A HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

THE CAPTURE OF THE CAPE,

1806.

I' was one glorious morning early in August that we
I started from Cape Town behind a spanking team of
nags to visit the historic battlefield of Blueberg, the
spot where the British troops landed on that fateful
January morning just a hundred years ago, and various
points of interest along the line of Sir David Baird’s
march on Cape Town. It was still pitchily dark as
Esau inspanned, but the brightness was growing over
the Hottentots Holland as we reached Maitland, and at
Milnerton the . first glimpse of the sun was heartily
welcomed, for the air had a frosty nip which the thick-
est of coats could mnot

prevail against.  Just
beyond Milnerton our
track led down to the
hard white beach, wreck
strewn and solitary.
Behind us lay Table

Mountain, springing up
like a vast island from
the sea, an isolated pic-
ture, marvellously clear
in the pure morning
air.  From this view-
point one realises that,
after all, the old people
who drew such weird
sketches of the Moun-
tain were not so far
out in their 1ideas.
Those who live con-
tinually under the im-
mediate shadow of the

Table have little idea
of its aspect from the
Blueberg  beach, ten
miles away. Peaks and
pinnacles, kloofs —and
gorges, wear a new

aspect, and it was evi-
dently from this coast
that the old artists loved
to work out their pic-
tures.  The drive 1s
glorious.  Our horses’
feet splash in the last
ripples of the great
waves which break in everlasting thunder on the strand;
the wheels skim lightly over the hard, smooth surface,
for it is low tide. High and dry on the beach, embedded
deep in the sands, are the timbers of many a fine old
ship which has battered to death on this dangerous
shore. At Salt River Mouth the boatman, on a clear
day, can look down at the wreck of the old “Haarlem,”
which went down with all her guns and treasure. There
the guns lie, slowly rusting away, but some day we may
hope they will be hauled up from their watery gra\"e

MAJOR-GENERAL SIR DAVID BAIRD, G.C.B.,
Commanding the British Forces at the capture of the Cape, 1806.

and find a fit resting place in the Museum. In 1647 the
“Haarlem ” went to the bottom, but we of South Africa
owe her a debt of gratitude, for it was, after all, her
loss which led to the settlement of the Colony. Irom
Salt River Mouth to Melkbosch Point the curious may
count the remains of some forty wrecks, many almost
unrecognisable. The “Hermes” is rapidly breaking to
pieces. Just beyond her lies the “Akbar,” the stump of
her main mast alone remaining above water to tell of
her whereabouts. They say that from time to time
desperate attempts have been made to dig out treasure
from the sand heaps
which mark the resting
place of many a fine
old Dutch East India-
man. DBut no one has
ever reaped much profit
from such ventures, and

those who know say
that the treasure seeker
would probably sink

more gold in the quick-
sands than he would
ever get out of them.
Leaving the *“ Her-
mes ' far behind
halted for a moment at
Riet Vlei, where Jans-
sens attempted to rally
his routed troops after
the Dbattle, and still
following the tide level
we ambled gently
through the tiny village
of Blueberg Strand. A
dozen houses face the
Atlantic, some of them
dating back almost to
the time of the battle.

we

All  were  empty and
silent now save one,
for it is only in the
summer months that

visitors come down for
a holiday. The Stadler
Brothers, whose grand-
father, they say, fought
in the battle, were at home, and provided welcome
coffee, pointing out, too, the route to Melkbosch, and
soon we were off again once more.

At half-past ten we were abreast of the Blueberg,
which, rising sheer to a height of three hundred feet
from the surrounding dunes, is a landmark for many
miles. Just beyond it is Melkbosch Point, jutting out
a hundred yards into the Atlantic, and forming with the
curve of the mainland, a tiny bay, the actual scene of
the British debarkation on January 6, 1806. A dangerous

[ 49 | G



MEN OF
reef of low rocks runs far out in a curving line, and even
on this calm day, without a breath stirring, the rollers
sweeping towards the shore were tremendous. The eye
searches for a spot where the landing might safely
be carried out, and you find it by a dangerous and
tortuous course through the rocks. Small wonder that
on that eventful day a hundred years ago a boatload of
soldiers should have capsized and thirty-six men been
drowned. Round the little bay is a fringe of low sand
dunes, thickly covered with prickly gorse. It was along
these hills that a few Dutch sharpshooters were placed
to observe the DBritish movements and to harass the
landing, but thev did little execution, only one soldier
being killed and three officers and three men wounded.
And here we may branch off from the account of the
locality to tell in connected order the events which led
to the Dritish expedition and its successful issue. The
reader will forgive a brief excursion into history. We
promise that it shall be very brief. Originally captured
by the British after the little skirmish at Muizenberg in

1795, the Cape Colony was handed back “in full
sovereignty 7 to the Batavian Republic under the Peace

of Amiens, and on I'ebruary 20, 1803, the British flag
was hauled down at the Castle. General Janssens, a
distinguished Dutch officer, who had seen much service
in the Napoleonic wars, was appointed to the command
at the Cape, where he speedily became loved and
honoured by Dutch and DBritish residents alike. Mean-
while Napoleon’s designs on India were assuming more
definite shape. While the negotiations for the Peace of
Amiens were actually in progress he had despatched
General Decaen and Admiral Linois with a powerful
fleet, with secret instructions to make use of the Cape
or Mauritius as a point d'appui. Decaen arrived at the
Cape in FIebruary 1803, and reported that the Dutch
officials were in their usual state of lethargy; the forti-
fications had not been repaired, and many of the inhabi-
tants, and even of the officials themselves, “were devoted
to the English.” He left for India three months later.
Montigny, his lieutenant, in a despatch which found its
way into the hands of the British, wrote to the French
Government :—*“ L’'importance de cette Colonie ne peut
manquer de fixer l'attention de notre Gouvernment
éclairé.”

