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Letters

Round One: who’s the palooka? 

HOW MARVELLOUS IT WOULD BE IF THE 
vaunted Gerrie Nel could confront JZ 
for a few rounds in the ring! (“A new life 
for the man who made Pistorius cry”, 
nose213). 

However,  while there are aspects of 
Mr Nel’s work that one admires, sadly 
it appears that his research has let 
him down: even a perfunctory reading 
of the legislation makes it clear that 
private prosecution by a body such as 
the proposed Private Prosecutions Unit 
is simply not competent. The relevant 
portion of section 7 of the Criminal 
Procedure Act 51 of 1977, which 
governs private prosecutions, reads:

“Private prosecution on certificate 
nolle prosequi (1) In any case in which a 
Director of Public Prosecutions declines 
to prosecute for an alleged offence (a) 
any private person who proves some 
substantial and peculiar interest in the 
issue of the trial arising out of some 
injury which he individually suffered in 
consequence of the commission of the 
said offence… may… either in person or 
by a legal representative, institute and 
conduct a prosecution in respect of such 
offence in any court competent to try 
that offence.”

“Private person” means a “natural 
person”. Companies and other juristic 
persons such as NGOs do not have 
the right to prosecute privately. It is 
explained thus by the Appeal Court in 
Zimbabwe Nominees (Pvt) Ltd v Black 
1990 (4) SA 720 (A) at 726:

 “The general policy of the Legislature 
is that all prosecutions are to be public 
prosecutions in the name and on behalf 
of the State… There may well be sound 
reasons of policy for confining the right 
of private prosecution to natural persons 
as opposed to companies, close corpora-
tions and voluntary associations such as, 
for example, political parties or clubs.”

 And “Substantial and peculiar 
interest” (moreover arising from 
an injury ‘individually suffered’) is 
explained thus by the (then) Supreme 
Court in Attorney-General v Van der 
Merwe & Bornman 1946 OPD 197  
at 201: “The object of the phrase 
(‘substantial and peculiar interest’) was 
clearly to prevent private persons from 
arrogating to themselves the functions 
of a public prosecutor and prosecuting 
in respect of offences which do not affect 

them in any different degree than any 
other member of the public; to curb, in 
other words, the activities of those who 
would otherwise constitute themselves 
public busybodies.”

It is surprising that, despite reserva-
tions publicly expressed by academics 
and others, your reporter apparently 
failed to read the statute herself.

Jonathan Justinson
Director: Global Rights Research

Cape Town

n DOES THE ARTICLE BY SUE SEGAR 
“A new life for the man who made 
Pistorius cry” not underestimate the 
tactics the state prosecutors will use?

They need never issue a nolle 
prosequi – but simply prosecute Zuma 
on 783 charges of corruption so incom-
petently that his Defence will ensure he 
is found not guilty. The same with all 
the others on the Solidariteit list.

The acquitted accused will then 
invoke our human rights law – no 
person may be prosecuted twice for the 
same offence. Checkmate.

Keith Gottschalk.
Claremont, Cape Town

Online offer to lost subscribers
 
I NEVER MISS A COPY OF NOSEWEEK ON THE 
shelves.  I particularly want the hard 
copy to read in a hot bath with a glass 
of wine – and a valium and anti-nausea 
tablets nearby, just in case.  That way 
nobody can hear my expletives.

Robyn Heathfield
Johannesburg

n THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND AND 
almost irresistible offer to subscribe 
to Noseweek online. But, I still like to 
feel the pages when I turn each one 
and read every article with glee and 
immense appreciation for Noseweek’s 
unique style and most pristine 
presenting of the facts. 

Buying Noseweek as it lands on the 
shelves is still my best magazine shop-
ping experience. I don’t miss a single 
issue and have enjoyed the August one 
tremendously. 

Linette Lintvelt
Pretoria

n I GREATLY ADMIRE YOU AND YOUR TEAM 
for taking on the Goliaths of business 
and misgovernance. 

Happily, as recipient of an Incredible 
Shrinking pension, I am now able to 
take on your digital special for R230.00. 
All power to your pen!

Peter R S Inkley
Kiepersol, Mpumalanga

n REST ASSURED, I HAVE NOT GIVEN UP ON 
you. Whilst it is true my subscription 
has lapsed, the proper perusal of your 
noted magazine suffered no such fate. 

It is with religious attendance to 
duty that it is purchased as soon as 
its conspicuous presence is noted on 
the shelves of our local grocery store. 
It is then left on the counter top in the 
kitchen to simmer until the opportunity 
arises to recline, quaff dark red liquid 
and properly consume the contents 
of such a consummate presentation 
of newsworthy news in the comfort of 
adequate time. 

I have long ago relinquished any 
thought of trudging to our local post 
office with the vague hope of being 
blessed with actual mail in my post box.

The offer of receiving an electronic 
rendition of your magazine, is equal 
to having an app on my cellular phone 
to savour a well-matured shiraz. 

From Facebook:
n A DIFFICULT LEGAL ONE. ANIMALS 
cannot inherit even if your will 
states they are to be kept in the 
style to which they have become 
accustomed.  Maybe lawyers for 
Sanlam have to move them? – 
Barbara Veitch
n RE: “SANLAM DOES NOT LOVE DOGS”: 
My cats get my house, and basta! – 
Herma Prinsloo
n A SAD WORLD WHEN YOUR FINAL WISH 
is denied. – Annita Jones
n I KNEW THIS MAN AND HIS LOVE FOR 
his dogs is REAL. He would turn 
in his grave if he knew this was 
happening. – Lynn Botha
n SANLAM, IS THIS TRUE? PLEASE DON’T 
disappoint! – Dee Aylward Rajchl
n DARLING OLD MUTUAL HAS JUST GOT 
a new client. – Iona Rabie 
n WHAT DOES THE COMPANY HAVE 
to say about it? – Chris van der 
Westhuizen
See Sanlam’s reply and our further 
report on page 7 – Ed.



NOSEWEEK September 2017 5 

Receiving information does not equate 
to reading. Reading is about the sensory 
and mostly pleasant experience of 
smell, touch and consumption of well-
presented information in an unhurried 
manner.

Rest assured, punctual purchase and 
proper perusal shall continue unabat-
edly for as long as you continue to 
publish without fear or favour. 

KF Balzun
Nelspruit

DA isn’t fixing Joburg rates mess 
THE DA HAS NOT DONE A SINGLE THING YET 
that has made Johannesburg rate-
payers’ burden one bit more bearable. 

Wonder why? 
Your report in nose212 (“Feel the 

Value”) partly answers the question. 
Our new DA ward councillor has done 
absolutely nothing about the incor-
rectly valued properties in our ward 
plus over 10 years of incorrect billing 
on our three properties (double and 
triple billing on the same stands) – all 

reported endlessly to City of JHB – first 
the ANC and now the hapless DA. 

Read this article in conjunction with 
the more recent claim by the DA that 
the latest billing fiasco is an ANC plot. 

If the DA remains unaware there is 
still a billing crisis in JHB, one has to 
ask: what planet are they living on? 
Either that, or, like the ANC, they’re 
just so addicted to double and triple 
billing, they can’t pull the needle out. 

Strange that the single biggest 
problem reported by JHB ratepayers 
has received exactly zero attention from 
the DA since landing in office... the DA 
has merely continued with the same 
criminal billing outfit that has created 
the crisis. 

Let me tell you why: If JHB actually 
valued properties correctly – and then 
only sent one bill to each property –
their income would drop substantially. 
As a result, there is as much chance of 
the DA fixing JHB’s billing mess as the 
ANC. They’re all addicted to the illegal 
smack of double, triple and inflated 
billing. 

Even if bills are unpaid (we haven’t 
paid for over 10 years and they haven’t 
even noticed) – massively inflating 
the debt owed to the city serves the 
double purpose of raising ever-more 
baroque loans for squander... “for when 
the little people come around and start 
paying you know”. Not so, we’ll be here 
long after the ANC and the DA are 
consigned to the dung heap of history... 
and we won’t be paying till we see fair 
value.

Antoinette McAllister
Sandton

What of Gaddafi’s SA fortune?
ON HIS DEATH WE WERE TOLD THAT 
Muammar Gaddafi had extensive 
investments in South Africa; what 
happened to this wealth?

We heard at the time rumours that 
some of our politicians were “interested” 
in “assisting” to find a solution; any 
recent news? 

Dario Como
By email

Sten
t
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Electric shock
Editorial

THROUGH THE FOG THE TRUTH EMERGES. 
Secret contracts concluded by Eskom 
since 2007 have resulted in one-tril-
lion-rand of Eskom revenue going to 
waste or being stolen.

Granting an application by the civil action 
group Outa, the National Energy Regulator 
(Nersa) has given Eskom until August 31 to 
provide information that the public utility 
company had hoped to keep secret – such as 
what it pays each of its coal suppliers – to 
support its application for yet another large 
electricity tariff hike in 2018.

Eskom spokesperson Khulu Phasiwe told 
Fin24 that they would reluctantly comply. 
“We have no choice. We respect the authority 
of the regulator, but will study the full deci-
sion to understand the full implications.  

The “full implications” of the order are 
obvious, says Outa’s energy head, Ted Blom. 

“Eskom had previously blind-sided the energy 
regulator by saying it was operating effi-
ciently and warranted large tariff increases.

“But recent revelations about corruption 
and irregular coal contracts have shown this 
was patently a massive lie perpetuated from 
2007 onwards. As a result, more than one tril-
lian rand in Eskom revenue has been stolen 
or gone to waste,” said Blom.

To grasp the implications, see our report on 
the desperate state of the 569 informal settle-
ments around Durban, on page 20. To provide 
shelter and sanitation for the 238,000 fami-
lies that live in them would cost R45bn. The 
city can afford only a fraction of that. Now do 
the social arithmetic. With the money Eskom 
is estimated to have corruptly squandered 
over the past ten years, 20 times that number 
of homeless people could have been provided 
with a home and basic sanitation. 

A JULY GUPTALEAKS EXPOSÉ SHOWED 
how the Free State provincial gov-
ernment had picked up the tab 
for the “event of the millennium”, 
as the Gupta son’s wedding was  

described by KPMG Africa’s then-chief 
executive Moses Kgosana. He and three 
other KPMG partners attended the lavish 
Sun City affair. 

AmaBhungane and Scorpio’s analysis 
of leaked emails has laid bare an intricate 
web of money transfers and laundering in 
2013 by companies controlled by the Gupta 
family. KPMG were the auditors of Linkway 
Trading, the Gupta company that played 
a crucial role in allowing the diversion of a 
massive government subsidy earmarked for 
the Free State’s Vrede dairy project to pay, 
instead, for most of the wedding expenses – 
R30 million to be exact. 

(The Vrede dairy herd, deprived of main-
tenance funding, were callously left to starve 
and die.)

Audit watchdog IRBA, the Independent 
Regulatory Board for Auditors, has started 
an investigation into the 2014 audit of 
Linkway Trading. 

KPMG should have stopped working for 
the Gupta companies earlier than March 
2016, “given the existing socio-political envi-
ronment”, was the only concession Trevor 
Hoole, CEO of KPMG SA was prepared to 
make in a statement issued on August 11.

Neither a KPMG review of Gupta-owned 

Linkway Trading, nor the broader review 
into professional services rendered to the 
wider Gupta group had, to date, found any 
evidence that KPMG “in any way supported 
or condoned alleged tax evasion or money 
laundering, nor that there was any dishon-
esty by the teams,” he said

But, just two days later, Hoole – appar-
ently under pressure from his international 
partners – changed his tune and announced 
that the audit company had suspended the 
lead audit engagement partner dealing 
with the Gupta businesses, and that two 
KPMG partners had been “relieved of their 
board and executive positions” pending the 
outcome of comprehensive reviews. None of 
them were named.

The final irony: on its website, KPMG 
describes itself as “a market leader in money 
laundering prevention”.

Sygnia CEO Magda Wierzycka, after 
learning of KPMG’s role as auditor of the 
Gupta companies and as authors of a SARS 
report that was used to engineer Pravin 
Gordhan’s downfall, fired KPMG as her 
company’s auditors: “I believe that compa-
nies that show complacency which aids and 
abets corruption, should be made to pay,” she 
told City Press.

Now turn to page 10 and see how KPMG 
has had it coming for a long, long time.  
After that, see who sticks with KPMG – and 
wonder why.

The Editor

Dirty laundering
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Sanlam replies to charge it does not love dogs

Margie Petherick with Maggie-May (left) 
and Hector

THE ARTICLE, “SANLAM DOES 
NOT love dogs” (nose214) 
contains several inaccura-
cies and casts aspersions 
on the reputations of San-

lam, the trustees and legal rep-
resentatives appointed as execu-
tors of the estate of the late Mr 
Jonathan Edwards. 

Sanlam, its trustees and the 
appointed executors of the es- 
tate are legally bound to act in 
accordance with the law and the 
Last Will and Testament of Mr 
Edwards. 

In our common law, a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
such as the one drawn up by Mr 
Edwards and Ms Marguerite 
Petherick does not supersede the 
Last Will of the deceased. Any 
agreement in terms of which 
the contracting parties purport 
to regulate the devolution of the 
estate after the death of one of 
them is invalid. Sanlam acted in 
accordance with this principle. 

Ms Petherick’s allegation that 
his Last Will was “lost” by Sanlam 
is false. Sanlam’s Fiduciary 
Department was instructed to 
amend the Will, which was done. 
Unfortunately Mr Edwards never 
lodged the amended Will with Sanlam 
for safekeeping. No valid Will made 
by the deceased was found other than 
the one already in the possession of 
Sanlam. The wording of the bequests 
in the purported amended Will did not 
differ significantly from the original and 
would have no bearing on the claims of 
Ms Petherick. 

In terms of Mr Edwards’s will, 
proceeds from his estate were to be 
placed into a trust with instructions for 
his Trustees to look after the general 
wellbeing of the dogs. On the death of 
his pets, Mr Edwards stipulated that 
the balance of the funds should go to 
two welfare organisations – one of which 
was the Animal Anti-Cruelty League. It 
was not indicated where the dogs should 
stay and who should look after them. It 
was however stipulated that his dogs, 
Hector and Maggie-May, should not be 
separated after his passing. 

During the process of administra-

tion, it was found that the estate did not 
possess sufficient liquidity [cash] to pay 
all administration charges, a mortgage 
bond and other liabilities. The sale of 
the property was necessary to honour 
all financial obligations – and to make 
provision for the care of Mr Edwards’s 
pets, Hector and Maggie-May. 

Statements made to the effect that the 
property was debt free are inaccurate, 
as the property was still mortgaged to 
a bank. 

Fees paid for winding-up of the estate 
are fixed at an amount of 3,5%; and the 
proceeds of the Liberty Life policy were 
indeed paid into the estate and are 
reflected in the liquidation and distribu-
tion account. 

The executor of the estate discussed 
the matter with the Animal Anti-
Cruelty League (50% beneficiary of the 
estate) who undertook to accommodate 
and care for Mr Edwards’s dogs.

Sanlam has acted in full accordance 
with the law. In addition, the executors 

and trustees have engaged exten-
sively with all parties concerned 
to ensure that last wishes of Mr 
Jonathan Edwards are honoured 
and to ensure that both Hector 
and Maggie-May are well cared 
for for the remainder of their lives. 

Sanlam recommends that when 
people draft their last will and 
testament, they engage with a 
professional financial planner or 
legally qualified person in order to 
make sure their wishes are prac-
tical and capable of being imple-
mented. All of their final wishes 
must be recorded in their Will. 

RONALD SAMUELS
Chief Executive

Sanlam Personal Finance:  
Fiduciary Services

ATTACHED TO MR SAMUELS’ LETTER, 
was A copy of a recent letter from 
Sister Cindy-Lee Price, General 
Manager of the Animal Anti-
Cruelty League in Johannesburg. 
In it, Sr. Price thanks the trustee 
of the late Mr Edwards’s estate 
for informing the League about 
Hector and Maggie-May, his Bull 
Terriers, and for providing the 
League with a copy of the late Mr 

Edwards’s will (in which the League 
would have discovered that they are to 
be heir to half his estate, currently esti-
mated at more than R1 million).

“As per his wishes, we are more than 
willing and able to look after the dogs 
should they be placed in our care. They 
would be kept together in their own 
space, with access to our staff throughout 
the day and our veterinarians are on site 
7 days a week,” Sister Price wrote. “They 
would live out the rest of their lives with 
us, as per Mr Edwards’s wishes.”

