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$0 SE HULLE

“Dis nie omnette kom vir ‘n pomp enjump enwegis hulle
nie. Dis hoskom ek die plek s6 gemaak het. Hulle moet
hiernatoe komomte ontspan envanstres ontslae teraak
- nie om net klaar te maak nie.”

TRUDIE VAN DER MERWE oor die “grot van genot”wat
sy en haar man, Klein Koos van der Merwe, ‘n KP
stadsraadslid van Boksburg, bedry!.

“When | was in primary school | used to lie in bed and
think of those wars and King Shaka. | wanted to be born
during the Zulu empire.” ‘
TEMBA KHOZA, Transvaal youth leader of the Inkatha
Freedom Party, on his boyhood dreams.

"Ons het dit reeds in die vroeé jare tagtig baie duidelik
gestel dat ons halssnoermoorde geheel en al verwerp.
Ons doen weer eens ‘n beroep op alle Suid-Afrikaners
om nie deel te neem aan dié soort barbaarse optrede
nie.”

CARL NIEHAUS, woordvoerder vandie ANC, inreaksie
op die halssnoermoord op ‘n vermeende Inkatha-
ondersteuner tydens die massa-begrafnis vir die
Boipatong-slagoffers.

“Arejected woman feels ashamed and could do anything
to destroy you.”

DR THULANI MHKIZE, acting principal of the Philip
Kushlick school for mentally retarded children outside
Soweto, on allegations of sexual harrassment by four
female teachers. He claims they had enticed him but that
he had turned down their overtures.

“Elke keer as ons probeer onderhandel, stuur hulle ons
hel toe. Nou vat ons hulle saam met ons hel toe.”

JAY NAIDOO, hoofsekrelaris van Cosatu by die massa
begrafnis van slagoffers van die slagting by Boipatong.
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Dov Fedler in The Star

- HET JY GEWEET?

Letterlik miljoene mense is al deur die esue heen in
aardbewings dood. Die aardbewing wat nog die meeste
lewens geéis het, het Shaanxi in China op 24 Januarie
1556 getref - 830 000 mense is dood. Een van die
vroegste massiewe aardbewings wat in die geskiedenis
opgeteken is, het Antiochis in Siri§ op 20 Mei 526 getref
- 250 000 mense is dood. Enkele ander aardbewings
waarin meer as 200 000 mense dood Is, was op 11
Oktober 1737 in Kalkutta, Indi& (300 000 dood); 1
September 1923 in Yokohama, Japan (200 000 dood);
22 Mei 1927 in Nan-Shan, China (200 000 dood); en 28
Julie 1976 in Tangshan, China (242 000 dood).
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VRYDAGOGGEND
MET MAXDU PREEZ

IEVAND MOET VIR FW SE WAT REGTIG AANGAAN

RONALD REAGAN was volgens alle inligting eintlik ‘n
ignoramus oor die meeste sake, behalwe miskien
toneelspel. Maar uiteindelik was Reagan, alles in ag
genome, nie die vrotste president wat Amerika ooit
gehad het nie.

Hoe rym dit? Eenvoudig: hy was omring deur
raadgewers wat meer geweet het as hy, en hy het
meestal na hulle geluister. Geen staatshoof kan ‘n
kenner wees van alles wat in sy/haar land aangaan
nie,

Ook ons eie staatshoof kan nie deeglike kennis
en begrip hé van alles wat in ons land aangaan nie.

Hy dra baie hoede: hy moet die staat Suid-Afrika

teenoor die buiteland verteenwoordig, so hy moet
‘n deeglike kennis hé van internasionale
aangeleenthede en tendensies; hy is die leier van die
regerende party, so hy moet sy eie constituency ken
en met hulle rekening hou; hy het die oppergesag
oor die weermag en die polisie, so hy moet bewus
wees van alle veiligheidsake; en hy is die politicke
hoof van die regering, so daar word van hom verwag
om te weet wat gaan aan in alle politieke en ander
gemeenskappe en hoe die gewone landsburger
voel.

KYK 'NMENS na ons huidige staatshoof, staatspresident
FW de Klerk, dan het hy selfs ‘n groter agterstand as
die meeste ander politici wat staatshoof word. Want
De Klerk het as mens en as politikus in die hart van
apartheid en Afrikaner-nasionalisme grootgeword
met byna geen blootstelling aan die werklikhede
van die res van die land se mense nie.

Sy eerste werklike ervaring buite die boesem van
Afrikanerdom was toe hy president geword het. Hy
het tydens sy politicke loopbaan nooit met die
veiligheidsmagte gewerk nie en het nooit ‘n
portefeulje gechad wat hom met die werklikhede van
swart Suid-Afrika in aanraking gebring het nie,

Van die aspirasies, lewensomstandighede en
politieke strominge onder ons land se swart
meerderheid het hy dus min kennis, behalwe dit wat
hy binne regeringskringe self gehoor en miskien in
die media gelees het. Daar is genoeg getuienis dat
sy siening van die weerstandspolitiek tot en met sy
verkiesing grootliks ooreengestem het met dié van
sy voorganger en die sekurokrate en ghoeroes van
die Totale Aanslag.

Maar, toe die oomblik aanbreek, het die man
opgestaan. En hy het vriend en vyand verras met sy
oop benadering en sy waagmoedigheid. Hy het die
regte eerste stappe gedoen en ‘n geruime tyd het dit
gelyk of hy nie ‘n voet verkeerd kon sit nie.

MAAR TOE die tyd aanbreek dat handeling eerder as
glimlagte, diplomasie en mooi woorde vereis is, het
FW de Klerk begin te kort skiet.

Hy het die dinamiek van die swant politiek
heeltemal verkeerd gelees; hy het geen idee gehad
van wat moontlik is en wat nie. Hy het die ANC en
dié se leierskap, binnewerkinge en onderstrominge
heeltemal misverstaan. Hy het ‘n totaal simplistiese
siening van die posisie en houdings van Mangosuthu
Buthelezi, Inkatha en Zoeloe-politick binne die
breér raamwerk van Suid-Afrika openbaar. Hy het
gedink hy en sy party en hul burokrasie en

- veiligheidsmagte kan die swart leierskorps uitoorlé

en in‘nhoek verf en dan wegkom met mooiklinkende
begrippe soos magsdeling, eerder as ware
demokrasie. Hy het geglo ‘n hervorming van apart-
heid eerder as ‘n fundamentele transformasie van

ons hele samelewing is die antwoord.

Vandag staan FW de Klerk se flaters in reusagtige

" neontekens teen die lug geskryf. Dit help nie hy en

sy sikofante protesteer dat die ANC en die PAC nou
alles opneuk nie. Hy en syregering was die katalisators
vir die gemors toe hulle Kodesa tot ‘n stilstand
gedwing het met totale onredelikheid.

MISKIEN HET De Klerk al die foute uit onkunde en

onervarendheid begaan. Of liewer, sy foute was

waarskynlik die gevolg van die slegte raad wat hy
ekry het. 7 :

Want wie is sy primére adviseurs? Bo-aan die lys
staan Niel Barnard, die PW Botha-aanstelling as hoof

die Nasionale Intelligensiediens en deesdae
direkteur-generaal van Konstitusionele Ontwik-
keling: ‘n bewese Totale Aanslag-junkie enin sy hant
nog ‘n Afrikaner-nasionalis wat eintlik nog in apart-
heid glo.

Dan is daar die hoof van sy kantoor, wat ook die
hoof van PW se kantoor (en sy grootste vertroueling)
was: generaal Jannie Roux. Miskien is Roux.nie juis
‘n aktiewe dag-tot-dag-raadgewer nie, maar hy bepaal
die kultuur van die Staatspresident se kantoor.

Daar is ook ‘n paar ministers wat na aan hom
staan: Dawie de Villiers, Pik Botha, Kobie Coetsee,
Gerrit van Niekerk, Hernus Kriel, deesdae ook Roelf
Meyer. En hulle het presies dieselfde agtergrond.
beperkte ervaring en blootstelling as De Klerk self.

Endan is daar die top-generaals van die polisie en
die weermag. G’'n enkele een van hulle nie, beslis
nie die hoof van die weermag of die kommissaris
van polisie nie, het enige geesdrif vir die Nuwe Suid-
Afrika nie. Inteendeel.

De Klerk raadpleeg ook so nou en dan blykbaar
sekere figure in die besigheidsektor, maar alle
aanduidinge is dat hulle hom bloot in sy kwaad
sterk.

EK IS NOG bereid om toe te gee dat dit vir De Klerk
te ‘n groot kultuurskok sal wees om adviseurs
eeltemal buite sy eie dampkring te kry. Maar
hoekom luister hy nie na mense wat hul voete meer
op ‘die grond het riie - mense soos sy eie broer
Wimpie, mense soos filosoof-professor Willie
Esterhuyse of Willie Breytenbach ? Of een van die
knapste politieke breine in die land, Van Zyl Slabbert?
Ek hoor dié mense gee so nou en dan vir hom
advies - maar as dit by besluitneming kom, dan volg
hy sy sekurokrate, generaals en kabinetskollegas se
raad.

Ons het FW de Klerk nodig. Ons het ‘n sterk wit
leier nodig wat vertroue by bevreesde witmense sal
inboesem, maar wat ook in die swart gemeenskap ‘n
sekere minimum respek geniet. Op die comblik sien
ek niemand anders vir dié taak as.De Klerk nie.

Maar as hy hom veel langer gaan laat lei deur die
mense wat hom tot dusver gelei het, dan moet ons
ons gereedmaak vir ‘n groot chaos, bloedvergieting
en anargie. : '



ANARGIE IS ORDE!

PM de Kock van Pretoria skryf:

Na aanleiding van 16 Junie dink ek onwillekeurig aan die

@

" woorde van Max Stirner: “Every state is a despotism, be % o

the despot one or many.” 16 Junie mag dalk die g
versinnebeelding van die draaipunt in Suid-Afrika se
geskiedenis wees, maar wragtig, ons kan dit as dagvan
bevryding vier tot ons almal blou in die gesig is, maar dit
sal nie dié korrupte struktuur wat bo ons gestel s uit die
kussings lig nie. En ook nie verhoed dat dit net weer
vervang word met ‘n kabinet vol mooi, vetgevrete swart
gesigte om die hele proses weer van voor af te laat begin

" nie.

3

Hier gaan dit nie vir my om swart of blank nie, dit gaan omdie idee - staat. As ek so

kyk na wat die afgelops tyd in die pers verskyn het, besef ek al hoe meer dat die NP-

- regering nou beginmet ‘n proses van klou aan die rokspante van mag tot hy uiteindelik

. net met geweld daarvan afstand sal doen, en in dié proses sal hy seker nog ‘n paar
onskuldigé mense saamneem (of eerder ‘n paar duisend). )

Dis juis hierteen wat ons most waak. Dis 'n feit dat die ANC een of ander tyd die
Uniegebou gaan betree en al die strukture, soos dit tans daar uitsien, net so sal
oorneem. Maar meanwhile back at the ranch, sit ons steeds met ‘n staat.

- Distyd datdie mensewakker skrik uithul gemaklike slaap, die staathethomselfreeds
keer op keer bewys as die grootste euwel wat die mens tot nog toe kon bedink. Of dit
nou ‘n demokrasie of totalitdre regimeis, dithet dieselfde effek - die verslawing van die
mens tot daar niks van hom oorbly nie. Die hele dpset is onlogies. Wat het geword van
basiese regering, die verskaffing van net die nodige dienste aan die gemeenskap, en
daarmee bedoel ek nie op nasionale vliak nie, maar bloot op plaaslike viak?

Dit mag dalk na emosionele dagdromery klink, maar ek dink daar moet ‘n algehele
omwenteling in die menslike bestaan kom. Kyk wat het die afgelope eeu gebeur? Die
staatas entiteithettoenemend magbegin verkry, juis as gevolgvandie verdelingskonflikte
wat binne elke gemeenskap afspeel. Politieke mag is die instrument wat gebruik word

. omrykdomte verdeel en die staat sal voortdurend daarna streef om die struktuur van

mag tot eie voordeel te manipuleer.

Die wanverspreiding van rykdom Is die staat se werk, maar dan moet die volgende
groep wat die regeringsbootjie kaap, nie bloot voortgaan en dieselfde doen deur netin

‘n ander rigting te roel nle.

Ek sien dié prosesin Suid-Afrika afspeel. Swart strewes gaan nie vervul word die dag
as daar ‘'n nuwe swart regering is nie. O nee, hulle sal verdeel en aksies loods om die

people op te hef,

Maar dit sal nie gebeur nie, omdat die hele proses verkeerd is. Ons verruil dan net
blanke Afrikaner bevoordeling vir swart bevoordeling. Nie dat dit die sogenaamde
Afrikaner gehelp hetnie, hulle is nou, juis as gevolg van dié bevoordeling, in groter kak

as ooit tevore. Ons moet vergest van die staat, en terug kom na die mense toe, laat

die mense op grondvliak beheer oor mekaar uitoefen en verhoudings s6 reél.
Ek sal enige staat, of hy nouwitof swart s, totin alle ewigheid verwerp. Laat diegesag
terug komna die individu toe, soos die Anargisme ons leer, dan sal dié land uit die as

uit opstaan

Soos Plerre-Joseph Proudhon ges& het: “Anargie is orde.”

(Brief verkort - Red)

Remember Edelstein?
IM Freeman of Cape Town writes: -
In the orgy of the commemoration of 16
June 1976 and all the accompanying
breast beating, one victim - perhaps the
first of thatterrible day - has been omitted
from the dutiful ceremonies. ,
He was Melville Leonard Edalstein.
Hislife literally) was givento the Soweto
Social Community and its people and
environment.
In 1972 the SA institute for Race Rela-
. tions published his Doctoral Thesis (Uni-
versity of Pretorial) “What do young Afri-
_cans think".
It-Is prefaced by Jeremiah XXIX: 4-7
‘Andseekthepeace ofthecity...and pray
unto the Lord for it; for in the peace

thereof shall ye have peace.”
One can only hope that his hopes were
not wasted.

Anarchist's delight

Hazel Woodward of Berarlo, Johan-
nesburg writes:

For the past few years | have always
taken note of what Andrea Vinassa and
Darryl Accone say about a film and have
mostly based my choice on whatiwantto
@6 on Andrea’s comments,

But sadly, Andrea, you let me down
badly with The Favour, The Watch And
The Very Big Fish. it was hilarious. Don't
go all serious on us like the Weekly Mail.
ou're usually not so unamused!
re the plot was thin as cellophane, it

had no finer touches whatsoever. But it
was like grand opera: predictable events,

"sure, butthose visuals! Youhave to admit -
- thescene with St Francis was wonderfully

over the top. And obviously Christ had to
be the mad piano player. Think of the light
inthatlittle child’s eyes whenhecould see
again! That crazy juxtaposition of pathos
and heresy simply must send any anar- -
chistinto paroxysms of delight. So do us
another review, come on. '

Seemeeu, 0 seemeeu
Tinus Horn van Mayfair skryf:
Johannes Kerkorre! word sag. Weet hy
dannie: As‘nseemesueersdiedaginjou
lirieke nesgeskop het, kry jy homnieweer
daar uit nie. Wat is volgende? Plastic

angeliere vir sy fans?

Disloyal journalist

Vusi Jongilanga and Jeffrey Ntloko of
Johannesburg write:

As loyal supporters of South African soc-
cer and in particular of AmaZulu we are

. getting fed up with the way in which your

sports correspondent has been out to
disparage and cast aspertions upon the
comings and goings of the local football
scene herein South Africaashe didagain
in VWB (May 29 - June 4).

Why is he not wagging his finger at the
deeprooted -inequities that dwell within
the bosoms of white sports such asrugby ;'
and cricket who are grinning and smugly '
know that they are gaining readmission’"

into the world due to a campaign of =
disinformation calculated to create an: °
“liusion where the international commu-: .

nity is thinking that all is normal because
a few crumbs are being thrown towards
the development of those sports in the
townships?

Inthe New South Africathere willnotbe
room for elitist white sports and their
colonial trappings and neither will the
likes of disloyal journalists like Sandham
be tolerated.

Agenda-appel te skil

M du Tolt van Pretorla skryft:

Hopelik sal hy minder eensaam wees ™

Indien hy dit moontlik vind om na Suid- .\

Afrika terug te kom. Daar moet ander’

L et
Rt

wees, soos ek, wat voel dat hulle hom b
4+ navorsing virmy M-graadin Afrikaans oor

graag sou bevriend. )

Eintlikskryf ek oorverlede Sondagaand
se Agenda - een van die beteres. Ek het
‘nappeltjie te skil met JohnHall. Waarom
het hy juis d4ardie oomblik gekies om die
debat stil te maak? Net toe die Inkatha-
segspersoon met ‘n pertinente en
lewensbelangrike vraag gekonfronteeris.
Die vraag was: Hoe is dit moontlik dat
hostelbewoners in impi-formasie dis
amptelike polislemag toegang tot ‘n hos-
tel kan weier?

Ons wou almal graag die antwoord
hoor. Hoekom het Hall t66 ingegryp (en
die Inkatha-man uit die verleentheid red)
en nie vroeér nis, toe die einste Inkatha-
man allerhande kwaadwillige veralge-
menings oor die ANC gemaak het?

Dit sou té vergesog wees om te dink
Hail is kop in een mus met Inkatha, maar

hy het gewis nie die Vredesinisiatief se
beeld bevorder nie.

Incensed at Agenda

F Insinger and T Herbert of Johannes-
burg write:

We are incensed at Agenda’s attempted
coverage of the 1976 Soweto Uprising.
They wasted the opportunity of exposing
to South African viewers the human real-
ity of this national event. Agendadid not
even begin to scratch the surface.

Apart from the programme being badly
filmed, the content failed to deal even with
the day’s sequence of events. [t did not
show the wisdom to tap into the readily
available wealth of living memories and
eyewitness accounts which surround us.
Instead we saw clumsily-edited talking
heads of blandly interviewed political ex-
perts, interspersed with arbitrary shots of
Smoky Boweto and safe, nondescript
SADF “action” shots in which not one
person was seen to be injured.

One was left thinking that June 16 was
merely an exercise in house-swapping to
avoidarrest. We saw notone schoolchild.

The mostconfrontational statementthat
emergedwasthat“June 16thhaschanged
the course of South African history”. No
details of the true horror and social mag-
nitude of this event were offered to the
average viewer whose generally biased
and inadequate school history classes
were quietly endeavoured to avoid it alto-
gether.

Tous thisindicates thatthe SABC is still
governed by the same old fears and
prejudices. We ask the SABC and its
team of journalists, compilers, writers
and presenters to stop window-dressing
our screens and to have the courage to
confront the realities of our history; to
respect the minds and experiences of its
viewers who are still living these realities
andto acknowledgeits social responsibil-
ity to educate those of us who are not.

Gay-taal word opgeteken
Christa van der Merwe van

John Horak se verhaal het my geroer.* - Aucklandpark skryf:

Is Jy straatkat, koorknaap of matras-
meneer?

As Jy hierdie verwarrende vraag
verstaan, moet jy vir my skryfl Ek doen

Afrikaanse gay-taal en gay-literatuur.
Jy kan my help om ‘n woordelys saam
te stel. So min mense weet dat 'n Cilla'n
sigaret is, en dat "kamp” nie noodwendig
iets met tente, rugsakke en kampvure te
doen het niel Stuur asseblief al die gay
‘slang’-woorde waaraan ]y kan dink aan:
Christa, Posbus 375; Aucklandpark 2006.

e ————— ]

BRIEWE KORTER AS 300 WOORDE

GENIET VOORKEUR.
Rig brigwe aan:
Die Brieweredakteur YWB
Posbus 177
Newtown

PARK]



Die Boipatong-begrafnis (Foto: sarah Prall)

Die waarheidis dat i ANC-eiers nou So0s varkin modder rongrol indiglekkerte van weer
revolusiondr wees en gewild wees by die miitante massas. Enintussenis die militantheid besig

om 'n weghol-rein te word wat moeilik weer gestop gaan word.

Staak e waansin!

Die NasionaleParty-regering en die African National Congress hetdie gevangenes
Van mekaar s¢ nagmerries geword. In ‘n kettingreaksie van aanval en tegnaanva
het dietwee hoofspelers indli Suid-Afrikaansedramanou eie prestige enmagsug
bonasionale belang beginstel. Dié spiraal hetnou die perke van normale” konlik
" onderhandefingsproses oorskry, en dié gevaar is dat blywende skade
aangenq kan word. MAX DU PREEZ wonder wat die twee partye s werklike agenda
10U IS en wanneer iemand gaan S€: genoeg!

IE regering van Staatspresident FW de Klerk
was die laaste twee jaar s6 suksesvol met sy
pogings om as die redelike party gesien te
word wat die morele hoé grond beset, dat
hy self daarin begin glo het.

Met sy geoliede party- en
staatsmasjinerie agter hom, het hy om
‘n tafel teenoor die relatief onervare
ANC, pasterug in die land nd dekades
in ballingskap en met al die interne
probleme wat ‘n bevrydingsbeweging
gewoonlik in die gesig staar as hy
politicke party word, gaansit en gedink
hy gaan die ANC uitoorlé.

Die strategie was om dramatiese
vordering in die onderhandelinge te
toon, maar sonder dat daar ‘n prysgawe
van mag is.

Maande lank het dit goed gegaan
en is die proses geolie deur die nuut-
ontdekte affiniteit tussen Afrikaan en
Afrikaner; deur die welwillendheid
wat ou vyande dikwels aanvanklik
ervaar wanneer hulle mekaar die eerste
keer vreedsaam ontmoet; deur die
byna naiewe begeerte om vrede en
versoening teweeg te bring.

Die wit referendum het gekom en
gegaan, en pleks daarvan dat die sterk
ja-stem die effek had dat die regering
met meer selfvertroue kon
onderhandel, het dit ‘n ou NP-
arrogansie teruggebring.

MAAR DIE GEWONE MENSE, veral die
miljoene in die townships, se lewens
is hoegenaamd nie deur Kodesa
aangeraak nie.

Die geweld het bly voortwoed en
selfs toegeneem, en naderhand kon ‘n
mens nie meer anders nie as besef dat
die regering, of magtige elemente
daarvan, dit stilweg kondoneer deur
nie pro-aktief daarteen op te tree nie.
Heelwat getuienis van aktiewe
deelname in die geweld deur lede van
die veiligheidsmagte het na vore
gekom. En die regering se aktiewe
steun vir die primére aggressor in die
geweld, Inkatha, is bewys.

Die regering se eis vir ‘n
minderheidsveto tydens die
onderhandelinge in Kodesa se
Werkgroep 2 was bloot die finale
bewys dat die regering eintlik nie
bereid is om die wil van die
meerderheid te aanvaar nie; dat
“magsdeling” nie demokrasie beteken
nie; dat die regering verandering net
op sy eie voorwaardes sal toelaat.
Kortom: dat Kodesa meestal ‘n
praathuis is en die NP geensins van
plan is om mag prys te gee nie.

Met ander woorde, die PAC, Azapo
en die heethoofde van Cosatu en die
ANC-Jeugliga was eintlik reg, en die
ANC-leierskap het eier op die gesig
gehad.

‘n Breukspul was in dié stadium
reeds onvermydelik. Die ANC moes sy
constituency weer mobiliseer en
konsolideer, ook omdat dit s6 knus
om die onderhandelingstafel gegaan
het dat daar ‘n groot kloof tussen
senior leierskap en ondersteuner
ontstaan het. Mass action was die
aangewese strategie wat dit moes
bewerkstellig, want dit sou ook
sommer die regering daaraan
herinner dat daar nog ander
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wapens is om te gebruik as die
> regering nie buigsaam wil wees
in onderhandelinge nie.

HIER HET DINGE verkeerd begin gaan,

Pleks van besef dat hy sy hand
hopeloos oorspeel het in die
onderhandelinge, skakel die regering
sy propagandamasjien aan en verklaar
oorlog teen die ANC en mass action.
Voor mass action begin, is die
temperatuur al gevaarlik hoog en die
wit histerie aan die opbou.

En toe gebeur ‘n paar dinge vinnig
agtermekaar. “Swart Dinsdag”, 16 Junie,
istoe vreedsaam, maar De Klerk maak
die onvergeeflike flater om op dié
hoogs simboliese dag midde-in die

. emnstige spanning tussen sy regering

endie ANC op Ulundite gaan praaten
saam met Mangosuthu Buthelezi op
nasionale TV te verskyn.

Dosyne Inkatha-impi’s van' die
KwaMadala-hostel in die Vaaldrichoek
sak die volgende dag op Boipatong
toe en vermoor minstens veertig
inwoners.

Daar was al verskeie soortgelyke \

slagtings die laaste jaar of twee wat nie

- die nasie tot stilstand gedwing het nie,

maar almal het geweet die
lydsberekening, die omstandighede
en die politieke atmosfeer het van dié
slagting iets buite die gewone gemaak.
De Klerk besef dit ook, en in ‘n skuif
wat van uiters swak ocordeel getuig,
besoek hy Boipatong - en word stert
tussen die bene weggejdag.

Die ANC se teenreaksie was om
deelname aan Kodesa op te skort en
die volume en intensiteit van retoriek
teen die regering tienvoudig aan te
draai.

En daar het ons die samestelling
van die hele gemors.

TEEN DIé TYD SOU ‘n mens verwag dat
die senior leiers van die regering en
die ANC sou begin besef die pap word

. te dik aangemaak; die wonde sny te

diep. Maar nee.

Die ANC gebruik toe die Boipatong-
begrafnis om gemoedere selfs meer
gaande te maak, en die slagkreet is:
Roll on more mass action, ons gaan die
regering op sy knie€ dwing.

‘n Groot verwagting is nou onder
die swart massas aan die opbou. Aan
die einde van al die mass action wag
daar ‘n klimaks, ‘n orgasmiese

" oorwinning oor die bose magte van

apartheid.

Die sobere werklikheid is dat die
cnigste pot aan die einde van die
reénboog nog Kodesa-
onderhandelinge is, Daar kan en gaan
geen  oorwinningsparade  vir
Umkontho we ~Sizwe met
kamoefleerdrag en AK 47's deur
Commissionerstraat wees of ‘n
bestorming van die Uniegebou nie.
Daar kan bloot ‘n terugkeer na die
World Trade Centre in Kemptonpark
wees waar vervelige politici in pakkies

klere en aktetassies om ‘n tafel gaan
sit,

Dit gaan mos nie die bitterheid en
woede en hoé verwagtinge van die
militantes tevrede stel nie?

Die waarheid is dat die ANC-leiers
nou soos ‘nvark in modder rondrol in
die lekkerte van weer revolusionér
wees en gewild wees by die militante

massas. ‘n Nostalgie oor die “goeie ou -

dae”. En intussen is die militantheid
besig om ‘n weghol-trein te word wat
moeilik weer gestop gaan word.

Die aanvalle op De Klerk het ook te
skerp geword. Die ANC behoort te
weet dit is uiteindelik in die nasionale
(én die ANC se) belang dat hy as wit
leier ‘n sekere minimum respek onder
swartmense behou. Maar sy beeld
onder swart Suid-Afrikanersis dielaaste
weke skerp geknou.

Wat is die ANC se strategie met die
aanhoudende opbou in massa-histerie?

Is daar hoegenaamd ‘n strategie? Hoe

gaan hulle die monster wat hulle nou

skep, beheer?

AANDIE ANDERKANT is daar die regering
wat blykbaar geen vindingryke of
verbeeldingryke weg uit die huidige
dooiepunt sien nie.

Dit lyk nie eens of daar ‘n deeglike
besef is dat die regering presies
dieselfde fout gemaak het wat Ian
Smith destyds in sy
onderhandelingsproses in Zimbabwe
gemaak het nie - sy hand oorspeel en
elke keer daarna swakker daaraan toe

ees.

Want een ding is onteenseglik waar:
die NP-regering staan vandag baie
swakker by die onderhandelingstafel
en in die internasionale gemeenskap
as v6oér die dooiepunt in Werkgroep 2.

‘n Mens wonder of die regering
vandag al besef dat die geweldpleging
toe eintlik nie regtig in hul belang was
nie. Vir lank was die teorie dat
voortslepende geweld die ANC 56 sou
ondermyn dat groot getalle swartmense
met ‘nviteindelike demokratiese toets

hulle in ‘n soeke na stabiliteit na die

NP sou wend. Dit was duidelik ‘n
drogargument.

Ironies genoeg is die voorwaardes
wat die ANC nou stel vir ‘n terugkeer
na Kodesa eintlik glad nie militant nie:
instemming tot ‘n verkose
Grondwetgewende Vergadering en‘n
Tussentydse Regering van Nasionale
eenheid; die be&indiging van alle
moordbende-aktiwiteite en beheer cor
spesiale magte; die vervolging van
veiligheidsmaglede wat by die geweld
betrokke is; die beéindiging van
onderdrukking in die tuislande; en die
uitfasering van hostels.

Dit is redelike eise, en hoe gouer
die regering maniere kry om daaraan
te voldoen sonder omte veel gesig te
verloor, hoe gouer kan ons met die
niormaliseringsproses begin,

Maar twee sake sal gou enbehoorlik

Jay Naidoo... “Cosatu is a tiger in a sense.” (Pic: Sara Prall)

the alternatives

-

Are much worse

Jay Naicoo on Cosatu's mass action campaigns

It's the government’s worst nightmare coms true: the giant of South African politics,
trade union federation Cosatu up and running and dragging the ANC in its wake into
the new South Africa. Demanding the removal of the De Klerk government; rejecting
the soft party political forum of Codesa;demanding the directinvolvementof civil society
in the restructuring of the new South Africa; threatening Nuremberg trials against
security forces members and others involved in the township violence; demanding the
creation of a constituent assembly by December; throwing out of court all talk about
minority vetoes for whites; Insisting on statutorily empowered independent violence
monitors. And threatening ongoing mass action centred around a series of general

strikes to achievae it.

Itis hard to say who likes the idea less: the ANC's top leadership, suddenly deprived
of the initiative, or the government which knows that even if as it might, it resorts to
draconian repressions, it simply cannot win against the popular might and organisa-
tional capacities of the unions. The easy option of compromise negotiations has been
squandered. How it will all play out remains uncertain, but it is clear that the history of

-South Africa changed this week. Cosatu General Secretary Jay Naidoo in an interview

with IVOR POWELL explains how.

IT could almost be argued that the call -

to mass action has already been too
successful with all the wildcat strikes
and other expresslons of popular an-
ger breaking out In relatively sponta-
neous ways - and without any direct
and centrallsed direction by Cosatuor
the ANC. Aren’t you worrled that you

aangespreek moet word: die be rid
moorddadigheid en aggressie—~van— ::Z t: :onltr;‘g)lgil_g_e_r-!o_—__lmaynot be

Mangosuthu Buthelezise Inkatha moet
nou sigbaar en doeltreffend kortgevat
word; en die geloofwaardigheid van
die polisie moet herstel word met die.
inbring van buitelandse monitors en
ondersoekbeamptes.

Ons sal die nasionale politieke
temperatuur binne ‘n maand of twee
op die langste - verkieslik v66r die
beoogde nasionale stakingin Augustus
-ingrypend moet verlaag. Anders gaan
ons nog jare lank jammer wees oor die
skade wat in dié kort tyd aan ons
gemeenskap en onstoekoms aangerig
is.

Obviously we are worried. People are not
going to wait for guidance, for leadership
- they are going to take matters into their
own hands. We've begun to see that
happening with Nehawu and various other
actions. Thatis asituationthatcanleadto
complete chaos and anarchy.

Cosatu Is a tiger In a sense. What we
are saying now Is the time has come for
the energies and militancy of our people
to be given direction. We focus it on
simpie demands, onthings thatachievea
transition to democracy and peace. We
identify who the.obstacles are and we

then drive that resistance through. We
are hoping it will be a short and decisive
campaign that will lead us to a new sce-
nario.

Yes, there are dangers. But if we don't
do something to channel the anger of our
peoplethescenario could be much worse.
That is the choice that faces us and
honestly we are concerned. Butthe alter-
natives are much worse.

What are you doing to direct these
unruly energles?

How it all plays out depends on how
government responds and how the em-
ployers respond. That is why we are
engaging business. We are committed to
engaging business and engaging the
church as major opinion making compo-
nents insociety in order to create a forum
in which we can construct a solu-

tion.

One of the possible scenarlos



to come out of this Is the decla-
> ration of a state of emergency

by the government... i
Certainly one of theoptions of the govern-
ment is to increase repression and then
unilaterally decide what the solution is
goingto be. Butiftheydothat, thenweare
heading down the road of increased con-
flict and confrontation.

Mass action is designed to bring the
greatest possible pressure to bear onthe
government. And the principles on which
we are building our campaign are the
broadest possible principles designed to
create the broadest possible coalition to
say: this Is the solution that our country
requires and the major players must fit
into that solution. We are saying we can
construct that solution in civil soclety.

Would this be in oppositionto existing
political forums?

The political negotiations have failed to
construct a solution because of the in-
transigence of government. ltis nowupto
the people to construct a solution and to
compel the political forces to accept:the
solution.

Specifically does this mean that you
are wanting to backtrack on any decl-
sions already reached at Codesa?
There are some things decided at Codesa
like principles which areimportant, butwe
are saying that things like powers of
government atregional and nationallevel
can't be decided now. They have to be
decided in an independent forum...

Post constituent assembly?
Yes. Whatthe powers of government are
is the business of the constituent assem-
bly. Certainly what our approach to the
constituent assembly is Is that we need
full social and economic reconstruction.
How we achieve thatis dependent on an
elected body.

Ot course we see the need for checks
and balances on government. But the

\

A

Xasic point is we do not believe, the way

the government ddes, that the haves
should have more rights than the have-
nots.

There are dangers though In creating
coalitions. At the Bolpatong funeral,

forinstance, various black consclous-

ness elements were very busy whip-

ping up raclal hatreds, trying to hijack

the event to their own purposes...
We are not going to support racial solu-
tions. As much as we are opposed to De
Klerk's attempts to perpstuate minority
rule we are opposed to any attempt to
build into our programme any attempt to
dominate whites. | will address the Issue
on public platforms it necessary.

A lot of people these days are talking
aboutthe so-called Lelpzig option, the
Idea of rolling strikes leading to not a
negotlated settlement, but the com-
plete collapse of the regime.
We remain committed to negotiated set-
tlements. But if the government remains
Intransigent in reaching a genuinely ne-
gotiated settlement, then we have no
option but to continue with rolling actions.
The August 3 general strike will not
necessarily be the only one this year.

Whatls becoming clearIs that Cosatu
Is launching all this on Its own
inititative. Does this mean Itis assum-
Ing the leading position within the
tripartite alllance during the mass ac-
tion campalgn?

Each organisation has its role. Ours is to
harness militancy and organisation and
channel thatinto the realisation of certain
objectives, that is the function of Cosatu.
But you must also see this historically.
Last year we said that the transition to
democracy must take us eighteenmonths
from where we are to an interim govern-
ment in June, to constituent assembly
elections in December, to a new constitu-
tion and democratic governmentin June
1993. The programme goes ahead...

|08 DIE UITOORLEERY

“EK is bevrees ons gaan niks vorder met die onderhandelinge nie solank as wat die
hoofspelers mekaar polities uitoor!d in die stryd om mag.”

$6 meen Frederik van Zy(SE?;z)nede-dlrekteur van Idasa, nadathy teruggekeer
het van ‘n tiendaagse besoek aan Senegal en Nigerid.

