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THE WILL OF AUDREY SIDEBOTHAM 
Your scw'lilous ai1icle is notable for its 
half-trnths and omissions, and serves only to 
produce innuendo and inference of 
impropriety concerning my brother Dr John 
McMullen {the uet], and myself, among others. 
For my part I reject the inference that my 
brother referred Mrs Sidebotham to me for 
dental treatment. In fact she personally 
requested to seek my professional opinion. 
I had met her socially on several occasions 
over the 25 years that she knew my brother. 

In ow· repol1 on Mrs Sidebotham's 
will we omitted to mention the R200 000 
she left in trnst for the care of her 
beloved bulldog, Lucy. (The bequest is 
paiticularly notable when compared 
to the R20 000 legacy she left to 
her lifelong housekeeper and companion, 
Philda Kambi.) 
Needless to say, Lucy is able to maintain 
the lifestyle to which she had become 
accustomed. A Ford Sierra stationwagon 
has been purchased to take her on her 
weekend trips to the beach. Her keepers 
get R720 per month to pay for her 
regulai· ration ofknuclde bones and fiied 
chicken breasts (plus vienna sausages 
for special treats). They also get R400 per 
month for petrol and extra payments 
to cover her regulai· check-ups at the vet. 

I agreed to attend to dental problems worry
ing he1; in advance of a planned world voyage. 
You insinuate that I was pa1ty to persuading 
her to have unnecessaiy dental treatment. My 
clinical records and radiographs indicate oth
envise. Fwthe1more your aiticle errs in stat
ing that I removed all her lower teeth. 
As you placed {the matte,] in the public 
domain and the patient is now deceased, 
I am at libe1ty to correct your error: only 
irretrievably diseased teeth were removed 
and replaced with an immediate prosthetic 
appliance to serve her until retwn from the 
voyage. I never saw her again as she passed 
away {shortly] after her retw·n. 
I demand and expect a published apology. 
I note that in yom disclaimer you claim that 
every reasonable effo1t is taken to ensme the 
accw·acy and soundness of published ruticle 
content. No attempt was made to contact me 
prior to publication. 
This failure on noseweek's prut constitutes 
an unauthorised invasion of privacy as 
guai·anteed by ow· constitution. 
DR B K MCMULLEN (BDS QUB), Cape Town 

You.r uiews on the use of Dormicwn, Dr? - Ed. 

I read with interest about the actions of 
my local vet, Doctor Mac. I was heart broken 
to find that my vet likes drinking whisky 
almost, it would seem, as much as I. Gosh! 
If Dr Mac is indeed a scoundrel then he 
conceals it behind the facade of a very hai·d
working man who has tended to my vai-ious 
sick animals with the utmost kindness and 
dedication. Ifhe drinks whisky morning noon 
and night I wonder how he manages to run 
his practice, ai1d how I have failed to spot this 
disposition - it takes one to know one. 
I'm going sh01tly to see my sick Mom. She's 
79 and doubtless we'll !mock back a few glass
es ofNederberg Stein, get pissed and talk of 
old and new times. Isn't this what friends ar·e 
for? Is this really what Dr Mac is guilty of? Of 
being suppo1tive to Mrs Sidebotham? And all 
dressed up by others to seem sinister because 
he got some big reward from her will? 
Oh, I can't believe what you w1·ote! 
TERRY MACKENZIE HOY, Cape Town 

Write to us again when next you call at your 
Mom's house with a bottle - and find her 
doped u.p on pills supplied by her vet. 
Or her lwusel1eeper refuses to let you in -
on instructions from the uet! - Ed. 

Loved yow· article, which is full of 
fabrications, hear·say and jownalistic 
disclaimers. Please phone John the Vet. 
JOHN MCMULLEN, Cape Town 

We phoned and arranged a meeting, 
but it was called off by Dr McMullen on 
the aduice of his lawyers. - Ed. 

FANCLUB 
Have just devoured nose33. As great a 
read as eve1: Thank you for.the dedication and 
diligence with which you prepar·e each issue. I 
admire yow· persistence in getting to the bot
tom of each story. If only the rest of SP.:s 
media would talrn a leaf out of your book (so 
to speak) - we'd be far· better info1med of the 
real issues, and enjoy reading about them too! 
PS Do you have a fanclub? 
BARBARA SURMON, Cape Town 

BOUNCING SALARIES 
The recent case of judges' salary cheques 
bouncing in the E Cape, says a lot about what 
banks think of the Treasw-y's creditwo1thi
ness. What do the banl(S know that we don't? 
DOUGLAS WADE, Reading, UK 

THE DE BEERS SAGA 
Will the last one to leave the country please 
twn off the light? It is said the De Beers deal 
was sanctioned by Thabo Mbeki himself, who 
claims to have an MA degree in economics 
from Sussex University. Why has Mbeki 
sanctioned something akin to GM's de-listing 
and withdrawing from the Ame1-icai1 
economy? De Beers shares have helped 
sustain the JSE for over a hundred years. 
Once the buyout and de-listing is finalised, 
De Beers will vanish from the stock market 
floor - mostly into the hands of the ( cunning
ly) already-disinvested Anglo-American Pie in 
London, and the Oppenheimer fain.ily. 
Preswnably using struggle economics, Mbeki 
gave as his reason for sanctioning the deal the 
fact that there \viii be a R24b inflow of capital 
into the countty. Maybe this will sustain the 
value of the Rand over the next few months. 
After that, however, the Rand will continue its 
downwar·d spiral. Only this time it'll be more 
dramatic as international income 
from diamond sales is lost to SA foreve1: 
De Beers and other companies disinvesting 
from SA ar·e clearly doing so to keep their 
money out of reach of Third World politicians. 
FRED RUNDLE, Johannesburg 
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CRIME DOES PAY! 
I love yow· magazine! Please investigate 
how much government is earning through 
crime. We pay VAT on all services and 
commodities. For example: My car is hijacked. 
An insurance claim of Rl50 000 is paid. I buy 
a new car and an amount ofR21 000 is paid 
to the Receiver. I was hlllt in the hijacking 
and the ensuing medical expenses are subject 
to VAT. The same applies should you get 
bU1·gled. TV se~, cameras and so on must be 
replaced, all subject to VAT. Crime does 
pay - even for the govemment! 
HENNING BUITENDAG, Pretoria 

'I WAS DE CRESPIGNY'S 5TH WIFE' 
I saw your piece on A de Crespigny in nose32. 
As one of his many wives, I'm interested 
to know when the next issue is coming out. 
De Crespigny has been manied 5 times -
I was his fifth. 
LOLLY DE CRESPIGNY 

BMW DRIVERS RALLY 
Yow· crude reporting on BMW Drivers 
arising from your "independent test" and "own 
unique survey'' will do you little good with 
your readership. You should check how many 
subscribers are BMW d1ivers, and will not be 
endeared by yolll· definition of them. 
The appalling cruicatU1·e illustrating yow· 
repmt is tasteless in the extreme. I hope 
BMW may institute legal action against you 
for using their trademark without pemlission. 
Is yow· report prompted by envy? Do what 

the BMW spokesperson suggested: drive a 
BMW - then you will understand, and hope
fully be able to write a responsible repo1t. 
Stick to what you are good at, instead of trail
ing off into this useless, page filling rubbish. 
GRAHAM HIGGO, Kenilworth 
(subscriber and BMW owner) 

Take comfort from the thought, expressed in 
the following letter from Canada, that Audi 
drivers might be worse oinkers! - Ed. 

TUNDRA VIEW ON YANKEE DOO 
AND BEE EMS TOO 
Your fine rag is very much like our own 
Frank, published here in the frozen tundra 
wastes of Canada. noseweek's stories sound 
awfully familiar! Yankee appointee to national 
air carrier results in dubious aircraft orders 
and sudden disappearance of same so-called 
"Savvy Sky Savi.ow''. Hmmm! Air Canada got 
sucked into a deal to buy a flock of Airbuses 
at a greatly inflated price. Monies were kicked 
back and fo1th, from the Prime Ministe1's 
office to retired Newfoundland 
premiers appointed to the airline's board and 
taking a big cut. German arms dealers, bank 
accounts in Switzerland, Lichenstein and 
Andorra. After all was said and done, 
the Govemment privatized the airline! 
Beemer drivers Rude? I suspect Audi drivers 
are worse, as they are wannabe Beemer 
owners. Nothing worse than a person with an 
inferiority complex driving a German car! 
DAN WHALEN, Toronto, Canada. 

It's all been done before! 

Daimler Benz 
Ingratiated Itself with 
the Nazis tool 
Clockwise from top 
left, Gestapo chief 
Reinhard Heydrlch 
at the wheel of his 
Mercedes, 
Hitter with his Mere. 

Front cover, clockwise from top: ANG Chief Whip Tony Yengeni, Armscor chief executive 
Liew Swan, SANDF General Siphiwe Nyanda, EADS MD Michael Worfel, 
and Christoph Kopke, chief executive at DaimlerChrysler. 
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aromatic billers 

45% ALCOHOL 
l/1 MOMATIC PREPARATI0/1 

OF WATtR, Al.COHllt. 
GEIITIANAIIOVEGET1'l.E 
fUVOIWIG EXTRACTIY.S 

AIIO VEGETABLE 
OOIORIIIG MATTER 

~-r,,lft:wMtjlJ'<,jt\u'.stFffr"I 
Al~OSIIJRA IIITERtlATIOIIAL LTD 

olM~l)Wb.~ 

7 IB20I 118ml 
E ... ANG0STURA MAKES FOOD MO 

Those who know what's goodfor them 
will /ell you tbat afew drops 

of Angosturn Bitters traniorms 
a glass of boring min.era! water 

into an irresistible slimmer's delight. 
Add a dash of colour to your drink 

and titillate your tastebuds. 
f\fier all, you do deserve it, and it does 

keep you feeling in the pink. 

... famous for flavour since 1824 
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It's time to go, 
Mr Levett! 

Let's be honest. Implicit in the argument of many 
critics of the Government - who point at its disreputable arms 
programme and its failure to deal with the spiralling crime 
rate - is the assumption that (white) big business is 
law-abiding and civic minded. But now ponder this: 
Old Mutual is not just another company with a board that 
reports t.o shareholders. With D.e Beers having left the JSE, 
Old Mutual remains as by far the largest player - a colossus -
on the SA stock market. It controls a myi;ad other companies. 
Huge numbers of South Africans have invested tens of billions 
in the company's life insurance policies and in the annuities 
and pension funds that it administers. Their reasons for doing 
so are of great social importance - life insurance and pension 
funds are there t.o provide for those who cannot provide for 
themselves: the maimed, the young and the elderly. 
The extent of its interests and the nature of its business give 
Old Mutual an imp01tance in the nation's affairs almost on a 
par with that of Government itself. The public interest in how 
the company conducts its affairs is, therefore, profound. 
Perhaps because Old Mutual has existed for more than a 
centwY, and because of the natw·e of its business, South 
Afi:icans have come t.o assume that the men who run the 
company accept - and are worthy of - the responsibility. 
They were mistaken in that assumption. 
In retrospect, the signs were already there for all t.o see two 
decades ago, when Old Mutual was amongst the eager players 
contending behind the scenes for "homeland" casino licences; 
when it installed disgraced Nat ex-Finance Minister Owen 
Horwood as chairman ofNedbank. 
We should certainly have seen the writing on the wall in 1990. 
It was then that it first emerged that almost the entire 
management of Old Mutual's investment depru.tment - men 
entrusted, inter alia, with the management ofhunclreds of pen-

Old Mutual Exec. Chairman M J Levett 
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sion funds, wo1th as many billions ofrands - had become fabu
lously wealthy as a result of their paiticipation in "insider" 
share trading scams. They'd been at it for at least eight years. 
Old Mutual's top executives, including executive chairman 
Mike Levett, apparently can't add two and two. They did not 
notice the cwi.ous discrepancy: while their fund managers 
seemed to be able to earn extravagant personal fo1tunes on the 
st.ock exchange, the pension funds whose investments on the 
stock exchange they managed were peiforming more and more 
abysmally. Year after yeru.: (See our story on page 8.) 
Two plus two makes fow~ Mr Levett. You didn't !mow your 
managers' incredible profits were your pensioners' losses? 
As in most such cases, the real st.ory lies in the cover-up that 
followed. Deru.· pensioner and Old Mutual policyholde1~ have 
you ever received a letter from Mr Levett explaining what 
happened and what he would do to recover your losses? No? 
The reason why not is obvious: t.o have done so would have 
been to admit liability. It might've undennined the blissful con
fidence the ignorant masses still have in Old Mutual. It might 
have put profits and - horrors! - executive's bonuses at risk! 
That gives a clue to Levett and company's line of thought: this 
yeai's profits ru.·e more imp01tant than next yeaiJs pensions. 
Personal/company interest takes priority over public or nation
al interest. The move to London and the sale of Safmrume 
(see nose 27) were ce1tainly in line with that thinking. 
Other companies in the Old Mutual stable are clearly taking 
their cue from the t.op. Are we surp1i.sed that the 16 top 
executives ofNedcor (majo1;ty shareholder: Old Mutual; 
chairman: Mike Levett) secretly approved an improper -
and nnearned bonus for themselves that would instantly 
have made each of them richer by more than RlOm? 
Are we sw·p1ised that executives of South Afiican Breweries 
(majority shai·eholder: Old Mutual) ru.·e prepru.·ed to lie in cowt 
and see several newly "empowered" beer distributors 
go to the wall, rather than admit t.o a R50m "miscalculation''? 
(See nose 31.) 
And now we have the Appeal Cowi:'s judgement in the case of 
Mostert NO versus Old Mutual to confirm all ow· worst fears. 
Old Mutual will fight pensioners all the way t.o the Appeal 
Cowt (for yeru.·s that pensioners don't have and at a cost most 
pensioners can't pay) to protect it's profits, rather than pay 
them what it owes them. Old Mutual's spokesmen in cowt 
raised some staggeimg arguments, amongst them that 
pension funds administered by the company have no rights 
when it comes to claims against Old Mutual! And that it has 
become "accepted practice" at Old Mutual to ignore the Jaws 
designed to protect the interests of pensioners - because it 
found them inconvenient. All that said shamelessly in the 
Appeal Cowt, on the ru.'l·ogant assumption that we - and the 
cowt - would accept that what Old Mutual says is The Law. 
(See our story on the next page.) 
The Appeal Cowt, to its - and our - credit, did not. 
Knowing what we now ]mow, we would n01mally simply have 
suggested to our readers that they do not invest in Old Mutual 
products for so long as the company retains Levett as its 
chaitman .. Unfo1tunately, for t.oo many of them, it's t.oo late. 
They're in already and can't afford to get out. 
It's for their sake that we say: The buck stops with you! 
It's time for you to go, Mr Levett. 
(Natw·ally you should fire the head of yow· legal depru.tment 
first! And, maybe, just before you go, we should be told what 
share options you have awarded yourself and your fellow 
executives over the yeai·s ... ) 
Go, Mr Levett! For the sake of Old Mutual. For the sake of its 
policyholders and pensioners. For South Afiica's sake! 

The Editor 



Laurie Korsten, Old Mutual 
and the great pension fund 

• 
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OW MUTUAL reckons itself beyond 
the law when it comes to its 
administration of pension funds. 
Pensioners have no right to com
plain - or claim compensation - if 
Old Mutual pays their pension funds 
to a passing thief ( or his gardener). 
You'd better believe it! Not only has 
OM done just that with the entire 
capital of a pension fund it 
administered - and then denied 
liability for the loss; it actually 
claims that it has become accepted 
practice for it to ignore the laws 
designed to protect pensioners! 
The fact that Old Mutual was 
recently ordered try the Supreme 
Court of Appeal in Bloemfontein to 
refund R32m (plus six years' worth 
of interest) to a pension fund it had 
recklessly mismanaged, has been 
widely reported. But all the reports 
we read missed the central, 
devastating point of the story: what 
it reveals of the irresponsible and 
opportunistic style of management 
that has apparently for some time 
already held sway at South Africa's 
largest financial institution. 
The case of Mostert NO versus OM 
is a most damning indichnent 
of the South African life insurance 
industry - and of the cun·ent state of 
SA business. Judging try what Old 
Mutual's spokes1nen have said and 
argued in court, the average South 
African has more reason to fear that 
Old Mutual will lose his pension 
and retirement savings - and resist 
all attempts to have itself held 
accountable for the loss - than he 
need fear being held up try anned 
robbers or car highjackers. 

Read the story that follows 
and judge for yow·self. 