Noseweek will be following up on various 
aspects of this story. For now, all we wish 
to note is that a caged run in the Animal 
Anti-Cruelty League’s yard was clearly 
not what Jonathan Edwards had in 
mind for his beloved and pampered pets. 
His Sanlam trustee acknowledged as 
much by keeping them at their suburban 
home for 18 months after Edwards’s 
death, as he had wished. See our next 
issue. – Ed. n
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THE CENTENARIAN WHO HAS BEEN  
fighting since 2001 for transfer 
into his name of a modest piece 
of land near Pietermaritzburg 
(nose213) so that he, his fam-

ily, and his nine goats can live there in  
peace and contentment, has won a sig- 
nificant court battle to speed up the 
transfer. 

Zabalaza Mshengu, who is 103 years 
old, was officially declared a labour 
tenant in 2007 after having lodged his 
claim in 2001 for a 5-hectare portion of a 
farm near Ashburton and the N3.  

In nose213 we reported that either 
gross incompetence or a deliberate 
ploy was at play to delay transfer. The 
big issue: if the land is not transferred 
speedily and Mshengu dies before 
transfer can take place, his family could 
be evicted legally. 

The land potentially holds significant 
value for development as many farms 
along the N3 are positioning themselves 
as possible locations for logistic ware-
housing due to their proximity to two 
airports, two seaports and the highway 
to Gauteng. 

Mshengu was born on the property on 
11 January 1914. First his father, then 

he, were labourers on the commercial 
farm where part of their remunera-
tion was the right to cultivate a parcel 
of land for personal benefit. His family, 
including his father, are buried on this 
small acreage.  

The problem: the farm is owned by 
Shockproof Investments 71 (Pty) Ltd, 
whose directors Dr Nomsa Dlamini, 
Roshan Morar and his wife Jyoti are 
extraordinarily politically connected (see 
nose213) and wealthy individuals who 
have owned the farm since 2006 – and are 
reluctant to part with five hectares to an 
aged labourer, despite what ANC-created 
law might say. 

Mshengu is being represented pro 
bono by attorney Muzi Mzila. 

On 31 July, in the Pietermaritzburg 
Land Claims Court, Judge Thami 
Makhanya ordered both Shockproof and 
the Department of Rural Development 
and Land Reform to submit affidavits 
within 30 days and prove what they had 
done “regarding attempts made by them 
in respect of settling this matter”. 

Also within 30 days, they must appoint 
land valuers, who have to submit their 
valuations to Mzila within 30 days of 
their appointment. – Jonathan Erasmus

IF YOU RENT PROPERTY

JOHN: 082 901 0824

KEEP THIS NUMBER

I CAN ASSIST YOU WITH THE

IF YOU DON’T NEED ME NOW,
YOU WILL LATER

RENTAL HOUSING TRIBUNAL

I CAN HELP YOU WITH
PROBLEM TENANTS

Notes & Updates

Centenarian fights on in 
16-year-old land claim battle

Hope for  
Zabalaza Mshengu
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ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS OVER 
the years, Noseweek has 
noted KPMG’s willing-
ness – for a handsome fee 
– to apply an audit gloss to 

some or other unsavoury business 
in order to give it the appearance 
of probity (For examples, see noses 
43,53,65,110,167,176,181,186,190, 
191,194,201&213). 

The drift is always the same. Early 
on we noted that KPMG had absorbed 
what remained of Arthur Andersen, the 
auditing company that collapsed under 
the weight of its bad reputation. It 
seems KPMG may have absorbed more 
than just the remains. 

In the light of recent developments 
(see Editorial), some examples are 
worth a recap.

In November 2002 (nose41) Noseweek 
reported that there was discreet 
talk in banking circles that the 

Reserve Bank was sitting on a secret 
report containing evidence of massive 
wrongdoing by top executives of failed 
Saambou Bank.

An early draft of the 600-page report, 
drawn up by forensic investigators at 
KPMG, was apparently complete at 
the end of July 2002. Someone who had 
seen it confided that it named Saambou 
executives and detailed how hundreds 
of millions of rands were moved in 
highly questionable transactions.

However, at a meeting with the 
KPMG investigators, Reserve Bank 
officials were said to have “hummed 
and hawed” when confronted with the 
damning evidence, before sweeping 
it all under the carpet with a vague 
reference to further investigation 
being required. Odd, considering the 
report’s main allegations were against 

specific individuals and apparently 
clearly documented. If the Reserve 
Bank had evidence of illegal actions 
that could have caused the collapse 
of Saambou, surely it was the duty 
of its governor Tito Mboweni and his 
once-courageously outspoken deputy, 
Gill Marcus, to place the report before 
the public and the Director of Public 
Prosecutions without delay? And had 
KPMG reported their adverse findings 
to IRBA? 

“We intend examining the ‘secret’ 
report in great detail and will, at the 
first possible opportunity report to our 
readers, so that they can determine 
who the Reserve Bank is serving with 
its silence – the public interest, or one 
less honourable,”  Noseweek declared.

The subject was back on Noseweek’s 
pages three months later – with a 
twist: on 21 January 2003 Business 
Day published an almost line-by-line 
analysis by KPMG of the (nose41) 
article that had revealed the existence 
of the secret KPMG report.  

KPMG’s analysis was contained in a 
memorandum written by KPMG’s Dean 
Friedman. It was aimed at identifying 
the whistle-blower. So desperate was 
KPMG to find the source of Noseweek’s 
story, that the entire 16-strong investi-
gation team was to be submitted to lie- 
detector tests – at a cost of R350 a head 
(ex VAT). 

Point 10 of Friedman’s analysis deals 
with Noseweek’s assertion that Reserve 
Bank officials had met with KPMG’s 
investigators at the end of July: “Date 
is correct,” wrote Friedman, “but the 
curator was also at the meeting. Source 
is thus not well informed… and possibly 
was not at that meeting”.

Of course we knew John Louw was 
there, struggling as he was at the time 

to flog off Saambou’s assets, Noseweek 
declared in its very next issue. Who 
could forget his impassioned plea? 
“Give me another month, then you can 
do what you like with it,” he had begged 
those at the meeting.

Noseweek’s response to KPMG’s anal-
ysis: “Friedman reckoned (hoped?) that 
we did not know what was in KPMG’s 
report – a challenge to a game of strip 
poker if ever there was one!”  

So, Noseweek upped the ante: “If 
KPMG’s professional partners were so 
confident that Noseweek and others did 
not know what was in their report, and 
thought they could afford to support 
and actively cover up unprofessional 
and dishonest conduct by the bankers, 
let them continue to do so. 

“But here are the odds: if they are 
wrong, they risk being publicly humili-
ated, being stripped of their profes-
sional status and risk even being sued 
as co-conspirators to fraud.

“Remember, sirs, you are supposed 
to be auditors whose function it is to 
ensure that the public is told only the 
truth. ‘Strategy’ doesn’t come into it.” 

Prophetic words, it now transpires. 

From the (nose53) Letters page in 
February 2004: “The letter from 
Shelley-Anne Carreira of SARS’s 

corporate division (nose52) asking 
for Noseweek’s documents relating to 
SA Breweries’ Black Label tax fraud 
makes interesting reading. Did you 
know she’s the wife of KPMG 
Johannesburg’s senior partner, Richard 
Carreira?” (From “Anon”).

Editor’s response: “Almost as 
we were speaking, Finance Week 
published the following little item: 
“The US Justice department 
claims that accounting firm KPMG 

KPMG: A history  
up for audit
Glowing reports masked major unsavoury business
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impeded an internal revenue 
service probe by concealing the full 
extent of its involvement in devel-
oping and promoting tax shelters. 
The department filed a lawsuit 
against KPMG in July to force it to 
divulge tax-shelter information to 
the IRS.” 

Noseweek called KPMG to ask 
whether they have any relationship 
with SA Breweries. The switchboard put 
us through to the person at KPMG who 
deals with client lists. His reply: “We are 
not SAB’s auditors, but we do tax work 
for them, the occasional special internal 
investigation, and a bit of corporate 
finance consultancy.” Interesting!

Then a letter from Ms Carreira 
herself: “I refer to the ‘bundle of docu-
ments’ which you state [nose51] reveal 
‘a massive fraud perpetrated by SAB 
against the Receiver of Revenue’.

“I am requesting the above documen-
tation in terms of section 74A of the 
Income Tax Act, to verify the correctness 
thereof and to investigate any poten-
tial tax evasion. Section 4(2A) of the 
Act provides that you may not advise 
the taxpayer [SAB] – the subject of this 
request – that SARS has requested this 
information from yourselves. Should the 
requested information not be provided 
within 14 days, further legal recourse will 
be taken. [From] Shelley-Anne Carreira 
(for General Manager: Corporate Tax 
Centre) SARS, Randburg,”

Editor’s response: “There was no secret 
to the fact that we had the information 
concerning SAB – we had published it!

“For the record: 1. We don’t hold the 
original documents. They may more 
productively, and appropriately, be 
demanded from the directors of the 
taxpayer and its auditors and tax 
consultants. 2. We are not the author or 
the addressed recipient of the documents 
so we cannot verify or elaborate on them. 
3. Were we to make our copies available 
to you, and you were to confront SAB 
with them, you would more than likely 
assist them to identify our source. Under 
no circumstances would we expose our 
source to that risk.

“Finally, I am puzzled why you, specifi-
cally, are demanding our cooperation in 
the matter. I understand you deal only 
with SAB’s current tax assessments. 
The investigation of historical tax frauds 
is the responsibility of other divisions of 
the Revenue Service. 

“If this is correct, could you explain 

your interest?”
 Nothing further was heard from Ms 

Carreira.

In December 2015 the by-then ten-
year-old Leaderguard Spot Forex 
investment scam was back in the news 

(nose194). The liquidator of Leaderguard 
was planning to relaunch a court action 
against KPMG, the company’s auditors 
in Mauritius. 

The Leaderguard Spot Forex scam 
first surfaced in 2005. It saw 1,200 inves-
tors, many of whom were pensioners, 
stripped of their savings to the tune of 
$55 million – more than R760m today.

The battle to bring KPMG Mauritius 
to account had been long and gruel-
ling. KPMG wields enormous power 
in the Indian Ocean island, Noseweek 
noted. Over the years it had done its 
utmost to prevent the airing of evidence, 
suggesting that its senior partner there, 
Jean-Claude Liong, lied in order to fend 
off a massive damages claim. 

As one seasoned South African advo-
cate put it: “One doesn’t fully know 
what’s at play on that little island.”

Leaderguard’s liquidator José Thibaut 
launched his first case against KPMG in 
the Supreme Court of Mauritius in 2007. 
But it was withdrawn following a 2009 
court decision that a liquidator cannot 
sue the auditors of a company whose 
directors had dirty hands. 

Now, years later, Thibaut was 
returning to the Mauritian courts. 
Advocate Sydney Alberts from Durban 
would travel to the island “and ensure 

that the process is brought back  
on track”.  The new key witnesses  
against KPMG were to be two inde-
pendent brokers from Cape Town, Christo  
Malan and Michal Calitz.

In affidavits they quoted detailed 
assurances and safeguards that KPMG’s 
Jean-Claude Liong had given them 
when they visited KPMG Centre in Port 
Louis on 18 February 2003. 

In addition to KPMG’s auditing 
function, they said, Liong promised 
his firm would monitor and super-
vise Leaderguard’s Spot Forex trading 
activities. Liong’s assurances provided 
him with “a great deal of comfort”, said 
Malan, and he subsequently recom-
mended investments in Leaderguard to 
his clients. 

Liong denied having met “certain 
brokers” and/or having made any such 
representations, but Malan, whose 
Autus Fund Managers won a Raging 
Bull award in 2014, told Noseweek: “I’ve 
still got his original business card, my 
airline tickets, everything.”

But after this, a deafening silence and 
essentially, a news blackout for inves-
tors. In Mauritius, Thibaut refused their 
phone calls and, in Durban, Advocate 
Alberts’s phone played – and still plays 
– a recorded message: “Please will you 
send me an SMS as I do not listen to 
messages.” 

To this day the Leaderguard investors 
have not been made aware of the case’s 
demise, but a well-placed senior lawyer 
told Noseweek: “There was a summons 
issued, then it was withdrawn because 
at the time the presiding officer of the 
commercial court was a Chinese guy 
and the two primary shareholders of 
KPMG Mauritius are Chinese. It’s a 
small island. The concern was: where 
would the loyalties lie?”

Chief Justice when the Leaderguard 
summons was filed was Yeung Sik 
Yuen. KPMG Mauritius was estab-
lished in 1985 and for 25 years its 
managing partner was Wilfrid Koon 
Kam King, a powerful Sino-Mauritian 
and Freemason (member of the Lodge of 
Friendship No.1696). Jean-Claude Liong 
(aka Jean-Claude Liong Wee Kwong) 
was elevated to take the senior partner’s 
position in 2010. The appointment of 
Kheshoe Parsad Matadeen as the new 
Chief Justice from the beginning of 2014 
neutralised any possible danger of Sino-
Mauritian intrigue. Advocate Alberts 
urged Thibaut to relaunch Durban 

As one seasoned 
South African 

advocate put it: 
‘One doesn’t fully 

know what’s at 
play on that little 

island’
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Leaderguard investor Sergio Domiro’s 
test case in Port Louis.

But then Leaderguard investors 
received a puzzling communiqué from 
KPMG management in Mauritius. 
It referred to a September 4 meeting 
between Jean-Claude Liong, Trevor 
Hoole (senior partner and CEO of KPMG 
South Africa) and Roshi Bhadain, the 
Mauritian minister of financial services. 
It emerged from the communiqué that 
a week after this meeting, Minister 
Bhadain had announced in a live TV 
programme that at the meeting, KPMG 
(Liong) had agreed to pay fines and 
penalties relating to another contro-
versial financial fraud, the so-called 
“Bramer debacle”. 

This statement by the minister was 
untrue, declared KPMG’s communiqué. 
“KPMG did not commit or agree to any 
settlement or compensation at that 
meeting.” Surprising, considering that 
Minister Bhadain was a barrister and 
chartered accountant who returned 
to Mauritius in 2008 after a glittering 
career – with KPMG Forensic in London! 
There he led fraud risk management 
projects for blue chip clients. 

And, if KPMG Mauritius is respon-
sible for its own obligations and liabili-
ties, as tediously asserted by KPMG 
International’s deputy general counsel 
from Zug in Switzerland, what was 
Trevor Hoole, senior partner of KPMG 
South Africa, doing involving himself 
in Liong’s problem with the Bramer 
debacle? And what was his recollection 
of what was said at the meeting? 

Hoole is both the CEO of KPMG South 
Africa, and CEO of KPMG Africa Ltd, a 
separate legal entity incorporated in the 
distant Cayman Islands and comprising 
14 national practices across sub-

Saharan Africa, including Mauritius. 
The company’s literature states these 
are all sub-licensees of KPMG Africa, 
managed “from a client’s perspective” 
as one firm. (Doubtless, from KPMG’s 
perspective, when the paw-paw hits the 
fan, they are not.)

Leaderguard liquidator Thibaut; 
Liong, senior partner at KPMG 
Mauritius; Bhadain, Mauritian Minis- 
ter of Financial Services; and Hoole, 
senior partner KPMG SA all failed to 
respond to Noseweek’s written questions.

Editorial (nose201) of July 2016: 
“Justice Malala’s choice of ‘Loser of 
the Week’ in his weekly TV show on 

eNCA, broadcast on 13 June this year, 
was SARS boss – and Pravin Gordhan’s 
bête noir – Tom Moyane.

There are no doubt many reasons 
why Moyane might aspire to this acco-
lade, but the one that moved Malala to 
despair was the fact that he had agreed 
to SARS’s paying auditors KPMG  
R23 million for a short and totally 
useless report on the so-called “rogue” 
spy unit. No slander here: KPMG had, 
themselves, certified it useless and not 
for publication. (It was published and 
used by SARS to justify the firing of 
Gordhan’s leadership team at SARS.)

Look at their past record and you will 
see KPMG’s SARS forensic report – that 
challenge to sanity – was just business 
as usual. But what (that we don’t know 
about) justified a R23m fee? Were there 
gold coins stuck to each page, as Malala 
facetiously suggested? If KPMG can get 
away with that, they can get away with 
anything. 

(More recent events suggest they  
might not.) 