Slabbert s8: “Dit behoort nou al duidelik te wees dat al drie hoofspelers - die regering,
Inkatha en die ANC - beheer verloor het oor sekere elemente in hul steungroepe wat
klaarblyklik uitlokking van geweld beoefen.

*‘Maardieregeringis aanbewind en moet die grootste verantwoordelikheid dra omdat
hulle die wetlike toegang tot instrumente van geweld het - die weermag en polisie. Maar
ditgaan ons niks help as die leiers bolangs mekaar polities probeer uitoorld en blameer
ten einde die morele inisiatief te wen, terwyl hulle steungroepe gewone mense afslag
en moor nie.

“As daar ooit 'n behoefte was dat politieke leiers moet ophou mors met die toekoms
van hul land, dan is dit nou. ‘n Goeie begin is om te erken dat hulle ‘n gemeenskaplike
probleem metgewsld het en dat hulle dittesame moet oplos voordat die politieke debat
weer sy loop kan kry.

‘Die medelye met die regmatige pyn en lyding van die naasbestaandes van
slagoffers, is geen alternatief vir strategiese lelerskap en beleidsformuleringe nie. Die
emosies van die massas kan nie gekanaliseer en bruikbaar gemaak word in rasionele
onderhandelinge nie. Maar dit kan as ‘n aansporing daarvoor dien.

“Andersyds kan dieregering nledie stemvandie internasionale gemeenskap probeer
wen met simplistiese argumente as 'n alternatief vir die klaarblyklike gebrek aan die

ronpartydige handhawing van wet en orde nie. )

“Die tyd isoorryp dat Buthelezi, De Klerk en Mandela agter geslote deure, saam met
hulle generaals en veiligheldsadviseurs, mekaar vierkantig in die 08 kyk en mekaar
werklik afvra: ‘Wat wil ons met die land maak?™ - HENNIE SERFONTEIN -

BOIPATONG:

what the police aren't investigating

COMMISSIONER of Police General Johan van
der Merwe was conspicuously busy this week
deflecting public concern over the Boipatong
massacre away from the security forces and hyping up police investigations.
To date 81 inmates of KwaMadala hostel have been arrested in
conncection with the killing of 47 residents on June 17. Police investigators
are vigorously following up on leads, impounding weaponry for forensic

.examination, questioning hostel dwellers, extracting confessions...

But there is no progress on allegations of police involvement.Van der
Merwe this week made a point of noting that investigators had found no
evidence of security forces collusion.

But this does not mean there is none. The reason police invesigators have
not received such evidence is simply that residents en masse are refusing to
assist in their investigations. They don't trust the police even that far.

INSTEAD HUMAN RIGHTS organisations and legal firms are busy putting to-
gether their own dossiers - with the full co-operation of the residents.

This week VWB was exhaustively briefed on the contents of some of
those dossiers. Names and details which could identify and therefore poten-
tially endanger the deponents were ommitted as part of an undertaking
given to the residents assisting in the investigations.

BUT VWB HAS NO DOUBT whatever that the statements, whether accurate or
not (that the courts must decide), are nevertheless authentic.

s According to one Boipatong resident, he was present in the area just
before the attack commenced when a large crowd of armed men wearing
headbands became visible in the distance. Nearby there was a group of
policemen warming themselves by a fire. They also saw the approaching
impis, but did nothing about it. The man then approached them and
demanded they take some kind of action. At this point a call was made
to a senior police officer - with the single result that the complainant was
escorted out of the vicinity.

At this point the man set of an alarm connected to the Vanderbijl Park
police station, requesting police action.

e Police action to protect the residents of course did not materialise.
According to police accounts of the incident they were not present in
Boipatong until 4 am the next morning, and this indeed is when the
official, “peacekeeping” force did arrive.

* But for all this official absence, every resident’s statement insists they
were in fact, unofficially in Boipatong throughout the killings. One
account has a resident watching as a security forces armoured vehicle
drew up outside a house, depositing impis to then break into the house -
where a child was hacked to pieces - while the armoured vehicle shone
its lights into the residence to provide better visibility and uniformed
security forces personnel stood by with rifles at the ready. Other state-
ments allege that security forces personnel themselves looted houses.

¢ Another statement has men in the uniform of the Internal Stability Unit
directly involved in a series of brutal murders. Alleged hostel dwellers are
hacking people to death in the foreground. Behind them are presumed
security forces personnel taking aim at the informant and his eight
months pregnant wife. They run for it, but the wife falls victim to a hail
of fire.

¢ A number of other statements taken identify whites wearing balaclavas as
having taken part in the attack. In one such incident a female survivor
claims she saw a white arm exposed as a man attacked in a house where
two people were killed.

PUTTING ALL THE STATEMENTS TOGETHER a pattern emerges suggesting a
carefully planned and strategically executed operation. It begins around
noon with a major police sweep of the township, clearing roadblocks and
making the barricaded areas of the township accessible to vehicles. Next
there is a strong security forces presence in the early evening, chasing
people indoors. Police hang around, enforcing the impromptu curfew.

Then around 10, the impis are escorted into the township and all hell
breaks loose. The security forces are involved as escorts to a group which
follows the first group of shock troops, and then as a final mop-up force
following in the wake of the second murderous assault.

Meanwhile, of course, if we are to believe their own spokespeople, they
are dithering around in Sebokeng, innocent of the whole thing.

Maybe. But whatever, we believe there is sufficient evidence to suggest
that General van der Merwe refrains from threatening until it has been
properly investigated by others than his own subordinates. - IVOR POWELL



(e Seisoen van massamoorde
Massamoorde het die aaste twee jaar landwyd ui geknng a5 N afgryslike kenmerk van die poieke toneel n
Stid-Arika, bevind die Menseregte-kommissie in n ondersoek na aanlgiding van die Bmpa ong tragede

IN d1e laaste twee jaar - sedert Julie
1990 - was daar 49 menseslagtings in
Suid-Afrika, in elk waarvan meer as 10
mense om politicke redes vermoor is.
In dié menseslagtingsis 1 250 mense
koelbloedig om die-lewe gebring -
gemiddeld 25 sterftes per slagting.
Naas dié slagtings - wat in ‘n tempo
van twee per maand voorkom - i3

meer as 6 000 mense in ander polities -

gemotiveerde moorde om die lewe
_ gebring en 13 000 mense beseer.

% Dié skokkende patroon van
massamoord kom navore in ‘nspesiale
verslag oor politieke slagtings wat dié
week deur die Menseregte-kommisie
vitgereik is. Die verslag is opgestel na

aanleiding van die Boipatong-slagting

op 17Jume waarin 46 mense vermoor
is.

was die aanvallers
ondersteuners van Inkatha, sé die
kommissie. Die verslag strek terug na
Julie 1990, die maand waarin Inkatha
die stigting van die Inkatha
Vryheidsparty as landwye politieke
party aangekondig het. )

Die stigting van dié party het volgens
die kommissie verreikende gevolge
gehad: die toe vyf jaar oue oorlog in
Natal het uitgebreina buite die grense
van dié provinsie, veral na die PWV-
gebied.

Indie ondersoek na mensesla gtings

(as arbitrére maatstaf vir ‘n slagting is '

‘n minimum van 10 sterftes gebruik)
het verskeie kenmerke na vore getree
wat die aard en doel van dié slagtings
hetref, sé die kommissie:

¢ Inkatha se veldiog om politicke

invloed, ‘n groter ledetal en selfs -

grondgebled te bekom,
oorheefsende tema.

+ Die taktiek van uiterste terreur,”
wat na willekeur op townships
gemik word om gemeenskappe
lam te 1€ en te ontwrig, hang saam
met die slagtings,

* Hostels word gebruik as basisse
van waar . slagtings beplan en
uitgevoer word.

¢ Daar is gedurig sprake van die
medephgugheld van veiligheids-
-magte in die slagtings, asook die
deelname van onbekende
witmense,

* Weerwraak loop soms opnuut op

‘n slagting uit.
Die menseslagtings - wat meestal
binne ‘npaaruur vitgevoer is, maar
hulle soms oor dae en selfs weke
ontvou het - het in die volgende
gebiede plaasgevind:

NATAL

In die laaste twee jaar is 167 mense
vermoor in 11 slagtings in Natal. Die
kommissie wys daarop dat dit nie die
cnigste slagtings is wat al in dié streek

is die

In die meeste slagtings (69 persent) )
lede of -

plaasgevind het nie: “Om die volledlge
prent te begryp, moet mens ndg vyf
jaar terugkyk.”

Die slagtings is s6 versprei:
Binneland: 5 slagtings (79 lewens)
Noordkus: 3 slagtings (33 lewens)
Suidkus: 2 slagtings (37 lewens)
Durban: 1 slagting (18 lewens) .

PWV-GEBIED

Sedert Julie 1990 is 1 083 mense in 38
slagtings in die PWV-gebied vermoor.
Die slagtings is s6 versprei:

' Oos-Rand: 14 slagtings (476 lewens)
Soweto: 9 slagtings (245 lewens)
Vaal: 8 slagtings (195 lewens)

. Alexandra: 4 slagtings (89 lewens)
Wes-Rand: 2 slagtings (57 lewens)
Johannesburg: 1 slagting (21 lewens)

- DIEAANVALLERS

In die meeste voorvalle, sé& die
kommissie, verwys media- en ander
verslae na bewerings of afleidings oor
die identiteit of bronvan die aanvallers,
soms gestaaf deur wettige bewyse. Op
dié grondslag is ‘n skatting gedoen

“van die identiteit van die beweerde

aanvallers. Die ontleding lyk s6:

e Inkatha (lede of ondersteuners)
was verantwoordelik vir 34 van
die menseslagtings (69 persent).

s “Vigilantes” wie se politieke
verbintenis nie verstrek is nie, maar
wat beslis bondgenote van Inkatha
is, was verantwoordelik vir 3
slagtings (6 persent).

. » Veiligheidsmagte (SAP, SAW, KZP)

was regstrecks verantwoordelik vir
4 slagtings (8 persent).

* By 10 slagtings was daar geen
leidraad rakende die aanvallers se
identiteit nie,

¢ Die verantwoordelikheid vir 8
slagtings is gedeel: 6f omdat twee
partye mekaar openlik en
terselfdertyd aangeval het, 6f omdat
die opponerende partye albei ewe
verantwoordelik is vir die slagting.

DIE SLAGOFFERS

- Dit is makliker om die slagoffers en

hul politieke verbintenis uit te ken as
dié van die aanvallers, wys die
kommissie uit. Die statistieke oor die
slagoffers verskaf ook bykomende
bevestiging van die statistieke oor die

- aanvallers, omdat albei met mekaar

saamhang
Uit die verslag blyk die volgende:

¢ Township-inwoners was die
- slagoffers in 36 slagtings (73
persent).

Inwoners wat bepaald as ANC-
ondersteuners uitgeken is, was
bykomende slagoffers in 10
slagtings (20 persent).
Inkatha-lede en ondersteuners was
slagoffers in 9 slagtings (18
persent).

In 6 slagtings word albei die
opponerende partye as slagoffers

DIS GOED §0!

van mekaar beskou en is hulle
mede-verantwoordelik,

In 3 slagtings is mense tydens
begrafnisse of nagwake aangeval.
In 2 slagtings is mense inopenbare

. ontspanningsplekke (biersaal,

kroeg) aangeval.
In 3 slagtings is pendelaars (trein,
bus) aangeval.

DAAR is 'n gekreun onder wit politici en konserwatiewe sportiui oor die kompromis wat die
ANC oorintemasionale sportmededinging aangegaan het: ditkan voortgaan, maardan moet
sportlul hul steun vir vrede en demokrasie demonstreer.

Dit is in die algomeen gesproke ‘n ongesonde beginsel om politiek of |deolog|e aan sporum
op te dwing, en ongewens om voorwaardes anders as fisieke prestasie aan sportiuite stel,

Maar ons lewe in buitengewone tye in ‘n hoogs abnormale samelewing.

Byna elke sportsoort buiten sokker is nog oorwegend wit en die aandrang dat sportboikotte
hervat moet word as strafmaatreél vir wit onbuigsaamheid en ‘n gebrek aan geesdrif vir

demokrasie loop diep in die swart gemeanskap.

In ‘n tyd dat landsburgers se bloed byna daagliks vioei en die hele gemeenskap inberoering
Is oor die gebrek aan vordering na ‘n regverdlge normale gemeenskap, is dit onmoontlik om
sport uit die nasionale lewe te neem as 'n “nie-politieke” aktiwiteit.

Indie omstandighede was dit *n goele en sinryke kompromis. Maar pleks van hul gesindheid
jeens vrede en demokrasie te vertoon omdat die ANC hulle verplig, behoort ons sportiui die
plakkers of armbande te dra omdat hulle werklik daaraan glo en omdat dit ‘n bydrae kan maak

tot ons vreedsame toekoms. - MAX DU PREEZ
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KOM TERUG, ADRIAAN
ALLES IS VERGEWE

ONSs ministers van Polisie, of Wet en Orde soos ons
dit deesdae in Natspeak ken, was oor die dekades
altyd ‘n probleem,

Dink maar terug aan die dae van Jimmy Kruger -
saliger gedagtenis - en al sy absurde manewales.
Soos Steve Biko se dood wat hom koud gelaat het.
En dink terug aan Louis le Grange.

Miskien is dit die nuwe tye waarin ons lewe, maar
dit smaak so al vir Brolloks asof Hernia Kriel ‘'n groter
twak - kom ons sé dit op sy naam: ‘n groter politicke
poepol - as enige van sy voorgangers is.

Om die waarheid te sé&, Brolloks verlang terug na
Adriaan Vlok van alle mense.

Juis nou dat die portefeulje Wet en Orde seker die
belangrikste een in die kabinet is, dis nou naas dié
van Staatspresident, sit ons met ‘n arrogante,
ongevoelige en kragdadige PW Botha-oorblyfsel.

Sit ons met iemand wat ‘n maand of twee gelede
in die wandelgange van Kodesa ten aanhore van
verskeie mense - onder andere Brolloks se bron - oor
die voortslepende township-geweld gesé het: “Dit is
maar net die Sesde Kafferoorlog.”

Di€ K-woord is glo een wat hy al by meer as een
geleentheid gebruik het.

As dit die man is wat aan die hoof staan van die
mag wat vrede moet bring in ons land, kan ons
verbaas wees dat die bloedvergieting net toeneem?

As dit een van die Staatspresident se vernaamste
adviseurs oor veiligheid en die toestande in die
townships is, kan ons FW te erg verkwalik dat hy so
droogmaak?

Die man behoort onder sy naam geskop te word.
Suid-Afrika kan nie in dié tyd so iemand bekostig
nie.

Die wiel draai

DIE wiel het weer gedraai en ons ou uitvoerproduk,

die necklace-moord, is terug in die mode.

(Internasionale woordeboeke sluitdeesdae dié nuwe
betekenis van die woord in.)

Daar was in Junie alleen 26 van dié moorde in ons

land - seker d1e aakligste manier denkbaar om te
sterf, -

' Ons sal ons harte styf moetvashou vir die dae wat
kom.

Hanglus

IN dié dae waarin ons so stry vir beskaafde norme en
iselfs die Nasionale Party ernstige vrae oor die
doodstraf begin vra, is dit vreemd om te hoor dat ‘n
regter - regter Hugo van die Pietermaritzburgse
Hooggeregshof - die staat skérp kritiseer omdat

doodsvonnisse soms nie uitgevoer word nie.

Die Franse bring nie hul

kant (oeps!) nie :
LAASWEEK het ons van die Wereld-Gesond-
heidsorganisasie gehoor die seksuele daad word

" meer as ‘n honderd miljoen keer per dag wéreldwyd

beoefen.

Dié week het ‘nreuse-meningsopname in Frankryk
bevind die kastige amoreuse Franse is nie juis
verantwoordelik vir ‘n groot bydrae tot dié syfer nie.

Die nasionale opname, wat onderhoude met
20 055 mense tussen 18 en 69 jaar ingesluit het, het
bevind dat die Franse gemiddeld tussen sewe en agt
keer ‘n maand seks het. .

Maar dan sluip daar ‘n ander stukkie inligting in
watdie beeld van Franse mans as groot minnaarsvan
vroue gaan ondermyn: Die gemiddelde Fransman
het agt keer seks per maand, maar die gemiddelde
Franse vrou net sewe keer. Nou as Bittergal se sin vir

logika hom nie in die steek (ouch) laat nie, dan sé
daardie verskil van een keer ‘n maand iets...

Ander inligting uit die opname is dat dat Franse
mans gemiddeld op ‘n ouderdom van 17,1 jaar hul
eerste seksuele ervaring het, envrouens eersop 17,9
jaar. Mans oor 25 sé hulle het al tussen twaalf en
veertien seksmaats gehad, maar vroue sé hulle het
net tussen twee of vyf. (Lieg iemand nie?)

Net 4 persent mans en 5 persent vroue het nog
nooit seks gehad nie. Agt tot nege uit tien mans sé&
hulle het al gemasturbeer, maar net 42 persent vroue
s& hulle het hulle al self gehelp - behalwe vir dié
tussen 25 en 44, want die meeste van hulle het dit al
gedoen.

Homoseksuele ervarings is gerapporteer deur 4
persent mans en 2,6 persent vroue. In die laaste vyf
jaar het 3,3 persent mans al vir seks betaal.

‘n Mens wonder hoe lyk die statistiek hier by ons?
Dan sal ons die dade wat politici op ons gewone
ouens pleeg, moet uitsluit, want anders gaan ons die
hoogste syfer in die wéreld hé.

DIE STRALENDE VROU
BY DIE 0OP GRAFT

DIE aantrekiike, jongerige
vrou luister met intense
konsentrasie en oorgawe na
elkeen van die 14 sprekers
tydens die massa-begrafnis
van die Boipatong-slagoffers.

Af on foe beaam sy
goedkeurend met 'n "exactly”,
“that's It", “how true!”. Haar
vuis soms in die lug om haar
meslewing te demonstreer.
Haar gesig straal innerlike
vertroue en optimisme oor die
lewe, die politiek en die
toekoms uit.

EX kon nie help om haar op
te merk nie want sy was
anders as die ander mense.

Haar naam Is Patricia
Slungwane. Sy is anders,
want sy is in ‘n rolstoel, met
groot moeite deur haar
kamerade tot naby die podium
gestoot.

Ons begin gesels. Sy is
sedert haar negende jaar na'n
motorongeluk in ‘n rolstoel en
tans hoofbibliotekaris by 'n
skool. In die konflikjare van
1986-'87 is sy vir 18 maande
aangehou, “omdat ek nooit
bang was om my politieke
mening uit te spreek nie, alis
ek 'n staatsamptenaar”.

Sy het al die pad van

QwaQwa gekom, 500
kilometer van hier af.

Hoskom dat so ver?
Hoekom nie 'n byeenkoms in
Jou omgewing bywoon nie?
woll ek weet.

Sonder enige
grootdoenerigheld antwoord
met ‘n groot glimlag:
"Bevryding Isvir my so
belangrik dat dit
onverantwoordelik van my sou
wees om dit aan andere oor te
laat Na alles Is dit my
0id. Ek kan mos nie
tolaat dat andere vir my veg
nie. Daarom Is ek vandag
hier.”

Dit is met dié soort
- onwrikbare geloof In die ANC

dat die NP te doen saf kry in

sy huidige veldtog om die
sogenaamde “stille, gematigde
swart meerderheid” na hulle
oor te wen.

TUTU EN DIE
GROOT NEUSE

DIT IS NET 'n Desmond Tutu
wat op die dag vanrou,
hartseer en woede die soort
preek kon lewer wat hy by die
Boipatong-begrafnis gedoen
het.

Tutu vertel grappe of maak
humoristiese vergelykings
sodat mense deur hul trane en

bitterheid glimlag en selfs
hardop uitbars van die lag.

Maar dit word gedoen
sonder 'n sweem van
oneerbledigheid. Sy amusante
anekdotes Is nie opperviakkig
of goedkoop nle. Sy
humoristiese uitsprake bevat
diep teologlese en filosofiese
wyshede oor die euwel van
apartheid en rassisme, en
toon dat God 'n God van fielde
en geregtigheid is.

S6 het hy byvoorbeeld die
belaglikheid van apartheid
uitgewys: “Ek het ‘n groct
neus. Nou verkaar die
regering dat slegs mense met
groot neuss die toiletts op Jan
Smuts mag gebruik. Dink net
watter probleme julle andere
met Kleiner neuse sal h8,” s8
hy terwyl! die skare hardop lag.

Met afgemete stem
beklemtoon Tutu dat God alle
mense volgens gelyke waarde
en voigens sy beeld geskape
het. “That is why each of you
is a very spedial person.™

Dan gaan Tutu die skare
voor en via hulle om te
herhaal wat hy s8: “l am a
very special person.” En in
dreunsang herhaal die skare
dit.

Later s8 hy: “God did not
make a mistake in making you
biack.” ‘

En nog later s& die skare

HENNIE SERFONTEIN
HET SY OOR OP DIE GROND

agter hom aan: *l am black
and proud of it.”

ONDERHANDEL OF
MASS ACTION?

BETEKENISVOL dat daar by
die Boipatong-begrafnis
fundamentele verskille was
tussen die toesprake van Cyril
Ramaphosa, sekretaris-
generaal van die ANC,
enersyds en dié van Jay
Naidoo, sekretaris-generaal
van Cosatu, en Chris Hani,
algemene sekretaris van die
SAKP, andersyds.

Ramaphosa het 66k dle
Regering en FW de Klerk in
viymskerp taal veroordesl,
maar aan die einde van sy
toespraak het hy gesé dio
ANC is verbind tot die proses
van onderhandelinge - wat
volgens hom deur die inisiatief
van die ANC tot stand gekom
het.

Sodra die regering aan die
ANC se eise voldoen, of biyke
lewer van hul bona fides, is
die ANC terug by die
ondethandelingstafel.

Maar Naidoo en Hani, wat
van meet af nie geesdriftig oor
onderhandelinge was nie, het
onderhandelinge veroordeel
en die finale oplossing in
*rolling mass action” gesien.
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Twee kennisgewings op Beaufort-Wes...

Oordie Iengte enbreeitevan die Karoo het hulle aangekom en saamgestem die gehatievan lewe in dié sreek
gean net agteniten ingrypende stappe is nodig om die lotvan die mense te verbeter. 5o nie, sal die Karoo

tot'n “menslike rampgebied” verklaar moet word. CHRIST

MET die aankoms op Beaufort-Wes,
langs die grootpad tyssen die Kaap en
Transvaal, vra ‘n rasta-man vir geld.
“Nee, ek het nie blyplek nie en ook nie
werk nie,” vertel hy. “Nou vra ek maar
om vensters te was, dan kry ek so 20
sent vir ‘n brood. Ek het ook besluit
om die A-double-u-bee’s te vra vir
vensterwas, al skel hulle. Wie sal dan
nou vir my werk gee?”

Sy desperate storie word regdeur
die dorre landskap vertel.

Tussen die Karoo-bossies,
verweerde berghange en die “gange”
(plaaspaaie) heers al meer as ‘n eeu
lank ‘n ekonomiese oorlog, vererger
deur apartheid. Dié oorlog het die
lewe van sy slagoffers nou net soveel
gedevalueer as dié van die slagoffers
van politieke geweld in die stede,
meen besorgde inwoners.

Die besef dat elke gemeenskap in
die Karoo, met sy meedoénlose eise
aanmens endier, nie elkeen alleendie
oorweldigende probleme van die
gebied kan aanspreek nie, maar dat
oor die wye vlaktes heen hande gevat
sal moet word om letterlik te red wat
le redde is, was die vernaamste
motivering van die besluit om ‘n
konferensie oor die krisis te hou. -

Vir diegene nou betrokke by
opheffingswerk was die naweek se
konferensie oor “Armoede en
Ontwikkeling in die Karoo” ‘n droom
wat waar geword het,

“Ons wéét watter skade apartheid
aan ons almal gedoen het en steeds
doen,” sé& Stefaans Jooste, ‘n
onderwyser en voorsitter van die
Koordineringskomitee. “Ons kén
armoede. Ons kén die droefheid en

die skade aan ons selfvertroue, ons -
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waardigheid. Maar ons tyd het
aangebreek om op te staan en ons
trots en ons eer te herwin. Om dit te
doen moet ons egter kennis hé.”

DIE SPREKERS het onderstreep dat die
armoede ‘n gevolg is van die strukturele
ongelykhede wat apartheid meege-
bringhet. Die ongelykheid is besonder
swaar in die Karoo gevoel, weens die
groot afstande, betreklike gebrek aan
natuurlike hulpbronne, stedelike
voorkeur vir ontwikkeling en die
gevolglike ‘“isolasie” en “verarming”
van die inwoners. Grond, as
vernaamste hulpbron, het al “witter”,
al droér en al hoe meer onderbenut
geword, terwyl toegang daartoe al
moeiliker en die grondhonger aan die
kantvan die “slagoffers van apartheid”
absoluut geword het.

Vandag is talle van die swart en |,

bruin Karoo-boorlinge swerfmense,
wat met donkiekar, sinkplaatskuiling
of tydelike stukwerk, niks besit nie en
geen toekomsverwagtinge het nie.
Werkloosheid is gemiddeld 60 tot 70
persent en gesinne se afhanklikheid
van staatspensioene so hoog as 90
persent. Maatskaplike werkers sé die
Karoo het ‘n welsyn-slagveld geword,
waar talle selfs doelbewus hulle
gesondheid afskeep om vir
“ongeskiktheid” in aanmerkingte kom.

Min van hulle verstaan die strukture

en probleme wat hulle haweloos op

hul geboortegrond gelaat het, en nog
minder begryp dat hul redding
desnoods in eie hande is.
Verteenwoordigers van 33 van die
sowat 50 Karoo-gemeenskappe het
saam met diens- en maatskaplike
organisasies, onder meer Idasa, Regslui

vir Menseregte, Surplus People Project,
akademici, kerklui en selfs ‘n boer of
twee, koppe bymekaar gesit om die
dringendste probleme te identifiseer
en oplossings aan die hand te doen.

Die spektrum van probleme neem,
soosverwag, skrikwekkende afmetings
aan. Asof grootskaalse alkohol-
misbruik, onvoldoende skoolgeriewe,
gebrek aan wetgewing om plaas-
werkers se regte te beskerm en
chroniese werkloosheid en armoede
nie genoeg is nie, is die toestand die
laaste paar jaar vererger deur die
rasionalisering en privatisering van
vervoerdienste (wat duisende werk-
loos en sonder vervoer gelaat het), die
nasionale sosio-ekonomiese insinking
en die slakkepas van hervorming.

NOU WORD NAELS GEKOU oor die
uitwerking wat die heersende droogte
gaan hé, Hier en daar word dit al “aan
die lyf” gevoel, soos Kenhardt, wat tot
droogte rampgebied verklaar is.

Piet Visagie, sosiale werker van die
dorp, sé: “Dit is die boere se dorp. En
hulle het geen verpligting teenoor die
grondloses nie.” Nietemin meen hy
dat die swaard van verwagte nuwe
wetgewing oor plaaswerkers wat oor
boere se koppe hang, hulle versigtiger
maak om werkers af te dank namate
hulle die droogte aan die sak begin
voel.

Die konferensie-gangers het op die
vernaamste behoeftes gekonsentreer,
waarvanekonomiese ontwikkeling “tot
die hart sny van die Karoo se
behoeftes”, soos prof Wynand Louw,
sosiologie-dosent aan UWK, dit gestel
het.

“Die gevoel is dat ekonomiese

LE TERREBLANCHE doen verslag

ontwikkeling gaan oor mense-
ontwikkeling en uiteindelik om mense
meer in beheer van hul eie lot te stel,”
sé hy. “Daarvoor is visie, geleenthede,
fondse, vaardighede en ‘n beter
infrastruktuur nodig. Maar ons kan
ook nie toelaat dat die Karoo in
afsondering ontwikkel nie.”

Daar is ook gekyk na die behoefte
om ontwikkeling demokraties te laat
geskied, kennis oor basiese mense-
regte, veral dié van plaaswerkers, die
behoefte aan grondhervorming, die
rol van die kerk, en die grenslose
probleme en tekorte in gesond-
heidsdienste, onderwys en behui-
singsdienste.

Saam met die idees om die probleme
aan te spreek en nuwe visie het ook
die besef ontstaan dat politicke en
ekonomiese hervorming op nasionale
vlak noodsaaklik sal wees om die
probleme van veral grondhervorming,
die onderwys en gesondheid
doeltreffend en op lang termyn aan te
spreek.

Heelwat kritiek is uitgespreek teen
die manier waarop die kerke veral
armoede aanspreek. Kerklui is deur
gemeenskappe gevraom ‘nwerkbare,

skriftuurlike definisie van armoede te

formuleer en dan meer aktief in die
bekamping daarvan betrokke te raak.

DIE GEESDRIF oor wat in die Karoo
gedoen kan word, veral ten opsigte
vansy mense-materiaal, is hoofsaaklik
getemper deur die grondkwessie, die
potensiaal wat nie “na behore benut
word nie”, die “historiese wanbalanse
endie ontoeganklikheid”. “Empower-
ment” van werker en werkgewer
insgelyks word as een van die grootste



-, mense

Dié itreksels, waarin die Karoo se mense hul lewensomstandighede opsom, kom uit navorsing-
sk oor niydperk van ses jaar deur prof Aubrey Redinghuis van die UWK
-8 Instituut vir Sosiale Ontwikkeling

“Ek maak kinders bang sodat hulle aan slaap kan raak. Paai soms sodat

“Ek wil die magistraat vra om my en die kinders te laat doodskiet, want s6
swaar kan ek nie meer kry nie. Ek het nie eens meer mooi woordjies vir
my man in briewe tronk toe nie”,
BRITSTOWN

“Hulle het gepraat van die mense is werksku. Die boere praat ook. Ek sé,
ons mense is nie werksku nie. Die behandeling, dit is die storie. Ek het
hierso by...., daai manne sé, daai boer vioek hulle enige tyd en daai boer
wil hulle sommer enige tyd slaan. Toe sé hy: Meneer, ek kan nie meer, ek
moet trek.”

BEAUFORT-WES

“Kan nie verstaan nie. As arbeiders het ons die land ryk gearbei, maar
nou verstoot die witmense ons.”
VICTORIA-WES

“0 Here meneer, ek moet dit maar so aanvaar, want ter wille van die
kinders - kinders gaan skool... ek eet omtrent nooit, drink maar net n
bietjie koffie m@rens. Eenuur dan bly ek sommer van die huis af. Dan
kom ek vanaand en eet net daai stukkie vanaand. Mdre gaan ek net weer
weg dan bly ek sommer die hele dag weg.”
MURRAYSBURG

“Ons het geen heenkome. Ons is basies 99 persent afhanklik van die
staat.”
BEAUFORT-WES

uitdagings in dié verband gesien. Die
stryd teen lae lone en werkloosheid is
daarin van kardinale belang, is gesé.

Die bevrydingbewegings se
aandrang dat plaaslike herstrukturering
nie eensydig aangepak word, moet
hier letterlik opgeweeg word teen
dringende en broodnodige hervorming
ter wille van menswaardigheid en die
mees basiese menseregte, soos kos en
skuiling,

Privatisering van dienste op dorpe
is boonop ‘n groot probleem, soos ds
Richard Jones van die Sendingkerk op
Venterstad uitgewys het. “Werk-
loosheid beloop al 75 persent, huurgeld
vir huise is R90 per maand en nou die
dag het die munisipaliteit nog 15
werkers afgedank weens privatisering-
skuiwe. Hier kom geen ontwikkeling
nie. Met die Hendrik Verwoerd-dam
op ons voorstoep word water regdeur
die gebied gestuur, maar vir ons is
daar geen werk of toegang nie.”

Op Beaufort-Wes wys ‘n groot
uithangbord: “die veiligste karavaan-
park” - en ‘n kennisgewing langsaan
verduidelik “die terrein is geprivatiseer
deur die munisipaliteit, wat reg van
toegang voorbehou”.

VANDIE JONGER gemeenskapswerkers,

s wat ook meer polities aktief is, het by

VWB kom kla oor polisie-geweld. Die
advieskantoor op Carnarvon het

bevestig dat klagtes van polisie-mole-
stering op verskeie plekke ondersoek
word, onder meer Brandvlei, Vosburg,
Williston en Loxton, terwyl die
moontlikheid van ‘n interdik teen die
polisie op Prieska indringendeaandag
geniet.

“Daar mag monitering in die stede
wees, maar op die platteland het die
polisie nog vrye teuels. Niemand sien
hulle nie,” verduidelik ‘n afgevaardigde
van die dorp.

Een van die besluite was om
bestaande strukture in die gemeen-
skappe, onder meer inligtingsbronne,
uit te brei. “Die plaasskool bly ‘n
wesenlike bron van inligting,”
beklemtoon Jooste.,

Daar sal voortgegaan word met
werkwinkels, veral om mense van hul
regte bewus te maak en visie te help
bevorder. ‘n Oproep is op groter me-
dia-aandag gedoen sodat mense bewus

gemaak kan word van die Karoo se

dilemma. Afvaardigings na verskeie
ministers word beplan om onder meer
toegang tot plase, die gesondheids-
en onderwysnood te bespreek.

“Ek wys nie vinger na apartheid as
enigste oorsaak van die armoede nie,
maar dis die vernaamste,” sé ds Beyers
Naudé, die genooide spreker. “Al sou
ons ook die mees simpaticke en
gewillige regering hé, sal voor sekere
werklikhede geswig moet word.”
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hulle vergeet van hongerpyne. Soggens moet ek dan vroeg opstaan om
iefs te gaan soek virkindersomte eet -
wanneer hul wakker word.”
BRITSTOWN

“Ek dink mense drink omdat, jy weet ons mense doen it net andersom.
Die ander mense skiet hom dood, wanner hy nie die as kan dra nie, maar
die ... man drink. Dit is vir hom ‘'n ontvlugting.”

DE AAR

“...mense wat spiritus drink en daai mense ly behoorik. Hulle het nie
huisvesting nie. Hy het nie broek of hemp of paar skoene nie. Hulle slaap
onder brie en al daardie soort van dinge en dit is omdat die man nie geld

het nie, hy werk nie...
Ag, meneer ditis treurig.”
BEAUFORT-WES

“Daar is nou nie eens geld nie, nou as hulle dronk is en die kinders hul
envrakos, dan dink hulle seker hulle is dronk, dan kry hulle nig so seer
nie”.

VICTORIA-WES

- “Die moedeloosheid en die magteloosheid is dieselfde...”
MURRAYSBURG

HY HET gesé die Karoo se mense sal
geloof in hulself en visie moet
ontwikkel en gewys op die
noodsaaklikheid van kodrdinering
tussen ontwikkelingsprogramme in die
streek. Die Karoo moet self inspraak
hé in sy toekoms, sodat voorkom
word dat beleidsrigtings soos tot nou
van bo afgedwing word, sé hy.

Prof Aubrey Redlinghuis van die
Instituut vir Sosiale Ontwikkeling (ISO)
aan UWK, wat jare lank al navorsing
doen oor die maatskaplike probleme
van die gebied, het soos prof Kader
Asmal van die ANC daarop gewys dat
die probleem van armoede in die
Karoo nie in ‘n vakuum bestaan nie,
maar deel van die nasionale probleem
is.

Hy meen die balans tussen
ekonomiese herstrukturering en groei
landwyd enersyds en die demo-
kratisering en herverdeling aan die
ander kant, sal een van die grootste
beleidsuitdagings van die toekoms
wees.

“Die vernaamste politicke rolspelers
sal indringend kennis moet neem van
die realiteite van landelike onder-
ontwikkeling en armoede,” sé
Redlinghuis.

