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Penino Ceremony LEADING GENERAL zioNisT oN 
~ A VISIT FROM PALESTINE gnent eakers P ro 

f Jevvis Centre 
THE J ewish Centre was formally opened, in the presence of a large and 

r ept·e,sen tative gathering, at a reception held at Corona Lodge on 
T uesday night of last week. Dr. H. Sonnabend, chairman of the Provi
sional Council of the Centre, presided. 

Opening the proceedings, Dr. Son
nabend expressed the gratitude of the 
Provisional Council to the outstand
ing services of Dr. Harris in the 
establishment of the Centre. He wel
comed the representatives of the 
various organisations and also read 
a number of messages from institu
t ions in America and prominent per
sonalities in Johannesburg and else
where. 

Mr. S. M. Kuper, K.C., speak
ing on behalf of the ~.A. J e\''(
ish Board of Deputies, pa1d 
t r ibute to the few individuals wl:o 
had sponsored the ambitious pro
ject. He dwelt on the develop
ment d the Jewish Centre movement 
in the United States, England and 
other countries and expressed the 
hope that the local venture ·would be 
sponsored by and become a charge 
upon the coJnmunity as a whole. 

"The community centre should be 
a 'Jewish home from home,' a meet
ing place for all, irrespective of the~r 
individual religious outlooks or the1r 
ideologies. It should be a place for 
recreation, but in particular it should 
be a place for promoting genuine in
terest in Jewish culture," he dedared. 

He hoped that the beginnings of 
the present centre would proYe a 
stimulus to Jewi, h . ocial and cul
tural life in South .\f1·icil and would 

FUNCTIONING OF SHECHITA 
BOARD 

In oYember, 1944, the Gov rnment 
introduced a basic retail price at which 
meat could b sold, but this basic 
price made no provision for the cost 
of Koshrr kilUng. The r suit was that 
U1e Shochetim, previously engaged by 
the wholec:;ale butchers, found them
s lves 'rithout employment and con
seq,lently the Jewish community could 
not obtain Kosher meat. The I• dera
tion of Synagogues, after consulta
tions with the Board of Deputies, 
appn•ached the I rice Controller, with 
the result that the Jewi h community 
accl'pted a tax of 1d. per lb. for heef 
and ~d. per lb for mutton to defray 
the cost of Shochetim, thus providing 
Kosh"'r meat for the Jewish com
munity. 

Consequent on the imposition of the 
self-tax on the Jewish community, a 
meeting of all the Congregations, 
Federation of Synagogues the Board 
of Deputies and the Beth Din of J o
hannesburg \vas called and a Shechita 
Board formed. 

Since the early part of 1945, neg-o
tiations to implement and arrang-e the 
functioning of the Shechita Board 
have continued. In March, 194 7, the 
Shechita Board was able to commence 
functioning and various d:fficulties 
are gradually being overcome. 

A tribute must be paid to the un
tiring efforts of Mr. H. J. Kagan, 
acting as chairman, Mr. N. Rosenfeld, 
Mr. M. Barsel and Mr. D. I. Gordon, 
who have been helped by the Federa
tion of Synagogues, the Johannesburg 
Brth Din. and the Board of Deputies. 

result in a strong movement, backed 
by community support, to establish 
the centres which South African 
Jewry so badly needed. 

Dr. I. J. Harris expressed his 
gratitude to the instructors and di
rectors of the various departments 
who had helped to make the insti
tution a success. He referred to the 
contribution made to Jewish life by 
Jewish Centres in other ~rts of the 
world and thought it was fitting that 
Johannesburg should have been 
selected for the establishment of the 
first Jewish Centre in this country. 
He mentioned that plans for the erec
tion of a proper centre in the city, 
at an estimated cost of about 
£250,000, had already been prepared 
and he hoped that, with the support 
of thP. entiTe community, this scheme 
would be brought to fruition. 

Mrs. Katie Gluckmann conveyed 
to Dr. Harris and those whom he had 
inspired the good ·wishes of the S.A. 
Zionist Federation. The centro.:o, she 
said, filled a much-needed want in 
.Johannesburg, and she hoped that in 
1 i me to come it would to some ex
tent play the role in Jewish life as 
the syn~gogue had done throughout 
the ages. 

1\Ir. Jude., on behalf of the , enior 
council of the centre, extended an in
Yitation to the public to visit the in-

The first general meeting of the 
Ho~u·d will tal·e place on Sunday, 
A twust 31 (details of which have 
be> ~ po ted to the congr gations) and 
an eame t r qu-est is her :vith made 
to th congr gation to attend th 
nweting to elect a ~trong and respon
sible body to carry on the work of the 
Sh c.hita Board for the ensuing 
period. 

Printers From D.P. Camp Arrive 
In Johannesburg 

Two Yicl(lish printet s arrived in , 
.Johannesburg this week straight from 
n Bavarian cam11. They are Abraham 
Krasnovski and He}·zl Slutzki. 

Ever sinre the beginning of the 
war there has been a grave shortage 
of Hebrew and Yiddish typesstters 
in this country. The number of men 
able to do this \Vork is exceedingly 
small and it '\Vas found almost im
possible tc obtain facilities for 
printing Hebrew texts in South 
Africa. The local Yiddish newspaper, 
"Afrikaner Zeitung,'' was particu
larly ha1~d hit by this shortage. 

Krasnovski hails from Shave! and 
Slutzki is from Alita. Both men ex
perienced the Kovno ghetto, and were 
in a camD in Bavaria at the time of 
liberation. W'ith great ingenuity they 
m~naged to set up the first Hebrew 
printing plant in Bavaria and to 
print the ne'\vspaper "Unzer Veg," 
which caters for displaced persons. 

They will be working for the Elec
tric Printing Company, Johannes
burg. 