Laurie Kersten is a Christian 
Afrikaner who credits the Lord with his 
success in the world of high finance. In 
case you should have doubted it, he 
frequently can.i.es a Bible tucked under 
his aim, and opens and closes business 
meetings with prayer. 

"Ja," says a detracto1; "and between 
prayers he's screwing everybody." (A 
Volkskas directorship was one of his eai·ly 
achievements.) 

"I said to Korsten he 
must raid the family 
jewels to pay 
the Fund back." 
But nothing of that 
kind happened. 

Kersten qualified as an accountant at 
Wits before joining the IDC in 1964. 
(Which raises the question: Is his talent 
for spotting the main chance inherent or 
acquired?) In 1970 he was a founder 
director of Finansbank (together with 
that other expe1t in how the Bible can be 
used in business, Piet Liebenberg - see 
nosel 7). In the eai·ly 80s he was a director 

• 

of Volkskas Merchant Bank. Then, in 
1986, he acquired a stalce in Hill Samuel 
Merchant Bank Oater sold to Investec). 
By 1990 Kersten and his family had 
consolidated their business interests in a 
holding company called Corporate 
Acceptances Finance (CAF), which was 
controlled by the Korsten family trust. 

Eai·ly in 1994 Korsten instmcted his 
associate, Jonathan Bulwe1; to make 
inquili.es about an insolvent company he 
was conside1i.ng buying for the nominal 
sum of RlOO. As the asking price 
suggested, the company itself was neai· 
wo1thless. Less well known, howeve1; was 
that the company, AM International 
(formerly Addressograph-Multigraph, 
later AMK Technologies), had R32m in its 
staff pension fund. Equally fo1tuitously; 
the fund did not have any trustees, since 
it was underwritten and admimstered by 
Old Mutual. (By law pension funds 
administered by a registered insurer are 
deemed to be so professionally and pru
dently managed - and have their assets 
so well secured - that they do not need a 
boai·d of trustees.) 

At Korsten's suggestion, Bulw:er went 
off to consult Ge1t van der Linde, an 
actuaiy- and a fi.iend ofKorsten's. (They 
at one time served on the same kerlu-aad. 
How did we guess?) 

Lauii.e, it seems, wanted to know if they 
could lay their hands on all that pension 
money, although in the more careful 
language of the Appeal Court, Bulwer 
"inquil·ed from Van der Linde whether a 
company pension fund could invest its 
funds in the employer company's 
business". 

Van der Linde later claimed he made it 
clear to Bulwe1~ and to Korsten, that a 
pension fund can by law only invest in its 
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participating employer with the written 
consent of the Registrar of Pension 
Funds; and then only to a maximwn of 
10% of the fund's assets. 

Korsten would have known this 
anyway: in 1991 he had chaired a 
commission of inquiry into Government 
Pension Funds. The fact that he had 
Bulwer ask van der Linde for advice on 
this obvious point suggests a strategy to 
confuse the issue of who was to blame for 
what was to follow. 

In March 1994 Korsten did the deal. 
Korfinans (Pty) Ltd, a subsidiary of CAF, 
became the holding company of AMK 

On 26 April 1994 AMK, now under 
Korsten's control, purported to appoint 
Van der Linde's company as "actuaiies, 
consultants and administrators" of its 
employee benefit schemes - including its 
pension fund. 

On 6 June, following a discussion with 
Renier Botha of the Financial Services 
Boai·d, Van der Linde applied to the 
Registrai· of Pensions for his consent for 
the Fund to invest in AlVlK and 
Korfinans. 

In the comse of their discussion, Botha 
had explained to Van der Linde that, in 
order for the fund to invest even 10% in 
Korsten's companies, it first had to be 
changed from an underwritten fund, 
whose assets could only be held by a 
recognised insurer, to a privately 
administered fund. (This could, of comse, 
only happen with the consent of the 
members of the pension fund.) 

These and other requirements would 
need to be complied with before such an 
investment could be considered. 

But on 17 November 1994, without any 
of these requirements having been met, 
Laurie Korsten sent a note to Van der 
Linde asking him to instruct Old Mutual 
to transfer all the AMK Pension Fund's 
moneys to the bank account of his holding 
company, CAF. A letter to this effect was 
duly sent to Old Mutual. By law OM may 
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Laurie Korsten - giving Christianity 
a bad name. 

only transfer a pension fund it adminis
ters to another underwiitten fund 
administrator - and then only with the 
Registrai's wiitten consent. 

Howeve1~ on the strength of Korsten's 
letter alone - and without first obtaining 
the Registraes written consent or 
checking anything- Old Mutual on 7 and 
20 December 1994 paid the AMK Pension 
Fund's entire capital - in excess ofR32m 
- into CAF's current account at Standai·d 
Bank. 

On the same day Korsten transfen-ed 
R30m of it into another CAF account at 
FNB. From there, within days, the money 
went to vaiious companies in which the 
Korsten family had interests. 

Van der Linde would later claim: "I was 
pressmised by my clients. They wanted 
the money · as quickly as possible." 
Although he knew it was illegal for 
pension fund money to be mixed in with 
the money of a business, Van der Linde, a 
chai-tered accountant, claimed he was 
helpless in the face of Lamie Korsten's 
instrnctions. 

In the inte1im, Lamie and his brothe1~ 
Jan Korsten, appointed themselves as 
tlustees of the fund, so that, as benign 

• 

tiustees, they could approve their own 
actions as grasping employers. In June 
1995, the Financial Services Board (FSB) 
gave consent for the conversion of the 
AMK Pension Fund into a plivately 
administered fund (not knowing that Old 
Mutual had already, six months earlie1~ 
paid out all the fund's money to Korsten's 
company -without secwity). 

The FSB believed that new auditors 
had been appointed to the Fund and that 
its tlustees had obtained fidelity insur
ance. Korsten, through Van der Linde, 
had told them so. None ofit was trne. 

By that time 60 pensioners had already 
retired since CAF took over. They 
remained blissfully unaware of develop
ments: Karsten provided Van der Linde 
with money to pay them their monthly 
pensions from CAF's operating expenses 
to cover the deception. 

Employees continued to contiibute to 
the Fund, even though, by this tinie, it 
had effectively ceased to exist. The 
contiibutions went into the Korsten kitty. 
In mid 1996 the FSB noted that the AMK 
Pension Fund had not filed its audited 
annual financial statements, and began 
malcing increasingly alru.med inquiiies. 

Extension after extension was granted 
until, in December 1996, the Registrai,s 
inquiries could no longer be avoided. 
Korsten then disclosed that there were 
"problems". 

When FSB official Renier Botha found 
out what had happened he was appalled: 
"I said to him (Korsten) he must go and 
raid the family jewels to pay the Fund 
back." Needless to say, nothing happened. 

KPMG, who were brought in to audit 
the mess, found that so-called loans had 
been made from CAF to Korfinans and to 
AMK amounting to more than R25m, 
most of it pension fund money. Karsten 
had approved the transfers. 

KPMG reported the matter to the 
Public Auditors and Accounts Board. The 
board did not pm·sue the case against 



Lawie as he was not registered as an 
accountant and the case involving Jan is 
still pending. Incredibly, there has been 
no Board inquiry into the actions of Gert 
van der Linde. 

At the beginning of January 1997, 
Korsten tried to do a deal to settle his 
debt to the fund. The FSB found his 
proposal to be "totally unrnalistic" and, in 
March 1997, the Registrar of Pensions 
applied to cowt to have the AMK Pension 
Fund placed under the cw·atorship of 
Johannesburg attorney Tony Moste1t (of 
AL Moste1t & Co). Within a month 
Mostert had put the CAF group of 
companies into liquidation and launched 
an inquiry in tenns of the Companies Act. 
The inquiry revealed that, shmtly before 
liquidation, large swns of money were 
paid from the group's accounts to 
members ofKorsten's family. 

Moste1t went after the money, applying 
for the sequestration of the Korstens' 
estates. In a bid to avoid fonnal seques
tration (which would preclude them from 
continuing to serve as company directors) 
Lawie and Jan proposed sw·rendering 
their entire estates to the cw-ator on an 
informal basis. Mostert rejected the offer 
when Laurie claimed that his net estate 
was wmth less than R800 000 - against a 
pension fund loss which, with interest, 
amounted to R50m! 

On the day before final sequestration 
orders were to be granted, the Korstens 
agreed to hand over cash and assets in 
the order of R6.25 million. Mostert 
accepted the deal. 

In Sept 1998 Korsten and his brother 
were arrested on charges of fraud and 
theft. Two years later they were acquitted 
on all charges, following a truly dismal 
prosecution by an inexpe1ienced prosecu
tor in the Johannesburg High Court. 

The prosecutor forgot to prove the most 
basic elements of the fraud: he failed to 
prove that the Fund existed as a legal 
entity and no evidence was led of the 
Korstens' obvious criminal intent. ''The 
accused must be shown to have known 
that they were acting illegally," Judge 
Labuschagne noted. 

Instead, Van der Linde, who was called 
as a prosecution witness, took the blame. 
He (conveniently?) testified that the idea 
and the recommendation for the scheme 
was his, and that Lawie Korsten "must 
have believed the transfer was legal". 

The judge gave prominence to the 
family's effotts to rescue the situation, the 
same effo1ts which had so underwhelmed 
both the cw-ator and the FSB. He found 
that the transfer of money from the 
pension fund was done "completely in 
bona fide fashion" - despite the fact that 
it was in conflict with all the rules. 

In September 2000, fresh from his 
acquittal, Korsten set about resto1ing his 
reputation, issuing a press release 
claiming his family was setting up a bust 
fund to assist with hardship cases among 
the unf01tunate pensioners. 

He claimed the family would "donate 
another Rlm" to the JC Ttust fund. (JC, 
geddit?). Pensioners were invited to apply 
to the bust for assistance. Pensioners, in 
return, demanded representation as 
t1ustees and fwther details. Korsten 
refused and, as far as is known, no money 
was ever paid out. 

In his public statement Korsten 
pleaded ignorance: "I took certain 
decisions and delegated investment to 
others. I should have b·ained better and 
kept the reins on. There was never a 
question of enriching myself In the 
process (of s01ting out the problem) my 
family and I wrote off R20m." The FSB 
and Moste1t weren't impressed. They 
pointed out that the Korstens were, by 
their own admission, responsible for the 

Karsten had an acronym 
HIT, which stood for 
Honesty, Integrity and 
Trust. He missed the S. 
(For Sincerity, of course!) 

"unlawful and wrongful" transfer of 
pension fund money to their family 
company. ''The claim that his family has 
contributed R20 million is also false." 

Undaunted, Korsten went on to declare 
on Alec Hogg's business programme that 
when the money was transferred into 
CAF's account, "we thought this was fine, 
we could now do with those funds as we 
pleased". Ignorance is tiuly bliss. 

At Chiistmas he sent messages to a 
nwnber of AMK pensioners, praying that 
the Lord would "satisfy their eruthly 
needs". No sw·p1ise, really. At AMK he 
had a little acronym he liked to promote: 
HIT. It stood for Honesty, Integrity and 
Tiust. He missed out the S for Sincerity. 

To get back to Old Mutual, where the 
business cultme was easily epitomised by 
the acronym: S-H-1-T. 

Just to recap: Mutual had on the 
strength of a letter from Korsten simply 

paid over the money - in conflict with the 
Pension Funds Act and the Financial 
Institutions Act, and without making any 
inquiry about who they were paying. 

When, in December 1997, Mostert 
issued summons in the Cape High Cotut 
against Old Mutual for damages, the 
Pinelands (sony, London) mafia hied 
eve1y t1ick in the book to wiiggle out of 
it's responsibilities. (As counsel in the 
case remru·ked, Old Mutual could have 
been paying the money out to the 
Korstens' gru·dener for all they knew. 
Judge Blignault's tiposte - that perhaps 
the money would have been safer if Old 
Mutual lwd paid it to the gardener - was 
jocular, but telling.) 

First they ru·gued the pension fund's 
claim was stale since Moste1t had served 
his swnmons one day over the three year 
deadline (calculated from when Old 
Mutual paid out the money to Korsten's 
company). Quite a.pa.it from the fact that 
this was so obviously wrong - presc1ip
tion would have nm from the date on 
which the victims, or the curator, 
discovered the deed - and that it was 
cleru·ly only a tactic being used by Old 
Mutual to push up costs and delay 
proceedings, the fact that Old Mutual was 
prepru·ed to raise the point at all was a 
tenible reflection on its integiity. 

On the eve of the tiial, Mutual 
abandoned this ru·gument, but fought on 
on eve1y other possible technical gi·ound. 
Inter alia they ru·gued that the Fund (in 
the fo1m of its trusty new trustees, the 
Korstens) had retroactively agreed to the 
improper payment and had therefore 
acquiesced in the breach of contract. 

Judge Blignault found that Old Mutual 
had acted wrongfully - but, he said, the 
Fund had not shown OM's act was the 
cause of the actual loss. He distnissed the 
cw·ato1~s case with costs. 

Old Mutual was cock-a-hoop after this 
victory over pensioners who had 
bustingly paid their conttibutions into its 
coffers for decades. The head ofOM's legal 
department, Koos Stassen, made a 
personal appearance at the press 
conference held to celebrate the outcome. 

The company had not reckoned on 
Mosteit's outrage and determination. The 
cw·ator launched an appeal, which he 
succeeded in having heru·d by the Coutt of 
Appeals in Bloemfontein in record time. 

At the Appeal Coutt there were more 
technical arguments from Old Mutual, 
some old, one new. They now went so fru· 
as to suggest that a pension fund is not a 
legally recognised entity ("persona") and 
cannot, therefore, conclude a valid 
contract or sue! By vittue of the same 
ru·gument, the members of a pension fund 
ad.ministered by OM have no contractual 
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claim against the company. That argu
ment alone, we would have .thought, 
would be enough to frighten off anyone 
from ent1usting his pension savings to 
Old Mutual. 

But the recklessly confident Old 
Mutual team went fwiher: they claimed 
that, while technically it had been illegal 
for OM to pay the pension fond's money 
to Korsten's company without written 
permission from the Registrar of 
Pensions (and before the necessary legal 
changes had been made to the stmctme 
of the fund), it was not in fact illegal. The 
reason? It has over the years become 
accepted industry practice to transfer 
pension funds without such approval! 
(They called a witness, one Reynecke 
from Momentum Life, to testify to that!) 

True, these outrageous arguments aU 
received shoti shrift from the Appeal 
Cmui. But there you have it from the 
horse's mouth, Ladies and Gentlemen: as 
far as Old Mutual itself is concerned, all 
those lovely adve1is inviting you to tiust 
it with your retirement savings and the 
care ofloved ones are pure fantasy. 

In finding against Old Mutual, Appeal 
Judge Smalberger noted: "It seems clear 
that if Old Mutual had complied with the 
conditions of exemption, the Rules of the 
Fund and the Policy, [then] the payments 
to CAF in December 1994 would not have 
been made. However, ifits thinking at the 
time accorded with that reflected in the 
argument presented to us ... then it is 
unsw1>rising that events took the course 
they did. Mr Ganntlett SC, for Moste1i, 
has typified these arguments on behalf of 
Old Mutual as cynical. There is much to 
be said for that." 

There is also much that could be added: 
how about criminal and corrupt? 

It took a three-and-a-half year court 
battle - and hundreds of thousands of 
rands in advance legal fees - to bring 
OM to account for its misdemeanours. 

What, now, of Mutual's executive 
directors and their legal chief, Koos 
Stassen? Will they resign or be fired? 
Have they no shame? Probably not. 

Stassen, who was present at the 
Appeal Cowi to instruct his legal team, is 
back at Old Mutual's SA headquruiers in 
Pinelands, apparently· confident of 
having served the company entirely to 
his bosses' satisfaction. 

By all acconnts - read ow- next story -
Chairman Levett and his fellow 
executive directors shru·e his arrogant 
cynicism. 

That leaves you, dear reader, to 
reconsider yow· position - and to ponder 
the lot of the hundreds of thousands of 
pensioners still trapped in their cool 
embrace. n 
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O ld M utua l's teflon man 

Mr Greyling and friends 
Don't we remember the saga of stock 
exchange whiz-kid Greg Blank's arrest 
and incarceration for his prui in 1991's 
Old Mutual scandal! 

Even then it was widely believed that 
only half the story had been told - and 
that, in a sense, Blank had taken the fall 
on behalf of othe1; bigger, players. 

That story is now beginning to unravel. 
The OM scam worked as follows: 
Fund managers and dealers on OM's 

staff would secretly pw·chase stock, for 
their own account, in companies whose 
mru·ket capitalisations were small. (The 
small size of these companies made it 
easy to chase up the shru·e price.) Having 
chased up the p1ice, the conspirators 
would ruTange for Old Mutual to buy 
stock in the company they had targeted. 