Die armoede word primér ervaar
deur swart Suid-Afrikaners en veral in
die landelike gebiede, wat 80 persent
vandie grondoppervlak beslaan en 40

persentvan die land se inwoners
huisves. “Die areas het die laagste
welsynsvlak in die land,” sé hy.

Buiten werkloosheid, lae lone en
die “uviters desperate bestaansituasic”,
het hy ondervoeding, wanvoeding,
siektes, drankmisbruik, tienerswang-
erskappe, gesinsverbrokkeling, hag-
like lewensomstandighede van plaas-
arbeiders, behuisingstekorte op dorpe
as die Karoo se vernaamste probleme
uitgewys.

Hy bevraagteken “die response van
plaaslike en sentrale owerhede”, en
beklemtoon

die “sombere toekomsvisie” van
inwoners, hulle oorheersende gevoel
van “magteloosheid en moede-
loosheid”.

Of die akademiese insette van die
konferensie en die nuwe visie wat dit
geskep het, deur die gemeenskap-
verteenwoordigers vertaal en
afgewentel kan word na dié wat lankal
moed verloor het, sal gesien moet
word. Ironies het talle gemeen-
skapswerkers gewys op die weerstand
teen vinnige en geforseerde ont-
wikkeling onder veral die armes.

“Dit moet geskied teen die pas van
die mense van die Karoo en die
plaasmense, anders verloor ons,” sé
Koos Gous van Carmarvon.
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ien water.
vel 23 sekondes
" vinniger om na te
" gaan en vol

te maak.

i Snaa Ul Deur nou
by my pa se garage. Laasweek het ek
dalk 'n wereldrekord hier gesien.”

“Soveel dinge het by my pa se garage verander. Een daarvan
is hoe gou dit nou neem om petrol in te gooi, jou ruite te was en
na jou olie en water te laat kyk.

Alles het begin toe Pa 'n belofte geteken het om sy diens
beter te maak. Die eerste stap was om die diensspan op die
voorplein vir nuwe kursusse te stuur, sodat die alledaagse takies
vinniger kan verloop.

Laasweek het al hierdie dinge gebeur toe mevrou Kay, die
balletonderwyseres, petrol ingegooi het.”

Mevrou Kay se tenk was leeg. Maar met goeie
bediening was al daardie dingetjies net in die
belfte van die gewone tyd kant en klaar.

O ja! En terwyl alles blitsig gebeur bet, het
mnr Mabuse, die Ultra Service
Koordineerder, in bebeer van die
voorplein, ook nog oorgekom om die
ruitveérs skoon te maak en vir
mevrou Kay ‘n voorspelling

Sjoe, dit was 'n gemors.Stof,
insekte, voélwatsenaam,
mevrou Kay se ruite bet
rérig aaklig gelyk. Tog was
dit binne minute blinkskoon

Olie.

'n Bomenslike
20 sekondes vinniger,
dieselfde tyd as wat
dit vir Carl Lewis
neem om 200 meter
te nael

Uiteindelik kan jy iets doen
om beter diens te kry.

van die weer te gee.

Al vier bande tot 2 bar
gepomp, 53 sekondes
vinniger as eers.

ULTRA
SERVICE

By Shell, streef ons daarna om
seker te maak alles gaan wel, waar
jy ook al gaan. Een vir een ontvang
ons handelaars en hul spanne op
die voorplein dus 'n uitgebreide
opleidingsprogram by ons Klein-
handel Diensakademie, en hulle
onderneem om 'n nuwe maatstaf
van puik diens aan klante te bring,

Oral waar jy hierdie nuwe
Ultra Service-teken sien, kan jy
seker wees dis 'n handelaar wat sy

. garage verbind het tot die hoé

standaarde wat ons stel.

As jy om enige rede voel dat
ons spesiale Ultra Service-
handelaars en Shell nie hierdie
belofte getrou nakom nie, kry jy by

. al ons Ultra Service-garages

kaartjies wat jy met jou kommen-

* taar aan Shell kan pos. En ons gee

beslis aandag aan jou klagtes.
Waarom probeer jy Ultra Service
nie sommer dadelik nie?

Alles wel. Op pad met Shell. < >

OGILVY & MATHER. RIGHTFORD SEARLE-TRIPP & MAKIN 21794 1A




why ey getaway

It really not strange that most crimes committed in Sout hAfia g0 unpunished wites JURFE DEWET

A POLICE General’s utterances are sel-
dom good for a laugh - but the Com-
missioner of Police’s recent comment
on the judgement in the Trust Feed’s
murder case had me in stitches. He
said that the Police would not tolerate
or condone unprofessional or incom-
petent police investigations. I always
thought they were the norm and that
unless a criminal left a photograph
and a signed confession at the scene
of the crime he had a better than even
chance of getting away with it. Most of
our policemen seem nottoknow what
the word “investigate” means.

Now before T am charged for un-
justly belittling our boys in blue (or is
it in camouflage?) let’s consider the
charge.

If you have ever reported a car theft,
house breaking or assault to the po-
lice, did their investigation prowess
and enthusiasm to solve the crime
impress you? Was the perpetrator ar-
rested? The chances are you were not
and he was not. The sad fact is that
most crimes committed in this country
8o unpunished. The majority of mur-
der cases go unsolved, Criminals and
murderers know that the chances of
their being caught are slight - so they
have little incentive to mend their
ways and nothing but contempt for
the law.

I's not just a case of the police
being unable to find the perpetrator of
a crime - that is often the easy part. It
is proving the case in court that the
police find difficult (witness all the
suspect train killers who have charges
withdrawn against them). I would
estimate that depending on the type of
crime any half decent criminal lawyer
has an acquittal rate of 50 to 90 per
cent,

My experience suggests that these
are some of the investigative tech-
niques employed by the SA Police
which might have some bearing on
the problem:

The Beat Them Till They

Confess Technique

‘This technique was widely used by
units investigating serious crimes such
as the old Brixton Murder and Rob-
bery Unit and the Security Branch.
One finds a suspect and persuades
him to confess. Persuasion might in-
volve a beating or something more
refined such as suffocation with an
inner tube or a wet canvas bag pulled
tightly across the face or the adminis-
tration of electric shocks with a wind-
up field telephone, which when prop-

erly used, will not leave burn marks. A

 variation, thankfully now little used,

wasto combine these persuasivetech-
niques with prolonged detention in
terms of the security laws. To confess
was often the only way to get out from
months or years of solitary confine-
ment.

Thanks to a provision of the Crimi-
nal Procedure Act, which places the
onus of proving that a confession was
not freely and voluntarily made on the
accused and the fact that the torture
seldom takes place in public, this
technique is almost guaranteed to se-
cure a conviction, even if the suspect
was in fact innocent.

The Arrest Everyone Who

Is Present Technique

Widely used in public violence cases
or other offences where several peo-
ple were present. You charge every-
one who may have been present and
hope that in court the charge will stick
against one or more of them. Also
called the roll up technique, it in-
volves finding one person who was
present and “persuading” him/her to
point out the others, The snag is that
it is not very successful where the
accused enjoy the benefit of legal
representation. But it's good for an
arrest and a couple of days in the cells
- all the punishment the investigating
officer often seems to want. The phi-
losophy seems to be: if the courts
won't do it, it’s up to the police to
punish the criminals.

The Have Witness Who
Will Prosecute Technique

Commonly found in cases involving
intimidation. All that’s needed is a
complainant, usually an employer
whose workers have gone onstrike or
ascab labourer who can be persuaded
to lay a complaint. The investigation
commonly begins when strikers mount
a picket or make a derogatory com-
ment about a scab worker’s mother.
The indignant employer summons the
police, who hold a short discussion
with him in private and emerge some
ten minutes later to arrest the trouble-
makers - usually the shop stewards
and the more enthusiastic union mem-
bers. The charge sheet invariably reads:
“Dat die beskuldigdes skuldig is aan
die misdryf van intimidasie deurdat
hulle gedreig het om die klaer te dood
deur hom met ‘n buiteband te brand
indien hy gaan werk.”

As in the previous technique, the

‘people and the law

mvestngatmg officer never asks the
suspect for his version of the events
and if he does, pays it no heed. He
certainly does not investigate the ve-
racity of the complaint before arrest-
ing and charging the suspects.

This technique is also not very
successful, for it depends largely on
the complainant’s ability to stand up
under cross examination at the trial
some three months later. By then the
strike is usually over, the scab has left
the company's employ or is back at
work with the accused and not eager
to testify.

Thousands of prosecutions collapse
for the same reason - because it is
customary for both the police and
prosecutors to treat witnesses with
contempt, to keep them sitting in
court corridors for hours or days with-
out explanation, to keep them igno-
rant of the progress in the case, not to
prepare them before they testify and
even to arrest them if they do not
arrive at court on the appointed day.
State witnesses are sometimes detained
for months before testifying. What-
ever this is intended to achieve, it
certainly helps the defence. A good
defence attorney always carefully as-
sesses the State witnesses’ level of
enthusiasm so as to exploit the police
and prosecution’s appalling PRO to
his dient’s greatest advantage. A scared
and reluctant State witness becomes
most co-operative if treated with kind-
ness and consideration by the de-
fence.

If You Can't Catch The
Criminals, Create Them
Technique

* For policemen tired of failing to find

criminals, this guarantees results. Also
known as the police trap, it entails
inducing law abiding citizens to com-
mit crimes - for instance involving
prostitution or illegal diamond deal-
ing - whilst they are recorded on video
or tape or in the presence of half a
dozen police witnesses. It’s a great
favourite of the vice, gold and dia-

‘mond squads as it virtually guarantees

a conviction. But it is doubtful that it
contributes significantly to reducing
crime, :

The Persuade Them To
Plead Guilty Technique

Very effective against minor offend-
ers. Refined in the field of traffic law
enforcement, it works on the principle
that if you make the costs of pleading

not guilty higher than the penalty for
pleading guilty most suspects will pay
admission of guilt fines. It's cheaper to
pay the R100 admission of guilt fine
for driving at 70km in a 60km zone
through Upington than toreturn there
to defend the charge.

Another popular inducement to a
plea of guilty is to arrest a suspect after
4pm on a Wednesday and to advise
him that unless he pays an admission
of guilt he will be held in the police
cells till he appears in court the next
Monday. The vice squad in Hillbrow
have perfected the “no bail till Mon-
day technique” and the “if you go to
court you will be dreadfully embar-
rassed technique” - which invariably
persuades suspects arrested for solic-
iting a policeman’s girlfriend for an
immoral purpose on a Friday night, to
plead guilty. It makes the police statis-
tics on arrests and crime prevention
look good but it does not do much to
stop ordinary crime.

The Charge Them With
Obstruction Technique

A favourite of policemen who like to
throw their weight around. You be-
have offensively in some public place,
for example by kicking a tramp or a
Hillbrow street kid, until some morally
sensitive citizen remonstrates with you.
You then give the citizen a few clouts
and charge him with obstructing the -
police in the course and scope of their
duties. A variant is the “if he charges
you, you charge him technique” (at-
tack is the best form of defence). If any
citizen should lay a criminal charge or
worse, institute a civil action against
you, you charge him with some of-
fence that might justify your conduct.
If, for example, you have been com-
pelled to shoot someone, charge him
with possession of a petrol bomb or
escaping from custody. The Attorney
General or his staff will ensure thatthe
victim will go on trial before you do.
Whether the suspect is found guilty or
not, the trial is almost guaranteed to
destroy the case against the police
before it has a chance of coming to
court.

The Let's Pretend To

Investigate Technique
This requires the police to go through
the motions of an investigation as they
did initially in the Trust Feed matter. It
is commonly used when inves-
tigating crimes against political
opponents, Crimes perpetrated
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peoplen and the law

by CCB agents and vigi-

lante gangs are routinely

investigated by this
method. One can interview hun-
dreds of witnesses and issue
lengthy press statements on
progress without actually mak-
ing any progress. This technique
also does nothing for law and
order but can accrue to the gov-
ernment’s and the police’s short
term advantage.

The Courts Are Too
Lenient And The Bis-
tard Will

Probably Get Off
Anyway Technique
Generally reserved for the worst
kind of criminal - usually cop
killers - but also used extensively
in the past against MK guerillas.
Like the previous technique it is
not really an investigation and
seldom ends in court. Although
the use of this technique is sel-
dom proven (Trust Feeds being a
rare exception) it is recognised
by certain tell-tale signsleft inthe
course of the investigation. Of-
ten the sign is a three inch col-
umn in a newspaper advising
that a suspect arrested for his
alleged involvement in the kill-
ing of a policeman or farmer died
after being arrested. The column
will add that the suspect led the
police to a private and remote
place (there are never any inde-
pendent witnesses)where he had
allegedly hidden the stolen goods
or murder weapon. When the
suspect bent over to uncover the
hiding place he suddenly grabbed
a gun hidden there and tried to
shoot at the police who were
forced to shoot back and the
suspect was killed. (The suspect
is not handcuffed and is always
usked to uncover the stolen goods
or weapon himself in case it is
hooby trapped.) Suspects are also
commonly claimed to have led
the police toa dam or river, (once
¢ven a swimming pool at the
Protea Police Station) and there
with their hands cuffed behind
their backs to have dived in and
drowned before they could be
rescued.

The Common Or

Garden Investigation

The techniques described above
are specialised techniques appli-
cable to specific situations and
specific types of crimes. The com-
mon or garden criminal investi-
gation is by far the most prevalant.
This technique requires a young
inexperienced, undertrained,
overworked and underpaid po-
lice constable to investigate at
least three times as many cases as
he is able to do properly.

(Jurie de Wet is the
pen name of a well-known
Johannesburg attorney.)
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jou laaste kans

VWB se verkoopprys styg volgende week weens hoér druk- enverspreidingskoste na R3,00
(BTW ingesluit).

Maartoemaar, dit hoef nie te beteken dat jy R3,20 ekstra ‘n maand hoef te bestee om werklik
ingelig en geprikkel te word nie. Vir die volgende twee weke kan jy nog op VWB inteken teen
die ou prys van R110 perjaar en R60 vir ses maande (BTW en aflewering ingesluit) en VWB
op ‘n Vrydagoggend by jou huis afgelewer kry. Dan hoef jy sommer
ook nie meer op ‘n Vrydag na die ding te gaan soek nie.

En hier is nog ‘n rede waarom jy nou dadelik ‘n tiek of poswissel vir
R110 moet aanstuur: As jy binne die volgende twee weke vir ‘n jaar
inteken, stuur ons vir jou ‘n gratis VWB-T-hemp, of jy kan kies omdie
toonaangewende publikasie, die Vrye Weekblad/Sowetan
Quarterly State of the Nation Report, vir ‘njaarlank te ontvang. Dié
blad is nie te koop nie en word net aan ‘n uitgesoekte groep
meningsvormers gestuur. /

STATE OF ’(z'nlx NATION
Ons doen \

huisaflewerings op die volgende

plekke: Die PWV-gebied, wat insluit ' >l

Johannesburg, Pretoria, Verwoerdburg, \

Midrand, Sandton, Randburg, Roodepoort,

. . Hierdie is nie 'n Kledingstuk wat daarop gemik is om die '
Randf_onte'n' Krugersdorp, Hor_'da' waardigheid te ondermyn vanAhikanerghris!elik-
Germiston, Alberton, Bedfordview, Nasionaliste.ontsjmbanndelgBlou. dieVoortrlekkers.d_
i : Ruiterwag, Broederbond, Rapporiryers en -lesers, die
Kemptonpark, Beno ni, Boksburg, "Spnngs, Nasionale Part& en sy organe, die LG Kerk en/of ander
Brakpan, Vereeniging en Vanderbijipark. In susters, die FA die\'raue{ederasie,dieStiatin?xur IR
onlederasie

Transvaal is ons ook beskikbaar in die = nwv—j Vriendelike Afrikaans, die

. : » { van Kinderkranse, moeé dog skatryk
sentrale dele van Witbank en Nelspruit, en Bered kabinetsministers, burgemeesters van

in die Vrystaat ook in sekere dele van toiletdorpe, bomplanters, volkstaters en ander
Bloemfontein. In die Kaapse Skiereiland oewerhewoners, sweepslaners, Karwatse en ander Husse
g mel Lang Ore, draers van tradisionele wapens en andere
lewer ons af in Woodstock, Rosebank, Ob- met knoppe op hul kieries, holnats, meelopers en/of : ——
servatory, Mowbray, Claremont, Newlands, P ha?dﬁa'n}evandieksmqg:je.Slalimsite.RMa(xista :

; : antichriste, gestrukiureerde anargiste, Roomses, ¥
B|Sh°ps_court_' WY"b_G'Q» Kenilworth, suurstofdiewe en Kodesa-lieplappers, kullurele 4
Constantia, Tuine, Oranjezicht, Vredehoek, {lentergatte, Groen en Roai bullebakke, windbrekers hi

i i agterbankers, smartvrate, kamerade enjol £
nggovale i BgIIVIIIe (slegs sekere dele). e t ggsekons!rueerda kabbaliste of agente vnan die bewus:yr "’

VWB word ook in Stellenbosch en Somer- &  nie. Ditis bloot 1 VryeWeekiad -hemp. ¥ N

set-wes afgelewer.

Indien jy twyfel of VWB injou omgewing
afgelewerword, moenie huiwer omvir
Lille van der Walt by (011) 836 2151 F
te kontak nie.

En as jy buite een van dié streke val, stuur ons VWB teen dieselfde koste per pos aan.
Vul dié vorm vandag nog in en stuur saam met jou tjek of poswissel aan: VWB Verspreiding
(Laaste Kans), Posbus 177, Newtown 2113.
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Stuur VWB vir my per pos/tuisaflewering aan vir

D 1 jaar

D 6 maande

........................................................................................................

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- D Ek w“ ‘n graﬁs T_hemp hé
[ ] Ek wil die State of the Nation
Reportontvang



die manin die middel

Roelf Meyeris esns deur di media  “iggewiq™ genogm. Maar hy het as minister van Verdediging aansienliké Veranderings
bewerkstelig en die NP het een van die moeiliksts take in 44 jaar op sy skouers geplaas - i van hoofonderhandelaar om
nuwe bedeling daar te stel. CHRISTELLE TERREBLANCHE gesels met die jong minister van Staatkundige Ontwikkeling

As die regering se nuwe hoof-
onderhandelaar by Kodesa, kloof Roelf
Meyer nie hare oor die gebakte pere
van die laaste tyd nie - die mislukte
poging om ‘nonderhandelde skikking
te bereik oor ‘n interim-regering, die
Boipatong-slagting. Hy het immers nou
die aand op ‘n NP-vergadering gesé ‘n
verkiesing kom binne anderhalf jaar.

“Ek dink nie dit is prakties haalbaar
dat dit vroeér as ‘n jaar van nou kan
gebeur nie. Dit was by Kodesa II al
duidelik dat dit nie dié jaar nog kan
wees nie, maar die feit dat ons nou
reeds besluit het daar sal ‘n tweede
sitting dié jaar wees, beteken ons
hoop ons sal kan vorder.”

Die 45-jarige Meyer praat met die
selfversekering van ‘n man wat die
laaste vyf jaar met rasse skrede in die
hiérargie van die NP opgang gemaak
het. Sedert sy aanstelling op 39 jaar as
adjunk-minister van Wet en Orde in
1986, het hy binne sesjaar gevorder na
adjunk-minister van Staatkundige
Ontwikkeling, minister van Verdedi-
ging en sy aanstelling in Mei as minis-
ter van Staatkundige Ontwikkeling.

Met sy cerste kabinetsaanstelling
het mense van dié man met die glimlag
en die seunsgesig gepraat as Suid-
Afrika se eerste “blue jeans law and
order boss”. Sy ontspanne persoonlike
styl staan in skrille kontras tot die
formaliteit van sy voorgangers - onder
andere John Vorster en Jimmy Kruger.

Toe die “talks-about-talks” afskop,
was hy Gerrit Viljoen, voormalige min-
ister van Staatkundige Ontwikkeling
en sy verklaarde mentor, se “aid de
camp”. In ANC-kringe is gou gepraat
van sy bekwaamheid en belangrike
werk agter die skerms.

Ondanks sy geskiedenis as gesiene
Ruiterwaglid en hoof van die berugte
Plaaslike Bestuursrade indie jare tagtig,
en ondanks sy toenemende self-
vertroue, het sy beeldas die “liggewig-
IP”van Johannesburg-Wes, ‘n politikus
met ‘n sagte aanslag en selfs ‘n swak
teenstander, hardnekkig geklou tot
met sy aanstelling in die swaargewig
Verdedigingspos. :

TOE HY EINDE verlede jaar genl Magnus
Malan as minister van Verdediging
vervang, het die media heelwat te sé
gehad. “Can FW's Canary make Kat
sing?” het die Britse koerant The Inde-

pendent on Sunday gevra. Die bynaam

“Die Kanarie” het Meyer gekry op
grond van sy enligste weermag-ervaring
-‘njaaraslid van die lugmag-koor. Die

implikasie was dat hy as ‘n vermeende
“dove” onder die “hawks” in die SAW
kwalik hond haar-af sou kon maak
met die hoof van die weermag, genl
Kat Liebenberg. Berigte en gerugte
van wrywing tussen die twee het
regdeur sy nege maande as minister
van Verdediging voortgeduur. ‘n Dag
voor sy aanstelling as minister van
Staatkundige Ontwikkeling het hy dit
nog kategories ontken.

“Dit was ‘n totaal verkeerde
aanname,” sé Meyer. “Ek sou s& my
rekord van nege maande in die weer-
mag spreek van die teendeel. Ek het
deurgaans ‘'n baie goeie verhouding
met die hoof van die weermag gehad
en ons het in sekere sin baie goeie
vriende geword.”

Hy gee toe: hul style verskil heel-
temal. “Hy is deur en deur ‘n militaris

en ek ‘n politikus. Miskien het ons

mekaar juis daarom goed aangevul.

“Ek wil my verstout om te sé ek het
baie nuwe idees by die weermag
ingedra - juis oor aanpassings by die
konstisionele proses.”

Dié pogings was suksesvol,
onderstreep Meyer. Hy het inderdaad
in die paar maande baie braak grond
gebreek oor onder meer die toeckom-
stige rasionalisasie van die weermag,
hoe daar met die TBVC-lande se weer-
magte gehandel moet word envolgens
hom is ook sowat 80 persent
ooreenstemming bereik oor die
beginsels waarvolgens Umkhonto we
Sizwe ingelyf behoort te word. ‘n
Groot hulp was sy besondere aanklank
met Chris Hani, as MK-hoof, ondanks
Meyer se vermeende wrewel teen die
kommunisme.

Meyermaak kapsie teendie siening
vanhom as ‘n “dove”, maar hy glo ook
nie hy is ‘n “hawk” nie. “Nie een van
die twee sou ‘n goeie beeld oordra
nie,” sé€ hy geamuseerd. “Ek souliewers
s¢ my visie is om te slaag met
onderhandeling sodat ons by ‘n punt
van, ‘n volle demokratiese konsti-
tusionele bedeling kan uitkom. My
styl] om dit te vermag is een van
oorreding en oortuiging.”

Dat hy genoeg murg in die pype het

omdie geweldige eise van die prosesse .

te behartig, daaraan twyfel ndg sy
kollegas n6g sy politicke teenstanders
om die onderhandelingstafel. Min sien
hom nog as “liggewig”.

Vra ‘nmens hom watter persoonlike
eienskappe hom so ver gebring het,
raak hy effens, wel, verleé.

Onpretensieus is hy beslis. Kalm en

berekend, tog spontaan in gesprek.
Nederig ook, ‘n eienskap waaraan hy
persoonlik groot waarde heg. Hy glo
sy beste eienskap is sy ontledings-
vermoé, die vermoé om ‘n situasie
vinnig en akkuraat op te som. Maar ja,
hy sou graag beter formulering wou
aan kweek, in “albei landstale”. Soos
die meeste Vrystaters glo hy sy Engels
skiet soms ‘n bietjie te kort.

MEYERIS IN Port Elizabeth gebore en
het op Ficksburg in die Vrystaat
matrikuleer. Sy pa, ‘n boer, is dood toe
hy 15 was. Hy het aan die Universiteit
van die Oranje-Vrystaat in die regte
studeer en gou ‘n suksesvolle pro-
kureur in Pretoria geword. Hy is in
1971 getroud met Carené en hulle het
vier kinders - twee seuns en twee
dogters - tussen 9 en 17 jaar oud.

Op 32 jaar het hy Dawie de Villiers
as LP vir Johannesburg-Wes vervang
en sewe jaar later is hy deur PW Botha
in die kabinet aangestel. Verlede jaar
het hy en sy broer, Tobie (nou 53),
geskiedenis gemaak - hulle was die
eerste twee broers wat albei as adjunk-
ministers in die parlement dien. Sy
broer, ‘n boer van beroep, is adjunk
van lLandbou en Landbou-ontwik-
keling in die Ministersraad van die
Volksraad. Meyer was toe nog adjunk
van Staatkundige Ontwikkeling envan
Inligtingsdienste.

Maar nee, daar was geen politicke
ambisie in hul ouerhuis nie, s& Meyer,
‘n bietjie verbaas oor die vraag. “Hulle
was gewone, eintlik eenvoudige
boermense. Een ding wat ons ouers
onswel geleer het, was omte weet wat
in die wéreld aangaan.

“Ek het altyd ‘n natuurlike
belangstelling in die politiek gehad -
maar in my dae van aktiewe
studentepolitiek het ek my gewis nie
op ‘n politiecke loopbaan voorberei
nie,” s€ hy. As regstudent op Kovsies
was hy SR-voorsitter en later ook presi-
dentvandie Afrikaanse Studentebond.
Met sy toetrede tot die politiek was hy
‘n gesiene lid van die Ruiterwag.

Sy politieke mentor, Gerrit Viljoen,
het hom glo s6 opgesom in die vroeé
dae van onderhandelinge: “Hy
kombineer taktvolle diplomasie met
tawwe doelgerigtheid om vir sy
oortuigings op te kom.”

Nou staan Meyer in Viljoen se skoene

- vir hom ‘n groot eer en ‘n uitdaging. .

Die grootste struikelblok in die weg
van ‘n onderhandelde skikking, sé hy,
is die verskillende partye se

suid-afrika se leiers

|
1
i
|

grondwetlike uitgangspunte - “die NP
se aandrang op maksimale afwenteling
van mag versus die ANC se beleid van
maksimale sentralisasie van mag”.

“Tot tyd en wyl ons ‘n coreenkoms
het rondom daai verskil, sal daar
struikelblokke op die pad wees. En
ons sal dit moet oplos, in een of ander
stadium.”

HYKRY MINTYD vir lees, sé Meyer, want
hy het letterlik ‘n agtien-uur-werkdag.
“Dit is een van die beperkings van die
politiek.” So nou en dan kry hy darem
‘n hoofstuk of wat “lekker ligte
onspanningslektuur” ingepas. -

As sportman het hy vroeér “aan
alles deelgeneem, maar nooit ernstig
nie”, Kom dit by musiek, is Lloyd
Webber “taamlik hoog op die
spyskaart”., En sy heel lekkerste
ontspanning, “waarvoor daar bitter
min tyd is”, is kuier om ‘n potjie saam
met vriende,

“Vir seker,” sé hy as jyhom vra of hy

g blou jeans by die huis dra.

“Ek is ‘n ou vir die wildernis. Ek was
die laaste twee Desembers in Bot-
swana. Dit is absoluut fantasties. Was
jy al daar? Ons kampeer en leef wild,
en ek skeer nie, sommer so vir twee
weke.”

Net voor jy begin dink hy is dalk die
kabinet se antwoord op die Camel
Man, moet jy weer ‘n slag dié
gladgeskeerde, netjies gedasde man
se innemende glimlag opweeg teen sy
oortuiging en doelgerigtheid. “In my
huidige pos het ek één doel - en dit is
om seker te maak dat ons suksesvol is
met onderhandelinge. En ek is bereid
om alles te gee daarvoor.”

‘n Mens moenie ‘n man op sy blou
jeans takseer nie.
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DIE pas afgelope Aardeberaad in Rio is
natuurlik nie die eerste of ‘n unieke
optrede deur die mens om sy
omgewing te red nie. Voorbeelde uit
die verlede is legio, en soms ietwat
bisar - ten minste net so bisar soos ‘n
klomp middeljarige mans wat vioom
aan die wéreld verduidelik dat hulle
nou gaan saamstaan om die aarde vir
ONS ALMAL ‘n beter plek te maak.
‘nBaie vroeér en radikaler ingryping
deur Homo sapiens ter wille van die
ckologie, was die Asteke van Mexiko
se menslike offers en kannibalistiese
webruike. Dit is die mening van van M
Harner, ‘n kulturele antropoloog, wat
redeneer dat rituele uit die Asteekse
sodsdiens nie voldoende rede kan
wees vir die grootskaalse mense-
slagting en (soos beweer word)
antropopatie onder dié beskawing nie.
Harner reken ‘n geweldige
hevolkingsgroei in die vallei van
Mexiko gepaardgaande met ‘n
vermindering van wilde en getemde
diere was verantwoordelik vir ‘ntekort
aan proteiene - “Large scale cannibal-
ism, disguised as sacrifice, was the
natural consequence of this situation.”
(The Ecological Basis for Aztec Sacri-

fice. Ethnology 4, 1977)

Die slagting onder die Asteke was
verstommend - met die inwyding van
die piramied-tempel van Tenochtitlan
in 1487 is daar volgens argeologiese
hevindings tussen 70 000 en 80 000
mense aan die songod van die Asteke
geoffer. Harner en Borah meen dat
daar elke jaar tot een persent van die
hevolking van sentraal-Mexiko
seremonieel om die lewe gebring is.
Dit -is ‘n totaal van 250 000
“gesanksioneerde” moorde per jaar!

Wat is met al dié proteiene gedoen?
Hamer skets‘n prentjie van ‘n Asteekse
feesmaal: ‘n bredie met tamaties, rissies
endie ledemate van die slagoffer (laat
dit nie die mond water nie?). Die torso
van die offerhande is aan die
koninklike dieretuin van Tenochtitlan
geskenk, ’

Maar dié “ekologiese ingryping” en
verrassende kookkuns van die Asteke
kon nie die kulturele en virologiese
druk van Cortés en sy conquistadores
vorleef nie. Vroeg in die 16e eeu het
die beskawing van die Asteke die
stryd gewonne gegee envandag baklei
volkekundiges en argeoloé oor die
interpretasie van die relatief klein
hoeveelheid inligting wat oor dié
gemeenskap beskikbaar is.

Hoe seker kan antropoloé en
akademici wees dat mense wel in die
verlede ander mense geéet het? Is
kannibalisme nie by ons ingeprent
deur gru-verhale uit die verlede
(onthou die bekende beeld van die
wit jagter in die groot swart pot érens
in donker Afrika?) as ‘n bedekte
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" daardie

begeerte om “vyande” of vreemde
“minderwaardiges” as “primitief” of
“onmenslik” te tipeer nie?

- SELFS VANDAG NOG: Henry Kissinger

vertel in sy boek Years of Upheaval,
hoe Leonid Brezhnev aan hom gesé
het die Chinese tree “kannibalisties”
op in die wyse waarop hulle van hul
leiers ontslae raak. Dan gaan Brezhnev
verder: “.. they might well, in fact, be
cannibals.”

Onlangse “oorlewingskannibalis-
me” wat gedokumenteer is met
byvoorbeeld ‘n vliegtuigongeluk in
die Andes of hongersnood érens op
die oop see, word nie by dié gesprek
betrek nie. Twyfel word egter
toenemend uitgespreek wanneer
kannibalisme as gevestigde gebruik
op ou beskawings afgedruk word.

In Suider-Afrika is kannibalisme ook
in die beskrywing van “die ander”
gebruik. Wanneer die sendeling
Robbert Moffat ocor die “Mantatisi”
berig, word hy as volg aangehaal:
“They appeared more rude and barba-
rous than the tribes farther west, but
they were formerly part of the Batlokoa
clan of the northern Transvaal.' Al-
though their ferocious cannibalism
was the outcome of the disorganised
state of Basutoland, they and most of
the Bechuana clans had the instinct for
eating human flesh in their nature.
Even the more civilised Batlapin of
Kuruman and Litaku ate portions of
the bodies of men slain in battle.”

Na aanleiding van dié beskrywing
en ander blanke besoekers aan die
binneland, het daar destyds ‘n siening
ontstaan dat die bloeddorstige
“Mantatisi” dalk ‘n groep kannibale
was wat van sentraal-Afrika na die
suide verhuis het. Dit strook natuurlik
met die stereotipering van die “donker”
mense van die “Kongo”, wat eers hul
gevangene lekker vet voer voordat die
braaivleisvure gestook word.

WIE IS DIE KANNIBALE dan? Volgens dr
William Arens, antropoloog en skrywer
van Tke Man-eating Myth (Oxford
University, 1979), is dit die ou in die
volgende vallei (indien jy ‘n lid is van
‘n geisoleerde, pre-geletterde
gemeenskap); in ‘n “gevorderde”
samelewing sien jy die kannibaal in
enkele “onontdekte”
gemeenskappe of lande wat nog nie
die salwende impak van die Westerse
beskawing gesmaak het nie.
(Columbus het die woord “kannibalis”
afgelei van die naam Karib, soos hy
die mense van die Karibiese Eilande
genoem het.) In die verre verlede van
ander “bekeerde” lande is
kannibalisme geleidelik deur die
beskawende invloed van die Westerse
sendelinge uitgefaseer.

van die menswreler
miciweesdatmensewelin dieverledeandermensegedethet?Iskannibalisme
f“ander mensg” as “primitief” of “onmenslik” voor g

s S
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‘N 19E EEUSE AFBEELDING YAN ‘N
SLAGHUIS IN DONKER AFRIKA... DIE
SOORT PROPAGANDA HET DIE
MENSVYRETERMITE TOT WERKLIKHEID
VERHEF.

Kannibalisme is vandag nog van
die eerste verklarende opsies wat
gebruik word wanneer argeloé
menslike beendere vind wat nie in ‘n
duidelik herkenbare graf gelé is nie.
Soms berus dié wan-verduideliking
slegs op ‘n dogmatiese geloof in die
onbetwisbaarheid van die gebruik,
ander kere word die ooreenkomste
van mensgemaakte merke op bene
van diere en die merke op menslike

bene as bewys van ‘n maaltyd

aangebied.

William Arens kon in sy navorsing
geen volkekundige bewyse vind vir
die bestaan van kannibalisme nie. Hy
wys daarop dat die geloofwaardigheid
van mensvretery in die slag bly sodra
die bewering van bloeddorstigheid te
na aan die kulturele identiteit van ‘n
gemeenskap beweeg.

$6 is die Romeinse beskuldiging
dat Christene menslike bloed in sekere
seremonies gebruik het eeue later
gevolg deur dieselfde aanklag teen
die Jode. Vandag weet ons dat dié
beweringe geen feitelike grondslag
het nie. Nogtans word die bestaan van
mensvreters in pre-koloniale Afrika,
Polinisié, Nieu-Guinee en onder die
Indiane vandie Amerikas asfeit aanvaar
- wat volgens Arens ‘n (nie te subtiele)
vorm van rassisme is nie,

ARENS SKENK OOK aandag aan die
Asteke. Hy wys daarop dat die enigste
regstreekse bron oor Asteekse
gebruike die verslae te velde van Cortés
en ‘n aantal van sy conquistadore-
kamerade is. In dié berigte is
vermelding van mensvretery slegs as
‘n interessante ter syde aangebied.