Investec and its auditors “contrive an 
AGM that isn’t really, to approve a 
clutch of annual accounts that also 

aren’t really,” read the story blurb in the 
July issue of Noseweek (nose213). 

On 10 June 2017 JCI held what it 
called its “Annual General Meeting”. 
Accompanying the notice of the meeting 
was a document titled “Group Financial 
Statements for the periods ended 31 
March 2013, 30 June 2014, 30 June 2015 
and 30 June 2016. Prepared by Guy 
Patron (JCI Group Accountant)”.

These “Group Financial Statements” 
were not prepared according to 
International Financial Reporting 
Standards (IFRS) or in accordance with 

the Companies Act. The document did 
not contain a Statement of Financial 
Position or a Statement of Comp- 
rehensive Income, as required. 

Instead it contained what it called 
“a Group Statement of Net Assets”. 
To help sustain the illusion of compli-
ance, the ever-loyal KPMG provided an 
“Independent Auditor’s Report” stating 
that the “Group Financial Statements” 
had been prepared in accordance with 
“the basis of preparation”, a meaning-
less phrase. In the smallprint, JCI’s 
directors took the precaution of inserting 
the following disclaimer: “…the finan-
cial position, results of operations and 
cashflows of the Group may materially 
differ from those presented [here], had 
the financial statements been prepared 
in accordance with IFRS and require-
ments of the Companies Act”. 

The JCI “AGM” story was the culmina-
tion of a long series of Noseweek reports 
over the past ten years which cumula-
tively raised the question: “Has KPMG 
been captured by Investec?” And is it 
the auditors’ attitude that: “conflicts of 
interest be damned – anything for more 
fees!”?

In October 2005, when Investec 
contrived to take control of arch-fraud-
ster/corruptor Brett Kebble’s empire, 
the bank appointed  its own auditors, 
KPMG, as external auditors of both JCI 
and Randgold & Exploration Company 
(Randgold) – two of the three pillars 
of the Kebble empire. (The third being 
Western Areas, already a long-standing 
KPMG audit client.) 

The bankers had gained control of the 
perpetrator, the victim and the ultimate 
beneficiaries of the biggest commercial 
theft and fraud perpetrated in South 
African history.

 KPMG rashly accepted these appoint-
ments, despite the obvious multiple 
conflicts of interest involved, just two 
months after Kebble was ousted by 
Investec, who then took control through 
deft board appointments at both JCI 
and Randgold and by pledging all the 
empire’s assets to itself, against an 
already amply secured loan. 

Randgold was a public company listed 
on both the NASDAQ and JSE, and had 
no overt connection to Investec.

Also in October 2005, the boards of 
JCI and Randgold launched separate 
forensic investigations aimed at estab-
lishing the true state of their affairs. 
KPMG Services was appointed as the 

Trevor Hoole
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forensic accountant to JCI and forensic 
audit firm JLMC was appointed to 
conduct a forensic audit at Randgold. 

The scope of JLMC’s investigation 
into Randgold’s affairs was severely 
restricted to a limited series of trans-
actions. Its investigation, completed in 
March 2006, nevertheless confirmed 
that Kebble, the controlling mind of 
both JCI and Randgold, had engineered 
a massive looting of Randgold’s listed 
investments, valued at the time at 
approximately R1.9 billion.

Thereafter KPMG Services, in May 
2006, not only participated (with Peter 
Gray, the Investec-appointed CEO of 
both the victim and the thief and previ-
ously Kebble’s stockbroker) in reporting 
the Kebble crimes to the Scorpions, but, 
amazingly, also accepted the appoint-
ment as investigator for the Scorpions. 
Clearly the fact that KPMG was the 
forensic accountant and auditor for the 
thief and for one of the major benefi-
ciaries of the crime (Investec) was with-
held from the Scorpions, as no regard 
was had to KPMG’s blatant conflict of 
interest.

Kebble’s looting resulted in a claim 
being formulated in June 2006 by 
Randgold against JCI for R5.9bn on the 
condictio furtiva basis (an action arising 
from theft). 

Included in the claim against JCI 
was the theft of 5.46 million Randgold 
Resources shares that JCI had stolen 
from Randgold using a fictitious scrip- 
lending agreement. JCI then raised 
R270m from Investec Bank UK (IBUK) 
in 2004 by “lending” these stolen shares 
to IBUK. This was nothing more than a 
collaterised loan by IBUK to the cash-
starved JCI, disguised as an onerous 
scrip-lending agreement in favour 
of IBUK (fully explained in previous 
issues).

By accepting the appointment as audi-
tors to Randgold, KPMG had walked 
into a hornet’s nest. 

By March 2006 KPMG Services and 
forensic accountants JLMC, were both 
fully aware of the extent of the debili-
tating theft of Randgold’s listed port-
folio, including the Randgold Resources 
shares. So, too, were KPMG as the audi-
tors to both the thief, the victim and the 
ultimate main beneficiaries of the theft 
proceeds, Western Areas and Investec.   
And those beneficiaries were both 
clearly determined not to have to return 
the loot. When it came to advising the 

Scorpions, whose interests, dear reader, 
was KPMG most likely to protect? 

The Investec loan had yet to run its 
course and the “borrowed” Randgold 
Resources shares were still there to be 
retrieved by the true owner (Randgold). 

But the (Investec-controlled) JCI and 
Randgold boards failed to put in place 
a strategy to recover the stolen 5.46m 
Randgold Resources shares “lent” to 
Investec Bank (UK); the latter, as a 
consequence, was allowed to seize the 
shares and sell them very profitably for 
its own account. Randgold was the loser. 
Investec once again scored big-time. 

The loan, it soon became clear, had 
been a massive money-laundering 
scheme, yet KPMG somehow failed to 
pick this up despite the materiality of 
the transaction.

In August 2008, more than two 
years after the JLMC forensic report 
was completed, Randgold issued 
summonses against i.a. Investec and 
Western Areas (both recipients of part 
of the proceeds of the thefts). But no 
summons was ever served on JCI, 
the thief. Randgold’s auditors were  
evidently asleep at the wheel.

On 27 November 2009 Randgold 
published unaudited, disclaimed, con- 
solidated annual financial statements 
for the years ended 31 December 2004, 
2005 and 2006. Does KPMG actually 
believe this format relieved them of 
any obligation to report the theft of 
Randgold’s listed investments as an 
irregularity? KPMG simply went AWOL 
until 27 November 2009!

Here are just some of the questions 
that arise:

1. Why did KPMG fail to insist that 
Randgold immediately recognise the 
basic formulated claim in its books?

2. Why did KPMG fail to insist that 
JCI immediately recognise the basic 
claim made by Randgold?

3. Why did KPMG favour JCI (an 
audit client) over Randgold (another 
audit client)? 

4. Why did KPMG fail to report, in 
2006, the reportable irregularities in the 
theft of Randgold’s listed investments 
to the Independent Regulatory Board 
for Auditors (IRBA) and simultaneously 
report as reportable irregularities the 
theft of such investments by its audit 
client, JCI? 

5. Why did KPMG not insist that 
JCI comply with the Companies Act 
by publishing annual financial state-
ments  in accordance with International 
Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS)?

6. Why did it take several years before 
KPMG reported the late publication by 
JCI of its annual financial statements? 

7. Why does KPMG continue to con-
sent to JCI’s non-compliance and not 
report it to IRBA as an irregularity? 

8. Is KPMG complicit in aiding and 
abetting JCI to withhold key informa-
tion from its shareholders? 

9. Why did KPMG not resign as audi-
tors of Randgold (the victim) when it 
became clear in March 2006 (both from 
an audit and forensic perspective) that 
Randgold had been plundered by its 
audit client, JCI (the thief)? 

10. Why did the forensic division of 
KPMG accept appointment as forensic 
accountants to both the NPA and the 
JSE, in the face of its serious conflicts 
of interest as auditors of Randgold (the 
victim), JCI (the perpetrator), Western 
Areas and Investec (major benefi-
ciaries)?

11. Why does KPMG continue as audi-
tors of JCI, a clearly corrupt company? 

12. Should KPMG have demanded 
that Investec, whose bank has had 
KPMG as its auditor for the past 41 
years, consolidate JCI and Randgold 
in its books as, having stepped in and 
reconstituted both boards, it clearly was 
in control of both companies?

Is this a case of greed for fees at the 
cost of a defenceless and emasculated 
audit client, Randgold? Or is the reason 
far more sinister, such as protecting 
JCI from being liquidated because 
this would have been a-too-ghastly-to-
contemplate outcome for Investec? n

Is it greed for fees 
at the cost of a 

defenceless and 
emasculated audit 
client, Randgold? 

Or is the reason far 
more sinister?
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WEN SOUTH AFRICANS TOOK TO 
the streets on 7 April 
to try to force Jacob 
Zuma to stand down as 
President, ANC MP Dr 

Makhosi Busisiwe Khoza was on 
her way to Pietermaritzburg to  
visit her mother.

“I drove into Mkondeni and saw this 
march. It was as big as the march in 
the ’80s when the former England 
cricketer Mike Gatting came to play in 
Pietermarizburg. There were priests 
and other members of civil society; 
it was completely multi-racial. What 
really struck me was that they were all 
holding the South African flag.

“I thought, we’ve always talked 
about a rainbow nation and here, quite 
clearly, is an issue which is uniting all 
these people; right here are the people 
I fought for, black and white. It was the 
flag that really got to me. Apart from 
the World Cup, which was all about 
celebration, I hadn’t seen the South 
African flag being flown like that 
behind a specific issue.

“I told myself, ‘You are guilty of 
betraying these people by constantly 
voting for an amoral man’. I didn’t go 
to my mother. I turned and drove back 
home to Hillcrest. I was in tears.

“It was as if desperate South Africans 
were speaking to me directly,” Khoza 
told Noseweek in an interview.

That weekend, Khoza was at home 
reading the Sunday newspapers. ANC 
minister Nomvula Mokonyane was 
cited defending Zuma’s cabinet shuffle 
at a rally, saying glibly that “if the 
rand falls, we’ll pick it up”; Zuma’s son, 

Edward was quoted as saying cheerily 
that ratings agencies S&P and Fitch 
‘did us a favour, really’ in downgrading 
the country to junk. There were other 
ANC comments about the civil society 
protests being racist and [pushing] an 
agenda of white monopoly capital.

That Sunday night, Khoza took 
to Facebook to post her now-famous 
article, “Leadership injudiciousness” in 
the ANC. 

The rest is history. Since then 
Makhosi Khoza repeatedly called for 
Zuma to stand down and for a secret 
ballot in the no-confidence debate 
against him. 

She has received repeated death 
threats, including a daily count-down 
to her termination. Both her children, 
too, have been receiving death threats. 

Khoza has been “charged” by the ANC 
in KZN with ill-discipline and defying 
the organisation. But she hasn’t stopped 
speaking out against state capture and 
corruption, whether on Facebook, at 
public events or in committee meetings 
at Parliament, where she chairs the 
standing committee on Public Service 
and Administration.

This is not the first time Khoza has 
clashed with her party on issues of 
principle. In the interview, which took 
place in Noseweek’s offices while two 
private protectors waited outside, it 
emerged that she has stood up to the 
leadership and banged heads with 
comrades on a number of occasions.

The Pietermaritzburg-born Khoza, 
who remembers being active in poli-
tics from the age of 12 in the turbulent 
1980s, once found herself at logger-

heads with fellow ANC members  
over the necklacing of an IFP member. 

“It was in 1986,” Khoza said. “I’d 
just got out of a taxi in a place called 
Moscow in Edendale when I saw a 
crowd of comrades cheering around a 
burning fire. It was during the time 
of necklacing. A young IFP girl was 
burning. I started screaming, and 
ran into a woman’s house, grabbed a 
blanket without asking and put it over 
this girl. I actually put out the fire 
myself, but she died from the burns 
a few days later. The comrades were 
very angry with me, saying, ‘No, this 
is Inkatha’ and threatened to kill me. I 
told them to go ahead. I mean, this was 
not what we were fighting for.”

She remembers clearly how some of 
her senior leaders looked on as this was 
happening. “To me, that was a turning 
point in relation to speaking truth to 
power.”

Another turning point for her was 
when she was working for a senior 
ANC leader (whom she does not name) 
in the 1990s. 

“A group of young men from Ashdown 
arrived in the office for a meeting with 
him and I was taking notes as the 
PA. They were complaining about the 
leader of the Ashdown youth organi-
sation – saying he was stopping them 
from attacking the IFP –  and this 
leader then said to these young men, 
‘Suppose you are driving a car and 
there’s a big log in front of you. What 
do you do?’. The young guys said, ‘We 
remove the log,’ and then this leader 
said, ‘Well, you have your answer,’ and 
they left. At three o’clock that same 

The lady’s not  
for turning
Makhosi Khoza, the ANC MP who is fed up with the Zuma 
regime’s shenanigans, speaks to Noseweek.  By Sue Segar
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day, the young man, Sipho Moloko, 
was dead. “When the news came I was 
with this leader. I went hysterical and 
blamed him. I said, ‘You killed him. 
How could you have said those things 
to the youth?’ We had a big argument.

“In that same week, I experienced 
four murders and because I’d spoken 
out against the killing, I was also threat-
ened. I was on my way to a meeting, 
and a comrade called me, hysterically, 
and said, ‘Don’t come... They’re waiting 
for you in Boom Street,’ which was 
close to where I was living.

“I couldn’t take it anymore. There 
was too much spilling of blood and I’d 
lost so many comrades. It wasn’t just 
IFP people killing; it was comrades 
killing comrades. Somebody was even 
killed in the leader’s bathroom. That’s 
when I secretly applied for a UN schol-
arship. I had seen in the paper they 
were recruiting young South Africans 
to study in Zimbabwe. I didn’t even 
resign. I simply left for Zimbabwe.”

Khoza doesn’t want to reveal the 
leader’s name because: “I learnt so 
many good things from him. He was a 
great orator and an environmentalist 
ahead of his time.”

Khoza only returned to KZN two 
years later and started studying at the 
University of Natal in 1993, where she 
completed a BA in Economic History 
and History, before completing her MA 
in 1996.  She later earned a PhD in 
Administration from the University of    
Zululand.

While still at university, aged 26 
and pregnant with her son, her second 
child, she was elected deputy mayor of 
Pietermaritzburg. In that capacity she 
was in charge of managing the munic-
ipal finances, and made her mark in 
her zero tolerance for corruption.

Another turning point for Khoza was 
when she started working as CEO of 
the South African Local Government 
Association (Salga) in 2003. There she 
discovered that there were 79 pension 
funds for 260,000 employees in local 
government. “This was completely 
excessive. It didn’t make sense, paying 
all these board members, principal 
officers and different fund managers. 
It was depleting the investment of the 
workers. I wanted to amalgamate the 
funds but many in the Salga leader-
ship were very unhappy with what I 
was doing.”

When she finally got buy-in for an 
amalgamated fund, she was asked by 
“someone in the Salga leadership” to 
appoint a new pension fund adminis-
trator – irregularly – “in a manner not 
consistent with tender specifications 
and who did not meet the criteria”. At 
the time the value of the collective fund 
was R248 billion.

Although she parted ways with Salga 
over this issue, she has since been cred-
ited with turning the organisation 
around.

“That was the first time I started 
seeing corruption creeping into local 
government. I said to them, ‘It is clear 
I’m not able to implement this decision 
because if anything goes wrong, I am 
the accounting officer’, so I tendered 
my resignation. I did not leave nicely  
– we had a very strong dispute.” 

To this day Salga still operates 
multiple funds. 

The next time Khoza recalls having 
had to stand her ground was in 
2009  while she was a Member of the 

It wasn’t just IFP 
people killing; 

it was comrades 
killing comrades. 

Somebody was even 
killed in the leader’s 

bathroom

Dr Makhosi Khoza
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Provincial Legislature (MPL) and 
chair of the KZN Standing Committee 
on Public Accounts (Scopa). She found 
herself at loggerheads with the ANC’s 
Provincial Executive Committee.

“It started getting serious in about 
2010/2011. We had over-spent by more 
than R5bn as a province. I feared the 
National Treasury would take over the 
administration of the province in terms 
of section 139 of the Constitution.

