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Letters

Memoirs are made of this
As one of Wilfred Rosen-
berg’s family (“Gangster on
the wing”, nose128) and as
one of the people he stole
money from (he’s not my fa-
vourite uncle) 'm wonder-
ing how he’s going to write
his memoirs when he hasn’t
known what day it is for
many years. If nothing else,
it should make for interest-
ing reading!

Mark Rosenberg

Australia

Schoolboy thugs and lawyers
The article “I didn’t slash his
throat, he fell on my bottle”
(nosel128), highlighted the
fact that accountability has
lost its meaning amongst

-

“It’s he

g\

re! I can fee

2010: Munch Ado About Nothing

the youth in this country.
When my son was attacked
in 2005, the perpetrators of
the vicious assault on him
were not held responsible
for their actions and went
unpunished.

This lack of accountability
has now had more serious
consequences. Once again,
a brilliant and expensive
attorney has been hired to
get them off the hook. I wait
with anticipation to see
whether this time — in light
of the fact that the attack
was captured on camera
and the perpetrators are no
longer under-age — justice
will be served.

While I applaud noseweek
for drawing public attention

*supjypun
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(With apologies to Edvard Munch)

to this case, the article is in-
accurate on one important
score: In 2005 St John’s Col-
lege made a proposal to me
via their attorneys — I still
have it — in which no settle-
ment figure was mentioned.
They’d left a blank space,
to be filled in on signature
of an agreement between
us. I refused to enter into
negotiations with St John’s
College regarding this pro-
posal, as I would not accept
the conditions, inter alia;
that criminal charges would
be withdrawn against the
boys; that the “trial” would
be held on the school prop-
erty; and that compensa-
tion would be limited to the
current medical expenses
incurred by our family.

My son has indeed put
the events of 2005 behind
him and is conducting his
life with dignity and a ma-
turity beyond his years. I
am proud of him.

I wholeheartedly sup-
port Martyn Webb in his
attempts to achieve justice
for his son and I hope that
this time the legal system

to obtain compensation for
Wayde from St John’s in
return for Mrs Baker drop-
ping all criminal charges
— an amnesty proposal re-
Jected by Mrs Baker] just
said ‘there is money — there’s
R250,000 and there may be
more’. To open the negotia-
tions I said to Tim Gordon-
Grant (St John’s attorney)
that we’re looking around
the R500,000 mark.

“I would not have encour-
aged Mrs Baker to take just
the R320,000 medical costs,
as assessed by Stephen
Flowers. That didn’t reflect
the true damages which
have been suffered by Wayde.
There’s pain and suffering
involved.”

We stand by our report. —
Ed.

Extortionists in suits

Your stories (noses124&128)
about “law firm” Van de Ven-
ter Mojapelo Inc (VVM) hit
the nail on the head. I was
consulted by a very worried
client who had received a
finely phrased letter from
VVM about an allegedly un-

| am one of the people Wilf
Rosenberg stole money from
(he’s not my favourite uncle)

will reward him by making
certain that the perpetra-
tors of this violent attack
on Anthony are given sen-
tences in accordance with
the severity of the crime
committed.
Lynne Baker
By Email
While it did not appear
in the papers, a figure was
mentioned: In nose72 (Oct
2005) we quoted Mrs Bak-
er’s attorney Sean Sim:
“Gilbert Marcus [the top
advocate who attempted
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paid SATYV licence, in which
they dealt with all the
dreadful consequences that
could befall the addressee
should she fail to respond.
I tried to phone VVM, but
when I got to the endless
electronic options I gave up
and wrote a letter.

My client was very con-
cerned about the demand
as the addressee, her moth-
er, had been dead for some
four years. In any event,
she was present when, some
16 years ago, her mother



cancelled her licence! The
deceased had no television

at the time of her death.
My submission, despite
Grobler’s comments, is that
the “demand” does not con-
stitute a demand but a form
of threatening behaviour
that amounts to extortion:
it puts the fear of God into

the soul of any recipient.
Willem

Gauteng

M I have followed the do-
ings and screwings of the
VVM crowd with great in-
terest. To my untrained eye
it appears that they have
managed to rake in a few
seriously big clients.

Having not paid my TV
licence for some time (due
to issues of principle I have
with the SABC), I received
a very nasty letter from
VVM’s Mr Frank Konoti,
early in 2009. At about
that time I heard on radio
that an “amnesty” would
be available for transgres-
sors like myself, should all
outstanding licence fees be
paid by 31 January 2009.

I promptly paid on 29
January 2009, then sent
Mr Konoti confirmation in
writing that I had availed
myself of the amnesty and
that my account was now
fully settled. I have not
heard since from either the
SABC or VVM, but then I
also haven’t received a li-
cence or other proof of pay-
ment.

So far almost good!

On 29 May 2009, due to
a stupid error, I transfered
R6,142 from a business ac-
counttothe SABC.Although
I tried, within seconds of
having made the error, both
directly and through our
mutual bankers (FNB) to
stop the payment or get it
reversed, I did not succeed.
In one such call (after being
transerred from pillar to
post) a SABC staff member
assured me: “Don’t worry
sir, we'll credit your ac-
count and you should have
a paid-up licence for many
years.” When I said I want
a refund, the response was:
“Sir, you know we experi-
ence cashflow problems — it
should be a while before we
will be able to refund you.”
When I remained adamant,
I'was referred to the SABC’s
attorneys, VVM.

VVM’s Mr Konoti assured
me that a refund could
be processed, and that he
would revert to me. On 5
June 2009, VVM asked me
for an affidavit explaining
what happened and that I
wanted a refund. I posted it
to them five days later, for
attention Naphtally Mose-
na, who was by now dealing
with the matter.

I have since then tried
many times to contact VVM
and the SABC about the
matter, but a deafening si-
lence seems to be the only
response they can muster
— once again demonstrating
VVM’s lack of ethics and
total disregard for the gen-
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From Chambers 20th Century Dictionary

Blatter:

a clattering rainy blast
a clatter or torrent of words
to beat with clattering, like rain on a window

to prate, with sense probably modified by sound

See also: Vuvuzela

eral public.

And the legal frater-
nity can’t understand why
they’re the brunt of so many
bad jokes!?

Deon Afriaanse
Durbanville

Extortionists

In Nov 2008 I travelled to
the East with my interna-
tional roaming data card.
Having done it before, I
had an idea about the ex-
tra costs, but I was given no
documents to sign, no warn-
ings — nor was I told where
I could, or should, review
costs before travelling.

For three days in Hong
Kong the price was what
you'd expect: About 10
times the normal price.
Then I hopped on a ferry
for one hour and landed in
Macau, where I stayed for
three days. There, with no

Gus Ferguson

warning, the data charge
suddenly jumped to 300
times it’s normal rate.

Those three days’ e-mails
and internet use cost me
R35,000. I refused to pay
and told them to sue me.
They reduced the bill by
25% and I chickened out and
paid up. They must have
bankrupted many unsus-
pecting people like this. By
now there can be no doubt
that this is taking place
with the full knowledge of
the CEO of Vodacom.

Whoever this stinking
personage is, he should be
given 50 lashes in the street
outside the Vodacom build-
ing as a warning against
screwing hard-working
folks out of huge sums of
money.

The issue here is in-
formed consent: If any of us
had had any idea of what

“MAKING COMPUTERS WORK FOR YOU”

+0861 711150

FOR A FREE DEMONSTRATION.

Some of the leading law firms are changing over to LegalSuite, we

would like to show you why. So give us a call.

noseweek Jury 2010

www.legalsuite.co.za



No. 372: Fish Fried in Blatter”

we were in for, we would not
have used the data cards.
Vodacom made zero effort to
inform me. Obviously they
didn’t — that would have lost
them R35,000!

Jozy Boy

Kommetjie

Mall landmark

Your article in nosell6,
about the “Mall Meltdown”,
remains a landmark piece of
journalism.

All the questions you
raised a year ago are being
asked again, now that Re-
tail Africa is proposing to
build yet another mall on
land zoned for agriculture,

at the corner of the R55 and
Kyalami Main Road — prob-
ably with loans from Absa.

The majority of affected
parties in the area are op-
posed to this development,
for a multitude of reasons.
Nevertheless, a draft as-
sessment report has been
prepared by Bokamoso
Landscape Architects and
Environmental Consult-
ants.

The preparation of the
draft report has been totally
flawed; the required par-
ticipation of the “Interested
and Affected” parties has
not taken place; the neces-
sity of the development is

questioned; and the inad-
equacy of services has been
pointed out. Plenty of other
factors have been raised
too: On one of the plots is a
beautiful 60-year-old farm-
house; this is a rural resi-
dential area well known for
its equine culture and tra-
dition; the environmental
impact generated by the
shopping centre in an area
that already cannot accom-
modate the through traffic
will be catastrophic; safety
and security issues have not
been discussed.

You must surely be right
when, with reference to
ABSA, you use the term
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“reckless lending”. You are
also spot-on when you de-
scribe the valuations, for-
mulas and data used to
predict rental income as “a
developer’s dreamland that
bears little or no relation to
reality”.

That’s particularly true
here, since there’s a medi-
um-sized shopping centre a
few hundred metres south of
the proposed site (Kyalami
Downs); another sizable one
a few hundred metres to the
north (Crowthorne); New
Road, with two very large
shopping centres, is within
five minutes drive and the
large shopping centres of
Woodmead are within easy
reach. Then we have Lone-
hill and Fourways Crossing,
Pineslopes and Fourways
Mall. Even Boulders Mall in
Midrand is relatively close.

The questions that really
require answers are:

1. What is driving these
unscrupulous developers?

2. Given that some of the
malls Absa has financed are
“haemorrhaging  money”,
and in view of their latest
results, can it afford a reck-
less lending policy?

3. Do the banks have con-
tingency plans with their
friends at the Reserve
Bank?

4. Is Absa violating com-
petition laws as a result of
its involvement with Retail
Africa?

Lots of “news you’re not
supposed to know” in this
sad saga!

WF Heinz

Kyalami

Can’t get no satisfaction

A quick note to express my
severe dissatisfaction with
noseweek.

I pick up a copy from the
local store at the end of the
month, read it from cover to
cover (including the Smalls)
within hours — and then
have to wait another 30-odd
days before the next one ap-
pears. Very frustrating!

Johan Marais
Irene
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Gill gets it done

T THE RESERVE BANK the new governor has
taken the swing door in, the departing
governor has taken the well-oiled swing
door out.

But there is more that is noteworthy
about Gill Marcus’s appointment. Initially, Tito
Mboweni wanted to stay and President Zuma
agreed to extend his contract by a year. Then
in June last year Mboweni suddenly announced
that he didn’t want to stay on after all; he had
“other interests to pursue”. Zuma wasted no
time — within a month he had announced his
choice of successor: Absa non-executive chair-
person Ms Marcus.

Asked what his “other interests” were, Mbo-
weni replied: “I think I'll go fishing.” So Zuma
said “OK, go fishing”(?). That could be fanagalo
for Donald Trump’s favourite phrase: “You're
fired!” Then again, there are clues that Mbo-
weni may have been fishing for some time, had
hooked a juicy one and was in a hurry to land his
catch. So what’s curious about Marcus’s appoint-
ment — and, particularly, its timing? One need
look no further than that arrogant but smart
young German banker called Michael Duerr.
Noseweek readers were introduced to Duerr
some while back — and may have dismissed him
as an amusing or simply weird phenomenon.
The Reserve Bank have certainly tried their
best to promote that view — but recent events
show they are taking him, and his threat to ex-
pose the inner workings of the bank to unwel-
come public scrutiny, very, very seriously.

Mboweni, it seems, could no longer take the
heat Duerr was generating and fled; Absa’s link-
by-marriage to the ANC was rushed in to help
turn down the heat — and, more than likely, to
look after Absa’s interests — the ones put most
immediately at risk by the German’s determi-
nation to have the Reserve Bank’s less salubri-
ous activities over the past decade revealed.

Hlengani Mathebula, a former senior man-
ager of Absa, has been appointed Marcus’s per-
sonal advisor. Mr Moraitis of law firm Jan S de
Villiers/Werksmans is ever at her side when
Duerr is near. By the beginning of May it was
panic stations at the Reserve Bank. Marcus had
just declared that she felt she would be “wast-
ing her time” talking to Duerr — who for months
has been asking for a meeting “to clear the air”.
She had, she said, “better things to do.”

So, on 1 May Duerr wrote to Marcus setting
out his grievances: lack of corporate govern-
ance, dividends, voting rights, SARB’s legal
status and illegal lifeboats, to name just a few.
Perhaps unwisely, the outspoken Bavarian re-
minded the governor that “apartheid is over.
Everybody has the right to engage in the corpo-
rate governance and monetary policy issues”.

It’s the dirty stuff from the bad old days, such
as the notorious lifeboat which gave Absa the
jitters.

noseweek Jury 2010

Next on the list were more recent events —
such as Case 33007/09 in the Pretoria High
Court, which deals with approximately R46m
in losses suffered by Absa clients, allegedly due
to the bank’s failure to follow the required FICA
procedures. A crime.

On 3 May Duerr received an early-morning
acknowledgment from the governor’s email
address: “Dear Mr Duerr, given the impor-
tance with which I regard your statements, I
would like time to consider the matters raised.”
Duerr’s hope that the gap between them might
be bridged lasted just 60 minutes. At 9.30am he
found a note from a Press Association reporter:
What could he tell SAPA about a press confer-
ence due to be held by the Finance Minister
later that day at the Union Buildings about a
new Reserve Bank Act? Nothing. So he called
Marcus’s office: her PA, Sandra Brown, also
knew nothing. At Pravin Gordhan’s office, the
Finance Minister’s PA, too, had “nothing in the
calendar. I would know about it”. Even the PA
to government spokesperson Themba Maseko
regarded the happening as “not possible.”

Yet, by 2pm, the Minister of Finance had as-
sembled the friendly press (noseweek was not
invited) in room 153 of the Union Buildings, to
announce that he would be “piloting” a Bill “de-
signed to limit the influence of private share-
holders over the central bank”. Judging by how
things are being rushed along, the Bill will be
pushed through as if there is no tomorrow.

In Marcus’s subsequent letter, instead of the
expected in-depth answers to Duerr’s ques-
tions, she told him to piss off with his “so-called
shareholder activism” and “scurillous allega-
tions”, and said his “scheme” to invest in SARB
shares constituted “nothing more than a desire
to realise profit”. Noseweek is quoted twice as
an authoritative source of information.

Her last paragraph is the most poignant: “I
consider your allegations levelled at the Bank
regarding unaccounted and perhaps illegal fi-
nancial assistance packages, or ‘lifeboats’, as
not only scurilous but defamatory.”