In een van dié verslae word gesé
dat die Asteke self vermoed het dat die
Spanjaarde mense eet, meer daar word
nie verder uitgebrei nie. Eenvan Cortés
se bevelvoerders het later berig dat hy
‘n Asteekse gevegsgroep raakgeloop
het wat mielies en gebraaide babas as
rantsoene gehad het. Hoewel daar
nérens ‘nooggetuie-verslag of werklike
beskrywing van kannibalisme is nie,
moes Cortés nietemin bewus gewees
het vandie impak van dié grusaamhede
wat hy aan die heersers van Spanje
beskryf het.

Dekades leter het twee Spaanse
priesters Cortés se militére propaganda
in geskiedenis omgeskep. Die stukkie
geskiedskrywing - gegrond op
gesprekke en belydenisse - het getuig
van diepgewortelde afgodediens,
sodomie en mensvretery, veral onder
die Asteekse priesters. Nietemin het
sommige van die ouer informante vertel
hoe die ‘mense, vasgevang in
hongersnood as gevolg van die
Spaanse beleg, akkedisse, saad, strooi
en diervelle verorber het. Vreemde
gedrag . vir kannibale, nie? Dié
priesterlike rekonstruksie van die
Asteekse kultuur word vandag nog as
geloofwaardige bron geraadpleeg.

Vordering in argeologiese tegnicke
hetverder bygedra tot die verheldering
van hardnekkige mites. In Australié
het Michael Pickering bewys dat die
begrafnisrituele van die Aborigines
dieselfde merke op die bene van mense
laat as wat in die verlede en in ander
argeologiese gebiede as bewys vir
kannibalisme aangevoer sou word.
Die oer-Australiérs het die liggaam
van ‘n gestorwene in die oopte gelaat
sodat ‘n mate van ontbinding kon
plaasvind. Daarna is die vleis met
instrumente verwyder en die bene
gebreek en begrawe. Soms is die bene
vanverskeie individue saam begrawe.
Die beenmurg is vooraf verwyder, nie
om te eet nie, maar as deel van die
bederfbare reste van die dooie, om
saam met die oorblywende vleis
weggegooi te word.

Kannibalisme sal ‘n argeologiese
en volkekundige strydvraag bly. Die
enigste werklike bewys sou die
ontdekking van menslike reste in ‘'n
versteende maag of fekalieé wees. Die
kanse dat dit sal gebeur is egter baie
skraal. Tot dan sal die eetgewoontes
van jou voorouers jou eie raaiskoot
moet bly.



Koallsie veg vir duim

Die mense van die Siwermyn-vallel op die Kaapse Skierelland
Wil hul skuiwende duin van ontwikkeling red. Kry hulle dit nie
req nie, spoel Vishoek dalk weg, SKryf MICHELLE SEFFER

DAAR bly dalk min van die Kaapse
Skiereiland se natuurlike omgewing
oor as ontwikkelaars hul sin kry. Die
jongste bedreiging raak ‘n gedeelte
van die Silwermyn-vallei, wat strek
van die Silwermyn Natuurreservaat tot
by Vishoek. Die teiken van
ontwikkeling is ‘n aansienlike deel
vandie skiereiland se laaste skuiwende
duinformasie en die laaste
oorblywende rivierstelsel wat betreklik
onaangeraak van die bron na die see
vioei,

Met die ervaring dat plaaslike
owerhede toegee aan aggressiewe
ontwikkelaars, het plaaslike bewa-
ringsgroepe en inwoners ‘n koalisie
gevorm, die Silwermyn-vallei Koalisie,
om onbeperkte ontwikkeling in
ckologies sensitiewe gebiede te beveg.
Dié breé koalisie betrek 13 organisasies
- van die Natuurlewe Vereniging en
die Red Chapmanspiek Aksiegroep tot
plaaslike belastingbetalersorganisasies.

Die stryd gaan oor ‘n stuk grond

wat sedert 1947 besit word deur die
Fish Hoek Land and Estate Company,
‘n beslote korporasie. Dit bestaan uit
drie standplase - een wat onlangs
ontwikkel is as ‘n digte behui-
singsgebied, een wat skoongemaak is
vir behuising en die omstrede Sone C.

Die koalisie wys uit dat die
ontwikkelaars vergrootte regte en
bykomende grond toegestaan is op
die ander twee standplase.

“Destyds het ons gedink hulle kry
vergrootte regte in Sone A en B in ruil
daarvoor dat Sone C nie ontwikkel
word nie,” sé die koalisielid en
stadsbeplanner Kim Kruyshaar. “Die
vraag wat gevra behoort te word, is:
Wat kry die gemeenskap in ruil vir die
uitgebreide regte wat in 1986 aan
hulle toegstaan is?”

DIE EIENAARS sé hulle wil net 47 persent
van die standplaas ontwikkel. Die
boonste deel van die duin sal nie
ontwikkel word nie en ook nie die

Die Silwermyn-vallei wat nou deur
ontwikkelaars bedreig word.

(Foto: Michelle Seffer)

gebied wat aan die rivier front nie.

Dis nie goed genoeg nie, sé die
koalisie. Sone C kan nie beskou word
as ‘n afsonderlike gebied met
kunsmatige grense nie. Dit vorm deel
van ‘n hele ekostelsel wat die gevaar
loop om onherstelbaar beskadig te
word.

“Die duinformasie dien as ‘n groot
sponswat afloopwater tydens ‘n swaar
reénval absorbeer,” sé Andy Gubb
van die Natuurlewe Vereniging. “Dit
het ‘n belangrike funksie: dit stel die
water stadig vry oor ‘n tydperk van
verskeie maande.”

Vishoek loop reeds deur onder
gereelde oorstromings tydens die
gewone winterreénvaltyd. Winkeleie-
naars wat hul voorraad verloor, skryf
vrugtelose briewe van wanhoop aan
die plaaslike koerant. Inwoners vertel
mekaar staaltjies oor katte wat op
anticke tafels in die gang afgedryf
kom.

Die bedekking van die duine-

- omgewing

"spons” met ‘n digte oppervlak kan die
situasie net verder vererger, sé die
koalisie, om nie eens te praat van die
besoedelde water wat sal afloop na
opvangsgebiede soos die Silwer-
mynrivier nie.

DIS NIE waar nie, s€ Peter Storey van
Mitchell, Du Plessis en Vennote, wat
deur die eienaars gekontrakteer is om
‘nomgewingsimpakstudie te doen - ‘'n
wetlike vereiste in gebiede wat
ekologies sensitief is en toegewys is
aan ontwikkeling. Storey sé die
kundiges wat in hul verslag gebruik is,
het dié moontlikhede deeglik
bestudeer.

Op ‘n openbare vergadering wat
deur die koalisie gehou is, is egter
uitgewys dat Mitchell, Du Plessis en
Vennote se omgewingsimpakstudie
gebreke het. Volgens die Omge-
wingsevaluering-Eenheid van die
Universiteit van Kaapstad, wat dié
verslag in opdrag van die koalisie
nagegaan het, voldoen dit nie aan die
vereistes van ‘n omgewings-
impakstudie nie en “kan dit as sodanig,
nie erken word as ‘n voldoende
hulpmiddel vir besluitneming nie”.

Waarom het die Vishoek Muni-
sipaliteit ingestem tot die hersonering
van ‘n natuurgebied? Volgens raadslid
Pat Landon, wat die koalisie se
vergadering toegespreek het, het die
ontwikkelaars ‘n vergoeding van R7
miljoen geéis indien die ontwikkeling

- nie toegelaat word nie, en die

munisipaliteit kon dit nie bekostig nie.

SEAN RYAN van die ontwikkelings-
maatskappy wou nie kommentaar
lewer op dié bewering nie. Kim
Kruyshaar sé egter die ontwikkelaar
het dit op ‘n openbare vergadering
verlede jaar duidelik gestel het dat sy
regsadviseurs hom gesé het hy het
gronde vir sodanige vergoeding.

Niemand wat die koalisie genader
het, stem blykbaar hiermee saam nie:
nbg die Streekdiensteraad, nog senior
amptenare in die Departement van die
Omgewing, nog die koalisie se cie
regsadviseur.

Hulle regsadviseur meen die
Vishoek Munisipaliteit het die
toestemming tot hersonering verkeerd
toegestaan deur nie ag te slaan op die
bepalings van die Gidsplan soos
geadministreer deur die Streek-
diensteraad nie.

Paul Grey sé droogweg die mense
wat bekommerd is oor die omgewing
is dikwels beter ingelig as die
owerhede. “As die betrokke mense
die riglyne korrek gevolg het, het ons
nie nou met die paniek-situasie gesit
nie,” sé hy.

“Groen gordels en toegangsroetes
tot die omgewing is lewensbelangrik,”
sé Grey. “As ons dit nie uit die
staanspoor erken nie, dan is ons
verlore.”

(Michelle Seffer is 'n vryskutjoernalis van
Kaapstad
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pearlie op die langpad

Ben Dekker... “Ek hoef nie my kop

in ‘n sementmenger te druk om te

e

ek aan

noq 190 aar oud wor

- (nthou y Diewilatemmer of Gaitisubibin Die viaktes duskant Hebron, of die bebaarde reus
8 viat op 'n tydl as onafhanike kandidaat teen die destyase leiervan die Verenigde Party;sir De

 Villiers Graat vir e Volksraad gestaan het en sy toesprake vanat n kruiwagelewer het? Dan
onthou jy vir Ben Dekker, Groot Ben Dekker S00s almal hom ken. PEARLIE JOUBERT het n e
"lewende legende vasgeloop op Second Beach naby Port St Jofing in Transke

BEHOU DIE SPRANKEL IN JOU VERHOUDING

VIND JOU LIEFLING STER

Maak seker van onseker afsprake! Met Gay-Astro-Match, is jou
sielsgenoot dalk net 'n oproep ver. Ervaar die vertroue en
veiligheid van volmaakte karakteraanpasbaarheid. Die
tydbeproefde kunde van die Astrologie (nie net jou sontekens
nie) is die beste manier om aanpasbaarheid te verseker.
Gay-Astro-Match bied jou 'n lys van gepaste nuwe maats asook
n gratis 40-50 bladsy gedrukte studie van jou persoonlike
geboortekaart wat al jou astrologiese data bevat.

MANS Skakel 087-30-00-810
DAMES Skakel 087-30-00-81 1

Al is julle verhouding langdurig of pas aangeknoop, sal ons
spesiale Astrologiese Aanpasbaarheidlyn julle 'n diepgaande 20-
ladsy gedrukte analise van die verhouding gee, wat kosbare
insig bied in die geheimenisse van liefde en vriendskap.
MINNAARS Skakel 087-30-00-809
VRIENDE EN KOLLEGA'’S Skakel 087-30-00-815
ONTDEK JOU EIE MENSWEES i=

Verseker dat jy altyd op die regte oomblik op die regte plek is. =~ &
Met behulp van die omvattende 40-50 bladsy uitleg wat jy gaan
kry, sal jy buitengewone insig kry in dit wat jy ervaar en wat die
toekoms vir jou injou in die maande wat voorlé. Skakel nouen
kry beheer oor jou lewe!

087-30-00-814
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weet hoe dit voel nie.”

(Foto: Pearlie Joubert)

BEN DEKKER lewe nog. So tussen die
heuwels en die see op Second Beach
naby Port St Johns. En hy maak nog so
elke dan en wan ‘n beeld of skildery.
Of hy skryf ‘n boek of kortverhaal, of
hy vertaal Dylan Thomas se gedigte.
En as hy nie een van dié dinge doen
nie, vang hy vis, drink bier - so ‘n quart
Lion op ‘n slag - of hy hang net rond
en kuier rond, eet omelette by die
Vuyani-winkel en rook sy
mieliestronkpyp. Hy het onlangs eers
‘n Transkeise burger geword en dié
dag dat ek hom soek, dit was ‘n
Woensdag, sé sy buurvrou hy’t gaan
stap maar “hy sal beslis Saterdag al
terug wees”.

Laatmiddag, met die son en wind
oor die see, kom hy aan. Met ‘n hoed
oor sy o€, ‘n strik vol blomme in sy
hare en ‘n knopkierie in sy hand,
Wellington-boots sonder sokkies en
vuilerige swart jeans met ‘n laag-
oopgeknoopte hemp...

Ben woon reeds elf jaar lank op
Second Beach. Hy weet waar die
luiperd in die bosse agter die heuwels
1 en dat Sunlight Liquid en bruinsuiker
wonde genees. Hy hoor wanneer die
gety draai, waar om mossels, kreef en
oesters te vind. Hy weet watter plante
is goed vir ‘nverstopte maag en watter
blomme ‘n mens moet pluk vir
suikersiekte.

Hy is vroeér vanjaar amper ‘ndag in
die tronk aangehou omdat hy ‘n paar
Christene met sy knopkierie bygedam
het en sé dat hy nooit na mense
verlang nie omdat dit inbreuk maak
op hul vryheid.

Ben is 51 jaar oud en steeds

ongetroud omdat hy nie sy “kop in ‘n
sementmenger hoef te druk om te
weet hoe dit voel nie”. Hy staan pa vir
agt kinders, maar nie een is sy eie nie.

Hy't al in 22 rolprente gespeel en as
die een of ander filmmaker hom weer
gaan gebruik, wil hy die geld gebruik
om in Suid-Amerika te reis. Ben het
ook onlangs vir hom ‘n ander huis
begin bou - dié keer waar ‘n mens niks
anders as die see, die rotse en brand-
ers, dolfyne en seemeeue van die huis
af kan sien nie. Die voetpad na sy
nuwe huis het hy self uitgekap en hy't
deur die branders geswem met die
enorme houtbalke en dit teen die
skuinstes uitgesleep om sy huismee te
bou.

Een vandie eerste dinge wat Ben by
sy nuwe huis gedoen het, was om ‘n
toilet tussen die bome neer te sit. ‘n
Toeris het egter ‘n paar weke later die
toilet met ‘ngrootklip stukkend gegooi.

Ben toon begrip vir dié vandalisme:
“Ek verstaan nou hoekom daai outjie
dit gedoen het. Hy sit elke dag in so 'n
klein toilet. Nou hoekom moet hy in
Johannesburg in so ‘n klein cubicle sit
en kak? En watter reg het ek, wat nie
werk nie, wat nie te veel bydra tot die
welsynvan die staat nie, nie belastings
betaal ensoaan... watter reghet ek om
op ‘n toilet te sit met ‘n uitsig oor die
see met my geliefkoosde kreef-
duikplek, die tweede beste oester-
bedding in die Transkei en die derde
beste swart mossels?

“Hy’t natuurlik gedink: Fok jou, jy
het nie reg daartoe nie. Toe gooi hy
daai klip op my toilet.”

Die huis waarin hy die afgelope elf



jaar woon, het hy ook self gebou. Dit
het drie vertrekke: ‘n kombuisie met ‘n
groot venster en klein agterdeurtjie, ‘n
plastiekkom vir ‘n wasbak, ‘n sitkamer
met ‘n kaggel, ‘n bed, skulpe en
stukkies koraal in die vensterbanke,
skilderye van Hardy Botha en Braam
Kruger teen die mure, poskaarte, ‘n
paar van sy eie beelde inyster, klei en
hout. Ou deurgeloopte matte, ‘n groot
hank voor die kaggel, ‘n tafel vir sy
negentien voertsek tikmasjien en ou
beduimelde boeke. En dan ‘n
slaapkamer met ‘nbed voor die venster
wat winter en somer oop staan, Op die
stoep 1é hope gereedskap rond, stukke
hout, klippe, plante, bossies, kruie en
ander goedjies wat oor jare en jare
versamel is. En sy toilet is toegegroei
deur plante en mos.

BEN HET IN OOS-LONDEN in ‘n Hollandse
huis grootgeword. Sy tweede taal was
Xhosa en hy het in Port St Johns kom
woon nadat hy “die 50 ander mooi
plekke in die wéreld gaan bekyk het
vir huisbou.

“Daar is maar net sowat 50 ander
plekke oor wat nie oorbevolk,
oorbesoedel of oorontgin is nie. Port
St Johns was my keuse - die plek is ook
nog naby my pa wat op sterwens dood
is op 83-jarige ouderdom, maar nog
sewentig jare gaan lewe (hy weet dit
nog nie) - dit is hoekom ek hier kom
bly het.”

Ben praat van baie mooi plekke:
Nossi Bé in die Malgassiese Republiek,
Monki-baai (wat beteken “die eiland
met die groot verskeidenheid visse”)
langs die Malawimeer, die Naiwhisaa-
meer in Tanzanié...

Ben het in Grahamstad en aan die
Universiteit van Kaapstad, waar hy ‘n
meestersgraad behaal het, gestudeer.
Selfs op universiteit kon hy nie in die
aanpas nie en het vir ‘n jaar
lank buite geslaap. “Ek kon nie by die
neonligte lees nie. Toe bly ek maar
buite. En sommer omdat dit lekkerder
ook was.”

Sy eerste film waarin Ben gespeel
het, was Die wildtemmervan Elmo de
Witt. Hy het daarin beland nadat drie
ander akteurs nie kon doen wat hulle
moes nie. “Een outjie het ‘n hartaanval
gekry, die ander ou het ‘n bosbok se
horings deur sy arm gekry en die
derde outjie het sy enkel gebreek toe
hy op ‘n perd probeer klim. Toe vra
hulle maar vir my.”

Dink hy hy’s ‘n goeie akteur? “Nee,
¢k dink nie so nie, want ek het nie
genoeg komplekse nie. Om jouself te
kan oordeel as goed, middelmatig of
kak, moet ‘n mens voor die movie of
TV sit en dit moenie wees omdat dit
nou ‘n ander jy daar op die verhoog,
TV of skerm is nie. Ek is nie ‘n
skisofreen nie, ek sit en kyk eerder vir
die mooi meisiekind hier langs my.”

Hy sé hy het nog nie een van die
films of TV-reekse waarin hy gespeel
het, volledig gesien nie.

]:(hhui.\v

HY HOU NIE BAIE daarvan om oor die
verlede te praat of te dink nie. N6 is
belangriker omdat dit nuut is. “Hoor jy
die M’hleka-mabafasi-voéltjie? Die
naam beteken “die geklets van vroue”

- hoor dit klink net soos ‘n klomp
vroumense.”

Hy tik alles wat hy skryf (sowat 12
novelles waarvan ‘nog net vier
gepubliseer is) met vyf vingers op ‘n
stokou tikmasjien. “Iets moet links 1é
as mens tik - ek tik daarom net met ‘n
paar vingers. Die ander gebruik ek as
uitveérs.”

Ben wil ook nooit ‘n telefoon hé
nie. “Soos ek ook nie ‘n blikkeel, ‘n
maagoorplanting of ‘n computerbrein
wil hé nie. Vir wat?

“Maar ek kyk so hier na die
koejawelbome wat mos nooit vrek

pearlie op die langpad

En hy is lief vir vroue maar hy praat
vanvroumense. “Mense is eers mense,
dan is hulle mans of vroue... en ek kan
nie onthou vir hoeveel ek al lief was
nie. Ek het net tien vingers. Ek dra nie
‘n horlosie nie en my geheue strek
terug tot gisteraand - en dit is ook maar
vaag.

“Ek wou nog nooit met een vrou
trou nie omdat ek nie saam met een
wil rou nie. Ek hou nie daarvan om my
idees op ander mense te imponeer nie
en hulle moet dit ook nie met my doen
nie. Ek wil ook nie my persoonlikheid
op enige vrou imponeer nie. Die

“Maar as ek die dag doodgaan, moet dit Soos
my geboorte wees - n lekker surprise.

Ons gaan aimal dood - S0 why worry?

And death shall have no dominion.”

nie. ‘n Mens kan doen wat jy wil - selfs
daardie boom,” en hy wys langs die
rivier af, “wat middeldeur gespleet is,
vrek nie en ek sien die akkedisse wat
in en uit loop uit die spleet.”

Daagliks keer mense Ben voor en
stel hulself voor en vra of hy die man
is wat in die een of ander fliek of TV-
reeks gespeel het. Dan lag hy so half
ensé ja. Endan sé hulle almal dat hulle
in Port St Johns gaan kom woon. Dan
lag hy weer so half. “Hier kom baie
mense - veral Transvalers - en dan vat
dit so ‘n week voordat hulle ge-
dekafferneer, soos dekaffirnated, is
en mens word. Dit het al gebeur met
‘n paar AWB-outjies wat ook hier was.
En dan bid hulle vir al die plaaslike
mense en wil hier kom bly en grond
koop en hul besighede oopmaak en
hul kak hier kom aanvang... Gelukkig
kry min van hulle al hul goed bymekaar
om so ver te kom en hierheen te trek,”
lag hy.

Ben praat sag en stadig. So half
tydloos. “Ek gaan nog 150 jaar oud
word. Mens gaan mos dood wanneer
jy wil. En ek wil nie doodgaan nie. Vir
wat?

“Maar as ek die dag doodgaan,
moet dit soos my geboorte wees - ‘n
lekker surprise. Ons gaan almal dood
- so why worry? And death shall have
no dominion.”

HY Sé HY'T AL BAIE foute gemaak. “Ek
maak hulle elke dag. Ek staan op en
stamp my toon. Dit is die foute wat ek
maak. Die ander goed onthou ek nie
meer nie. Maar ek weet ek maak hulle.
Ek sé maklik ekskuus. Dit beteken
mos dat ek baie foute maak? Ditis OK.
Die dag as ek ophou foute maak, kan
ek maar doodgaan.”

Hywoonalleen, maar sé dathy nog
nooit eensaam was nie. Hy sé hy
verander baie en dat die een dag altyd
anders as die volgende is.

“Verlede jaar dié tyd het ek twee
paar skoene gehad - nou het ek net ‘n
paar Wellingtons.”

huwelik verwag dit van my om my
persoonlikheid op haar te imponeer.
Ek is te lief vir die teenoorgestelde
geslag om so ‘n imposisie te maak. Te
lief vir mense.”

BEN Sé HY kyk nooit terug nie, wil niks
oorhé nie enis spyt oor niks nie. “Alles
het ‘ntyd gehad toe dit reg of verkeerd

was om dit te doen. Nee dankie, ek wil
niks oorh€ nie. Daar is genoeg nuwe
dinge wat gebeur. Op dié dag in dié
jaar is die skaduwees op die gras voor
my uniek. Want volgende jaar gaan
die gras anders wees. Die sonlig gaan
anders wees omdat julle in Johannes-
burg die son besoedel met julle com-
puters en high tech... en hopelik gaan
ek ook so bietjie anders wees.

“Vir dae lank gebeur niks nie. Dan
skielik is daar ‘n Phillip Lazarus op die
heuwels op ‘n plaas hier buite en dan
raak ek betrokke. En dan is daar iets
wat ek doen.”

(Lazarus was die sogenaamde Chris-
tenwat Ben met sy knopkierie geslaan
het nadat ‘n jong meisie van Lazarus
weggehardloop het. Die meisie is,
soos van die ander vroue wat Lazarus
se volgelinge was, na bewering deur
hom aangerand.)

Ben se wanderlust is so oud soos
hy. Toe hy ses was, het weggeloop
van die huis af en hy het nog nie
opgehou stap nie. “Ek het hiernatoe
gekom toe ek ses was om weg te loop
van die wéreld, vol romantiese idees
van seerower word op die Sewe
Oseane, fame and fortune. Ek het
geryloop hierheen. Dit was in 1946. Ek
was sewe dae van die huis af weg en
vyf dae hier. My pa en ma het nie na
my gesoek nie. Eerstoe ek veertig jaar
oud was, het ek met my pa oor dié¢
weglopery gepraat. Hy het toe gesé
almal loop weg, toe gee hy my so ‘n
lang kyk en sé&: ‘Maar net een keer’.”

WEN MET
DIE ANC

Bel die "Wen met die ANC" kompetisie en jy kan 'n

fantastiese prys wen. Boonop sal die opbrengs van jou
oproep meehelp in die stryd om demokrasie. '

Wen een van

150 T-HEMDE,
PERSOONLIK GETEKEN DEUR DIE ANC LEIERSKAP. I

'n Verdere 850 ANC T-HEMDE moet ook gewen word!
Om te kwalifiseer as ‘'n wenner, bel net die nommer
hieronder, en los jou naam en adres en jou eie
boodskap van solidariteit. Alle wenners se name sal in
die ANC se maandelikse tydskrif, MAYIBUYE, gepubliseer

087430100709,

q'oepekosﬁﬁ.‘)?pemrm
Gemiddelde duur van oproep is 2,5 minute.

PHONE MEDIA 402-1580

wat tydens 'n spesiale middagete
STEVE TSHWETE oorhandig sal word. ‘
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Clive van den Berg: First days in Johannesburg Il

ol .\ . exquisite corpse

With sponsorships in the visual arts in a possibly terminal atrophy - compounded in

equal measures by crass and often self-seeking mismanagement on one hand and
corporate disinterest on the other - the Vita At Now competition just continues to grow,
to adapt and to reinforce its basic credibility as an art showcase. Latterly under the
sponsorship of IGI Life - after the withdrawal earlier this year of the AA Life Group - the

new exhibition has all the strengths and all the weaknesses of previous Vita shows.
On one hand, chosen as it by a kind of critical consensus from what s actually up and

running in the greater Johannesburg Galleries, it provides a pretty good cross sectional
view of art making in South Africa. On the other, because it focuses primarily on work
: that has actually come to exhibition, it fails to register artistic undercurrents, and that

Ry » — 5 which is still busy coming into being.

Nogotiation : - : :
Merit award: Debbie Bell: Listening for the Storm  But what the hell, its still there and its still providing incentives and rewards...




international

the view on south afica fom faipei

* During the time ofintemational isolation because of aparheid, South Afica forged strong trading ties with

¥’

another outces, Tanwan. Butdid the parners reallybecome friends? MICHE

OF the 29 countries that recognize
Taiwan, only South Africa and South
Korea carry some weight. It is widely

anticipated that South Korea will soon -
establish official ties with Beijing - a
“development feared by Taiwanese

authorities, who are also concerned
about the long-term viability of their
official relationship with South Africa.

. During his trip to Taipei last No- -

vember, President FW de Klerk pub-
licly assured the local authorities that
South Africa would not switch rela-

- tions from Taipet to Bejjing while he

had “any influence in the decision-
making process”. Foreign Minister Pik
Botha reiterated this promise during a
visit in March this year.

Despite these soothing words, the
perception remains that South Africa’s
greatly improved intemational posi-

tionwill have diplomitic consequences

for Taipei. Evidence of this is seen in
the exhange of “research offices” be-
tween South Africa and mainland China
this February. The South African gov-
ernment also defends its expanding
trade ties with the Chinese mainland
by noting that Taiwan itself is doing
$0.

All considered though, modifying
South Africa’s anachronistic historical
position on China does indeed seem
inevitable for a new South African
government, -

ACURSORY LOOK at South African press
coverage of Taiwan suggests a prevail-
ing negative perception of Taiwan.
One is tempted to wonder how the
people of Taiwan regard South Africa.

Living in Taiwan and learning to
communicate rudimentarily in the of-
ficial dialect, Mandarin, provided an
opportunity for this Capetonian to
sample prevailing perceptions of South
Africa.

The local media has most folks
aware that South Africa and Taiwan -
or the Republic of China as Taipei likes
to be called - have official diplomatic
relations. The average person would
immediately acknowledge my nation-
ality with an “Aaaah, South Africa!
Very good friend of Taiwan!”

In almost the same breath as the
acknowledgement of official friend-
ship, local people speak admiringly of
South Africa’s natural heritage. The
South African Tourism Board (SATB)
and South African Airways have defi-
nitely done a marketing number on
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the people of Taiwan. Local environ-
mental degradation has unquestion-
ably also inspired awe of South Afri-
ca's physical beauty and abundant

- wildlife.

(South Africans of course perceive
people from Taiwan as highly disre-
spectful of its environment. They ap-
pear to perpetually violate it, whether
as drift net fishers or as cynical cullers
of baby seals for their purported
aphrodisiacal properties. But at least
Taiwan people do not have double
standards. The egregious environmen-
tal crimes committed in others’
backyards have long been perpetrated
at home,)

TAIWAN RESIDENTS have visited South
Africa in droves. The SATB records 20
000 visitors from Taiwan to South
Africa in 1991, with a 30 percent in-
crease expected for 1992. (Taiwan’s
population is a mere 20 million.) Most
of the travellers to South Africa - 60
percent - were tourists on package
tours while the other 40 percent were
immigrants in small or medium-sized
industries.

InTaipei, one encounters with regu-
larity people who have travelled to
South Africa. The owner of a seem-
ingly very humble general dealerwhere
I used to buy my daily newspaper
disclosed in passing one day that she
had twice visited South Africa. She
planned to go again.

Atravel agent from whom we bought
some air tickets revealed that a major
complaint of Taiwan tourists to South
Africa is that “the night life is boring”
and there is “nothing to do after din-
ner”. Compared to the nightly frenzy
of Taipei streets and the range of
available recreation forms, the sleepy
pace of South African dorpe and
tourist hotels must indeed be dull and
disappointing.

On another occasion, a cab driver
announced that his family had a busi-
ness venture in the Ciskei. Displaying
little sensitivity toward different cul-
tural practices, he remarked that the
people living in the area of this factory
were so poor that “they could not
afford to eat with chopsticks; they ate
with their hands”.

THE HUSBAND of a friend’s secretary
spoke proudly of a recent visit to
Pretoria and how he had been wined
and dined by various minsitries in

their search for investors in Kwa-
Ndebele. :

South Africa does indeed work hard
to attract Taiwan foreign investment.
Taiwan authorities in South Africa dis-
closed in June 1991 that 250 factories
employing 40 000 South African work-
ers had already been set up by Taiwan
investors.

Yet it is in trade that relations be-

tween Pretoria and Taipei are particu-
larly strong and deepening. Bilateral
trade expanded to 1,7 billion dollars in
1991. ,
Considering the severe restrictions
facing South African agricultural prod-
ucts, it is rather ironic - or maddening,
if one is a South African agricultural
exporter - that agricultureal goods are
the most visible of South Africa’s ex-
portstothe average Taiwan consumer.

For example, Ceres fruit juices domi-
nate the high end of the pure fruit
juices market and are widely available
in bakeries and supermarkets. Its clos-
est rival is a Hungarian brand.
Appletizer is presently working to es-
tablish a niche in carbonated fruit
juices. In the heady days of sanctions,
Koo canned peaches with bright la-
bels in Mandarin were proudly dis-
played in local markets, Other South
African products such as Liquifruit and
Provita are no longer readily avaliable.

Interestingly, the South African pres-
ence at this years’s food show at the
Taipei World Trade Centre was mark-
edly low-key in contrast to previous
years. Now that South Africa’s pros-
pects have brightened in other mar-
kets, the Taiwan market is clearly
being worked less. Apparently, the
South African Foreign Trade Associa-
tionis directing its energies elsewhere.

Awell-advertised South African food
festival also takes place anually at one
of the luxury hotels in Taipei. Chefs,
traditional dancers and musicians are
flown out from South Africa for the
occasion.

YET CULTURAL connections remain
weak. The South African film The Gods
Must Be Crazy and its sequel were
wildly popular here. But this would be
the sum of exposure to South African
culture.

Certainly, there is general aware-

. ness of South Africa’s racial problems,

Casual commentary would typically
refer to perceived deep hatred be-
tween black and white South Africans.

LINE TUSENIUS reports from Taipe

The violence of South African society
would invariably akso be noted in
such situations. Yet with hindsight,
opinions - or questions for that matter
- on the topic of race in South Africa
were usually only presented when
there was great familiarity.

The generally upbeat impressions

- of South Africa are in stark contrast to

the commonly negative views that
South Africans have of Taiwan. A
future South African government
switching diplomatic recognition to
Beijing will be deeply humiliating for
Taipei and will deal the warm regard
for South Africa a severe blow,

(A former resident of Taipei, Micheline
Tusenius is a South African who will soon
be moving to Beijing.)

Taiwan, ‘n eiland van 13 885 vierkante
myl naby die suidwestelike kus van
China, het 'n bevolking van ‘n raps oor
die 20 miljoen. Die hoofstad, Taipsi,
huisves 2 575 000 mense. Die 'n

eenparty-regering is die laaste paar
jaar onder groot druk is om ‘n
demokrasie te vestig.

Taiwan het in 1949 weggebreek van
China, toe dié 'n kommunistiese staat
geword het. Sowsl Taipei as Beijing
beskou Taiwan as ‘n integrerende desl
van China, maar Taipei het tot dusver
Beijing se pogings tot hereniging onder
kommunistiese beheer weerstaan. Die
Amerikaanse regering het op 1
Januarie 1979 diplomatieke bande met

- Taiwan verbreek, nadat dit op 15

Desember 1978 Die Republiek van
China (Rooi China) erken het. Van
1949 tot 1987 was Taiwan onder
krygswet.



BOSNIe HERZEGOVINA - 'n Skerpskutter, kodenaam “Arrow”, laai haar geweer in 'n velhge wegkrunpplek in Sarajevo. Die 20-Jarige Serbiér wat lid
is van Bosniese magte, word as een van dié weermag se beste twee skerpskutters beskou. Sy sé sy weet nie hoeveel mense sy al doodgesklet het
nie. Die gewese joernalis behoort aan ‘n groep van vier mense wat n losprys van 500 000 Duitse mark op hul koppe het - die enigste vereiste is dat
hulle dood moet wees. (Foto: AP)

die aarde Skud die wefenskap

Dig geoloe is heeltemal onkant betrap deur Sondag se aardbewing in Kaliforie,

Skryf CHRISTOPHER HINES

YUCCA-VALLEI, Kalifornié - Die
ontdekking vandeesweek deur geoloé
dat die kragtige aardbewing wat Suid-
Kaliforni¢ Sondag getref het - en ‘n
kind gedood en meer as 350 mense
beseer het - veroorsaak is deur ‘n klein
en voorheen onaktiewe breuk in die
aardkors, die Emerson-breuk, hettalle
vrae laat ontstaan oor die moontlikheid
van toekomstige aardbewings in dié
staat,

Groot onsekerheid bestaan nog oor
die Groot Skudding wat een of ander
tyd gaan toeslaan op die gebied langs
die San Andreas-breuk, wat deur San
Francisco sny.

“Ek dink nie enigeen van ons hier
het gedink ‘n aardbewing van 7,4 op
die Richterskaal is moontlik hier in die
Mojave-woestyn nie,” sé& Arthur
Sylvester, professor in geologie aan
die Universiteit van Kalifornié in Santa
Barbara.

“Ons het nou ‘n paar bekommermsse :

wat ons nie tevore gehad het nie,” sé
die wetenskaplike, wat saam met
kollegas honderde kilometer
klipwoestyn ondersoek en die breuk
se bewegings met infrarooi toestelle
gemeet het.

Die Emerson-breuk is sowat 70 km

lank en strek na die noordweste, par- |

. Alel met verskeie ander breuke wat
" ewe groot is. Dit het die aardbewing
voor sonop by Landers veroorsaak,

maar nie die tweede skudding
(Richterskaal: 6) wat Big Bear Town,
sowat 50 km weswaaris, getref het nie,

Geoloé het voorheen gemeen die
Emerson-breuk is onaktief, sé Roger
Bilham, ‘n Britse geoloog wat klasgee
aan die Universiteit van Colorado. “Dit
wys jou jy kan ‘n 7,4-aardbewing kry
van ‘n breuk wat nie eens op jou
gevaarlys is nie.”

