
DECEASED PUBLIC MEN. 

Right Hon. CECIL JOHN RHODES, P.C. 

IT is difficult during the li fetime of a great man to 
fully appreciate the benefit that he has ·conferred on 
mankind. The perspective of several years is essenti a l 

to a true understanding of the rnoti,'es ,,-hich actuated him, 
of the principles which gu ided him, and of the a mbition 
to the a ttaining of whicl1 -the best energies of his li fe were 
directed. Through the distance of retrospect we see h im 
dwarfed to his true proportions, an d the essence of his · 
fin est qua liti es, as well a his worst, is then displayed; 
while, a t the same time, to him "·ho does not see in 
hi story a continuity ·of recurring types, the great man of 
his clay becomes inwstecl 
with a halo of romance, 
until succe·ecling genera­
ti ons grow more and 
more to regard him as 
so m e thing more tha n 
human, and w ith o ut 
parallel i·n th eir o\\·n 
times. The name of the 
" Corsican Ogre " ,,·as 
held in a we lon g a ft er 
Napo l eo n 's clea th. 
Cresar, Alexander, Nero, 
OliYer Crom,Yell lJaye 
lielJ t l1e imagina tion in 
th rall for th e respective 
centuries which separate 
us from th ese · " bright 
parti cular sta rs" in the 
firmament of ·their ages . 

;\Ir. Rhodes was the fifth son of the late R ev. F. \V. 
Rhodes, vicar of Bishop's Stortforcl, in Hertfordshire, an d 
was born on July 7th , 1853 . The first mention of his 
family occurred early in the ·eighteenth cen tury, when 
Vhlliarn Rhodes came to London; and bought a fa rm in 
the neighbourhood of Bloomsbury, close to G ray's Inn 
(the site of which is no w occupied by the Foundling 
Hospital), where he had considerable flocks. By the time 
the late Cecil Rhodes' grandfather appeared on the scene 
the family was a lready in a prosperous pos.ition. His 
great- grandfather, Samuel Rhodes, foun ded t\\·o county 

families in the persons 
of his ·sons Thomas and 
Wi ll i•a m. The latter 
was succeeded in his 
estate by his son, the 
R ev: Franci .Willia m 
Rhodes, vicar of Bi shop's 
Stortf o 1:c1,- }forts, and 
Ceci l . J ohn Rhodes was 
born a t th e• vicarage 
,¥ithin two years of the 
time when the TransYaal 
Sta te was accorded its 
full independence under 
the Sand River Conven • 
tion, a'ncl a few months 
after the.British Govern-

. m ent decided to abandon 
the sovereign ty of the 
Orange Free State. His 

· father married twice, his 
second wife being a 1Iiss 

_P eacock, by whom he had 
·seven sons and twoclaugh­
·ters, namely, Edith and 
l.;ouisa, H erbert, ' Colonel 
F1:ancis·, Willicpn, Ernest, 
Cec·it, Ai·th ur, and 
Bernard, The eldest son 
Herbert was killed when 

•-hunting big game in Cen­
tral Africa. '. Very little 
is· realJ.y kno wn of Mr. 
Rhocles' ·early life, owing 

In Cecil Rhodes ,rn 
had one of th e gr'eatest 
men of hi s time. Like 
the great ones just m en­
ti oned, he was an empire 
maker, but, unlike them, 
he did not wade throu gh 
hum an blood to achieve 
his ends. The magneti sm 
of hi s eye, of his ·whole 
persona lit y, ·was such 
that he gained more for 
h is country by his moral 
victories over the native 
tribes of Rhodesia than Right Hon. CECIL: JOHN RHODES, -P.C. . to · his •habit of reserve. 
a sma ll a rm y could 
have accomplished, except by protracted warfare, in the 
same space of time. And not only that, but, with the 
exception of the Matabele wa·r and the rebellion of 1896, 
wherever territory was annexed, pacifica tion followed, 
and vvas of a lasting cha rac ter. Never was the doctrine 
of conciliation preached more effectually or nobl y than 
by this truly great' man, to whose name post_erity will 
only give a bri ghter lustre, as the ·true sign ificance of 
his splendid services to the Empire a re more surely grasped 
in the fairer li glit of future clevelopmen ts. 

He rarely ta lked about 
himself; ·and wl~ei1 he did it was only to illuminate some 
point which' he wished to drive home to his audience. 
There was little sign in his early ca.te er ' of those master­
ful qualities which raised hiin' in :future years to such a 
high position . H e ·passed h1s childhood in a typical, quiet 
English country l1 ome. Hi·s fa 'ther, on acquiring the living 
of Bishop's Stortforcl, cle'votecl 'himself to the re-organisa­
tion of the fine old grammar school, which had fallen 
into decay ; and to this school each boy of the Rhodes 
fami ly went in turn. Cecil was eight years old when, 
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nn NO\·ember 4th, 1861, he entered on hi s school studies 
'els a day boy. H e was of a hard- working dispos ition , 
:norma lly constituted, being fond of a thleti cs, a nd fairly 
successful as a scholar. After eight years spent a t 
Bishop's Stortford, he passed 1st class in the Cambridge 
Junior Exam., and in 1869 took a senior class schola r­
ship at Oriel College, Oxford. At first he ha d som e 
thoughts of fo llowing hi s father 's profession and enterin g 
the Church, and to this encl was entered at Oriel College, 
where he rea d ha rd for some months. However, he 
developed a serious lung a ffection , w hich was responsible 
for Mr. Rh odes taking a long sea tri p to South Africa. 
How surely this goes to prove that out of evil good may 
come ! -For, had it not been for hi s infirmity, should vve 
have had a Ceci l Rhodes, or th e vast possess ion which 
bears his name to-day? By such trivi a l influences of 
fortun e are g reat fa tes decided. Napoleon, it wi ll be 
remembered , on the critica l day of \ i\laterloo was suffer ing 
to distraction from a compla int wh ich scarcely a llowed 
him to a ttend to hi s army. \Vho knows but what thi s 
otherwise unimporta nt circum stance pre,·entecl di saster over­
tak ing \Vellington, and the ensuing inYasion of England ! 