Assume that the conspirators had 
bought stock at Rl per share. When the 
shru·e price reached R.~ per share [easy 
enough to manage in a small cap counter 
but impossible with an Anglo or De 
Beers], they would ensme their shares 
were made available to Old Mutual for 
purchase. They would arrange this 
anonymously, either through the broker 
who had executed their original 
pw·chases, or through another broker. 

This process is commonly known as 
"front running" but, of course, it is 
actually fraud and a gross abuse of the 
positions of bust held by the OM fund 
managers and dealers involved. 

We now know they were running such 
scams as early as 1983. By 1988 they 
were brazenly flannting mansions and 
flash cru·s. (Mruio Celotti had a larger 
Mercedes than chairman Mike Levett's, 
which he pru·ked in a neighbouring OM 
parking bay.) 

As obviously, the OM pension funds 
they managed were performing abysmal
ly - but OM's general manager invest
ments, Johannes van der Horst, and bis 
assistant, Rob Lee, saw nothing. (A 
quality, apparently, which recommends 
them t,o OM. They are still there, looking 
after pensioners' interests as diligently as 
always.) What does Levett do at OM? 

When, in February 1991, the scam was 
officially brought to the OM board's 
attention by disaffected brokers, a range 
of personalities and institutions were 
drawn int,o the fray. They included the 

JSE, Cape AG Frank Kahn, and the 
Office for Serious Economic Offences. 

As a result of their investigations many 
fund managers and some traders 
[dealers] lost their jobs. OM executives 
handled their exposw·e vruiously: Celotti 
fled South Afiica, never t,o be seen again; 
David Shapiro committed suicide; Colin 
Harper (OM's principal trader) had 
retired in splendom t,o Hermanus before 
the bust. He sang for Kahn, whereafter 
his old mates at OM appru·ently decided 
to leave him to enjoy his ill-gotten gains 
in peace. (After all, he had only defrauded 
policyholders and pensioners!) 

Their collaborating stockbroke1; Greg 
Blank, served a small - comfortable and 
cheerful - pali of his eight-yeru· jail 
sentence before being released on parole. 

The brokers most involved - Ed Hem 
Rudolph and Frankel Kluger - labow·ed 
for years under the JSE's protracted 
investigations. Initially they denied guilt, 
but in the end pleaded guilty to lesser 
chru·ges, and paid large fines. Both firms 
were ultimately sold off t,o banks. 

A surprising number of the main 
players appru-ently succeeded in persuad
ing Kahn to grant them immunity from 
prosecution in exchange for a (some
times) foll disclosw-e of their own - and 
others' - involvement. Chief amongst 
them was Peter Rawson, an ex
Zimbabwean stockbroker who now lives 
in London and is a frequent visitor to SA. 
(His London-listed company, called RND, 
was subsequently bought by Rand 
Merchant Bank.) Rawson only ag1:eed to 
co-operate with the SA auth01ities after 
being granted indemnity from pros
ecution. No attempt has been made to sue 
him civilly for damages. 

What has only emerged now from 
records of a victim of a Rawson scheme -
and from scrutiny of Blank's biography 
(by fo1mer Stai· editor Rex Gibson) - is 
how selectively the law was applied. 

A re-reading of Gibson's book - coupled 
with examination of other publicly avail
able infonnation - reveals the scheme 
operated at OM for much longer than has 
been admitted - and involved big players 
who have escaped unnamed. 

One of them was Alan Greyling, 
fo1merly the OM manager chru·ged with 
supe1intending the health of its invest-



ments in small market cap stocks. 
Greyling has been described by a 
colleague at the time as mild-mannered, 
charming and inoffensive. As it now 
transpires, Greyling was a key figure -
perhaps the central mastermind - of the 
synclicate whose kindergarten was the 
OM in Pinelands, the steward of billions 
in pensions and savings painstakingly 
accrned by individuals over many years. 

Greyling is currently CEO of a Cape 
Town-based company called Attorneys at 
Law, formed last year. Curiously, KPMG 
holds a 50% equity stalrn in the company. 
(KPMG is akeady wrestling with the fall
out that followed the recent arrest of one 
of its forensic directors allegedly in valved 
in customs irregularities.) 

It is reasonable to argue that individ
uals who falter once (perhaps even twice) 
can be forgiven and rehabilitated once 
their debts are repaid to society. But . 
Greyling has consistently avoided even a 
mention, let alone prosecution. He was 
granted a blanket indemnity in retmn for 
something - information, presumably. 

It seems that not only was Greyling a 
key member of the syndicate that took 
root in OM con-idors; he was also a 
member of an inner cabal which made 
profits by running the same scams for a 
second, perhaps even third time! 

More extraordinary is that this wasn't 
known to other syndicate members. 

It transpires that Greyling and Shapiro 
connived to hold another account through 
Jo'burg stockbroker Johnny Solms. They 
dealt using the same structmes in small 
market cap stocks - but these dealings 
were hidden from their erstwhile 
protners in c1-ime. (The received wisdom 
of the time was that Solms had merely 
acted as the syndicate's laundromat.) 

We now know that Greyling received 
moneys for the second scam for as long as 
three to four months after he left Mutual, 
at least until March 1991. Neither 
Greyling nor Solms were ever chro·ged, 
prosecuted or fined by any institution 
involved in safeguarding SA's investors. 

It appears Greyling has enjoyed 
indemnity from prosecution for his role in 
two fraudulent schemes - the first being 
for the OM scam we all know about, the 
second being for a scam within the scam. 

Greyling resigned from OM to take up 
a position with Pi-ima Bank. Pi-ima, it will 
be remembered, managed to get its hands 
on Cape Investment Banlc (CIB) in 
December 1990. After CIB was put into 
liquidation, its auditor Philip Wessels, 
then with Deloitte & Touche and now MD 
of Boland Banlc, was asked to advise on 
the integrity of CIB's management. 
Wessels repo1ted to a meeting on May 13 
1991. Among those present were Franl< 

Kahn, Col Max Olckers of the SA Police, 
John Lauw and '1Jaa1t du Plessis of 
KPMG (in their capacities as CIB's 
liquidators), Koos Stassen and David 
Wall<er of Old Mutual, and Chro·les van 
Staden of the Reserve Bank. According to 
the minutes, Wessels confined his 
comments to Alan Greyling, at the time of 
CIB's liquidation, its head of operations: 

"Prior to Greyling joining CIB, he held 
the position of manager of the Small 
Company's portfolio at Old Mutual. 
[Privately] Greyling, in partnership with 
David Shapiro, fo1med an investment 
partnership called Comores Investments 
at broker M du Toit Solms. The broker 
statements, showing the movement of 
this account over a period of time were 
brought to the attention of Old Mutual, 
where Philip Wessels became aware of 
the information [Wessels was also 
Mutual's auditor at the time]. The 
registered address of Comores Invest
ments was Alan Greyling's home address. 
The cheque payments for the profits 
made by Comores Investments, were split 

50/50 and paid to Alan Greyling and 
David Shapiro. It became evident after 
studying the trading of Comores 
Investments as well as purchases by The 
Small Company Po1tfolio at Old Mutual 
(which was under Greyling's manage
ment) that Comores Investments sold 
shro·es to the Old Mutual." 

At the same meeting, Kahn told KPMG 
that his investigation "would not be 
hromed" if the CIB liquidators confronted 
Alan Greyling with this information. 
"Greyling should be clismissed from his 
present position," he suggested. 

It's hard, then, to understand, two 
years later, the same Alan Greyling 
became a founding member of KPMG's 
forensics division. Those investigating 
others with a view to ci-iminal proceed
ings, ro·e expected to conduct themselves 
with the same propriety as Caesails wife. 

Asked to explain Greyling's · appoint
ment, John Louw says "we cleared 
Greyling's position with OSEO. They gave 
an unde1talting that Greyling wouldn't be 
prosecuted. He [Greyling] was fine as fro· 
as they were conce1ned." 

This isn't, unfo1tunately, the end of the 
Greyling saga. Dm-i.ng ero·ly Januroy 
1991, CIB's management became aware 
of what they tenned Greyling's "reckless 
and fraudulent'' behaviour concerning 

Prima Bank. They made a fruitless effort 
- a one-day stand - to wrest control of 
CIB from Pi-ima, whose main players 
have long since scattered - some under 
myste1-ious circumstances. We now know 
that on December 17, 1990, Greyling took 
chro·ge of CIB management on behalf of 
Pi-ima. According to an affidavit sworn by 
Freddie Marais, then GM of CIB's 
Treasmy, within the first week Greyling 
issued and/or enticed holders of R75m of 
CIB loans to join him in issuing 
fraudulent liquid banlcers' acceptances 
(BAs). Some co-operated, some didn't. 

Again according to Marais (in an 
affidavit made out to the Master of the 
Supreme Court and handed to KPMG), 
these BAs were issued to obtain funding 
for CIB by discounting them to the 
Reserve Banl(. The scheme was fraudu
lent, he told the Master, because the 
underlying transactions didn't exist and 
neither did the necessa1y suppo1ting 
letters of credit. 

Sometimes the best laid plans go awry. 
In this case, one CIB client, Riaan Janse 
van Rensburg, CEO of Transvaal 
Distillers, put Greyling's proposal before 
senior counsel. The answer was swift - if 
he went ahead he'd be patty to a fraud. 
Van Rensbw·g declined to sign the BAs 
and then lodged them with noted Cape 
Town attorneys Sonnenbergs. 

Greyling was so angered by Van 
Rensbw-g's response that he tried to have 
him arrested for theft of the bills, which 
were in trust at Sonnenbergs. Eventually, 
in Feb 1991, Greyling [GIB] applied for 
liquidation of Transvaal Distillers 
Holdings. Justice Conradie had this to 
say in his judgement on the application: 

"If the respondents ro·e correct in their 
allegations [which we now know were 
true], serious irregulru-ities were com
mitted by the applicant [GIB under its 
new managem,ent led by Greylin.g]. Mr 
Greyling's affidavit in reply was ce1tainly 
unsatisfacto1y and deserves some of the 
scorn pomed on i t by Mr [Pete,:] Hodes, 
SC. Pi-ima facie this is a matter which I 
consider ought to be investigated by the 
Attorney-General and ought to be 
brought to the attention of the Registrro· 
of BanlIB to take whatever steps may be 
considered approp1-iate." 

Nothing came of that recommendation, 
either. So, since 1994, he has been 
involved with one of the world's foremost 
and most prestigious accounting fuws, 
KPMG, in the delivery of forensic 
investigations and opinions. Last year 
KPMG and Greyling joined in a 50/50 
protnership in a new companY, Attorneys 
at Law. 

He clearly leads a chromed life with 
many foends in the 1-ight places. n 
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~ arms inquiry .I 

N thing looks as good and 
lean and fresh as a sailor in 

his swnmer whites. Nothing 
ooks as crisply authoritative 

as an admiral in the same, plus lots of 
gold braid on his cap and strapping 
shoulders. Which might explain why 
Vice-Admiral Robert Simpson-Anderson, 
SAN, was one of the first to be called to 
publicly testify before Public Protector 
Selby Baqwa in suppo1t of the govern
ment's controversial arms procurement 
programme. 

Vice-Admiral Simpson-Anderson, who 
retired as chief of the navy in October last 
year, looked the soapie role to pe1fection. 
He also played it to perfection. 

The admiral described the former 
minister of defence, Joe Madise, as "an 
outstanding visionary", crediting Madise 
with the idea of counter-trade or offsets to 
fund the aims purchases. He said he had 
no reason to doubt the integrity of anyone 
who was involved in the navy's projects. 
Of the aims procw·ement programme he 
said: "I think the whole process was ex
tremely well managed. I felt comfortable 
throughout." 

On the delicate subject of Chippy 
Shailt's possible conflict of interest, while 
chaiiman of the Project Control Board 
and chief of acquisitions, the admiral 
played it to perfection. "At the first 

'Joe Modise 
is an outstanding 
visionary' 
Admiral Simpson-Anderson 
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Control Board meeting, held on 
4 December 1998, the chaiiman, Mr 
Shaik informed the meeting of [his 
brother Shabir Shaik's] connection with 
one of the paities [ADS] tendering for the 
corvette combat suite. He proposed to 
recuse himself [and] it was agreed that 
whenever the combat suites were dis
cussed, I would talte over the chaii· and he 
would not talte pait in any discussions or 
decisions. . . . This process was followed 
throughout the period." 

Now here's just one of the questions Mr 
Baqwa discretely failed to asked Admiral 
Bob: What do you have to say, then, 
Admiral, about the memo the programme 
manager for Patrol Corvettes wrote to the 
CEO of Almscor on 11 Feb1uary 2000 
about the rejection of an ADS com
petitor's bid for the navy's inf01mation 
management system. In it he writes: 
'The matter has been referred to and 
discussed at the Project Control Boai·d 
where the final decision not to use [ADS 
competitor) CCil's data bus was exer
cised, with Mr S Shaik indicating that he 
had cabinet supp01t in this regai·d." 

No recusal there. 
And what about the minutes of the 

PCB meeting held on 24 August 1999, 
which list Mr Shailt in attendance as 
chaiiman. Admiral Simpson Anderson is 
recorded as having been present. Again 
no mention of a recusal, or of the admiral 
talting the chair. On the contrai-y, pai·a
graph 10 of the minutes records a discus
sion about the same ADS competitor's 
bid. It starts: "Chief of Acquisitions 
[Chippy Siwik] inf01med the boai·d that 
the CEO of Aimscor had presented this 
matter to the AAC, and that the minister 

supported the issue of the main contrac
tor carrying the overall risk .... " It 
continues to record Chippy's paiticipation 
in the debate for some while longer. The 
minute ii:\ signed by Chippy Shaik as 
chailman. 

In ow· next issue we might just remind 
the admiral of some other interesting 
meetings and discussions he attended. 

l 's taken a few extremely 
dedicated journalists a year to 
gather just some of the facts about 
the scheme Daimler Chrysler and its 

associate in the arms trade, EADS, 
secretly contrived to ingratiate them
selves with public officials by offe1ing 
them "discounts" on expensive luxw-y 
vehicles. 

And then Daimler Cru-ysler SA's chief 
executive, Christoph Kopke has the 
cheek to be outraged about the South 
African media's "aggressive" reporting on 
the matter! Gentlemen, you ain't seen 
nothing yet! 

They have undermined ow- democracy 
by deliberately "schmoozing" and con-upt
ing our elected representatives and those 
who are paid to serve the public interest. 

In the face of growing public disquiet 
about the matte1~ the two companies 
steadfastly refuse to name all those 
whom they persuaded to talte advantage 
of the offer. Their continued refusal to 
reveal the names of the lai·ge but select 
group of MPs and officials they are 
believed to have targeted simply confums 
their probable criminal intent. 

Another question they need to answer: 
what qualified those MPs and officials for 
inclusion on the gift list? n 
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what Se by 
WON'T 

be asking 

It's little wonder that the . two men 
who were the diiving force behind the 
Auditor General's original probe into SA's 
defence purchase package, Wally van 
Heerden and Etienne Smith, have 
resigned from the investigation team. 

So far the public heaiings led by Public 
Protector Selby Baqwa - which Smith 
and van Heerden opposed - have had all 
the incisiveness of a limp handshake. 
They appeai· calculated to give govern
ment a chance to re-state its case in a 
"more constructive" atmosphere than 
that once provided by Parliament's 
Standing Committee on Public Accounts. 

No cross-examination of witnesses is 
allowed and Baqwa appears either too 
poorly informed, or unwilling to test the 
witnesses with details of the acquisition 
process - which was a lot messier than 
the neat flow charts, favoured by the 
securocrats, would have us believe. 

We have decided to put a spanner in 
this thinly clisguised spin session. First, 
let's deal with some of the myths about 
the arms procurement process that 
government would like you to swallow. 
Then we'll raise some questions which 
seem to have got stuck in Baqwa's throat. 

MYTH N0.1: The defence force's shop
ping list was approved by Parliament, 
where it had the support of all parties. 

THE REALITY: The Defence Review 
which years ago was presented to 
Pai·liament contained a design for a 
defence force which South Africa might 
aspire to - but it was made subject, inter 
alia, to affordability and the needs of the 
poor. Ce1tainly implied was that Parlia-

ment would first have to debate and 
approve a budget for the aims shopping
list - before the government concluded 
multi-billion dollai· aims deals 

The cost of the acquisitions suggested 
in the Defence Review were, in any case, 
a fraction of what government has since 
opted to spend on the Strategic Defence 
Package. So much for that myth! 

