of the 
synagogues were desb·oyed, and 
only th one that was reconstructed 
is in use. 

The indigenous Jews want to r -
main in Berlin, and they will pro
bably r -establi h th m · lv s as 
soot as G rmany' onomic lif i 
stabili!':ed. 

There are al o three n. P. camps 
in the B tlin area, two iu th 
American zone and on in the 
French, numbering about 7 ,oon 
1 oli ·h Jews. Their demobili~cttion 
is e .. tr me, chiefly because they do 
not kno\' where they are going and 

Fortunes.'' It's something of a 
classic. You can get it in the 
Moclern Lih1·a1'Y series. 

Mrs. Astor's own sires, to be 
sure, wc1·c "pi·oneC'rs" in Virginia. 
Chalutzim in Virginia. Of course, 
there is some difference between 
the Virginia pioneers, from whom 
Mrs. Astor descends, and the 
Palestine Chalutzim. The Pales
tine pioneers have got to sweat 
as no pioneers have sweated. In 
almost all places they have to dig 
for water. In some places they 
have to bring the soil. In many 
places they have to dynamite 
throu h rock in order to plant. 

\Vhat did the Langhorne pioneers. 
from whom Lady Astor is des
cended, do in early Virginia? 
Thomas Jefferson said that none 
of the whites in Vh·ginia would do 
any real work. They thought it 
was demeaning. All Mrs. Astor's 
sires did in Virginia was to loll on 
the verandah, drinking mint 
juleps, while a NegTo slave 
fanned them. 

And this smv woman is made a 
Lady in Engla"nd and talks about 
the Jewish settlers of Palestine as 
being materialistic. Such logic! 
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stated that he did not consider it 
strange for a German to remam in 
Germany during the Nazi regime. 
Von Unruh asks how could an hon
est conductor remain in a gang
ster state and play good German 
music for the delight of Hitle.t· and 
his staff · 

Furtwaengler said: "I could not 
leave Germany in its hour of great
est need. To leave at such a time 
would have seemed to me a dis
graceful escape," and Von Unruh 
asks at what exact time was Ger
many's greatest need in the years 
1936-1939, or whether her greatest 
need was after the conquest of Po
land, France or the Balkan coun
tries? He believes that Germany's 
hour of need only began after 1942 
with the beginning of Russian suc
cesses and Germany's disillusion
ment about victory, 

"A single performance of a truly 
great German musical composition 
is in itself a more powerful and 
more sub tantial· denial of the 
spirit of Buchenwald and Ausch
witz than any words could be.'' So 
says Furtwaengler. 

Von Unrah replies in the obvious 
fashion-how could a performance 
of Be thoven' Ninth Symphony 
conducted by the privy councillor 
of Goer·ing's Third Reich on Hit
ler's biithday have been a denial 
of th cone ntt atinn camps, partic
ulm ly when Goering was greeted 
by the great conductor with Beet
hoven, "Be embraced by millions. 
Tak this kiss from the whole 
world." 

Furtwaengler furnished many 
proofs of his Nazi affiliations, says 
Von Unruh, and instances a letter 
written by him to Goebbels, in 
which he said: "When the battle 
against Judaism turns against the 
true artist (Max Reinhardt, 
Hubermann, etc.) it is not m the 

(Continued at foot of last column) 

Wise Men Of 
WHAT Jew does not know 

of the Wise Men of Chelm? 
They provide the quintessence <>f 
Jewish humour at its delightful, 
delirious, paradoxical best. In the 
mythical European city where they 
reside everything is possible. 
\Vhen the beadle of the city be
came ill and could no longer go on 
his rounds and knock on the shut
ters to wake up Jews for religious 
services, it posed a grave problem. 
But the Chelmites were equal to 
it. They removed their shutters 
and brought them to the beadle's 
home so that he could knock on all 
the shutters in one place and thus 
save himself footwork. 

AT a meeting one day Chelmites 
were discussing the results of 

smol ing. Did it shot·ten or in-

Capture the .Moon ... 

crease the span of life? Said one 
helmite, "Smoking increases the 

span of life. My father is a heavy 
smoker and is alive at the age of 
90." "That's a fact about smok
ing," conceded anothet·. "My 
brother never smoked in his life 
and he died at the age of 10 
months." 