“I was also serving on the Finance 
committee and some MECs weren’t 
very happy with me because I was very 
strict on their spending. That is signifi-
cant because of what then happened: 
at the time I was working as the ANC 
spokesperson in KZN and I was on the 
ANC’s Provincial Executive Committee 
in KZN, as well as chairing Scopa. I 
was also a member of the Provincial 
Working Committee that met on a daily 
basis. I was already known as a person 
who was anti-corruption because of my 
previous role as mayor.

“We were campaigning for the 2011 
local government elections and people 
were telling me the city had collapsed 
because of corruption. They were citing 
certain members who were in the exec-
utive in that municipality.

“I then took a report to the Provincial 
Executive Committee (PEC) and 
said if we want to win the election in 
Pietermaritzburg, we need to recall the 
leadership there because of corruption. 
So we did that as the PEC before the 
elections. Then, after the elections, the 
executive said they wanted to appoint 
Alpha Shelembe, one of the people 
implicated in the collapse of the munic-
ipality, and who we had recalled before 
the elections. They were now even 
promoting him as a possible deputy 
mayor of the city.

“I objected to that in the PEC 
meeting. I said, ‘we have to have strong 
principles; the voters will feel betrayed 
– we told them to vote for us because 
we were dealing with corruption and 
had removed the people implicated 
in corruption and the collapse of the 
municipality’. I told them ‘we can’t go 
back to these people and tell them the 
person we had removed would now be 
leading them’.

“I was defeated in that meeting – and 
this is very important because when 
people say, ‘Go to the structures, don’t 
speak to the public,’ they fail to under-
stand the dynamics there.

“Then I went to (provincial) parlia-
ment – wearing my Scopa hat as chair 
of Scopa and deviating from the lead-
ership collective. I instructed Alpha 
Shelembe to resign within 24 hours – 
and he did so. The leadership was very 
unhappy with me. I was going to pay 
dearly for that. 

“I was removed, voted out as a 
member of the PEC and the PWC and 
as spokesperson for the ANC.”

Next thing she knew, Khoza found 
herself being “upwardly demoted”, 
a phenomenon which is quite well 
known in the ANC. “I was demoted, but 
to a position that looked as though it 
was higher than the position of chair 
of Scopa: I was made the chief whip at 
parliament in KZN. The role of chief 
whip in the provinces is very different 
to that at national level. It is more of 
a prefect position. I was very unhappy, 
because I’m an action-oriented person.”

It was when she was working as 
chief whip, in 2012, that she applied 
and was shortlisted for the job of City 
Manager of eThekwini (Durban), to 
replace incumbent Mike Sutcliffe. 

“There were three of us on the final 
shortlist. I was the only female, the 
only one with a PhD and the only 
one with extensive experience in local 
government. I had been in the mayoral 
position, in Exco, in Salga and I had 
experience in drafting legislation.

“As soon as I applied, I started 

receiving threatening calls, telling 
me to withdraw from the race, other-
wise they would kill me. The reason 
was that I was going to close taps in 
eThekwini Municipality. They wanted 
me to pull out because it was going to 
be difficult for the panel to exclude me. 
They were worried that even the oppo-
sition would say ‘This is the person we 
want’. For me it was not about getting 
the blessings of the ANC leadership for 
this top position. I was the most quali-
fied of the three on the shortlist.”

On the day Khoza was meant to go 
for her final interview for the job, her 
property in upmarket Hillcrest was 
invaded. “It was a land invasion, people 
were bused in. I was literally about to 
leave my home for a 2pm interview 
when suddenly I had all these informal 
settlers on my land. 

“It was terrible! I run a B&B on 
my property. People were up in arms, 
saying, ‘Dr Khoza, this will devalue 
our neighbourhood’. It created a frenzy. 
The worst thing was that the ANC 
kept completely quiet. They offered no 
support, or condemnation of the land 
invasion, yet I was still their chief 
whip!”

At the time, her daughter was 
writing matric and her son was still at 
school. They also received threatening 
calls.

On the day Khoza went to court to 
stop the invasion of her land, KZN 
Legislature Speaker Peggy Nkonyeni 
and Economic Development MEC Mike 
Mabuyakhulu were appearing in court 
in connection with the “Amigos’ case” 
linking the pair to fraud and racket-
eering charges in a R144m water puri-
fication procurement scandal in the 
province.

“Our cases happened to be in court on 
the same day. The entire leadership of 
the ANC in KZN was there to support 
Nkonyeni and Mabuyakhulu. I didn’t 
want my children to be exposed to my 
trial and I went to court alone, facing a 
whole lot of community members who 
had invaded my land. But then some-
thing miraculous happened. 

“We sometimes think ordinary people 
can’t comprehend sense and logic, but 
that’s wrong. I stood up in court and 
started addressing the land invaders 
directly. I gave them the proof of owner-
ship of the property. I said,  ‘Listen I am 
here, a single woman, alone, and I have 
to defend myself against you. I am 

‘I instructed Alpha 
Shelembe to resign 

within 24 hours 
– and he did. The 

leadership was very 
unhappy with me. 
I was going to pay 

dearly for that’
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fighting against the people who don’t 
want you to live the quality of life you 
deserve, people who commit corrupt 
activities’. I told them they’d been 
misled about my land. All of a sudden 
the tide turned and the people became 
angry that they’d been misled and 
used. They went back to my house and 
cleaned up the entire informal settle-
ment. They apologised to me. I got the 
court order – of 30 years – to prevent 
them from going on my land, but it was 
just a formality.”

Nothing came of her job possibility 
that was so neatly scuppered by the 
“invasion”. 

After that experience, Khoza 
resigned from politics and went to 
Johannesburg to become group CEO of 
Akani Pension Fund Administrators, 
before moving back to Durban as MD of 
Msinsi Holdings, the holding company 
for Umgeni Water.

“I had thought, ‘Now that I’m out of 
politics, I can focus on my writing’. But 
the branches of the ANC elected me in 
absentia to come back to politics, which 
is how I returned to Parliament in 2014 
as an MP.”

South Africa’s biggest problem, said 
Khoza, is that “we have allowed the rot 
to sink in too much”.

The Nkandla saga incensed her from 
the outset. “You try to reason with 
comrades but you find you’re fighting 
against the tide. Remember how Zuma 
dispenses his patronage.

“There were some of us who kept 
saying internally, ‘Comrades this 

thing is really destroying the repu-
tation of the ANC,’ but each time the 
leadership collective would say that we 
must go to Parliament and defend it. 
We were never given an opportunity to 
say what we thought. It was a top-down 
approach. So we defended it; then the 
people sitting in the committee were 
so embarrassed when Zuma suddenly 
came back and said he’s paying the 
money back.

“I had voted for that man seven times 
during the votes of no confidence. It 
was painful, as he does not represent 
my value system. I followed ANC direc-
tives as a disciplined loyal cadre – until 
I saw those people marching on April 
7.”

When Cyril Ramaphosa, Zweli 
Mkhize and Gwede Mantashe 
distanced themselves from Zuma’s 
decision to get rid of Finance Minister 
Pravin Gordhan in the infamous 
Cabinet reshuffle in March, Khoza 
balked again: “I said, hang on a second, 
democratic centralism is no longer 
there. We are now actually run by a 
kleptocracy. We are now in dictator-
ship. You’re talking about the deputy 
president, the treasurer and the secre-
tary-general of the organisation. If 
those three key people are saying we 
do not know about or support this deci-
sion, then who has taken this decision? 
That was a critical turning point. It 
screamed kleptocracy.

“Remember when we were operating 
underground, we had one common 
enemy, an illegitimate government, 

so all our energy was focused on this 
illegitimate government. Our direc-
tives came from the leadership. 
Underground, we operated like the 
military, through directives. Suddenly 
it occurred to me, the ANC is still 
using the underground language. We 
have not transitioned to constitutional 
democracy, where the government is 
for the people and of the people.”

When she wrote her now-famous 
“Leadership injudiciousness” article, 
she  was “really sharing my internal 
pain about confronting the truth; that, 
as a liberation movement, we no longer 
have the same mission”.

Despite having lived in deep poverty, 
for Khoza’s family, integrity was always 
emphasised. Church played a big role 
in her childhood – “the main preachings 
in our church were about Stephen, who 
died for his beliefs”. Also influential in 
her life was Khoza’s paternal grand-
mother. “She would talk to me about 
the Kingdom of Kush, the first civili-
sation in Africa. She told me stories of 
how we originated in North Africa and 
ended up in KwaZulu-Natal. I used to 
ask her, ‘If the African people were once 
glorious, how come we are no longer 
glorious?’ and she’d say that leaders 
had become very corrupt. It was only 
years later, when I started reading the 
work of (14th Century North African 
historian) Ibn Khaldun, especially his 
book Muqaddimah, that I realised how 
right she was and how much I learnt 
from her. 

“I realised that part of the reason 
we are no longer great as abantu 
generally was really around moral 
and ethical issues. Yes, colonialism 
came, and defeated us, but we must 
remember that we also took part in  
the slave trade. It wouldn’t have 
happened without some people within 
allowing it.”

Khoza has a 25-year-old daughter, 
Zama, and a son Mlando, aged 20, who 
are both studying in KZN. “Being a 
widow since I was 28 made me much 
closer to my kids. There’s nothing we 
don’t talk about.” Her biggest concern 
is the effect on her children of the 
constant death threats to her family.

Khoza married uMkhonto we Sizwe 
Major Ntela Richard Skosana, who was 
head of military intelligence in KZN in 
the early 1990s. He died, quite mysteri-
ously, of blood poisoning in 1998. 

“We never got a report, I tried to 

Khoza with her father and grandfather at Harewood in 1987
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investigate, but stopped because all 
sorts of strange things happened – as 
they do in military intelligence. It was 
a traumatic time.”

Where does Makhosi Khoza see her 
future?

“I am not going to leave politics. 
That’s all I can tell you. I’m tired of 
black leadership being synonomous 
with corruption and incompetence, 
and I’m tired of black leadership being 
synonymous with not understanding 
how a small open economy operates in 
a global macro-economic context.

“If the ANC fires me, I am going 
nowhere. I’m going to be in politics. I 
won’t join the EFF as I don’t believe 
in their policies. (I was socialised in 
communism but I am not a communist 
because every communist economy has 
to be saved by a capitalist economy 
when it gets into crisis); there’s no way 
I’d join the DA, which has positioned 
itself as a defender of minority inter-
ests; and I can’t join Cope or the UDM 
because they are established around 
personalities. I want principles.”

 Does Khoza believe the ANC will 
self-correct?

“We have this thing I call ‘liberation 
struggle syndrome’; this belief that the 
ANC will self-correct, but it will never 
happen. We have completely lost it as 
the ANC. We have become more of an 
Africanist party. I want that non-racial 
character back.”

Khoza receives support wherever she 
goes: “It’s overwhelming. I take selfies 
every day! It’s humbling to know that 
what I stand for resonates with ordi-
nary South Africans. A white Afrikaans 
man handed me a handwritten note on 
a flight recently, saying he and his wife 
pray for me every day, that they see me 
as the hope.”

What does Khoza want from life now?
“I want to be significant. The only 

way I can measure significance is if I 
bring significant changes to the lives 
of South Africans and Africans on the 
continent. That’s what drives me. I’m 
busy studying for my second Master’s 
(in Finance, through the University 
of London), but with all the recent 
upheavals I’m not sure I’ll finish in 
time. And I want to write. My kids are 
nearly done with their studies and soon 
they’ll be able to carry themselves. Now 
I want to give back to society.” 

Khoza’s favourite book, apart from 
The Celestine Prophecy (a 1993 novel by  

 
James Redfield discussing psycholog-
ical and spiritual ideas) is Exponential 
Organizations by Salim Ismail, about 
how change has disrupted everything. 
“It is a mind-blowing game-changer 
that has fuelled my desire to contribute 
to re-engineering South Africa for the 
digital and information age.”

Her heroes are Nelson Mandela (“I 
conferred the first-ever Freedom of the 
City on him, in Pietermaritzburg, when 
I was deputy mayor, because that’s 
where he was arrested) and US author 
Maya Angelou (“She was my every-
thing. When she died, all my friends 
and comrades sent condolences. They 
all knew that it was like losing my own 
mother. I love that poem she wrote on 
phenomenal women. I wish I had met 
her”). Then there’s Chief King Shaka’s 
aunt, Mkabayi Kajama. (“She chal-
lenged men, she performed an oversight 
function. She put the nation first.”) And 
Miriam Makeba, “Who represents resil-
ience and consistency – I love the fact 
that she even died on the job” – aged 
76, she suffered a heart attack and died 
after a performance in Italy.

What is Khoza’s prognosis on 
President Jacob Zuma?

“He has very poor moral reflective 
capacity. His behaviour has always 
given me pain as a feminist. In fact, 
before Polokwane in 2007, I was very 
against him. Senzo (Mchunu) and I 
sent Zweli Mkhize and Willies Mchunu 
to go and speak to him when he was 
going around marrying women like it 

was going out of fashion. They came 
back to the PEC and said they couldn’t 
do it. But I think that, when you’ve 
been operating in the dangerous under-
ground environment as he was, you’re 
not properly socialised into moral and 
ethical value systems.

“Also, having grown up in rural areas 
and having seen how the amakhosi 
(kings) live, getting to this position as 
President somehow elevated him to the 
level of royalty he always dreamed of. 
Look at the parallels with King Mswati 
and King Zwelethini – it’s all these 
beautiful women as your wives, even 
if you’re too busy to satisfy all of them; 
you have a sense of entitlement. 

“And there’s the genealogy aspect. 
This king theory is supported by the 
fact that he appoints his own wife 
as his successor. It’s all kept in the 
family. Look how his son Duduzane is 
involved in appointing ministers. It’s 
the mentality of the king, it’s all about, 
‘Son, sit here. Who should we appoint?’

“But there’s something else we have 
not addressed as a liberation move-
ment in South Africa and Africa – and 
I say this with respect: to move a man 
from extreme deprivation where the 
system says you are nothing – which is 
what colonialism and apartheid did to 
us – to a position where suddenly you 
are somebody, means that you natu-
rally want everybody to see that you 
are no longer that deprived person; 
that you are now powerful. I do think 
this sickness exists.” 

When the day of the no-confidence 
vote dawned, Khoza thought the motion 
would go down in history as a day 
where the ANC’s moral pulse had been 
“all but extinguished”. But, coming out 
of the vote, she believes “the pulse was 
still there”.

Since then, she has been more 
outspoken than ever on public plat-
forms and in the social media. The 
efforts at discrediting her continue too. 
A week-or-so ago, she said, a few police 
officers arrived at her KZN home and 
asked her son whether he knew that 
his mother had killed his father. 

“He said to them, “I thought my dad 
died at M1 hospital, so how could my 
mother have done this?

“This is just the work of a desperate 
somebody… there is nothing they 
haven’t said. I am unaffected. It is  
more important than ever now to 
soldier on.” n

Makhosi Khoza with Winnie Mandela at 
Women’s Peace March in 1990

Picture: Aaron M
azel
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DR MAKHOSI BUSISIWE KHOZA 
was born in December 1969 
in Harewood, near Eden-
dale in Pietermaritzburg, to 
Johannes Khoza, a factory 

worker, and Ntombi Nkosi Khoza, a 
stay-at-home mother.

She became involved in politics while 
still at primary school and ended up 
going to seven different high schools 
and having to leave home because of 
her political activities in the turbulent 
1980s in KZN.

“I was a questioner from day one. 
When the history teacher glorified 
Jan van Riebeeck, I asked questions 
nobody wanted to answer, like, ‘Why is 
Jesus white and Satan black?’”

The family was so poor, Khoza 
recalls, that she wore shoes for the 
first time only when she was well into 
high school. 

She was seven when her father was 
retrenched and, as a born entrepre-
neur, she helped to generate an income 
for the household. “I sold fried fish, 
standing on a bench because I was too 
short for the table with the primus 
stove. I sold sweets at school, and 
fetched water for people in the area. 

“I loved singing, acting, drum major-
ettes and debating.  I sucked at sports, 
but never missed a sports match – 
that’s where I sold my fish, sweets and 
popcorn. I was very profit-driven!”

In the city she saw white kids with 
shoes on, riding bikes. “I found it fasci-
nating. I’d thought it was normal to 
live in a mud house with no running 
water and to walk barefoot to school 
across a river. I wanted to understand 
why they had nicer lives.”

Before she’d even reached high 
school, Khoza was reading ANC publi-
cations and attending youth meetings 
and was involved in establishing the 
Edendale Youth Organisation, which 
was affiliated to the UDF.