MYTH N0.2: The decision-making 
process involved so many people at so 
many levels that it was impossible for any 
individual to det.e1mine what should be 
acquired and at what cost - therefore any 
possible conflicts of interest that may 
have existed ai·e of academic interest only. 

THE REALITY: EADS (European Aero
space & Defence Systems - fo1merly 
Daimler Chrysler Aerospace) didn't rely 
on one - they offered inducements to a 
whole spectrum of people who were joint
ly in a position to influence the outcome. 

Consider also the history of the bid by 
Aeromacchi for the supply of fighter 

trainer aircraft. The Arms Acquisition 
Council met on April 30 1998 to 
determine its "preferred choice" for a 
fight.er trainer. The minutes record that 
(then) Defence Minist.er Joe Modise told 
the gathe1ing that "the most inexpensive 
option was not necessa1ily t he best 
option". He instiuct.ed Defence acquisi
tion staff to "beai· this in mind dU1ing the 
selection process". (Wink, wink.) 

This broad hint had no place in a 
process where judgements ai·e supposed 
to be made on the basis of detailed pre-set 
criteria (so-called value syst.ems). And the 
hint obviously didn't have the required 
effect. The Acquisition Council made its 
assessment stiictly in terms of the iules. 

So, on J uly 2 1998, the Strategic Offers 
Committ.ee (co-chaired by Chippy Shaik 
and Llew Swan) had another try. They 
told the fighter trainer project team to 
deteimine both a costed and non-costed 

. option when evaluating bids. This was 
said to be an instruction from the 
minister. (Nudge, nudge.) 

In terms of the officially approved 
procedure, however, there was only one 
option to be considered: the costed option. 
Th rate all the "costed" options, a value
for-money score was anived at for each 
aircraft on offer, by dividing its expertly 

52 --

assessed military value by its cost. The 
until now unheai·d of"non-costed" options 
were to be rated, on the minister's (or Mr 
Shailt's) instrnctions, by military value 
alone, regardless of cost. 

Even so, Aeromacchi's MB339 still 
came first - under both options. In other 
words, the joint Air Force and Aimscor 
technical team still preferred the Italian 
traine1~ even when money was no object. 
(Which, of course, makes nonsense of 
subsequent claims that the Italian jet was 
"inferior technology".) 

Defence experts have also rejected the 
notion that once the Gripen was chosen 
as the fighter, then British Aerospace's 
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Hawk presented a closer fit as trainer. In 
fact, modern trainer cockpits can be fitted 
out to be close to the layout of any fighter. 

But here's a clue as to what was up: 
rated on the approved "costed option'' 
basis, BAe's Hawk, 72% more expensive 
than the MB339, had come third. Now, 
when assessed regardless of cost, it 
moved up to second place. 

Maybe someone, somewhere, was 
trying to influence the selection process in 
BAe's favour. (What did you say, Mr 
Irwin, about this being impossible?) 

In fact, exA.imscor General Manager of 
Acquisition, Erich Esterhuyse, has 
claimed that minutes of his technical 
committee were changed in a way that 
benefited the BAe Hawk when recom
mendations were passed on up the line. 

There has been no whisper of this claim 
at Mr Baqwa's public hearings. 

With success in sight, the Strategic 
Offers Committee made yet another 
intervention, this time orde1ing the 
technical team to adjust their scoring to 
incorporate an assessment of risk. You 
guessed right: once again some points 
were added to the Hawk's score sheet. 
But still not enough to clinch the race in 
its favom·. 

At the penultimate stage of proceed
ings, when points for offsets and finance 
were taken into acconnt, the MB339 was 
still first on the costed option list - but, as 
a non-costed option, the Hawk now, 
finally, shifted to first place! 

Stul)rise, sm-p1ise! A cabinet commit
tee, chaired by then Deputy President 
Thabo Mbeki, opted to go for the more 
expensive Hawk, supposedly on the basis 
of the supe1ior offset (industrial partic
ipation) package offered by BAe. 

But which offset package are we 
talking about? Reliable sotll'ces now claim 
that the list of connter-trade offers 
(promises to proctll'e foreign investment 
in South Aftican industries) attached to 
BAe's final tender proposal in April 1998, 
was not the same as the list which was 
put before the cabinet - and on which it 
supposedly based its decision. A new, 
expanded list had mysteriously been 
substituted at the last minute. 

After the official committee evaluated 
them, and before they went to cabinet, 
the British offset figures were apparently 
"padded up" by adding items which did 
not qualify for inclusion in terms of 
tender specifications. 

'The Hawk offsets that went to cabinet 
included a whole lot of rubbish that was 
out of bounds in terms of the rules," an 
official has told us. "For instance, they 
included an offer by Britain's National 
Power to buy up Eskom power stations. 
That did not qualify for inclusion in the 
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list, because it would be investment in 
infrastructure, whereas the tender spec
ifications called for industrial partici
pation. [But note the curious echoes of this 
offer in our MAP update on page 18.] 

According to these acconnts, someone 
had clearly set out to influence the 
selection process - and succeeded. 

BAe's promised offsets were valued at 
R2b in the list that so impressed the 
cabinet. Not long thereafter, however the 
value dropped to only R200m, when a 
new team, set up to negotiate a final 
contract with the chosen prefen-ed bidde1; 
discovered the padding. 

And what about the case of FBS, 
Logtek and ALE? 

The allegation that Chippy Shaik 
encouraged bidders to enter into part
nership with a politically well-connected 
local company, Futmistic Business 
Solutions (FBS) has been widely pub
lished - but have another look at the 

Is there any truth in 
the allegation that 
FBS and Nkobi 
promised a 
percentage of their 
profits to the ANC? 

sequence of events. In 1999, FBS (its fow· 
shareholders are all well-connected in 
senior ANC circles) was awarded the 
logistics contracts for virtually every 
programme in the defence package -
without having any of the infrastructure 
necessruy to fulfill them. (Value of the 
contracts: about R750m.) 

During the same period, recently 
deprui:ed Defence Minister Joe Modise 
buys about 6% of the shares of Conlog 
Holdings, which has a subsidiary called 
Logtek ... which just happens to have the 
experience and wherewithal to fulfil 
those contracts already awarded to FBS. 
What a happy co-incidence! 

Ai·mscor chaiiman Ron Haywood is 
also on the boru·d of Conlog. So ru·e a 
whole slew of serving and fo1mer Aimscor 
and Denel directors, including Dr Diliza 
Mji. Dr Mji is, of cotll'se, also chaiiman of 
BAe SA- another fortnnate co-incidence. 

The Conlog Holdings board then 
decides to sell Logtek to its management 
and a mystery black empowennent 

partner - at a loss. How kind. Stul)r:ise, 
srnl)rise - when the b1idal veil is pulled 
aside, who should emerge as Logtek's 
new partner but old fiiend Fabulous 
Business Solutions! This marriage made 
in heaven was to be called Applied 
Logistics Enginee1ing. FBS had the 
contacts and the contracts; Logtek had 
the wherewithal to cany them out. 

IT ALL ADS UP! Now the case ofAfiican 
Defence Systems (in a previous era, called 
Altech Defence Systems). 

ADS was pait of the Altech group 
controlled by Bill Venter. Thanks to a 
regulai· flow of defence contracts and 
hundreds of millions of taxpayers' money, 
ADS developed the capability to to put 
together navy combat suites - that is the 
electronics and hardware that make up a 
ship's weapons systems. 

That commitment of public funds 
explains why one of the te1ms of the 
tender for the Navy's new corvettes was 
that the successful foreign bidder would 
have to use combat suites provided by 
ADS and a list of other similarly financed 
local companies. 

After this was ah·eady known, Venter 
sold ADS to French armaments supplier, 
Thomson for a sum believed to be about 
R140 million - an oddly low price, 
considering that ADS was set to get a R..% 
chunk of the new rums contracts. And it 
would still have maintenance contracts 
for the navy's existing, older vessels! 

We can only guess what other consider
ations might have induced the Venter 
family to sell ADS for so few rands. The 
deal does, however, follow a pattem: a SA 
defence company is sold to a foreign 
investor, who happens to be a foreign 
ru'ms manufacturer seeking an outlet for 
its goods; in order to justify its effective 
displacement of a genuinely SA defence 
supplier, it then takes on a token 
"empoweiment" prutner. 

In this case, Thomson bought 100% of 
ADS and then resold (or gave?) 40% ofit 
to empowerment groups: half to FBS and 
half to Nkobi Investments Holdings. 

FBS is of comse led by Modise's long
time associate ·and relative by maniage, 
Lambe1t Moloi. Nkobi is led by Shabir 
Shaik, whose brother Chippy managed 
the arms acquisition process. 

Given ADS' history as a preferred 
supplier to the SA Navy, Minister of 
Trade Alex Irwin might have had some 
justification for bmshing aside charges 
that aims procurement chief Chippy 
Shaik had a conflict of interest when it 
came to ADS's contract to supply (where 
another Shaik is company chairman). 

The real questions relate to how FBS 
and Nkobi were able to secme a stake in 

I· 
I 



·1:-.-... ~. · .- . • arm_s deal myths versus reality • -.- -" ... 

such a surefire company. Was political 
pressure applied on Thomsons to offer 
them their stakes in ADS? Is there any 
truth in the allegation that FBS and 
Nkobi promised a percentage of their 
profits to the ANC? 

The notion of conflict of interest only 
becomes truly significant when we look at 
what happened after the German Frigate 
Conso1tium was selected as prefened 
bidder for the corvette contract. (This 
despite the fact that the Spanish ship 
originally favoured by the navy was 
cheaper and offered higher offsets.) 

In that case, ADS was both player and 
referee and had the Navy over a barrel. 
Which brings us to the next great myth so 
fondly nurtw·ed by the powers that be: 

MYTH N0.3: Government, it is said, did 
not get involved in choosing sub-contrac
tors, so could not have been influenced by 
the fact that several sub contracts bene-

Chippy Shaikh 

fited relatives and friends of the ANC 
leadership and fo1mer government offi
cials. The p1ime contractors were respon
sible for selection of subcontractors, 
because the p1ime contractors had to pro
vide perfo1mance guarantees. 

REALITY TEST: Consider, once again, 
the case of the naval combat suite. 

When Almscor issued tenders for the 
corvettes, it stated that, with a few 
specified exceptions, SA companies were 
going to supply the components. Those 
subcontractors had definitely already 
been chosen by government. Foreign 
bidders for the ship contract were 
supplied with a list of the nominated 
subcontractors and what equipment they 
would be providing. Even the price had 
been fixed: about Rl.47 billion. 

The navy clid not thumb-suck this 
figure. Nominated local contractors had 
provided detailed cost estimates for their 
sub-systems. These were audited and 
approved by the Navy/Almscor team. 

Thus the notion that government has 

being trying to sell - that "procurement 
does not deal with subcontractors" - is 
completely off the mark. The bid docu
ment told the foreign bidders - known as 
the p1ime contractors - that "allowance 
must also be made in the offer for p1ime 
contractor responsibility". That presented 
both a problem and a loophole. 

They would have to tal{e responsibility 
for subcontractors, arguably also those 
local ones nominated by the Navy. 
Foreign bidders were required to provide 
for risk (such as if the local supplier went 
banluupt, or if its equipment clidn't work) 
in their overall bid. 

But it appears that this provision was 
rather loosely applied by Annscor. After 
the Geiman Frigate Conso1tium was 
chosen, it then joined forces with 
Thomson/ADS. 

The price of the combat suite suddenly 
went up dramatically from Rl.47b to 
R3.9b. By March 1999 the chief project 
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officer for the corvettes, Captain (now 
Rear Admiral) Johnny Kamerman wrote 
an angry letter to the Geiman Frigate 
Consortium complaining that the ADS 
quote for the combat suite was nearly 
double that tendered by the SA supplier. 

But the prime contractors simply 
blamed the price increase on the 1isk 
premium they had added for using SA 
contractors. In effect, ADS was able to 
massively inflate p1ices, trading on the 
strong political commitment both to ADS 
and its well-connected empowerment 
paitners - and to a deal with Germany. 

An example: the price quoted by ADS 
for one subsystem was R64.73m. But, 
when forced by the navy to quote against 
another bidder, ADS quickly dropped 
their price to R29.65m - less than half 
their original bid, but still higher than the 
other company's tender, which was for 
R26.43m. ADS got the tender. 

Another example: The p1ice quoted by 
ADS for another subsystem was R45.9m. 
Again, when forced by the navy to quote 
against a competitor, ADS dropped their 

price to R18.9m. This time the competitor 
won the contract, with a quote ofR14.lm! 

No provision was apparently made in 
the tender contract to allow for indepen
dent adjuclication of so-called risk and the 
premium that ADS could charge on 
preselected local subcontractors' tenders. 
Eventually the navy assumed some 
R600m-wmth of risk on subcontracts in 
order to reduce the price. 

REALITY 2: RENK AND GEAR RATIO. 
One of the subsystems on the corvette 
was the contract to supply the massive 
gears which fmm the linl{ between engine 
and propellers. There were two bids: the 
one from Maag, the other from Renlt, 
both foreign. The GFC chose Maag, as did 
the navy's technical team. (The navy 
team formally informed the GFC of their 
choice in June 1999.) 

Then Almscor wanted Renie In August 
Almscor wrote to the GFC stating that it 

Joe Modise 

wished to "notify GFC of the impo1tance 
of Reumech Gear Ratio to Almscor and 
the Depaitment of Defence". 

Reumech Gear Ratio, a local company 
which was in the process of being sold to 
B1itish defence firm Vickers, relied on its 
profitable relationship with Renlt. 

So here a selection made by the 
preferred prime contractor and formally 
endorsed by the Project Control Board 
(consisting of the Navy, DoD and 
Aimscor), was later ove1tw11ed by the 
latter - so much for the government's 
contention of no involvement in the 
selection of subcontractors! 

Despite the fact that Maag upped their 
industrial pai·ticipation offer and offered 
to sow·ce some of the work from Geai· 
Ratio, the nod went to Renie Could it be 
possible that the decision had something 
to do with the fact that a company called 
DGD Technologies (co-directors: Diliza 
Mji and Moeletsi Mbeki) was negotiating 
for a stalrn in ReumechNickers? 

That's another question Selby should -
but probably won't ask. n 
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Cluisto Wiese might have lost out at 
Boland Bank and BoE, but he's still very 
much Mr Big in town. Just look at the 
Clifton skyline. 

Wiese's property interests first featured 
in noseweek when he bought the historic 
Lanzerac Hotel and manor house from 
Alpha Bank for R2 million. The bank was 
under Reserve Bank curatorship, Wiese 
was a Reserve Bank director, and 
Lanzerac's hue value was said to be more 
in the region 'ofR20 million. 

Wiese still owns Lanzerac, but in 
recent times his favourite residence has 
been a small bungalow at Fomth Beach, 
Clifton. Or, as it now transpires, several 
small bungalows at Clifton. Which is 
difficult to explain, since no person may 
own - or "have an interest in" - more 
than one Clifton bungalow. That's the 
mle. But then, to Cluisto Wiese, a rule is 
but a challenge. Ask BoE. 

Actually, the several bungalows in 
question - well, four of them anyway -
have already all disappeared, to be 
replaced by one big hole with a single 
constmction crane towe1ing over it. 

This sliver ofland between the Atlantic 
Ocean and the back of Table Mountain is 

famous for its bikini beach. It's also the 
most expensive bit ofreal estate in Afi.ica. 
It's humble oligins have all but been 
forgotten. After WWl the City Council 
made small plots on Fourth Beach 
available to returning soldiers at a 
modest rental. The leases were re
newable monthly, and the soldiers were 
only allowed to put up temporary wooden 
bungalows. 

Its innocence and magical atmosphere, 
with white patches of beach nestling 
between massive granite boulders, were 
the stuff of legend. Clifton gets the last 
rays of afternoon sun, and in summer 
that makes for long, languid evenings. 

And, nowadays, for those mindful of 
such things, it can't be beat for status. 
(Within weeks of their unexpected anival 
in South Afoca, Mafia banker Vito 

Palazzolo's sons acquired a Clifton 
bungalow.) 

Over the years Clifton retained a 
ce1tain mstic chrum. The plots remained 
available only on sho1t lease with stiict 
restlictions on the size of bungalows. 

In the early 1980's the City Council 
received proposals for a major hotel 
development on the 1idge at Fourth 
Beach. Bungalow owners rallied under 
the leadership of advocate Gerald Gordon 
and successfully scuppered the plan. 