Bilham het Maandag vasgestel dat
die Emerson-breuk se wande steeds
skuif in ‘n tempo van 6,2 cm per dag.

“Dis verskriklik,” sé hy.

‘N MAGTIGE ENERGIE is in die breuk
opgesluit en het Maandag nog
duisende ni-skuddings veroorsaak,
sommige tot 5,4 op die Richterskaal.
Enkele brande en strukturele skade
aan geboue is aangemeld nd dié
skuddmgs maar niemand is beseer
nie.

Draadh'einings en paaie oor die
breuk het stukkend geskeur en van

" 3,5 tot 6 meter verskuif. Sulke

verskuiwings het nog nie in Kalifornié
voorgekom sedert die verwoestende
San Francisco—aardbewing van 1906
nie, sé geoloé.

Op een plek het die breuk
oopgeskeur onder ‘n kragmas wat ‘n
280 000 volt kragdraad ondersteun.
Die kragmas het erg gebuig en twee
van die vier bene is ‘n meter hoog

opgelig. Onder die kragmas het die
aardbewing ‘n skeur van 3,5 meter
breed in die aarde veroorsaak wat 16
km ver strek tot onder in die
woestynvallei.

Ondanks die menslike lyding wat
die aardbewing veroorsaak het, is die
geoloé opgewonde oor hul ondersoek
van al die krake en sywaartse breuke
wat dit in die klipwoestyn veroorsaak
het.

“Dis vir ons eenvan die belangrikste
gebeurtenisse van die eeu. Dié soort
ding gebeur nie dikwels nie,” sé Kerry
Sieh van die Caltech Universiteit in
Pasadena wie se navorsing in die
verlede gelei het tot die teorie dat die
San Andrea-breuk eendag ‘n enorme
aardbewing gaan veroorsaak.

Die meeste geoloé sé dis nog te

RUSHDIE

STEEDS
N GEVAA

TEHERAN - Ondanks dis corwinning in ‘n
die onlangse verkiesing oor die

. onbuigsame Islamitiese hardliners, het

Iran se parlement dié week weer eens

* bevestig datdie doodsvonnisvan Salman

Rushdie nie opgehef gaan word nie.

- “Dis alle Moslem- en Hezbollah-magte
in die wéreld se plig om die fatwa
(godsdienstige edik), in Februarie 1989
uitgereik deur die Ajatolla Ruhollah
Khomeini, na te kom,” lui ‘n petisie wat
deur 170 parlementslede onderteken is
en dié week amptelik gepubliseer is.

“Die geskiedkundige fatwa van die
Imam sal onveranderd bly so lank soos
die Koran bestaan en daar Moslems in
die wéreld is,” volgens die petisie.

Dit is die eerste keer dat die nuwe
Iranese parlement - wat in April en Mei
met ‘n oorweldigende meerderheid vir die
pragmatiese beleid van pres Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani verkies is - sy
standpunt oor die Rushdie-aange-
leentheid uitspel.

‘n franese stigting het ‘'nlosprys van $2
miljoen op Rushdie se hoof geplaas. -
AFP

vroeg om te sé hoe hul huidige
navorsing die voorspelling van
aardbewings in die gebied gaan raak.
Hulle is egter seker dat Sondag se
aardbewings hul energie verkry het
van die kontak tussen die tektoniese
plate van die Stille Oseaan en Noord:
Amerika wat in ‘n tempo van 5,5 cm
per jaar verby mekaar skuur.

Hoewel die wetenskaplikes hoop
dat die jongste aardbewings die druk
op die San Andreas-breuk verlig het,
waarsku hulle dat die skuddings net
sowel daarop kanduidat ‘n gevaarlike
veer in die aardkors al hoe stywer
opgewen word.

“Dit stel waarskynlik die dreigende
verwoesting langs die San Andreas-
breuk net ‘n bietjie langer uit,” sé
Bilman. - AFP

MEER AS 500 000 HET AMPTELIK AIDS

GENBVE - Die getal Aids-gevalle wat amptellk by die Wéreld Gesondheidorganisasie
(WGOj) aangekondig is, het die halfmiljoen-kerf verbygesteek, volgens die WGO se
kwartaallikse verslag wat dié week uitgereik Is.

. Volgens dié verslag is 501 272 Alds-gevalle deur 162 lande aangemeld.

Metdie inagneming van die onderskatting en traagheid van lande om gevalle aante
meld, het die WGO bereken dat meer as 2 miljoen mense die slekte het, insluitende
500 000 kinders. Volgens die WGO is 10 miljoen mense HIV-positief. ;

‘n Duldelike geval van onderskatting, s die WGO, is In Suldoos-Asi8, wat net 332

gevalle aangemeld'het. - AFP
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'THE other day my cousin got fired at - fired at
five times. One of the bullets went astray, the

_others, the four others, got nicely to their target.

But not quite nice enough: one entered his leg,
the other his arm and two others his belly. Yes,

" he is alive and is getting well. Now my cousin,

just past his mid-thirties, is a gentle father of
three, a really pleasant fellow and generous to
boot. If our planet earth were filled with more
of his ilk, the world wouldn’t be half a bad
place. Yes, pleasant fellow to be sure but rich
- rich, that is not by Oppenheimer standards,
but by the standards of 2 medium-sized super-

market owner. He drives a near-new Mercedes

Benz and lives in a sumptuous house, his
wealth, though discreet, is obvious, but it
wasn’t his car or his house or his wallet, for he
was carrying nomoney onhim, that brought on
his misfortune. No, it was his other vehicle, his
business vehicle, his minibus, his Kombi.

My cousin's brother (my other cousin, in
fact) said that the family when they heard of the
attack had been shocked and angered.

-*Criminality’, he claimed - and he’s not a mean

fellow either - ‘was bad in South Africa’ and that
it was going to get worse. ‘You see, this country

has become soft on criminals. Prisons nowa- -

days have become as comfortable as hotels, I
mean, going to prison today is like going for 2
holiday. They say, with high unemployment it’s
the economy to blame, but this is not the first

* time the economy is bad and yet there wasn't

this sort of criminality before!' Friends of the
victim uttered their concern too: ‘Some of these
guys need to be blown away.’

Yes, the cool voice of vengeance always
{roths over with wisdom. Build more prisons,
make them harsher, sentence swifter and longer,
and hang them quicker and higher and, Bob’s
your uncle, you've got your criminality prob-
lem good and licked for good and all. Well, that
at least is how the street philosopher theorizes.
But sad and woeful experience, the world over,
teaches, of course, another lesson: punish-

ment, no matter how severe, does not prevent -

crime and certainly does not eliminate the
problem of recidivism. But then when did gut
philosophy have ears. Although my cousin
happens to be right on one point: crime is on
the increase. In the Randburg police district
(covered by the police stations of Alexandra,
Sandton, Halfway House, Bramley, Linden and
Randburg) vehicle hijack thefts have gone up
from 21989 figure of 325 to a 1990 figure of 449,

Soft on criminals? All right, what of this
bastard that shot my cousin for a measly
minibus? Does he merit being ‘blown away’? If
he could be interviewed, we might just be able
to determine whether he be critter or monster?
But since that is not possible, let us try to see
the attack, the evil deed, from his point of view.
- The minibus is quite evidentely a wonderful
sale commodity. The market for it is, now that
blacks have had to solve their own transport
problems in their own makeshift way, bottom-
less; that is, the back-door market, for few
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blacks can afford to pay what is normally and
so onerously charged for these vehicles,
whether new or secondhand. So where there
is a demand, the iron law of the free market,
provides a supply - a ready supply. Like ivory
demand breeds its poachers, minibus de-
mands breeds its hijackers - remember Shan-
non van Zyl, the lady, the mother of fourteen
month old Derrick, who got two bullets
lumped into her jaw for possessing a new
white Volkswagenminibus? Yes, it'sa sadand
lamentable fact but Mrs Van Zyl and my
cousin’s shootings were a mere matter of
supply and demand.

But I hear the howl of protest: Peoples lives
are at stake here! Yes, indeed, lives are at
stake. And it is a pretty pass we're in if the
worth of a life, of a fellow human being, is

" adversely balanced against a mere concoction

of metal, rubber and plastic. And yet this is
where we are. Why does our hijacker - the one
that shot Mrs Van Zyl is believed to be in his
early twenties - bear such scant regard for the
lives of a pretty mother and a gentle father?
Well, if you think about i, the majority of
South African lives for years and years have

counted for nought. ‘Oh, he’s just a kaffir’ has .

been and is a fabric o7 this country’s ethos, an
element of its laws and a constituent of its
repressive system. Look at the daily, the
recurring, the scandalous violence on the
trains. Isn’t that the politics of scant regard for
black lives (in its subversive form, of course)
wantonly at work? Isn’t the whole history of
apartheid an exercise on how to disregard,
discard and discount the lives of black people.
Cheapening and dismissing the lives of one
set of people by another was a South African
way of life. Iremember inthe early sixties two
white policemen telling a stabbed African
lying prostrate and bleeding in a Braamfontein
gutter: ‘Haai kaffer, moenie hier sterwe nie,
jong! The trouble is the callous disregard of
life can be infectious. So when our hijacker
sets out in the morning to fulfill his quota of
minibuses, he has to consider that he will in
the course of his duties have to terminate the
lives of a certain number of people. And if he
has qualms about this, his overseers or his
employers, I'm sure, tell him: ‘Oh, he's just a
Coolie or, she’s just a Boer'.

Yes, it's lamentable but all too logical that
the doctrine and outlook of, ‘he’s just a kaffir’
can be so easily transmissible. And, perhaps,
all we are witnessing is the spread of the
contagion. My cousin was right on another
point, too: things will get worse.

- Jay Naidoo is a Pretoria-born South African who

has been in voluntary exile since 1964 and has
been back in the country since December 1991.

He is also the author of Tracking Down Historical -

Myths: Eight South African Cases (AD Donker)
and Coolle Location (Taurus).
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SETIMSANDHAMincli week se Sportrubriek
JEREMY BATES se goeie vertoning op n T
Wimbledon het die aandag gevestig
op die armoede aan goeie Britse
tennisspelers. Sy uitskakeling van
onder andere Michael Chang (die
wéreld se nommer 7) en Thierry
Champion het geen aanduiding
gegee dat hy diep in die 100 op die
wéreldranglys geplaas is nie. Tog is
hy Brittanje se voorste speler,

Ongelooflik soos dit mag klink, is
hy die eerste Britse speler sedert
Buster Mottram (hy met die beweerde
neo-Nazi-verbintenisse) om die vierde ronde te behaal. Maandag
was dit so hittete of Bates het vir Guy Forget ook uitgestof. Het
hy daarin geslaag, sou hy die eerste Brit in 19 jaar wees om die
Wimbledonse kwarteindronde te behaal.

Die Britse vroue - met die uitsondering van Jo Durie - vaar
nie juis veel beter nie. Hulle het laas in die sewentigerjare opslae
gemaak. Sue Barker het gereeld die laaste rondes vantoernooie
behaal en Virginia Wade se Wimbledon-sege in 1975 was die
hoogtepunt van die era.

Daar is nie ‘n goeie verklaring hoekom die Britte nie goed
vaar in die internasionale tennisarena nie. Met ‘n bevolking van
om en by 55 miljoen moet daar sekerlik ‘n paar tennisspelers
van gehalte érens skuil. Frankryk se bevolking is ongeveer
dieselfde maar beskik oor veel beter spelers soos Forget,
Champion en Leconte.

Dit kan nie die klimaat wees nie omdat Swede (met ‘n
bevolking van 6 miljoen) met baie slegter weer en minder
grondgebied gedurig nuwe spelers lewer. Die argument dat dié
rits goeie spelers die nadraai is van Bjorn Borg se popularisering
van die spel, is slegs gedeeltelik waar. Die Duitsers (Becker,
Stich, Kuhnen), Nederlanders (Krajicek, Koevermans, Haarhuis)
en Spanjaarde (Brugera, Emilio en Xavier Sanchez) het nie die
motivering van ‘n onlangse nasionale held nie. Bowendien is
grasbaantennis ‘n spel wat in Brittanje ontwikkel het en is die
Wimbledontitel (Die All-England Lawn Tennis and Croquet
Club-kampioenskappe) tennis se grootste prys. As dit nie groot
genoeg aansporing is nie, wat is? '

DIE PAS AFGELOPE Afrika-spele sou amper ongemerk
verbygegaan het as dit nie die geleentheid was waarmee Suid-
Afrika sy hertoetrede tot internasionale atletiek gemaak het nie.
Danksy Nigerié en Kenia se swak spanne het Suid-Afrika goed
gevaar. Die oes van meer as 40 medaljes (die meeste deur een
land) is maar ‘n hol ocorwinning,

In die boek Lords of the Rings word ‘n skreiende aanval op

- die Internasionale Olimpiese Komitee geloods. Daar word

beweer dat alles en almal deur die IOK gemanipuleer word met
die uitsluitlike doel om die grootste moontlike winste te
bewerkstellig.

Dieselfde geld die top-atlete. Katrin Krabbe kan oor die 4
miljoen mark verdien indien sy goed vaar in Barcelona. Die
middel- en langafstandatlete van Afrika kan miskien nie s6
goed vaar nie, maar die materiéle belonings is daar. Hulle het
almal deur middel van atletick die status en veral die geld
verdien om te ontsnap uit die neerdrukkende armoede van
hulle geboortelande. Is dit onredelik van hulle om die rug te
keer op die kontinent van hulle herkoms? Is atletiek nie ‘n sport
waar atlete uiteindelik teen hulself meeding nie en waar dit nie
om span of nasionale trots gaan nie? Sou ‘n atleet iets groots kon
bereik sonder die infrastruktuur en geleenthede wat sy land
hom bied? Is die atleet nie in daardie opsig iets aan sy land en
burgers verskuldig nie?

Moontlik oorskadu die Olimpiese Spele alle ander corwegings
op dié tydstip en is die tydsberekening en plasing van die
Afrika-Spele ongele€. Hopelik sal die afwesigheid van eksterne
faktore volgende jaar bydra dat die Afrika-spele (waarskynlik
in Durban) ‘n byeenkoms is wat meer verteenwoordigend is
van die kontinent se atletickkrag.



die olimpiese spele: die crack van die massas

Die-volle viogdgolf van massa-versiawing sal ons
binnekort per satelietref, maardie gevaartekens van
wat dlie Olimpiese fantasie aan  mens kan doen, is

al duidelik, S8 JOHANNES BRUWER

GEORGANISEERDE sport het georga-
niseerde godsdiens lankal vervang as
die kokaien van die massas, maar
internasionale isolasie het Suid-
Afrikaners ‘n hele paar dekades
weggehou van die mees
gekonsentreerde vorm vandié dwelm
- die crack van sport, die uiteindelike
ckstase, die Olimpiese Spele (OS).

Die volle vloedgolf van massa-
verslawing sal ons binnekort per
satelliet tref, maar die gevaartekens
van wat die OS-fantasie aan ‘n mens
kan doen, is al duidelik. Kyk maar na
die droomsmouse op TV - eens
doodnormale aanbieders, nou
onnatuurlik ernstige bekeerlinge van
OS wat ywerig werk om met kort
(maar listig herhalende) voorsmake ‘n
aptyt vir dié dwelm by kykers te wek.

Sport is die universele taal, fluister
die fakkeldraers van OS terwyl die
Olimpiese sirkels ikonies oor die TV-
skerm sweef (eerbiedig gevolg deur
die vaandels van die Deugsame Borge).

Sport is die band wat alle mense
bind, dreun die sendelinge van OS
terwyl ‘nkoor van spreiligte ‘n halleluja-
gloed werp oor die magies
wedergebore, tegnologies mees
gevorderde Katedraal van Sport in
Barcelona.

Sport is die spieél van die mens se
bestaan, jubel die dissipels terwyl OS-
beeldflitse dit beaam: die konflik tussen
mens en natuur, tussen mens en mens,
lussen gees en vlees, tussen wil en
werklikheid - als word weerspieél in
OS. In volkleur en selfs onderwater.

Dis kommerwekkend hoe gou dit
vir jou begin sin maak (gewis ‘n
voorteken van verslawing). Jy dink
nog jy kan die TV afsit, dan oorrompel
die OS-mitologie jou. Die gekon-
sentreerde eenvoud daarvan is die
krag: dit klim in jou bewussyn en
ombhels jou argetipes.

Voor jy jou kom kry, begin jy die
OS-flitse verwar met jou herinneringe
- is jou eie lewe nie ook maar, soos dié
van OS se martelaars, ‘n ewige stryd
tussen pyn en ekstase nie?

DWELMS TROOS deur ‘n skyn van sin te
gee aan ‘n sinlose werklikheid. As
massa-dwelm werk OS baie soos
georganiseerde godsdiens: dit gee ‘n
simboliese betekenis aan die groot
bron van pyn - die gedurige en
wéreldwye konflik tussen mense
weens botsende materiéle en
ideologiese belange.

Dié eindelose ou stryd het vele
vorms - van. gewone mededinging
tussen sakelui (die een se sukses is die
ander se ondergang) tot bloedige

oorlog tussen groepe mense.

Soos georganiseerde godsdiens
maak OS die pyn van dié konflik
draagliker deur lyding heroies in te
kleur: wie volhard in die stryd, word
beloon. Die beloning se waarde word
gemeet aan die inspanning en pyn wat
die stryd verg - sodat selfs intense
lyding sinryk kan wees. Vandaar
godsdiens en OS se bewondering vir
martelaars (hoewel net suksesvolle
martelaars): die heilige Sebastiaan met
‘n lyf vol pyle; die OS-duiker wat
ondanks gebreekte bene ni ‘n mislukte
duik vasbyt in die geloof - om vier jaar
later die apoteose van ‘n goue medalje
te bereik.

TOE MARX georganiseerde godsdiens
(iets heel anders as persoonlike geloof)
die “opium van die massas” genoem
het, was die magtige OS nog nie daar
nie. (Marx is in 1883 dood, die eerste
moderne OS is in 1896 in Athene
gehou.)

Sy kommer dat die heersende
burgery godsdiens ideologies misbruik
om die ongelyke status quo van die
kapitalistiese bestel te regverdig en te
beskerm was begryplik in die konteks
van sy tyd. Voor die elektroniese era
was godsdiens die massa-medium wat
waarskynlik die grootste aantal werkers
bereik het.

Marx se beswaar teen georga-
niseerde godsdiens was dat dit die
oorsake van maatskaplike konflik
toeskryf aan onsigbare, onveranderlike
magte buite die mens - en so die
sigbare, veranderbare oorsaak daarvan
verskuil: ‘n ongelyke maatskaplike
bestel gegrond op materiéle mede-
dinging tussen enkelinge, groepe en
klasse wat hulle nie met mekaar se
welvaart vereenselwig nie.

Deur die oorsake van maatskaplike
konflik buite menslike beheerte plaas,
het Marx gemeen, verskans
georganiseerde godsdiens die bevoor-
regte posisie van die heersersklas: dit
help om te keer dat die werkersklas
maatskaplike ongelykhede aktief takel
deur die samelewing se struktuur tot
hul voordeel te probeer wysig.

Georganiseerde godsdiens maan:
die maatskaplike orde (ongelyk ofte
nie) is ingestel deur God, nie deur
mense nie, Die uitgebuite werkers
moet hul lot aanvaar: hul utopie k.y
hulle in die hiernamaals, nie deur ‘n
revolusie hier op aarde nie.

BAIE MENSE meen oubaas Marx se
insigte moet maar saam met Oos-
Europa se kommunale badwater

uitgegooi word. Tog spook sy “opium”™-

Die Katedraal van Sport in Barcelona

gedagte by ‘n mens as jy kyk na die
massa-bemarking van OS en die erns
waarmee die media ‘n mitologie
daarom weef.

As die kapitalisme werklik ‘n
ideologiese opium nodig het om die
konflik te besweer wat materiéle
mededinging wek, dan kon OS nie op
‘nbeter tyd gekom het nie. Die opkoms
van die moderne OS-mitologie - met
die paradoksale boodskap dat
mededinging mense nie verdeel nie,
maar juis weéreldwyd verenig - val min
of meer saam met die beroemde “dood
van God” (die dogmatiese God van
georganiseerde godsdiens) in die laat
negentiende eeu.

OS oortref boonop godsdiens as jy
‘n ideologiese hulpmiddel soek om
mense te oorreed om ‘n samelewing te
aanvaar waarin hul oorlewing afhang
van mededinging met mekaar. Pleks
van mense omslagtig te probeer onthef
van die blaam vir maatskaplike konflik
deur dit toe te skryf aan bose magte,
vel OS eenvoudig geen morele oordeel
oor konflik nie. Menslike konflik word
onbevraagteken aanvaar as ‘n
natuurgegewe - en boonop wenslik.

Mededinging met ander is nie
“selfsugtig” of “boos™ nie: inteendeel,
dis ‘n heilsame proses wat mense
aanspoor om hul vermoéns te
ontwikkel.

NATUURLIK IS 0S nie uitsluitend ‘n
kapitalistiese ritueel nie - die voorma-
lige kommunistiese lande het immers
ewe ernstig deelgeneem. Die OS-teater
het ‘n skynbaar universele trefkrag
omdat dit net die handeling van konflik
uitbeeld - fisiecke mededinging tussen
enkelinge en spanne - sonder om dit
verbaal te vertolk in ‘n verhalende
konteks vol abstrakte begrippe wat tot
meningsverskille kan lei, soos
godsdiens en ander ideologieé.

OS boei alle mense wat konflik
ervaar, ongeag die bepaalde
maatskaplike oorsake daarvan. Weéreld-
wyd heg mense hul eie konteks aan
die basiese OS-konflik, lees hulle hul
eie lewens daarin.

Tog val dit op watter vleiende spieél
OS veral bied vir die kapitalistiese
stelsel van vrye mededinging. (Sou
die geldbase dit andersins so ruim en
gretig borg?) As massa-dwelm skakel
OS al die kwellende newe-effekte uit
wat godsdiens potensieel op die

essay

kapitalistiese etos kan hé (al word dit
hoe versigtig toegedien).

GEORGANISEERDE GODSDIENS impli-
seer byvoorbeeld, al vermy dit enige
aanstoot aan geldbase, dat selfsug ‘n
bose eienskap is. Ditis ‘n verleentheid
vir die kapitalisme se kampvegters,
wat selfsug as ‘n deug beskou: die
dryfveer van die vrye mark. OS herstel
die ego in ere as ‘n heroiese kragbron:
die persoonlike wil om te wen gee die
held deursettingvermog.

Hoewel georganiseerde godsdiens
die maatskaplike oorsake van konflik
vermom, impliseer dit nietemin ook
dat konflik boos is - en boonop ‘n
tydelike gebrek in ‘n wéreld tydelik
gebroke deur sonde. Die siening (iro-
nies soortgelyk aan Marx s'n) is dat ‘n
verdeelde mensdom histories op pad
isna ‘n harmoniese, herenigde bestaan:
‘n konfliklose utopie op aarde is God
se uiteindelike doelwit.

Dié siening is potensieel subversief
vir die kapitalisme. OS herstel konflik
in ere as ‘n vaste, noodsaaklike instru-
ment van vooruitgang. Die perma-
nensie van konflik as natuurgegewe
word uitgedruk in die vaste, reélmatige
siklus waarin OS se ritueel van konflik
plaasvind.

Dié herhalende siklus van konflik is
nie stagnant nie, onderstreep OS se
ererol van stygende prestasies: telkens
stel die sportlui nuwe rekords op. Het
die wonders wat die ego kan verrig
geen perke nie? Nee, laat OS blyk: so
heilsaam is mededinging dat dit die
liggaam gedurig aanspoor tot steeds
groter hoogtes, hoogtes wat weer
oortref sal word deur steeds strawwer
mededinging.

Dié evolusionére stimulus van
mededinging word weerspieél in die
OS-tegnologie: verlede keer kon die
kameras nog nie swem nie, nou kan
hulle al. Wat die menseliggaam in OS
geld, geld natuurlik ook die
verbruikersproduk: alleen kompetisie
verseker voortreflikheid.

Visioenére, wees gewaarsku deur
OS: Wie konflik en mededinging in
die omgang van mense wil uitskakel,
sal die mensdom geen guns bewys
nie, maar verdoem tot agteruitgang.

En as jy twyfel dat al hoe intenser
konflik al hoe sneller vooruitgang
bring, kyk maar in watter oogwenk is
gevorder van die masjiengeweer na
die atoombom.



| tuin en kombuis

Skets uit. Bome en struike van die
Witwatersrand, Magaliesberg en Pilansberg,
deur Joan van Gogh en John Anderson

JY hoef nie ‘n Namakwalander te wees om in die kring van die
witgatdrinkers te sit nie. Plant jou eie witgat in jou eie tuin en sit waar jy
wil, :

Die witgat (Boscia albitrunca) is een van daardie bome wat s0 te sé
op enige plek in enige geweste groei. Namibia, Namakwaland, die Karoo,
Botswana, Natal, Transvaal, Natal... Dié vet, stewige immergroen boom
van om en by die vier meter hoog met ‘n goedgevormde kroon, dra klein,
geel, kroonblaarlose en welriekende blommetjies (Augustus tot Oktober,
of na die eerste reéns) wat deur wildsbokke opgesoek en afgevreet word.

Dis egter nie net die witgatblommetjies wat van waarde is nie, elke deel
van die boom staan in diens van mens en/of dier.

Die blare is uitstekende voer vir wild en vee. In droogtetye as weiding
en voer skaars is, sny die boere dikwels die takke af as voer vir hul diere.
In Namibia is die gebruik om halfpad deur die witgat se stam te saag sodat
die boom afgebuig kan word om die blare binne die honger herkouers
se bereik te bring. Nuwe lote groei vinnig uit die beskadigde deel en
verskaf ‘n verdere voedselbron.

Witgatwortel, gerooster en gemaal (met of sonder Cremora), is ‘n goeie
plaasvervanger vir koffie. Die gedroogte wortel word ook fyngestamp om
‘n soort pap van te maak.

In Botswana, s€ Palgrave, is die stamme van ou bome dikwels hol en
reénwater word daarin opgevang ten bate van die Boesmans.

Gepekelde witgatblomknoppe word ook in die plek van kapers
gebruik.

Maar dis nie die einde van dié boom se deugde nie.

‘n Koue aftreksel van die blare word gebruik om inflammasie in die o0&
van beeste mee te behandel en ‘n brousel van die wortel om breuke mee
te dokter. '

Witgathout isswaar en taai, maar word net gebruik om gebruiksartikels
s00s lepels en papspane van te maak. In sekere gebiede is dit ‘n taboe
om die hout te brand - dit lei daartoe dat koeie net bulkallers het. Daar
is ook ‘n geloof dat as die vrugte van die witgat verdroog voordat die
boermanna ryp is, ‘n misoes onafwendbaar is. Die meeste Afrikane
beskou die droogtebestande witgat as ‘n magiese boom wat nie afgekap
mag word nie. -

Daar is gelukkig geen taboe op die plant van ‘n witgat nie.

] - RYK HATTINGH
Lees: Keith Coates Palgrave se Trees of Southern Africa (Struik)
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NETTIE PIKEUR

~ BLOMME IN DIE SWARTPOT
ROOIWYN IN DIE REEN

STOM van verbasing staar ek na my geliefde vrind uit Transvaal. Hy staan in die voordcur
met vier enorme bosse waterblomme in koerantpapier toegedraai. Hy s& hy weet nie
hoe om die groente gaar te maak nie.

Ek het gedink almal kan waterblomme kook. Jy kan hulle natuurlik net so in water
opkook, ja, maar dit gaan nou ‘n vermorsing wees. Vrind Simon word moeg van in dic
deur staan en aangegaap word asof hy ‘n poelak is, en hy druk die bos druppende
blomme in my arms, skuur verby kombuis toe en maak ‘n bottel rooiwyn oop.

Dis Juliemaand in die Kaap, en Simon sé die reén dryf hom na sterk drank. Almal voel
50, skink vir my ook ‘n glasvol in, sé ek rustig, dan maak ek vir jou waterblommetjiebredie
vir middagete, en ons dink sommer nog ‘n paar ander resepte daarvoor ook op.

Laat my eers sien hoe lyk die goed regtig, sé Simon, en ek verduidelik dat hulle topklas
is, vars en jonk, nog heeltemal groen met net hier en daar ‘n witgeel blaar wat sé dié
besondere blom is al bejaard, maar kan nog geéet word. Ek waarsku Simon dat ‘n
behoorlik gekookte waterblom wat nog ‘n bietjie tekstuur het, dikwels vir my lyk soos
daai weird insekte wat op Johannesburgse grasperke uitkom. Parktown prawns, bedoel
jy, sé Simon, en toe praat ons nie verder daaroor nie.

Wat ek bedoel het, is dat jy nie waterblomme papsag moet kook nie. Hul geur is fyn
en jy wil darem nog ‘n crunch tussen jou tande hé. Daarenteen moet die vleis wat jy
daarby kook, murgsag wees, en daarvoor gebruik jy lamsnek, not my favourite, gocie
tjops - ditto, te duur - maar ‘n paar goeie lamskneukels, sowat ‘n kilo op twee groot bosse
waterblomme.

*KLASSIEKE WATERBLOMBREDIE

Was die blomme goed in ‘n diep opwasbak vol koue water om al die sand en grond
uit te kry. Sny die stingels kort af, maar as hulle dun en jonk is gooi ook by die bredie.
Ondersoek elke blom om te sien dis skoon. Jy hoef nie die groente droog te maak nie.
Hou eenkant.

Jy benodig twee gekapte uie, knoffel na smaak, jou kilo mooi vars lamskenkel of
watter lamsvleis jy verkies (ek het nog nooit kalf of vark gebruik nie, sal seker pas), die
skil en sap van 1 suurlemoen, ‘n skoot witwyn, en neutmuskaat vir geur.

Braai die uie in ‘n lagie olie in die swaarboompot. Ons het vir die geleentheid die
yslike swart ysterpot uitgehaal omdat daar so baie blomme was, bliss. Braai dan jou vleis
alkant mooi bruin op die uie, en voeg 2 teelepels, niks meer, meel by, net om die gereg
te laat bind sonder dik maak.

Wanneer die vleis ligbruin is, giet ‘n skoot witwyn oor, roer om met die meel te meng
enplaas jou waterblomme almal net so bo-op die vleis. Moenie nou al deurmekaar roer
nie, los net so. Rasper die skil van die suurlemoen oor die bredie, of skil dun af en kap
die skil met ‘n halfmaanmes fyn.

‘n Paar draaie peper, die hitte op medium, niks meer as ‘n halwe koppie water by,
en nou kan jou bredie stadig prut met die deksel styf toe. Maak na ‘n halfuur cop en
kyk of die groente al bietjie weggekook het.

Kook nog rustig verder - die blomme maak hul eie vloeistof - en proe vir sout en nog
peper ensuurlemoenskil. Dis regtig een van daardie geregte wat jy proe-proe kook. Nie
te veel sout nie, ‘n dun sousie onderin, sagte maar knarserige waterblomme, en ‘n
heerlike geur in die kombuis.

Na sowat 1 uur isjou bredie reg, maak net seker die vleis is sag. Tjops en nek sal vroeér
as skenkel sag wees. Twintig minute voor julle eet, en dis ‘n baie genadige gereg, hy
kan wag, kook fy ‘n pot basmati-rys. Simon sé& hy ken dit ook nie en ek belowe Saterdag
gaan ons Atlas Trading Store toe om speserye en rys vir hom te koop:

Net voor die swart pot tafel toe gaan, rasper Simon ‘n strooisel neutmuskaat oor die
hele bredie, en ek druk die sap van die hele suurlemoen daaroor uit.

Roer een maal deur, en skep die outydse Kaapse gereg op oor die rys. Niks daarby
nie, ek belowe. Nie nog ‘n groente, of ‘n slaai of selfs pampoen soos hulle in misguided
restaurante maak nie. Niks - net goddellike vleis en fyn, fyn waterblomme.

So tussendeur eet en rooiwyn drink dink Simon verder oor waterblomme. $& nou
maar fy kook hulle so, maar met gekapte preie, ‘n paar gekapte zucchini en ‘naartappel
of twee? peins hy. Preie, of dalk grasuise as geursel. Dan dis jy dit op as ‘n groente by
‘n braaiboud, of selfs gebakte hoender.

Ek vertel waterblommetjiesop is heerlik. Jy kook die groente papsag met ‘nuiof twee,
‘n bossie bronkors. ‘n handvol suring as jy het, ‘n koppie hoenderstock en baie
swartpeper. Nou gooi jy alles in die menger, meng tot glad met ‘n koppievol room en
bedien warm in diep komme.

Skep vir my nog, sé Simon, en hy skuif die skenkelbeentjies netjies eenkant toe op
sy bord, nes sy ma hom geleer het.
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Cowboy Junkies - Black Eyeo

DIE timid Timminse (broers Michasel en
Peter saam met suster Margo) is terug -
en dié keer het hulle 'n bistjle van hul
kenmerkende teruggetrokkenheid afge-
skud.

Cowboy Junkies Is 'n stil groep, s6 stil
dat daar al geséd is dat mens 'n speld kan
hoor val by hulkonserte. Margo Timmins,
die hoofsanger, praat s6 min en sé sag
tydens onderhoude dat joernaliste
verbaas Is wanneer sy wel lets s& - én dis
iets alledaags soosdatsy ‘nsekretaresse
was voor sy begin sing het.

Cowboy Junkies het vier jaar gelede
bekendheid verwerf met hul cover van
Lou Reed se “Sweet Jane". The Trinity
Session, die plaat met “Sweet Jane™ op,
is (heel gepas) in ‘n kerk opgeneem met
slegs één mikrotoon. Op dié plaatis die
Cowboy Junkies se onnabootsbare klank
volmaak vasgevang: stil, weemoedig,
verlangend.

Tog Is die groep nie onaangeraak deur
kontroversie nie: “Misguided Angel”, die
tweede single van die plaat af, is verbied
deur die hoofradiostasie in Kanada, hul
“home turf". Die rede? 'n “Satanistiese”
reélwat soos volglui: “Soul like a lucifer”.
Jawel.

Op Trinity Session kry mens die
uitstekende "Walking after Midnight”, wat
later (baie minder suksesvol) ook deur
Fairground Attraction gedoen is. Dit is
sekerlik een van die enigste werklik stil
songs ooit met ‘n eskalerende
dringendheid wat in ‘n benoude Kiimaks
sindig. Briljant.

The Caution Horseshet twee jaar later
gevolg. Die titel is afkomstig van “Cau-
tion! Horses™bordjies wat mens veral op
die Kanadesae platteland aantref. ‘n Meer
gepaste titel om hul musiek te beskryf sal
beswaarlik gevind kan word: weliswaar
versigtig maar met 'n onmiskenbare

- ondsrliggende krag.

Hoewel nie so goed soos Trinity Ses
sionnie (deelsomdatdit'nstudio-LPisen

Man (ImportBMG

deels as gevolg van die teleurstellende
weergawe van Neil Young se
“Powderfinger”), bevatdit ‘n paarmagiese
snitte. Een hiervan is “You will be loved
again”, geskryf deur Mary Margaret
O’Hara: ‘n ontroerende liedjie cor die
bedrieglike aard van gewaands liefde.

Caution Horses bevat ook “Witches”,
een van die Cowboy Junkies se mees
wistful songs en geskryf deur Margo
Timmins.

‘n Deurlopende tema In Michael
Timmins seliriekeis “(being) five hundred
miles down the road” van jou lover af.
Mens vind dit op Trinity Sessionin onder
meer “Postcard Blues™ en op Caution
Horsesin “Mariner’s Song” en “Escape is
so Simple”. Dit sorg vir ‘n gevoel van
verlatenheid en eensaamheid soos net
die Cowboy Junkies dit kan oordra.