“I was a child of the 1980s, ques-
tioning everything and getting 
involved in student politics, especially 
the boycotts of the imposed council-

lors in the townships who were very 
oppressive to us. At the time there 
was a great deal of political intoler-
ance in KZN. Many of my friends 
were killed and my parents’ house in 
Harewood was burned down, and then, 
again, when they moved to Imbali. It 
was there she met her mentors and 
“second parents”, Aron Mazel and 
Anne Macdonald. 

“I was 15 and no longer living at home 
and I went to Pacsa (Pietermaritzburg 
Agency for Community Social Action) 
for help. I’d been living with a lot of 
different comrades – Indian, white, 
coloured, whatever, I was everybody’s 
child, also to Yunus Carrim and Nalini 
Naidoo. They decided I needed a more 
permanent place. So I went to live with 
Aron and Anne in Oxford Road, off 
Boom Street. Aron was working for the 
Natal Museum and Anne was a high 
school teacher. They were young, but 
chose to share their limited resources 
with me so I could have a future.

“From them I learnt how important 
it is to teach a person how to fish. Anne 
taught me to sew, which enabled me 
to make and sell bags, and Aron (now 
Professor of Archaeology at Newcastle 
University) took me on excavations in 
the Drakensberg. I’d help him do the 
sorting. Every bit of money I had was 
money I’d earned.”

Khoza eventually wrote matric at 
the Turrett Correspondent College 
in Cape Town in 1987 but, because of 
her turbulent schooling, did not get 
an exemption. “I got H for history – 
because we were given an essay to 
write about Jan Smuts and I was crit-
ical of him, saying how dare he estab-
lish peace structures for the world 
when his own country was at war.

“I remember Aron saying to me, 
‘Makhosi I know you love to push 
your ideas across but you must write 
according to what you were taught’.”

Because of her poor matric marks 
Khoza attended Khanya College in 
Observatory, Cape Town, a pre-univer-
sity college, in 1988. There she thrived.

In 1990, she was about to enrol at 
university when she got a call from 
KZN ANC leader Harry Gwala. “The 
ANC had just been unbanned and 
he asked me to help establish the 
first ‘legal’ ANC office in the country, 
in Pietermaritzburg. She ran the 
Women’s and Youth desks there before 
taking up a scholarship to study in 
Zimbabwe.

While still at university, aged 26 
and pregnant with her son, her second 
child, she became the deputy mayor 
of Pietermaritzburg. After that she 
was head-hunted by Standard Bank 
as head of Public Sector Finance in 
Johannesburg. She stayed with the 
bank for three years.

Khoza was then recruited as the 
CEO of the KZN local government 
association. There she set up an 
academy of local government which 
trained mayors and other councillors. 
Four years later she was appointed 
CEO of Salga in late 2003.

At the Polokwane Conference in 
December 2007, she wrote Jacob 
Zuma’s much-acclaimed acceptance 
speech – reconciling himself with 
Thabo Mbeki. “I don’t think he even 
knows I wrote it!”

In the 2009 elections, Khoza was 
elected as an MPL and became the 
chair of the provincial Standing 
Committee on Public Accounts.

In 2012, she resigned from poli-
tics – but returned in 2014, when 
she was elected, in absentia, to the 
National Assembly as an MP. She 
chaired the process of appointing the 
new Public Protector and she drilled 
Communications Minister Faith 
Muthambi during the inquiry into the 
SABC. 

As chair of the Public Service and 
Administration committee – if she still 
holds that position – she is due to give 
Muthambi a second grilling for having 
flown 30 members of her family and 
friends to Cape Town for Parliament’s 
Budget votes – at a cost of more than 
R300,000. n

A feisty daughter of  
turbulence 
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TO PUT IT BLUNTLY, THE ETHEKWINI 
Municipality is deep in shit. 
Shack dwellers from its 569 
informal settlements (which 
comprise about 238,000 house-

holds) are growing increasingly angry 
as they wait for basic services and 
housing. But it will take more than 
R42 billion “excluding inflation, and 
excluding any improvements to the 
current housing typology” to provide 
shelter for those households. Durban’s 
entire annual budget for 2017/2018 is 
R45bn. 

eThekwini’s shack dwellers are in 
even more shit that their municipality. 
They have to wade through it –  often 
ankle-deep – on a regular basis, use 
plastic shopping packets as toilets, and 
watch as rats and cockroaches crawl 
over their sleeping children – children 
who have to play in areas strewn with 
loose live wires from illegal electrical 
connections. Electrocutions are not 
uncommon. 

The target of the shack dwellers’ 
wrath is newly elected Durban Mayor 
Zandile Gumede of the ANC, who 
inherited a decades-long cauldron of 
crap, courtesy of her party. 

But, as is the way of politicians, 
Gumede also targeted shack dwellers 
before last year’s local government 
elections with sweet promises, none 
of which she has fulfilled. This is the 
view of Abahlali baseMjondolo, the 
shack-dwellers’ movement which 
describes itself as “the largest organi-
sation of the militant poor in post-
apartheid South Africa”.

 Animosity between the political 
parties flared up in and around 

Durban’s squalid settlements in June 
and July when Abahlali members 
upped the tempo with several sporadic 
and purportedly unplanned protests.

“[We voted for] Zandile Gumede 
after a series of discussions with her 
where she made a number of promises 
to Abahlali membership,” said S’bu 
Zikode, AbM founder and elected pres-
ident, who is a resident of Durban’s 
notorious Kennedy Road informal 
settlement. 

“She also apologised on behalf of 
her political party and the previous 
administration for treating Abahlali 
so badly in the past, and committed 
herself and the city to work with 
Abahlali,” Zikode told Noseweek.  

Abahlali baseMjondolo, which has 
branches countrywide, claims a 
membership of 35,000 in KwaZulu-
Natal alone. In July, its first branch was 
opened in Mpumalanga.  Branches are 
established when 50-or-more people 
sign up for Abahlali membership. 

Noseweek was told that the organi-
sation is widely regarded as the 
only one genuinely concerned with 
shack-dwellers’ rights rather than 
party politics. But satisfying even the 
most basic needs of shack dwellers is 
proving difficult for Gumede, who by 
now is publicly dubbed “The Mayor 
of Lies” by Abahlali – and referred to 
that way in their statements. 

At first, Abahlali “liked Gumede 
very much”, Zikode told Noseweek, 
especially because she was Durban’s 
first female mayor and people believed 
that “her heart will always be priori-
tised to the poor”. Now, the organisa-
tion says the mayor is too quick to 

sit back while members of the much-
loathed and feared Land Invasions 
Unit, and police, are sent to clear out 
shack dwellers occupying municipal 
land burn their makeshift homes 
and meagre possessions – even their 
clothing – dduring evictions. 

On 27 July Abahlali was granted 
an interdict against the munici-
pality, restraining it from “demol-
ishing, burning, removing or other-
wise destroying and disposing of the 
informal housing structures… or from 
threatening to do so,” in seven city 
settlements that Abahlali claims are 
regular targets. 

eThekwini says that the court 
order prohibits the city from evicting 
anyone in the respective areas. It says 
there was an undertaking that “the 
applicants would not build structures 
during the verification period”.

“This order was granted under the 
premise that the City was evicting 
people, which we do not do. The City 
will defend this allegation after 
the verification exercise has been 
done. Meanwhile, eThekwini’s Land 
Invasion Unit is mandated to stop and 
discourage people who attempt to ille-
gally occupy land, and will continue to 
do so.”  

The city is due to defend its case in 
court on 1 September. 

Mayor Gumede’s predecessor, James 
Nxumalo, faced the same problems, 
said Abahlali’s Zikode. He described 
Nxumalo as “a gentleman who was 
open to engaging Abahlali”. Factional 
divides within the municipality had 
had the effect of tying Nxumalo’s 
hands, said Zikode. 

Durban’s R42-billion 
shack dweller shame  
Anger in the largest organisation of militant poor in  
post-apartheid South Africa. By Desiree Erasmus
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It was during Nxumalo’s term of 
office that 17-year-old Nqobile Nzuza 
was shot and killed by police on 30 
September 2013 in Cato Crest, the 
scene of regular flare-ups over the 
years. 

“The protest that she was partici-
pating in had been organised by 
residents of the Marikana Land 
Occupation after repeated evictions, 
always illegal and often violent,” said 
Zikode. 

“Nqobile was the third person to 
lose her life in the struggle for land 
and against repression from the 
ruling party and the state, in Cato 
Crest in 2013. Thembinkosi Qumbelo, 
who was president of the Cato Crest 
Residential Association, was gunned 
down in a tavern on 15 March 2013, 
and Nkululeko Gwala, a prominent 
member of Abahlali, was murdered on 
26 June 2013,” Zikode said in a state-
ment. 

The police admitted shooting Nzuza, 
but said it was done in self-defence. 
The SAPS officer who shot her was 
found guilty in July this year and will 
appear for sentencing on 9 October. 

The shack-dweller “challenge” now 
rests with Mayor Gumede, a Zuma 
loyalist and self-proclaimed “pro-poor” 
mayor who recently made known that 
the city had purchased four Casspirs 
at a cost of R19.9 million from Denel 

for “crowd control” purposes. 
The city said that it was primarily 

the safety needs of security personnel 
that had prompted the purchase, 
although Noseweek was unable to get 
a clear answer about what criteria, if 
any, were used to determine the need 
for military vehicles. 

A deposit of R7m was made to Denel, 
with the remainder to be paid upon 
delivery of the other three vehicles, 
expected in September. One vehicle 
was mysteriously delivered in July 

but the city would offer no comment 
on the surprise package. 

The purchases left Abahlali 
“outraged” and suspicious that shack 
dwellers would be the main targets of 
the apartheid-era vehicles. They are 
probably right. 

In May, a two-week-old baby, Jayden 
Khoza, died at the Foreman Road 
informal settlement during clashes 
between police and residents after yet 
another service-delivery protest had 
soured. 

Abahlali said police punched shack 
dwellers and used rubber bullets, 
batons and teargas during the 
confrontation. Police, in turn, accused 
the shack dwellers of attacking them 
with stones and other items.  

In a scene so heart-wrenching 
that it could have been scripted in 
Hollywood, the baby’s mother walked 
with the corpse to a nearby police 
station on the day of Jayden’s death. 
At the funeral, the colours of Abahlali 
were draped over the tiny coffin. 

Community members believe the 
child died from inhaling teargas, but 
the State pathologist ruled the death 
to be of natural causes. Abahlali said 
it would be hiring a private patholo-
gist to determine the cause of Jayden’s 
death, telling Noseweek that the 
State’s results were “not legitimate”. 
That has not yet happened. 

In May a two-week-old 

baby, Jayden Khoza, died 

at the Foreman Road 

informal settlement 

during clashes between 

police and residents 

 Abahlali baseMjondolo members during a protest at Durban’s City Hall in late June 
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In June, municipal security 
guards were demolishing shacks in 
eMansenseni informal settlement 
when, according to police, commu-
nity members fought off the guards, 
leading to police dispersing the crowd 
with rubber bullets. 

Three people were shot, SAPS told 
Noseweek, with 29-year-old Samuel 
Hloele dying at the scene after being 
hit in the forehead and body. Two 
others were injured and taken to 
hospital. A pathologist’s report is still 
awaited to determine how Hloele died. 

Hloele’s death left the commu-
nity incensed, which led to well over 
1,000 Abahlali members marching on 
the Durban City Hall to hand over a 
memorandum of demands to Gumede 
and cooperative governance MEC 
Nomusa Dube-Ncube. Neither rocked 
up and marchers had to be barred 
from bursting through the doors. 

The memorandum was nevertheless 
handed over and Gumede was given 
seven days to respond. She didn’t do 
so, which led to a two-day flare-up the 
following week; burning tyres and logs 
were placed on roads and a municipal 
bus was set alight. Abahlali claims 
its members were not responsible for 
torching the vehicle. 

“If the Mayor of Lies refuses to 
engage with us the protests will 
continue. If the Mayor of Lies 
continues to send out armed men to 
wage illegal, brutal and sometimes 
fatal attacks on our communities with 
the aim of dispossessing us of the land 
that we have occupied, the protests 
will continue,” said a statement after 
the flare-up.   

The provincial human settlements’ 
department also denies that settle-
ments are destroyed during evictions. 

“Individual established and occu-
pied shacks can only be destroyed by 
way of a court order or consent where 
there is an in-situ upgrade taking 
place. Our information is that in the 
course of resisting land invasions, 
partially completed shacks are demol-
ished on a regular basis,” the depart-
ment told Noseweek. 

Some ANC members, who refused 
to give their names, believe the 
Democratic Alliance provides funding 
to Abahlali “to cause chaos in the city 
and derail the work being done by the 
governing party”. 

Both Abahlali and the DA refute the 

allegations, with Zikode denying that 
any relationship whatsoever exists 
between the two – although photos 
can be found on Facebook of the DA’s 
KZN leader Zwakele Mncwango enter-
taining Abahlali members in April 
and June of 2014.  

Abahlali baseMjondolo endorsed 
the DA prior to the 2014 elections. At 
that time, Zikode said publicly that 
Abahlali members had been encour-
aged to vote DA but not to apply for 
membership. The move was seen as 
a “strategic” one in working towards 
the defeat of the ANC, which Zikode 
described as having blood on its hands.  

Abahlali members and various 
donors that include churches and 
NGOs fund the organisation, said 
Zikode. The party once had a “no NGO” 
rule but financial need – “to fund court 
cases, transport etcetera” – had led to 
a relaxing of that. A list of donors can 
be found on the group’s exceptionally 
informative and efficiently adminis-
tered website.

Abahlali claims to differ from polit-
ical parties calling for land justice 
because of its ideology. “We are not 
violent. We don’t condone violence, it’s 
not part of our ideology,” Abahlali’s 
general secretary, Thapelo Mohapi 
told Noseweek.

In 2014, the 
organisation’s 
KwaNdengezi 

chairperson was 
gunned down in her 
home after blowing 

the whistle on corrupt 
ANC eThekwini 

councillors
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The group’s “strategic” or other 
political affiliations aside, its exist-
ence is a constant and very public 
reminder of how corruption, in the 
KZN public housing sector, kills. 

In 2014, the organisation’s Kwa- 
Ndengezi chairperson, Thuli Ndlovu, 
was gunned down in her home after 
blowing the whistle on corrupt ANC 
eThekwini councillors Mduduzi 
Ngcobo and Velile Lutsheku. They 
were found to be allocating houses 
to people who were not from the 
area. The councillors hired a hitman 
to deal with Ndlovu. All three were 
eventually sentenced to life although 
charges had initially been dropped.

The Mercury newspaper revealed in 
2016 that Ngcobo and Lutsheku were 
still on the eThekwini payroll, while 
they were seeking to appeal.  eThek-
wini refused to answer Noseweek 
when asked if, a year later, both 
convicts were still receiving their 
monthly salaries, thought to be 
anything up to R32,000 per month. 

Zikode, a dapper figure in his black 
suit, testified in July before the 
Moerane Commission investigating 
political killings in KZN. With more 
than 70 Abahlali members watching, 
he outlined the violence used against 

shack dwellers, placing much of the 
blame on Gumede’s administration 
and the ANC. 

But, in what might be described as 
a politically strategic move by Zikode, 
president of the apolitical Abahlali 
baseMjondolo, he told commissioners 
he wanted protection because he had 
named the mayor. (This, despite the 
fact that Abahlali’s website is replete 
with references to Gumede as the 
“Mayor of Lies”. 

Zikode’s dramatics appeared to 
have worked. In a statement issued 
on 1 August, Gumede said her admin-
istration had started engaging with 
Abahlali “with the primary view of 
addressing their concerns pertaining 
to housing developments and oppor-
tunities as well as the inherent chal-
lenges associated with projects of 
this magnitude”. She said the city’s 
human settlements and infrastruc-
ture chairman had “hosted” Zikode 
and his “entourage” and had “charted 
a way forward which was acceptable 
to all parties concerned”. 

On the same day, the mayor 
announced that money had been allo-
cated for infrastructural improve-
ments to early childhood development 
centres for informal settlements and 
under-serviced communities.

The programme had “commenced 
recently”, according to the city, and if 
it were found to be successful, would 
be implemented on a larger scale. 
“The actual construction work will 
be procured in compliance with the 
Supply Chain Management Policy. 
The start date will be determined 
soon. Each intervention will take 
approximately six months, depending 
on the scope.” 