The campaign galvanised the bunga
low owner's association into negotiations 
with the Council to purchase the land. 
The result was that in the early 90's the 
City Council offered the plots for sale to 
the leaseholders at what, it has since 
transpired, were very reasonable plices. 

The histo1ic aspect of Clifton had for 
years been protected by temporary 
proclamations from the National Monu
ments Cormcil. Now the City Council put 
conditions into the deeds of sale to protect 
its character. Among the stipulations: 
The houses had to remain single story 
and wooden-sided, and trees couldn't 
even be tiimmed without the munici
pality's wiitten consent. 

But then vruious Mr Bigs began to 
anive from upcormtry - and from out-of
country - with their own ideas of what 
was lekker by die see. Inevitably there 
were clashes with long-te1m residents. 

When residents complained about 
Brian Gilbe1tson's decidedly less modest 
plans for "extending" his bungalow, he 
told them: ''Don't argue, or you'll be sorry" 
- and went ahead, regru·dless of the mies. 
The Billiton boss is not exactly famous for 
his shy and retiiing ways. 

Gilbe1tson's neighbow·s promptly got a 
humiliating court interdict against him 
(from the Magistrate's Court-cost R600). 

Now, residents believe, Gilbertson has 
taken to parking a large Landrove1~ 
covered with an unsightly green 
tarpaulin outside his brmgalow - just to 
aggravate them. 

But it's Cluisto Wiese who's really got 
the Clifton grapevines humming. 

Cluisto transferred the bungalow he 
owned into the name of his wife, Cru·o, 
some years ago. Caro's father, Japie 
Basson, owns the bungalow just opposite 
hers. Her sister, Ester Mouton,. owns an 
adjoining plot. All kosher. The other 
property on the point is held in the name 
of Maud Louw. More about that anon. 

Wiese's redevelopment incorporates all 
fow· plots. All fom· bungalows have made 
way for one massive excavation. 

The mies? Wiese is a master at work
ing the rule book. Bungalows can't go up, 
but where's the mle that says they can't 
go down? The hole will accommodate 

underground bedrooms and batlu·ooms. 
The rules forbid any direct link 

between houses. There's none to be seen. 
But neither will there be any boundary 
walls between them. 

A ve1itable Wiese compound - already 
dubbed Camp Cluisto by the locals. 

''Megalomania", commented one long
time resident, contemplating the scale of 
the unde1taking. 

But that's not all. Now tallc is that 
Wiese is moving to take over the entire 
1idge - prope1ty by property. 

How is that possible in terms of the 
mles? Well consider the case of Maud 
Louw's bungalow which Wiese had 
demolished. Did she not object? 

Apparently not. Closer inspection of 
Deeds Office records reveals that Maud 
has registered a Rl.25m bond on the 
property in favow· of Christo's friend and 
business paitner, Mrutin Wragge. The 
bond is interest free. But now the really 
innovative bit: she can never pay off the 
"loan"! It can only be discharged by 
transfening the property into the name 
of Wragge or his nominee. 

Maud Louw doesn't live there anymore. 
Meanwhile Wiese's father-in-law has 

taken up residence in the former home of 
Percy Sieff. The bungalow is still 
registered in Sieff's name, but Wiese has 
renovated it extensively. And, guess what, 
Sieff has registered a bond on the 
property for Rl2m - in favour of Cru·o 
Wiese. (Sieff bought the prope1ty in 1994 
for R791 000.) 

Next to the Sieff's bungalow is that of 
Geoff and Sue Grylls. Wiese is said to 
have made them an offer they "couldn't 
refuse" - for Rl4m. The property is still 
registered in the name of Suzanne G1ylls, 
and the G1ylls are still in residence - for 
the time being. 

Then there's the blick bungalow next to 
the church - recently extensively reno
vated by Wiese - where the family is 
temporruily resident. He's said to have 
acquired lights of usage over it - please 
note, not ownership. 

The cottage next to the Gilbe1tsons is 
registered in the name of Rose Goldin, 
who passed away recently and ... who 
knows? 

'1've heard rumours that Mr Wiese has 
an interest in more than one Clifton 
property, but no-one has been prepru·ed to 
come forward with a fo1mal complaint," 
says Mruie Odendaal of the Council's 
estates depaitment. 

That's that then. But there's no 
doubting it: whoever's responsible 
for that big hole clearly wants 
the world to know that he's 
Clifton's new Mr Big! n 
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Who is Ndebele 
taking 
fora 
bumpy 
ride? 

Poor Sbu Ndebele. The limitlessly 
ambitious provincial minister for 
transpo1t in KwaZulu Natal has been 
blotting his copy-book somewhat recently 

The ANC's leader in KwaZulu Natal 
had been convinced that after the 1999 
elections he was going to be the premier 
of the Province. It came as a bitter 
disappointment when the Inkatha 
Freedom Party pipped the ANC in the 
provincial voting stakes and the ANC 
found itself as the junior paitner in the 
provincial coalition. 

Next he set his sights on becoming 
mayor of the Durban megacity - a 
position potentially at least as powerful 
as that of the premier. Unfortunately, 
Minister Ndebele's abrasive leadership 
style had not endeared him to all his 
provincial ANC colleagues, and there was 
by no means ce1tainty he would be chosen 
to be the ANC candidate. Metro mayor 
Obed Mlaba was also keen to hold onto 
the reins. Another contender was 
Nomusa Dube, who had the supp01t of 
deputy-president Jacob Zuma. 

However Sbu was not to be dannted. 
Talring advantage of the fact that such 
positions ai·e now solely the gift of ANC 
President Thabo Mbeki, Sbu boldly 
approached the great man with the news 
that the structures in KwaZulu Natal 
had agreed he should be the candidate. 

It was only about 12 hours before the 
President was due to annonnce his choice 
for Megacity candidates, that some of the 
stmctures learned about their supposed 
unanimous endorsement of comrade 
Ndebele. We hear that the communica
tion lines buzzed hotly that night before it 
was agreed Mlaba would be the man. 

Perhaps the degree of embarrassment 
this misw1derstanding must have caused 
the President has somewhat cooled 
Mbeki's enthusiasm for his loyal servant 
in KwaZulu Natal. We hear that the 
national ANC has tacitly agreed to adopt 
a hands-off approach to the looming 
battle for the provincial leadership. Paity 
elections are due this month and Ndebele 
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is believed to be losing ground to his long
time rival, health MEC Zweli Mkhize. 

With N debele's position already looking 
vulnerable, a new row has now broken 
into the open - over millions of rands of 
irregulai· expenditw·e on the minister's 
pet taxi project. 

The provincial finance depaitment has 
recently asked the Auditor General's 
office to look into the funding of 
Umthombo Investments and Malandela 
Motor Assemblers. 

Umthombo was a private company set 
up by the department in 1999 as an 
investment vehicle for the provincial taxi 
industiy. Since then, the depaitment has 
been pouring in millions of rands to keep 
the company afloat - and its managers 
have been earning a fat salaiy cowtesy of 
the taxpayer - while the taxi industiy has 
seen little benefit. The majority of 
provincial taxi co-operatives which were 
meant to be shai·eholders in Umthombo 
have rep01tedly collapsed. 

M 
alandela was one of 
Umthombo's main projects. 
The plan was to build 
minibus taxis for the 

industiy at the Nissan Saiu assembly 
pla11t in Pietermaritzburg, which had 
been recently closed. According to 
documents in the possession of noseweek, 
the provincial transpo1t depaitment also 
pumped millions ofrands into Malandela, 
going so far as to disguise the destination 
of the funds by paying them via 
consultailts under the heading "Road 
Safety Projects". 

Both the depaitment and N debele were 
allegedly wained that the scheme was 
contraiy to ti·easury regulations. Shortly 
after the launch ofUmthombo, provincial 
finance director Sipho Shabalala 
apparently approached the depaitment 
and told them that the direct funding of a 
private company by the depaitment was 
irregulai: 

In a bid to comply with the regulations, 
the department entered into an extra-

ordinary contract with Loyal Ndwandwe, 
a director of Umthombo and a friend of 
minister Ndebele. This contract, a copy of 
which is in the possession of noseweek, 
committed the depaitment to provide 
R13m to fund maiiagement suppo1t costs 
for Umthombo from June 1999 to June 
2001. These costs included a monthly fee 
of about R300 000 to be paid to Ndwan
dwe's company Loyal & Associates to 
provide "management expe1tise". 

The contract also gave Ndwandwe 
cru.te blanche to manage the company 
and forced the board of directors retro
spectively to ratify any decision made by 
Ndwandwe - a provision which was 
probably illegal 

According to provincial director of 
public transp01t George Mahlalela, who 
also served as chahman of Umthombo 
and a director of Malandela, only R8m 
has been . spent on Umthombo since the 
launch of the project. 

Howevei~ this sum does not include 
money dive1ted into Malandela. By 
October 1999 this had already reached 
R6m. Included in this amount was more 
than R2.2m which was paid through civil 
enginee1ing consultants Brandford and 
Conning, who chai·ged a 10% mark-up for 
handling on-payment of the money. The 
depaitment also paid directly the salaiies 
of two senior staff members at 
Malandela, Ian Matthews and Trevor 
Stone, forking out some R32 000 per 
month for each of the two. The total 
expenditw-e on Malandela before it closed 
last year is not known. 

Mahlalela has admitted that the 
expenditure on Malandela was not prut of 
the grant to Umthombo. He implied the 
depaitment would get the money back. 
However, according to a senior source 
within the department, there is no 
conti·actual provision for this to happen 
and the money will have to be wiitten off. 
Mahlalela was authorising payments on 
behalf of the depaitment while he was 
also a director of Umthombo and 
Malandela. 
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Questions have also been asked about 
the use of Fikithemba Security Services 
to provide security services for the 
department, and at the Umthombo Tyre 
Distribution Centre - another Umthombo 
company subsidised by the taxpayer to 
little effect. 

One of the directors of Fikithemba, 
Bigboy Mashigo, is a bodyguard of 
Mahlalela. Another is the provincial taxi 
registrar, Thulani Khubeka, who is also a 
friend of Mahlalela. 

noseweek has also learned that the 
irregular nature of the expenditure was 
brought to the attention of Ndebele as 
early as November 1999. We are told that 
Ndebele threw his toys out of the cot and 
accused the officials who raised questions 
of trying to sabotage him. 

But the plan to build taxis at Malan
dela was really sabotaged when national 
government announced the details of its 
national taxi recapitalisation programme. 
This made provision for one national 
bidding process to manufacture new 
purpose-built vehicles for the industry. 

Desperate lobbying by Ndebele to keep 
his provincial initiative alive proved 
futile. The final nail was driven into the 
Malandela coffin when its bid for the 

national tender was not sho1t-listed. 
Various attempts have been launched 

to rescue Umthombo. 
Serious lobbying has led to a 

paitnership agi·eement with one of the 
shod-listed companies and Umthombo -
believed to be the Chinese bid. The 
agi·eement is dependent on the Chinese 
getting the nod, howeve1: 

Ndebele has also confirmed that 
Umthombo is being earmarked for a 
stake in the municipal bus service, 
Durban Transpo1t, when it is privatised -
as well as in the privatisation of the 
provincially owned KwaZulu Transport. 

In addition, it is understood that 
Ndebele tried to have a major 
Zululand transpmt contract awarded 
to a company called Ilcwezi in which 

Umthombo held a lai·ge stake. Il{wezi had 
obtained only a small pmtion of the 
contract and N debele sought to withdraw 
the ·tender and award the full contract to 
Ilcwezi. He was persuaded by consultants 
that this course of action would be a 
mistake, but a larger role for Ilcwezi is 
still on the ministe1Js agenda. 

Ndebele denies any irregulaiities and 
claims several successes under the 

banner of Umthombo, citing the involve
ment of a number of co-ops in petrol 
station and "taxi city'' developments, but 
the shareholding of both Umthombo and 
the co-ops remains opaque. 

The Umthombo story has also 
developed into a row about the media. 
Ndebele twice declined to respond to 
specific queries regarding Umthombo, 
even when a draft of this story was faxed 
to him. Instead he indicated he would 
respond to the allegations during a 
provincial debate on his deprutment. 

A copy of the story faxed by noseweek 
Deputy Editor Sam Sole to Democratic 
Pru·ty provincial leader Roger Burrows 
just ahead of the debate was mysteriously 
obtained by the ANC. 

Ndebele brandished it in the house, 
claiming it showed evidence of conspiracy 
by "rogue elements" in the media with a 
political agenda. 

Ndebele has presented his inter
ventions as a noble struggle in the 
interest of the empowennent of the taxi 
industry. We suspect, howeve1; that it is 
only the usual carpetbaggers and 
consultants who will enjoy a smooth 
journey. The rest of us will be talcen for a 
(bumpy) 1ide. n 

noseweek 34 17 



For twelve months after the 
election of President 
Mandela in 1994, 
the British media reported 
South Africa as if the 
"Rainbow Nation" was a 
utopia. Then, the coverage 
returned to the tradi tional 
doom and gloom. Mandela 
as the most famous black 
man in the world continues 
to run against the grain of 
this negativity but the 
general message over 
the last few years has been 
bad, getting worse. 

Last year1 the High Commission in 
London decided t,o prepare for Mandela's 
visit (April), the "Celebrate South Africa" 
month (May) and PresidentMbeki's State 
Visit by hiring two public relations 
companies. Joy Sopieka Associates 
handled the the arts section of the press, 
"educating jownalists through culture", 
while Flagship Marketing under the 
leadership of various liberal and anti
apartheid figw-es "managed the message 
to the economic and political audience". 
We were told that the South African Gov
e1nment have been so concemed with 
policy progression that they had forgotten 
presentation or "spin". Flagship aimed t,o 
move the message from the negative 
(crime, Aids and Zimbabwe) to the 
positive (South Africa's robust consti
tution, sound economic base, successes 
with RDP and towism). 

The Labour Pa1ty in B1itain has a 
special relationship with the ANC. Pruty 
conferences always feature film of 
Mandela, photographs of Blair with 
Mandela consistently apperu· in Labow· 
manifestos, even the recent election 
crunpaign was launched to the strains of 
"a South Afi.ican freedom song''. It is 
almost as if Mandela and the ANC 
stimulate the erogenous zone of the 
Labow· movement. 

Following the dreadfully handled 
allegation of plots to replace or 
assassinate Mbeki, substantial rebrand
ing was needed to prepru·e the B1itish 
"market" for the State Visit. President 
Mbeki was made available to a number of 
senior figures within the B1itish media 
for the first time since his election. In 
early May, he was interviewed by John 
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• mopping up 

oris it ARP? 
Snow of Cha,nnel 4 News; Hugo Young 
(The Guardian) and Magnus Linklater 
(The Times) visited South Anica and 
returned with · major interviews. 
Linklater commented: "[Mbeki] is thus 
unlike Mr Blair or fonner US President 
Bill Clinton, the enemy of the soundbite. 
He deals in the nitty-giitty rather than 
the broad brnsh-stroke. It maltes him a 
far more interesting and complex man. 
But it does create a problem for the spin
docror." Anthony Srunpson provided a 
profile of Mbeki for The Observer and 
Fergal Keane (BBC) who wrote a column 
for The Independent in Ap1il titled "No 
place for white liberals in AN C's rainbow 
nation", declru·ed "Thabo Mbeki may yet 
become an icon wo1thy of the beloved 
country". 

The visit was rather low-key, it didn't 
attract much media coverage, partly 

Tony and Thabo -
cementing a political love affair. 

because of George W Bush's Ew·opean 
tiip and general British lethargy follow
ing the general election. Mbeki discovered 
that the previous Foreign Secretruy had 
been unexpectedly replaced and the 
minister for Afi.ica, B1ian Wilson, appears 
t,o have no lmowledge or interest in the 
continent. The Daily Mail, which has 
more readers than all the broadsheet 
newspapers combined, described Mbeki 
as "a man destroying Mandela's legacy''. 
So much for PR. 