" MENS TREF Dié TEMA 00K aan op Black
Eyed Man, dis Cowboy Junkies sejongste -

LP.Op “Oregon Hill" kry ons weerte doen
met'n vrou wat getrou vir haar lover wag.
“A graveyard to the west of it all/ which |
may soon be lying in” sing Timmins heel
morbled. Sou Morrissey dit sing, sou ‘n
mens ‘n mes wou nadertrek. Timmins
sing dit egter met 'n gelate aanvaarding
van die natuurlike siklus van lewe en
dood. Op dié snit tref mens ook vir die
eerste keer agtergrondstemme aan wat
haar stem goed aanvul. -

‘nVolier klank word op “Southern Rain”
geskep met behulp van ‘n ritme-kitaar -
sonder dat dit enigsins lawaaierig raak
saam met die lead guitar. Timmins se
stem is wonderlik sensueel - saam met
die trekklavier word ‘n gevoel van
vetlorenheid teweeggebring.

“This Street, That Man, This Life” is ‘'n
verlangende, Intieme liedjie met
oorspronklike lirieke soos “Thatmanwears
his skin/ like a dancer wears her veils”.

‘A Horse in the Country” is musikaal
gesproke ‘n ligter snit op die plaat.

Ontevredenheid met die eenselwigheid
van net bestdén is die vernaamste tema.
Sommige mense gaan weg, op soek na
sin, andere bly agter terwyl “the
years...simply disappear”. '

Margo Timmins vorm 'n duet met ene
John Prine op “If You Were the Woman
and | Was the Man”. Daar Is al voorheen
verwys na die goeie begrip wat Michael
Timmins toon vir die “vroulike cogpunt”,
veral na aanlelding van “Cause Cheapis
How | Feel” op Caution Horses, In dié
liedjie bewys hy dit weer. 'n Klarinet rond
die snit treffend af.

“Murder, Tonight, inthe Trailer Park™en
“Cowboy Junkies Lament” is twee meer
up-beat, amper rocky snitte wat 'n
definitiewe beweging weg van hul
simplistiese, minimalistiese klank op Trin-
ity Sessionaanduli. Die rock legacy ‘yeah
yeah yeah” word selfs aan die einde van
“Mutrder” gehoor.

“Black Eyed Man” Is ‘n elenaardige
song oor 'n swartoogman wat 'n waterput
vergiftig het. Timmins sluit dit af met ‘n
versugting na ‘n glasie gifwater...

DIE ONVERMYDELIKE verganklikheid van
allesisdie hooftemavan“The LastSpike™
die verval van die fisieke werklikheid om
ons word in verband gebring met
persoonlike verlies. Die amper on-
moontlike taak om dit te verwerk word
bekla, maar die bessf is daar: ‘these
foolish dreams must stop™.
Een van die beste snitte op die plaatis
/Townes’ Blues”. Jazz/blues-ondertone
is duidelik te hoor - die lead guitar is
uitstaande.
Die enigste jammerte van Black Eyed
Manisdie feitdat Margo Timmins self nie

een van die liedjies geskryf het nie. Sy

was verantwoordelik vir van die beste
songs op Trinityen Caution Horses, soos
‘| Don't Get It”, “Misguided Angel” en
“Witches”.

Maar Black Eyed Man is ‘'n amper:

asembenemende ervaring van melan-
cholie en leed, maar sonder die self-

popmusiek

'
i
!

bed vandie swartoogman

indulgence waaraan Morrissey hom
ongelukkig so skuldig maak.

VIR diegene wat gelukkig genoeg is om dié
Jaar af to sit Grahamstad toe, The Moscow
Circus Is een van dle musikale
aantreklikhede daar. Dit slult In Vusi
Mahlasela, Lesego Rampolokeng en Live
Jim! Presley. Vusi (vir die wat nle weet nie)
was by Rustler's Valley en het nou ‘n plaat
ultgegee deur Shifty Records. Hy maak wat
mens seker kan beskryf as township folk. Ek
het geen Info ontvang oor Lesego nle, maar
dle persverklaring beskryf sy muslek as “dub
violence”, wat dit ookal mag wees. Live Jiml
Presley Is daardle gefrustreerde (maar heel
skatlike) punkpersone wat Industridle rock
maak en live een van dle beste bands In
Suid-Afrika Is. “Stop the vlolins|” sé die
persverklaring verder. S6 goed is hulle egter
nle, Is ek bevrees.

DIE Radiators het om een of ander obskure
rede hul naam na dle Harde Koe|efels
verander en Is vanaand (3 Julle) en volgende
Vrydagaand (10 Julle} by Lady Annabel’s in
Pretorla te slen, Hulle speel van 9.30 tot 12
en die kaart]les kos R5. Die band beskryf
hulself as ‘n “opwindende orkes”, so
misklen Is dit dle moelte werd,

kompetisie

5 gelukiige lesers kan elk ‘n Tracy
Chapman-kasset en T-hemp ontvang
a8 hulle die volgende eenvoudige
vragie kan beantwoord: Wat is
Tracy Chapman e regte naam?

Stuup julle antwoorde aan

Christi Speel Pop, VWB, Posbus 177,
Newtown 2113. ,

Die wennens word op 17 Jufie
aangekondig.
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he utimate achievement \lhought contol

DETERRING DEMOCRACY
By Noam Chomsky .
" Vintage, 1992 (R51,69)

*MARK BEARE

IN reading across the spectrum of in-
lernational current affairs one name
recurs with regularity as a benchmark
of critical thought. Noam Chomsky,
with a prestigious career as a leading
authority in linguistics as his anchor,
has ventured more and more into the
-realm of political discourse. He brings
to it a rigour and discipline born of a
lifetime in academia and an attitude
which is relentless in its focus on the
motivations of policy-makers.
Although there are fine writers who
ke a critical view of the process,
Chomsky is unparalleled in his con-
sistent application of his philosophy,
heing that: “policy is driven by the
twin goals of reinforcing the private
interests that largely control the state,
\nd maintaining an international envi-
ent in which they can prosper.”
Deterring Democracy, Chomsky’s
latest work, addresses two central is-
sues in the formation of the New
World Order - the end of the Cold War
and the search for alternative demons
1o justify US policy abroad and the
complicity of the mainstream media in
this process. He begins by positing
1wo opposing views of the Cold War.
The orthodox ideology, framed in the

National Security Council memoran- -

dum NSC 68 crafted by Paul Nitze in
1950, is as simple asa fairy tale - “There
are two forces in the word... In one
corner we have absolute evil; in the

other sublimity.” The nature of these

properties, the good of the American
Iree society and the evil of the Soviet
slave state, are held to be innate and
the memorandum’s lack of substan-
tive evidence reflects the fact that no
documentation is needed to validate
this perception. It is a view which has
heen echoed, without philosophical
amendment, for 40 years. Implicit in
this assumption of good and evil is the
notion that evil will seek world domi-
nation and that good “must be univer-
sal”. Mike Dukakis, when running for
the presidency in 1988, had the temer-
ity tosuggest that anyone who wanted
to understand the ideological under-
pinning of the Vietnam War had only
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to watch Star Trek re-runs on TV. The
irredeemable Klingons, evil tothe core,
the galaxies that wished for democ-
racy and freedom even if they only
dimly perceived what it might be and
our noble crew of the USS Enterprise
- these characterisations could be
interspliced with clips of military advi-
sors in ‘Nam and the only way you
could tell the difference would be by
the fact that the two parties wore
different ritual attire. :

CHOMSKY, HAVING DEFINED the ideo-
logical construct, then looks at the
Cold War as an historical process. He
presents a radically different scenario.
He argues that the philosophy of NSC
68 reflected a realisation that capital-

ism, unfettered by state intervention, -

had been largely discredited by the
Depression of the 1930s, which had
only been lifted by the military build
up for the Second World War. Thus
the post war entrenchment of the
“military-industrial complex”, a struc-
ture which functioned “as a welfare
state for the rich with a national secu-
rity ideology for population control
following the prescriptions of NSC
68.” The primary impetus behind the
Cold War was to protect and foster the
interests of capital both domestically
and in the exploiting of resources
internationally. So the collapse of the
USSR raised serious questions for
policy-makers, who flailed around in
the 1980s trying to demonise Arab
terrorists and Hispanic narcotraffickers
to bolster the flagging philosophical
basis for the continued flow of funds
to the military-industrial complex. The
Medellin cartel in Colombia became a
keytarget of the much vaunted war on
drugs. The most significant interven-
tion was the supply of military aid to
Colombia. There are inconsistencies
in this approach - the main support for
the cartel lies in paramilitary groups
which they have set up with the collu-
sion of wealthy landowners and mili-
tary officers. Thus to fund the military

indirectly finances the consolidation

of the cartel’s grip on power. Chomsky
arguesthat this is in line with unstated
policy - to maintain the fear of the
enemy for domestic population con-
trol and to support existing elites in
Colombia. The latter is a natural con-
comitant of the protection of domestic

interests, creating a vehicle for the
maintenance of access to resources.

The case of Noriega in Panama is
another which fits this profile, and
Chomsky goes onto explain how and
why it goes wrong:

“Noriega’s career fits the standard
pattern. Typically, the thugs and gang-
sterswhom the US backs reach a point
intheir careers when they become too

independent and too grasping, outliv-

ing their usefulness. Instead of just
robbing the poor and safeguarding
the business climate, they begin to
interfere with Washington’s natural
allies, the local business elite and
oligarchy, or even US interests di-
rectly. At that point, Washington be-
gins to vacillate; we hear of human
rights violations that were cheerfully
ignored in the past... By 1986-7, the
only question was when and how
Noriega should be removed...”

OPERATION JUST CAUSE restored the
white European elite, toppled by the
Torrijo’s coup of 1968, and Bush’s $1
billion aid package included $400
million to finance the purchase by
Panama of US products, $150 million
to pay off bank loans and $65 million
in guarantees for US investors. It was
business as usual, with kickbacks in
place for the US investors and the US
taxpayer picking up the tab.

How does the US government jus-
tify the process of “restoring order” to
the errant regimes?

Chomsky quotes a US Embassy of-
ficial in Guatemala on the mechanism
forthis. First the US cuts off military aid
and threatens attack, whereupon the
besieged country turns to the Soviet
bloc for arms to repel them:

We thus compel Guatemala to

- /defend itself from our threatened at-

|

tack, thereby creating a threat to our
security which we exploit by destroy-
ing the Guatemalan economy so as to
provoke a military coup or an actual
Communist takeover which will jus-
ify our violent response - in self-
fense. Here we see the real meaning
e phrase ‘security threat’...”

thorny problem of what
Chomsky calls “population control”
becomes more and more difficult to
resolve - the domestic US population
will not accept the service of corporate
interests in the sub-ordination of the

Third World without a significant en-
gineering of consent. The bias of the
mainstream media is the central plank
in this design but other methods used
to refine the process. One such was
the presidency of Ronald Reagan.
Chomsky states that, in effect, the US
functioned without a chief executive
for eight years and that it is scarcely fair
to blame the policies of the Adminis-
tration on its symbolic head. Many
commentators have noted thisand the
Iran-Contra hearings made concrete
the lack of interest in holding Reagan
accountable,

Chomsky takes it one step further:
“State capitalist democracy has a cer-
tain tension with regard to the locus of
power: in principle, the people rule,
but effective power resides largely in
private hands ... One way to reduce
the tension is to remove the public
from the scene ... The Reagan phe-
nomenon offered anew way toachicve
this fundamental goal of capitalist
democracy. The office of the chief
executive was, in effect, eliminated in
favour of a symbolic figure constructed
by the public relations industry to
petform certain ritual tasks ... This is a

. major advance in the marginalization

of the public.”

ANOTHER MEANS OF CONTROL was in
the Administration’s “yeaming for de-
mocracy” where the legitimacy of
governments no longer rested on ef-
fectiveness but in their conformity to
the democratic process. Should they
not comply US intervention was sanc-
tioned. In order to understand what is
meant by this - and why South Korea,
South Africa and El Salvador were not
candidates- one hastounderstandthe
meaning of the term “democracy”. It
means the “unchallenged rule by elite
elements” who respect the needs of
US investors and who have the appro-
priate forms for being ratified by sec-
tors of the population, The concept of
democracy was one which found much
favour in the press corps which has-
tened to the defence of the process.
In order to illustrate this most fully
Chomsky turns to Nicaragua, a coun-
try to which he has devoted much
attention in recent years. The toppling
of the vicious Somoza regime by the
Sandinista forces in 1979 led to the
installing of a government which was



clearly inimical to US interests. The
Nicaraguan story in the 1980s gave
much hope for the process of democ-
ratisation - despite immense US pres-
,sure, the economy grew far more
quickly than Nicaragua’s Central Ameri-
can counterparts and there was a sig-
nificant redistribution of income and
growth in social services. It was an
achievement lauded by, amang oth-
ers, the American Development Bank

and the World Bank, the latter regard-

ing it as “better than anywhere in the
world” in some respects. In order to
stem this the US engaged in a series of
covert actions, centred on the funding
of the Contra army, a motley force
comprising largely members of
Somoza’s National Guard. The agitprop
noted above was deployed in force
against the evil Sandinista regime and,
when all else failed, the ill fated Iran-
Cl:ontra operation came into its own.

THE 1990 ELECTIONS IN Nicaragua pro-
vide a focal point for Chomsky's analy-
sis. The subversion of the democratic
process at the time of the election was
massive in scale and clear in intent.
Having spent a decade undermining
the Nicaraguan economy it was clear
to Nicaraguans, the New York Times
noted, that the US funded opposition
UNO party had accessto the necessary
US funds to relieve the economic
crisis. UNO duly won the election and
the Latin American press was almost
universal in its condemnation of an
clection which was “legal but not
just.” The US press, by contrast, was

warm in its praise. Hugh Sidey of Time

magazine wrote a piece urging “a little
fairness” to Reagan who had, at a cost
of only $300 million and few American
lives lost, achieved what they had
sought - an affirmation of the quest for
freedom.

On the so-called left the New Re-
public celebrated a victory for Nicara-
guans stating that those who sup-
ported the Contras “can feel vindi-
cated in the outcome”. The New York
Timesheadlined Americans “united in
joy” over the result. The monitors of
the media in the US could not find a
single statement arguing that a
Sandinista victory might be the best
for the country. Even journalists who
felt so inclined did not speak out. It
was, Chomsky avers, the “ultimate
achievement of thought control”. As-
guments against the prevailing ortho-
doxy lack cognitive meaning and can-
not be uttered without ridicule and a
stream of abuse.

Noam Chomsky is a polemicist, and
unashamedly so. He sets up a_gentral
congeit - that all policy is dlctatedAbY
the_imperative of entrenching privi-

Jege and securing access to resources.
e e m————————
The astonishing rigour with which he

addresses this conceit, and marshals
information to support it, make a read-
ing of his work an experience which
is unlike most, if not all, others. One
can argue that the real world is not as
conspiratorial and venal as he depicts
it but there is a core argument which
‘remains highly persuasive. It is a diffi-
cult read, dense and extensively re-
searched, but if you make it through it
can daxnn near change your life.
(Distributed in South Africa by Random
entury Tel: 786-2983)

RICHARDBARTLE

Wat deur Cosaw na Suid-Afrka genooi s

NANCY MOREJSN beskryt haarself as 'n kind van
die sestigerjare - die jare van rock ‘nroll, maar in
die Kuba van haar jeug ook die tyd van Ché
Guevara {wat sy dikwels aanhaal), enFidel Castro.
Sy was vyftien toe die revolusie onder Castro se
leiding die oorwinning behaal het,

Sy praat met haristog - ‘n hartslog wat haar
aangevuur het deur die jare waarin sy geduldig en
waardig geveghetomdieregtevanhaar mense en
haarkuns, Sy beskou haarselfnie netas‘nKubaan
nie, maar ook as ‘n Amerikaner-wantdie Amerikas
behels veel meer as net die VSA, s8 sy.

Die kunsinstituut Casa de las Americas (*Huis
van die Amerikas”} in Havana, waar sy direkteur
van die Sentrum vir Karibiese Studiels, Isin 1959
gestig. Die Instituut loof Jaarliks 'n literére prys uit
vir skryfwerk uit enige deel van die Amerikas. Dit
sluit werk in Frans, Engels, Portugess, Spaans en
Kreools in. Die Casa huisves ook een van die
omvattendste versamelings Latyns-Amerkaanse
kuns.

‘Toe ek ‘n tiener was, was skryfwerk 'n instru-
ment van revolusie. Nou is dit 'n instrument van
rekonstruksie,” s8 Morejon.

“n Skrywer se vernaamste taak is om goed te
skryf-wantas ‘nskrywer nieidees goedkanoordra
nfe, dan gaan die ware betekenis van letterkunde
verlore.

*As letterkunde ‘n instrument is, dan is dit die
skrywer se plig om daardie Instrument te vorm
sodat dit goele diens verrig.”

Sedert Morejon se eerste digbundelin 1962, toe
sy 18 was, het sy verskele bundels gepubliseer.
Haar werk Is al wyd vertaal en bestudeer.

*Min mense besef watter Inspanning dit is om
solfs net vier redls te skryf,” s& sy en verwys na
Flaubert, wat een bladsy 37 keer oorgeskryf het.
(Sy het ‘n graad in die Franse letterkunde behaal
aan die Universiteit van Havana.)

‘Dle samelewing ontvang die vrugte van die
kunstenaar se moelte - maar sien nle die hart,
bioed en bene van die kunswerk nie.”

Morejon s& sy tref ‘n onderskeid tussen die
samelewing en die staat. *Die staat Is soos ‘n
boodskapper - soms ‘n slegte boodskapper en
soms nle te sleg nle, maar noolt ‘n goele
boodskapper nie.” ’

Kunsis‘nregen‘'nplig, maardie staatmanipuleer
ditvir ele doeteindes, s8 sy. Hoewel kunsoutonoom
Is, behels die skeppingsproses n diepgaande
begripvandie samelowing. Maar aliskunsbelangrik
vir die samelewing, is die geskiedenis van kuns ‘n
sindroom van die verdeeldheid tussen kuns en die
samelewing.

Kuns is nie 'n abstraksle nie en behoort geborg
to word deur die samelewing - maar kunstenaars
durf nooit die slawe te word van disgene wat die
geld voorsien nie.

“DIS JAMMER DAT skrywers in sosialistiese lande
‘nsalaris gekryhet,” s8 sy, “want as ekvir'n salaris
skryt, sal ek sonnette of gedigte vir my werkgewer
skryf. My skrytwerk sal nie helder enlewend wees
nle. Ché Guevara was reg van die begin teen
salarisse gekant.”

Skrywers, het hy ges8, most nie behandel word

e diqter as bouer

geselsmetieKubaansedigt erNancyMorejon

s00s akademici met beurse nie. Morejon weierom
as skrywer deur ‘n beurs onderhou te word. Sy
maak n bestaan uit vertaalwerk en navorsing.

*As‘nmens 'n projek aanpak verwag Jy nie geld
nie, maaronsis nieskaamom solidariteittevra nie,
want Kuba is ‘n arm land,” 58 sy.

Sy haal Gabriel Garcia Marquez aan, wat sy
toespraak by die opening van die rolprentskool op
‘nplaasbuiteHavana afgesluithet met diewoorde:
*Ons aanvaar donasies.”

Morejon ondersteun haar land, al is dit arm, al
het dit foute begaan en al het dit nie die beste
geskiedenis van demokrasie nie. Kuba is meer as
Fidel se dwaasheid, s8 sy - dis nég ‘n droom nbg

‘n nagmerrie.

“*Kubahetdie reg omteoorlesf engeen regerlng
het die reg om te s8 ons most verdwyn nie. Kuba
moesherbouword terwyl ditheeltemal omringwas
deur vrees en dreigemente. Die verhaal van Kuba

. Is die verhaal van Dawid en Goliat.

*Kuba is net 90 myl van die VSA en dit hou ‘'n
gedurigebedreigingin. Sedert 1989 oorleefons die

mother

My mother had no patio garden

but rocky islands

floating in delicate corals

underthesun. '

Her eyes mirrored no clear-edged branch
but countless garrottes.

What days, those days when she ran
barefoot

over the whitewash of orphanagss,

and didn't laugh

or even see the horizon.

She had no ivory-inlaid bedroom,

no drawing-room with wicker chairs,
and none of that hushed tropical stained-
glass.

My mother had the handkerchief and the
song

to cradle my body’s deepest faith,

and hold her head high,

banished queen -

She gave us her hands, like preclous
stones,

before the cold- remains of the enemy

- Nancy Morején

Nancy Morején...
vervreemding het die wéreld besmet.”

“Die siekte van

{Foto: Richard Bartlett)

tweede handelsverbod, wat gevolg het op die
mislukking van die kommunisme in Oos-Europa.

“DisfoutewatKubabegaan het, is corspronklike
foute en moetdeur Kubane self reggestelword,” s8
Morejon. “Onshetdiepotensiaal omselfteverander
-en nie nate boots wat ander wil hé ons moet doen
nie. Kuba het al slegte dinge nageboots, maar dis
nie die belangrikste nie. Dis ons bestaan wat saak
maak. :

“Wanneer jy midde-in‘noorlogis, Is die probieem
nie watter kant toe jy moet gaan nie, maar hoe om
1o corlewe.”

IN HAAR TOESPRAAK oor “Voorberelding vir die
demokrasie” op Cosaw se jaarvergadering in
‘Blosmfontein op 20 Junie het Morején gesa die
geskiedenis van die demokrasle is heg verbind
met die VSA.

“Ekverwerp dieidesvan demokrasie as dit deur
die heerserskias gebruik word om ge=»elens en
die lewe te manipuleer en ek het 'n weersin in die
ldee dat demokrasie slegs deur die mense van die
VSA beheer word. Demokrasie kan nie slegs aan
'nregering behoort nis.”

Dis nie net Kuba wat moet verander nie, maar
die VSA ook, s8 sy. "Dink ‘n bieljie daaraan: die
VSA kon juig oor perestroika (in die voormalige
Sowjet-Unie) - en tos net'n paar maande later val
hulle Panama in.”

Vra 'n mens haar waarom sy so heftig teen die
VSA uitvaar terwyl sy Engels met n Amerikaanse
aksent praat, s8 sy sy haat nle die VSA se kuituur
nie. “Hoekan enigiemandjazzhaat-dis sousimpel
wees. Dis net presidente en le&rs waarvan ek nie
hou nie.”

En wat Is die rol van podsie in die stryd om te
oorlewe?

“Indiehartvandié proseshetkuns enletterkunde
‘npragtige rol. Alvegons 'n stryd, hetons ‘nregen
'n plig tot podsie, selfs as vermaak. Dink net: al
word ons land op georkestreerde wyse deur die
VSA bedrelg, maak ons kuns. Dis ongeloofiik.
Kuns bring skoonheld.

“Ek glo die ideale utople is moontiik. Die siekte
van vervreemding hetdiewéreldbesmet. Waarom
nie droom nie? Kuns kan die beste utopie skep.”

Vanjaarword Christopher Columbus seaankoms
In die Amerikas 500 jaar gelede In herinnering
geroep - maar Morejon $8 dit moenie gevier word
nie, dit moet eerder herdenk word. “Hoe kan Jy
geweld en die grootste menseslagting in die mens
se geskiedenis vier?" '

Maar ‘n mens moet Columbus ook nie beledig
nie, s8 sy. Hy verdien respek, want die wéreld het
verander nadat hy Amerika toe gesel het.

SE

ILD°PNS

DIE B°EKWINKEL MET DIE
KOFFIEWINKEL

Eastgate, Ingang 5
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Dawid Minnaar en Anna Mart van der
Maerwe: die span van Konings
saam op die verhoog

-

snot en trane en gragpe

Reza de Wt se Mirakel word op die hooffees aangebied en verskuif daama na de
Momentum-Teater n die Staatsteater, Pretoria. ANDREA VINASSA gee ‘n voorskou-

“INdie eerste trilogie het sy die duiwels

uitgedrywe. In dié trilogie roep sy die-

engele in,” s& Dawid Minnaar, wat
Abel speel. Abel is ‘n akteur-in ‘n
armoedige teatergroep wat tydens die
Depressie van die dertigerjare die
platteland met ‘n produksie van
Elkeman deurreis. Teater bevind hom
nou in dieselfde dilemma as destyds
en Mirakel handel oor ‘n akteur wat
kunstenaar word.

Die eerste trilogie bestaan uit Digpe
Grond, Op. Dees Aarde en Nag
Generaal, en Mirakel begin nog een.
Dis ‘n tragi-komedie wat die
Middeleeuse mirakelspel in
herinnering roep. “Die wonderwerk
wat gebeur, is baie klein en fragiel,
maar baie betekenisryk.

“Mirakel is magies en verskriklik
toeganklik. Heavy ook,” sé Minnaar.
“Daar is beslis ‘n ontwikkeling in Reza
se skryfwerk. Dit is meer magical. Dit
is ongelooflik wat Reza met die taal
doen. Deur eenvoudig te werk gaan
skep sy ongelooflik baie dimensies. Sy
1yg die eenvoud so aanmekaar soos
sérels. Die karakters ervaar emosies
ie suiwer - suiwer woede, suiwer

+ Die verhaal lyk s6: Die flambojante
enidealistiese leier van die geselskap,
Danté du Prez (Patrick Mynhardt) sal
enigiets doen om die geselskap tered.
Hulle beland in Abel se geboorte-
dorpie. Dis winter en wit geryp. Abel

se ryk vrou (Lerina Erasmus) woon\

nog op die dorp. Sy koop die geselskap
om om hom te verraai sodat Abel by
haar kan bly. Intussen is sy geliefde,
die swanger Lenie (Anna Mart van der
Merwe), lid van die geselskap. Sy is 'n
Depressie-kind en Abel’hou haar aan
die lewe. Sy sterf van die ellende. Wat
is ‘n Afrikaanse stuk sonder snot en
trane?

Maar, sé Minnaar, die stuk is ook
skreeusnaaks. Annelisa Weiland is
terug op die verthoog as die fading
actress op soek na ‘n tantrum om te
gooi. Sy het die volwassenheid van ‘n
11-jarige enmoet leer dat die lewe van
‘n actress nie so glansryk is soos sy
gedroom het nie. Frantz Dobrowsky
speel Antoine, die slegte akteur wat
maar saam kruip.

“Die werk “is broos. Jy moet jou
storie ken, Jy moet soos ‘nkoorddanser
wees om die regte balans te kry.”

Dirty Hands Productions
presents... Cultural .
commissars put their
creativity on the line with
Some of Our Best Friends
are Cultural Workers, a
critical send-up of the
days of the cultura!
boycott and the cultural desk. Written by Mike
van Graan (left), Cosaw's National Projects
Officer, and performed by himself and
Cosaw's General Secretary, Junaid Ahmed,
the plece of satire is on at the B2 Arena in the
Monument. Bring your own tomatoes,

fthespi
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the Spectacle wi

PACT DRAMA is responsible for the first
ever South African staging of Wole
Soyinka’s Death and the King’s Horse-
man, opening on the main festival. It's
one of those colossal, stirring epics
that earned the “Nigerian Shakespeare”
a Nobel Prize in 1986,

Soyinka draws from the tradition of
his Yoruba culture, leading events to
the night of the king’s ritual crossing
into death. On this same night, how-
ever, the evil colonial inhabitants are
holding a masked ball and, true to the
global colonial experience, put a stop
to the silly religious stirrings because
the natives, they fear, are revolting.

Obviously this is what appealed to
director Francois Swart's operatic eye.

Caught between these two worlds
is the king’s son, returned from his
studies abroad, who comes to bear the
full responsibility and pathos of events.
It's pretty moving stuff from a play-
wright who has been strangely neg-
lected in South Africa.

Central roles are performed by Owen
L Sejaka, Michael McCabe, Mike

-Mvelase and Peter Se Puma. Lindy

Roberts is back with a huge, simple set
which perfectly juxtaposes the “ex-
otic” world of the inhabitants with the

Wole Soyinka

sterililty of the colonial interiors. Jane
Gosnell illuminates events, Nomsa
Manaka is the choreographer, and
composer George Lee acts as musical
advisor.

Death and the King’s Horseman is
widely regarded as Soyinka’s most
important work to date and provides

* a sensitive account of -the modern

African dilemma. There's also some
deep, spiritual musing, but don’t worry,
if that doesn’t get you, the spectacle
will, CHARL BLIGNAUT

AWish s justa defour

LAST year playwright Ashraf Jamal's Sky en Czsch
made it to the “best of the fest” list. Jamal, who
established the Makeshift Moon Theatre Company
(MMTC), was described as a “cross between Sam
Shepard and Sam Beckett”. This year his contribu-
tionis notan original one, butfeatures anactor called
Chris Biko - he happensto be Steve Biko's uncle and
is a graduate of the Lee Strasberg Theatre Institute,

Ashraf Jamal

has worked with the Actors Conservatory Ensemble
in Los Angeles and The Negro Ensemble Company in New York.

Heiner Miifler's message Is one of emancipation from authoritarian and submissive cultures. This,
however, does notmean that he Is a boring old Marxist fart. David Peimer’s charmingly aesthetic
production of The Task attests to this. Here are Wits Drama's Alf Lekalakala en Yana Sakalarisina
scene from the play, which is on the Fringe.
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Biko reprises the role of Cliff, a truck driver, in Jamal’s production of The Woolgath-
erer, an American play written by William Mastrosimone. It deals with a chance meeting
between Cliff and Ross, a shop assistant. Biko performed opposite Meg Tilly at The
Lexington in Los Angeles.

Rose and Cliff have nothing in common except their loneliness. As the story unfolds,
they reveal their hopes and fears. “The alienated and desolate landscape of blue-collar
America fuses with the impoverished and disenfranchised landscape of South Africa,”
says Jamal. “The Woolgathereris translated or interpreted butnotforcedtofithere. The
overall effectis hybrid rather than indigenous.”

In this production Cape Town actress Denise Newman plays Rose. “Newman is a

~ familiar name In South African Theatre and film. But despite her vast experience, her

work with Barney Simon, Pieter-Dirk Uys, Darrell Roodt, her CV still reads - disenfran-
chised. She considers the role of Rose as a major breakthrough.

‘The aim of MMTC's production, while working with black actors, is to make the
questionandfetish ofrace incidental. Foregrounded s colourless and poeticexpression
of the ordinary, human and primal need for love. Graceful understatement Is the key.
The question MMTC asks its audience is: ‘Who do you love? Who do you really love?’
The sober reminder: ‘A wish is just a detour’.” ANDREA VINASSA



the puppets bare al

KATHY BERMAN isn't prejudiced. But she has decided that William Kentridge and
the Handspring Puppet Gompany's Woyzeck on the Highveli s quite byliant

“THERE are things you can do with
puppets that you just can’t do with live
actors,” says William Kentridge over a
particularly meaty mid-afternoon stew
at the Handspring Puppet Company's
fantasy headquarters in Kensington,
Johannesburg,

“Like stage realistic murders: You
can really prod a guy in the ribs with
aspade - and with force.” All you gotta
look out for are splintering fingers and
broken wooden arms.

“Yes, we'll be taking down lots of
glue to Grahamstown,” agrees Hand-
spring Puppet man, Basil Jones. So
much for violence. Puppets have other
advantages on stage. “Puppets make
such perfectly behaved babies. And
rthinoceroses, t0o0.” Eat your hearts out
cco-theatre boffs...

I's been eighteen months since
old-time friends and work associates
artist William Kentridge and Hand-
spring Puppeteers Basil Jones and
Adrian Kohler first decided to work on
i major project together.

What they came up with was an
indigenous version of the famousnine-
teenth century German tragedy,
Woyzeck - Woyzeck on the Highveld.
‘The Handspring Woyzeck premiéres
at the Grahamstown Festival and goes
onto a seven week run Upstairsat the
Market in September this year.

And, as could have been predicted,
taking this talented trio in mind, what
they came up with is utterly brilliant!
(And I'm not prejudiced).

WOYZECK IS A totally compelling and -

utterly credible combination of ani-
mated film, puppet performance, and

human manipulation - all moulded
into a deep and epic tale. Shadow and
rod puppets perform against an ani-
mated video background created by
artist and director, Kentridge. Puppet-
eer/actors include Louis Seboko, Tale
Motsepe and Busi Zokufa.

Probably the most startling aspect
of the production is the new (for

Handspring) approach to their pup-
pets.The puppets are not so “finished”
and high-tech moulded-looking as
usual. They’re inescapably bare in
their wooden-ness, and utterly ex-
pressive.

“William wanted to see the bare
unadulterated wooden puppet. Adrian
had to hold himself back from finish-

ing them in their usual way. But it's
worked! He worked-from William’s
drawings, sculpted and gouged, and
then split the faces and hollowed
them out - to make the puppets light
and manageable.”

And expressive. Deeply. Between
the five puppeteers, the intense light-
ing shadows and the dark episodic
tale, the ironies and tragedies spill
over. /

Which is not to say that the wit.
doesn’t slip through as well.

A PARTICULARLY engaging momenl
comes early in the piece. Woyzeck
(guided by puppeteers and actors
Kohler and Seboko) is laying a table
with intense concentration. Above the
puppet, avideo visually mimics, leads,
or plays against the action - with
animated objects darting across the
surface. A wry commentary on the
interplay of realities.

A later visual pun comes with two
smoking puppets who mime (with
real sqund effects from the puppet-
eers) blowing out (non-real) smoke
rings which sweep across the vidco
screen (animated charcoal drawings).
Complex and creative stuff this. But
utterly captivating.

Woyzek on the Highveld is set to
become a classic South African text.
Kentridge and Handspring have
melded the startling disjunctured
sounds, sights, music and experiences
of urban Africa within a classic tale of
class and sex anger, frustration and
deceit.

It's evocative, heady and utterly
non-wooden in presentation.

eisons i

JEEC xSRI

And you thought that Theatre for Africa was just into rhinos, oZone issues and trees? Well, this
year, Theatre for Africa have gone pink and feathery as well. They're presenting Marloe Scott
Wilson, Kevin Feather, Neill Solomon, Tessa Ziegler, the Doowah Girls, and more in their late-
night, smoke-filled, and inevitably ecologically-polluted venue, Cuyler Street.

But for those Grahamstown Gaia-groupies who have gotten used to the batty antics of the
company with their hard-hitting soctal and ecological subtexts, there's a toxic waste-basket full of
goodies: Raiders Iliis back, as well as the ever-greens, KwaManzi and Hom of Sorrow. And don’t
miss the annual Nativity. This year, the postal workers have been seduced by the sleazy

Cinderella story.

1

On the main fest is Ellenbogen’s Elephant of Africa, co-directed with Cralg Freimond, with mime-
artist Christopher Goetsch, about a bull elephant’s trek through the continent, and on the fringe is
Nick Goes Native, directed by Lara Foot. Set in Gallo Manor, it's gyrating with gardeners,
nouveau riche and Japanese. Then there's thespian Aunt Ivy in Live With Ivy and The Taking
Picture Show. Dancer and choreographer, Jeanette Ginslov, mixes with the mermaids in Midzimu
(see plc featuring Phillippa de Villiers in flippers). And don't miss the mime workshops with

Christopher Goetsch,

oversounds

It's late, you’re hopping and
you just wanna jump through
the smoky haze? Then head
off to the giffest jol in town:
The Powerstation, home to
the pioneers of world music in
this country, Shifty Music.
Just slip in to the groove with
Algerian Rai, Ethiopian Funk,
Zairean Rhumba, Columbian
Cumbia, Ragamuffin and
more. Late Late night, it’s live
with the blustery musings of
the mean man of boerepunk,
that urban hero, Bernoldus -

Niemand and his old-time

backing band, The Cherry
Faced Lurchers.
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a00nsal in the blood

fyou thought AndreM{ rBuckland had beate
gn body - a baby bo

Inthe Blooastreamw
C)Ae Who find a fore

Andrew (Erythr Cyte) Buckland,
Li (Luke O'Cyte) Newman, and Dimitre.

