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"That Day of ourning should 

observed by Jews and non-Jews as 
warning and ae a reminder that 

B' A v Be Abolished? 
less man learns to uphold the df-:~~ 
of man, that unless mam learns to re
spect the sanctity of human lite 
sh~l again .bring humanity to the 
bnnk of rum and destruction Abrahams And Rabbi Freedman tum the doek back a thou aad 
year&" 

on the future of Tisha B' Av, arising out 
the "Zionist Record" of August 13, has 

Abrahams (Cape Town) writee: .._.., 
majority of Jews will not cease to 
mourn for Zio!l till 'the city of 
David' becomes agai:n. the Metro
polis of Israel. 

Halachically, too, there are difficul
ties. It would be easier to set aside 
the Fast of 3rd Tishri, lOth Tebet:h 
and 17th Tammuz (R.H. 18B). The 
abolition of Tisha B' Av, which com
memorates the dual destruct;on of 
the Temple, involves the principle 
that no enactment of an earlier Beth 
Din· can be annulled except by one 
superior in learning and number! 
(Tos. s.v. Uvikkesh on Meg. 5B). 

must continue to observe Tisha B'av 
~at not $o much as a Day of Moul"ll~ 
mg, but rather a111 a reminder and 
a challenge that we must hasten the 
p~cess · of redemption and help 
~r ng nearer the day when the Jew
Ish people shall dwell in peace and 
seeurity in our ancient Homeland. 

l do not believe however that Tisha 
B'A'f' should be re-interpreted and 
observed as a Day of Mourning for 
t~e overwhelming tragedy of our 
times. The dead of our generation 
m st be remembered, but we must 

· no eonfuse the issue. The destruc
tion of a people is indeed a111 tragic 
a. the destruction of a land, and so 
a Memorial Day must be appointed 
!O that for generations to come th~ 
w~rld, as well as the Jewish people 
will rem"t~D.ber the i:nhumanitie~ and 
barbarisml perpetrated in the tweR
tieth century. 

Jewish Musical Institute 
Complete musical programmes for 

concerts to be held within the next 
few months for Magen David Adom, 
the city branch of the Johannesbur,r 
Women's Zionist League and thit 
J e · b Guild, are being arranged 
the Jewish Musical Institute. 

A ballet school has been open 
and is being oondueted by Ha na 
Seinik. 

A Jewi h theatre has been founded, 
with Mr. Galvin in charge. 

There is also a youth sympho 1 
orchestra, a choir, a balalaika orchea· 
tra and a piano-aeeordio11 seetioL 

All those interested are asked tci 
contact the secretary, Jewish .Musi 
Institute, Ginsberg Hall Gordon Ter
race. 

"This halachie rule represents a 
crucial problem that will challenge 
the ingenuity aud courage of ou• 
highest Rabbinical authoritie! in re- r----------------------------
gard to many other ecclessiastical 
matters. At the moment, however, 
it may be generally agreed that the 
quest'on of abrogating the observ
ance of Tisha B'Av is primarily still 
an academic issue. 

"Not so, however, the :f\xing of a 
Day of Memorial lor the victims of 
Naz'dom. To fail to apppint such a 

"'------__,. day would be a gr~e historie 
blunder. The actual day, whether it 
should be on 9th Av or any other 
day, is not of real moment. · The 
matter could be settled by consulta
tion among the reoognised Bate Din 
of world Jewry. But the lead in th's 
case (a$ in all religious problems of 
the future affecting the ntire J~wish 
people) must come from Medinat 
Israel, which is the spir'tual centre 
of K'lal Yisrael," concludes Rabbi 
Abrahams. 
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Rabbi A. H. Freedman (Durban) 
writes: 

"I find myself almost entirely in 
agreement with the views expressed 
in your leader on Tisha B'Av. 

"This National Day of Moun1ing 
has, for the first time, Rince the 
destruction of · the Second Temple 
failed to cast its usual gloom over 
the House of Israel. Recent events 
in Israel have, thank God, robbed 
Tisha B'Av of its sting. 

"Somehow, when one reads in the 
press that the Israeli Prime Minister 
has addressed himself to the United 
States Government through Israelis 
Accred;ted Representative in Was -
ington-that the MiHtary Govern r 
of Jerusalem has informed Count 
Bemadotte that he cannot accept 
some of his recommendations because 
they violate the sove eign rights of 
the State of Israel one does not find 
the reading of the Book of Lamen
tations nearly as distressing as in 
the past. 

"And yet, I feel that the time has 
not yet arrived to expunge Tis.ha 
B'Av from the Calendar. That we 

Political Scene 
(Continued from page 7) 

"To-day -the average Jew cannot 
understand hbf own destiny, but 
surely God ha! yet a purpose and a 
mission for the J ews in this world. 
Many people think prophecy is being 
fulfilled- in these days. Of this, I 
will not write, but does it not seem 
as though, with the return of more 
and more Jews to .Palestine, 'Some 

live great purpose will be worked out and 
through the Jewish people? Jerusa
lem ha:s become a burden on the 
nations. The spotlight of the world 
,·.s focused on Palestine, and what is 
happenin·g in that small part of the 
universe is reverberating throughout 
the world. Are we approaching the 
goal of history! What is the aig
nificance of the present hour ? " 

WeHare Council Reports Good Progre 
EHABILITATIOH INSTEAD OF CH.ARn'Y 

GOOD progreu wu recorded at the ftnt an uaJ general eeting of 
Witwatersrand Jewish Welfare CoUileil, held at the Otroaatio 

Jut week. Delegatee from several leading Jewiah iutitatioiUI reactl.y~~ 
to gi e fall co-operation to the Co11Dcil in the future. The eed fo 
co-ordinating body to eentralise the usistanee gi en to Je You 
regard to education a expresaed by Mrs. I. B. Jaeobso•. 

DR. I. J". BALKIN, who presented 
his annual report, said that the 
Council had now outgrown its in
fancy. Th fear that it would stifle 
the initiative of individual societies 
had proved unfounded. 

"One of the first task. undertaken 
was the establishment of a confiden
tial register of cases dealt with by 
Jewish organisations, in an attempt 
to eliminate overlapping which had 
formerly occurred." 

Dr. Balkin said that the number 
of cases dealt with by the Case Com
mittee was 177. "Of these 95 were 
referred to us by affiliated bodies, 
and 82 applied personally. A high 
percentage were promoted to seek 
assistance because of ill-health." 

CHIEF RABBI DR. L. I. RABINO
WITZ said that the Welfare Council 
had come to stay because it fills a 
need in the community in co-ordi
nating social activities of the Jewish 
community. 

MR. A. W. KATZEN, the vice
chainnan, spoke on the need for finan
cial grants for the upkeep of the 
Council. 

MR. H. J. KIRSCH, chairman of 
the Case Committee and vice-chair
man of the CouncH, said that his 
committee had carried out many in
vestigations. He stressed that the 
primary task of the Welfare Council 

was rehabilitation and not char1t • 
"I wish to xpress my thanks to 

Balfour Park for emplo ing Re er 
of our people,' he sa1d. 

DR. ROSS, of the Tara Hospital. 
poke on the great work undertaken 

by the Jewish Welfare Council. He 
related the many problems faced b 
his institution. 

MRS. I. B. JACOBSON, secretary 
of the Council, reported on her find
ings in connection with the assistanee 
extended to Jewish youth to stud 
trades and professions. 

The following took part in the dis
cussion: Messrs. J. Goldblatt, 
Cohen, A. L. Meyer, L. H. CoheD, 
R. R. Hahn, M. Segal, I. J. Hersch, 
L. Melamed and Dr. Sichel. 
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