We were, however, greeted with a 
handful of new definitions and inter
pretations of the Millenniwn Aftica Plan 
(discussed in noseweek 33). The 
Independent on Sunday explained that 
MAP was Mbeki's "greatest passion ... At 
its core is the belief that African leaders 
must unite and speak to the rest of the 
world in a more confident voice". The 
Times desciibed it as "an ambitious plan 
to haul the Afi.ican continent out of its 
seemingly endless cycle of poverty, 
mismanagement, corruption and wai~'. 
The Daily Telegraph had cleai·ly been 
b1iefed: ''Tony Blair sees Mr Mbeki as a 
fellow 'Third Way' leader ... Mr Mbeki will 
emphasise his country's infrastmctw-e 
and the prospects of foreigners making 
'good retwns'." The b1iefing had been 
misunderstood. Telegraph readers would 
have interpreted that sentence as "South 
Afhca has a solid infrastructure that will 
assist business investment". In fact it was 
a direct offer: South Africa's infra
strnctw-e is up for sale. The Independent 
noted that "President Thabo Mbeki ... will 
be warned against using any apology [by 
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'B ~ -e g priestr 
t e bad idea 
and the ugly reality 
Cluist fed the multitude with five 
loaves and two fishes, Father Barry 
Hughes-Gibbs of Pretoria has pulled off 
the miracle in reverse. He collected 
"bread" to feed thousands of Aids
suffe1ing South Africans, but in fact fed 
only a handful. 

Unfortunately, despite the human 
tragedy and drama of Aids, it is also big 
business, providing a livelihood for 
activists, lobbyists and, yes, jownalists. 
And, wherever you find that kind of 
money, you11 find the operators. In this 
noseweek exclusive, we discover that 
neither doctors nor piiests are immnne to 
temptation. 

In a quiet, leafy comer of the Kalafong 
Hospital grounds outside Atteridgeville, 
Preto1ia, nestles the Mohau Children's 
Care Centre, dedicated to the cause of 
HIV/Aids. Mohau was founded in 1994 by 
Anglican priest Father Barry Hughes
Gibbs (67), whose drive and reputation 
for being tough and getting things done 
have earned him the nickname of "the 
holy telToe• among Kalafong colleagues. 

Mohau is one of the operating arms of 
the Motivation Educational Trust, a 
section 21 company founded by Hughes
Gibbs in 1987. 

In a few years Father Bany managed 
to tum his modest centre into a "one stop 
Aids shop''. From cru.ing for only 34 HIV 
positive chilch·en in 1994, Mohau grew to 
cruing for 2 500 HIV-positive kids, 7 500 
HIV-positive adults and about 20 000 of 
their directly-affected dependents. 
Mohau also provided fresh food parcels by 
the thousands, transp01t money and jobs 
for destitute people. There's more! Fifty 
volunteers were trained to provide home 
care for patients too ill to· go to hospital. 

Well, anyway, that's the sales pitch 
from a charming and autho1itative front 
man. Father Barry, weaiing bis Anglican 
dog collai~ with his British accent (and 
rumoured close connections with Piince 
Chai·les), wit and intelligence, proved a 
favourite with corporate donors and Miss 
South Africas wanting to be photo
graphed with Aids orphans. 

The NGO entrance hall was decorated 
with photographs of Father Barry, 

r . 
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newspaper cuttings on impo1tant work 
done by the centre, photos of doctors and 
Japanese donors posing with staitled 
looking Aids orphans. Until recently, lai·ge 
posters gave detailed accounts of how 
thousands benefited from the NGO's 
ample coffers. How was it possible that all 
those newspaper rep01ters, clever doctors 
and tax-exempt donors failed to notice 
that the colourful centre was simply too 
quiet for a place with 12 000 patients? 
The centre repo1tedly cai·ed for 2 500 
HIV-positive children. Why could one only 
count 19? 

I
f interviews with disgruntled former 
workers of the MET (Motivational 
Educational Trnst) are anything to 
go by, much of the centre's mai·keting 

mate1ial is exaggerated and misleading. 
''Father Barry can give a sales pitch like 
no one," says a former Mohau secretary. 
"Potential donors were given the full 
treatment. They left with the impression 
that we cai·ed for thousands of Aids 
orphans ... but in reality we looked after 
about 20 chilch·en - and some of them still 
had family." 

No-one can dispute that about 20 
children at a time received excellent and 
life-saving treatment at the centre. But 
the unambiguous claims that "currently 

''Father Barry 
told me to scan out 
the biscuit so it 
would look as if the 
kid was begging." 

cai·e is provided for 2 500 children, 7 500 
adults and 12 000 directly-affected depen
dents" remain astonishingly brazen. 
Inspection of the statistics indicates that 
Father Barry's "holistic cru·e umbrellas" 
are rough extrapolations of Kalafong 
Hospital's entire patient pool, based on 
the number of"active medical files" in the 
hospital filing system. 

In other words, anyone who has ever 
visited Kalafong is one of Father Bai,:y's 
statistics, whether the patient set foot in 
his NGO or not. Father Bany denied in 
an interview that the figures were 
misleading. ''We are saying the services 
we offer ai·e available to all of them. We 
can't enforce these services." 

Fair enough'? But what about the 
claims that 168 000 people benefited from 
the centre's "poverty alleviation pro
grammes" (food parcels and help with 
transpo1t and administration fees) and 
that much-needed home cai·e was pait of 
the centre's regulai· services? 

Workers ai·e adamant that the centre 
supplied about four to five food parcels a 
day, peaking at a maximum of 150 parcels 
per week - and that it was generally the 
same people who returned again and 
again. The transp01t fund came to halt 
early on in the scheme. Home cai·e? 
"Home care units? What home care 



a 

The pictures on these pages were taken 
at the Mohau Centre for use in fundraising 
by Father Barry Hughes-Gibbs, who is in 
the pictures, extreme left and bottom right. 

units?" asks Johan Viljoen, a former 
Mohau worker originally tasked with co
ordinating the adult outreach pro
grammes. "The home care units never got 
off the g1·ound, although some donors 
thought it was actually happening." 

As it's government policy to alleviate 
the bmden on state hospitals, provision of 
home care is a must in any Aids NGO 
proposal. If you want funding, push home 
care. Without it, your proposal is a dead 
duck. The MET has never provided home 
care, but Father Barry apparently fow1d 
a semantic solution to this problem. 

His marketing material only claims to 
have trained home care operators, not to 
have actually deployed them: "A new 
development is the training of 50 people 
in home-based holistic care." 

Father Barry explained in an interview 
that sponsors knew the centre was not 
providing home care. ''We have trained 50 
people in home care. When the money is 
available the work will be done." 

Sponsors could be forgiven for thinlcing 
Father Barry was providing home care. 
After all, at the 13th international Aids 
conference he was chosen to represent SA 
in the home-care section alongside reps 
from Uganda, Cambodia and Zambia. 

Moreover, the MET's biggest funde1~ 
the Department of Welfare, must also 
have misunderstood the home-care 
services offered by Mohau, judging by the 
following official, and unambiguous, 
statement: "In Atteridgeville, 50 commu
nity members have been trained in 
holistic home care and are caring for sick 
persons in their homes." 

Viljoen was one of the Mohau workers 
who first raised questions about the 
sincerity of statistics at the care centre. 
But his questions fell on deaf ears within 
the Aids "industry". Everyone "so1t of 
knew" something was wrong at Mohau. 

'The ugly reality is that Aids is one of 
the few causes for which it is still 
relatively easy to fundraise," muses 
Viljoen, who now assesses Aids projects 
for a large concern. ''.Aids NGO people felt 
that if the mess at Mohau was exposed 
and hit the headlines, the rest of them 
would find it difficult to fundraise." 

Fo1mer Mohau secretary Narina Grob
ler told noseweek that Father Barry 
instrncted her to doctor a photo of an 
HIV-positive child waving a biscuit in the 
au: "Father Barry told me to scan out the 
biscuit on the compute1~ so it would look 
as if the kid was begging." 

The altered photo was used on a 
fundraising pamphlet. 

''Maybe he thought he would get more 
money and sympathy that way," suggests 
Groble1: "I felt very odd doing it, but he 
was my boss and I was afraid to disobey 
him." In an interview, Father Barry 
denied he told Grobler to scan out the 
biscuit. "I didn't say scan it out, I said 
move it to the backg1·ound, to give the 
idea of food." 

Father Bany ruled the finances single
handedly, with an iron fist. The latest 
unaudited income statement made 
available to noseweek puts donations 
received for 1999 at slightly more than 
Rlm. Donations came from large phar
maceutical companies, foreign embassies 
and government depaitments. 

M
any question mai·lcs had been 
hanging over Father Bai'ly's 
operation for months before 
the Anglican Chw-ch staited 

formal inquiries, leading to rus suspen
sion from the priesthood. 1'he Anglican 
Chw·ch, unconnected to the NGO, was 
concerned that many were given the mis
taken impression that the Chw-ch was 
involved in Mohau. 

Father BaiTy, who was ordained in 
1997, reluctantly relinquished rus dog 
collai· weeks after rus suspension. An 
enquiry by the Church into the NGO's 
operation embai'l·assed the MET 
directors, who held an AGM, the first in 
two yeai·s, to deliberate on the BaiTy 
crisis. Late in 2000 Father Ban-y was 
given the boot. He now serves as member 
of the Kalafong Hospital boai·d, with 
unspecified duties and income. Lany 
Flye, who has close connections-with the 
American Embassy, one of the centre's 
donors, has talrnn over as chaii: 

The latest business plan forwai·ded to 
the Welfare Depaitment claims modestly 
to provide "excellent care to 35 children". 

Rev Hughes-Gibbs was one of the top 
people in his field in SA And Mohau was 
chosen by the Depaitment ofWelfa.re as a 
model project to be replicated across the 
cowitiy. How is it possible for an outfit 

caring for only 20 children to be regarded 
as so important? Probably because of the 
powerful allies. Father Bai1y's trustees 
and paitners include big names in Aids 
reseai·ch and powerful phaimaceutical 
lobby g1·oups, who spoke up for him at 
fundraising meetings. 

The research community at Pretoria 
University was well represented on 
Father Bai-ry's Mohau boai·d, notably Dr 
Mariette Botes (head of Kalafong's HIV 
clinic) and Dr Marianne Kruge1~ rep01t
edly a fo1mer chairperson of the NGO. In 
a twist to the tale, Kmger has denied ever 
occupying the chair, even though her 
name is clearly emblazoned as such on 
the glossy marketing pamphlets. 

"I am not and have never been the 
chaii-person of the MET," Kruger states in 
a rousing memo sent to boai·d members of 
the trust. Kruger also highlights alterca
tions she has had with Father Bai-ry and 
problems regarding management and 
lack of transparency. "I reg1·et that I have 
been used in my professional capacity to 
be a figw-ehead to widisclosed activities. 
Howeve1~ I want to affum noble effo1ts 
that this organisation has established." 

More alaiming is the centre's alleged 
close collaboration with Dr Botes over 
drug research. Father Bany had 
previously denied rus centre's involve
ment with diug trials or phaimaceutical 
companies. His vehement denials are 
cwi.ous, as it is a matter of record that 
money is paid to MET for logistical 
services to di·ug trial patients. Fwther
more, according to noseweek's sources, 
staff at Mohau personally paiticipated in 
drug trials, administe1i.ng dmgs to 
patients at the premises on instmctions 
from Dr Botes, who runs diug tiials on 
behalf of phaimaceuticals. 

"We were told not to tell anyone," says a 
worker. "Patients weren't allowed to know 
who was getting what and I was ordered 
to keep my office locked." 

A f01mer social worker at the centre 
suggests NGOs might have an allw-e for 
phannaceutical reseai·chers, for whom 
the canvassing and monitoring of ti·ial 
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After 20 years, Michael Katz has 
finally achieved his moment of stardom 
in the law cowts. No, no, not Michael 
Katz, rainmaker for attorneys Edward 
Nathan Inc - that he should be so lucky -
but Michael Katz, pop singer from Leslie 
in the wasted coalfields ofMpumalanga. 

Om Michael - stage name Michael 
Saltino - has spent a lifetime in pursuit of 
musical stardom. You've never heard of 
him? Well, all that is about to change. 

Saltino is probably SA's most unsuc
cessful singer. There are some amongst 
the few who have heard him sing who 
would argue that he's also the worst. 

They're missing the point. Fame has 
finally come his way- even if it's not quite 
in the way he visualised it. 

He has succeeded where countless 
thousands have failed - he has managed 
to stymie the SABC in their over-eager 
pursuit of an unpaid TV licence fee - and 
is expected to land the broadcaster with a 
R80 000 legal bill into the bargain! 

All he really wanted was for you to be 
able to tune in to the SABC and listen to 
his songs. The fact that you have never 
heard of him, he says, is easily explained: 
the SABC has consistently refused to 
play his music over the years. 

Meanwhile Saltino, now in his early 
fifties, has passed the years managing a 
petrol station in the rural backwater 
where he was born. But he has never 
given up on his ckeam. 

The reason for that is simple: he's a 
Walt Disney man. "If you can dream it, 
you can do it." Saltino buys that line. "I 
have a God-given talent and nothing and 
no one is going to stop me," he says. 

God knows, people have tried. Radio 
stations have steadfastly refused to play 
his CD, and SATV has refused to air his 
music video. He is convinced the SABC is 
waging a personal vendetta against him. 
Saltino's music is the sort that makes 
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SABCfalls 
fora dummy 
'IV-licence 
challenge 

connoissew-s cringe. It's also the-sort that 
made Bles Bridges rich. He rates himself 
as South Africa's Tom Jones or, at the very 
least, our own Neil Diamond-in-the 
rough. If-you.llacl-enly-heard him. sing,-he 
says, you would have agreed. 

Now, at least, after inflicting an 
astonishing legal defeat on the SABC, he 
has their - and our - attention. 

His legal war with the SABC began in 
1998, when Michael drove all the way 

from Leslie, better known for it's power 
station and pollution, to Auckland Park to 
hand deliver a copy of his CD, ''Flying 
Away'' - and a music video of the same -
to SATV. Michael is one of many local 
musicians lobbying for more recognition 
and airtime from the SABC. He was 
confident that, this time, he had a "golden 
product - certainly better than the 
overseas trash we see on the SABC". 

He had saved up enough money to 
produce the video himself As for the CD, 
he says: "I have spent years fine-tuning 
my voice. I re-recorded the song three 
times before I was happy with it." 

But, sadly, the SABC once again 
refused to air his music, or even to 
con-espond with him about it in any 
meaningful manne1: One day, not long 
afterwards, Michael gazed across the 
forecowt of his small service station and 
had a bright idea: he would refuse to pay 
his TV licence. "I knew that if I could 
touch their pockets in some way, they'd 



listen," was his thinking. He had some 
experience in the use of shock tactics to 
attract attention to his music: in 1996 
he'd raised a stink with his local council 
and residents when he blocked sewerage 
pipes in the area, in an attempt to 
"unblock the ears" of the SABC and other 
media. The stunt caught the attention of 
a few p1int publications at the time. But 
it left a bad taste in the mouths of local 
councillors - and in that of local lawyer 
Gerhard Streiche1; later to represent the 
SABC in their case against Saltine. 

Streicher was not amused. After his 
drains were clogged the lawyer dumped a 
truckload of raw sewerage at Saltino's 
service station. The two men are still not 
on good tenns. 

Saltine figured that the SABC was not 
looking after South African artists, so 
why should these artists suppo1t the 
SABC? The license issue would be a good 
way to get the point across. "If you do 
nothing for the people, then you must 
expect nothing from the people!!!" he 
wrote feverishly in a letter to Rev Howa 
Mbatho, then Group Chief Executive at 
the SABC. In the same letter Saltino 
informed the SABC he would refuse to 
pay his TV license - and challenged the 
corporation to take him to comt over the 
issue: he was sure to attract a lot of media 
attention when he stood up in comt and 
spoke up for struggling rutists. 

Something in Saltine's letter buzzed 
SATV's buzzer. Malan Otto, General 
Manager of client services at the SABC 
took it upon himself to reply: "It seems to 
me ... you are using pressure tactics in an 
attempt to get your CD and video in 
through the back door, instead of on 
merit," he wrote to Saltino. "Have you 
ever considered that the reason why yom· 
songs are not being played might be 
because they ru·e simply not good enough? 
Maybe, just maybe, you are alone in 
regarding them as 'good, local music'? ... 
Please cany out the threat contained in 
your letter to the Minister of Communica
tions, namely to 'take this matter to the 
media'." And then the line which would 
cost the SABC deru·ly three years later: 

"In tmn, should you fail to settle your 
account fo1thwith, we will be only too 
happy to take you to .comt for non
payment of yom· TV license." 

Opposite: Sa/lino's birthplace in Leslie, 
the garage and farm he inherited from his 
father; the artist as an infant; and the artist 
in his study with a portrait of his father, 
Michael Katz senior, in the foreground. 
This page: Sa/tino's CO and a guitar pre
lude on Church Square to the victorious 
hearing in the Pretoria Supreme Court. 