ART A GAS 
Finest 

stitution and to participate in its 
activities. He specially appealed to 
parents to encourage their children 
to spend their leisure time at the 
centre. 

Rabbi Dr. L. Rabino\vitz paid a 
tribute to the idealism and pioneer
ing efforts of Dr. Harris. He felt 
sure that as long as Dr. Harris was 
associated with the institution the 
cultural and spiritual aspects \Yould 
ahvays remain paramount. 

Dr. Ellen Hellman said the Jewish 
mothers in particular should welcome 
the efforts of Dr. Harris in provid
ing the necessary background which 
t he youth required for the mainten
ance of a J ewish way of life in the 
Diaspora. "We must meet the cry
ing needs of the youth and find the 
correct stimulus of drawing them into 
the Jewish way of life," she declared. 

In extending her own good wishes 
for the success of the venture, she 
expressed the hope that all women 
would give their fullest support to 
this most praiseworthy effort. 

Mr. I. J. Herscl1 conveyed the 
greetings of the S.A. Board of Jew~ 
ish Education. He assured Dr. 
Harris and his colleagues of the 
wholehearted co-operation of the 
board in the task which they had set 
themselves. 

During the evening Cantor I. Alter 
and the Jewish Centre Choil·, under 
the direction of Mr. Jerry Idelson, 
rendered Hebrew and Yiddish songs, 
and Mis Hedy Haas presented some 
sketches. The programme was 
greatly enjoyed by the gathering. 

Mr. Dave Etkind, vice-chairman of 
the Provisional Council, proposed 
the vote of thanks to the speakers 
and the artistes. 

PRETORIA U.J.W. 
Forthcoming Meeting 

At the ne. t M mh rs' 1 ting of 
the Pretoria Union of Jewish \\·on n 
on Tuesday, Au ru t 2G, a 10 a.m. 
at the Jewi h Icmorial Hall, tl.c 
guest speaker will be Dr. Estlwt· 
Joffe-Me~ ~r (Doctor of J.aws : nd 
Literature) who is on a short vi tt 
to South Africa from the United 
States. Dr . .Joffe-Mcy r is an auth H', 
and the subject of her tall- wi11 hr. 
"Responsibilities :w(l dutir s of J w
ish women in the pr sent world 
crisi!=l.'' 

On Sunday, August 2-1, there will 
be a mass meeting at 8 p..m. at the 
Jewish Memorial Hall for the S.A. 
Jewish \V8r .Appeal. Mrs. 'I·nna 
Lcvitas a11d Mr. Harry Cohen will be 
the speal·ers. 

On Tuesday, August 26, at 8 p.m., 
Dr. Carl Hermann Voss, of New 
York will speak at the Pretoria Tech
nical Co1Jege. 

On September 11, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m., tlwre will be a Yomtov morn
ing market at the home of Mrs. Gor, 
754 (;hurch treet, C01'11''1' Becket 
Street. 

Lecture by Dr. Zidei 
On Th~rsday,. August 28, at 8 p.m. 

Dr. J. Z1del w1ll lecture on "Jewish 
Dietary Laws'' to ·~he Parents' Forum 
of the Yiddjsh Folk and Nursery 
School in Johannesburg ( 4n Upper 
Meyer Street, Doornfontein). The 
lecture will be in Yiddish and the 
questions and discussion in both Eng
lish and Yiddish. 

Advocate H. Elcmentynovski, a 
me;.nber of the executive of the 
General Zionist Party in Palestine, 
arrived on a short visit to Southern 
Africa. He will be in touch '·ith the 
local United Zionist Party in con· 
nection with ronsolid3ti:ng t 1e forces 
of General Zionism here. Mr. Kle
mentynovski has met leading mem
bers of the United Zionist Party and 
it is expected he will address a num
ber of meetings in the country. 

Mr. Kleme::1tynovski is also vice
president of the Palestine Maritime 
League in Tel Aviv. He hopes to in
terest himself in the work of the 
local branch and to intensify its ac
tivities . He was the last president of 
the Jewish community in Bialystok 
and left the town in 1940 after hav
ing wound up the congregational af
fairs and concealed all its. Yaluable 
documents. A portion of the archives 
has been found after liberation. He 
is the present chairman of the Bialy
stok Landsleit Society in Tel Aviv. 

Mr. Kle~nentyn<wski left Tel Aviv 
on Augu<;t 14. He sFtys that there 
was considerable tension in the Yi
shuv because of the anxiety lest an 
aggravation of Arab-Je,dsh' relations 
might open a "se,.ond front" for the 
Yishuv. The Yishuv was called upon 
not to be provoked into disorders, 
and there was particuhr concern 
about the demeanour of the dissident 
groups. It was realised that at a 
time like this the dissid •1ts n,ur.;t sub
mit to national discipline and there 
must be complete unity of the "..'islmv 
in order to stand up against forth
coming trials. 

The Yishuv is condnced that di ·~·i
dents must be stopped but also con
sdous of the fact that an internal 
war would play into the h'111d. of ib 
enemies. NcvP.rthele:"s, there is no 
pa 1ir· in Pal~stine. The '\.·ork is l'eing 
continnr·l and daily activitie. are 
normal. 

Cape Town Pianist 

To Broa cast 

Miss Rachel Rabinowitz, the talented 
Capeton:an pianist who has just been 
on a visit to Johannesburg where she 
broadca'3t with the S.A.B.C. Orchestra 
and gave other successful recitals. She 
is now in Durban where she is booked 
to broadcast with the orchestra and to 
give solo recitals. 

TRADE ENQUIRIES : 

GABRIEL STERN & CO. (Pty.) LTD. 
SOLE SOUTH AFRICAN AGE NTS Havana 
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