Duerr’s past makes him a dangerous op-
ponent. His network in the banking industry
includes his former employer, Goldman Sachs.
Which reminds us that shortly after leaving the
SARB, Mboweni concluded a “handsome advi-
sory contract” with President Obama’s favour-
ite banking group — Goldman Sachs. Here’s the
catch: during Mboweni’s tenure, Goldman Sachs
was appointed (by the SA Reserve Bank) as an
official dealer in South African government
bonds. Commissions are earned on such sales,
the higher the tier the more commission. Does
Mboweni’s “advisory contract” smell a bit fishy?
“What are you going to do about this?” Duerr
cheekily asked Marcus in his letter. Nothing,
we suspect. He'd said he was going fishing.

The Editor
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Horns of a dilemma: who's who in Zazu

z W rwﬂ- _ Y NOW THE ENTIRE WORLD is familiar
; ‘; A ‘-, _ _‘_' f o }' with the Vuvuzela, that unlovely
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air horn that has become an icon

B #  of South African soccer. But what of
' the Zazu and the Kuduzela? You won’t
be seeing these in the World Cup sta-
dia: security guards are confiscating
any that fans may take along. For both
have been banned — and thereby hangs
a tale.

Unlike the very basic Vuvuzela, the
Zazu is a beautiful product of math-
ematical design, based on a kudu horn.
It’s the creation of South African de-
signer Brian Steinhobel, in partner-
ship with jeweller Fanie Neethling.
MTN, co-sponsor of the World Cup,
raved about the Zazu, spoke of a mini-
mum order of 250,000 — and requested
a quote for up to three million.

The Zazu is no air horn says its
proud creator Brian Steinhobel. “It’s a
musical instrument — you can play The
Last Post on it.”

- | : ! : : : By contrast the Kuduzela, unveiled
St Stithians boys blowing their now-banned Zazus. The college took 2000 of them to sell for fund-raising at great cost for the World Cup by First
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National Bank, is an ugly lump of a
thing with a dangerously spiked end.
Also based on the kudu horn, it emits a
blast like a trumpeting elephant. FNB
was not amused when its classically-
elegant rival the Zazu obtained full
and unconditional World Cup approval
from Fifa in London.

Both the Zazu and the Vuvuzela
went into production. There was al-
most a hiccup: On the same day that
Steinhobel delivered the fibreglass
prototype of the Zazu to MTN, that
body promptly dispatched it to China,
in the hope of undercutting the South
Africans’ price.

Fortunately, after three months of
effort — at a rumoured cost to MTN
of R120,000 — the Chinese said they
couldn’t create the complex tooling for
the Zazu’s beguiling lines, so MTN was
obliged to stay with the Zazu’s crea-
tors.

As already indicated, FNB’s Kuduze-
la is a heavy, ponderous thing with that
dangerous spike at the end. A danger-
ous weapon, many consider. Also, you
blow it from the side — which means a
clout on the head for the person sitting
next to you.

So it hardly came as a surprise when
a local Fifa security committee banned
the Kuduzela “for use inside the stadi-
um during the 2010 World Cup”. Inex-
plicably, they also banned the elegant
and musically versatile Zazu.

Why? FNB’s brand director Derek
Carstens (squeeze of Jupiter Drawing
Room’s chief exec Reneé Silverstone,
noses118&121), is on attachment as
chief marketing officer to the World
Cup organising committee. Imagine
the egg on Carstens’ face after invest-
ing millions of FNB’s money launching
the Kuduzela only to see it banned by
Fifa’s security committee. His bank
paid R3m alone for the horn’s mould,
spent an estimated R20m on advertis-
ing and ended up with 150,000 of them
unsold in a warehouse.

The talk is that an enraged Carstens
took the view that if the Kuduzela was
going down the Zazu would go down
with it.

“We think it’s sour grapes,” says Zazu
designer Steinhobel. “Why would we be
banned? The Zazu is a beautiful prod-
uct, designed and proudly produced in
South Africa. It’s lightweight, fully ap-
proved by Fifa London, and produces a
maximum output of 93 decibels — com-
pared to the Vuvuzela’s very dangerous
maximum of 130 decibels. We should
have been selling 50,000 a month.”

Complaining about ads
is always a gamble

UE TO ITS SUPPOSED “pub-
lic protector” role, the
Advertising Standards
Authority (ASA) makes
its way onto these pag-
es rather often. The latest story
comes from a retired English
teacher and noseweek reader
who — like many others, one sus-
pects — finds the Silversands “I
win my fights ...” ad crap, if not
a little disturbing (the fact that
online gambling as offered by
Silversands is still illegal prob-
ably doesn’t help).

Our reader explains it rather
well: “I lodged an objection with
the ASA to the Silversands ad
on telly, that depicts Dolph Lun-
dgren (a Scandinavian macho
man with an American accent)
saying, in the first clip of the ad,
as he punches out six strapping
lads: ‘I win my fights’. Jump to
second clip, where, surrounded
by a bevy of fawning leggy love-
lies, the hero smirks: T win my
girls’. Then, he scoops up vast
numbers of gambling chips as
he spits out: I win my poker games’.

“So I objected, saying that this ad
might encourage puny-minded pubes-
cent boys to imitate these uncommend-
able activities in a country riddled with
violence (the fights), suffering with an
AIDS pandemic (promiscuous fucking)
and in tough economic circumstances,
unemployment being what it is, play-
ing poker to win loads of cash.”

Crap, said the ASA, we’re not even
going to consider this one. In a letter
to our reader, Phumzile Mhlongo (ad-
ministrator, complaints assessment)
explains: “Dolph Lundgren is a well-
known movie star. It is possible that
he was watching one of his movies.
Looking at the commercial as a whole,
we do not believe people will readily
attach such a literal interpretation to
it. The commerecial is clearly a recollec-
tion of personal experiences and not
an encouragement of people to fight
or to have many girlfriends. [But, mi-
raculously, the last scene is supposed
to be an “encouragement” to play poker
at Silversands — often! — Ed.] It is un-
likely that any reasonable person will
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be irresponsible as a result of the com-
mercial. For this reason we cannot in-
vestigate the matter further.”

Bit of a cop-out that — doesn’t this de-
serve to be considered by a panel? And
when did Dolph Lundgren become a
well-known movie star? An unscien-
tific straw poll conducted by noseweek
showed that hardly anyone who has
seen the ad had any idea who the dumb
blond was. Told it’s Dolph Lundgren, the
invariable response is: “Who?”

No real surprise — Dolph Lundgren
enjoyed a brief moment of fame in
the 1980s when he played a big Rus-
sian boxer in one of those awful Rocky
movies. And though today’s font of
all knowledge tells us that Lundgren
played in plenty of other movies, the
titles given by Wikipedia suggest they
were hardly classics. Does anyone out
there remember Fat Slags, Sunny Side
Up or Jill Rips (Jill the Ripper)?

Which no doubt explains why the US
satirical publication The Onion titled
a 2004 article about him “Dolph Lund-
gren Wins Long, Courageous Battle
Against Fame”.
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N AN ATTEMPT to prevent terror-
ists and criminals travelling
the globe on easy-to-forge
South African passports, the
Department of Home Af-
fairs last year announced
it had spent R500m of tax-
payers’ money to research
and produce a new passport
that “could not be forged”.
But, noseweek can reveal, 14 years
ago Home Affairs rejected an almost
identical high security solution — that
would have cost under R10m. In 1996
Home Affairs rejected technology that
would have provided a forgery-proof
passport — as a result of shady deal-
ings between individuals in the de-
partment and in state arms manufac-
turer Denel.

After the plotters successfully
ditched the winner of secret tender
RTS 950, in favour of an inferior prod-
uct that resulted in easy forgery of
our passports (done with cheap equip-
ment that can be bought off-the-shelf),
South Africa has become the pariah
of the world’s security services — and
created a security headache for the
present World Cup.

Home Affairs happily cranked out
sub-standard passports for 13 years —
until April last year when internation-
al pressure forced the department to
introduce a new passport incorporat-
ing the technology it had spurned all

those years ago. Needless to say, the
government has turned a blind eye
to the dirty tricks perpetrated by its
minions. Taxpayers will pay the price.

Back in October 1994, in the eupho-
ria of a new South Africa, John Bond,
head of Laser Optronic Technologies,
presented a proposal to Home Affairs
for a new passport using a sophis-
ticated laser engraver and a multi-
layered polycarbonate data page that
would have been a major deterrent
to forgery. Bond’s company was then
South Africa’s leading industrial laser,
electro-optic and measurement com-
pany and Bond wanted to supply the
total system, as well as to install and
maintain it.

At the time there was one trail-
blazing leader in the field of security
printing, Germany’s Maurer Electron-
ics, whose revolutionary M550 laser
engraver, using a polycarbonate per-
sonal data paper, pretty well guaran-
teed a forge-free passport. Bond’s plan
was that the Maurer engravers could
be used to print drivers’ licences and
30 million new ID cards.

On 18 April 1995 the State Tender
Board issued tender number RTS 950
— the “S” signifying a secret tender,
one not published in the weekly State
Tender Bulletin. These so-called closed
tenders indicate that Home Affairs
had carried out an evaluation of the
technology and was satisfied with it.
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This tender went out to a John Bond-
associated company, International
Business Solutions.

Among the requirements the tender
document detailed were safety fea-
tures “to obviate any possible fraud”.
It stipulated: “Due to the security re-
quirements of the passport, printers
that are available off the shelf will not
be accepted.”

IBS’s initial price for the whole
system, including four Maurer M550
laser printers, was R18.2m. This was
reduced to R8.7m after Home Af-
fairs Deputy Director-General Ivan
Lambinon stipulated that several
hundred old camcorders, used to proc-
ess photographs for temporary iden-
tity cards in the 1994 general election,
be used to scan images for the new
passports.

Thomas Maurer, head of Maurer
Electronics, was horrified at this cost-
cutting, which resulted in substantial
picture quality loss. Despite express-
ing his concern, he was told there was
no possibility of replacing the cam-
corders, which had been installed by
Denel’s Infoplan. However, Maurer
was able to offer a solution — his top
secret image enhancement software
might recover at least part of the im-
age quality lost by using the camcord-
ers.

It was agreed that a Home Affairs
delegation would visit Maurer Elec-



tronics in Munich for a live demon-
stration of the proposed equipment
and systems. However, before this
visit took place, Thomas Maurer made
a disconcerting discovery: one of the
“Home Affairs” officials he had met
to discuss the problem of the old cam-
corders, Pieter Viljoen, was in fact
an employee of a Denel subsidiary,
Image Database Technologies. A
rival.

Maurer voiced his concern
to Home Affairs deputy D-G
Lambinon, who blandly told
him that Home Affairs had r-
resources and therefore uti-
lised Viljoen as a consultant.

For the trip to Germany,
South Africa’s embassy in
Austria contacted Maurer
Electronics and requested
assistance in hotel reser-
vations for the six-strong
“Home Affairs” delegation,
whose members were named
as I Lambinon, G Barnard, J
Coetzee, P Fourie, Mrs Martincich
and S Fourie.

After the shock of learning who
Pieter Viljoen’s true employer was,
Maurer enquired about delegation
members Gerhard Barnard and Pieter
Fourie, who had not been introduced
at earlier meetings. Imagine his sur-
prise on learning that they too were
employed by Denel.

Thomas Maurer was at the airport
to meet the delegation when it arrived
in Munich on 7 August 1995. Deeply
concerned at the presence of Denel’s
Gerhard Barnard and Pieter Fourie —
after all, he was about to demonstrate
and lay bare secret proprietory infor-
mation concerning his latest technolo-
gy — Maurer called for an urgent meet-
ing with deputy D-G Lambinon.

Then, as the delegation was booking
into Munich’s Rafael Hotel, Stephen
Fourie, project manager handling the
entire new passport project for Home
Affairs, made a shock admission: “I'm
also from Denel.”

Maurer demanded the Denel men
sign non-disclosure agreements. They
refused. As a compromise, Maurer pro-
posed that the Denel employees would
be excluded from the most sensitive
confidential technical demonstrations.
Lambinon rejected this proposal and
gave Maurer an ultimatum: either all
Denel employees would participate in
all meetings or the entire official gov-
ernment visit would be cancelled.

Realising that this would put his

company out of the running, Maurer
reluctantly agreed.

On the second day of the visit, re-
turning to Munich from a visit to the
Basel Lasertech factory at Starnberg,
Lambinon made an extraordinary
proposition to Thomas Maurer: he

should abandon his
present

agents and affiliates in South Africa —
John Bond and his companies — and
transfer agency as well as technical
support of his systems to Denel.

Three people were present when
this suggestion was made: Maurer
was driving his Jaguar V12;
Lambinon sat next to
him. In the back was
Lambinon’s Home
Affairs associate

Mrs Martincich.
Maurer replied
that such conduct

would be a se-
rious breach of busi-
ness ethics — and re-
fused. He realised that
Lambinon’s real target
was the maintenance and
support side of tender RTS
950, for, once the techni-
cal know-how was transferred,
Denel would have knowledge of his se-
cret image-enhancing software. Mau-
rer announced that no information
transfer would be made to Denel.
Before returning to Pretoria,
Lambinon and his “Home Affairs” del-
egation paid a visit to the UK and
the offices of De La Rue, the British
security and banknote printing com-
pany. De La Rue had on offer a Japa-
nese printer known as the Toppan
system. This used colour dye diffu-
sion technology — greatly inferior to

Twenty years and R500m later...

Maurer Electronics in 1975, intro-

duced the use of polycarbonates
for ID document security 20 years ago.
He also invented laser technology for
document personalisation. In 1997
Maurer sold the company and started
his present one, Maurer Technologies,
in 2002.

Today, after taking a two-year sab-
batical to design a racing sailboat,
Maurer is busy designing a new-gen-
eration personalisation system for
passports and ID cards, the M850. But

THOMAS MAURER, who founded his
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after his 1996 experiences with Denel
and SA’s Home Affairs, he declares this
will never be offered to South Africa.
Commenting on South Africa’s lat-
est passport Maurer says: “Polycar-
bonates was my technology; now a
handful of people are copying it. Your
latest passport is using an old but
proven technology, technology we've
introduced worldwide in the last 20
years. | find it interesting that they
needed to spend R500m to investi-
gate and put in place a well-estab-
lished and widely used technology.”
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Josef Mﬁlbauér, founder and CEO
of the Muihlbauer Group

Maurer’s trail-blazing laser engraver
— and though cheaper to buy, was more
costly in consumables.

Toppan printers could be bought
off-the-shelf for R70,000, enabling the
production of forged passports by just
about anyone, as required.

Two months after the Munich visit,
on 5 October 1995, Lambinon declared
that Thomas Maurer’s equipment was
“too expensive” and he was in negotia-
tion with the tender board with regard

to a solution which would or possibly
would not include Maurer equipment.
Soon after, Bond received a letter say-
ing the secret tender had lapsed.