Mr. Holland Rose, the great Napoleonic authority,
has asked:—“Is it too much to presume that the
despatch of this expedition under the command of a pro-
nounced Anglophobe, decided our Government to thwart
Napoleon’s plans by an immediate declaration of war ?
That our Government thenceforth attached the greatest
importance to the acquisition of the Cape is clear from
our Foreign Office records. There is a draft of a pro-
posed Treaty with Prussia, dated October 27, 1803, the
third article of which stipulates that at the end of the
present war against Napoleon no question should be
raised by our allies as to the retention by Great Britain
of Malta and the Cape of Good Hope.” “I believe,” adds
Mr. Rose (“English Historical Review,” January 1900),
“that this is the earliest indication of our fixed deter-
mination to reconquer and to keep that Colony, the
importance of which had bzen so unmistakably pointed
out by Decaen’s expedition.” Napoleon’s relations
with the Cape should form an interesting bypath of
historical research on the lines Mr. Holland Rose has
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indicated, and, as a matter of fact, the writer knows of
a good deal of valuable material in the Cape Archives
bearing on the whole subject, which Mr. Leibrandt has
already prepared, and which will no doubt one day see
the light. _

This by the way. We have now shown the historical
reasons which led Great DBritain to decide on re-taking
the Cape. The rest of our narrative may be devoted to
an account of the operations themselves. Considering
how close we are to the scene of the battle and how
considerable an affair it was, it is astonishing that the
general facts are so little known by the public. Let us
try and reconstruct the situation as it must have been in
Cape Town a hundred years ago, when the good citizens
awoke one morning to learn the startling news that a
British fleet was on its wayv to South Africa. Just a
year before rumours of a similar expedition had been
current, and at that time, in General Janssens’ words,
“the zeal and loyalty of the armed burghérs enabled the
Government to bring a corps into the field composed of
all sorts and conditions of men, full of good will and
moderately well provided with most of the necessaries
required. Now,” continues the General in his statement
to the Batavian Government, ‘“the means were slighter
both in men and necessaries . . . . his troops were
miserably clad. . After a year’s scarcity of bread a
new harvest was at hand, which it was necessary to
reap. The very last of the provisions which had been
collected for the troops at several points had been con-
sumed, and every day the Government would joyfully
congratulate itself if it knew that the capital was sure
of its bread on the morrow.” Cape Town, in fact, was
on the verge of starvation, and at the time of the
capitulation there were barely two days’ supplies in

hand. On Boxing Day, 18035, a Dutch merchantman
arrived with European mnewspapers bringing startling
news. A powerful DBritish fleet, it was rumoured, was

on its way to attack the Cape. The news spread
through the town like wildfire. The peaceful citizens
were galvanised into sudden and prodigious activity.
The Parade echoed every day to the tramp of soldiers
and armed burghers, hastily drilling, exercising, and
going through military evolutions under the practised
eye of the General. Wives and children were hastily
despatched inland to Stellenbosch and other centres.
Anxious eyes were turned hourly to the signal station
on the Rump. ‘Troops marched hastily to Simonstown,
Camp’s Bay, Nordhoek and other points. Rusty old
muskets were unearthed and polished up. At the labora-
tory in the Castle men were set to work making
cartridges. Guns were mounted and trained. In fact
never was there such a polishing up, a refurbishing
of old arms, a running to and fro. Some hardy person
had the audacity to publish a statement in the “ Govern-
ment Gazette’—how it got there is a mystery—declaring
that Dbets were being freely laid in the Castle that the
British flag would be hoisted there by January 1. One
wonders whether the printer was prosecuted for treason.
So much for the preparations. Janssens knew his task
was hopeless, as we shall presently show; but he was
not the man to shrink from his duty.

Cape Town was not given a long respite. At eight
o'clock on the morning of January 4, only nine days
after the first rumours arrived from Europe, the signal-
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man on the Rump reported that a large fleet was in
sight, bearing for Cape Town. An hour later a scout
posted on the summit of the Lion’s Head came down in
a hurry confirming the news. The alarm guns of the
Castle were fired, and from point to point they were
answered. Across the Bay the signal was answered from
one of the Blueberg Hills. Thence from hill to hill the
news was carried by signal gun, just as in the days of
the Armada England woke to arms as the beacon fires
spread the tidings from Edgecumbe to Skiddaw. In
response to the signals the burghers left their lonely
farms. From Stellenbosch a gallant little squad of
cavalry hastened to the capital.

As yet the exact strength of the fleet was uncertain.
The signalman on the Lion’s Head had announced that
there were “twenty on the horizon and as many out of
sight.” Surely he inust have been an Irishman. One
who was in" Cape Town at the time—long since dead,
poor fellow !—has told us of the scene. “Officials and
citizens gathered  in the squares discussing the news.
Those who were young and active at once scrambled up
the height of Lion’s Hill, and some of the more aged
followed, blowing and dragging their stout corpuses up
its steep acclivities. The spectacle which met their gaze
was novel and astounding.  The day was a warm
summer one, and the air was as clear as those only who
our South African climate can conceive. West-
ward, whither all eyes were directed, the expanse of
unruffled ocean was at intervals streaked with dazzling
sunbeams, beyond which the strained vision of the
observers descried a number of vessels, aided by a gentle
but favourable breeze, standing in towards them. In a
short time the nearest of the vessels were distinctly seen.
They were large, heavy ships with threatening broad-
sides, and their decks crowded with men, and the Union
Jack floating from them told their nationality and their
character. They were English warships. They approached
the port perceptibly every minute, and gradually their
number was seen to increase, as another and another
came up on the horizon, until a fleet of some sixty sail
was in sight and could be plainly counted.”