Saltino was ecstatic - at last he was on 
speaking terms with the SABC! The bit 
fumly between his teeth, he galloped to 
meet Otto's challenge. In November 1998 
he placed an ad in The Citizen in lru·ge 
bold type: ''No-one in South Africa needs 
to pay for their TV licenses anymore." 

The ad attracted a lot of attention from 
local radio stations and newspapers. 
Radio Highveld's morning show host, 
Jeremy Mansfield, paid pruticular atten
tion to Saltine and his musical plight. The 
more serious Saltine got in interviews, 
the better the Highveld audience liked it. 
Much joy in the studio accompanied each 
broadcast of Saltino's best song Flying 
Away. After Mansfield dubbed him ''The 
Legend of Leslie", Saltine soon rose to cult 
status amongst Highveld listeners. In one 
landmark broadcast, Mansfield aired 
Flying Away and solicited emails from 
listeners keen to join the Saltine fan club. 
Mansfield repo1ted an "overwhelming" 
response. Saltine was thrilled - never 
mind the nasty comments from some 
listeners on Radio 702, that his music was 
"bloody awful" and the "SABC was doing 
listeners a favour by not playing it". 

T 
he Sunday Times delivered a 
low blow by voting him their 
"mampara of the week", but the 
Legend of Leslie remained 

fighting fit, convinced that good news 
from the SABC could not be long in 
coming - and he was right again. In 
Januruy 1999, it ru1::ived in the form of 
another letter from Malan Otto: "It gives 
me great pleasure to advise you that yom· 
wish has been granted," wrote Otto. 
"Legal proceedings have indeed been 
instituted against you for non-payment of 
yom· TV licence." The SABC claimed 
Saltino owed them R.677 in outstanding 
TV licence fees. He lay low for a while, 
waiting for the might of the SABC to 
descend on Leslie. But nothing happened. 
Their bark is worse than their bite, 
thought Saltine. So he placed another ad 
in The Citizen: "SABC afraid!! To take 
Michael Saltine to court!" cried the 
headline. It advised readers that they did 
not need to pay TV licence fees "until, if 
eve1; the SABC plucks up enough comage 
to take me to comt". 

That was it. The SABC had spent 
millions on campaigns getting the public 
to pay their TV licenses. The corporate 
machine swung into action. Saltine was 
serving the slow trickle of chappie and 
beer buyers at his little service station 
shop when the sheriff and the police 
anived, apparnntly determined to wrealc 
havoc in Leslie and to attach Saltine's 
goods. By that time the SABC had 
obtained a default judgement against 

Saltine in the Johannesburg Magistrate's 
Court, by issuing summons to his 
mothees address in Hillbrow, and had 
made various verbal threats of 
attachment. It's an old scare tactic, 
designed to secure a speedy settlement 
from people made of lesser stuff than MS 
Katz. Saltine went berserk. He snarled at 
the she1iff, he threatened the policemen, 
he howled like a hyena - and he won. The 
sheriff and policemen slunlc off, never to 
darken his doorstep again. Saltine's 
application to have the default judgement 
rescinded was successful. More adve1ts in 
The Citizen followed, while the SABC 
struted afresh, issuing a new summons 
from the Evander magiste1ial distiict. 

In Novembe1; almost two months after 
summons had been served, the SABC 
sent a television inspector to Saltine's 
farm to check whethe1; in fact, he had a 
TV set. The inspector couldn't find one. 

Saltino finally had his day in comt and 
the stage was set for a spectacular 
showdown. Saltine approached the comt 
with trepidation. the SABC had unlim
ited resomces and many lawyers at their 
disposal. And their local representative 



was Gerhard Streicher! The lawyer was 
still stuck up about the blocked drains. 
On the bench was Magistrate Roos, who 
had issues with Saltino over alleged 
illegal liquor sales (a long story). But the 
singer took courage from one of the songs 
on his CD, the inspirational ballad Follow 
that Star: "It's too late to tw-n back. You 
have come a long way. Bum.ing bridges all 
behind. You must travel on." 

The words were written by Eddie 
Gratino, Saltino's rutistic partner, long 
before either of them realised how far and 
long that road would be. 

Saltino dedicated his day in coU1t to the 
memo1y of Gratino, without whom, he 
says, he would never have completed 
Flying Away. "I've always been able to 
spot a hit from a ve1y young age," recalls 
Katz ... e1~ Saltino, "so when I met Eddie 
in Hillbrow, I knew we had something 
special." Michael Katz the singer met 
Zimbabwean songwriter and ente1tainer 
Eddie Mafunde in the eru·ly 80s. 

"I couldn't really write music, and 
Eddie couldn't really sing, so we made a 
good combination,'' says Michael. Eddie 
desc1ibed Michael as "the only singer I 
know who can interpret my songs the way 
I think they should be sung". Those were 
the days when anything went in Hillbrow. 
Katz changed his name to Saltino (a 
combination of Gratino and Saul) to 
celebrate their partnership. Together, 
they travelled the world, hustling gigs 
where they could. But with Eddie's 
drinking and a few hard-luck stoiies, 
things just didn't work out quite as 
planned. There was one b1ief spark. 

In 1980 local newspapers repoited that 
Michael Saltino and Eddie Gratino would 
pe1foim duets and solos at Sun City for a 
few weeks. It twns out the ruticle was 
inspired by the lyrics of one of Saltino's 
songs, In My Dreams: "I'll have to make it, 
I'll have to fake it in my dreams". There 
was no gig at Sun City. There was only 
Eddie and his "creative misunderstand
ing" with the newspaper repo1ter. Eddie 
drank himself to death in 1994. 

Thus it was that Saltino had to face his 
demons in the Evander Magistrate's 
Cowt alone. Well, not quite alone. He had 
local attomey Moses Nyawo in cowt to 
assist him. Could Nyawo's si.milruities to 
Gratino be mere coincidence - the dru·k 
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glasses, the unmistakable spark of 
greatness waiting to be discovered - if it 
can wait till after the next beer? 

''Look, I personally won't buy Saltino's 
music - I'm more into jazz - but this is not 
about the music,'' Nyawo told noseweek. 
'The SABC was taking a chance with this 
case. Most little guys wouldn't dru·e to 
fight back, but Saltino was prepared to. I 
appreciated that." 

Nyawo read through the Broadcasting 
Act and quickly decided on a legal angle. 
No music. This was to be pw·ely about the 
non-payment of a TV license. Nyawo 
ru·gued that the SABC had been told by 
their inspector that Saltino did not have a 

SABC 
counsel 

''But he has a 
'IVaerialon 

his roof'!" 

TV set, so why did they persist in wanting 
license fees from him ... and then have the 
gall to proceed with legal action, knowing 
they did not have a case? Nyawo knew 
the answer. 'The SABC was taking this 
thing personally. They were going after 
Saltino, hoping to crack him." Rumow·s 
have it that Nyawo almost missed his 
own day in cowt, but he spru·kled when 
he did show up. 

The SABC were hoping Saltino would 
admit under cross examination that he 
had got 1id of his TV set as a ploy to avoid 
prosecution. It was cleru~ they argued, 
that Saltino had given them the 
impression he had a TV set. Why, 
otherwise, would he have made such an 
issue of the TV licence? Furthe1more, why 
did he still have a TV ae1ial? Saltino stood 
his ground beautifully. 

Ahem, was Saltino's reply, it is hue I 
have given you the (false) impression that 
I did have a TV set, but it was a ploy to get 
yow· attention. Nothing else worked, you 
see. The ae1ial was on special, s0 I went 
for it. My TV set broke down years ago 
and it went missing from my storeroom 
shoitly thereafter - like so many other 
things on the frum. Finish and klaa,: 

The genius ofNyawo's ru·gument was in 
its simplicity. Where did it say in the Act, 
he asked Mrs Joseph (from the SABC's 
legal deprutment) that I have to info1m 
the SABC if I no longer have a TV? Mrs 
Joseph can't, of cow·se, point out such a 

passage in the law - because it isn't there. 
Nyawo then wives the point home: Are 
we saying that, should my TV set get 
stolen or I get 1id ofit, the SABC reserves 
the right to charge me license fees 
forever? Cleru·ly not! 

The case went well for Saltino, but 
didn't prevent Magistrate Roos from 
delivering a devastating judgement: 
Saltino won the case, but Mr Roos cleru·ly 
sympathised with the SABC: he ordered 
Saltino to pay the SABC's legal fees on 
the punitive attomey-and-client scale. 

Nyawo made a quick calculation and 
worked out that, should the SABC be 
bloody-minded about the affair (which 
they clearly were) they could land him 
with a bill for as much as R200 000! 'This 
will be the end of Michael Saltino," Katz 
thought. He would lose his farm and 
service station. (Saltino's father, Michael 
Katz seni.01~ had bought the farm 
speculating on a gold 111sh - that never 
benefitted his property. Michael junior 
was born there.) Nyawo was more upbeat. 
'The magistrate's extreme judgement is 
your salvation, not yow· destiuction. If 
he'd been more reasonable with the costs 
he awru·ded, we'd be finished. Now, we 
have another chance. We're appealing." 

On 21 June thls yeru· Michael and his 
attorney anived at the Pretoria High 
Court to heru· their appeal ru·gued. The 
two boys from Leslie looked suitably 
awkwru·d in the big city, with neither the 
tall, white stoopy one nor the snappily 
di·essed clever black one appeaiing to 
know where they where supposed to sit in 
cow-t. Advocate Jan Kotze, the Sandton
based advocate representing the SABC, 
was pale, calm and confident. 

Saltino was subdued and nervous, 
shaking in the observer's bench, at times 
so violently that the entire bench 
vibrated. "I know I am 1ight, but I've had 
so many disappointments," Saltino told 
noseweek. ''What if there's conuption 
somewhere? Maybe the judge won't like 
me once he's read all the things I've done." 

Judge Spoelstra didn't ask Saltino's 
advocate to say anything; instead he 
asked the SABC to explain itself. 
Advocate Kotze proceeded with the calm 
self-assw·ance one would expect of a man 
backed by a corporation with megabucks. 
He painted a pictw·e of Saltino as some 
foolhardy, dishonest mave1ick. 

The observers' bench quaked. 
But Judge Spoelstrn's approach was 

straightforward. He had read the 
transciipt: the SABC had not managed to 
crack Saltino; he had stood hls ground. 
Saltino, said the judge, appeared to be an 
''honest and credible" witness. 

The observers' bench occupied by 
Saltino was vibrating non-stop. 



The SABC had initiated legal 
proceedings - but had lost, said the judge. 
It is accepted legal convention that the 
loser pays the costs. "But Saltino 
challenged us to take him to cowt!" 
wailed Kotze. "You were stupid enough to 
accept the challenge," was Judge 
Spoelstra's no-nonsense reply. SABC 
counsel had persisted with legal action 
even though they realised they couldn't 
prove Saltino had a TV set. Nyawo turned 
to Saltino and smiled. 

The observers' bench stopped shaking. 
Spoelstra overturned the Evander 

magistrate's decision and ordered the 
SABC to pay Saltino's legal costs on a 
pa1ty to party basis. 

''But he has a TV aerial on his roofl" 
Kotze still exclaimed when interviewed 
after the judgement. Tiue. But where in 
the Act does it say one has to pay an 
aerial license fee, Mr Kotze? 

Nyawo was beaming. "In practical 
terms, it means they owe us about 
R.80 000! This was w01th the trip!" Saltino 
was back in Leslie in time for the solar 
eclipse. "This is not the end. This is only 
the beginning!" he said. 

Mopping up MAP 
continued from page 18 

Britain for slaue,y] as a basis for a direct 
repm·ations claim". So we ai·e back where 
we struted: is MAP a development of the 
Afi.ican Renaissance, a solution to Africa's 
problems, New Labom· "slash and bmn" 
economics or the begging bowl with 
menaces? 

The mai·keting of MAP - or the Anica 
Recovery Plan (ARP) as Mbeki recently 
called it - received a huge boost with the 
publication of Tony Blair and Thabo 
Mbeki's joint-manifesto: "Comrades in a 
new stiuggle" (The Guardian, 14 June). 
Numerous buzz phrases and slogans 

It is highly unlikely that the SABC will 
strut playing Saltino's music now. But 
Saltino has the "ultimate proof' that his 
music is popular - in his safe. It's an 
audio cassette of the Jeremy Mansfield 
broadcast. You can hear snippets of it, as 
well as selected snippets from his music 
video by going to his website at www. 
saltino.allafrica.net. We also found one of 
Saltino's early vinyl recordings and were 
surprised to discover that Trevor Rabin 
played back-up for Saltino on In Your 
Dreams in 1978. Yes - Trevor Rabin of 
Rabbit fame. 

Today Rabin's in Hollywood; Saltino's 
still back in Leslie. Maybe that's just 
show business. Still, we can hardly think 
of a musician who has brought us as 
much joy, entertainment value and 
memorable conversation as Saltino. 

Then again, maybe it would have been 
different had Saltino taken his cue, not 
from Disney or some Hallmark card, but 
from Kipling: "If you can dream - and not 
make dreams yow· master ... " n 

Saltino and his attorney, Moses Nyawo, 
upbeat at the Supreme Court 

from the MAP documents punctuated the 
text: ''.Afiica is a continent of oppo1twrity''; 
"When economic and social progress is 
hlndered by ineffectual and corrupt 
government, the global polity suffers"; 
'The Afi.icanjoumey towards a better life 
has staited ... "; "This is not an appeal for 
more aid, but for a new -changed 
relationship based on mutual interest''. 
After Mbeki left Britain, the Foreign 
Office provided details to the Financial 
Times on a "new plan for Commonwealth 
intervention" in Zimbabwe, "the initiative 
was discussed by President Thabo Mbeki 
... and Tony Blair ... when they met on 
Thursday. Nige1ia has also given its 
blessing". So there you have it, lots of talk 
of grand "plans" to resolve the problems of 

The good priest and the bad idea 
continued from page 21 

patients can be expensive and labo1ious. 
"Members who regularly attend the local 
Aids support group at the NGO (Mohau) 
are already a captive audience. All a 
doctor has to do is to walk across to the 
NGO to get volunteers for the drug trials. 
They're susceptible." 

Father Bany's blanket denial of links 
with the phmmaceutical industry is also 
cwious in the light of the abstract he 
presented to the international Aids 
conference: it includes marketing"clinical 
diug t1ials" as part of ms holistic circle of 
care. MET also lobbied a leading 
American phannaceutical company for 
R6m in sponsorship, pointing out that 
"MET personnel presented five papers at 
the 2000 Aids conference". One such 
reseai·ch contract could mean over Rl m. 

When pushed for an explanation, 
Father Barry said in interviews that the 
12 000 RN-positive patients he claimed 
to cai·e for was a figm·e dictated to him by 
Dr Botes and the hospital super
intendent. How does Dr Botes get to this 
figme? She herself only attends at most 
to 90 RN-positive patients a week at her 
Aids clinic. It's largely these same 
patients who return each week. Even if 
they weren't, this amounts to about 5 000 
patients per yem: 

Maybe it's time to stop being naive 
about the role of "Aids NGOs" in an 
industry where greed and exploitation is 
as rampant as the epidemic itself n 

• In our next issue: Father Barry and the 
clinical drug trials at Kala.tong have 
attracted much media attention. 
Read how Carte Blanche was bullied by a 
fake priest and a discredited researcher -
and about the bizarre "disappearance" 
of confidential files from M-Net offices. 

Afiica, but first Britain must use the 
leading MAP count1ies as a batte1ing 
ram, albeit diplomatic at this stage, 
against Mugabe. 

Thabo Mbeki is reported to be a 
specialist on the work of WB Yeats, 
perhaps he recalls the poem Youth and 
Age: "Much did I rage when young, Being 
by the world oppressed, But now with 
flattering tongue It speeds the patting 
guest." n 

• Although originally deeply concerned 
about the reception Mbeki might receive 
from the media and business in Britain, 
both the UK and SA governments had 
expressed themselves delighted with his 
"huge success". 
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HAROLD STRACHAN 
reports on the Durban art scene 

frogs, 

In 1946 Sigmund Freud explained to 
me that the reason why I liked the simple 
innocence of Bing Crosby singing about 
sleigh-bells in the snow was that I had a 
guilty thing about Christmas trees, and 
as if that wasn't enough, I had wanted as 
an infant to do this guilty Christmas tree 
thing with my ma, which God fo1fend. 

The idea of my ma doing this Christ
mas tree thing with anybody doesn't bear 
thinking about, esp with my father in 
order to produce me. I mean, it's honible. 
So I switched from Psycho One to Special 
Geiman, but that was no escape, it only 
showed that Sigismund was right, and I 
was guilty. And jealous of my pa. 