A new - open - tender, number
RT9027, was issued on 24 November
1995. Not only was Denel’s Stephen
Fourie named in the tender docu-
ment as being the person evaluating
the bids, but the requirements had
now been remarkably relaxed. Gone
was the stipulation “printers that are
available off-the-shelf will not be ac-
cepted”. And inserted was the require-
ment that the printer “must be able
to produce images in either colour or
black and white”.

That last edict effectively ruled out
Thomas Maurer from the bidding — his
M550 engraver produced only black
and white images — these being fa-
voured over colour images in security
documents by police forces throughout
the world.

On 18 January 1996 De La Rue was
awarded a R2m-plus tender to print
the new South African passport, using
the Toppan off-the-shelf system. And
De La Rue invited Denel Informatics
to quote for the estimated R5m annual

support services subcontract.

From 1996, when the De La Rue
passport — wide open to forgery by
splitting the personalisation page and
inserting new data and mug shots
under the lamination — came off the
press, the floodgates were open for its
misuse throughout the world.

Home Affairs minister Nosiviwe
Mapisa-Nqakula announced in June
2004 that members of al-Qaeda had
been arrested with fake South Afri-
can passports. A month earlier, former
National Police Commissioner Jackie
Selebi told Parliament’s portfolio com-
mittee on safety and security that
British police had found boxes of
South African passports at the home
of an al-Qaeda suspect.

In 2008 Britain’s Serious Organ-
ised Crime Agency broke up a ring of
“people smugglers” that brought more
than 6,000 illegal immigrants into
Britain on forged or stolen South Afri-
can passports.

So discredited had South African
passports become that from March
2009 every South African passport-
holder has had to obtain a visa to
enter the UK — at a cost of R1,000. The

Dreams come
true with finance
you can trust.

Trust Alphera Financial Services to offer you peace of mind financing to suit your

individual requirements. Exceptional customer service and well-trained, friendly staff

can help you turn your dream to reality. Now.

Internationally recognised and renowned for delivering innovative finance and insurance
for new and pre-owned vehicles, Alphera will make your automotive vision a reality.

Contact Alphera Financial Services on 0861 (ALPHERA) 257 437 or
e-mail directsales@alpherafinance.co.za for immediate, personal attention.
Alternatively visit www.alpherafinance.co.za.

Alphera Financial Services is a division of BMW Financial Services (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd,
a Registered Credit Provider and an Authorised Financial Services Provider.

ALPHERA

Financial Services
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British government said it had been
forced to introduce the visa regime
because of the high incidence of forged
South African passports being used to
enter the country.

Towards the end of 1995 John Bond
of Laser Optronic Technologies/In-
ternational Business Solutions, had
fired off a number of complaints about
the loss of secret tender RTS 950. On
18 December that year then Deputy
President Thabo Mbeki replied that
he had discussed the “serious matter
you raised” with Home Affairs min-
ister Mangosuthu Buthelezi. “He as-
sures me he is attending to the issue,”
wrote Mbeki, expressing the hope that
“a satisfactory solution will be found”.

The following February Buthelezi

Unfortunately I can’t tell you; the
passport factory a National Keypoint
of Government. I can’t disclose to you
who the suppliers of the equipment
are.” Engelbrecht confirmed that the
old still-valid passport “was personal-
ised by full colour printing of the data
page, using the Toppan system”. The
new data page’s personalisation is
done by laser engraving of a multi-lay-
ered polycarbonate sheet, each layer
containing different security features.
Delamination is now impossible, he
said. “The technology as it stands now
is forgery-proof.”

How many of the new passports
have been produced? Engelbrecht re-
ferred us to the Department of Home
Affairs, whose spokesman, Ronnie

Home Affairs declined to answer
questions about the new passports

recommended to Mbeki that the Office
for Serious Economic Offences inves-
tigate the complaints. OSEO’s direc-
tor Jan Swanepoel announced the fol-
lowing month that his office had not
found sufficient evidence for a formal
inquiry. And, with that, any further
inquiry was quietly shelved.

So now we come to the latest devel-
opments. And, as usual, there are se-
rious questions over the latest South
African passport, introduced quietly
in April 2009 by Tom Moyane, chief
executive officer at the Government
Printing Works.

Moyane said it had taken his office
four years to research the new pass-
port, which had the holder’s biograph-
ical data engraved on a polycarbonate
page. Government, he said, had in-
vested R500m in its production. The
new passport complied with interna-
tional standards and had several high
security features making it “tamper-
proof and impossible to forge”.

Noseweek called Moyane’s successor
at the Government Printing Works,
acting CEO Joe Engelbrecht. Where,
we asked, had the new passport’s
forge-proof technology come from?
“The technology is something that was
researched from suppliers all over the
world,” replied Engelbrecht.

Which suppliers, precisely? “There’s
a variety of suppliers of equipment.

Mamoepa, declined to answer and de-
clared: “The sort of questions you’re
asking me have got security implica-
tions.” We emailed a list of questions
to Mamoepa, but he did not respond.

Why the secrecy? The polycarbonate
layers are made by monopoly producer
Bayer in Leverkusen, Germany. The
blank data pages come from Trueb in
Aarau, Switzerland, who send them
to South Africa where the data page
is sewn into a blank passport. The
Government Printing Works person-
alises the passport, using engravers
supplied by the main contractor, Ger-
many’s Miithlbauer Group.

But did Miuhlbauer win the new
passport contract following correct
tender procedure? Or is this a repeat
of its recent Uganda shenanigans?
The German company is currently em-
broiled in legal action in Uganda, fol-
lowing its award of a massive ID con-
tract in March. The R692m contract
did not follow Uganda’s procurement
or tender rules. Instead, Josef Miihl-
bauer, founder and chief executive of
the Mihlbauer group, was taken at
night to President Museveni at State
House by Germany’s ambassador to
Uganda, Reinhard Butchnolz. There
was no competitive bidding and the
previous national ID contract, won by
Face Technology at about R613m, was
cancelled.

noseweek Jury 2010

PLANT HIRE COMPANY
WITH EXCELLENT MINING CONTRACTS
AND FULL ORDER BOOK SEEKS INVESTOR

required.
Fully secured by assets.
25% equity offered.

Contact: 082 696 9966

SEARCH ONLINE
RESULTS IN

REALTIME

Legal City is South Africa’s premier
online information services portal.

Conduct credil enquinies, pedorm deads, company and
director searches, trace consumers, send collection
lethers, subamil default listings and much mosel

LEGALAITY

Your Online LEGAL Partner™
www.legalcity.net

Call 086 11 78378 | info@legalcity.net

ST LEGER & VINEY
WINTER SALE

Our celebrated fabric warehouse sale is
being held in anticipation of Spring
Friday 30th July 9:00am
Saturday 31st July 9:30am
8 Kramer Rd, Kramerville
Johannesburg

Enquiries: 011 444 6722

www.stleger.co.za

13




and the mystery of the empty offices

HE NELSON MANDELA BAY Metro-
politan Municipality is paying
huge monthly rentals for office
space it isn’t using, but nobody
is saying why — and if you're
not a friend of the friends of the man
known within the ANC as Comrade
Giraffe, you're not likely to find out.

Better known as Nceba Faku, Com-
rade Giraffe spent 13 years on Rob-
ben Island, and since 1995 has been
at the helm of the ANC in the Port
Elizabeth region — which makes him
an extremely influential person.
Back in 2004 when the first of the
office leases were signed, Faku was
also mayor of the windy city (aka “the
friendly city”) — and a good friend
and sometime business partner of
PE businessman Yossuf Jeeva, into
whose company accounts those mu-
nicipal rents tumble each month.

But first some history. The general
decline of the Eastern Cape over the
past ten years is sadly reflected in
the decline of its major city — and no-
where more than in the city’s historic
central business district. Devastated
by economic recession and strangled
into stagnation by a bleak ring of
raised concrete motorways, five years
into the new era the few high-rise of-
fice blocks built on Govan Mbeki Ave-
nue to match the new highways were
emptying as fast as the old city lanes.
The populace simply took off up Old
Cape Road for less threatening new
shopping centres in the suburbs.

(If the 1970s planners who de-
signed those motorways thought this
would signal how progressive PE had
become, all they succeeded in doing
was destroying Port Elizabeth’s last
claim to fame: its history.)

Three of the country’s major finan-
cial institutions, which had rushed to
stamp their mark on the small city’s
new “skyline”, with multi-storeyed
concrete towers, quickly found these
a serious liability. “Seventy percent of
the office and retail space in the city
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Wasted space appears

to have burned more
than R6m of the
municipal budget

was vacant. Our maintenance and
management costs far exceeded our
rental income — with no prospect of
improvement in the foreseeable fu-
ture,” says Bonnie Olivier, sales man-
ager at Sanlam Properties.

Sanlam’s 20-storey Starport build-
ing at 40 Govan Mbeki Avenue had
already been written down in value
to R2.27m in 1991. Deeds Office
records reveal that in 2003 Sanlam
was happy to sell it for just R1.14m.

When Norwich Union’s eight-story
building just down the road entered
Investec’s property portfolio (via Fed-
sure) in 2001, it was valued at just
R4m. The following year Investec
was happy to sell it for R2.5m.

Up the road, at 62-64 Govan Mbeki
Ave, Old Mutual did somewhat better
a few years later when it managed to
sell its double-volume eight-storey
block for R15m.

Their common history does not end
there: all three buildings, it emerges,
were sold to Yossuf Jeeva’s Africorp
International Properties. Now here’s
the really extraordinary bit: while
Investec was so desperate to dump
the Norwich building that it settled
for a sale price of just R2.5m, almost
immediately the deal was done, In-
vestec granted Jeeva bonds over the
three “hopeless” CBD properties for



A tower of power

HE FRIENDLY WINDY CITY has a new

king: Comrade Giraffe Faku. As

chair of the Port Elizabeth re-

gional ANC Faku appears to be

the driving force behind poli-
tics in the city. Actually, a closer look
finds he’s worn the crown for some
time.

Born in New Brighton in 1956, Nce-
ba Faku completed his matricin 1978
while serving a 13-year sentence on
Robben Island. Following his re-
lease, Comrade Giraffe — given the
nickname on the Island for his great
height - became a regional organiser
for the ANC/SACP local government
portfolio and was elected chairper-
son of the Port Elizabeth Transitional
Local Council in 1994. In 1995 he was
elected ANC regional chairperson
and mayor of the City of Port Eliza-
beth.

In those same early days of democ-
racy, the family of his pal, business-
man Yossuf Jeeva was embroiled in
a battle over R49m in unpaid taxes,
after the Receiver had placed two
Jeeva companies in liquidation. The
fight went all the way to the Supreme
Court of Appeal in Bloemfontein,
where four judges ruled in favour of
the Receiver, ordering the directors
(including Yossuf’s father Adam Jee-
va) of Theunsus Transport (Pty) and

a total of R49.4m — more than three
times what he had paid for them.
Investec Bank spokesperson Ciaran
Whelan confirmed to noseweek that
they had sold the property at a loss,
but insisted this was “because that
was the best price we could get”.
Asked about the around R50m In-
vestec then advanced to Jeeva’s com-
pany, Whelan confirmed: “Yes we ad-
vanced that amount but we cannot
disclose reasons as that would breach
confidentiality. All I can say is it was
part of a larger transaction.”
Of that, noseweek has no doubt.
Whatever the transaction, Investec
was clearly of the view that Jeeva’s
prospects in Port Elizabeth’s CBD
were way better than those of Sanlam,
Old Mutual or Investec itself.

Spirvin Bottling (Pty) to
pay the outstanding -
R49m. It's not known }
whether of not this
was ever paid.

In September 2006
Faku married 22-
year old Unathi Pazi
at a ceremony that
drew a who's-who
of South African
politics. Comrade
Giraffe was driven
to the church by
Roxane Jordaan
(wife of 2010 World
Cup LOC CEO, Danny
Jordaan) in her black
BMW 650i. Ministers Jeff
Radebe and Makhenkesi
Stofile, Mantis Collection
chair Adrian Gardiner and
Yossuf Jeeva, among others, were
in splendid attendance.

The happy couple then spent the
weekend at Jeeva's Kwantu private
game reserve, before leaving for a
week’s honeymoon at Sun City.

In 2006 Nondumiso Maphazi took
over from Faku as mayor of PE and
soon found herself in hot water - ap-
parently due to Comrade Giraffe's de-
termination to continue calling the
shots. In August 2009 Maphazi plead-

Their assessment was correct. The
Norwich Life Building has a new
name, Kwantu Towers, and a brand
new tenant: The Nelson Mandela Bay
municipality rents the bottom five
floors — and three of them have re-
mained unoccupied since their lease
was signed in 2006. Two of those va-
cant floors were officially assigned to
the municipal communications depart-
ment — but only two people appear to
occupy them: communications director
Bernard Williams and his personal as-
sistant. The rest of the communica-
tions department remain housed at
the council-owned Algoa House, where
they’ve been since they were “tempo-
rarily” moved there in 2006, suppos-
edly until Kwantu Towers was ready
for their occupancy.
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ed with President Zuma to
rescue her from Faku. The
Times quoted Maphazi
as saying that things
started going sour in
June 2009, when the
ANC regional execu-
tive committee, led
by Faku, called her
into a meeting and
told her she and mu-
nicipal manager Gra-
ham Richards were
being “recalled” from
their positions, to be
deployed elsewhere.
Three months after
appealing to President
Zuma to intervene and
resolve the tension be-
tween herself and Comrade
Giraffe, she was replaced as
executive mayor by the regional
secretary of the National Union of
Metalworkers, Zanoxolo Wayile.

Last month The Herald reported
that Faku was involved in a R60m
contract to install 120,000 low-pres-
sure solar water heaters in the metro.
The City’s Infrastructure, Engineering
and Electricity Committee gave an
assurance that the scheme, sched-
uled to start this month, is being fully
funded by Eskom.

So far, this wasted space appears to
have burned over R6m of the munici-
pal budget. (Since 2006, the council
has paid around R10.3m in rents for
the Kwantu Towers premises.)

Contacted for comment, the coun-
cil’s chief operations officer, Dr Is-
rael Tsatsire, insisted that “the com-
munications department” is housed
at Kwantu Towers. When noseweek
pointed out that, yes, indeed, the pro-
vincial government’s communications
department rents a floor in Kwantu
Towers, but the municipal communi-
cations department is housed at Algoa
House, Dr Tsatsire hung up.

Kwantu Towers is one of some 18
buildings owned in PE by Jeeva’s Af-
ricorp International Property.