This was the expedition which had sailed from Cork
on September 2, under the supreme command of Major-
General Sir David Baird. It consisted of the 24th, 38th
and 83rd regiments, commanded by Brigadier-General
Beresford ; the 7ist, 72nd and 93rd, under DBrigadier-
General Ferguson ; three companies of the Royal Artil-
lery, under General Yorke; and two squadrons of the
20th Light Dragoons. At Madeira it was joined by the
59th regiment. The Naval force, under that harum-
scarum fellow, Sir Home Popham-—one of the last of
the old school of British seamen—included two sixty-
four gun ships, one of fifty guns, two frigates, a sloop
of war, and two gun-brigs. In all there were some
seventy sail. Irom Madeira the fleet had crossed over
to the Brazil coast, taking on board some horses at San
Salvador, and thence made direct for the Cape, anchor-
ing between Robben Island and the Blueberg, as we have
already seen, on the evening of January 4.

So much for the voyage. We may now take up the
official narrative, and briefly tell how the landing was
effected. A stiff westerly gale was blowing, and the
surge was so heavy that there seemed little prospect of
effecting a landing that night. General Baird detached

know
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a portion of the fleet with the frigate “ Leda” to make
a demonstration of landing at Camp’s Bay, and General
Janssens hastily despatched a small force to harass any
such operations. However, nothing was actually done
until the early morning of the s5th, when General
Beresford’s brigade made an attempt to land. The sea,
however, was found to break with such violence that it
was thought prudent to desist, and General Baird, in his
anxiety to effect a landing without delay, sent Beresford
up to Saldanha Bay, intending to follow with the rest
of the fleet next day. The General feared that at any
moment reinforcements for the Cape might arrive in one
of the French fleets which had been fitted up for the
purpose in Europe, and so delay was extremely danger-
ous. Happily, the westerly wind began to abate very
shortly after Beresford had left for Saldanha, and on the
morning of the 6th of January Sir Home Popham was
able to report that a landing might be effected at
Lospard’s Bay—by the way the little inlet has lost its
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name by this time, and is known as Melkbosch—without
any great danger. A light brig was accordingly run
ashore to act as a breakwater, and at half-past twelve
the signal to land was given. “The jov that was mani-
fested in the countenance of every officer,” says Home
Popham in his despatch, “ heightened the characteristic
ardour of the troops, and under an anxiety probably to
be first on shore, induced them to urge the boats to
extend their line of beach further than was prudent, and
occasioned the loss of one boat with a party of the g3rd
regiment.” It was over set on a bank of shore weed and
every soul was lost, thirty-six men in all.

Viewing the scene on a calm morning in August one
marvels that the landing could have been effected with
so slight a loss. The neighbouring country seems speci-
ally favourable to a fairly determined resistance.  Yet
the guns of the fleet seem to have driven off the sharp-

shooters despatched by General Janssens to the scene,

with the greatest possible ease, and as we have already
seen, the loss they inflicted on the British was trifling.

5
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At eight o'clock in the evening the surf had increased
once more, and the landing was suspended, but the
following morning the remainder of the troops were
landed, “when,” says Sir David Baird, “the extraordinary
obstacles to all intercourse with the fleet, which nothing
but the courage and perseverance of British seamen
could surmount, barely enabled us to obtain the indis-
pensable supplies of water and provisions for immediate
subsistence.” A brief rest on the shore enabled the men
to recover a little from their exertions, which all accounts
agree were prodigious ; and early the following morning,
January 8, the troops moved off exultantly across the
sand hills to the inland shoulder of the Blueberg.
Five hundred marines, drawn from the various ships of
war, cheerfully undertook to drag the guns across the
difficult country. Heavy sand, interspersed with dense,
prickly bush and deep gorse, impeded the march at
everv step, but the troops were in splendid spirits, and
showed the greatest dash in spite of their slackness
after a long sea voyage. Perhaps our purpose will
best be served if we proceed to give a narrative of
the battle from two points of view. General Baird's
description is a little pompous, and is inclined to exag-
gerate the strength of the Dutch forces. A better account
is given by Captain Carmichael, of the 72nd Regiment,
who took part in the action, and has told the story in
very graphic language.

“When we arrived on the crest of the hill (Blue-
berg),” he writes, “we perceived the enemy drawn up
on the other side. Our disposition was soon made.
We were formed in echelons of brigades; the left or
Highland brigade being about two hundred yards in
advance of the other. In this relative position we
advanced, sometimes in line, at others in file from the
heads of companies, according to the nature of the
ground. We no sooner arrived within range of the
enemy’s artillery than he opened his fire upon us from
twenty field-pieces, which were advanced considerably in
front of his line. The action on our side was begun by
the grenadiers of the a4th regiment, sent to dislodge
a body of mounted riflemen, which occupied a rising
ground on our right flank. This duty the grenadiers
performed with great intrepidity, but not without serious
loss—Captain Foster being killed on the spot, and fifteen
men either killed or wounded. The line in the mean-
time continued to advance over a tract of ground where
we were buried up to the middle in heath and prickly
shrub.  Owing to some misconception of orders we
began firing before we had arrived within killing distance
of the enemy; but this error was speedily corrected by
the rapidity of our movements, which alarmed him so
much that by the time we came within a hundred yards
of his position he began to retreat. This he effected in
very good order, for, to tell the truth, we were in no
condition to molest him. Fresh from the cool, bracing
climate of Ireland, then cooped up for five months on
board of crowded transports, a march of six hours across
the scorching sands of Africa exhausted us to such a
degree that even the exhilarating sight of a flying enemy
could not prevent immense numbers escaping to the rear.
Our force of every description in this action was about
five thousand men, that of the enemy three thousand.
The loss was nearly equal, being about three hundred in
killed and wounded. After the engagement we advanced
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as far as Riet Valley, where we received from the fleet a
supply of provisions and water. Next morning we marched
on towards Cape Town, and had approached within a
few miles of it when we were met by a flag of truce,
demanding a cessation of hostilities for forty-eight hours
in order to arrange terms of capitulation. Sir David
Baird returned for answer that they should have six
hours only, and that if the place was not surrendered by
the end of that period he should enter it by storm in
the course of the night. This menace had the desired
effect, and the 59th regiment marched in that evening
and took possession of the lines. The rest of the troops
lay on their arms at the mouth of the Salt River until
three o’clock p.m. next day, at which hour the British flag
was hoisted on the Castle, a Royal salute was fired by the
ships of war, and the Highland brigade marched to
Wynberg. We thus without much difficulty got posses-
sion of the capital, but Janssens was still unsubdued.
After the action of Blueberg he had retired with his
whole force to the pass of Hottentot’s Holland Kloof,
where he designed to establish himself in such a manner
as should cut off the communication of Cape Town
with the interior. With a view to dislodge him from
this stronghold the Highland brigade and the 59th
regiment marched on the 13th to Stellenbosch, and were
followed in a few days by Sir David Baird in person.
After some preliminary overtures between the two
Generals a negotiation was set on foot which terminated
in the formal cession of the whole Colony to the
British arms.”

