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Young Cape T o-vvn Producer In America 
Leonard Schach Has Interesting Experiences 

(From Our Cape Town Correspondent) 

MR. LEONARD SCHACH, the well-known young Cape 
Town producer, who left for the United States a few 

months ago urfder the auspices of the Union Education De­
partment to make an intensive study of stage and theatri­
cal work, has been having some interesting and colourful 
experiences. Because of the official nature of his visit, he 
has had entree to the highest circles in the theatrical and 
film world, and some of his encounters with film stars in 
Hollywood will no doubt arouse envy in the hearts of film 
fans in this country. 
I haYe been privileged to read 

some of the fascinating letters 
'·hic.h Mr. Schach has written 
home to his mother, Mrs. Edith 
Shach, of Sea Point, and to his 
brother and sister-in-law, Adv. 
and Mrs. Sydney Schach, who are 
v·ell known in Zionist and commu­
nal circles in Cape Town. Mr. 
Schach's late father, Mr. Solomon 
Schach, was one of the most 
prominent of Jewish communal 
workers and a pioneer in charit­
able work in Cape Town. 

In his letters home, Mr. Schach 
makes several references of Jew­
ish interest. Thus, he writes that 
he visited the home of Mrs. Hos 
Halperin, the president of lladas­
sah, whom he describes as ''a bril­
liant woman." He adds that many 
Zioni. t leader. are worried about 
Ben Hecht, '•lw is capturing all 
the .'ottth by his flaming ptOpa­
ganda. 

Met Sophie Tucker 
In a night club in New York 

Mr. Schach met Sophie Tucl·er, 
who features in a floor show the1·e, 
celebrating her 50th year on the 
stage. "What a consummate ar­
tist she still is!" he writes. " he 
sings a clever song about the joys 
of old age, ending 'When it seems 
Iny arteries won't let me, Let .the 
shamma come and get me.' 1 
spoke to her afterwards. She sells 
her book, 'Some of These Days," 
for wounded soldiers (it has netted 
over £200,000 already). It was a 
thrill seeing her." 

At a Kosher restaurant in New 
York Mr. Schach found himself 
sitting at the next table to Eddie 
Cantor, the famous film star . 

In Chicago Mr. Schach had an 
interesting experience in connec­
tion with his theatrical work. He 
visited the Goodman Theatre (part 
of the Art Institute in Chicago), 
which was built by the Goodman 
family in memory of their actor 
son, who was killed in 1917 and 
is run by Dr. Gnesin, of the Mos­
cow Art Theatre, and his chi~f 
assistant, David Itkin. 

A Giant Russian 
"David is a giant of a Russian, 

the son of a long line of Rabbis, 
who· trained in Mosco\\' to be a 
singer, damaged his vocal chords, 
and after the family had practic­
ally sat shiva for him, studied 
under Stanislavsky and the!1 
under Vagtangov when the latter 
founded Habimah, of which he 
was an original member. · He 
toured with them on their 1927 
American tour, and it was here 
that the Habimah split into the 
Yiddish - Hebrew division, and, 
strange to relate, those who 
voted for Yiddish are to-day in 
Palestine (having been picked up 
on the Continent and sent there), 
and the Hebrew-speaking propo-

nents are to-day still in America. 
David . . . is a fine old man to­
day and one of the most trik­
ing personalities I have met. . . . 
When stranded in Chicago in 1!.>27, 
he made his living as a chazan 
there, and to-day still offers his 
se1 ices free of charge every N e\v 

r ar and Yom Kippur; and his 
I assover 'seder. ' are an experience, 
J am told. The Goodman is a 
fine school, conducted on the Mos­
cow Art Theatre system." 

Pnina Saltzman is Married 
Mr. Schach also mentions that 

he re-met Ella Goldstein, Sigi 
Weissenberg and !'nina Saltzman 
(no\' mmried), all of whom are 
at ptesent in America. He also re­
met 11 elix d Cola, the famou. 
jazz pianist, \\ ho formerly 1 • id d 
in ape 'I o vn and ha. made a 
name for him If in Hollywood. 
Danny Kay<", th famou: fi I m star, 
who i. ~woth 1 J ewi h reHideni of 
llolly\\Ood, ga •e T •• Schuch his 
•iews on (among oth r thin r!'l) 

Zionism. 