Nceba Faku (“Comrade Giraffe”)




held the post of executive
mayor of Port Elizabeth from
1995 to 2006. (In that period
— in June 1998 - Faku was
also listed alongside Yossuf
Jeeva as a director of Cacadu
Investment Company. The De-
partment of Trade and Indus-
try shows this company to have

been deregistered in April 2004.)
Jeeva appears to have offered
part of Kwantu Towers to the mu-
nicipality for rental for the first
time in mid 2004. It’s not known
what discussions had already
been held between the coun-
cil and Jeeva, but in June 2004
municipal facilities manager
Burnett Meyer received an odd
draft letter from Yossuf Jeeva,
which he was apparently meant
to cut and paste onto his own
letterhead, for circulation as a
departmental memo. Dated 28
June 2004, the draft signed by
Jeeva begins: “We are pleased
to advise you that we have been
offered office space suitable to
the person and the reputation
and standing of the members
of the senior management, for
communications, of the Nelson
Mandela Metropolitan Munici-
pality.

“The premises are ideally lo-
cated in a prestigious building
situated next to the City Hall,
on the market square, which is
within walking distance of both
the mayor's office and Plein-
huis. The building owners are
in the process of revamping and

renovating the building to suit
and promote the new image of
the Communication Department;
this will include a 1200sqm func-
tion area which is situated direct-
ly opposite the area set aside for
the Communication Department.
Although we will not be charged
monthly rental for this function
area it will be available to us on
notice to the landlord at a mini-
mum rental.

“The aforesaid renovations are
to our satisfaction; copies of the
plans are attached hereto for your
perusal. The renovations are of a
modern style which excludes any

old fashioned typical government im-
age.”

Apparently Meyer wasn’t interested
in playing along. A source in the mu-
nicipality told noseweek: “Meyer was a
real professional. He questioned why
a provider would dictate what was to
be contained in the internal memo.
This questioning didn't go down well

Africorp wanted the municipality to insure the plate glass

with the City fathers. It was decided
somewhere higher up to bypass Meyer
in concluding the deal.”

A frustrated Meyer resigned from
the council and his position was tak-
en over, in an acting capacity, by Mrs
Makaziwe Mokitimi. By 15 July 2004
Mokitimi was writing in an internal
memo to the council that a decision
had been made to move the commu-
nications department to Kwantu Tow-
ers. She included only some of Jeeva’s
copy in her own, but Jeeva’s original
letter, of which noseweek has a copy,
remained in the council file.

Mokitimi wrote: “Negotiations were
entered into between Kwantu Towers
and the Communications Office with
regards to the leasing of office space.
Africorp International Properties has

ties (Pty) Ltd sold Port Elizabeth’s

tallest building — the 20-storey
Starport building — for just R1.1m to
Yossuf Jeeva’s Africorp International
Properties.

A bare seven years after the deal,
Starport’s municipal valuation now
stands at R30m — and Africorp is
now trying to sell it for R70m. Is Yos-
suf Jeeva just plain smart, a brilliant
property speculator with a sharp eye
for playing the market? Or is Jeeva’s
playing field much wider, and certain-
ly more political, than meets the eye?
He’s definitely got friends in the right
places (see stories “Comrade Giraffe”
and “A Tower of Power”).

When Sanlam sold Starport in 2003
it had no tenants. When noseweek vis-
ited the building in May, Starport was
turning a healthy rental income:

B Ground floor — Izwe Loans

SANLAM SUBSIDIARY Rycklof Proper-
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in principle agreed for the Communi-
cations Office to utilise space in their
building subject to the signing of a
lease. The Communications Office is
therefore ready to move from Plein-
huis to Kwantu Towers.”

As we now know, the communica-
tions department moved to a differ-
ent building — Algoa House. It is still
there.

In 2006, Comrade
Faku’s administration
announced a tender
for the accommoda-
tion of the Nelson Mandela Bay Busi-
ness Centre and the office of Economic
Development, Tourism & Agriculture.

Several PE property players handed
in bids, including Madobo (Pty) Ltd,
Gutsche Investment Management
Company (in a consortium with Ken
Denton's Denton Properties) Zig Zag
Properties, Transnet's Propnet and
Jeeva's Africorp International.

Apparently, it was then decided dur-
ing the evaluation of bids to favour
Africorp’s Kwantu Towers, because
it was within 500m of the City Hall.
Sources claim this factor was insert-
ed as a requirement only at this late
stage, to ensure that the tender be
awarded to Africorp.

When the council received Africorp’s
three-year renewable lease

(R40,000 a month)

B First floor (plus six undercover
parking bays) — Moneyline (R15,300 a
month)

B Third and fourth floors — African
Bank Ltd (R29,220 a month)

B Sixth, seventh and eleventh
floors — Department of Public Works
(R37,934 a month; (Public Works has
also just signed for another three
floors).

M Eighth and ninth floors — Eastern
Cape IT Initiative (R31,795 a month);

B Twelfth floor — Scorpion Legal
Protection (R12,500 a month)

M Thirteenth and 14th floors — Small
Enterprise Development Agency — an
agency of the Department of Trade
and Industry (R31,150 a month)

B The roof — MTN mast (R5,321
a month); Communication Solution
mast (R1,331 a month); Vodacom mast
(R5,038 a month).




agreement, Advocate Sigodi, for the
municipality, questioned a number
of its clauses. For example Africorp
wanted the municipality to insure all
plate glass forming part of the premis-
es. Sigodi’s comment: “We can’t insure
what we don’t own.”

Another example: The lease re-
quired that the municipality “shall at
all times and at its own expense, keep
and maintain the interior and exte-
rior of the premises, inter alia,
the electrical installation, gas,
drainage and sanitary works,
the thermostats and air-con-
ditioning appliances, car- ’
peting, partitions and all un
other fixtures and fittings
therein”. Sigodi’s note:
“Check this clause!”

He questioned some
dozen clauses — includ-
ing one specifying that
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the council should pay the municipal
rates on the building. The owner of a
property is, of course, legally responsi-
ble for rates.

All of Advocate Sigodi’s objections
were disregarded and the council
signed the lease, with automatic re-
newal every three years.

Rent for the single floor then being
signed for was set at R52,096 a month
for the first year, R57,305 a month
for the second year and R63,036 a

month for the third year.
e When noseweek visited
Kwantu Towers in May,
five floors were sign-
posted as occupied by
the Nelson Mandela
Bay Metropolitan Mu-
nicipality, with only
two showing signs
of actually being oc-
cupied. The eighth
floor houses the Af-
ricorp International

Properties offices.

Also occupying a

floor is the state-

) operated National
Youth  Develop-

Y ment Agency -
and the SAPS

) "._ Crime Preven-
tion Unit.
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WILF:

sheep’s clothing

Further revelations from the notebooks of the
former rugby Springbok dentist turned wideboy

il |

N THE SECRET FILES of rugby legend

Wilf Rosenberg, whose connec- ]

tions with the Israeli Mafia were S

revealed in nosel28, is a hand-

written list of 23 people whom
Rosenberg describes as members of
The Syndicate.

They include police officers (“Sgt
Wie and Inspector Havenga”), bank
officials (“Paul, FNB town, credit
manager; Andrew, FNB Sandton;
Christa, Nedbank Auckland Park;
Mr Badenhorst, Trust Bank; two
individuals from Momentum”); an
attorney; and mysterious characters
with names like “Max the Swiss”. The
first two names, John Ferreira and
Walter Pugh, still cause a shudder to
run down the spine of Rosenberg’s ex-
wife Shelly.

Apparently The Syndicate was a
hitherto unknown part of Rosen-
berg’s life. Israelis do not appear to
feature on the list. Nosel28 gave
Shelly Rosenberg’s account of the ac-
tivities of this mysterious body: “They
had connections in major banks and
insurance companies. They used to
transfer money from crime into peo-
ple’s bank accounts and then black-
mail these people into removing the
money and giving it to them. My
account was used. I used to go to
the bank and collect cash from my
account.”

An affidavit sworn by Wilf Rosen-
berg in case 41/545/2000 at the
Johannesburg Regional Court de-
scribes how one John Ferreira, whom
Rosenberg said he had known during -y
the 1960s “in the course of sporting "\\"'ﬁ""--
activities”, deposited R364,000 into
Mrs Rosenberg’s bank account. She L
was subsequently instructed to with- - _—
draw R140,000 in cash and hand it R p 4
to Ferreira, which she did. She then T - A youngerWilf Rosenberg on a visit to his daughter Dr Nicola Krost in Israel
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wrote two cheques totalling
R150,000, which were dis-
honoured.

This happened in 1996.
Rosenberg’s affidavit states
that Ferreira subsequently
contacted him “saying there
may be problems with the
monies deposited. He did
mention a certain Mr Pugh,
but did not disclose his in-
volvement, save to say that
in the event of enquiries we
dared not mention Pugh’s
name, as he was known to
have extremely dangerous
connections”.

Rosenberg adds that “a
particularly difficult time
for my wife and myself” fol-
lowed. In one incident Shel-
ly was alone in her car when
a lorry rammed it from be-
hind. “As she opened her
door the lorry sped past rip-
ping off her car’s door. There
was also an incident when
three unknown men tried to
enter her flat.”

The bank, said Rosenberg, wanted
its R140,000 back. A judgment was
made against Shelly when she was
in Israel getting cancer treatment,
and there was a settlement. The po-
lice case against Shelly Rosenberg
was eventually withdrawn, though
Rosenberg was warned he might have
to take her place in the dock.

Who were John Ferreira
and Walter Pugh? Rosen-
berg claimed that Fer-
reira once worked with
him at Fedlife insurance.
In a statement to police
in 1996, Ferreira, then aged 63, gave
his full name as Johannes Cornelius
Ferreira, describing himself as the
one-time owner of a rugby box at El-
lis Park, and then employed at in-
surance tycoon Douw Steyn’s Saxon
Hotel. Ferreira named Pugh as Wal-
ter Clifford Pugh, then living in Dun-
keld West, claiming to have known
him for almost 30 years through
insurance deals.

Ferreira and Pugh crop up again
in another cryptic note, headed The
Facts: “1. Walter Pugh/Sgt Gideon
Wie — know each other. 2. John Fer-
reira/Grant Wentzel — involved with
making arms in SA. Bullets for Ar-
abs — ship left for Tripoli Sunday
1//10/2000. Arms smuggling.”

Wilf Rosenberg took his various

From Wilf Rosenberg’s pho
(left) with Wilf’s Isra

Mafia buddy Moshe Simantov

court appearances philosophically.
On 30 November 1998, when living in
a Johannesburg cottage where “there
is very little space and I have most of
my paraphernalia in boxes” he wrote
to Shelly in Israel: “I don’t know why
you are getting excited about my
court case. Firstly, you are talking to
the wrong man when you tell me to
run. I am only afraid of snakes.

album: Boxing promoter Mike Segal

links emerge from the past,
surprising even a cynical me.
No one speaks, no one asks
questions, they each add
what they can in each and all
forms.”

Nosel28 published extracts
from Wilf Rosenberg’s files for
the autobiography he planned
to write exposing South Af-
rica’s criminal underworld.
The papers came to light after
Rosenberg, now 76, left the
country for Israel last Decem-
ber.

Our story outraged Rosen-
berg’s family and friends (ex-
cept one — see Letters). Mike
Charnas, a rugby enthusiast
who says he took in Rosenberg
when he was “down and out”,
and employed him “for 10 or
12 years”, until last Decem-
ber, summoned noseweek to
his research and marketing
business Catalyst, in Johan-
nesburg’s Orange Grove. “That
article about Wilf Rosenberg is
the biggest load of rubbish I've ever
read,” he declared. “We want to have
a discussion with you. It’s not an
interview.”

Charnas, 57, wanted to see Rosen-
berg’s 26-page handwritten Chapter
One of his autobiography, from which
noseweek quoted extracts, to verify
that the writing was Rosenberg’s —
because, he declared, the extracts

The bank, said Rosenberg, wanted its R140,000 back

“The final appearance is 2 Dec and
I am not going to lose. Being my own
lawyer is a new, exciting experience —
you know I enjoy the courtroom. You
were not told because, as I expected,
you reacted just as I thought you
would - in a state of panic. By now,
you should know that with me the
kitchen is always hot. Over the years
it has become apparent you can’t
stand the heat.”

What happened in court that 2
December is not known. But the day
before, in another letter to Shelly,
Rosenberg wrote: “I have an as-
tonishing back-up system in my
close family, friends and associates.
Favours done in the past are be-
ing recalled and it is Pay Back Day.
The chain gets stronger each day as

noseweek Jury 2010

were full of inaccuracies. When Char-
nas examined the samples noseweek
presented to him, he reluctantly con-
firmed these were indeed the rugby
legend’s own jottings.

Although Charnas has known
Rosenberg only since around 1998,
when Rosenberg was already 64,
he insisted it was impossible that
Rosenberg could have been involved
with the Israeli Mafia, let alone writ-
ten the newly-discovered confessions,
since he had been unwell for a long
time — ever since he had a stroke
and had to abandon his career as a
dentist in the early 60s. Rosenberg,
declared Charnas, couldn’t walk af-
ter back surgery, couldn’t write and
was totally confused from taking “39
Syndol tablets” a day. (An invoice

19



from Norwood Pharmacy on 13 July
2009, for R607, notes the supply to
“Dr W Rosenberg” of Valoid, Viocort,
Valium, Dynexan, Panada-50, Zopi-
derm, Status-Deo and aftershave.)
Charnas states that the legend was
diagnosed with dementia.

The above-quoted extracts from
the neat and lucid letters Rosenberg
wrote to his wife Shelly in November

and December 1998 do not support
this view. Indeed, Charnas then con-
tradicted himself by describing how
he encouraged Rosenberg to write
his autobiography, a task the sport-
ing icon set to without problem in the
Orange Grove office. Charnas even-
tually handed noseweek nine pages
of that latest effort — in Rosenberg’s
neat and lucid hand.

In these pages, Rosenberg demol-
ishes Charnas’s claim that he had

been a virtual vegetable since the 60s,
when the stroke left him paralysed
down the right side of his body. “This
paralysis lasted about 18 months,
then suddenly disappeared,” he
writes. “One moment paralysed, the
next all was in top working order, as
if nothing had happened.” However,
he was unable to continue to practise
as a periodontologist as “a weakness

Rosenberg demolishes claims that he was a virtual vegetable since the 60s

of my right hand made it very diffi-
cult to do work such as crowns and
bridges”.

But this did not stop Rosenberg
going on to run six Comrades mara-
thons in the 1980s. He writes that
he did the last run in eight hours.
He ended up on a drip to replace lost
fluid: “I forgot to drink on the way.”

In these Charnas-supplied pages,
Rosenberg also describes a colourful
spell working as a public relations

consultant for his close friend Mack-
ie Glasser’s Corlett Drive Estates.
“They were a group of very clever
men,” writes Rosenberg. “They ap-
proached the owners of large tracts of
land with the purpose of buying the
ground. However no money was laid
out. The Corlett agents would ad-
vertise the sale of the ground, sell it,
give the farmer who owned the land
his share and take
the remaining as
profit. So Corlett
Drive made money
without laying out
a penny.”