We may supplement this account with a sentence or
two from General Baird’s despatch to the Government.
“It 1s utterly impossible,” he wrote, “to convey to your
Lordship any adequate idea of the obstacles which
opposed this advance, and retarded the success of our
army ; but it is my duty to inform your Lordship that
the nature of the country—a deep, heavy and arid land,
covered with shrubs scarcely pervious to light infantry,
and, above all, the total privation of water under the
effects of a burning sun, had nearly exhausted our gallant
fellows in the moment of victory, and with the utmost
difficulty were we able to reach the Riet Vlei, where we
took our position for the night. A considerable portion
of the provisions and accessories with which we started
had been lost during the action, and we occupied our
ground under an apprehension that even the great exer-
tions of Sir Home Popham and the Navy could not
relieve us from starvation.”

Turn we now to the very full and complete narrative
penned by General Janssens himself, and forwarded to
the authorities in Holland through the courtesy of
General Baird. For the translation I am indebted to
the courtesy of Mr. H. C. V. Leibrandt, Keeper of the
Cape Archives.  After some preliminary observations
on the composition of his force, &c., General Janssens
writes :—

“On the 7th the army commenced its march towards
the enemy at six o'clock. The left wing in the Downs
consisted of two companies of Hottentot light infantry,
the two other companies having been detached to
Muizenberg and Simon’s Bay; the light battalion of
light cavalry, a detachment of burgher cavalry under
Wium ; a portion of the light dragoons. The centre, on
the right side of the downs in the plain, to consist of
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the 22nd battalion of infantry, the sth battalion of
Waldeck, the French marines, and the whole of the
artillery. The right wing, further in the plain, consisted
of a squadron of light dragoons, the mounted artillery,
the light cavalry of Waldeck, and the burgher cavalry
of Schoeman, whilst that under Linden had been sent
forward to Blueberg in order to observe the enemy. At
nine o'clock a halt was made. The General and his staff
went to reconnoitre the enemy as near as they could
approach, and found various regiments encamped in the
downs between Blueberg and the sea under cover of the
batteries of their ships. They estimated the number to
be already fully 600 (?6,000). From Lieutenant Klapp
at Saldanha Bay '‘news had also been received that a
hostile fleet had entered that bay too, and was making
preparations for landing. He received orders to retire
on Stellenbosch, should it be necessary, but as much as
possible to observe the enemy with the detachment under
him, consisting of fifteen men.

“At three o'clock p.m. the army made a forward
movement towards the Blueberg valley plain, and there
took up a position with the necessary precautions. The
General had irrevocably decided in his own mind to
attack the enemy whatever its strength might be, but in
the position in which it was this was not very prac-
ticable because of the downs between the sea and the
Blueberg, for the troops would for a short distance and
for a long while be exposed to the fire of the hostile
ships before they could approach the enemy, who was
at the same time in the position of being able to refuse
to fight and leave us exposed to the fire of his ships in
a wide low kloof, with Blueberg on the left and a lower
hill on the right. However, it did not appear impossible
to attack him, although we could not avoid the fire
from the ships before reaching him, or prevent that
portion that had landed, should it refuse to fight,
from retiring to the left, and so frustrating our enterprise
and turning it completely against those who had under-
taken it. However, having been informed that more
than a thousand men had landed at Saldanha Bay, and
it being possible that the same thing might have
occurred elsewhere also, any delay in making the attack
could bring with it no other than dishonouring results.

“The General was fully convinced in his own mind
that victory was impossible, but the honour of the
Fatherland required him to fight, whatever the result
must be, and for this he fixed the following morning,
instructing the commanding officers regarding the move-
ments to be made, concealing from all excepting two
persons, of whom one was the French Colonel, ex-
Commandant of the frigate ¢Atalante,” the hopeless
condition of affairs, and endeavouring to instil into all
that confidence without which no battle can ever be
fought successfully. :

“In the evening, between eight and ten o’clock, the
hostile fleet opened a heavy fire behind us on the Riet
Vlei, where our ammunition and ambulance had been
placed, but the burgher cavalry Captain, van Reenen, had
those removed in such a manner that no real damage
was done. The sound sense of some officers, both burgher
and military, who were at the advanced posts, afforded
the General the assurance that he would at once and
without delay be informed in plain language of any
hostile movements, and hence the slight rest enjoyed
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by the main battalion of the army was not disturbed,
although at twelve o’clock at night a false alarm was
heard in the downs and a heavy musket fire foilowed,
while at the same time confused reports were heard
about the enemy approaching through the downs, although
there was no probability that he would do so. The
General having already evidence of the intrepidity and
intelligence of the Second Burgher Cavalry, Captain
Linde, and the lieutenant of the Light Cavalry, Albertus,
sent them with some burghers and dragoons to reconnoitre.
By good management, but not without danger, they
restored order. The Captain had been called by a
European sergeant, who had with some Hottentot soldiers
under him become intoxicated at the important furthest
outpost on the beach.