Romance of a N arne 
By N. Pearlroth 

Request Name: Reisner Was Commander of Russian Fleet 
This request name was submitted by Mr. J. Reisner, 1135 Schoeman 

Street, Pretoria 

THIS is a surname of geo
graphical origin. 

It i;*d;i·i ;:d from the town of 
Reisen (Polish Rydzna), which is 
situated about two miles from the 
town of Lissa, in the province of 
P.osen, which from 1793 to 1918 
was part of Prussia, and has 
since been part of Poland. 

Prior to 1793 Jews were barred 
from many Polish cities in Posen 
Province. Reisen was the priv te 
property of the Sulkowski family. 
Prince Sulkowski was friendly to 
the Jews and permitted 171 of 
them to settle in Reisen. After 
Posen passed to Prussia Jews 
were permitted to move about 
more freely. It was then that a 
wealthy Jewish family from 
Reisen moved to Lissa. Here 
they prospered and grew promi-

nent. In 1812 the King of Prus
sia directed his Jewish subi ects 
to assume permanent family 
names. 

The Jewish · family who had 
o1·iginally come from Reisen 
selected the name R isner as their 
surname. The Reisners were 
prominent in Lissa, where they 
established a celebrated charit
able foundation. Until the Hitler 
onslaught' the institution bore the 
name of the Reisner Foundation. 
Some of the Reisners emigrated 
into eastern Poland. 

Following the Bolshevist Revo
lution, a beautiful Jewish girl 
named Larissa Reisner obtained 
an incredibly high rank in the 
Russian Navy. She became for a 
short while the Commander-in
Chief of the Russian Fleet. She 
was a native of Lublin, Poland. 

Cheltn Nathans 

The Chelmite leader was not 
convinced. He insisted that smok
ing is injurious to health. '1How 
do you explain my father's long 
age then?" inquired Chelmite 
number one. "You wait," retol'ted 
the leader, "It will get him yet." 

~ ~ ~ 

QUR favourite Chelm story con-
cerns the problems of light

ing the streets. The Wise Men of 
Chelm were aggrieved that there 
was no night lighting in the city. 
For seven days and seven nights 
they convened and discussed their 
dilemma. 

Finally, they had a brilliant 
idea. ·when it was full moon they 
placed a barrel filled with water 
in the market place and cap ured 
the moon. They covered the barrel 
with sheets, tied them with firm 
hemp, and sealed the knot holes. 
The first really dark night they 
gathered again in the market 
place to take out the moon and 
thus brighten up the str ets. 

To their horror, the moon was 
gone. It was missing. A great 
wail went up. 

"l'he moon has be n stol n," 
the Wise M n of helm lam nted. 
''It's our ow11 fault. \ re should 
hav had a watchman to protect 
the moon from thieves." 

~ ~ ~ 

TilE Bible, too, has it moments 
of wit and humour. It was 

the p1·ophet Isaiah who ridiculed 
th graven image makers as fol
lows: "A carpenter fashions a god 
ft·om a wooden board and from the 
remainder of the wood !-indies a 
fire and bakes his bread." 

~ ~ ~ 

THE Talmud has its aphorisms: 
110nly small change rattles 

~ the p.ockets." 
"If a man will hang himself, 

he should do it on a high tree." 

In time the strong Jewish faith 
and immunity to suffe1·ing pro
duced a form of religious humour 
which could produce spectacles like 
the Jew praying, 11 Dear God, help 
me. Thou hast pity on total 
strangers, so why not on me.'' 

Or consider the devout Chassid 
who, after a long stretch of mis
fortune, importuned the Lord: 
11 Great God: you are trying your 
best I should forsake being a 
Jew, but I warn you that the 
trouble you cause me won't make 
me change my mind. I was born 
a Jew and will still remain a 
Jew." 

(Continued from previous column) I 
interests of culture" (in other 
words, when the battle against Ju
daism deos not concern true artists, 
then it is in the interests of cul
ture). Another time he said: "The 
French Government bestowed 011 

me as late as 1939 the honour of a 
Commander of the French Legion 
of Honour, as a representative of 
the eternal, European Germany," 

The "disgraceful fugitives," says 
Von Unruh, would have been only 
too glad to offer the Commander 
their good wishes, had not the 
same French Government a few 
months earlier bestowed the Grand 
Cordon of the Legion of Honour 
on Foreign Minister Ribbentrop. 
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