Wilf Rosenberg’s role in the scam
involved taking property editors out
to lunch and “singing the praises” of
his employers. Corlett Drive Estates,
one of South Africa’s biggest property
developers in the 60s, went spectacu-
larly bankrupt in 1973. Many buy-
ers got neither their plots nor their
money back, while Rosenberg notes:
“Mackie Glasser lives in Sydney in a
home which is a showpiece for tour-
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ists. He took most of the money.”

Rosenberg’s first wife Elinor died of
cancer in 1989. Rosenberg describes
how by that time he had been befriend-
ed by two Israelis living in Johannes-
burg — Moshe Simantov and Samuel
Propheta. He describes how Moshe Si-
mantov introduced him to the woman
who was to become his second wife
— Rachel Liebowitz, known as Shelly.
“That is correct,” says Shelly today.
“I was selling houses and Moshe was
selling his house. He said he’s got this
friend whose wife had died. We all be-
came friends.”

Moshe Simantov was a member
of the Israeli Mafia, as was Samuel
“Moulie” Propheta. Shelly says today
that at first she thought the Israelis
were “just friends”. But in Rosenberg’s
files is a fax that Shelly says she wrote
to her attorney, Steven Friedland,
voicing concern about Mafia members
Ronnie “Fat Stuff” Simantov (Moshe’s
brother), Shai Avissar (Israeli Ma-
fia boss and husband of underworld
crime queen Hazel Crane) and Avis-
sar’s bodyguard “Moulie” Propheta. “If
anything happens to Wilf Rosenberg
or myself, ask them,” reads her fax.

Tweaking her memory today after
years of chemotherapy, Shelly Rosen-
berg recalls: “Moshe’s brother [Ronnie]
was in charge of seeing everyone had
two IDs and passports. Israeli security
people were sent here to clean up Is-
raeli Mafioso. Most went to Australia.
They were involved in bank/insurance
scams and Wilf kept on getting caught
and had to use police protection.”

All this is rubbish, declares Wilf
Rosenberg’s most recent “employer”,
Mike Charnas. The poor man has not
been compos mentis since his stroke
decades ago. “His memory was largely
not here. He used to go to his doctor
daughter in Israel to get cleaned up,
and when he came back he was lucid.
But after three weeks he was back on
the painkillers again. He took zillions
of them.”

Charnas suggests that Rosenberg’s
ex-wife Shelly might be behind the
creation of pages of Rosenberg’s “my
life of crime” confessions discovered
in his files. “She’s bitter and out for
revenge,” he opines. “If Rosenberg re-
ally wrote all this stuff — well, he does
have a vivid imagination.”

With great fanfare, Charnas pro-
duces his trump card “proving” that
the extracts quoted in noseweek must
be false. “You said the Gerry Coetzee-
Big John Tate fight took place in Sun

City. But it took place at Loftus!” he
says triumphantly. In fact, noseweek
did not mention where the fight took
place. Dementia must be catching.

Troy Mayers, lifelong best friend
of Rosenberg’s Australia-based son
Adam, does not agree that Rosen-
berg has been a vegetable for decades.
Mayers, 39, says he first met the leg-
end when he was seven. When he left
South Africa in 1997 Rosenberg was
“pretty OK then, yeah.”

When Mayers returned to SA in
2002 he found Rosenberg living alone
in the Pembury retirement lodge near
the Wanderers. “In the last eight years
I was probably the only one who'd go
and visit him. Since I got back he’s
definitely had dementia. Ask him now
who his team-mates were in 1955 and
he’ll rattle the names off for you one
by one. But I took him to the bank re-
cently, when he was going to live in
Israel. He draws his money, puts it in
his pocket, walks out the door, turns
to me and says: ‘Where’s the money’?”

From Israel, Rosenberg’s doctor
daughter Nicola Krost, says: “The
physical and mental health of my fa-
ther Dr Wilf Rosenberg has nothing to
do with you.”

Rosenberg did not respond to nose-
week’s many attempts to speak to
him, before and after the story ap-
peared. However, he told Israeli jour-
nalist Raphael Ahren of Haaretz: “The
accusations there are mind-boggling.
The only true part in the whole thing
is my name.”

How did Ahren find his subject?
“Completely fine. He’s fine — he’s men-
tally fine. He’s a bit old but he under-
stands exactly what’s going on.” i
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ADE GOMES AND LOUISE BAKER —
now there’s a pair of smart
operators. As Gillian Klette
discovered to her cost when
she made the mistake of go-
ing into business with them.

Gillian Klette is a business consult-
ant specialising in IT, and in 2008 was
approached by Louise Baker, a recruit-
ment consultant with whom she’d had
business dealings, with an interesting
proposition. Baker wanted Klette to
invest in her Executive Recruitment
Solutions, based in Joburg’s Jukskei
Park, and bring in her IT skills. Ini-
tially uncertain, Klette was eventually
persuaded into a deal. She says that
what finally persuaded her to take the
plunge was a very positive financial
report from Michael Wright, of Wright-
way Financial Services, in Durban.
Klette had asked for some kind of due
diligence or audit, and Baker’s “sleep-
ing partner” in the business, Wade
Gomes, promised to get something
from his accountant.

Apparently Louise Baker then
emailed accountant Wright a series
of impressive recent invoices, show-
ing billings of some R752,141 over a
six-week period, during October and
November 2008. These included large
invoices to Faritec, Bytes Technology
and Coris Capital. Baker also sent
Wright details of expenditure.

Wright now tells noseweek that when
he asked for bank statements, Louise
Baker persuaded him they weren’t nec-
essary. Wright also claimed he’d never
actually met Baker, but had known
Wade Gomes for a long time, and that
Gomes’s salary was “in the millions”.
Wright also emphasised that he’d done
only a “brief assessment” — not an audit.

Nonetheless, it was Wright’s Novem-
ber 2008 report that settled the matter
for Klette. Wright wrote: “I have ex-
amined the records ... and I can report
that the business is well established
and financially sound. The turnover for
the period 1 March to 31 October 2008
was R1,555,436 and the expenses, in-
cluding the drawings by Louise Baker,
amounted to R690,500, leaving a profit
of R864,936.”

Baker and Gomes also provided Klette
with an impressive 23-page business
plan, setting out the business’s prospects.
It dealt, inter alia, with the “Macro-En-
vironmental Situation”, the “Current
Political Situation” and the “Current
Economic Situation”. Klette was hooked,
and on 4 December 2008 signed herself
in with Baker and Gomes.

It’s been a long road for a pair of con
artists who have been taking a string
of victims for a ride

Their agreement stated that, though
Executive Recruitment Solutions is a
sole proprietorship, the business would
be transferred to a close corporation in
which Baker and Gomes would each
have a 34% interest, and Gillian a 32%
interest. There was a reference to the
fact that a close corporation, number
2002/064029/23, was free of debt — im-
plying that this was the entity that
would take over the business. The
agreement stated that the three mem-
bers would be jointly involved in man-
aging the business, but that only Baker
would be entitled to a salary. It went
on to say that “to equalise the mem-
bership interest/shareholding in ERS,
Gillian Klette shall pay an amount
of R200,000, which shall form part of
the capital account of ERS”, and that
“there shall be no shareholders’ loan
account”.

Gillian made an initial payment
of R100,000 and paid the remain-
ing R100,000 in 12 instalments of
R8,333.33. During this period, work-
ing part time, she did software design
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for the company. She says that at some
stage Baker told her that she had
bought out Wade Gomes’s share, be-
cause he was bad news.

By the end of 2009 Klette had paid
the full amount — and, suddenly, every-
thing changed. Baker stopped calling
Klette — and changed her own contact
numbers. When Klette eventually got
hold of Baker’s number, Baker didn’t
answer her calls. Klette left messages
to arrange meetings, but Baker simply
didn’t pitch.

On 22 February 2010 Klette sent
a surprisingly conciliatory email to
Louise: “This is the third time your
business contact details have been
suddenly changed since we started
this partnership. [...] I'd like to believe
that you went through some kind of
immense personal challenge which
caused you to behave in an unprofes-
sional and unethical manner. I am
hence giving you a chance to resolve
this amicably by paying me back what
is due.” No response.

On 29 April Klette sent Baker a final



demand, claiming repayment of the
R200,000, with interest, and a further
R189,000, which Klette believed was
a fair price for the software she’'d de-
signed. She also challenged Baker: “I
have been made aware that you have
committed fraud against numerous
business people in the industry. You
have a record of criminal charges
against you.” No response.

Gillian Klette’s subsequent enquir-
ies revealed that the whole thing
had been a scam. The invoices sent
to accountant Wright were fraudu-
lent: Faritec, Bytes Technology and
Coris Capital have no record of the
invoices Louise Baker sent to ac-
countant Wright. One of the compa-
nies “invoiced” by ERS doesn’t exist.
Klette also learned from Faritec’s HR
department that Baker offered them
Jenna Clifford jewellery in exchange
for passing recruitment work her way,
and that when Gomes worked for Far-
itec he referred his recruitment work
to Baker.

As for the business plan — noseweek
wagers this was lifted from another

Baker lasted a full five days at Cat-
alyst, after it quickly transpired that
she had provided false references
and that the clients and billings she
had boasted of in interviews were bo-
gus. Further enquiries revealed that
she did not hold, as she’d claimed, a
BProc degree from UNISA, and that
she had a shocking credit record.
When Eisenhammer discovered that
Baker was coming into the office at
5.30am each morning and download-
ing every bit of confidential informa-
tion she could access, he escorted
her off the premises and told her to
attend a disciplinary enquiry 48 hours
later. When Baker failed to show up,
a company inquiry dismissed her for
fraud and misrepresentation.

Klette claims that Baker and Gomes
have regularly offered people equity
in their “business” in lieu of unpaid
bills. Huge PC, which wasn’t paid
for laptops valued at R11,500, and
R3050-worth of domain name regis-
tration and web-hosting services, was
offered shares rather than money. So
were attorney Jason Killian and web

Baker lasted five days at Catalyst after it

transpired she had provided false references

company, and modified as required. A
Companies and Intellectual Property
Registration Office (CIPRO) search
shows the close corporation referred
to in the agreement to be Reldann
Properties No 3 — and Gomes, Baker
and Klette don’t appear as members.

Accountant Michael Wright was ap-
parently also duped, and told Klette
late last year: “I have not heard from
Louise Baker since I saw you approxi-
mately 14 months ago. I don’t know
what to say. However, if I were you,
I would certainly approach a lawyer
for advice. Baker has also owed me
money for over a year.”

Klette’s enquiries unearthed some
juicy details about how Louise Baker
operates. On 1 February this year —
while she was avoiding Klette — Bak-
er took a well-paid job with Catalyst
Human Asset Management. With the
help of a glowing reference from Wade
Gomes, Baker persuaded Catalyst’s
Julian Eisenhammer that she had
run a highly successful business, but
was tired of the stress of managing it,
after a failed BEE buyout.

designer Dave de Gasperi, who had
put in some 200 hours of work for
which he wasn’t paid. All three had
the good sense to decline Baker and
Gomes’ offer.

Klette has also established that
attorney Goolam Norris, of the firm
Kramer Viljoen, has sued Baker and
Gomes for unpaid legal work.

A bit of sniffing down the tracks
shows Wade Gomes to be a pretty
smart operator. Klette discovered
that, a few years ago, he was hired
as CEO by resources company locore,
but left under a cloud after all sorts of
expenditure that brought no returns.
(Baker also spent time at Iocore and
was also forced to leave.)

Baker told Klette that Gomes was
dismissed from Faritec in March
2009. Apparently he is now employed
by the South African operation of
Micro Focus UK, whose website boasts
that "the Company has adopted a
Code of Business Conduct and Ethics
policy with which all Company staff
are required to comply”.

When noseweek got hold of Gomes
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Introduc ng ‘JAKE THE RAKE
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he began by claiming he didn’t know
anyone called Gillian Klette. With a
bit of memory jogging he said he had
a vague recollection that someone
by that name had failed to provide
IT skills to Louise Baker’s Executive
Recruitment Solutions, of which he
had been a “sleeping partner”. They
had to get in someone else, he claimed,
adding that he knew nothing about
Klette putting money into Executive
Recruitment Solutions.

By Gomes’ own account he knew
nothing about debts supposedly in-
curred, but did recall the unpaid-for
laptops, and claimed they carried ille-
gal software. He insisted that the Far-
itec invoices submitted to accountant
Wright “were genuine” — despite what
Faritec have told Klette. “I suggest
you speak to Louise Baker — as far as
I know she closed the business down
some time ago.”

Gomes wasn’t keen to speak about
his employment at Faritec and Iocore,
but conceded that he’d referred some
Faritec recruitment jobs to Baker. So
you shared in the fee paid by your em-
ployer? Oh no, I was simply a sleep-
ing partner. Stop bugging me; I'm a
respected businessman — and I don’t
need any shit!

Louise Baker finally contacted
noseweek but only to say Klette’s
issues had “fuck all” to do with her, or
Gomes, and that we would be hearing
from her lawyer.

o,

B As noseweek was going to press
Gillian Klette called to say that
Gomes had contacted her with an of-
fer: Kill the story and I'll make sure
you get the full amount owing to you;
let noseweek run the story and I'll sue
you for defamation if it says anything
about me being fired.

Noseweek did eventually get a re-
quest for written questions from a
Pretoria attorney, which weren’t an-
swered. Then, and at the last minute,
an email came in from attorney Rian
Roux, speaking for Baker. Disingenu-
ous doesn’t begin to describe the litany
of denials and threats. Baker claims
that because Klette didn’t bring in
new business she was in breach of
agreement and so lost her R200,000;
Baker will sue Eisenhammer of Cata-
lyst for alleging that she downloaded
information; she denies that either
she or Gomes were fired from Iocore,
and that Gomes resigned from Far-
itec; Gomes never sent Faritec work
on to her (of course, he admitted that
he did); the laptops carried illegal soft-
ware and were unusable; the allega-
tions about web design and attorney
Killian are false, and Kramer & Vil-
joen weren’t paid because they gave
bad service. Baker ended by saying
ERS had stopped operating in Febru-
ary, due to the recession, and that, had
Klette been loyal to the company, this
would never have happened.

Nice one: blame the victim.
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HE EXTRAORDINARY RUSH by a
host of shady characters to
loot the home and offices
of well-known Durban pri-
vate investigator Raymond
van Staden, within hours of
his death by drowning, has
again cast the spotlight on
how notorious apartheid-era
police operatives have come
to dominate the country’s private in-
vestigations business.

And how many “blue chip” compa-
nies — and leading figures in the ANC —
happily make use of these old security
branch men’s services to advance their
own often sinister interests.