“On the 8th, the day fixed for the battle, the troops
were in arms at three o’clock in the morning. The
European corps consisted of persons of all languages and
nationalities from the other hemisphere brought together
here, and not less mutually unlike, for they commenced
with the most respectable children of the Colony, and
included even Eastern and Mozambique slaves. The
General called the commanding officers together and
ordered them, if it could be done without danger, to
proceed together in company with the French Colonel
and naval Captain, Gaudin Bouchier, to the spots where
on the previous day he had been able so clearly to
observe the hostile force, that they might acquaint
themselves with the position of the enemy and the
character of the ground; whilst the French sea captain
was to judge of what the hostile fleet might or might
not be able to execute. In the meanwhile the little
army, its battalions commanded by the officers second in
command, was to be placed in the position it was
required to occupy before the attack, where it would be
rejoined by its commanding officers, who would then be
fully cognisant of everything.

“This arrangement having been agreed to, reports
were received from burgher Captain Linden before it
was even possible to give effect to it, that the enemy
was advancing. ‘This made no other difference than
that we on our side also advanced towards the enemy,
without having effected the intended reconnoitre. At
four o'clock we saw the enemy before our right wing
commencing to form their order of battle. Whatever his
object might have been on that side it was clear that
he did not intend to abandon the protection of or
communication with his ships, and would therefore
occupy the whole space as far as the sea. To appear as
if covering the whole hostile front it was necessary to
change ours by an eighth of a circle, which was effected
in the best order. In our order of battle the following
positions were taken. The major portion of the squadron
of light dragoons and artillery was stationed on the
right wing, and likewise intended if possible to attack
the left flank of the enemy. The gth battalion light
cavalry with two howitzers and three six-pounders, the
22nd battalion infantry, the French Marines, and the
5th Battalion Hottentot Light Infantry, three six-pounders
and six one-pounder guns of the Javanese artillery; the
light Waldeck cavalry and further the burgher company
of Linde and Human, and the division of Wium. As
circumstances required, the pieces were taken from the
line and placed where they were necessary. Irom the

[ 53 1]



MEN OF
sea to the downs as far as the mountains not
than fifty men could be stationed, namely, twenty light
cavalry and thirty Hottentots, who, placed far apart
from each other, could only form a chain of videttes.
Captain Linden and Human had set off with a small
portion of hardy burghers, and occupied the height
itself. Had we drawn up in battle array properly and
closely we should only have made one point before an
extended line. The cavalry therefore stood right and
left in a single row, a wide space being left between
the men. The infantry were drawn up in two lines,
and a space was likewise made between the men, whilst
the gaps between these small corps, for the reasons
given, and because the enemy could not bring a large
number of cavalry against us, remained very large.

“At five o'clock the enemy attacked the left wing in
order to be able to penetrate through and along the
downs into the mountains. They had more horses than
we could expect. These had been taken on board at
San Salvador. Six guns wese brought to bear against
us, and at first their howitzers were exclusively directed
against our centre, where the General and his staff had
taken their position a few paces before the line. The
French Captain Ricard, who happened tc be here from
the Isle of France, had at his own request been joined
to it. The first howitzer struck his horse, and the
General had the satisfaction to perceive that this did
not in the slightest degree intimidate either him or any
other officers of the staff or others who surrounded him
at the time or afterwards at the following throws.
Colonel Henry was almost always at his side; the
adjutant, Rancke, likewise, or wherever duty called that
zealous officer. All the officers, in fact, displayed a
coolness and calm which I believe cannot be surpassed
among any troops. All received the orders as on parade
and conveyed them quickly and distinctly. When the
General observed that by standing around him so closely
their danger was unnecessarily increased and that this
might act injuriously on what was still to be done, they
retired with reluctance, because not one of them would
even dare the sentence of having lessened the danger or
being desirous of doing so. '

“One of the first howitzers struck the right wing of
Waldecks, and created more sensation there than he, the
General, expected. More howitzers fell in that corps, but
the soldiers did not appear to answer the opinion which
their brave conduct, especially in the campaign of 1794,
had earned for them. Before the firing commenced, but
after the enemy had plainly revealed itself to all eyes,
the General rode along the line and addressed each
company in the manner he believed would be most
effectual for each. All cried out with enthusiasm, ‘huzza,’
but the soldiers of Waldeck cheered with less warmth.
He had, however, great expectations of the troops in
general, and many fully realised them, for without show-
ing any kind of fear they beheld an overwhelming force
before them much larger than the number estimated the
day before, as all had not then been visible. Beside a
large corps of cavalry, although not yet mounted, and
the artillery, there were the 24th, 38th, 59th, 71st, 72nd,
83rd, and g3rd regiments of infantry (one, however, was
not in the battle, but in Saldanha Bay). These trocps
were the picked men of the English Army, and many of
the regiments were far above their usual complement of

more
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men, but as if that were not enough; there were some
hundreds of marines and a thousand sailors armed with
pikes, a part of whom were employed in dragging the
guns.

“Returning to that portion of the narrative which
mentions the commencement of the battle, we now add
that the fire of the cannon became general. Our artillery
burghers and light cavalry caused the enemy great loss,
and even compelled some companies to adopt other
movements. A very fine and numerous Scotch corps
approached in front of our infantry, and discharged a
full round, but at too great a distance, so that the
musket balls hardly hit anyone. As regards the result
which the General had pictured to himself from the
commencement, this was the most fortunate thing that
could have happened, as his object was to let them
approach to within a few yards in order to fire into
them a murderous general volley, from our side, but the
Waldeck battalion began to give way in disorder.
Thereupon the General threw himself among them, con-
juring them by their former renown, the honour of
Germany and of Waldeck, their beloved Prince, and
whatever more he was able to adduce, to remain firm,
and to show that they were soldiers worthy of the name.
But neither this nor the request of their officers availed
the least. They did not retreat but fled shamefully, and
had he, the General, remained a longer time amongst
them they might have dragged him along with them for
a while in their flight. He therefore left the cowards
and joined the braver French, who were still maintain-
ing their ground. Seeing, to his soul’s distress, that the