Anyway, it's an ill wind etc, and I've had 
an eye for sybolism in life and art ever 
since. I mean, you know, one can sort of 
scrutinise one's symbols candidly, and put 
them on canvas, and expose oneself to the 
whole world to see what a jolly maverick 
convoluted interesting and admirable 
so1t of candid to1tured soul you are. 

So it's 2001 now, hey? and Mfanwe 
Thomas has a brand new sharp idea, 
man: why fidget about with all that 
crappy old stuff of drawing and painting, 
just get the symbolic objects themselves 
and stick them with Bostik on a great big 
stretched piece of unprimed deck-chair 
cotton duck and tint everything up with a 
few sensitive brushstrokes. 

Divide it up into squares, and a sym-
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bolic thing in each: here a doyley from her 
granny's milk jug, there old tickets from 
the floor of a bus, a budgie foWld dead 
after three months on its perch with its 
beak in the seed bowl and a stalagmite of 
psittacoid turds reaching from the cage 
floor to the birds cloaca. Turned totally to 
biltong and feathers, showing Disregard, 
and the Callousness of Life. 

And a run-over frog, showing the 
Transience of Life. 

B
ut alas the whole art-work is 
proving transient according to 
the Second Law of Thermo
dynamics - which is to say 

Entropy, which is to say as a closed physi
cal system it's falling into increasing 
disorder without input of energy from an 
external source, which is to say it's vrot. 

Me, I'm required to be the external 
source of energy. My restoration expertise 
I apply mainly to the frog, though the 
budgie gets a spray of Dyroach. This frog 
is about as thick as a matzoh, and about 
that size, but there's been room in there 
for bacteria and various mould, and 
decomposition, which is to say: it 's high. 

David, say I to Basckin, herpetologist, 
buffologist & toadmeiste1; I seem to have 
this two-dimensional frog which I am 
unable to restore on account of necrosis, 
do you have a spare one, maybe, or even a 
small toad would do? 

As luck would have it, quoth he, I am 
about to feed this very moment an 
identical small toad to this snake here 
before us, but 111 give i t a mouse instead, 
anything for an old comrade. And how do 
we get this run-over sort of matt 
battleship-grey polyethylene effect? I ask. 
We will stick this toad to the road with 
masking tape, says he, between layers of 
blotting paper, and you will run over it a 
fe'w times with the rear tyre of your beach 
buggy, which has those big wide wheels at 
the back for traction on loose sand. 

A bit harsh, like, innit? I say. Not as 
harsh as getting constricted by snakes, 
says he. So we squash this toad and get 
most of the juice out with the blotting 
pape1; and freeze-dry it in the deep freeze 
a few times with thawing in clingwrap so 
it doesnt get damp again in the humidity, 
and I spray it first with 40% fo1malde
hyde soln. and then lavender toilet 
aerosol, and give it an artistic retouch 
with yellow och re and burnt sienna and a 
touch of sap green and a good coat of 
semi-gloss ketone N varnish with a little 
addition of cosmolloid microcrystalline 
wax and it comes up smashing. 

I stick it back on the cotton duck with 
more Bostik. True as G:id, nobody even 
knows the difference. In fact, Basckin 
says for him at any rate the symbolism is 
increased. Theres something of Ovid in it. 
You know: metamorphosis. n 



smalls 
Small ads lo be received by //,e I O!h day of monlh of pub/iralion. 
Charge: R20 for up lo J 5 words, lhereaher RI per word. 

Send your e-mail address to nose1veek@iafrica.com 
We'd like to keep you informed. 

PERSONAL 
Are you Gay or Gay supportive? Don't buy 
Old Mutual Life Assunmce policies! To find 
out why, email travel®venturenet.co.za [7510] 
Best wishes to Knysna Antiques and 
Memories in Woodmill Lane. 
Go for it Corrie! [7477] 
C1·awford Dw·ban staff shine in the 
educational fumament! -Timmo. [7392] 
Four better or four worse it's as good as it 
gets and no cai: [7458] 
George Hebrew Congregation can 
accommodate further members. PO Box 4966 
George-East 6539. [7204] 
If you are an Armstrong and know 
your heritage, join the Aimstrong Tlust. 
'll' (021) 761-9560 [7892] 
Send money. Preferably foreign cwTency. 
Box 341 Rondebosch 7701. [7216] 
Support Big Issue vendors' 1ight to 
sell at traffic lights! [7587] 
Thabo, lumka! Unyawo alunampumlo. 
Beware! The foot has no nose. - MacD [7201] 
To sons of Babe knee-capped, de-fingered 
and anaesthetised by man-iage: Greetings 
from The Knife. [7384] 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
Hout Bay Harbour Lodge - affordable 
luxwy on the beach, from RlO0 incl 
breakfast. 'Ii' (021) 790-0657 [7284] 
Arniston - eajoy this magic fishing village! 
Fully furnished home with pool. Sleeps six. 
Ftith 'll' (021) 794-4952 [7259] 
Arniston noseworthy news! Come and sit 
on our balcony and watch the whales sail by. 
Bob B&B 'll' (028) 44-5797 
Cosy Claremont cottage. Sho1t-te1m accom
modation for business visitors. Equipped, 
secw-e parking. Mrs Joska 'll' 082 469-2552 
or joska@botzoo.uct.ac.za [7924] 
Howard's End Manor, Pinelands, Cape 
Town. The Guesthouse. Five suites. 
All luxwy amenities. www.howardsend.co.za 
'll' (021) 531-7171 [7214] 
Peninsula, Sea Point: Super luxwy suite 
for rent at a bargain price. Weeks 2 & 3. 
Cecil 'll' 082 684-4602 [7388] 
Zeerust: Abjaterskop Hotel - three-star 
conference facilities. 3 hours from Jhb/Pta 
on the N4. fax/tel (018) 642-2008 [7206] 

PROPERTY TO BUY/SELURENT 
Marina da Gama, Cape Town: Buying, sell
ing or renting call Marina specialists Heather 
& Clive Morris 'll' (021) 788-1647 [7888] 
Cottage for sale on South Coast. 100m from 
the beach. Janine -a- 083 266-0703 [7889) 

Business Premises, Constantia - suitable 
for aromatherapist, beauty therapist or 
homeopath. Pilates studio above. 
-a- (021) 794-1346 or 083-658-5533 [7958) 
Dolphin Coast - ideal property 
development, by entrepreneur with vision, 
on lOha site with residential or hotel zoning, 
off Westbrook Beach. Magnificent sea views 
from Durban to Ballito. Close to the Umhloti 
Casino development and La Mercy Airpo1t. 
'll' (035) 337-1262 Fax (035) 337-1025 [4033] 
Golf com·se stands in Clai·ens. Unique 
oppo1tunity! Sean 'll' (083) 307-8194 (7393] 
Kruger Lodge Park luxwy timeshare for 
sale. Peak Xmas weeks, 3 b/rooms. 
'Ii' 082-565-4234 [7910] 
KwaZulu-Natal No1th Coast, six-bedrooms 
en-suite, American Colonial Countiy House. 
Large swimming pool, tennis cowt, set in 
superb gardens. Space for expansion, 2.7ha. 
'll' (035) 337-1262, Fax (035) 337-1025 (4033] 

SALES & SERVICES 
A+ business info1mation supplied for niche 
markets such as e-commerce or CSL 
Tlialogue 'll' (021) 683-7417 (7465] 
Are you meeting your children's leaining 
needs in their fo1mative yeai·s? Call Jenny 
Blackshaw, Educational Consultant. 
-zr (021) 558-8772 [7498) 

Franchises available! 
Bath Enamelling 
&Plumbing. 
'l1' (021) 611-6691 

Armom·ed secw·ity towers delivered in the 
Cape Town area. Suitable for small business 
protection. 'll' (083) 251-0737 [7383] 
Bw·ch's - manufactw·ers and suppliers of 
quality academic and clinical weai: 
'll' (041) 363-1360 [7317] 
Braunpave & Pools. Contact Francois 
Homan for yow· pool and paving 
requirements. -a- (021) 715-3180 [7937] 
Competitive quotes for all your printing 
needs, letterheads, invoice books and much 
more. Omnifo1m 'll' (021) 674-1030 
Contemporai-y paintings by Jenny Stadle1: 
To view 'll' (011) 447-3591 [7942) 
Coping with divorce issues? Contact Ingrid 
Elte for help. 'll' 082-777-7838 (7921] 
Dampbusters cw·e rising and penetrating 
damp. For a free quotation contact 
Peter or B1ian. 'Ii' (021) 762-7820 (7353] 
Data Mining, lmowledge discove1y, forecast
ing, consumer behaviow; pattern recognition 
& database expe1tise. Specializing in real
time systems. Steve 'll' (083) 232-6047 [6943] 
De Longhi po1table air conditioner for sale 
Rl 400. 'll' (021) 712-7115 [7371] 
Employee Financial Guidance. No products 
sold.dave@personalmoney.co.za [4600] 
Distribution/Agents: Cape Town company 
looking for oppo1tunities, sales and storage -
W Cape. 'll' (021) 511-6591 fax (021) 5111243 
Frigela ice-cream, 51 tubs Rl4.95. 3 Rissik 
St, Pietersburg. 'Ii' (015) 279-2963 [7557] 

For all yom· life, dreaded diseases, 
disability, investment, medical assw·ances 
contact Maw·ice. -zr (082) 455-5215 [7256) 
Fom· Ways Crossing - Kodak Express for 
custom framing and photographic plinting. 
Expe1t advice on cameras and fran1es. 
-a- (011) 467-0812 [7478] 
Infonation for website design, info1mation 
strategy, database implementation. 
Lydia Levin -a- (011) 616-6764 [7306] 
Kendon Medical Supplies for surgical, 
medical, phaimaceutical and first aid kits. 
'Ii' (031) 579-4870 (7508] 
Leism·e Kitchens for all yow· cupboard 
requirements in the Cape Town ai·ea. 
'Ii' (021) 933-5340 [7199] 
Looking for a good education! IH Hai'lis 
Pri.maiy School is where you should sta1t 
educating yow· child! Doornfontein-
'll' (011) 402-6475 [7258] 
Medical Negligence? Uniquely qualified 
medico-legal specialist attorney, Cluis Maitin 
'll' (031) 209-2859 OL' 082-217-8825 
Michael Birss Architects for industrial 
design requirements. '8' (082) 658-3193 [7394] 
Morkel & de Villiers Inc offers a full range 
oflegal services. 'll' (021) 852-4417 (7890] 
Nguni cattle for sale. -a- 082 578-5555 [7469] 
Offshore po1tfolio management from SA 
providing absolute returns in US$. Global 
Money Management 'll' (083) 380-1476 [7257] 
PR consultancy specializing in travel and 
towism. PIP PR '11' (021) 439-0848 (7912) 
Ptofessional counseling/trauma deb1iefing 
in Jhb. Sally 'll' (011) 648-1588 [7351] 
Relocating to Australia. Odds and some fur
nitw·e for sale. '2!' (021) 434-7339 a/h [7509] 
Resistavit, the antioxidant for boosting your 
inunw1e system, ageing sun damaged skin, 
a1thiitis. Meding 'll' (012) 322-5693 (7348] 
Roadworks CC: We test cars & automotive 
products. We also wiite a1ticles on all aspects 
ofmoto1ing. Mr Bwford -a- 083 274-1139 
or bambis@yebo.co.za [7534] 
S&W pump action shotgun, like new! 
Calguai·ded, pachmayr recoil pad, 18" bai·rel, 
Rl 500. John '8' 083-448-2901 Tongaat [7941] 
Sedgfield Timber & Brick construction. 
Master builders of quality homes on the 
Gai·den Route. w (044) 883-1152 [7423] 
Short and long te1m investments for incredi
ble retwns. Gilby 'll' (021) 426-4414 [7586] 
Wanted: Leslie Weatherhead -
The Christian Agnostic. Lucas Grollenberg 
Jesus, Paul, Rediscovering The Bible. 
Fax/phone (013) 262-2404 [4634] 
Super laser cutting Perspex, ABS, foam, 
plastic, cororus, rubbe1; lexan, veneer, size 
600mm by 900mm. 'll' (021) 465-6328 [7372] 
The best seat in the house! Wooden toilet 
seats by Knysna Wood Creations. 
'21' (044) 382-3528 (7461) 
The Gift House Afiican Cwios: 
a comprehensive range of skins, a1t and 
aitifacts for tow'ists. 'll' (021) 434-6224 [7205] 
Tim Stroebel Construction -
we cover nmthern Natal. -a- (083) 625-9194 
or (034) 312-4209 (7373] 

continued on back page 
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smalls 
Two ship/boat radai:s. Any reasonable 
price. JB Willers 'l!' (012) 377-0081 [7352] 
Wolff Autohaus. Commercial Vehicle 
resellers. n (011) 662-2828, 082-561-1232 
fax (011) 662-1182 [7479] 
You Must Know books from Siber Ink. 
Available at www;oneworldbooks.com [7911] 

TRAVEL 
American Airlines for best fares to the US. 
'll' (011) 325-q777 or (021) 683-2838 [7355] 
For the best air fares in SA contact Merry. 
'l!' (057) 352-2202 [7576] 
Join a tour of New Zealand in Januaiy 2002 
with a SA guide. -a- (021) 689-2596 [7943] 
Specialized Tow·s for all yow· corporate and 
leisure ai-rangements in Southern Africa. 
'l!' (021) 425-3259 [7453] 

HOBBIES, SPORT & LEISURE 
Best pizza, sea oysters & full a la carte at 
the Killamey Hotel Restaw·ant. 
'd' (021) 557-1108 [7567] 
Clay pigeon shooting. Jonathan Voss, Valley 
Glen Club. 'l!' (021) 423-4302 [7203] 
Evita se Perron at www.evita.co.za or 
n (022) 492-2831 [7891] 
Model aircraft kits, engines new & used 
wanted. Bill Sapsford, PO Box 153, 
Swellendam. 'l!' (028) 514--1761 [7350] 
Pwughshare of Wa,· is a stunning read and 
an ideal gift. From all good bookstores. [7422] 
Sphitual, (non aligned) wilderness trails on 
foot or wate1: qtsndt@iafiica.com [7349] 
Squash eye protection goggles - R25 each. 
Yow· eyes are worth it! Box 1333, 
lli:ugersdorp 1740 [7215] 
Threads for all yow· needlework and 
tapestry requirements. 8 Alma Road, 
Rosebank, CT -a- (021) 685-1670 [7200] 
Wanted: British guns, 1ifles & related 
equipment. 'l!' 083 375-2316 [7566] 

Move (your mouse) 
in the right direction! 

Write to us at 

noseweek@iafrica.com. 

We know you love noseweek! 

You know it's what the country needs to· read. 

So send us the names and email addresses of 

five or more friends who would enjoy 

the news you're not supposed to know. 

You'll be doing them - and us - a favour. 

We'll send them an introduction to noseweek. 

And you could be one of five lucky subscribers 

to receive an extra five copies of noseweek free, 

or, if you're not already a subscriber, a five issue sub. 

Our DRAW takes place on 8 AUGUST 2001. 

IN<£Cape 

When in Dw·bau visit the best tavem in the 
town, Chandlers. -a- (031) 205-8848 [7909] 

THE SHRINE 
Keep on going and getting 'em Martin, Sam, 
Marten, Peter et al. - Kit and Maria. [7320] 
Vote Martin Welz for President! -JAL [7370] 
Please subscribe a fiiend to noseweek for 
better info1med people and a stronger 
noseweek. - Barend [7518] 
I commend you for yow· good work and 
wish you success. I am a reader and intend to 
become a subscriber soon. As a jow-:nalist, 
I am encow-aged to see there are such 
publications whose aim is to promote 
transparent-y. Sibonelo Mbanjwa, Cramond. 

LOST SOULS 
We seek addresses for these subscribers. 
Call Jacqui Kadey . ..-(021) 671•4809. 

JP Sutten, Welgemoed; P Poovalingam, 
Dw·ban; the Hon JMC Smit, Johannesbw·g. 

THIN Kit THINK~i,~~~~~! 
THINK CITEX 2001 

· targeting your market 
www.citex200l.co.zo tel: 021-7943686 

~ 
AFRICAN RENAISSANCE MAN 

NICK TAYLOR 
Sings, Dances, Laughs 
his way into your heart 
Corporate & one Man Shows 

ntaylor@iafrica.com 
Tel: (02 1) 863-3066 Cell: 082 4436364 

Advertise in 
South Africa's 
cheekiest 
best informed 
insider 
news magazine. 
Call Adrienne at 
(021) 671-4809 
for details. 