Raymond van Staden died heroically,
after plunging into treacherous cur-
rents off Amanzimtoti beach to go the
aid of a man and a boy struggling in the
raging surf. It was Good Friday: he'd
stopped off on his way home, to gather
mussels for supper. By the time lifesav-
ers arrived at the secluded beach, Van
Staden had held the child above water
for over 40 minutes. Utterly exhausted,
the private investigator was pulled un-
der the waves almost the instant he
passed the boy to lifeguards.

They got Van Staden to the beach,
but it was too late: all attempts to re-
suscitate him failed. The other man
who lost his life was the rescued boy’s
father, Johan Nel, a senior manager at
Absa Trust. An unprecedented motion
by Jo-Ann Downs of the African Chris-
tian Democratic Party, praising Van
Staden and Nel for their bravery and
self-sacrifice, was accepted in the Kwa-
Zulu Natal Legislature.

But that day on the beach another
train of events was set in motion, turn-
ing the spotlight on a bunch of notori-

Raymond van Staden with President Zuma in Texas
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ous killers and shady characters from
Raymond van Staden’s past in the
apartheid-era security branch.

Gazing in shock at Van Staden’s life-
less body, his companion, a woman he’'d
only recently begun seeing, started
calling the contacts on his cell, to give
them the terrible news. Some of these
reacted very fast, in an apparent bid to
take possession of Van Staden’s profes-
sional records and equipment. Among
them were agents working for the likes
of ex-Vlakplaas hitman Riaan Bellin-
gan, and ex-security branch colonel Alf
Oosthuizen — a man Van Staden had
often said he admired, as a particularly
shrewd operator, and with whom he
remained in regular contact.

Van Staden had studied electronics
before being conscripted into Military
Intelligence, moving on to D Section,
SAP Internal Security, where Oost-
huizen had been his commander. After
leaving the police — at about the time
the ANC was unbanned — Van Staden
set up his own private investigations
company, Van Staden Forensic Servic-
es, with offices in Gauteng and Durban.
It specialised in high-level debugging,
using the sort of expensive electronic
equipment usually associated with in-




Well-equipped and well-connected

FEW PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS in South Africa
were as well-known as Ray van Staden,
and few private security firms were as
well-equipped as his Amanzimtoti-
based company, Van Staden Forensic
Services.

Apart from regular debugging work
for big companies like Sasol, Van Staden
was for a while employed on contract
by Transnet, to head up their security
and investigations department. At the
time of his death, he was assisting the
Police Directorate of Priority Crime In-
vestigations in several matters relating
to smuggling and theft from the Durban
Harbour — but all records relating to this
probe have vanished from Van Staden's
office and vaults.

Various company documents and files
were, however, left strewn around the
yard of his office and home in Amanz-
imtoti, including some marked “Sasol”.
Many of these were badly water-dam-
aged. Notes left lying on the floor of Van

ternational intelligence agencies. Van
Staden closely guarded his extensive
client list, but he clearly conducted sen-
sitive investigations for all kinds of blue
chip companies.

Exactly who was first to arrive at
the premises of Van Staden Forensic
Services in the hours after its proprie-
tor lost his life is hard to establish. His
brother Desmond flew in to Durban the
same day. A former male model with a
troubled past involving drugs and petty
theft, Desmond had only recently been
reconciled with older brother Raymond.
Known as “Desie”, he lives in Switzer-
land and works as a high-end make-
up artist — clients have included Heidi
Klum and Paris Hilton.

Desie seems to have arrived at the
Van Staden home alongside the likes
of former Security Branch man Johan
du Plooy and Dave Esterhuizen, a part-
time employee of Advanced Corporate
Solutions (ACS) — a security company
from which ex-colonel Alf Oosthuizen
resigned in 2004, leaving former Vlakp-
laas man Riaan Bellingan as sole direc-
tor. [See box.]

Esterhuizen was on a flight to Dur-
ban within hours of Bellingan getting
the call informing him of Van Staden’s
death. He stayed only one night before
returning to Gauteng.

Staden's office appear to show how a
group of people planned to divide up his
estate. One note appears to show that a
“DRC deal” involving “Zuma son”, and a
“Zim deal” involving “China”, were to be
divided between “Yoav”and “LMH".

According to police sources, there is
also a note that appears to suggest an in-
tended theft: it records that Van Staden's
stock in a company called Force Contin-
uum should be sold. Force Continuum
supplied non-lethal weapons to numer-
ous companies, including Spoornet and
several security companies. Storerooms
used to hold Force Continuum's stock
were found empty.

The reference to a deal involving
“Zuma son” is intriguing, to say the
least. Ray van Staden was known to be
well connected politically. Before Jacob
Zuma's election to president of the ANC
and then to President of the country,
Van Staden facilitated meetings be-
tween Zuma and various influential US

It appears that brother Desie —though
neither heir nor executor — quickly took
charge. He took office and home keys off
Van Staden’s lady companion and sum-
moned Cape Town-based financial ad-
visor Lyn May-Hammond to assist him
in “taking care” of Raymond’s estate.

May-Hammond is a director of Ankh
Analytic, whose company website
boasts: “Ankh Analytic (Pty) Ltd was
founded in April 2000. We believe that
without practising the highest level of
ethics and operating in an environment
of complete integrity, no business can
survive. Honesty, transparency, putting
our clients first and gaining our clients’
confidence through dedication and
performance are therefore our main
business principles.”

May-Hammond had been Van Sta-
den’s girlfriend some 28 years ago, and
apparently left him to marry a local
Amanzimtoti dentist. Several sources
told noseweek that she dived straight
into Van Staden’s cupboards, appearing
to be on the hunt for something.

A stream of nondescript cars driven
by men in dark glasses was seen ar-
riving and leaving the Van Staden
compound, with the men apparently
ferrying a stream of boxes and goods
out of the three-storey home-and-office
complex.
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businessmen, and accompanied him on
a trip to Texas when Zuma sought to re-
assure US investors that his presidency
would be stable. Van Staden appears to
have kept his friendship with Zuma hid-
den from even his closest friends, and
especially from his contacts in the NPA
and Scorpions. The links between Van
Staden, the Scorpions, Zuma and Oost-
huizen may well explain how the Zuma
camp were often one step ahead of the
prosecution.

The private and professional records
of Van Staden are likely to contain much
information of great interest to various
companies, politicians and industrial
spies — and inquisitive journalists. As
one prominent private investigator told
noseweek: “With the sort of information
Raymond had, | suspect that many of his
clients, possibly including Zuma, are vul-
nerable to blackmail attempts. Certainly
their company and commercial secrets
are no longer safe!” n

Carol van Staden, Raymond’s es-
tranged wife, and the sole heir, had
decided to allow Desie to stay at his
brother’s home, as she didn’t want him
staying with her and knew he wouldn’t
pay for a hotel. But, she told noseweek,
she did also contact Old Mutual — who,
she thought, held her husband’s will.
Old Mutual actually did not have the
will, but nevertheless immediately
called Desie to insist that nothing was
to be taken from the home or office. On
Monday Old Mutual contacted Absa
Trust, who did hold Raymond’s will,
and suggested that someone hightail it
to the Van Staden offices.

When noseweek contacted Absa’s
Durban office all queries were referred
to Patrick Wadula, the bank’s Gauteng-
based spokesman. Wadula confirmed
that Absa had been informed about the
looting of the premises, and claimed
that Absa would “very soon” be laying
charges at Amanzimtoti police station.
Absa didn’t do anything for some weeks,
so the chances of a criminal investiga-
tion being successful are minimal.

When noseweek visited the Van Sta-
den home, it looked as if it had been
gone over by a gang of house-breakers.
Rotten food was strewn everywhere.
Dinner plates had been used as ash-
trays — though Van Staden had always
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forbidden smoking in his house. Dozens
of gold cufflinks, Van Staden’s weak-
ness, were gone. Cameras worth tens of
thousands, and large sums in foreign
currency, had vanished. Van Staden’s
secret hiding places had been rifled.

XACTLY WHAT DESIE and May-
Hammond’s role in all of this
may have been is not known
— but it transpires that min-
utes after the pair learned
that the value of one particu-
lar item of debugging equip-
ment could top R500,000, they
rushed it to the office of an ac-
quaintance, asking for it to be
stored until “someone” called to collect
it. Under no circumstances was anyone
to be told about the equipment, May-
Hammond told the bemused business-
man. That afternoon May-Hammond
flew out of Durban — she wouldn’t be
attending Raymond’s memorial serv-
ice. The businessman has recounted
his story in a statement to the police.
The day after the gear was left in the
businessman’s office Dave Esterhuizen
once again flew to Durban, and headed
straight for the businessman’s door-
step, where he demanded the equip-
ment that had been “left for him”. On
hearing that someone (in fact, the local
police detective who had been called in
by Absa) had already taken it, an in-
censed Esterhuizen left — to reappear
with photographs of employees and as-
sociates of Van Staden’s, demanding to

know if any of them had
collected the gear.

Contacted by nosew-
eek, a nervous Esterhui-
zen, who runs a super-
bike training school at
Kyalami and Phakisa,
ignored questions about
the debugging gear —but
volunteered that May-
Hammond had taken a
large amount of foreign
exchange: “plastic bags
full of dollars and eu-
ros”.

Enquiries reveal that
Esterhuizen may well
have been acting on
behalf of someone else
when he allegedly ar-
rived to collect the de-
bugging gear. As one
former spook put it: “His
[main] income comes
from running track days
at race circuits, but he
does debugging part
time for [Bellingan’s
company] ACS.”

Joining Esterhuizen, May-Hammond
and Desie at the Van Staden premises
shortly after Raymond’s death, was an-
other colourful character — Johan du
Plooy, a private investigator from the
KZN North Coast, and a partner of Van
Staden in a company called the Temi
Group. Du Plooy’s daughter, Michelle du
Toit, runs Microdot Computers which
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Cape Town financial advisor Lyn
May-Hammond is accused of
pocketing some of the loot

hosted the Van Staden
Forensic Services web-
site. Within minutes of
Van Staden’s death, all
business enquiries were
diverted from this site to
a company called Risk
Diversion — where Jo-
han du Plooy responded
to messages and solic-
ited business.

Neither father nor
daughter replied to
noseweek’s  numerous
emails and telephone
calls.

ABSA confirmed that,
apart from theft charg-
es, they had also laid
complaints in terms
of laws regulating tel-
ephone and email in-
terception. According
to Absa, nobody other
than Van Staden, or the
executors, had the right
to access his email and
phone calls. Intercept-
ing these in order to obtain business
was, Absa believed, a crime.

Carol van Staden only discovered
several days after the funeral that the
Van Staden premises had been looted.
Everything of value had disappeared,
she says. Van Staden’s desktop PC hard
drive had been wiped clean and port-
able hard drives and piles of CDs with
investigation reports were gone. Van
Staden’s cellphone and laptop compu-
ter had been taken, as had all company
financial documents. Police have been
given statements by eye-witnesses,
claiming that Du Plooy removed these.

Two days after being asked for com-
ment Du Plooy handed both phone and
laptop computer in at Absa Trust.

Asked to comment on allegations
that she removed items from the Van
Staden home after his death, May-
Hammond demanded that she not be
contacted at her work email address,
then denied all allegations. She said
she had flown to Durban at the request
of Van Staden’s brother to “help him
with his brother’s affairs” and wind up
the estate.

Asked how they could have legally
assisted in winding up Van Staden’s
estate when neither of them were heirs
or executors, May-Hammond sent
noseweek a lawyer’s letter demanding
that she not be contacted again.

Carol van Staden told noseweek:
“Have you ever tried taking over a com-
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pany that’s had its books wiped out?
Not many people are rushing to pay
their outstanding accounts, but every-
one claims they are owed money, claim-
ing the debts were recorded in the now
destroyed books.”

Asked to explain what went on at the
Van Staden home and why the place
appears to have been looted, Desie
Van Staden replied in a long rambling
email. A taster: “You obviously do not
have a clue what you're talking about.
Your stories are ALL wrong. You're not
a journalist’s a-hole (so get a life and a
new job!).

“My personal life is none of your busi-

ness, but to clarify a point — I stopped
doing drugs 10 years ago. So watch your
ugly little mouth, because I will sue you
for defamation — and for trying to ac-
cuse me or bring me into complicity
with whatever rubbish you’ve heard.”

Desie finished up by defending the
state in which he left the house — with
maggots multiplying in the kitchen,
toilets unflushed and bath taps left
running for days: “As for the dirty home
— the maid would’ve come in the morn-
ing after I left. 'm not a maid.”

Noseweek looks forward to hearing
what action Absa, and the police, in-
tend taking.

Kebble's dirt digger

ing Brett Kebble as a major corrupt-

ing influence in South African busi-
ness and politics, nose55 reported on
former Security Branch Colonel Alfred
(or André, depending which document
you're reading) Oosthuizen's sinister
new role as a private investigator — and
master of intrigue — on behalf of various
important figures in the ANC.

Kebble had employed Alf Oosthuizen,
whose speciality is said to be “digging
the dirt on people’, to help compromise
and silence his enemies. Oosthuizen re-
signed as head of intelligence at Security
Branch headquarters in Pretoria at about
the time the ANC was unbanned in 1989.
Although former Security Branch opera-
tive John Horak fingered Oosthuizen as
the man who gave the order to murder
Steve Biko, the aged colonel has never
been prosecuted for any of the many
crimes in which he is alleged to have
been complicit.

He did, however, apply for, and receive
amnesty for his role in a number of mur-
ders in Swaziland - all of unarmed ANC
activists ambushed and shot by Vlakp-
laas operatives such as his current busi-
ness partner Riaan Bellingan.

Besides his work for Kebble, Oost-
huizen has been linked to numerous in-
trigues since 1994. One of his companies,
OPM Support Systems, was rumoured
to be spying on the National Prosecut-
ing Authority and the Scorpions, when
those two bodies were probing the arms
deal and scrutinising Cell C's acquisition
of South Africa's third cellular licence.
In late 2001 Oosthuizen and two other
former Apartheid-era spies were paid
$2m by Cell C in a hushed-up out-of-

SIXYEARS AGO, IN A PROFILE piece expos-

court settlement relating to the grant-
ing of the cellular licence. In his court
papers, Oosthuizen had claimed that he
had agreed with representatives of Sau-
di Oger to help find a “local empower-
ment group with the necessary political
capabilities and competence to success-
fully politically lobby for the issuing of a
cellular licence”.

When the success fee was not forth-
coming, Oosthuizen went to court. The
local “empowerment group” referred to
was headed up by Schabir Shaik.

Riaan Bellingan held the rank of ser-
geant at the time he was a member of
one of the death squads answering to
Colonel Oosthuizen, but the two are to-
day regarded as close friends. Besides
their joint interest in Advanced Corpo-
rate Solutions (referred to in our main
story), they are joint directors of OPM
Support Systems, and — with Nicolaas
Palm - also directors of a company called
RDP Marketing.