)

» 3

himand L Newman. B

- Somewhere betweer

Andrew, were you green band-
wagoneering when you concelved of
the story?
I needed a hero for the story. | had been
- thinking a lot about trees as individuals
and what consciousness they had.
Ihadn’t started outby saying that | must
make an ecology play. | needed a hero
that took people by surprise - -like the
Parktown Prawn in Ugly Noonoo. The
idea of a Bonsal as a stage-prop was the
intial image. '

And your work with Li Newman? One
critic has sald that partners can some-
.. imes be percelvedas athreat. How do
you classlify this relationship?

| worked with Li on The Good Soldier
Svejk. Then I did a mime project at the
MarketLaboratory where he wasinvolved.
From then on, | was itching to work with
him. I felt that I'd reached a point where |
was interpreting my own ideas in a par-
ticular way and needed fresh inspiration.
L's not only an inventive actor but also
courageous. He goes one step further.
He takes an idea and makes it his own.

But there Is a clear political message
too...

Often politics is how people manipulate
others. The most obvious lesson is : For
God's sake give everyone the fucking
vote. All the other rhetorical shit is just
rubbish.

(It was at about this time that I noticed
- Buckland beginningto change, grow kinda

diminutive, bonsai-like andleafy, andstart
speaking as Dimitre;)

What you must understand, is that | was
in dire straits. | knew that for me to be

32
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disposed of in the manner that R Sole
would do was disastrous for life on earth.
Not that Reggle was particularly aggres-
sive about trees. It was just his way of
earning a living...

I'd often feared what was about to
happen to me. I'd been warned about
humans. This was the first time in 90
years that! wasto be attacked by anaxe.
lappealedtothe Universal CourtofKarma.
1 knew it would be dangerous because |

would stop time and that would have

cosmic effects, but...

Once | was miniaturised | was in alien
territory - 1didn't speak the language, and
had to find someone to help me and
transport me. | wasn't mobile, you see.
Thank Whoever-It-Is that Luke found me.

t had the limited time of one hour to find
the mind and the Decision Making Faculty
and change it (the mind).

| didn’t know what to expect.

Erythr, where did your journey
(through the bloodstream) begin?
Luke and | have had a long history - from
the time we metin the bone marrow. We
heard about each other from different
bones. We met in the carotid artery. |
think we bumped into each other. Most of
the other blood cells didn't have the same
interests as we did. They were only inter-
estedinwhetherthe Oxygenwasontime,
and whether we had seen any germs
lately.

I secretly admired Luke’s aspirations to
be heard but | mocked him a lot. He's an
idealist and has a great vision of himself
as a secret agent operative.

('m more aware of the danger of the
Conscious Intelligence Army [CIA))

Although | was aware ofthe anatomical
injustices goingon, | was still more fearful

the Ugl
sa|
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than he of repercussions - | was more
inhibited than he. It takes something of a
Dimitre to force me into journey. Luke is
more open.

Are you climbing on the green band-
wagon?

No, it had nothing to do with Green Is-
sues. The only reason | went along was
because Luke bamboozled me into this.
I mean, here was a germ that meant
trouble fromthe beginning. If Luke - whose
job it is to destroy invading pathogenic
germs - was caught assisting Dimitre our
lives would be In danger.

Luke, would you conslider yourself a
treshugger?

Chuckle. Now... YES. Yes definitely. It
was fortunate that Dimitre's quest was
linked to our quest as members of the
Sub-organal underground. (Freedom
Fighters).

When | sensed Dimitre’s depressionin
a quagmire of delusion, | realised it was
necessary to take more active role.

I just knew that he was a good tree. |
read his DNA print-out from the Court of
Karma. He was not a harmful or patho-
genic material.

Weas a bodyhugtreestoday. Wehave
taken Dimitre’s seed and we've gone into
forestry.

Do you still have contactwith Dimitre?
It is difficult because so many millions of
voices try to get a turn at the communica-
tion centres. Occasionally a single cell
gets a chance to communicate with
Dimitre. But the whole of R Sole’s con-
sciousness is moving closer. Because of
the ongoing oral tradition, the story of the
transformation is more known.

Noonooclan, wattuntilyou
playabout Erythrand LUK
the boay of their host, Reginald Sole,

0l ge caugh

Wealltend toreactas community now,
and not as individuals. Occasionally we
get together and feminisce about old
times.

It's less important now, though. All the
synapses (our subcultural theatre) have
spread the stories of Dimitre. But the
younger cell are a bit disbelieving now.
They say they understand all this old stuff
but they are a bit disbelieving....

You certainlytake yourselves very se-
riously
While it was happening and now that the
significance of the évent has become
clear, yes. Although we still chuckle
amongst ourselves, we have enormous
work to do in the body - before we can
fully awaken the silent body areas and
reach our full consciousness. This is an
ongoing thing. One unwillingly becomes
necessary leaders of the people. ‘You
werethere,’ they'li say. ‘Whatdidyoudo?’
The liver cells are forming their own
community structures andthe kidney cells
aswell. We are called in to settle disputes
between the left and right brain. We take
ourselves seriously because there is an
enormous lot of work to be done. And
democracy is the first step.

Is this a modern morality play? An
allegory of sorts?

" Yes itis an allegory. There is a quote by

Dimitre in the programme. The revolution
is required by the revolutiocn we need to
performonourselves. Nothing needtobe
crushed or overcome. We just need to
open our consciousness to the fact that
the bedy is part of a community. And, by
extension the community is oneself, the
family, the world, the universe. We must
acknowledge a community and intelli-
gencs in each part of it.
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aslice of intercultural tension
How i a white American director come to direct black South Afrcan actors
in an African-American play in Grahamstown? KATHY BERMAN finds out from

Richard Schechner

IT'S two o'clock on the Friday before
the Grahamstown Festival, and the
cast of Ma Ratney’s Black Bottom is
tired. They did their first run-through
last night, and now all their props are
gone. They look on resignedly as the
last prop - the piano - is wheeled out
of the room.

“It’s too bad guys, we'll just haveto

mime it,” shrugs American guest direc--

tor Richard Schechner.

“Yes, we'll give you acapella pi-
ano,” agrees the pianist with the itchy
fingers.

“And drums, and keyboards, and...”

The improv begins.

Ma Rainey’s Black Bottomiswritten
by African American playwright, Au-
sust Wilson, and is set in a recording
studio in Chicago in the 1920s. The
play is about a black jazz group. It's
about music, exploitation, and class.

And legendary (white) American
avant garde director, Richard Schech-
ner, has been imported to show us
how it's done - courtesy the United
States Information Service and the
Grahamstown Festival Commitee.

“I was visiting Cape Town as the
guest of Mavis Taylor. I stopped off
here [at Wits] for two days and did a
workshop with the students. I got to
talking with [Assistant Director, and
Wits lecturer] Carol Steinberg, and she
said why don’t we doa play. We spoke
about Shakespeare, and then gotonto
an African American play. I suggested
Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom. I think it's
just right.”

Right? A white American director,
directing black South African actors in
an African-American play? And why
not? Schechner after all is well known
in his country for his progressive po-
litical position. He was a director of
the Free Southern Theatre - the first
black/white theatre in the South in the
(0s. His credentials are okay.

“Obviously I'm a white male, but I
don't define myself as that, When Ifill
inthose bureacratic forms, Ilist myself

us ‘other’.”

So no. “I havent had any pro-
blems.

. “But first off I had to negotiate with
the director, who has never had a
white person direct his plays. But he
obviously saw something okay with
me, and my directing something here.

“And anyway,” Schechner explains,
“I think I have a lot more in common
with this work than a Shakespearian
piece or even an Ibsen, which deals
with bourgeois marriage and such
issues.” E

SOHEREHEis, a whltejewwh boy from
the ‘hood.

“I wanted to bring this particular
play - an African-American work - here
so that people can see the parallels
between the two countries and their
history and they can also see this kind
of writing - a black writer writing from
an American black consciousness point
of view - meaning something different
inthe American context thanit does in
the South African context.

“The black culture is a neighbour to
mine. The South African one is distant
to mine, but I'm sympathetic to it.”

Schechner also brings with him a
particular method. “Iam working with
this cast for eight hours a day, six days

. a week, for six weeks. I'm not only

directing this play but introducing a
method of work to the actors.”

Not one for conducting a cursory
day-long workshop and then dashing

Richard
Schechner

off, Schechner measures his worth in
commitment and results.

“The way of working and staging
with its multiple realities and the way
that it uses its spaces will have a ripple
effect. It'll start more people working
in this way.”

Unusual too for- an international
director with such a following is the
venue for this play. Ma Rainey is being

performed in the community hall in -

Grahamstown, where four of the twelve
performances will be free for the local
township community. “It’s part of so-
cial responsibility in the theatre,” says
Schechner.

“The play is about mnsunderstand-
ings. It's about intercultural tension
and disruptions as well as harmonies.
I'm doing a work of art that I think is
very significant politically. And I'think

" that art can provide that kind of ten-

sion - not so much understanding.
“And then there is the style. I'm
doing this in a more radical way than
it was ever done in New York. It was
done in a proscenium arch there, with
canned music. It was done well - but
it didn't reach out at the audience.”
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televisie

ELMARI RAUTENBACH SKRYF OOR DIE WEEK SE TV

STORIES OMDIEVRESE
TEBESWEER

DIE vader weet Suid-Afrikaanse TV-
kykers het ontvlugting nodig; iets
donsligs, iets sardonies vermaakliks -
cnigiets wat met ons werklikheid van
bloed en geweld en daaglikse nuusberigte
oor begrafnisse, politieke spanning en
dreigende ekonomiese ondergang niks
te make het nie.

Dis opvallend hoe al hoe meer mense
begin sé hulle kan selfs fiktiewe geweld
nie meer hanteer nie, lemand het selfs so
ver gegaan as omte sé as sy “gegrond op
‘n ware verhaal” sien, kyk sy eenvoudig
nie. Gee haar liefs ‘n uur of twee se
banale liefdesintriges in Egoli, Konings

se stryd tussen Dolf en Herman, of The .

Stmpsons op M-Net. Kykers wil vermaak
word - en as dié vermaak daarin slaag
om hulle boonop te laat lag oor die
"menslike swakhede, die absolute
stommiteit van mens-wees soos deur die
Simpson-gesin uitgebeeld, des te beter.
Wat kan ons Afrikaner-Calvinistiese
vrese beter besweer as Bart, wat ‘n
stemprojektortjie in die hande kry en dit
zebruik om die twee buurkindertjies te
Jaat dink hulle hoor die stem van God
wat hulle gebied om ‘n bord koekies uit
tesit vir diebuurseun, Bart Simpson... Of
Homer, wat moet ontdek die baba het
die vorige aand al dummy-suigend die
pad gevat agter haar ma aan wat ‘n ruk
lank op ‘n vetplaas wou ontspan..,
Ongelukkig het dit al meer van ‘n
mode in Amerika geword omtelevisie te
maak van ware gebeure. (Van “real to
reel” is dié verskynsel al gedoop.) En
misdaad en hof-ntriges is die grootste

bron van stories vir ‘n nuwe geslag TV-
skrywers. Deesdae het ons Rescue 911,
Unsolved Mysterles, Top Cops en Law
and Order- om net ‘n paar te noem op
TV1 en CCV. Voeg hierby mini-reekse

op M-Net soos My Name Is Stephen, To -

Catch a Killeren It, en die nuwe Street
Stories wat Donderdagaand om 7nm op
M-Net begin en oor “die sondebokke,
slagoffers enhelde” van ons hedendaagse
maatskaplike probleme gaan, soos
armoede, misdaad, siekte en belasting,
Almal is gegrond op werklike gebeure
en almal variasies op ‘ntema van geweld
en trauma. o o

‘n Reeks soos Rescue 911 gebruik
weliswaar dié tema om ‘n hoopvolle
noot te laat opklink, maar die grondslag
bly maar krisisse en dikwels bloed -
waarvan ons meer as genoeg het in die
nuus en aktualiteitsprogramme.

MISKIEN IS DIT ook die algemene gevoel
van depressiec waarmee deesdae se
nuusberigte ‘n mens laat dat selfs die
oeie goed op TV begin lyk of elkeen sy
ota flaters het.

Die nuwe L4 Law kom half suf voor,
Die sexy Sifuentes en kwasterige Kuzak
wis ongelukkig twee belangrike
trekpleisters en mens mis die karakters.
Die nuwe mannetjie wat die oggend se
besprekingsessie bywoon, so ‘n maer
donkerkoppie (nie die een wat die
Ferrari/Porsche/Jaguar van die_hand
gewys het nie), is ‘n non-event. Die sake,
so voel dit, is 6f voorspelbaar 6f s6
ingewikkelddat geenkop of stert daarvan
verstaan kan word nie, en van werklike
menslike drama is daar nie juis meer
sprake nie.

In Konings is die dik grimering en
onnatuurlike geelgrys gekleurde hare
van Ryno Hattingh irriterend - veral

omdat hy die enigste is wat so “sigbaar”
verouder. En word Dolf vervelig noudat
hy die een suksesvolle winkel nd die
ander het?

Van al die plaaslike produksies is The
Game is seker dié ideale ligte - sé maar
strooivermaak. Kom ons erken: rugby is
‘n passie in dié land, en om dit die tema
te maak van ‘ndramareeks - boonop met
die inwerk van Naas, sy verblyf en spel
in Rovigo, was behoorlik begeesterd. En
dan is Naas nog so seepglad ook in sy
spel, met ‘n spontane “Skop hom hierso
boetie. Skop hom,” met die afskop in die
Italiaanse eindstryd.

The Gameword ook gekenmerk deur
uvitsonderlike goeie toneelspel deur
mense soos Gavin Hood en Zane Meas,
Henrietta Gryffenbergenveral Ben Kobus
Koen Kruger - so “afie plaas” jou tande
kners daarvan. Dit laat ‘n mens wonder:
was die regse aktivis nou rérig nodig?
Hoewel die man so mal soos ‘n haas lyk,
het die amateuragtige skote van hom
watmet balaklawa, swartklere enalteen
‘n spierwit muur opklouter in verlede
week se episode eerder gelyk na ‘n
kleuter wat wil koekies steel as ‘n
opgeleide skerpskutteren terroris uit die
ou Rhodesi€. Opvallend was dat die
vloei in Woensdag se episode nie
onderbreek is deur dié los storie-draad
nie en dat die eindproduk baie hegter en
strate beter was as die vorige.

" VIRALMAL met voéltjiebreine of diegene
wat in sulke soort mense belang stel, is-

daar ook Dynasty, the Reunion,
Donderdagaande om 9nm op CCV, die
allerlaaste vier episodes van dié
oénskynlik nimmereindigende soap.
Saam met die einde van Dallas is dit
seker ook die einde van ‘n era - nogal

‘met ‘n skoot in stadige aksie van Blake

en Krystal wat na mekaar deur die vlak
brandertjies hardloop...

Force Zuly, ‘nreeks in Zoeloe op CCV
(Donderdagaande om 8nm), lyk ook
lekker - ‘n soort plaaslike Superman,
met Winston Gama as die onbeholpe
mechanic wat op ‘n gegewe oomblik in
Force Zulu verander - kompleet met
denims en boots, hande in
leerhandskoene en ‘n blink, kaaige-
skeerde kop...

Dat dié programme ons noodwendig
beter sal laat voel oor dit wat ons elke
dag omonssien enlees, isonwaarskynlik.
Maar dit is darem ‘n uur of twee se nie-
serebrale, op ‘n manier onskuldige en
boweal goed gemaakte ontvlug-
tingsvermaak wat ten minste ontspanning
bied voordat die aanslag van die Nuwe
Suid-Afrika opnuut trotseer moet word.

* Kuns op Eenehet onlangs van stel
verander envier nuwe aanbieders gekry
in‘npoging om meer kykers telok. Maar
die poging gaan verongeluk as die
Afrikaanse aanbieders gaan volhou om
‘n stokstywe kansel-Afrikaans te praat
at die indruk van pretensie en hoge
kuns wek. Chanté Hinds se onderhoud
met die jeugverhaalskrywer Barrie Hough
was ‘n verskrikking met tussenwerpsels
soos “absoluut, absoluut”, ‘n vraag soos
“Wend jy doelbewus ‘n poging aan om
beelde daar te stel?” (daar bestaan nie so
\n werkwoord in Afrikaans nie) en ‘n
pmerking soos “Kykers, ek sit nou
aandievoete van Gemali€l...” Komnou,
kom nou. Sulke oor-geesdriftigheid stel
die mens met wie gepraat word in die
verleentheid, terwyl die argaies deftige
Afrikaans waarskynlik die teen-
oorgestelde gaan doen as wat die
regisseur met die nuwe stel enaanbieders
beoog het.
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THE Everard Read Gallery, for allits excellences Is a wildly uneven dealership, and the
gallery space itself, in common with most upmarket concerns which cater more to a
social class than to an art public is the kind of environment where little or no distinction
is drawn between international detritus like (featured artists) Paul Wunderlichand Brian
Bradshaw and really fine painting like the Frank Auerbach currently on show at the
gallery. As long as there is a market for it, so the manifest and primarily economic "
thinking goes, well that is all the quality that really matters.

No doubt in the event the Read Gallery will be able to convince its buyers that the
collection of paintings by the now desperately elderly “proto-township” Eastern Cape
artist George Pemba are worth owning.

BUT THIS TASK COULD stretch the gallery’s not inconsiderable resources to the full. In
fact this particular collection of Pembas, a kind of a second string compilation after the
wildly successful “rediscovery” of Pemba which the gallery conducted lastyear, is one
of the most uncomfortable selections from the work of a single artist that this critic has
ever had the distress of seeing.

But it is instructively so. You can without very much difficulty distinguish the
excellence from the drek simply by reading off the date before you look at the picture.

With few exceptions either way paintings dated up to the 1970s are filled with
presence, monumentality and a poignant humanity, and those dated from the early
1980s to the present year are overblown, underconceptualised and reminiscent of a
whole range of often repeated anecdotal versions of things you didn't believe even the
first time around.

Itis as though somebody at a fairly closely identifiable date, sat the artist down and
explained to him what his putative role was in South African art.

To be something like - if not precisely - the Norman Rockwell of the South African
townships.

To look for the folksy, to be concerned with recording and illustrating the overtly
colourful in the lives of the people around him. To use his draughtsmanly facility rather
than his artistic struggle to record (or invent) expressive moments local to the
environment in which he was living. To serve as a kind of ambassador from his own
environment to the other world of his buying public.

In short it is around this time that Pemba ceases to reflect honestly on his experience
and to seek out instead the funky, the down-home, the picturesque. And more
particularly to see his work in the way his potential buyers would want to see it rather
than following the dictates of either the subject matter or his own consciousness.

BECOMING SUCH AN ILLUSTRATOR of the picturesque (or, equally, plous) aspects of
black life, Pemba became far less than he was already.

Itis harder to put one’s finger onwhatprecisely he was already, but paintings like one
showing anxious family gathered, with a priestattheir centre, around the sickbed of their
relative, do give a serles of clues. Here the very struggle to render, the very clumsiness
of some of the artist's technique generates a kind of solemnity and gravity. It imparts
to both figures and ground a monumental quality - a presence - which makes you feel
the subject matter in the essentially respectful way the artist did.

There is no hyperbole, no false emotion generated, just an honest and intensely
experienced response being captured in all its banality, simplicity - and grandeur.
Overall it is something crucial about experience as a great mystery and the artist as
acolyte.

Inasimilarway, Pemba's earliertreatement of themesrelating to African experience,
his recordings of tribal appearances and life in the “locations” are straightforward and
particular. There is little overt commentary and even less obvious striving after the

emotive. The artist has done what a chronicling artist is called upon to do, that is trust

the image to speak for itself without the mediation of his reason.

IN THE BODY OF the later work, however, the immediacy and integrity of the vision has,
dramatically, been lost. The paintings fall prey to their own preconception - and then
to their own sentiment. Pieces like the example from the Pennies from Heaven series
- which shows a woman at a window clutching at falling coins - end up being little more
than mechanical workings out of previously plotted ideas. The figuration itself testers
dangerously close to the edge of racist caricature to boot; the artist suddenly and more
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or less inexplicably finds the simian in the negroid physiognomy, where earlier his eye
was far more particular and sensitive to dignities.

The variations on show of the township preacher are equally unconvincing in the way
theybalanceldea - the suspiciously American stereotype of the preacherin his coattails
declaiming, the rapt audience all wearing not only one expression but one caricatured
face - against the specificities of what is actually observed.

Itis an ungenerous thing to say, but the latter work reads uncomfortably like Uncle
TomPemba'’s “Life in the Townships”. Even in what is probably the most interesting of
the later works, a piece illustrating a commuter train attack with faceless assassins
hailing bullets, and victims scattering in terror, one still feels, in the face of all the
worthiness of the attempt to depict such horrors, that Pembalacks eitherthe experience
or insight which would qualify him to really illuminate them.

Itis art by the remote control of a white and essentially ignorant buying public. And’
itis sad, the fate which has befallen Pemba, not simply because he was so good in his
earlier period - he wasn't, he had a certain talent which could, properly developed, have
become something important - nor simply because we as a society are so desperately
in need of credible black artists to build up intoa tradition, but mainly because something
that was signally human was cheapened and degraded.

THIS OF COURSE IS not the responsibllity of the Everard Read Gallery. Inthe end itis
justanotherstunting effected by the twisted history of this country, and more specifically
by the alienation of the black artist from his or her buying public. Something very similar
happened to that other candidate for retrospective canonisation, fellow pre-township
artist Gerald Sekoto, when he left South Africa for a European diaspora, and any
number of other painters, draughtspeople and graphic artists subsequently.

Butit is hard not to feel that somehow we have all been lessened - and lessened in
about the same measure as Pemba’s art.
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theatre

opellng the beast

Bamey Simon'sproducion of Chian playwright and noveistArel Dorfran's Death and the Maiden s
perfectltimed -the moraldlemmas,the possibilty for btrayal and impossibilty of purgation, and the futity
of vengeance aré encapsulated in this chilling thriler. CHARL BLIGNAUT reviews

ARIEL DORFMAN'S Death and the
Maiden was the darling of the season
on Broadway before causing a similar
sensation on the West End. It’s one of
a rare breed of plays that succeeds,
without rhetoric and hysteria, in ad-
dressing both the intellectual and the
emotional effects of 2 new political
order, yet at the same time packs a
tight theatrical punch.

It's hardly surprising that Dorfman
wanted a production of Death andthe
" Maiden for South Africa. It speaks
directly to any country emerging from
a dictatorship (in' his case Augusto
Pinochet’s rule of terror in Chile) and
. intothe full glare of democracy. Bamey
Simon’s production atthe Market Thea-
tre couldn’t possibly be more timely
than this.

It's a simple story about a morally
difficult time in history. How can one
simply forgive and forget the deeds of
the past without a tangible taste of
justice? The action takes place at the
heach house of Gerardo (Ramolao
Makhene) and Paulina (Terry Norton),
a couple who've both survived the

struggle. But, whereas he is at the start
of a promising political career in the
new government, extolling the virtues
of democracy and eager for his coun-
try to get a life, she’s a wreck, haunted
by memories of being raped and tor-

" tured at the hands of the old order,

nervously reaching for her gun each
time a car pulls into the driveway.
One drunken night Gerardo’s car
breaks down and the charming doctor
Roberto Miranda (Robert Whitehead)
gives him a lift home. Paulina is con-
vinced that this is the man that tor-
tured her and the next morning a new
woman has emerged, holding a gun at
the head of the bound and gagged
doctor, determined to put him to trial
and to get to the truth along her own
terms instead of leaving it in the hands
of some or other perpetually ineffec-
tive commission of justice. From this
point on there’s no letting up as the
characters battle through the day, the
following night and the next moming,
wearing one another down to erase
the pain of the past. Take a goodie, a
baddie and an emotionally unstable

woman toting a gun and you've got a
thriller that keeps an audience pretty
much entranced.

. THIS KIND OF theatre calls for a near

perfect creation of characterand it is in
this regard that Dorfman doesn’t quite
allow one to feel that the piece has
lived up to its full potential. Terry
Norton is magnificent, playing on the
edge from beginning to end. Not for
one second does she lose sight of the
little of Paulina she has to go on,
wavering between shuffles and strides,
tears and laughter. Most importantly,
she never lapses into angst or melo-
drama as a less experienced actress
would, but retains all the necessary
frustration, intensity and style of a
character that is presented on a largely
emotional level. .
Ramolao Makhene does full justice
to Gerardo, . capturing the love and
fear of a husband, the glibness of a
liberal lawyer and the apparent weak-
ness of a man with a big heart. Robert
Whitehead is chilling, calm, poised
and eloquent, and would be more so

0 See the world anew

Director NEIL McCARTHY and writer JAMES WHYLE have beenworking buddies forever. Here
they chat to each ofher about thir atest venture, Hellhound, which is on at The Laager

James: Robert Greig [Business Day's theatre
" aitic] referred to the production as Helibound
throughouthisreview. Doyouhave any comment?

Nell: It just goes to show. My tum to ask you
something. Has your relationship with the Bard
been altered through this process?

James: No. My relationship with Hellhound has
- been altered. Isn't thereal question here: Havewe
succeeded? ,

Nell: it's a hardone. Iknow that Ifeel proud of what
isthere. Iknowthat thetaskwhichwe set ourselves
was massive, toreinterpret a classical tradition, o
do so with both style and passion, and the task is
rendered all that moredifficult by the fact thatithas
been attemptod many times before. And yes, we
have done something. We exceeded my expecta-

tions, and they were always high. How do you feel
about it?

James: Workhas been done. But an empty theatre
isamockery ofour dreams. Does an empty theatre
mean not enough has been done?

Nell: Oh no. Here we are agaln. | have stared at
more empty theatres in my life than full ones. If |
believed the free market artists and believed that
success was only quantifiable through box-office
returns | wouldbe a copywriter by now. But | don't
know many more empty theatres 1 can look at, and
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more importantly, | don't know how many more
thealre itself can afford. These are tough times,
And | suppose itis hard to hold onto thisimage of
oneself as a communicator and creator of chal-
lenging pieces of art if there is no-one there to be
communicated with or challenged. So yes, Itis
something of a reflection of failure, But the failure
Is both ours and the audience's.

James: We must be brief when traitors brave the
field.

Nell: You saying I'm going on a bit?

James: A touch, The punter pays R20 or more. i
we entertain and uplift him. if we make him laugh
and cry and see the world anew, he will do it

happlly. :

_ Nelk: Ithink what that R20 means is that the punter

islesspronetotake arisk anditisrisky theatre that
we are creating here. Perhaps life itself has be-
come too shocking to risk being shocked in the
theatre as well, and have to pay R20 for the
experience on fop of it.

James: Perhaps we succeeded in shocking, but
notuplifting. Infact, we could do nothing but what
we did. But | befieve that next time it will be a lot
better. Yes?

Nell: Is upliftment a necessary part of theatre?

I
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James: Vital,

Nell: Curse you and your economic style. Maybe
you're right, especially now. 1 think upliftment
comes in curious guises. | believe that itis uplifting
fo see people coming fo grips or even attempting
to come to grips with their lives as they are, and not
as they should be. And | feel thatis part of what we
were doing here. Let's not be 1oo down on our-
selves.

James: Ah. I that door opens for an audience. If
they see with new eyes! We are speaking religion
more profound than you would find in any church,
Butan audience should NEVER feel that a piece’s
purpose is 1o improve them. It is not to confront
lives. It is to see the world anew. And it must
happenby osmosiswhile people areinvolvedin the
story.

Neil: Nice to hear you singing the praises of the
sjory. The story was our major quest in Hellhound.

James: Yes, and partofitwe foundtogether. Look,
90 percent of the crits were excellent. 've seenthe

\piece ldon'tknowhow many times and I've always

joyed it.

Nelt: It \;vas good for me too. With a full audience
it takes off.

James: As it did on opening night,

i
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Terry Ndhon

if his character was written as more
than an evil stereotype - the beast that
listens to Schubert. In his confessional
monologue, Simon opts for a mono-
tone delivery from Roberto, and this
certainly doesn’t aid a furthering of the
character’s dimensions. In a similar
way, he has Paulina start on alevel that
is perhaps too intense, denying a
chance to range the character. These
are minor complaints, though, be-
cause what Simon has done is pro-
duce a compact, slick thriller with
three high quality performances.

The staging of the production inthe
small Upstairs Theatre at the Market is
particularly effective. The piece plays
to an audience on two sides, further-
ing the notion that the audience are
panels of jurors watching a trial, watch-
ing one another. The atmosphere is
enhanced by a net of curtainingaround
the stage, at times obscuring, at times
encapsulating the action. The only
problem is that the two panels remain-
ing in place throughout might do
something for the theme of never
getting down to an unveiled view of
the truth, but they do nothing for the
grit of the performances. It all be-
comes a bit too much to deal with.

BY THE END of Death and the Maiden
nothing much is resolved, but the
questions posed in the play are shifted,
by the now manic sounds of Schubert,
tothe audience. And they linger: Does
one violent, degrading act justify an-
other in a basic need for revenge? If so,
who concedes and how does a coun-
try get down to healing itself? If not,
how does one purge the memories of

e past?

Whatever you do, go and experi-
ence this one.



Michael Keaton as Batman

Milaaaoooow!

From the suburban surrealism of Edward Scissorhands, Tim Burton
descends into the dank denizens of Gotham City where he soars on
specialeffectsnd struggles once more with narative. ANDREAVINASSA
on bat and cat persons as portrayed in Batman Returns

1AM always amused at the wildly divergent views
of critics, each of whom declare their opinions
with astonishing authority - particularly when

they are tackling the weighty task of interpreting

the celluloid conversion of popular icons for the
masses. We all grew up reading Batman comics,
so we should all agree, right?

The critics don't: Michael Keaton is “merely
bland” in the opinion of one, while he is praised
for the “ease and complexity” of his portrayal of
4 Batman who had grown in stature. One says
Michelle Pfeiffer didn’t always crack the role,
“lacking the precision of good high camp”,
another praises her skill, saying that she is the
only actor to inject a little wit into the film. This
same critic opines that Danny de Vito is overthe
top, while others insist that he is a remarkable
ipevie monster, that he gives a great perform-
ince. Why don’t we all just admit that our
strongest opinions are formed in some deep and
dark place which have little to do with what is
rational and objective?

I could use impressive words like alter ego,

ality, the dark side, icon, state of the art and
noitfeirytale to lend intellectual credence tothe
piece that I'm churning out right now. I could
pontificate about that something rotting in the
state of America, the nihilism, the perversity bred
by, the excessive greed of evil capitalists and so

Who needs downers when we have Tim
Burton's pop philosophy with a Teutonic tinge?
Graphically impressive as his films are, they are

narratively thin and this one is both disjointed -

ind clichéd.
Quite frankly I was drawn into the film

because lidentified with Michelle Pfeiffer’s neu-
rotic, angry, distressed, confused Catwoman.
She’s an ingenious amalgam of Pfeiffer’s previ-

ous roles and her casting is Tim Burton’s stroke -

of genius - like Jack Nicholson'’s Joker in the first
Batman. Nicholson overplayed his hand, up-
staged everyone else and bust the budget.
Pfeiffer brings to her Catwoman the vulner-
able and virtuous victim in Dangerous Liaisons,

_ the angry and distressed working girl in Frankie

& Jobnny, the icily controlled restaurant owner
of Tequila Sunrise, and the tough cookie’s body
from the piano scene in The Fabulous Baker
Boys. Unfortunately she does not have much of
ascript to back herup. She’s sore and dangerous,
not the self-possessed femme fatale of one’s
expectations, and, not having Batman’s bank
balance, is forced to cobble together a tacky
catsuit from a kitsch patent-leather raincoat,
I'm not sure what this incarnation of the

~ woman-turned-cat does for the feminist debate

- I mean, she’s a disempowered spinster who
turns nasty because she has no husband, hasn’t
been laid in 2 long time and seems to hate men
for no apparent reason, Her random viciousness
is born of frustration. She is doomedto prowl the
rooftops after refusing the protection of a knight
in shining armour. She will live (?) ever after as
an untamable single sexkitten on a perpetual jol.

. I was intrigued by the complexity of the
tearful, dishevelled and terminally sexy charac-

“ter created by Pfeiffer and would have liked to

have seen more development of the sexual
politics and less of the Dickensian dramatics
surrounding the Penguin character. There's no
accounting for opinion, is there?

|

film-
romance and exped|ence
- the magic formula

NoHerois aSouth Africanfilm which |sactuallyavehlcleforthé

- 80 of Afrikaans pop/rock star Steve Hofmeyr. It was number 3

on the hit st (after Batman Returnsand My Cousin Vinny) after
itsopeningweekend. Its only raisond'etreis to make money. Wil
it? wonders ANDREAVINASSA

THERE'S the saying that we get what we deserve. South African
audiences certainly deserve this one.

It's sad and depressing to see talented actors and actresses
battling with turgid dialogue and fearless writers like Nicky
Rebelo reduced to playing silly moffies in order to pay the rent.
One cannot and does not blame them forwantingto pay therent.
Why should Leon Schuster and Katinka Heyns make all the
bucks?

My.only hope is that Scy Films - this is their firstindependent
feature - make enough money to make a fiimabout the realworld.

Theidea for the filmcame from Rebelo, who s sitting on a load
ofideas aboutthe realworld, and Frank Opperman of OrkneyNie
Snork Nie tame. i

ltwas a good idea. The premise is a flagging “love show"inthe
Cupid/Kupido vein whose fiendish producer must find a way of
pushing up the ratings. He cooks up a scheme to have an eligible
pop star marry the woman (they are called girls in the film) he
chooses onValentine's Day. Everything goes horribly wrong (the
cocktails look especially distasteful) but it all works out in the end
and they live happily ever after. Like all of us in the New South
Africa. :
The Idea is one brimming with potenual for social satire. Alas,
satire was the last thing on the minds of the producer, director
andwriters (GregLatterand, curiously, Etiennede Villiers) of this
surprisingly earnest film for fans of Steve Hofmeyr.

1 SUPPOSE you could call No Hero the quintessential South
African film... ha, ha. It has a saccharine hero (the heroine has

“ somewhat more spunk), and all the villains wear bad grey suits

and blow-dried hair. The sets look like one big Pretoria shopping
mallinwhich Biggy Bestwas allowedtohave carteblanche. lthas ~
that nasty beige look of a television series where no time was
wasted on interesting lighting or camera work. That hired look
always gets to me.

Constructed from equal parts romance and expedience, No
Hero is not funny enough, dramatic enough, pacy enough,
offensive enough, anarchic enough, breathless enough, daring
enough. In fact, it does not have enough of anything. Except
perhaps of Steve Hofmeyr, who does a more than passablejob |, -
of playing his own sweet, tender, loving self. The deepest aspect
of No Hero is his aquamarine eyes. Which Is why it wili do
extremely well at the box office.