• 'ince his ·i. it to Ho11 " od was 
an official part of his tour and of 
his research work, Mr. Schach 
was able to me t many of the film 
stars personally and to watch 
others in the studios while P.l'O­

duction work was going on. 
Among those he met ''ere Orson 
Well s, James Mason and hi. '" ife, 
Cary Grant, Douglas Fail banks. 
Jnr., Sir Cedric Hal'(hvicl· , Wnlt 
Disney, Edward G. Robinson, Shir­
ley Temple and her mother and 
Natalie Kalmus, the invent r of 
Technicolor. Others whorn he 
\'>atched were Robert Taylor, Lana 
Turner, Spencer Tracy, Vau John­
son, June Allyson, Walter Pid­
geon and Deborah Kerr. Mr. 
Schach also ·watched Ben He ·ht 
(who is a well-known playwright 
in Ho11y·wood) \ ·nrk"ng on a film 
with Gregory Peck. 

Mistaken for Son of 
Leslie Howard 

Mr. Schach adds humorously 
that Orson \Velle;:;' art director 
"·anted him to do a Leslie Ho\vard 
film, but that he turned the offer 
down. He was further amused by 
the fact that at Ciro's (the famous 
HolJy,vood restaurant) he was mis­
taken by several people, includ­
ing bobby-soxer autograph hun­
ters, for the son of Le"lie Howard 
(who is also n.n a ·tor). 

In addition to a l tl e prominent 
p3rsonalities in the theatrical 
world that Mr. Schach met, such 
as Prof. John Erskine, the famous 
poet and author, he met Mnry 
Boettzer, the daughter oi ti1e late 
Pr sident Roosevelt, who is the 
o\vner of the "Seattle Post." In 
the course of his extensive tour of 
the country, v,·hich covered 41 of 
the 48 states and las~ed three 
months, Mr. Schach viEited Chi-

cago, where, at the Steven Hotel, 
Henry Wallace had the roorn next 
to his. 

"He speaks to-morrow night, 
but all the 29,000 seats are al­
ready sold. I pas. ed him in 
the corridor, heavily guarded," 
writes Ir. ~chach. 

The "Cape Times" featured a 
photograph of Mr. Schach, vhich 
pictures him together with Ginger 
Rogers, whom he also met in 
Holly\ ·ood. The ''Cape Times," 
writing of lfr. Schach's visit to 
Hollywood, mentions an incident 
\'hich was not referred to bv 1\Ir. 
Schach in his letters home. • The 
"Cape Times" correspondent in 
Hollywood writes that at the last 
moment the young actress Mr. 
Schach had im ited to accompauy 
him to the premiere of "Black 

arci sus"-the first Anglo-.~ me­
rican preview to be held th re­
\Vas unable to go. Instead of 
'·asting the extra ticket, Mr. 
Schach walked up to a queue of 
fans who had been sitting in the 
blazing sun for four hours, to get 
a glimpse of their fa 'om·ite:.;, and 
picked out the olde t and shab­
biest woman and inYited her to a·-
company him to the x •lu iv 
event. 'l'h' woman wa so ovet­
c m , as he had 11 ver be n to 
a pr tniere b fore, thai • he a. keel 
a poli man Yh >th r he eould go 
alo ,. ' ith 1\lr. Schaeh. Tlw l'Or­
r sp md nt eo1 1111 mL 1\lr. • chach 
for his "gallantry." 

Mr. Schach is a cousin of lis. 
. .'alli Kussel, who has already 
1 ft for America, and they hope 
to be together dming the High 
Festivals. 
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Command Admiring Attention 
FILNOMA EXCLUSIVE CREATIONS 

are always the last word in smart 

and distincti e Linen Frccks. Each 

Garment skilfully st~ led and per 

fectly tailored in a wide and colour­

ful range. Stocked by fine shops 

throughout the Union. 
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