A colourful, if dangerous fellow, Bell-
ingan was one of only two policemen
to receive amnesty for the murder of
the Gugulethu Seven - a group of UDF
activists gunned down in 1986. After
the shooting of the seven the Security
Branch claimed that the entire group
had been highly trained combatants
who were heavily armed with machine
guns and other weapons of war. It sub-
sequently transpired that they were
unarmed teenagers. Bellingan was also
granted amnesty for the bombing of
Cosatu House and for a series of further
murders, kidnappings and other crimes
- at least one of which involved mur-
dering a policeman whose loyalty had
become doubtful. n
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Bank robberies

on the increase

It has become all too common for SA companies
to market, as their own, products presented to
them by inventors of limited means

OME CLEVER BLOKE INVENTS something
bloody marvellous and approach-
es a large corporate; their geeks
take a look — and everyone lives
happily ever after. Everyone but
the inventor, that is. A common story.

The unhappy character this time is
a German, Dr Wolfram Reiners, serial
inventor and winner of the EU’s 2007
European ICT Prize, apparently the
world’s foremost information and com-
munication technology award.

In 2000 Reiners developed a solu-
tion to one of the problems of credit
card fraud. His invention basically in-
volves a transaction authorisation and
authentication system, whereby safe
card transactions can be performed by
merchants using Internet browsers or
mobile phones. Reiners registered a
South African patent for the technol-
ogy in early 2001.

But in 2006 MTN Banking, a joint
venture between Standard Bank and
MTN, launched MTN Mobile Banking,

WHATEVER YOUR

which provides a secure payment serv-
ice using technology that, says Rein-
ers, is essentially the same as his own.
Even an article in Joburg’s The Star,
publicising the new banking product,
used terms remarkably similar to
those he employed to describe his pat-
ent. The MTN Banking product, says
Reiners, clearly infringes his patent
— and Standard Bank and MTN even
had the gall to register their own pat-
ents for the technology.

In April 2010, Reiners sued Stand-
ard Bank, MTN and MTN Banking
for patent infringement. He points out
that test transactions by MTN Bank-
ing demonstrate exactly the same pro-
cedures as the technology he came up
with. One of these, conducted by Marius
Heath of Heath Executive Consultants,
had Heath registering an MTN Bank-
ing debit card, and receiving a bank
account number that was his cellphone
number with an 0. Heath then trans-
ferred R200 to the new account from
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an FNB account, and went shopping.
At Musica he selected a DVD for pur-
chase and a teller activated the MTN
bank card. Heath received a message
on his phone, confirming the transac-
tion and indicating his card had been
turned off and would only be activated
for next time he made a purchase. Just
what my invention proposed to do, says
Reiners.

The inventor is seeking an interdict.
If the court finds for him, he wants an
enquiry into damages. He thinks these
are huge — anything up to R1bn.

The defence that has been filed is
predictable enough: there’s been no
infringement because the patent is
invalid. Why? Because it wasn’t novel,
allegedly having been pre-empted by
various US patents. On top of this, say
the big boys, there was no inventive
step in what Reiners developed, and
the patent breaches the prohibitions
on patenting methods of doing busi-
ness and computer programs.

Reiners says it has become all too
common, especially in the field of infor-
mation technology, for South African
companies to market, as their own,
products that have been presented to
them by people of limited means.

To back up his allegations that he’s
basically been robbed, Reiners claims
that from April to August 2001 he met
with Santie Botha, then marketing
director at Absa, to discuss his prod-
uct. He handed Botha large batches
of documentation regarding the op-
erational capabilities of the technology,
and Botha set up further meetings for
him with other Absa staff — Flip Breedt
and Dave Liebenberg of the card issu-
ing department (can you imagine such
a world?) — where further informa-
tion was handed over. All documenta-
tion apparently was labelled “Strictly
confidential and proprietary ... patent
protection pending — for evaluation
purposes only”.

For reasons that weren’t made clear,

Silence of the Debtors??

There is nothing more concerning than being unable to get hold of a debtor that owes you a fortune.
Too often your ‘friendly’ client trades ‘faces’ and wears a completely different mask when it comes
time to pay your invoices. Bad debts can easily flay your company’s cash flow.

@

CREDIT
GUARANTEE

Accredited Financial Service Provider #17691

Speak to Credit Guarantee today and you could genuinely be sipping on a really “nice Chianti’.

Call us on 01| 889-7365 for peace of mind!

Absa broke off negotiations, so Reiners
started talking to Standard Bank. He
claims that from August 2001 to May
2002 he attended between twenty and
thirty meetings with Standard Bank
staff, including now group deputy chief
executive Peter Wharton-Hood, and
lesser mortals like Craig Bond, Rod-
ney Myburgh and Richard Verschoor.
A number of those he met are now
involved with MTN Banking. Santie
Botha left Absa in 2003 to join MTN.

Standard Bank was so keen on his
technology, says Reiners, that at one
stage it explored the possibility of a
“rush order” to implement it before
Christmas 2001. The product was giv-
en the name White Card, and Standard
Bank asked Mastercard to evaluate
and certify the product.

The Christmas launch didn’t happen,
but in April 2002 Standard Bank asked
Reiners to attend meetings with Visa
FNB. The following May, Standard
Bank sent a formal request for infor-
mation to Reiners, asking for a propos-
al in which the full operational details
of the technology would be supplied as
part of a possible working relationship.
Reiners completed this and submitted
a detailed business case with a sug-
gested price list. And then... nothing.

The matter will eventually go to tri-
al. Unless of course the prospect of hav-
ing to disclose loads of documentation
about meetings persuades one or more
of the parties to settle out of court.

One rather itchy question: If Stand-
ard Bank and MTN were so sure that
Reiners’ 2001 patent was invalid be-
cause it wasn’t new, why did they go
about registering patents for the same
technology?

Standard Bank and MTN declined to
comment.

2360 Werelwi~ Advertising
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YMYMY, INEVERTHOUGHT I would
see the day — but there it is.
Take a simple game played
by 22 men, throw in an
international showpiece
— and, voila, patriotism is cheerfully
demonstrated by some of the most un-
patriotic people I've ever come across.

Growing up in the USA, where pa-
triotism is second nature, I was rather
disappointed upon my return to Mzan-
si by what I considered a great lack of
patriotism. But here I must change
my tune — a transformation brought
about by the recent match that
saw Bafana Bafana taking on a
pitiful Thailand at Nelspruit’s
Mbombela stadium.

My little enclave of Barberton
was virtually empty, with most
of our fine citizens flocking to see
the Boys Boys trash our guests
from South-East Asia. Maybe we
can attribute the Thais’ dismal
4-0 defeat to the political unrest
they left at home? But what hap-
pened to Guatemala? Five-nil,
for crying out loud. Don’t people
in that part of the world shoot
their national players for losing
so miserably? Well, as they leave
for home let us wish them vaya
con dios — go with god.

As it happens, I didn’t make it
to Mbombela stadium. But don’t
label me unpatriotic: after deal-
ing with the crowds during the
1994 World Cup in the US — no
thank you. I am content with
watching it all on television.

Don’t question my patriotism, be-
cause, in fact, I have been astounded,
and had a faltering belief that this
country is truly a miracle nation re-in-
stilled. Watching so many people wav-
ing the national flag and donning the
Boys Boys jersey, I truly felt proud to
be a South African.

Now of course a scribe never misses a
moment, and I was truly touched when
I saw a young family, father, mother
and young boy in tow, dressed to the
nines in Bafana gear — each carrying
the national flag.

How I would love to see every home
in South Africa flying the flag, as you
see in the USA. How I would love to
hear South Africans saying “Hey you
can’t do this to me, I am a South Afri-
can”. Why leave it to Americans with
their “Hey you can’t do this to me, I am
an American”? Yes, even said with that
extreme arrogance that pissed off the
French ... and other Europeans.

There is something to be said about

3

They shoot players,
don’t they?

Vuvuzela Malema

national pride: it instils commit-
ment and dedication to the building
of a nation. I have often been asked
why I publish my little community
newspaper, and the answer is always
the same: I like what I do and I care
about my country and its people. I can-
not stand by and allow a few idiots to
abuse our resources, our political sys-
tem and, more importantly, the hard-
fought-for miracle we have achieved.
No way Jose.

So, seeing that family bearing the
flag and dressed in Bafana Bafana jer-
seys, I was simply reminded of why I
do what I do. It is my hope that that
young boy will grow up wishing to live
by the words of the late US president,
John F Kennedy, when he said “Do not
ask what your country can do for you;
ask what you can do for your country”.

I mean, after all, with fine examples
like our Mr Lovepants President and
the revolutionary maniac Julius Male-
ma, not to mention colourful charac-
ters like former police chief Selebi, the
boy needs all the positive role models
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Bheki Mashile’s

he can get. And if his parents
saw fit to dress him in patri-
otic garb and take him to see
our team play, even if it was
against such pitiful opposition,
I say Nkosi Sikelela I Africa.

In a country that has gone
through such dramatic chang-
es, and in a peaceful manner for
the most part, you would think
we would be bursting with na-
tional pride. But as a journal-
ist I cover and write about so
much crap that all too often I
find myself asking whether the
folk of this beautiful and yes —
miracle — country actually ap-
preciate what they have.

If it takes a bunch of thugs
like the FIFA crew to bring
about patriotic fervor I say “Go
for it Sepp Blatter”. If it takes
our Boys Boys to do the same,
I will refrain from criticism of
their performance where it counts — in
front of their opponents’ goalmouth.

Listen dear nose readers you are
reading a commentary from someone
who went to varsity in the States on
a football scholarship — and I am talk-
ing football here, not the American
grid-iron game. I am talking about the
game of Pele, Maradonna and Jomo
Sono. Yes; the game that has apparent-
ly brought patriotism to our shores.

Today I am proud to be a South Af-
rican, and the photo of that little Bafa-
na-dressed family has won itself space
on my wall alongside other memorable
pics taken in my years as a journalist.
After all, it’s one of the few that does
not show the likes of angry youths
dancing around burning tyres, or a dy-
ing women whose inheritance was sto-
len by a municipal manager, or other
all too numerous scenes of madness.

Viva South Africa, Viva the World
Cup and may patriotism reign — at
least for the duration of this interna-
tional soccer spectacle. i



Strachan

SOMETIMES DESPAIR of Don’t Delay Pillay,

I mean I really do. I mean sometimes

he’s just so wantonly rude to people,

you know, and I say to him Deedee, I

say, your day would be so much hap-
pier if you were just normally polite. I don’t
mean you have to be all smarmy about it, I
mean sometimes you're just so embarrass-
ing, man! But does he ever take the least
notice of what I'm saying? No he doesn’t.
We'’re coming away from the North Beach
groyne one lovely morn, with a couple of
nice shad for lunch, the sun shines upon
us and there’s every reason to be cheerful
about life, but that is too much to expect, I
tell you. Up ahead stands a young couple
of those Christian folks who brush their
teeth and smile at you and offer you for free
some sanitised trolley-wipe literature if you
could be so kind as to spare them a moment
of your time. She stands with ankles and
knees tight together lest some sex-crazed
psychopath run his hand up her thighs, he
stands smart/casual nicely shaved with a
nice haircut, and as we come by the lady
murmurs quite sweetly Could you spare us
a moment of your time, please? Well
yes, say I, but not for religion, I have
never been religious. Well, says she,
there’s always a beginning, the Bible
says In the Beginning God made the
Heaven and the Earth. In the begin-
ning God made you mudder’s arse,
says Deedee. The young man pardons
Deedee instantly, smiles benignly. God
forgives your blasphemy, says he. Also he
forgives you mudder’s arse, says Deedee.
Very evil kind rogue bugger, you. Young
Man’s lips tremble. You bloody shit! says
he. Deedee grins broadly, now he’s happy,
he has triumphed, he has got Young Man to
betray his First Law of Life: Forgive All Men
Everything Evermore.

And the above unhappy event comes to
mind as I watch on the dish yet more grue-
some footage about the Holocaust, of which
we have a veritable spate these days for
reasons unbeknownst and unexplainedst.
Here we have Adolf Eichmann gripped by
Mossad in Argentina and tried in Israel
and sentenced to death by hanging, and it
occurs to me wryly that Herr Adolf quite
likely died with a cynical smirk on his lips,
he had in a certain way triumphed over the
Jews he so hated, since because of him they

Uncle Sam
couldn’t
allow the
people of
Chile to
make fools of
themselves
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had betrayed their First Law of Life: Thou
Shalt Not Kill.

Aha. AHA! That was a special case, you
see. Ja well oukei then. So we’ll extrapolate
a little bit, not too much, and at a convenient
moment in the future perceive another Spe-
cial Case and move all our righteous people
out of a neighbouring land and when all is
ready bottle up the entire remaining popu-
lace in a ghetto and blast these unrighteous
citizens with white phosphorus artillery
shells and cremate alive one thousand four
hundred of them because they didn’t under-
stand democracy and elected a government
of which we disapprove. Our homeland
here had been filled with the sound of

happy children at play and doves acoo-

ing, as in the Bible: “And in the land the
voice of the turtle shall be heard”. And
for no discernible reason at all this false
government which they had falsely elected
started shooting rockets amongst the chil-
dren and doves and killed three innocent
civilians. Also seven soldiers. I mean sorry
about another 3,600 phosphorised folks who
didn’t die, but God willed it. That’s what is
meant by Special Case, see?

And oh ja! come to think of it, at the very
time of Herr Eichmann departing this life for
Hell a certain dude name of Kissinger, pri-
vately known amongst Prez Nixon’s merry
Watergate lads as Heinrich Kushmirimto-
chis, who happened to be Secretary of State
at the time, he, now, just happened to men-
tion in the presence of certain CIA gents
that Uncle Sam who personifies democracy
couldn’t allow the people of Chile to make
fools of themselves as they recently had
done by electing a wrong government and a
wrong president name of Salvador Allende,
a phoney socialist intellectual with specs,
and curiously, just a month or so thereafter,
this wrong prez got bottled up in his palace
by a military mob and by Special Case be-
came conveniently dead. Kushmir swore
before all personkind and the Almighty that
he hadn’t done him in, the Chilean prez had
killed himself from guilt. A reliable sort of
military man who didn’t wear specs, name
of Augusto Pinochet, he took over and ran
no risk of electoral mistakes ever and disap-
peared ten thousand people who wore specs,
probably by chucking them out of choppers
into the Pacific Ocean. Well he did bring
stability to an unstable continent, naturally,
and THAT’S what makes a Special Case.
Ask Sec of State Clinton, she’s perty good
at SCs.