KZN’s human settlements depart-
ment claims the number of settle-
ments in eThekwini is fairly static, 
with changes occurring in the in- 
crease, expansion and densification of 
existing settlements. “We are awaiting 
the release of aerial studies done by 
eThekwini Municipality which will 
give us much more scientific data,” 
the department told Noseweek. 

Qualifying for a fully subsidised 
housing unit is relatively easy. One 
has to be over the age of 18, earn 
less than R3,500 per month, have a 
dependent, and should not have previ-
ously benefited from a state housing 
subsidy.  

It is “prioritisation”, according to 
the department, that is the problem. 

“Provincially we have a backlog of 
approximately 650,000 units against 
delivery of about 30,000 units per 
annum. Project areas are priori-
tised according to the Municipality 
Housing Sector Plan. Once the priori-
tised housing project is approved, 
households in the target area are 
profiled to determine: (a) qualification 
in terms of policy and (b) prioritisa-
tion in terms of level of need.” 

The above could be influenced by 
other issues, says the department,  
such as prioritising a set of families to 
be moved because they are occupying 
land identified for roads and services 
or dangerous flood plains or priority 
areas such as transit camps.  Abahlali 
says prioritisation more often than 
not involves ANC councillors and 
ANC members, i.e. ANC voters.  

Abahlali also downplays the occur-
rence of “shacklordism”, saying that 
though it does occur, it is exagger-
ated by authorities for political gain 
and to paint the poor as criminals. 
The department sees it as a very real 
problem. It is clear, says Abahlali, 
that the ANC is not against all land 
occupations, “It is against those land 
occupations that it does not control.”

Whether this will be revealed 
in a study commissioned by the 
Department of Human Settlements 
remains to be seen. The study on 
graft and shacklordism, carried out 
by the University of KwaZulu-Natal’s 
Morris Webb Race Relations Institute, 
was expected to be made available in 
February. That did not happen. 

In July the department told 
Noseweek: “The research has been 
completed but needs to be processed 
through the Provincial Executive 
Council. The report will be released in 
early August.” 

That has not happened. 
On 2 August, the department told 

Noseweek it was in receipt of the 
report “but it has to be presented 
before the provincial executive 
committee (cabinet) before release. 
Currently we are awaiting a slot for 
tabling”.  That had not happened by 
the time Noseweek went to print. 

The department says it would take 
R56bn to house the entire population 
of the province’s 663 informal settle-
ments – about 334,000 households. n

Abahlali founder and president, S’bu 
Zikode, testifying before the Moerane 
Commission investigating political 
killings in KwaZulu-Natal, in July
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SOUTH AFRICA’S MAJOR FURNITURE 
removers may have been cheat-
ing the public on a grand scale 
for the past half century.

In 1976 when I was a Financial 
Mail journalist, I probed the widespread 
tendering collusion in the industry. Some 
of the same names that featured in that 
exposé all those years ago have come up 
again in the Competition Commission’s 
current extensive investigation into 
price collusion in the industry.

It seems it never stopped. It was so 
rife back then that Ian Pettey – then 
President of the SA Furniture Removers 
& Warehousemen’s Association (Safwa) 
from 1968-1971, now chairman of its 
successor, the Professional Movers’ 
Association (PMA) – told the FM that 
they hadn’t been able to stop it because 
it was “unfortunately accepted practice” 
and government agencies would not help. 
It was so acceptable that in November 
last year Peter Brauteseth, a director of 
Joel Transport, told the Commission’s 
Tribunal that in his 25 years of removal 
experience tender covering was “sort of 
normal practice”. His firm was one of the 
13 highlighted in the FM more than 40 
years ago.

The way the swindle works is that 
when transferred employees have to get 
quotes to have their belongings moved 
to their new posting, the first removal 
firm approached will get all the quotes 
needed from a friendly competitor, 
ensuring that theirs is the lowest, to get 
the job.

In my FM days the scam was known 
as the 3Ts, as that was the number of 
quotes required by state departments. 

The Commission found that 3,500 
relocation quotes among 69 companies 
were fixed between 2007 and 2012. It 

has the power to impose heavy fines but 
only came into existence in 1998. That’s 
one of the reasons why nothing was done 
earlier to stamp out this scourge.

The way it works is that transgres-
sors, who cooperate by telling all, get 
a lesser penalty than those who try to 
bluff it out. The Tribunal then decides on 
the fate of the intransigent ones.  

It has recently charged Cape Town-
based Stuttaford Van Lines with 649 
counts of collusive tendering involving 
numerous government departments 
such as SAPS, the Defence Force, the 
Public Prosecutor’s Office and the Secret 
Service. This is a new record, being the 
largest number of charges against a 

Cartage and cartels
Illegal collusive tendering has been going on for a 
long time. By Jon Abbot

The Commission found 
that 3,500 relocation 

quotes among 69 
companies were fixed 

between 2007 and 2012
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Tel +27 (0)21 855 2374
info@kenforresterwines.com
www.kenforresterwines.com

single company in the history of the 
Commission’s anti-cartel enforcement. 
It is pressing for the Tribunal to fine 
Stuttaford 10% of its annual turnover 
on each of the charges – which could put 
the company out of business.

The FM story showed just how long 
this has been going on. At my instiga-
tion Stuttaford arranged three quotes 
for a Johannesburg-to-Durban move. 
The prices given were: Stuttaford R600; 
Petfords R630 and Express Transport 
R645. For another similar move Express 
gave the following prices: Express R685; 
J.L van Nijmegen R720; and Stuttaford 
R725. Morkel’s price (acquired sepa-
rately) for the same job was R355. 

I asked Stuttaford’s Joburg regional 
manager Dave Bradford, who was also 
on Safwa’s executive committee, if there 
were removal companies that supplied 
three tenders: “I don’t know how they 
can do that – they’d have to be in league 
with other companies. What you are 
suggesting is a bit of cheating.”  

I showed him the ones in which 
Stuttaford was involved and he said rival 
companies often phoned one another 
and asked for quotes after being given 
the volume of the goods to be moved. 
The documents were sent directly to the 
customer. He denied there was a price 
ring in the removal business.

Stuttaford director Mel Potgieter, 
responding to Noseweek’s questions, said 
they were unable to comment on alle-
gations about events “that might have 
taken place 40 years ago”. 

“Regarding the Commission’s current 
investigation, we have taken the matter 
very seriously and are cooperating. Our 
internal policies prohibit our employees 
from engaging in cover quoting,” he said

On its website, Stuttaford – founded in 
1897 – promotes itself as being a goody-
good company.  It claims to adhere to the 
Anti-Bribery and Corruption Charter of 
the industry body FIDI-FAIM (federa-
tion of international furniture removers). 

“As one of the first removal companies 
in Africa to get internation accredita-
tion, we have continually lived up to 
our reputation as Africa’s most superior 
removal company,” it adds.

The corruption picture is made 
even worse by the fact that Crown 
Relocations, headed by Ian Pettey (now 
chairman of the PMA, previously head 
of Safwa), admitted to the Competition 
Commission to having been involved 
in 81 cases of cover pricing for various 

government departments. It was fined 
R840,873, the equivalent of 7% of its 
2013 turnover. Pettey’s association 
requires members to have “a commer-
cial reputation beyond reproach” and 
Stuttaford is one of them.

His company is part of the Hong Kong- 

based Crown Worldwide Group. 
Pettey sent the following replies to 

Noseweek’s questions: 
Q: Has your association ignored the 

price collusion that has been going on 
for many years? 

A: “Various investigations were done 
by the previous authorities with no 
definitive outcome that the association 
should have acted upon.”

Q: Have you been asked to resign as 
President of the Professional Movers’ 
Association in view of the fact that 
Crown Relocations, of which you are the 
CEO, was fined 7% of its 2013 turnover 
by the Competition Commission after 
your firm admitted collusive tendering?  

A: “No. The settlement with the Com- 
mission was done to avoid costly liti-
gation,” said Pettey. He blamed an 
employee for what had happened 
and stated that he told the PMA’s  
national executive what happened and 
they had felt that “My personal integ-
rity was not compromised and that 
appropriate steps had been taken by the 
Commission”.
l For a more extensive report, see  
Jon Abbot’s blog:  https://dearjon-letter.
blogspot.co.za n

Mel Potgieter
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Joburg Metro cover-up?
The mystery of the bid that died and rose again. 
 By Jonathan Erasmus

THE CITY OF JOHANNESBURG’S  
refusal to give any rational ex-
planation for having cancelled 
a multi-million-rand tender 
after it had been adjudicated 

upon, only to re-advertise the identical 
tender months later and then award 
it to a politically connected firm, leads 
one to assume they’ve got something 
to hide.

Although assumptions can be 
dangerous, in this case documentary 
evidence obtained by Noseweek – and in 
some instances the absence of it – leads 
to the same conclusion.  

The City of Johannesburg recently 
released a tranche of documents to 
Noseweek in response to a Promotion of 
Access to Information Act (Paia) applica-
tion. At first the city refused the request 
which was then successfully appealed by 
Noseweek. 

However it is clear that vital docu-
ments specifically requested by 
Noseweek are missing, while others that 
have no relevance at all to the initial 
request have been handed over.  

A veil of secrecy surrounds the  
R99,9-million tender (nose211) – known 
as Bid A683 in October 2016 – which was 
awarded to Durban-based Evaluations 
Enhanced Property Appraisals. 

The cover-up has its roots in the 
tender’s predecessor – Bid A654. Both 
tenders were identical in all material 
aspects – in that the city had budgeted 
R320m for the bid; there were nearly 
900,000 properties to be evaluated; and 
it was a three-year deal. The only differ-
ence was that another company won the 
first tender: DPP Valuers (Pty) Ltd. 

DPP’s winning bid was R144,9m. They 
had the best empowerment credentials 
too. Evaluations was second, at R167,2m. 
This was during the period when the 
ANC was still running the council.

Mysteriously this tender process was 
left on the back burner, in File 13, until 

the prescribed time-limit passed and it 
lapsed, forcing the city to re-advertise 
the tender – a gross piece of negligence 
that the city has refused to explain or 
apportion blame for – despite the polit-
ical change from an ANC-led metro to a 
DA-led metro.  

By the time the new tender was adver-
tised Evaluations managed to shave a 
massive R67,3m off its original price – 
and win. 

When the contract was first put out 
to tender, Evaluations was owned by 
Durban tenderpreneur Willy Govender, 
who is considered part of the ANC’s 
crony political business elite, having 
made his fortune off the back of govern-

ment contracts (noses202&203).
But within three months of the 

contract’s having been awarded to 
Evaluations, it emerged that the 
company was in the process of being sold 
to JSE-listed EOH Holdings, another 
tenderpreneur company. 

EOH obtained approval from the 
Competition Commission in May to 
purchase several of Govender’s busi-
nesses. Industry insiders believe EOH 
will soon corner the valuations market.   

“The Commission is of the view that 
the proposed transaction is unlikely to 
substantially prevent or lessen competi-
tion in any market. The proposed trans-
action does not raise any public interest 
concerns,” said the commission. 

What the documents that were 
supplied to Noseweek via the Paia 
process show is that the initial tender, 
A654, was advertised in December 2015 
and closed in January 2016. 

The documents show that on 30 
November 2015 the city’s bid specifica-
tion committee met to finalise details 
of the bid. Present were Johannesburg 
Director of Valuations Piet Eloff, Deputy 
Liezl Govender, procurement officials, 
representatives from city treasury 
and officials from the Department of 
Governance and Traditional Affairs. The 
city’s Valuations head, Sihle More, was 
absent. 

They discussed several technical 
details and estimated that there were 
between 885,000 and 889,900 plots that 
needed to be valued in the city. On 10 
December 2015 Eloff said at the tender 
briefing session that they anticipated 
the winning bidder would be “announced 
in March 2016”. 

The bid went out and five entities 
responded. Most were consortiums, 
except for DPP and Evaluations.

The documents show that all the other 
bidders, except Evaluations and DPP, 
were disqualified, as they failed to score 

Johannesburg Mayor  
Herman Mashaba
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the minimum of 70 points out of 100 to 
even be considered for the contract.  

On 4 February 2016 the Bid 
Evaluation Committee accepted that 
DPP and Evaluations were the top two 
bids, scoring 90,125/100 and 87,125/100 
respectively. Committee chairperson 
Sihle More asked that the bids be “revis-
ited to compare again... instead of going 
to tender again”. 

On 11 February 2016 City 
Compliance’s Beverly Cvetkovski said 
she was “comfortable with their scoring” 
and said if any scores were changed, the 
scorers would have to account for them. 

It was clear, according to the docu-
ments, that DPP was the winner. Yet for 
four months the city went cold and made 
no attempt to contact DPP –  and this is 
where the document trail goes cold. The 
first time DPP became aware that the 
tender had been cancelled was when the 
new bid, Bid A683, was advertised. 

Various bidders shared with Noseweek 
a “Cancellation” letter they received on 
30 June 2016.  

“The City of Johannesburg regrettably 
[sic] informs you of the cancellation of 
the above-mentioned tender due to the 
expiry of the validity period,” said the 
letter, sent by director of strategic supply 
chain management support, Setlhabi 
Leso. It said a new bid would be opened 
in four days, with the closing date being 
1 August – just two days before the local 
elections that saw the ANC lose control 
not only of Johannesburg Metro, but also 
of Tshwane and Nelson Mandela Bay. 

The city did give Noseweek the 
minutes of the “Executive Adjudication 
Committee” held on 4 October 2016 – 
now with the DA in charge of the city 
– and chaired by then city manager 
Trevor Fowler. It noted the awarding of 
the tender to Evaluations. 

The only mention as to why A654 was 
cancelled is contained in two lines: “The 
[Valuations] Department was asked to 
take the Committee through the report 
and to explain the processes followed 
after the initial proposal had been 
cancelled. The Valuations department 
responded. After cancellation of the 
initial proposal, the process of re-adver-
tising the tender followed”. The depart-
ment was represented by Eloff. 

The second document provided to 
Noseweek is a letter from Johannesburg 
to Evaluations on 17 October 2016 
confirming they had been awarded the 
tender. To date the city has yet to provide 

Noseweek with a Bid Opening Register 
of Bid A683, the scoring, or any minutes 
of the Bid Evaluations Committee for 
A683.  

DPP CEO Tinus Geyser said the 
bidding fiasco had left many unan-
swered questions, one being “how did 
Evaluations suddenly manage to drop 
its price quoted in its initial tender bid 
by no less than R67,3 million in the 
second?” He added: “[They say] they can 
make the bid work at R99m – 40% less 
than the initial bid – as they have done 
the previous city general valuation rolls 
and have the data [but] we still have 
our concerns. After the second bid was 
awarded, we wrote to Fowler and to 
Mayor Herman Mashaba. We told them 
we were not happy with the process. No 
one responded.” 

Geyser said that normally they chal-
lenge decisions if their price was better, 
but in this case Evaluations had slashed 
their price considerably and there was 
no immediate or obvious reason to 
suspect irregularities in the manage-
ment process of the second bid. 

“Challenging the decision in court 
would have been throwing good money 
after bad.” 

Evaluations has a messy past with 
the city. In 2013 they massively under-
valued the properties of the city’s elite 
while overvaluing the properties of the 
poor.  There were 94,565 valuation objec-
tions of which 71,552 were lodged by the 
city’s own officials – an unheard-of situ-
ation in South Africa’s recent valuation 
history.

Noseweek revealed in August 2016 
(nose202) that Evaluations had [conven-
iently? – Ed] undervalued the proper-
ties of Johannesburg’s elite, including 
billionaires such as the Guptas, the 
Oppenheimers, Johann Rupert, Tokyo 
Sexwale, insurance tycoon Douw Steyn 
and Angolan warlord Bento dos Santos 

Kangamba. Not to speak of providing 
valuations of nil for billion-rand devel-
opments such as Melrose Arch – as 
in the General Valuation Roll of 2013 
(GV2013).

These “errors”  such as with Johann 
Rupert’s valuation which was set at 
R0 then re-valued to R88.8m, and a 
Gupta-owned property that was even-
tually upped by the valuations appeal 
board from a valuation of R480,000 
(by Evaluations) to one of R22m – 

were uncovered by Howick pensioner 
and maverick tax crusader Dr Robert 
McLaren (noses202;203&207). Later, 
McLaren was served a R24,000 costs 
order by the city’s internal valuations 
appeal board, apparently for “wasting 
their time”. The board had never before 
issued such a costs order. 