-left wing of the 22nd battalion was giving way, he called

on them also to stand firm, and they both heard and
obeved him. DBut the disorder had become too general
to enable us to restore the line, and the French, deserted
right and left, were finally also compelled to retreat
with heavy loss. Colonel Gaudin Bouchier and the
officer Du Belloy, a nephew of the Archbishop of Paris,
held their ground the longest, and the last named was
severely wounded. Riding further straight along the
line the General found the Grenadiers and Chasseurs
also retreating, but not flying. The dragoons had formed
together, and upon-his order marched off. He sent the
Adjutant-General Rancke, and later Colonel Henry, in
advance to the Riet Vlei in order to rally the retreating
troops and to form a new position there, whilst with
the officers who were around him, and who were joined
by the Director and Chief of the hospitals, R. de Klerk
Dibbetz, he kept in the rear of the retreating columns.

“The cool, calm bravery of those who belonged to
the staff was the same as when the battle commenced.
His aide-de-camp, the meritorious  cavalry Captain
Verkouteren, had a bullet through the side; the Com-
mandant of Artillery, Staffens, was also wounded, but less
seriously ; the Irench Captain Ricard had two horses
shot under him. A ball hit the General on his side, but
struck against something which he had in his waistcoat
pocket. He was therefore not wounded. The officers of
the staff begged him not to expose himself further
unnecessarily, as they believed that his presence might
effectually promote the restoration of order among the
troops.

“QOur artillery had been most remarkably brave.
Only one piece of those in charge of Second Lieutenant
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ARTICLES of CAPITULATION, . g P E e BN ey & el
propgled by the Licut. Colonie irero” | The Invabicants of Cape Taw“ Wk be éxy " Alle ter gocdef, iie, parch s, Higcoe

nimus  Caffmyvus vor Prophatow,
Coninandart o] the Towp, Cajte
& civcum acent Fortificationsof the
Capé of Govd Hape

° ;
The' Major Genera? ix thé Jervick, of.
iy srirannick Majefly, Str Daved.
Basrd K C., Commandey in Chief
of His hafefly's Forces, and Com-
‘modore Si» Home Pophum K. M.
Commanaer in Chiefey His Britan-
nick Mafefly's Naval Fovces in Ta~
¥/e Bay. '

ART. I, ¢ YR

e Capitulation bewg figned, the Cape

Town, Caille & ciruumfacent Fortitica-
tions sha!l be immediately furrendered: o the
Troops of His Britannick Majefty. — The {orufi-
gations of the King's Block-Houfe , Craig’s To-:
“wer, and all the Butteries within that circuit —
andon the other fide of Cathps Bay." i

2 7

"\ Thegarrifon sha!l -at thé¢ furrénder, march out
withall the honours of war, — “@nd shall then
lay down their a:ms , and beceme Prifoners ot
wary but fueh Otficers as are natives ofthe Co-
lony, or married with patives, or in posfesfion

of fufficiem Landed property to'beceme regular
1y , & Bons-fide domicihated , shall be at liberty
-gocontifine here fo long asthey tehave themfel-
ves as becometh good Surj-cts & Citizens ol
proceed to Great Briwain with regular passports,
‘& havibg previously pasfed toeir parole not to
ferve until regularly exchanged. i

8 3. X & e
/All Officers Who, according to the previous
article must go'to Europe, fhall be provided
with pasfuges at the cxpenfe of His Britannick
‘Majetty, and_fhall have leave to_ realifé their
Property previous 1o their Duparture, and res
cuive the fame Pay as they did jn their own
fervice, tll the day of thefr embatkaiom

" “The French SuB_’,eétt Wb, belphgwig to_ the
franded Fggae /' Ara’ante, and the ftranded
Privatecy /s Napoleon , Werc cafyally here and
comprehended in the Capitulazionfhall, be treated
on the tame footing as the Gariifpn 3 but they
must -all be embarkek- for Europe <as well as
every other Freneh Subj:€t inthe Colony.
AT G
The Inhabitants of “the Town, wfw have:
bo'ne arms, to be confidered as-belonging o
the: Town, and may ilmnedia:ely'rcluyn to their
formog ogeupations.. o
. But the Jilfinction between the Burghers apd
ther’ Inhabitants is to remain 'the fame,- and
§ubje‘& to the fame rillriclions as under the Dutch
‘Laws. o ' >

6 . ’
Al Bona-fide firivate poperty whether belon-
pi g to the Civil or DMilitary Servynts of the.
Geveramest, to the Burghers and [nhabifants,
to Churches, Orphans, and other public lnfti--
‘wions of that kind, (bail, remain free and un-
tou. hed. R >

7 .

Publick property of every discription , whether
confisting of Tieafure, or Naval ¢r Milgaty.
Stores, Buildings, Estizvsqr Merchandizes b=
longing to the Batavian' Repusiick or the G-
veinment of France, fhall be faithfuily deli- |
vered up, and proper Inventories given of |
them as foon as posfivle,

The Burghersand Inhabitants shall préferve‘all
their Rizhts and Privileges which they' have en-
joyed hitherto, publick Worshipias at prefent in”
nfe, shadl alfo be maintained without alteration.