But I've drifted as usual. I meant to
explain that Deedee is a dear soul and I
like him like anything. It’s just that...you
know...
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PROPERTY

Periscopic Property Management specialises
in shopping centre management. Contact
Mark Souris on: mark@periscopic.co.za

Houghton 5 star cottage for rent. Excellent
security. Fully furnished and serviced. R5
500 per month. Call George 082 604 5219.
Central Durbanville, Western Cape 75 sq m
offices to rent with or without 90 sq m mez-
zanine storage. Call 021 976 3073.

Brakpan Beautiful house with pool, Jacuzzi,
6-car garage in upmarket suburb; 082 441
3958.

Figtree retreat Magaliesburg

Stunning family retreat.

52 hectares on Breedt'’s neck
Magaliesburg.100 km from Jhb.
Horse riding, mountain biking, four wheel-
ers/dirt bikes, bird watching and boating.
Modern 3 bed roomed house, cottage,
stables, arena, workshops etc.etc.

Jam.
Gontact John 083 482 8579

Trout Lodge, KZN For sale, syndication or
just sheer pleasure. www.westwoodtrout-
lodge.co.za

Southbroom Luxury apartment in security
complex, opposite beach, stunning view!
Sleeps 8. R4.2million. Call 039 316 8543 or
082 301 6698.

Champagne Valley Extraordinary accom-
modation property for sale, ideal business,
private or syndication; www.inkosana.co.za;
inkosana@inkosana.co.za

Dolphin Creek Golf Estate close to Great Brak
River , 685 sq m stand Parkland type of
course: Length of course 5923m R520 000;
Call 082 494 721; robin@baydecor.co.za
Houghton/Montana Excellent investment
properties for sale. Call Mr Jordaan

083 376 0737.

Eastcliff, Hermanus 3 bed, 2 bath house. Call
012 667 2954.

for smalls is the 1st of the month prior to
publication.
are prepaid at R150 for up to 15 words,
thereafter R15 per word plus VAT.

are R250 plus VAT per column cm (min 3cm
deep).
should be made to Chaucer

Plettenberg Bay Dolphin Court Flat. Fully
furnished, 3 bedrooms, one bathroom. Stroll
to B I Beach and shops. Stunning garden.
Secure. R1.3 million Call 082 494 1721;
robin@baydecor.co.za

Arniston Stunning seafront home perched
on clifftop overlooking beach. Breathtaking
position and panoramic sea views. 5 bed-
rooms, 3 en-suite, serviced. 082 706 5902.
Clarens Near Golden Gate in the beauti-
ful eastern Free State: Rosewood Corner
B&B offers all you want for a break from
it all; 058 256 1252.

Plettenberg Bay Anlin Beach House B&B/
Self-Catering. Affordable four-star luxury,
100m from Robberg Beach; 044 533 3694;
See our website for special offers:
www.anlinbeachhouse.co.za;
stay@anlinbeachhouse.co.za.

Umhlanga 2 bed/2 bath stunning, serviced
sea-facing apartment with DSTV;
anne@pvalery.com; 082 900 1202.

Arniston Otolith guesthouse. Sgle, dble and
family rooms available throughout year;
meals on request. Lizette 076 082 9504.
Hermanus Luxury home sleeps 10; ideal
for two families; walking distance to
village/cliff path; 083 564 8162.

Upper Newlands Friston Lodge B&B, near
Kirstenbosch. Comfortable affordable accom-
modation, garden setting. Solar-heated pool,
DSTV. Sabine: Sabine@stay-in-cape.com;

076 156 2381.

Wilderness/Garden Route Self-catering
cottages sleeping 4, on 29ha estate border-
ing Rondevlei, a bird-watching paradise,
great walks, very peaceful. Tim: 071 683
4133; www.reflectionsreserve.com

Cape Town Burgundy Estate,1 Bedroom
Apartment,abuts the vineyards of the
Durbanville Hills and De Grendel wine
estates. Gary 082 410 6442.

Stellenbosch Winelands Golf Lodge. Luxuri-
ous, lavishly furnished 2bed/2bath on De
Zalze Golf Estate. Self-catering, pool, gym,
spectacular views. Reasonable rates. Call
083 450 2114; danpub@mweb.co.za;
golfandwinelandslodge.co.za

Waenhuiskrans Sea view, self-catering cot-
tage sleeps 6. R800 per night. Call Wessel
076 082 9504.

Publications, PO Box 44538, Claremont 7735.
should be made to
Chaucer Publications; Account 591 7001 7966; First
National Bank; Vineyard Branch; Branch code 204 209.
at www.noseweek.co.za.
ads@noseweek.co.za.
Adrienne 021 686 0570.

Milnerton, Sunset Beach Fully contained
one bed self-catering flat R350 per night.
Business or holidaymakers; Call Gill
083 679 1165; gillginsberg@mweb.co.za
Game lodge Klaserie KNP 8 double en
suite rooms. Call Corlia 015 793 2464;
www.senalala.co.za; senalala@telkomsa.net
Clifton luxury beach bungalow 3 bed-
rooms, pool. Call 021 429 1507;
www.capetownletting.com

Colona Castle, Cape Town Luxury boutique
hotel. Call 021 788 8235;
www.colonacastle.co.za

Mabula Game Reserve Modjaji Camp Unit
37, 4-bedroomed 10-sleeper for week, 38
from 17 to 24 Sep 2010; R8 000. Includes
32 credits for game drive activities. Call A
Fivaz 082 410 0074; fivazogle@telkomsa.net
Ramsgate Holiday cottage on the beach
sleeps 10. Call 031 569 9100.

Straw Bale House, De Rust Come to the for-
giveness centre for peace; 082 958 0133.
Kenilworth Charming Upper 1-bedroom
apartment for corporate/holiday lets, close
to transport. Call Lindsay 084 674 0246;
lindsay@quailconnects.com

Simonstown Self-catering cottage and
apartment with sea views. Reasonable
rates and Winter specials;
kboden@worldonline.co.za

Paris Beautiful sunny apartment 5min from
Champs Elysees, fully equipped, sleeps 2.
Call Anne 082 900 1202; anne@pvalery.com
Provence Cotignac, village house, stunning
views, pool, sleeps 4-6; rbsaunders@cwgsy.net
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PERSONAL

Koekie Falck’s daughter, née Musgrave, please
write to Michiel Falck, PO Box 791, Howick,
3290.

Sixteen years of democracy and very few CT
former model C schools offer soccer as a sport.
Why? Paul

National Sea Rescue Institute is a great organi-
sation. Give your support; www.nsri.org.za

The Source where to go, what to do, what to
say and to whom? DDL

Jacques and Monique, thanks for being such
fantastic children. Love Mom and Dad.

Keep nailing the bastards. EA

Support the Red Cross as an ongoing charity.
ABH

Rose, we wait patiently for a new dawn. Mike

LEGAL, INSURANCE & FINANCIAL

Legal services in Kenya? Wanam

Associates specialise in IP, Trade Mark, Cor-
porate Law, Conveyancing/Property Law, ICT
Law, Litigation, Legal Support/Resources;
Www.wanam.com

Debtor Management Manage your debtors.
Maximise cash flow. Phone Dale at Alcrest
Outsourcing (Pty) Ltd on 086 100 0239.
Investment advice from highly qualified and
experienced professional in Cape Town. William
Bowler 082 920 6387 or wbowler@global.co.za
Yates & Associates Chartered Accountants and
labour law consultants. Call 021 706 3398;
www.yatesassociates.co.za

Martins Attorneys for property transfers, Estate
Administration, Commercial Contracts &
Intellectual Property. Reasonable fees. Call
021 761 7041; lawyers@live.co.za

Medical aid, life insurance, investments, provi-
dent funds. Call Gerald Sadleir 082 836 5050.
Jason Freel & Ass. Corporate and commercial
legal services and tax structuring advice. Call
021 424 0328.

Barry Insurance Brokers For short term insur-
ance quotes both business and personal. Call
043 748 6726.

Galatis Chartered Accountants, Parkwood,
Johannesburg. Count on us to account to you.
Call 011 442 7843; galtree@icon.co.za

Dr M Johnson sworn translator, World Court The
Hague, Netherlands. Dutch, English, Polish,
Spanish; insurworld@cyberserv.co.za

Short-term insurance in Helderberg area.
Reputable qualified broker for all business/per-
sonal requirements. Vic Long 072 233 5049.

Jouberts Attorneys, Midrand. Property/com-
mercial/litigation. Call Daan Joubert 011 318
0800; daan@jouberts.co.za

Safety Counselling cc Debt Counselling
NCR1654 Retired Executive Business banker
who also specialises in small & medium busi-
ness debt crisis consultancy. Call Gavin Clark
083 777 783; gavinclark@seanet.co.za
Professional Bookkeeping Services Full ac-
counting service. Call Linda 011 477 9131 or
083 729 2038; www.lasbookkeeping.co.za

For one-stop financial planning Roger King
(CFP) 021 559 6199; rogerking@absamail.com

FOR SALE

Tinus & Gabriel de Jongh paintings bought,
sold and valued for estates and insurance. Art
prints sold; dejongh@yebo.co.za;
www.tinusdejongh.co.za

Khoisan sea salt Special gifts for special people
best tasting salt in the world. Call West Coast
factory 022 783 1520; or Britt 083 650 9999.
For mail orders: www.khoisantrading.co.za
Cellini Two brand new large microlite suitcases
used only once available at half new price. Call
082 441 6149.

Safeco cc Protective wear from head to toe. Call
011 477 0190.

The Finlayson family Legacy in wine continues
at Edgebaston Wines. Call David

083 263 4353; www.wine.co.za/edgebaston;
david@edgebaston.co.za

For all new and used VW cars, Princes Benoni.
Call 011 395 9400.

Racehorse Eastern Paradise 4 year old geld-
ing by Almufti. Three-time winner R100 000.
Call Bruce 083 226 2015.

Kids gumboots in red, blue or black. Good pric-
es for best quality. Call Willie 084 400 7100.
The Airforce Shop Shop online for SAAF and
other aviation related items;
www.saairforce.co.za/shop

The Office Factory Office furniture direct to you.
Call 011 466 8527.

R21 Truck & Plant cc for quality used trucks,
trailers & earthmoving equipment. Call

079 491 4334; www.r21trucks.co.za;
r21@wireless.co.za

SERVICES

Silver Spoon Function Hire Hiring of

cutlery, crockery, linen, glasses, marquees,
heaters etc. For your hiring requirements

011 262 2227; www.silverspoonhire.co.za

Flying Dutchman. Innovative ideas for your
graphic design needs. Corporate ID, branding,
packaging and more. Call Mich 072 141 8854,
miiichjoubert@yahoo.com

Pigeon and bird breeders always phone Wayne
021 696 1532 for the best bird medical advice.
Environmentally sound thermal destruction
of pharmaceuticals, chemicals and hazardous
substances. Call Stuart 083 729 1480;
stu.hamilton@netactive.co.za

M-Kem is Cape Town’s 24-hour pharmacy open
all day and night. We never close. Call 021 948
5706; www.mkem.co.za

High Signs for all your signage requirements.
Call us on 021 783 2028; highsigns@telkomsa.net
For an event with a difference contact Sarit at
Sisters Act; sarit@sistersact.co.za

Information Nation Corporate Videos, media
Training, Radio & TV advertising. Call Neil
082 856 3233; neil@infonet.co.za
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EB-5 Visa Immigration Program Your fast track
to Permanent US Residency and a Green
Card. Chrystal 074 101 5875;
Ilteamrentals292@gmail.com

Ann Nosworthy Artist Call the studio for a
viewing on 021 794 4508.

For all your local fruit marketing needs call
Carla 076 626 4153; Carla@freshexpress.co.za
Storageland For safe, secure storage at 166
Intersite Ave, Springfield Park, Durban. Call
031 263 0106.

Keech Furnace Technologies All arc furnace re-
quirements. Call 011 827 6299; barry@kft.co.za
Suntup Flooring The best solid flooring. Call
011 610 1700.

Plastic Project Assistance Design, tolloing, man-
ufacturing & assembly. Call 031 702 8885 or
082 774 9496; hplastic@iafrica.com

CAD design and product development. Do

you have a product you wish to develop and
put to production? Concept to prototype and
manufacturing. 40 years experience in design,
drafting, tooling, Machine tools, manufacturing
methods and materials. Brian 082 555 7601;
brian@roach6.co.za

Perennial fencing We fence in the Hottentot
Holland and out where you holiday home is.
Call 082 955 2480.

Facet Recruitment for professional service to
businesses large and small. Call 021 671 8112;
info@facet-hr.com

WANTED

Sandton, Gauteng Knitting wool urgently
needed for charity work please; 082 833 9051
or 082 712 4946. Thank you.

COURSES

Art Classes, Muizenberg General art &
drawing skills. Meg 021 788 5974 or

082 926 7666 or jordi@telkomsa.net

Editing and proofreading courses offered in
Cape Town and Johannesburg;
info@editandtrain.com

TRAVEL , FOOD & LEISURE

Join the club and make wine at home Call
021 887 4731; www.winemachinerygroup.com
Sure Millway Travel International & domestic
worldwide travel experts. Mowbray

021 685 4035 or Constantia 021 794 8480;
millway@iafrica.com

HEALTH & FITNESS

Qigong classes in Rondebosch and Kalk Bay.
Katja 073 117 1987.

SA Callanetics Programme Safe, gentle, fast.
visible. Achieve more flexibility, stamina &
strength, better posture, cm loss & more. For
studio locations, DVDs, instructor training
courses. Call 011 795 3311; www.ctasa.org.za;
info@ctasa.org.za

PUBLICATIONS

Books, new, secondhand, out of print. Large
selection at Treasure House, 3 Bordeaux
Street, Franschhoek. Call 021 876 2167;
treasurehouse@telkomsa.net

Fascinating new book Vryburg stamps of
Anglo-Boer War for R265 each. Contact Joh
Groenewald; johgroen@mweb.co.za

35



Whether you play 18 holes or 121

(to be exact)

...performance is on
top of everyone’s
agenda!!!

During tough times, companies with a drive for longevity look to “do more with less”. Driving efficiencies out of their organisations and sweating assets is often on

the top of the boardroom agenda. It is often those companies that look to gain efficiencies from their organisations during the good times, that manage to capitalise
on the mistakes of others during the bad times. This is probably why many of the country’s leading organisations allow their inter-branch connectivity and internet

access to be managed efficiently by Integr8®.

Integr8 Consulting Services deploy Riverbed® devices to ensure that the bandwidth you pay for is correctly allocated and priority is given to those business critical
applications over the less important “nice to have applications”. Of course, this is all monitored by the only Nerve Centre® of its kind on the African continent, as

owned and managed by Integr8®.

riverbed ity NETWORKS

www.integr8group.com - 0861 888 888 - info@integr8group.com