The board had asked McLaren to 
provide information to back up his 
demands for higher rates for the city’s 
uber rich – and which Evaluations was 
allowed to ignore when doing its original 
valuations. The city failed to provide 
this. As a result, McLaren was forced to 
withdraw many of his otherwise valid 
objections. n

McLaren was forced 
to withdraw many 
of his otherwise-
valid objections

Johannesburg former city  
manager Trevor Fowler
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THERE’S BEEN A SECRET SETTLEMENT 
in the long-running legal battle 
between Times Media Group 
– now renamed Tiso Black-
star – and 51 of its pensioners 

over their frozen medical aid subsi-
dies (noses189,191). Although Andrew 
Bonamour, chief executive of the news-
paper publishing group, insisted on a 
strict confidentiality clause, Noseweek 
can reveal that the group has shelled 
out well over R10 million to the old- 
timers. Individual payouts (the big-
gest secret) range from R96,000 to 
R384,000.

The group holds a network of 
media, retail and mobile assets with 
an expanding footprint across the 
continent. It is South Africa’s largest 
national English publishing group,  
with brands that include the Sunday 
Times, Sowetan, Financial Mail and 
Business Day.

The pensioners include such blasts 
from the past as Stephen Mulholland, 
Jim Jones, Ric Wilson, Roy Paulson, 
Jimmy Mould and Gerry Hirshon. At 
first sight the payouts seem generous 
– several have scored more than 
R300,000 – but TMG has deducted 
tax at 18%-to-23%, knocking such 
bumper payouts down to as little 
as R231,000. And with Discovery’s 
Classic Comprehensive cover for 

couples currently costing R105,240 
annually, the settlement payouts will 
barely cover two years’ contributions. 

Traditionally, Times Media had 
increased its medical aid subsidy 
every year in a gesture to more-or- 
less keep pace with the soaring costs 
of medical aid schemes. But things 
changed when asset-stripper Andrew 
Bonamour and his Blackstar group 

took effective control of Times Media 
in 2012. Within months Bonamour 
was CEO and into his well-chronicled 
stripping of TMG’s assets, including 
the retrenchment of hundreds of staff. 
His ruthless “restructuring” included 
a determination to wipe the post- 
retirement medical aid liability, which 
had mushroomed from R67m in 2000 
to R273m on the balance sheet. 

That year, 2013, he offered volun-
tary modest once-off payouts to end 
post-retirement benefits for good. 
A pensioner in his 70s was offered 
R70,000 after tax – less than two years’ 
medical aid contributions. Of 305 
subsidy-holding staff, 67% grabbed 
the cash. But among 383 pensioners, 
only 8% swallowed the bait. Bonamour 
responded by announcing that he was 
freezing the subsidy in 2014. By the 
end of 2013 he was able to report that 
the irritating R273m liability had 
been reduced to R87m.

However, a hard core of pensioners 
refused to roll over. Former Sunday 
Times managing editor Jimmy Mould, 
now 77, ex-TMG chief executive Roy 
Paulson, 84 on September 11, and 
former SAAN managing director 
Stephen Mulholland, now 81, pulled 
24 retirees together and with financial 
backing from an unnamed supporter 
they launched a high court battle to 

No company for 
old men

Secrecy and fury as Tiso Blackstar’s Bonamour pays off the 
rebel pensioners. By Special Correspondent

Andrew Bonamour



NOSEWEEK September 2017 29 

force Bonamour to resume annual 
subsidy increases. In 2015 the corpo-
rate raider agreed to backdate two 
years of subsidy increases – a meagre 
payout that averaged under R3,000 a 
head. But only to the 23 – one plaintiff 
had died. 

However, Bonamour refused to 
extend the back-payments to all TMG 
pensioners and this resulted in a new 
high court summons from the original 
23, now boosted to 51. Despite all his 
efforts, Mould repeatedly told them in 
his bulletins that Bonamour refused 
to supply contact details for the 
remaining 300. 

Which brings us to Andrew 
Bonamour’s June secret settlement for 
the 51. The matter had been set down 
for trial starting on June 6, with four 
days allotted. Just two weeks before it 
was due to begin Bonamour, through 
TMG’s attorneys Edward Nathan 
Sonnenbergs (ENS), suggested media-
tion. The two sides duly sat down at 
ENS’s Sandton offices on June 7, with 
mediator Charles Nupen presiding. 
Six days later the 51, represented by 
Mould and Paulson, were notified of a 
settlement.

The pensioners’ attorney was 
tax specialist Johan Esterhuizen, 

a partner with law firm Shepstone 
& Wiley. Esterhuizen’s co-partner 
Rebecca Jansch wrote to the 51, 
informing each how much they had 
been awarded. Jansch added that, 
had the matter proceeded to trial and 
the pensioners won, TMG had made 
it clear they would appeal “to the 

highest court possible”. This, pointed 
out Jansch, would mean the dispute’s 
continuing for “another four or five 
years, if not longer, and at huge costs 
with no guarantee that at the end 
of the litigation we would have been 
successful”.

In other words, Bonamour and the 
lawyers between them bludgeoned 
the 51 retirees into settling. Not only 
that, Bonamour threatened to call the 
whole thing off unless the troublesome 
old hacks consented to be gagged by a 
strict confidentiality clause.

And had some brave spirit among 
the old-timers not thought to toss a 
bundle of the case papers – including 
post-settlement email exchanges 
between enraged pensioners – over 
Noseweek’s garden wall, you wouldn’t 
know any of this at all. 

Under the secret settlement, the 51 
pensioners had a choice: they could 
receive their award as cash (which 
attorney Jansch told them would be 
subject to taxation) or “the amount” 
could be used by TMG to purchase an 
annuity for them to “provide monthly 
payments to be used for purposes of 
your contribution to the medical aid”. 
Jansch added that Shepstone & Wiley 
could not advise on the tax conse-
quences of either option and gave the 
old-timers five days to make their 
choice.  

The garden-wall papers reveal that 
most of the 51 went for the annuity 

Bonamour 
threatened to call 

the whole thing 
off unless the 

troublesome old 
hacks consented 

to be gagged by a 
strict confidentiality 

clause

Time Media pensioners (left to right):  
Roy Paulson, Stephen Mulholland and 
Jimmy Mould
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option, after their financial advisers 
told them that TMG could not withhold 
tax from it; SARS would grab its due 
from the annuities’ monthly income.
So imagine the pensioners’ shock 
when, some days later, Shepstone & 
Wiley notified them how much TMG 
had paid to insurers – in every case 
they had deducted tax.

Some extracts from the garden-wall 
emails:

Pensioners’ leader Jimmy Mould: “I 
am personally most upset as I have 
had just on 21% deducted as tax even 
though the payout was paid directly 
into an annuity. This is counter to the 
advice I originally received.”

Mould had already downgraded to 
Discovery’s Classic Priority medical 
aid plan (cost: R5,570/month for him 
and his wife). For this, the frozen 
TMG subsidy had paid R3,217/month. 
The amount of the former managing 
editor’s award is unknown, but the 
annuity he has now bought with it is 
less than the frozen subsidy. It’s the 
same story for all of them.

Pensioner Steve Appleton’s annuity 
payout (amount unknown) was taxed 
by TMG at 22.34%. His financial 
adviser emailed him: “Steve, I am 
dumbfounded. It simply does not 
make sense if you have it transferred 
to a living annuity, to deduct tax. This 
is going to be double taxation.”

Seven hours later Appleton told 
fellow pensioners: “Old Mutual head 
office has stopped the investment 
process on my payout pending a recon-
figuration of the investment vehicle. 
The method intended via my existing 
living annuity would have resulted in 
unavoidable double taxation – once by 
TMG and then automatically on each 
withdrawal. In addition, because the 

capital amount is reduced by 22.34%, 
the interest on the investment would 
also be less. I fear that TMG is not 
being very transparent on this.”

Pensioner Ric Wilson: “I think we 
know enough now to challenge them 
[TMG] on this. My financial adviser 
says the same: no tax liability on 
payment to a retirement annuity.”

Pensioner Richard McNeill: “There 
seems to be a can of worms opening 
up here. Just to muddy the waters 
further, my financial adviser says you 
are not permitted to buy an annuity 
with money that’s already been taxed.”

Pensioner Roger Makings: “I netted 
R276,000, was taxed 22.6%. Sorry for 
all of us. I guess we have been screwed 
big time.”

Pensioner Robbie Botha’s wife 
Laura: “Discovery [insurance arm] 
have suggested that they “park the 
money” to start gaining interest in a 

unit trust until TMG can sort out this 
tax story, as they are loath to start 
paying out an income that is taxable.

“Discovery’s legal team are working 
on this matter and everyone agrees 
it’s diabolical what TMG has done. 
Who knows how long TMG will take 
to sort out this mess and pay over the 
balance of R89,251 [tax deducted from 
their payout]. Once that is paid then 
the annuity can be activated and the 
money transferred back into it to start 
paying out the monthly tax-deductible 
amount.

“This whole process has been very 
stressful for us as our Discovery 
[medical aid] premium will now 
shoot up to just under R10,000 a 
month which we can ill afford. Robbie 
[70-year-old former Business Day 
picture editor] had letters assuring 
him that his medical aid will be 
covered in full until I die, and I’m 20 
years younger than him. The amount 
paid out will not even cover us for five 
years, which will force us to move to a 
lower option, but all three of us have 
chronic conditions.”

Seven days later, after consulting 
with Umhlanga SARS, the Bothas 
emailed everyone: “Apparently it 
doesn’t matter what lump-sum 
payout you are given – retrenchment, 
pension, medical aid – you will get 
taxed between 17% and 23%. There is 
nothing that can be done to reimburse 
that money to you. The consultant did 
say however that you can try to claim 
it back in your next tax year. If over 
65, you automatically get reimbursed 
all the tax you have paid on retire-
ment annuities or living annuities.”

Pensioner Basil Hewer’s daughter 
Heather: “My dad was 90 on 7 July 
and has my mother as a dependent. 

Pensioner Richard 
McNeill: “There 

seems to be a can 
of worms opening 

up here”
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His money was paid into a living 
annuity but TMG has deducted tax. 
Whether it was incompetence or done 
deliberately, it has caused major prob-
lems. The money in the annuity is now 
below the original amount [of Hewer’s 
award] and thus causing my father 
endless sleepless nights.”

Pensioners’ attorney Rebecca Jansch 
of Shepstone & Wiley, on the receiving 
end of “multiple emails” from the 
enraged 51, to Jimmy Mould: “We 
could not dictate to TMG how they 
were to process the payments. We 
propose that you do a final bulletin 
stating that [TMG’s] payments have 
been made according to elections made 
and any tax query must be referred 
to their respective tax consultants/
advisers. They should also be informed 
that it now brings to a close this whole 
matter. The attorneys’ mandate has 
now come to an end and so also yours.”

Jimmy Mould to all pensioners: 
“Should you wish to pursue the matter 
further please seek your own legal 
advice/contact SARS.”

Pensioner Sam Stafford: “We are 
now being told to get on with a situ-
ation for which we have no detailed 
information. It seems everyone’s 
hands have been wiped clean of this 
total disaster.” 

SARS’s Personal Income Team, 
asked for a definitive ruling, produced 
a stern tome by their legal counsel. 
It quotes the “Lategan Principle” 
(Lategan v Commissioner for Inland 
Revenue, 1926) to resolve the key 
issue: whether the funds paid by Times 
Media to insurers for the purchase of 
an annuity represented an “accrual” to 
the pensioner.

According to the SARS expert, 
because pensioners could elect 
whether their awards were received 
in cash or be paid by TMG to an 
insurer, the annuity route represented 
an accrual. And as an accrual it was 
included in a pensioner’s gross income 
and was subject to the deduction of 
tax. Times Media had acted correctly 
in deducting the tax before passing the 
net amount to the insurer. Pensioners 
were NOT entitled to claim a refund. 
Pensioners would also be taxed a 
second time on the monthly income 
they receive under their annuity. They 
cannot reclaim that tax. So there.

The fate of the 300-odd remaining 
TMG retired employees, many of 

them long-serving black pensioners, is 
unclear. One thing is certain: Andrew 
Bonamour doesn’t intend to continue 
dishing out their frozen medical aid 
subsidies a day longer than he has to. 
A probable reason for the confidenti-
ality clause in the June settlement is 
that he’s about to make the 300 a deri-
sory offer.

One of the 300, the legendary former 
Sunday Times cricket writer Colin 

Bryden, now 70, is angry with Jimmy 
Mould for not including him in the 
51. He says the monthly medical aid 
subscription to Discovery for himself 
and his wife exceeds R9,000, which is 
more than he draws from his defined 
contribution pension fund.

After hearing about the secret settle-
ment Bryden wrote to Bonamour, 
asking what is being done for the 
remaining pensioners. In his reply 
Bonamour says: “The settlement in no 
way changes the company’s view that 
it has always held, which is that the 
Health Care Policy, which includes the 
post-retirement medical aid subsidy, 
is a company policy that is subject to 
change as and when considered appro-
priated [sic] by the company.

“For each of the past three years 
[actually it’s four] it has not been 
appropriate for the company to have 
increased the amount of the post-
retirement medical aid subsidy, quite 
apart from the fact that litigation had 
been instituted against the company 
in relation to this issue. 

“The company is currently reviewing 
the health care policy on that basis 
(namely, what is in the best interests of 
the company going forward), without 
regard to either the terms of the offers 
that were previously accepted by some 
pensioners, or the terms of the recent 
settlement of the litigation.”

l Whatever hardship the Times 
Media pensioners are going through, 
Andrew Bonamour is getting by. His 
renamed Tiso Blackstar Group, listed 
on the AIM alternative market in 
London and elevated in July from 
AltX to the main board of the JSE, 
may have had term debt of R407m and 
a loss of R906m in fiscal 2016, but that 
didn’t stop CEO Bonamour, who sits 
on the remuneration committee, from 
doubling his pay package from R1.3m 
to R2.7m.

“The 46-year-old corporate raider, 
an old boy of Kloof High School with a 
BCom from Unisa in business studies, 
also lists ownership of 8,781,480 
shares, 3.3% of Tiso Blackstar’s voting 
stock, valued at around R79m. In 
June, pending the disposal of the 
group’s 22.9% interest in Kagiso 
Tiso for R1.5bn, he awarded himself 
another R4m worth of shares under 
the Management Incentive Scheme, 
bringing the value of his personal 
stake to around R83m. n 

But that didn’t stop 
CEO Bonamour, 
who sits on the 
remuneration 

committee, from 
doubling his pay 

package from R1.3m 
to R2.7m

Colin Bryden
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LEN ASHTONBooks

On fire. Half-life in the cultural imagination

DIVE INTO FIRE POOL AT YOUR PERIL. 
It’s a plunge into a dazzle of wit, 
wisdom, erudition (and  a mite of 
breast-beating). Twidle is in love 
with language, sparking an ap-

pealing kaleidoscope of personal memories, 
opinions  and impressions. Some pertain to 
the state of the nation (his musings on the 
pantomime aimed at justifying construc-
tion of the notorious Nkandla Fire Pool is 
wondrously surreal). 

There are echoes of Jack Kerouac’s On 
the Road and much hero-worship of J M 
Coetzee’s  oeuvre, but Twidle has a distinc-
tive voice of his own. And he can be both 
joyously funny  – and dark. 

The autobiographical introductory 
passages, recording the woes and occa-
sional triumphs of a vulnerably pale-
skinned boarding school lad, are quite 
brilliant. He is mercilessly critical of the 
social and chauvinist aspirations inflicted 
on “privileged” young minds in the dying 
days of stiff-upper-lip colonialism. But he 
managed, despite lengthy, painful encoun-
ters with dermatologists and aggressive 
prefects, to get up to much satisfying 
mischief. 

There is an extended, rhythmically 
repetitive, tribute to the young pianist and 
composer, Moses Taiwa Molelekwa, who 
died in 2001 aged 27. The author writes 
that he, at that age, was only just begin-
ning “to understand what music meant 
to and in the country of my birth. I was 
studying South African literature even 
while realising that the country’s story was 
really… mostly encoded in song”.

Another tribute, of a kind, is to the 
pitiably bemused Dimitri Tsafendas, 
Dr Hendrik Verwoerd’s assassin. This 
wanderer, confused by racist bureaucracy, 
floated between different race classifica-
tions and infinite variations on his own 
name. He “foreshadows the 21st century 
illegal immigrant who is forced to live 
an unrelentingly precarious existence 
between states and borders”.