The ‘Papcr-Money, a&ully in ¢jrfulation ,
fhall continue current @8 heretofore, until the
pleafure of His Brilam;igk Majesty +is kuown,

0. Y ;
,The Lands ‘and Houfes , ‘the Proparty of :ﬁe  firande Fregae 2 Aralante, gn den gi@ram{en

Batavian Republick, which must be delivered
up in confequence of the prefent Capitulation ,
¥hall remain as fecurity forthat part of the Paper
¥oney wlich is not already fccured by Mon-
gages upon the’ Esatesof individuals, by it ha-
ving been byt to them. Thisis however to be
‘without prejudica fo.the free ufe 10 bé made of
the f2id Lands and Houfes for publick purpofes.
N QPO ¢ | w % oz
Prifoners.of r;:,u comprehended inthe prefent
Capitulation, fhail not be pressed into His Bri-
tannjek Majesty’sfervice, “orengaped apaingt
their own free’ will, agd confent. With ref, e&
to other Perfons, thoy are provided fer in Ary
gic'= _ 5th of this pitulktien,

v o5 re

!

emgpted from having:Troopé quartered on them

¢ ~ <13 is
“Two Ships having been {usk in Table Bay.,}!

to the great detriment of the Roaditead — ei
thér aftér the’ Batavian Republick had fent out
2 Flag oL Trucey-or Whilst-it-Was-ingtas
plation to do fo, they are to be raiied azain
and delivered over in an entiré fate of repair;
this having been done withow the fan&ian o
the Commandaet, the raifing of the faid Ships y

ok thetg !

fhall be incumoent on thdfe who fu

> 14. = !

“This Capitulation fhall be figned at four o’clocki

this afternoon, when the, Castle of thed™ Cape !

Tecwn, and all the adjacent Forts previously :

mentioned, hall be furrehderéd to His Britan-

nick Majesty’s Troops o) ;

Given under our Hands & Sepls his tenth day

of January inthe Year of our Lord one thouy-,

fand cight hundred & fix, at Papendorp, near’
Foit Knokke. T

(Signed) N

H. € Baron von PRdP,HAéOW.

: sy

C
D BAIRD, Mujer Gen. 'J')
HOME POPHAM. =
LS .
Executed in the prefence of

(Signed) 9. A TRUTER.
F PALMER, .

ARTICULEN van CAPITULATIE
voosgeficld duvor den Lietienant Co-
wone! Hieroninmus Cafimirus yom
Prophalow, Camnandant van e
Sred, Citodel en daarom legnende
Sierkiens van de Kaop de Goede
Lvop. 3 4 .

! Aan - .

-Den -Major Gencraal in diease van
< Zyne Groot Brsstanyijche Majefie ,
Sir David Ramd, Copmandanten
Clef van Lyne (sroot Briteinche
Majefleits Trevpen , en den Conmo-
aure, Siv Home Popham . Comman-
d.unt en Chef van Zyne Grovt brig-
cannifche Blajfleits Navale Mache

.- adm de lafeloauy z

- . ART L.

:l*e;nond va, bet tekenon der Capitulatie, zal
de Kaapliad, Citatel en omleggends Sterks

ten, aan ac Troupes van Zyne: Groot Brittanni-

‘ehe Majeflcit worden overgegeeven; de Fore

uficaticn van ’s Konings Blokhuis, Craig's§Too-

ren en aile de Batweryen o dien onuiek en 2an

de anaeyg zyde derCampsbaay. .

; TR

Het-Guaraifoen. zal by de .overgaaf met alle
Kiyys Eer uiurckken, bonpe Wapenen alsdan
ncderivggen on Kiygsgevangenen zyn § duch
zodanize Officieren als Inbooringen der Coios
nie , ol met [ubeorlingen gerrouwd , dan-wel
in bezit van genocgzaam kanldeEigendomzyn,
om behoorlyk ¢n ter goeder trouw logezete-
nen teworden, zullen vryheid hebben zo linge
zlhier tc verblyven ais 2y zich , gelyk goede On-
-derdganen en Bursers b.taamt, gearagsn zule
len,. of met behoorlyke Paspoerten naar Groot
Britinnien te vergekken, navoorafhun woord
vanecrte hebben gegeven van nict te zul'en dice
nen ot dut 2y behoorlyk zullen uigewisfsid zyn,

Aan alle Officieres .sdie. volgens het voors
gaande Articul, naar Luropa moeten vertreks
ken, zal pasfaze worden bezorgd ten koste
van Zyne Groqt Brittannifche Majefteit, “met
vriyheid om hunne Eigendommen voor hun
vertrek-te realifcerfen, ‘en zullen dezeltde foldy
als in hunne éigen d'{engl’. tot den dag van
bunne embarcatic ontvargen.,: "~ .

De F;ar;.{;:he Oude;dz'anén. die van ho} gee

Kaper /e Napoleon,” zich toevallig alhier 'héb-
ben bevonden, en onder dgze Capitulatie be-
greepen zyn, Zzullen op gelyken voct als het
Gugbifoen worden behandeld, doch zy mde-
ten alle na Europa worden geémbarqueerd, zo
wel als elke Franfche Onderdaan in de Colonie.

- Bh o
De Ingezetenen der Stad die Wapenen heb-
ben gedragens, zullen wordeg geconfidereerd als
tot de Stad tesbehooren’, ‘en Kunnen “terflond

tot hunhe vorige bézigheden teruzkeeren ; doch:
raetondérfeheid wslichéh de BUTEErS en atrdere

Ingezetepen zal heizelfie, en onderworpen 2an
dezelfue bepaalingen ais.onder de Hollandhe
Wetten olyven,

-

ax |

(Fdmusn,, 20°aan Civily en Myluaire, Digueasgn
R UNG L,guyg NEINGNT y s udl ; Buggwssd o Jn-
| gZetenen , Felyk npde an-Kerken , (M eso

mer.en andere” puslicke Gulichign, vanilien
| @art ba;hooreude. zyllen vy vn, QuasngsTongd

| ’ '
)

= .ﬁe 8 9 L s o ustaaw oA
j S TN, osetly waaow
. Daarentggen u&llen'aﬁ.c publicke Eigandom.

Jmei, " het zy.dezelve in geld . . gqn, wel in
_Scheeps- of Kiygsoehaeftens y of in Gabouwy, 2
Landeiyen ol Kodprhanfchappen’ beltaan , (u%-
bepoorende aan e B;‘uan‘chu Ry udlick, of het
Gouvernenmient van Frankryk , ter gocder trous
we worden overgeleverd , en behoorlyke fn-
ventansfcn daar van zo dra als mMeogiyk worden
afgegeven, ——

8.