Jennifer Steyn provides us a unconventional heroine with a
measure of dimension: she is convincing and heartfelt without
being soppy as the rather prudish English teacher who falls for
the pop star. '

It Is to her credit that she manages to create a rounded
character, considering how unzippy the dialogue is. The writers
could look to middle-of-the-road Hollywood comedy-cum-love
stories like Sixteen Candles or Say Anything for inspiration.

lwas astounded atthe cursory treatment of black people inthe
film. Didn’t someone tell the writers that a few darkies make box- ‘
office senseinthis day and age ? This surprisedme, because Tim
Spring is a hardened TV 2 and 3 director. There's a half-hearted
*athnic dancing” scene which added nothinginterms of actionor
humour, and a few servile types In fezzes. (Don't we want to
offend Steve Hofmeyr's fans?)

This IS Africa.
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| NU METRO 1-10
VILLAGE WALK ~ 883-9558

BEETHOVEN

Charles Grodin, Bonnie Hunt

(Al
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15,7.45,10.00

JHB

NU METRO 1-7
HILLBROW '~ 725-1095
BEETHOVEN

Charles Grodin, Bonnie Hunt (A}
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15,2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10 00

SUBURBAN COMMANDO

Hulk Hogan, Shelley Duvall
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

(A)

SUBURBAN COMMANDO
Hulk Hogan, Shelley Duvall (A)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12,15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

MOBSTERS

Christian Slater, Richard Grieco (218}
MON-SAT: 9.30, 12.00, 2.30, 5.15,7.45,10.15

DROP DEAD FRED

Carrie Fisher, Phoebe Cates (PG 2-10)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, .30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

NAKED TANGO

Vincent D'Onofrio, Esai Morales{2-19)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

ONCE UPON A CRIME

John Candy, James Belushi  {A)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15,2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

DROP DEAD FRED

Carrie Fisher, Phoebe Cates {PG 2-10}
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12,15, 2.30, 5.15,7.45,10.00

STONE COLD

Brian Bosworth, Lance Henriksen {2-18)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 1215, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

ONCE UPON A CRIME

John Candy, James Belushi (A}
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

THE HAND THAT ROCKS THE CRADLE
Rebecca De Momnay, Matt Mc Coy (2-13)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

AN AMERICAN TAIL 2

MON-SAT. 9.45,12.15 230 {A)
PA
MON-SAT: 5.15, 7.45,10.00 (2-13)

MOBSTERS

Christian Slater, Richard Grieco (2-18)
MON-SAT: 9.30, 12.00, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.15

THE HAND THAT ROCKS THE CRADLE

Rebecca De Mornay, Matt Mc Coy {2-13}
MON-SAT; 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

FATHER OF THE BRIDE

Steve Martin, Diane Keaton ()
JIMON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15,7.45,10.00

BEETHOVEN

Charles Grodin, Bonnie Hunt (A}
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

STER - K

TER-

JOHANNESBURG
Corlett Cinema - Bramley. (01 1) 786-0324.
The Fisher King met Robin Williams Is slegs vir
hierdis week te sien.

Don Quixote met Mikail Baryshnikov

Tye:
So, Ma-

Seven Arts - Grantlaan, Norwood. (011) 483-1680
My Heroes have always been Cowboys

Tye: 12,2,6,8
Vi-Sa: 12,
KAAPSTAD '

Labla - Oranjestraat 68. (021) 24-5927

Sa 2.30,

6,9
Vr8

2,6,8,10

‘n Keur van rolprente - bel gerus. .

- KINEKOR /

KAAPSTAD
~ STER-KINEKOR MOVIE GUIDE
ERIDAY AND SATURDAY

ALL SHOWS R7,00 EXCEPT MAIN EVENING PERFORMANCE

3&4JULY.-

Explicit Sex Scenes
Obscene Language
Striclly no persons under 21

THE LAST BOY SCOUT

Bruce Willis, Damon Wayans {219}
MON-SAT: 9.45,12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

447-3091
- BEETHOVEN

Charles Grodin, Bonnie Hunt  {A}
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

BATMAN RETURNS

Michae! Keaton, Michelle Pfeiffer {PG2-8)

MICHAEL DOUGLAS ® SHARON STONE

BASIC INSTINCT

_Commenctng July 10th
Boaking now open
al Computicket

FOR FURTHER STER KINE KOR SCRELTING DETAILS PHONE INFO LINE 10116 (NORMAL TELEPHONE RATE]
ADVANCE BOOK(NG AT COMPUTICKET - ENQ: (021)21-4715

MON-SAT: 830, 1200, 230,5.15,7.45,10.15
METRO 1

BEDFORDVIEW"

BEETHOVEN

Charles Grodin, Bonnie Hunt (A}
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15,2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

BATMAN RETURNS

Michael Keaton, Michelle Pfeiffer (PG2-8)
MON-SAT: 9.30, 12,00, 2.30, 5.15,7.45,10.15

ONCE UPON A CRIME

John Candy, James Belushi  {A}
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, .30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

MY COUSIN VINNY

Joe Pesci, Ralph Macchio  {2-16)
MON-SAT: 9.30, 12.00, 2.30, 5.15,7.45,10.15

SUBURBAN COMMANDO
Hutk Hogan, Shelley Duvall {A)
MON-SAT: 9.45,12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

SNOW WHITE

A Walt Disney Classic (A
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

DROP DEAD FRED

Carrie Fisher, Phoebe Cates {PG 2-10)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 1215, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

FINAL ANALYSIS

Richard Gere, Kim Basinger (2-18)
MON-SAT: 9.30, 1200, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.15

THE HAND THAT ROCKS THE CRADLE

Rebecca De Momay, Matt Mc Coy (2-13)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

ONCE UPON A CRIME

N-SAT: 9.45.12.15 2.30

A DRY WHITE SEASON

AN AMERICAN TAIL 2

MON-SAT 945, 12.15, 2.30
MOBSTER

MON-SAT: 5.15,7.45,10.00 (2-21)

< ACTION CINEMA

ADMISSIONS R2.00 -
Cor. CLAIMPLEINST. 337-3033

SWIFT BOXER

MON-SAT: 5.15, 7.45,10.00 (2-18)
NU METRO 1-2

ALBERTON 907-2362

BEETHOVEN

Charles Grodin, Bonnie Hunt  (A)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

PLS
KILLER'S ROMANCE

MON-SAT: 10.00, 2.00, 7.00

THE PICASSO TRIGGER

PLUS
LETHAL REVENGE

MON-SAT: 10.00, 2.00,7.00

5 FOR HELL

pws
KILLERS MUST DIE

MON-SAT: 10.00, 2.00, 7.00

TANGO & CASH

|7 ARTS NORWOOD 483-1680/1

LEBA KLERKSDORP (01814624564

SOAP DISH

Saily Field, Whoopi Goldberg {2-12)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

NUME
UL
BEETHOVEN

Charles Grodin, Bonnie Hunt (A}
MON-SAT: 9.45,12.00, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45

40340

MY HEROES HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN COWBOYS
MON-SAT: 1200, 2.00, 6.00,800  {A}
EXTRALATE SHOW PR/ SAT: 1000

PETER PAN

A Walt Disney Classic [y
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

Sylvester Stallone, Kurt Russell (2-18)
PLUs

THE ROOKIE

Clint Eastwood, Charlie Sheen (2-18)
MON-SAT: 10.00, 2.00,7.00

MEGACITY NU METRO .

MMABATHO ~ (0140) 2-3553
MON SAT: 945 12.15, 230, 5.15, 7.45, 10,00

THE HAND THATROCKS THE CRADLE

VAAL VEREENIGING (016) 21-1339

Rebecca De Moray, Matt Mc Coy (2-13)
MON-SAT: 8.45,12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

PETER PAN

A Walt Disney Classic (A}
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12,15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

SUN: 1218, 2.45,5 15, 7.45, 10.0

STRIKE COMMANDO 4

PETER PAN

A Walt Disney Classic {A)

AMERICAN NINJA 5

Ross Kettle, David Webb (A}

THE HAND THAT ROCKS THE CRADLE

Rebecca De Momay, Matt Mc Coy {2-13)
MON-SAT: 8 45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

DRAND CONSTANTIA {011) 80
THE HAND THAT
ROCKS THE CRADLE

Rebecca De Mornay, Matt Me Coy (2-13)
MON-FRE: 7.00, 8.00 SAT: 5.00,7.00, .00

A DRY WHITE SEASON

Marlon Brando, Donald Sutherand (2-21)

MON-FRI: 7.00, 9.00 SAT: 5.00,7.00, 9.00

NECESSARY ROUGHNESS
Scott Bakula, Harley Jane Kozak (A}

< GOLDENACRE

MON-SAT 9 45am 1215 245 515, 7 45 10 15pm
® CHRISTINA APPLEGATE @

DONT TELL MO
BABYSITTER’S DEAD
Fun filled holiday entertainment (Al
MON SAT §45am 1215 245 515 7 45 10 15pm
MICHAELKEATON @ MICHELLE PFE'FFER
BATMAN RETURNS
ALL NEWADVENTURE

MON-SAT 945 1130am 115, JDOnm N

SNOW WHITE AND
THE 7 DWARFS

WALT DISNEYSANIMATED FUN FOR

THE HOLIDAYS

MON-SAT 515.7 45 10 15pm
JOE PESCI # RALPH MACCHIO

+ BASIC INSTINCT »
+ + OPENS JULY 10th +

MON suus:m 15 lls ns 745,90 15pm
DENZEL WASHINGTON »

MISSISSIFPT MASALA (2.0

MON SAT 10.90am 1215 2 30 15 7 45 10 00pm
LAURADERN ROBERT DUVALL DIANE LADD

RAMBLING ROSE

OSCARNOMINATED DAAMA (218)

SK gl

NON 5”915!!’1 1200230 515 745 10 OUW
CNRISTINAAPPLEGA E e

M THE [BEETHOVEN

ul MON SAT §30-1130am 130 330 5 15pm

MY COUSIN VINNY | THE 7 DWARFS
THE YEAR'S FUNNIEST MOVIE (216)] wALT DISNEY'SANIMATED FUNFOR
« MICHAEL DOUGLAS = THE HOLIDAYS (AN]

A1 9 dgam 12 nounsmu 10 00pm
g‘::AsRLESGRODlN @ DEAN JONES

18% POUNDS OF LOVE, DEVOTION & COURAGE

PERFECT HOLIDAY FUN MOVIE ALL
MON SAI 8 45am 1200 730 515,745 10 D0pm

CHRISTINA APPLEGATE @

INT TELL MOM THE
ggsvsmm 'S DEAD

Fun hiled hohday enteriainment (Ali]
MON ST 900am 1279 230 $15.000 10 30pm
MICHAELKEATON @ MICHELLEPFEIFFER
BATMAN RETURNS

ALL NEWADVENTURE 28

oNOW WHITE AND

MGN SAF 1200 515 10 0Gpm
An Epic Advenlure of Hearl and Spirit

W!N'l[l 0F § CANADIAR OSCARS
[MON-SAT §asam 1215 745 515,745 10 ISV’I
JOE PESCI @ RALPH MACCHIO
MY COUSIN VINNY
THE YEARS FUNNIEST MOVIE 2 18]

1AQN-SAT 745, 1015 pm
RICHARD GERE @ XIMBASINGER
FINAL ANALYSIS

m lLDUDED PASSION — COLD BLOOCED

V!DN Sll 945 230 745p
@ REBECCA DE MORNAV .

HE HAN
ROCKS THE CRADLE

CHILLING SUSPENSE THRILLER (2 13)

THE BLACK ROBE [TNO,

% $2.5128
MOR SAF § 45am 12 00 230'5 15 745 10 00pm
CHARLES GRODIN @ DEAN JONES

185 PGLNDS OF LOVE DEVOTION 8 COURAGE
rens ot wovioa Fun wovie _iau|
MON-SAT 515 745 10 15pm

RICHARD GERE e KIM BASINGER

FINAL ANALYSIS

Mot Bloaded Passon~ Cold looded Murder (7 18

MON-SAT G 45am 1200 2 30pm

CURLY SUE

‘G STELLENBOSCH

02231) 4484

MON-SAT 10 30am 145,415 6 30,8 15gm
¢ CHAISTINA APPLEGATE @

DONT TELL MOM THE
BAPtSleTER’S DEAD
Fun filed holiday entertainment (All

[ MON-SAT 10 J0am 145,415 6 30 8 459m

Steve Holmeyre ® Jennile: Sleya ® Frank Dppesman
o (ALL)

ROMANTIC COMEDY {Alsikaans - Enghish

WON SAT 415 6 45 9 15 pm

RICHARD GERE @ KIM BASINGER

FINAL ANALYSIS

0T 8L000E0 PASS'ON ~ COLE OLBODECMURDER(2 10
MON SAT 10 30am, 145, 4 150m
JANACILLIERS ® GRETHE FOX

’N POT VOL WINTER

MON SAI 6530 845p
QEPESC! ® RALPH MACCHIO

MY COUSIN VINKY 218)

MON SAT 10 3J0am 1 4
AN AMERICAN TAIL 11

FIEVEL GOES WEST

DONT TELL MOM THE
BABYSITTER SDEAD

Fun tilled holiday enterlainment {AlY
mON S“ ! ‘hm |2 00230975 74530 00p7
L WASHINGTO

MON SAT 945 1130am,115,3 00,5 15pm

SNOWWHITE AND
THE 7 DWARFS

WALTDISNEY S ANIMATED FUN FOR
THE ROLIDAYS

WON-SAT 7 45 10 00 pm

LAURA DERN RGBERT DUVALL DIANE LADD

OSCARNOMINATED DRAMA (218)

761.0131

MON SAT 945am 1215 245 515, 7 45 10 35pm
® CHRISTINA APPLEGATE

DONT TELL MOM THE

BABYSITTER'S DEAD

Fun tilled holiday enlertainment (Al }
MON-SAT 915, 11 10am, 1245, 2 45 515pm

SNOWWHITE AND
THE 7 DWARFS

WALT DISNEY'S ANIMATED FUNFOR
THE HOLIDAYS {AH)

MISSISSIPP] MASALA . @10

+ SHARON STONE «

% BASIC INSTINCT «
4+ OPENS JULY 10th » «

MOX SMNSIM W00 220515 745 10 Q0gm
CHARLES GRODIN @ DEANJONES

185 POURDS OF LOVE DEVOTION 8 COURAGE
PFERFECT HOLIDAY FUR MOVIE {ALL
MQN SAT 745 10 Gdpm
Steve Holneyre 8 Jener Steys @ Frank Oppermpn
TALL)
ROMANTIC COMEDY (Afnkaans - English)
MAON SATS 30am 1210 230 515,400 16 30pm
PAICHAELKEATON o MlCNElLEPFEﬁ'ESF
BATMAN RETUR
ALL NEW ADVENTURE PG 28
AON SAT 330 (130am 130 330,530 pm

SNOW WHITEAND
THE 7 DWARFS
WALT DISNEYS ANIMATED FUN FOR
THE HOLIDAYS A
TAON-SAT 12 00 515,10 15pm
GREGORY HINES @
EVE OF
DESTRUCTION

ked Hi hhchlhllllar 2 16)

MON SAT $15am 1200 230 5107 45 10 15pm
MICHAELKEATON ® MICHELLE PFEIFFER
BATMAN RETURNS

ALL NEW ADVENTURE {PG28
MON-SAT 10 Cpm

JAMESMARSHALL ® CUBAGOODING INR
GLADIATOR .
YOU VEGOTIGFIGHT FOR WHATS RIGHT
MON-SAT GaSm 1275 2 45 515 145 10 15pm

JOE PESCI ® RALPH MACCHIO
MY COUSIN VINNY
THE YEAR S FUNNIEST MOVIE (216,
MON-SAT 745,10 15 pm
RICHARD GERE . KIM BASINGER
FINAL ANALYSIS
HOT BLOGDED msmN - Cow BLUODED
MURDER

« MICHAEL DOUGLAS «
* BASIC INSTINCT »

+ « OPENS JULY 101h » +

MON SAT 9 ¢5am 1200 1 ns Is 745 10 8dgm

LDBLUM » BOB

m‘mvounmzwmcn

AN SAT J200 §15.10 00 pm

MY MOTHERS CASTLE]
WON SAT945am 230 745 tm

LA GLOIRE DE MON PERE

Drama {A

BLAIRBROWN & BRUNO GANZ
STRAPLESS
POWERFUL LOVE DRAMA 218,
YO0y SAT §452m 1200 230 55 745 10 00pm
& THE VERY BIG FISH sz
LE CHATEAU DE MA MERE
Y MOTHERS CASTLEL (Al

MON-SAT 9 45am, 2 30,7 45pm
RICHARD GERE & KIM BASINGER

FINAL
ANALYSIS
HOT BLOCDED PASSION ~ COLD BLOODED
MURDER
« MICHAELDDUGLAS «

# BASIC INSTINCT »
» « OPENS JULY 10th »

Mon SllllSm 1275 245 515 745 1515pm
HAISTINA APPLEGATE .E

NT MOM
URBYSITTER 'S DEAD

Fun hiled hohday enfertainment (Al
TAON SAT945am 1215 243 515,745 1015 pm

MON SAT 10 ISIN\ ICS ‘ 10 6459 |5I7m
- MICHAELKEATON ® MICHELLEPFEIFFER

(o SoMERss fest
SHOWHITE AND THE DErs

CIRER AR LA

BATMAN RETURNS
ALLNEW ADVENTURE PG28)
MON SAT § 00 pm

THEHAND THAT ROCKS THECRADLE
CHILLING SUSPENSE THRILLER (210

WESTGATEMALL

313130
Y0NS dSam 1200 200 5 15145 0 5y
SUNDAY 3 00.515.7 J0p
3 cumsnm APPLEGATE o

DONT TELL MOM THE
BABYSITTER’S DEAD

Fun lilled holiday entertainmeni {Ali)
WON SAT 9 45am 5200 230 515 745 W0 15pm
SUNDAY 300 $15,7 30pm
MICHAEL KEATON ® MICHELLEPFEIFFER
BATMAN RETURNS
ALLNEW ADVENTURE PG 2:8)
MON SAT 10 003m 2 00.7 30pm
SUN 3 00 1 J0pm

REGORY HINES &
EVE OF DESTRUCTION

Achion packed High lech thrilter (2 16)
PLUS o
JAMESMARSHALL ® CUBAGOODINGINR

GLADIATOR i
YOUVE GOTTO FIGHT FORWHATS RIGHT

MON SAT 10 00 am_ 12 00.200. 4 00 pm
SUNDAY 1 00,5 t5pm

SNOW WHITEAND
THE 7 DWARFS

WON SAT. 7 30pm
SUM 300 7 20pm

HOUSE PARTY 238

JOEPESCt ® RALPH MACCHIO

MY COUSIN VINNY

THEYEAR'S FUNNIEST MOVIE 2 16)
« MICHAEL DOUGLAS »

+ BASIC INSTINCT «
+ » OPENSJULY 10Ih + #

MICHAELKEATON ® MICHELLEPFEIFFER
BATMAN RETURNS
LLLNEWADVENTURE PG 2 8]
NON-SAT BIS 11 30am, 115,300 pm
WHITE AND
THE 7 DWARFS

WALTDISNEY'S ANIMATED FUN FOR
1HEHO LIDAYS AlD
[FoR AT 9 45am 1215 745 515 745 10 15pm
SiereMa'PEYE ® Jenute- Sleyn & Frank Oppermin
(ALL)
ROMANTIC COMEDY (Atrkaans—English
MONSAT 515 745 10 150m
JOEPESCI ® RALPH%A&HIO
MY COl NY1:
THEYEAR S FUNNIEST MOVIE (216
« MICHAEL DOUGLAS «

« BASIC INSTINCT »
« « OPENSJULY10th » =

LI I AR B R IO Y
AT \J Y

La B.O0P
SPECIALNEW BUDGET RATES
FRIDAY — SATURDAY R10.00 4
MONDAY — THURSDAY R700 +
JOE PESC' - NILPN MACCNID *
' |V(|Y VINNY -

#THEYEAR S FUNNIESY MOVIE (2- |5).

HOUSE PARTY .. am
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ALL SHOWS R7,50 -
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{EXCEPT MITCHELL'S PLAIN} PERFORMANCI

NU METRO CLAREMONT 1-6 NU METRO STUTTAFORDS 1
1123 | TOWN SQUAR!

BEETHOVEN BEETHOVEN
Charles Grodin, BonnieHunt (A Charles Grodin, Bonnie Hunt (A)L
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00|MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

BATMAN RETURNS

Michae! Keaton, Michelle Pleitfer (PG2-8)
JMON-SAT: 9.30, 12.00, 2.30, 5.15,7.45,10.15

STONE COLD

Brian Bosworth, Lance Henriksen (2-18}
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12,15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10 0]

LFINAL ANALYSIS

DROP DEAD FRED

Carrie Fisher, Phoebe Cates {PG 2-10)
IMON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

Richard Gere, Kim Basinger {2-18)
JDROP DEAD FRED

MON-SAT: 9.30, 12.00, 2.30, 5.15,7.45,10.15

Carrie Fisher, Phoebe Cates (PG 2-10)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00
AN AMERICAN TAIL 2

MON-SAT: 9.45.12.15 230 (A}

THE HAND THAT ROCKS THE CRADLE

U QUAN

BATMAN RETURNS

Michael Keaton, Michelle Pfeiffer (PG2-8)
MON-SAT: 9.30, 12.00, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45

MON-SAT: 5.15,7.45,1000 (2-13)

DROP DEAD FRED

ONCE UPON A CRIME

MON-SAT 945,12.15,230 (A}

Carrie Fisher, Phoebe Cates (PG 2-10)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.00, 2.30, 5.15,7 45

MON-SAT 515,7.45,1000 (2-18)

NU METRO SEA POINT 1-4
MAIN ROAD

BEETHOVEN

Charles Grodin, Bonnie Hunt  {A}
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15,7.45,10.00

BATMAN RETURNS

Michael Keaton, Mrchelle Pleiffer (PG2-8)

SUBURBAN COMMANDO
Hulk Hogan, Shelley Duvall * (A}
MON-SAT: 9.45,12 00, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45

NU METRO BRACKENEEI.L 1-4
CHECKERS CENTRE

BEETHOVEN

Charles Grodin, Bonmier Hunt  (A)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.00, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45

MON-SAT: 9.30, 12.00, 2.30, 5.15,7.45,10.15

ONCE UPON A CRIME

John Candy, James Belushi  (A)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12,00, 2.30, 5.15,7.45

SNOW WHITE
MON-SAT: 9.45 12.15,2.30  (A)
FINAL ANALYSIS

MON-SAT: 5.15,7.45,10.00 {2-18)

MY COUSIN VINNY

Joe Pesci, Ralph Macchi

SUBURBAN COMMANDO

Hulk Hogan, Shelley Duvail {A)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.00, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45

MON-SAT: 9.30, 12.00,2.30, 5151451015
RO (

FINAL ANALYSIS

Richard Gere, Kim Basinger (2-18}
MON-SAT: 12.00, 2.30, 5.15,7.45
RO RU o
ROAD

PETER PAN
A Walt Disney Classic {A}
MON-SAT: 9.45,12.00, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45
AD
000 9 320

BEETHOVEN

Charles Grodin, Bonnie Hunt (A}
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

 FRITZ THE CAT

Adults Only - Animation Sensation {2-18)
MON-SAT: 12.00, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45

SNOW WHITE

A Walt Disney Classic {A}
MON-SAT: 8.45,12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

METRO 1-2
HELL'S PLAIN 32-2040

COOL AS ICE

BATMAN RETURNS

Michael Keaton, Michelle Pfeiffer {PG2-8)
MON-SAT: 9.30, 12.00, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.15

Vanilla lce, Kristian Minter

PLUS
BEETHOVEN

(A}

STONE COLD

Brian Bosworth, Lance Henriksen (2-18)
MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.00

Charles Grodin, Bonnie Hunt  {A)
MON-FRE:9.30, 2.00, 7.30 SAT: 11.00, 330,800

FINAL ANALYSIS

Richard Gere, Kim Basinger {2-18)
MON-SAT: 9.30, 12.00, 2.30, 5.15, 7.45,10.15

SUN:200,6.00 .
THE HITMAN
Chuck Norris {2-19)
PLUS

STONE COLD

SUBURBAN COMMANDO

Hulk Hogan, Shelley Duvall {A)
MON-SAT: .45, 12.15, 2.30,5.15, 7.45,10.00

Brian Bosworth, Lance Henriksen (2-18)
MON-FRI: 9.30, 2.00, 7.30 SAT: 11.00, 3.30, 8.00
SUN: 200, 6.00

ONCE UPON A CRIME

MON-SAT: 9.45, 12.15, 2.30

DROP DEAD F

MON-SAT: 515 7.45,10.00{PG2-10)

y

5

e
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** voortrefiik

m** sterk aanbeveel
*** sien gerus

SO-SO

*vermy as jy nugter is

ROLPRENTE SONDER STERRE IS NOG NIE BEOORDEEL NIE; HIERDIE IS NIE ‘N VERGELYKENDE SKAAL
NIE; DIT IS ONMOONTLIK OM ROLPRENTE IN VERSKILLENDE GENRES MET MEKAAR TE VERGELYK

BEETHOVEN
‘n Hond-prent. Sy naam is Beethoven. Met
Charles Grodin en Dean Jones. Dietemaliedjie
is Chuck Berry se Roll Over Besthoven. Die
regisseur, Brian Levant, het die regie van die
TV-reeks Happy Days

DON'T TELL MOM THE BABYSITTER'S DEAD
Mindless teen fun. Black humour and ageism
is my guess.

SNOW WHITE
Die getroue Disney geanimeerde weergawe.

DANCES WITH WOLVES
Mense hetdielangkortweergawevan Dances
with Wolves gehaat. Ek het dit nogal geniet,
maar ek's ‘nfilistyn. Noukan hulledielanglang
weergawe gaan kyk. Dis vier ure lank en het
baie tonele van bison-slagtings.

*** MISSISSIPPI MASALA
Mira Nair's second film is a bit of a letdown
after the moving Salaam Bombay! But that's
no reason not to see this pungently sensual
comedy set in the Indian-run motels of the
American Deep South. When Mina falls for a
black man, the narrow-minded Indian commu-
nity is shocked and thus begins a Romeo &
Juliet tale for these muiti-cultural imes. Nairis
excellent at conjuring up the documentary
details and textures of working-dass life, but
not as good at exploring the conventions of
Hollywood narrative. Nevertheless, her aim is
to criticise without harsh judgmentalism, the
racism and xenophobia of her own people.
This she does with much humour and sympa-
thy. ANDREA VINASSA

*** TEXASVILLE
The sequel to The Last Picture Show. (I'm told
ithas been unbanned and will be out on video
soon.) The plot sounds like a farce, but actu-
allyit's a sort of safire of American small-town
life. Duane Jackson, sometimefootball jock, is
now an oil magnate with a midlife crisis and a
$12 million debt. Bogdanovich's wryly humor-
ous film has a paunchy, bandy-legged Jeff
Bndges as the most passive man in Texas
whois put upon by his beautiful wife and even

morebeautiful ex-girlfriend. Mellowstuff which -

conveys the linearity and blandness of small-
town life. AV
** BATMAN RETURNS
An excess of SFX and an undemourished
narrative. Tim Burion-ishe Steven Spialberg's
dark side? - returns from the suburban surre-
alism of Edward Sdissorhands to plunge into
g;g:rnk depths of Gotham City, but Michelle
ssoreanddangerous Catwoman steals
the show. AV
MYHEROESHAVEALWAYS BEENCOWBOYS
Speak for y'self, honey. Stuart Rosenberg
directed this modarn-day Westem about hon-
our and love, set against the backdrop of the
American rodeo. The central character, HD

Kevin Costner in die lang lang weergawe v:
Dances With Wolves

Dalton (Scott Glen), was based on scriptwriter
Joel Don Humphries's | ary childhood
hero, a cowboy called HD. I's about people
“fighting against the suffocation of the spirit
brought on by the confinement of nursing
homes". Old cowboys never die, they say...

**NO HERO
Geenhelde hier nie, behalwe miskien Jennifer
Steynmet'n spunky enoortuigende vertolking
van ‘n skaam (maar sterk) onderwyseres wat
verlief raak op ‘n hubare losloper en popster
gespeel deur Steve Hofmeyr. Die prent is ‘n
voertuigvirdie ego en soeterige aantreklikheid
van Steve Hofmeyr. Ons hoop almal dat dit
baie geld maak. AV

“** NAKED TANGO
Steamy, sexy and all the S words in the book.
Dialogue and acting not hot, but music and
dancing is super-erotic. RANDY LE ROUX

EVE OF DESTRUCTION
Aresearch scientist must find and destroy the
rampaging robot she created in her own im-
age. This is a high-tech psychological thriller
starring Gregory Hinesand Renee Soutendik.
;rhediecbr, Dincan Gibbins, has made noth-
ng s ;

* ONCE UPON A CRIME
Snert. AV

* DROP DEAD FRED
Moenie jou geld mors nie. AV

“* A DRY WHITE SEASON
Toe ekdié prent sodriejaar gelede gesien het,
het die geweldtonele my tot in my siel geruk.
Vandag sal dit seker baie mak en simplisties
voorkom, en die tema - die politieke
bewuswording van 'n wit Afrikaner - is effens
verouderd. Ek het destyds besluit Euzhan
Palcy se verwerking van André P Brink se
roman het die “werklikhede” van die lewe in
Suid-Afrika beter opgesom en uitgebeeld as
ander prente oor Suid-Afrika - omdat dit minder
liberaal-soetsappig was as Cry Freedom en
kragdadiger as A World Apart. Ekweetniehoe
ek nou sou voel nie, daarom is ek versigtig.
Heel waarskynlik is die prent heeltemal
verouderd. Brink se storie skakel goed oor na
dierolprentmedium, maardie eindeis heeltemal
onbevredigend - dieboodskap word belemmer
deur die uiteindelike cops-'n-robbers-intrige.
Al is die regie nie van die vernuwendste nie,
sou ek log aanbeveel dat mense A Dry White
Season gaan kyk. AV

*** GLADIATOR
‘n Lekker boksprent met karakters wat slim-
mer en mooler is as Rocky. Die hoofspelersis
Cuba Gooding van Boyz ‘N the Hood-faam en
James Marshall, die biker van Twin Peaks. Sy
karakter word gedwing om deel te neem aan
onwettige boksgevegte in Chicago. Die kersie
opdiekoekis Brian Dennehy as dieboksende
bad guy. Glad nie sleg nie. Met baie bloed,
sweet en frane. AV

* BY THE SWORD
More BS&T with F Murray Abraham and Eric
Roberts. It's the story of a former fencing
champion, who, as ayoung protegé, killed his
mentor in a crime of passion and spent the
next 25yearsin jail. Driven by his conscience,
he is compelled to discover the whereabouts
of the son of the man he killed. Oedipus, my
friend! Absolute pretentious drivel. AV

TCHIN TCHIN
Julie Andrews en Marcello Mastroianni in ‘n
klugagtige liefdeskomedie vol jagse
middeljarige mans en mooi vroue.

** THE FAVOUR, THE WATCH AND THE VERY
BIG FISH
Rather disappointing, not exactly Monty Py-
thon. AV

*** RAMA DAMA
Rama Dama is a post-war Bavarian expres-
sion which literally means “we're having a
clear-out”. Director Josef Vilsmaier's film re-
counts a time during and after the Second
World War when German women fought for
survival while their husbands fought for ideol-
ogy. Aslow-movingdrama, perhapsjustaiittle
too slow. Only for serious buffs. MAX DU
PREEZ

MCBAIN
Christopher Walken en Maria Conchita Alonso

is die trekpleisters in dié groot aksie-
avontuurprent wat teen die einde van die
Viéinam-oorlog begin. Die eintlike verhaal
speel agtien jaar later in Suid-Amerika af
midde-in allerlei politieke onstuimighede. Die
regisseur en skrywer is James Glickenhaus
van The Exterminator-faam.

*** RAMBLING ROSE
Nie ‘nperfekte prent nie. Ditbevat die mooiste
verleidingstoneel ooit in 'n rolprent opgeneem
en van die snaaksste dialoog is in Robert
Duvall se mond gelé. Laura Dern en haar ma
Diane Ladd skep ‘n pragstuk van intimiteit. ‘n
Bietjie te idillies en soms bietjie prekerig. AV

** THE WHITE QUEEN
Van rose na koninginne: Catherine Deneuve
speel Lili -twintigjaar gelededie beeldskoonste
vrou op diedorp. lemand uithaar verlede keer
terug en die twee mans in Lili se lewe moet
mekaar weer leerken. Rassisties en seksisties.
RleR

*** MY COUSIN VINNY
Joe Pesci is die mannetjie met die Brooklyn-
aksent wat mens nou al tientalle kere groot
plesier gegee het in allerhande mafia-flieks.
Hier is hy beter as ooit. Hy speel die rol van
Vinny, ‘n street-wise New Yorkse aspirant-
prokureur wat sy neef in ‘n plattelandse dorpie
moet verdedig. N4 die regter hom drie keer vir
minagting laat opsluit het, wenhy tog diesaak.
‘nSnaakse, intelligente prent. Die regisseuris
Jonathan Lynn. M du P

** MOBSTERS
Anyone who has the nerve to make a mobster
movieafterthe Godfathers, Bugsy, Once Upon
aTimein America and Goodfellas, betterhave
something really good to say, or say it in a
really innovative way. Chicago Joe and the
Showgirf could make it into this category, but
Mobsters definitelydoes not. Tosay it's cliché-
ridden is to pay it a compliment. Christian
Slater is Lucky Luciano, Costas Mandylor is
Frank Costello, Richard Griecois Bugsy Siegel
and Patrick Dempsey is Meyer Lansky in this
completely unimaginative film. AV

** THE MAN IN THE MOON
Eerste liefde en ontwakende seksualiteit in
Louisiana, 1950. Die soetsappige verhaal van
‘n dogtertjie en haar ouer suster wat verlief
raak op dieselfde jong man. Tranerig en
melodramaties. AV

** THE HAND THAT ROCKS THE CRADLE
Wonderfully predictable and gory. Just what
you want from a middle of the road psycho-
horror movie. AV

** FINAL ANALYSIS
Disappointing Hitchcockian pastiche replete
with phallic towers and porfentious storms
from Phil Joanou, maker of the impressive
State of Grace. He, however, has fallen from
grace. But it's great to see Eric Roberts back
on screen, hammy as he is. AV

*** BLACK ROBE
Inspired by the writings of Brian Moore, this
disjointed hodge-podge of visual ideas does
not add up to much more than a Catholic
version of Dances With Wolves - despite the
director’sdenials tothe contrary. Neither strand
of the narrative is convincingly told - Bruce
Beresford provides neither a scathing indict-
ment of Christianity's imperialism nor a pro-
found insight into the lives of the colonised as
he trudges with his camera through the daunt-
ing visual and moral wilderness. In one touch-
ing scene the staunch Jesuit sees his young
sidekick in a midnight tryst and goes off to
flagellate himself. Rle R

** POT VOL WINTER
Lieweland, en daarvoel dittoekompleet of ek
kyk na ‘n nuwe weergawe van Debbie - daai
Afrikaanse fliek van so twee dekades gelede
oor die mediese studentwatdisjoolprinses op
die paal sit. Oorbekend. Moontlik omdat dit so
Afrikéans in murg en been is. ‘n Pot vol
opperviakkigheid en naiwiteit. vdL

*++,GRAND CANYON
Full of wandering liberals in search of mean-
ing, Lawrence Kasdan's latest film is spot on
in its reflection of urban paranoia and middle-
class neurosis. AV
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