The first sections of an official report on 
Tsafendas paints him as a “lone gunman” 
like Lee Harvey Oswald. But later, 

according to historian Deborah Posel, there 
is an attempt “to elevate the enemy into a 
worthy adversary”, to conjure an unpre-
dictable maverick who acted with fore-
sight and planning. In fact,a long chain 
of bureaucratic errors and ironies allowed 
Tsafendas to kill the Prime Minister.

After a “walking residency” with a party 
of academics including architects, writers, 
artists and archaeologists, along the spine 
of Table Mountain National Park in 2015, 
the group descended to find a changed 
world. The currency was on the point of 
collapse because of Jacob Zuma’s decision 
to fire respected finance minister Nhlanhla 
Nene. This event feeds into Twidle’s 
greatest fear: nuclear horrors. Analysts 
suggested that Nene was fired because he 
had been stalling a trillion-dollar nuclear 
option for South Africa, available with 
Vladimir Putin’s connivance. 

Frighteningly, the ANC’s original princi-
pled rejection of nuclear power appeared to 
have been forgotten. We are reminded that, 
when Koeberg opened in 1984, the entire 
population of Cape Town was given iodine 
tablets so that, in the event of the north-
westerly winds wafting poison plumes 
across the city, the tablets might help to 
alleviate the threat to human thyroid 
glands.

The city’s chief health officer at the time 
accused Eskom of “absolute naivety” and 
moved out of the metro in protest. Twidle 
says: “The question of nuclear, it seems to 
me, lives a kind of half-life in the cultural 
imagination”.

Ah well: at least he has a sense of humour. 
Of a kind. And the longest list of  acknowl-
edgements to friends and advisers this side 
of the Okefenokee Swamp. n

FIRE POOL 
(EXPERIENCES IN AN 
ABNORMAL WORLD)

By Hedley Twidle
(Kwela Books)

Hedley Twidle
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Letter from Umjindi

Monkey business. Law of the jungle

BHEKI MASHILE

TO START ON A LIGHT NOTE – THOUGH 
animal rights activists might 
not find it so amusing – a while 
back, readers may recall, I 
proudly erected a scarecrow in 

the fields of my farm. It worked like a 
charm in deterring the monkeys – but 
for no longer than an idiot’s moment. 
These little buggers are just too smart 
to be fooled by a non-moving human 
figure. 

Scarecrow? What was I thinking? As 
far as I know we have no crows in this-
here Mzansi. Anyway, I was advised to 
kill one of the cute little buggers and 
display its carcass for the rest of the 
troop to see. This, I was assured, would 
frighten them off for good, never to 
come back to this murderous farm 
again. 

Yeah right! That worked for roughly 
three or four days before the troop was 
back and totally ignoring their dead 
comrade. Argh! this monkey business! 
(By the way, for the benefit of animal 
lovers and activists, I did not kill the 
poor little bugger – we had found him 
drowned in the irrigation dam. As 
much as I love these little guys, I could 
not help but say good riddance, vaya 
con Dios amigo!)    

Now, on several previous occasions I 
have written in this-here Nose about 
my battle with a firm of Barberton 
lawyers, Renier J Oelofsen Attorneys, 
and how they were ballooning my 
debt. This, I dare say is the real 
monkey business. At least the animals 
just take some of your passion fruits, 
tomatoes etc, while the legal vultures 
try to financially cripple you.

Well, the battle continues. At a  
3 July court appearance my attorney 
got the debt collectors to agree to 
resubmit a “proper” accounting – in 
accordance with  directives in the 
Schedule of Particulars. This is a small 
victory. It remains to be seen what 
their proper accounting will entail: will 
they have slightly adjusted inflated 
costs or will they adhere to the justice 
department’s Schedule of Particulars 

and Parliament’s Debt Collectors 
Amendment Bill of 2016? I’ve posed the 
question before and ask it again: How 
do they get away with this? 

One Noseweek reader wrote to the 
Editor explaining that the more you 
fight these debt-
collecting sharks, 
the deeper they 
sink their teeth 
into us financially, 
tagging on more 
costs.

Well, it does not 

have to be that way. 
These guys can be 
fought off with a little 
research that will 
equip one with the 
appropriate informa-
tion. I cannot stress 
this enough. Case in 
point: I educated myself on the tools 
I needed to defend myself – mainly 
the  Schedule of Particulars that I 
keep harping on about. Well, l pored 
over this crucial document again and 
again, then it hit me: on page 34, 
headed Annexure B, expenses and 
fees, it states clearly in bold letters, 
“The total amount to be recovered 
from the debtor in respect of items 1 to 
7 of the annexure shall not exceed the 
capital amount of the debt or R870.00, 
whichever is the lesser”. 

Surely it does not get clearer than 
that? It also clearly states what costs  
the collector is permitted to add. It 
is crucial that the debtor scrutinises 
these carefully. They are supposed to 

be checked by the clerks of 
the court when one requests 
a court taxation. However, 
to assume they have done 
so is to throw yourself to 
the wolves. Recently one 
clerk even told me that 
they were not familiar with 
the Schedule of Particulars.

I urge all other debtors 
facing court action to 
empower themselves with 
the necessary information; 
read the relevant statute. If 

we know the law, we can educate the 
clerks of the courts who in turn can 
compel the courts to force  collectors to 
abide by directives in the Schedule of 
Particulars.

The costs these guys are supposed 
to charge are, for example, “neces-
sary ordinary letter, registered letter, 
facsimile or email” should cost a mere 
R18.00 and not the R100-or-so these 
guys get away with. 

How do they justify a debt that 
doubles? Mine went from R3,415.95  
to a whopping R8,180.47. 

It’s no longer about Bheki anymore, 
it’s about forcing the court to ensure 
these guys stop this, well, fraudulent 
behaviour. n
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HAROLD STRACHANLast Word

Bring good lucks. Fishy tale

I COME OUT OF HOSPITAL ALL TOTTERY 
and blinking and look about for 
a taxi. But no, think I, it’s not my 
legs that have been healed, it’s my 
lungs, so now I’ll walk home, the 

legs need the exercise and the lungs 
the deep breathing, and since it’s my 
birthday I’ll pick up some nice curried 
prawns at Palki’s takeaway for a treat. 

I step forth in a manly sort of way 
and I haven’t gone more 
than fifty paces or so when 
a taxi pulls up next to me 
and the driver says I saw 
you on the steps looking for 
a taxi and here I am. No, say 
I, I changed my mind, after 
a week in bed I need a walk. 
How far? he asks. Oh about 
a kilometre-and-a-half, say 
I, maybe two. It’s not 
possible, says he, get in. I get 
in. Where to? says taximan. 
Umm… it occurs to me that 
since I am in this cab on such 
a lovely day I might just 
take a drive to the beach and 
see what the shad anglers 
are doing. Such anglers 
are generally regarded as 
mental because when asked 
How’s the fishing? they look 
up at the sky. They’re looking 
at the moon, see, and when 
it’s up about fifty degrees 
and over to the north a bit at  
2 or 3pm, that means a high 
spring tide is turning and 
the shad will start feeding.
And if any of you blokes out 
there thinks that sounds 
a bit spooky, please ask 
a lady friend how ladies 
know to menstruate according to the 
moon. I suppose all huntsmen are 
superstitious, and these reckon if I’m 
lucky enough to be still alive on 1st 
December, my birthday and the first 
day of the shad season, then if they 
take me along to the beach they’ll 
enjoy some of my luck too, get it? 

The taxi heaves to at the base of the 
rocky groyne on the south side of the 

Umgeni mouth. The meter is ticking, 
the driver says it’s a hell of a long 
way to walk home. Never mind, say 
I, I think I see my mate Don’t-Delay 
Pillay on the beach across the river, 
give a long hoot please, and on hoot 
#2 or so ol’ Deedee turns and sees me 
and winds in his line and comes to the 
river mouth. 

The river is quite narrow but deep 

and fast, I call across to him Any 
luck? Plenty lucks, he calls back, all 
bad. Your birthday day today? Why 
you don’t come round this side and 
bring me good lucks? Nah! say I, too 
far round the bridge, I’ll just sit on 
the rocks here and bring you lucks 
across the river if you drive me home 
bimebye. I give the taximan a due sum 
of money and find a nice little patch of 

sea sand ’mongst the rocks and settle 
down there and turn on the telepathy 
to focus on Deedee. He ties a sardine 
bait on his hook and lands it right in 
the middle of a neat little shad-hollow 
in the surf, and after a bit winds in a 
dinky shad, one kg or so.

I think like anything. Live bait, I 
think, live bait, and he takes his heavy 
surf tackle with a 2-metre steel trace 

and a 5-O hook and deli-
cately threads this hook 
through the skin along the 
back of his shad and into 
the front of its dorsal fin, 
and walks thigh-deep into 
the surf and gently launches 
it. Then I turn the telep-
athy on whatever unlucky 
fish may be passing this 
way and after a while I see 
Deedee carefully drop the 
tip of his rod and tighten the 
line a bit and I know some-
thing has taken a taste of 
his shad. Wait… waaiiit… I 
think, I focus the beam 100 
perdekrag, then think NOW! 
and Deedee strikes hard and 
sets the hook and gets to 
work on something seriously 
athletic, I tell you, up and 
down the beach. When it’s 
flapping about in the shal-
lows he paddles in and grips 
its tail. A bloody great Natal 
salmon, which isn’t a salmon 
at all but something called 
Johnius Hololepidotus.

Ten kilos of fish is enough 
for the day. Deedee packs up 
and comes round the bridge 
to me. Of course I won’t take 

half, say I, when he does the comradely 
thing.  How can you present your wife 
with half a fish when you get home? 
But round about seven or so he 
appears at my flat with Mrs Deedee 
and roti in foil and aromatic Indian 
side-dishes in small bowls and a great 
pot of heavenly Hololepidotus curried 
to perfection. Happy birthday lucks, 
says Mrs Pillay. n
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SMALLSSmalls ads must be booked and paid 
for online. Book at:  
www.noseweek.co.za

SMALLS ADS
The deadline is the 24th of the month, two months prior to 
publication.
Ads are prepaid at R200 plus VAT for up to 15 words, thereafter 
R15 per word plus VAT.
Please note that multiple (long-term bookings) are now 
available online.

BOXED ADS
Boxed ads are 6cm (1 column) wide, and are charged at  R900 
for the first 3cm and R250 per additional cm (length) plus VAT.
Payment is due within 30 days of invoicing.
Please contact ads@noseweek.co.za to book or phone 021 686 0570.

DISCLAIMER
Although Noseweek does reject obviously questionable ads,  it 
can’t run checks on every ad that appears in the magazine. The 
magazine doesn’t endorse the products or services advertised 
and readers are urged to exercise normal caution when doing 
business with advertisers.

PHONE Call 021 686 0570 
with your credit card or fax  
021 686 0573 or 0866 773 650

SUBSCRIBE TO PRINT EDITION FOR R410 (12 ISSUES); ONLINE EDITION FOR 
R298 OR COMBINED PRINT AND ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION FOR JUST  R510!

Never miss an issue...Free delivery...Enjoy big savings

ONLINE Subscribe at  
www.noseweek.co.za or 
email subs@noseweek.co.za

PLEASE NOTE: Cheques are no longer accepted in payment.

 IT’S EASY TO SUBSCRIBE

FOREIGN HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 

Paris apartment Centrally located Montorgueil 
(2nd) Reasonable rates, internet, TV, etc;  
 ljgundav@gmail.com;+33  62 034 6710.
Bordeaux Self-cater in historic, river-side 
village in wine lands. From €73/night.  Go to 
www.bordeauxwinelands.com or call  
+33 97 518 8360.

LOCAL HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 

Klein Bosheuwel Bishopscourt, Klaassens 
Road, 200m from Kirstenbosch Gardens 
Rycroft gate. Tranquil B & B in an acre of 
gardens. Call 021 762 2323;  
www.kleinbosheuwel.co.za 
Arniston Stunning seafront home perched on 
cliff top overlooking beach. Breathtaking po-
sition and panoramic sea views, 5 bedrooms, 
3 en-suite, serviced; 082 706 5902.
Sedgefield one-bedroom selfcatering apart-
ment, tranquil garden estate 3km from 
Sedgefield within Goukamma Reserve. Go to 
www.sedgefieldlakeside.co.za or  
call 074 101 1927.

LOCAL PROPERTY FOR SALE

Nosing around for property in Langebaan 
or the West Coast? Call Melanie Mouton-
Creugnet 079 378 0000 or email 
melanie@sothebysrealty.co.za
Keurbooms River, Plettenberg Bay Fully fur-
nished house R1.4m. Call 083 459 9677.

FOR SALE

Tent Pro cc sells new army tents (5x5m and 
10x5m) and dome tents. Go to www.tentpro.
co.za or call Philip 082 537 2894. 
Plastic pallets bought & sold. (New 
international legislation for exporting on 
wooden pallets!  ISPM15); 
www.premierpallets.co.za or 083 756 6897. 

Tinus & Gabriel de Jongh paintings bought, 
sold and valued for estates and insurance; 
021 686 4141;  
dejongh@yebo.co.za; www.tinusdejongh.co.za
Discounted top-end perfumes Superb selec-
tion, prices and services. Go to  
www.ascotcosmetics.co.za

WANTED

Your unwanted firearms, left from deceased 
estates or simply a bother to keep?  
david.klatzow@mweb.co.za is looking for a 
variety of weapons to add to a forensic col-
lection used for research.

SERVICES

French lessons (Jhb) or translations (coun-
trywide). Sorbonne-degreed native French 
speaker from Paris. For more information 
contact christine.vaissiere@icloud.com or call 
071 356 8279.
Speech to make Let me relieve the pain. 
Call Mike 082 453 5010.
If your debts are getting you down more than 
the Zuptas, then please visit www.meerkat.co.za

LEGAL, INSURANCE & FINANCIAL

Jurgens Bekker Attorneys, Bedfordview 
Commercial and litigation. Call  
011 622 5472 or email  
jurgens@jurgensbekker.co.za 
Lawyer.co.za is a new website for members 
of the public with extensive information 
about lawyers and the law in SA. Research 
the law, or find a law firm. Also available 
in Afrikaans at www.Prokureur.co.za
Alleged forgery? Questioned signatures? 
Document fraud? FDE / handwriting 
expert Cape Town www.fdex.co.za
Old Mutual Wealth I had my funds moved 
by ACSIS to Old Mutual Wealth with no 
consultation. Anybody else who is unhappy 
with this situation, please write to  
finjo359@gmail.com

Haak Fourie Snyman 169A Bree Street, Cape 
Town. Contact us for your auditing, accounting, 
tax and estate planning requirements. Email 
hjfourie@hfsmail.co.za or call 021 424 7346.

HEALTH & FITNESS

Snore Circle The world’s smartest anti-snor-
ing device. Monitors your sleep and inter-
venes before snoring occurs. Go to 
www.snorecircle.co.za
Herbes de Provence now locally produced in 
SA. Enquiries: info@mcgregorhdp.co.za or  
082 806 6831.

LEISURE

The Stack Restaurant + Bar is Cape Town’s 
newest hideaway. Become a member today 
www.thestack.co.za
Calypso Hout Bay is the best open boat trip in 
the country. Go to www.circelaunches.co.za to 
book your trip now.

PERSONAL

Please support poor primary schools and 
vocational education. University students 
are a privileged pampered elite.
Are you a single gentleman, age 26 – 39? If 
you are seeking a young, Christian lady, 
blonde, professional and sporty, contact 
082 820 5338.
Desperately poor school ‘learners’ need your 
monetary support. Every Rand counts;
www.asf.org.za
Consolidate all your debt legally via the 
National Credit Act. End your Debt Trap & 
Never Ending Debt. Stuart 079 891 0931. 
www.debt-trap.co.za
Please donate to organisations, such as  
www.outa.co.za, that fight against abuse of 
taxpayers’ money. 

Apart from having SA’s top investigative magazine delivered to your door, you could 
also win one of five Ken Forrester wine packs. Subscribe now and stand in line to score.

CONGRATULATIONS TO SEPTEMBER WINNERS: 
Anthony Barnard, Fourways; Arnoldt van der Merwe, Moreleta Park;  
Chloe Shand,Wynberg; Debbie Law, Johannesburg; Pierre Pretorius, Montana Park