De Burgersen Irfgezetenen zullen alle hunpe
Rechten en Vourrechten, welke zy tot hiet.toe
hebben genoten, blyven betouden , ‘de “Coltse
dienst, zo als dezclve thans in gebruik is, zal
xdmgel yks zonder verandering gemaintineerd wore

en. » G

’ 9.

Het Pupiere Geld, thans in circulatie, zat,
Zo als te voorem, gangbaar blyven, tot dat het
welbehagen van Zynt Groot-Brittan nifche Mae
Jesteit bekend zal zyh, - R L
b o. v o

D¢ Landeryen en Gebouiven , teebehoorene
de aan’de Bataaffeheé Republick, en ingtvelge
deze Capuulatié~over te pgeeven, zullen vet-
‘bonden biyvenvoor het Papicre Geld, het welk
niet recits by de Bank van Eeéyiig doer Hye
pothecken op vaste Goederdn verzekerd is', one
vermindert nogthans het 6nbelemmerd gebruik
Glcﬂr Landeryen en Gebouwen (ot pdblicki eine
dedls o .

X " ’ sho&

11, .

De Kryesgevangenen , euder ‘deze Gapitulae
ti: begreepen , zullen niet tot den digpdt van
Z ;92 Groot-Brimannifche Majefteit worden gee
prest of tegénHunnen eizen vryen wil warden
g énmgeert; omwent andore Perfuanen i K4
yoorziening 1n het 5 Art. dezer Capitulatic ghe
daan, _ 3 2 i

ftad zyllen vry
roypes., \

-

T2,
* De Ingezetenen van de Kaa
"zyn van het inquarticrew van
i ) 13. $
‘Twee Schepen in de '?'a felbary , tot groot nas
‘deel der Rhede gezonkey geworden Zynde,
na dat de Bataaflche Republlek cen)Parlemens
1air, of reeds had vitgezonden, of bedaz was
uit e ‘Zenden, moeten dezilve wederom gee
ligt en in eenen complecten yoeden ftaat overs
geleverd worden ; en vermits zulks zonder are
ders van den Commundantis gefchied , zo moee
ten dezelve Schepen worden geligt, ten kosie
van die peenen, door wicn dezelve gezonken
geworlen zyn,

e

: 14. '
Duze Capitolatie zal wordengetekend e vice
uuren dezen namiddag, als wanneer de Citidel
der Kuapltad, en alle de voorfz. omlegzende
Stevktens zullen worden avergegeeven aan Zy~
a¢_Grout-Brittannifche Mujestcits Troupes.
Gvgccvcn'opder onze handtckeningen en Zse
gels, dezen wendeo dag van january, in fee
Jazr onzes Heeren een Juizend agt vond-vd tn
zes, te Papendorp, by Foit Kaokke.

v (gen)  H. C. Baron v. PROPHALO"™
" Ls)
s D.BAIRD, Major Gun.
- . (LSY ~
HOME POPHAM. & :-
-~ u. &
Gedaaan T prefentiic van \( )
(get.) J. A. TRUTER. 2

J. PALMER,

PUBLICATIE
Prcﬂdem en Raaden van Juftitie over de Volk-
planting de Kaap de Goede Hoop, doent te
weeten: - '

Dat, alzo Maria Elizaberh Buys, Wed. van
wylen Pesrus Johannes Hielbaer , zich per
Requeste san ons heeft yeaddresfeerd, daar oy
te kennen gevende, hoe zy Suppliake, gaarne
aan deninhoud van 't Testament, door hasr ca
w6ylen gem. haaren Man opgericht, wenschie te
vdldoen, daarin pogthans wverhinderd word,
door de onzekerheid van de op dezelve hi g cna
;e ‘fthulden, dewelke diss finaale redduirg

zouden kunnen obfteeren 3 dicrhalven virpocs
} kende,, Billigtten te doen affigeeren , ox alle vn
1.eex degelyk 8p e roepen , die eenige adlic of rram
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MEN

Dibbetz was lost, but only after six horses of the team
had been shot and some artillery men and riders killed
or wounded, but for all that the piece was spiked before
it was abandoned. Still hearing a continuous and
brisk artillery fire, the General saw, when he reached
a little higher ground—and with as much satisfaction
as one could be susceptible to in such moments—the red
plumes of our mounted artillery. They alone were busy
in the battlefield, pouring forth most briskly and calmly
a heavy fire from their guns, and when he came among
them he found order, judgment, and activity. He ex-
pressed to them his satisfaction, and mentioned to their
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Pellegrino, personally,
that he might still require his services, and that they
were not without the certainty of a good result to
expose themselves to the risk of being lost, and that
therefore they were to follow the troops. But the corps,
considering this more in the light of advice than an
order, continued firing a number of well-directed shots
till the General positively ordered the officer to leave
the battlefield and cover the retreat as much as possible,

OF THE TIMES,

appointing him at the same time, in the name of the
Sovereign of the Fatherland, Captain of Dragoons.”

So ends Janssens’ narrative so far as it deals with
the battle itself. At Riet Vlei he made an effort to
rally the troops, but the Waldeck corps had already
trekked off to Cape Town, where they arrived the same
night, and made the place hideous with their drunken
orgies. Under the circumstances the General decided to
withdraw into the Hottentot Holland Mountains, and
there he established himself with the remnant of his
army, until at last the obvious difficulties of his position,
and, above all, his sincere affection for the country and
his desire to spare its citizens the horrors of a protracted
campaign, impelled him to surrender.

It remains to state the losses on either side, so far
as known. The British losses, apart from the casualties
incurred in landing at Lospard’s Bay, amounted to one
officer and fourteen rank and file killed, nine officers and
180 men wounded, and eight men missing. The Dutch
losses appear to have amounted in all to about 347 men
kiiled and wounded.

“Cape Times” Christmas Number, 1905.
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