On September 1st, 1870, or three years after the discovery 
of the first d iamond, which led to th e open ing up of the 
Diamond Fields, with wh ich later he was prominently 
identified, Mr. Rhodes landed in Durhan , joining there 
his eldest brother, Herber t, who was a cotton-planter in 
the south ern pa rt of the Colony. Here he was soon 
restored to health, a nd when his bro ther, tiring of cotton­
pla nting, went to the Dia mond Fields in 187 1, he soon 
joined him in the occupation of diamond-digg ing . The 
brothers worked a cla im between th em until 1874, w hen 
H erbert left to go on a huntin g and exploring expedi tion 
in the interior, from which he neYer returned a live, being 
burnt to death a t night in his hut. Between the years 
1873 and 1881, Mr. Rhodes was very successful on th e 
dia mond di ggings, and it was durin g thi s period tha t he 
la id the foundation of tha t great wealth whi ch he used for 
such noble purposes, in promoting an d carrying out those 
schemes of Imperial expa nsion w ith whi ch his name will 
for ever be associa ted. But Mr. Rhodes, if he looked aft er 
the possess ion of worldly goods, clicl not a llow himself to 
get so absorbed in the makin g of money as to neglect 
the clue development of hi s h igher faculti es. \Vith one 
eye on hi s work and a nother on his books, he managed, 
dur in g a pa rt of each year, to complete tha t education 
which he ha d begun a t Bishop's Stort ford, and eventua lly 
gradua ted B.A. and then M. A. a t Oriel College, Oxford. 
It \\·as here tha t he became acqua inted with Mr. R ochfort 
Maguire, who afterwards became associated with him in 
hi s political and commercia l enterprises. At the same 
time he garn ered that intima te kno\\·ledge of Colonia l 
politi cs and questions affecting Briti sh interests in South 
Africa which in later years proved of incalcula ble v[du e 
to him. 

From the outset Mr. Rhodes recognised the importance 
of Briti sh expansion northwa rd , and of the eventua l 
federation of th e yarious Colonies an d States in South 
Africa ; so he determined to devote his powers and energies 
to the a tta inment of these praiseworthy objects. Influences 
were a t \\·ork, the a im of which was to confine Great 
Britain in outh Africa to Cape Colony and Natal, a11 d 
it was in the hope of being able to circumvent the enem ies 
of his country, and to secure the lion's share of Africa 
for the British , that Mr. Rhodes resolved to climb to the 

goal of tha t ambition from whose exalted eyr ie he could 
the better command these sinister influences a nd carry out 
his a ims. For this, two possessions were necessary : par­
lia mentary powers a nd, w ha t was more important, grea t 
wealth. Here in la~, the grea tness of th e man; tha t the 
fo rtun e he had initiated and partly made by the sweat 
of his bro w, he was ready to sacr ifice fo r the ameli ora ­
tion a nd the widenin g of Briti sh influence in South 
Afri ca. Seif was always left out of the ques ti on, except 
as a sacrifice a nd the means to an end. 

In 1880, at whi ch ti me Fortun e was smiling kindly 
upon him, as \\·ell the fickle dam e might, for he never 
abu ed her, Mr. Rhodes was elected to represent Barldy 
\~iest in the H ouse of Assembly, and this const ituency he 
continued to represent till the day of his death; no a mount 
of opposition sufficed to de-sea t him. After the death 
of his brother in 1877, he entered into partnership with 
l\ifr. C. D. Rudel , who, like himself, ha d come out to South 
Afri ca in search of hea lth and fort une. In addition to 
thei r diamond claims and their transacti ons as diamond 
mercha nts, the partners engaged in a variety of schemes, 
from which profit generally acc rue l. It was about this time 
that he formed tha t fri endship with Dr. Jameson which 
was des tined to haYe such remarkab le results, and lasted 
till his death. Though immersed in schemes, Mr. Rhodes 
never lost sight of the idea of northern expansion ; he 
ha d an in tense longin g to see the British flag ca rri ed for­
ward to the Zam besi. Dr. Jameson seems to have been 
his principa l confederate in politics; and wh ile these two 
were mak ing their p la ns for expansion, the late Pres ident 
Kruger was dreaming dreams of an equally a mbiti ous 
na ture. There were thus t\\·o promi nent expansionists in 
South Africa in those early days-the one ai ming a t secur ­
ing the hinterland for Great Britain, and the other seekin g 
to extend the Boer flag as far as the Zambesi. Early in 
his political career, th erefore, Mr. Rhodes was confronted 
w ith consid erable diffi culties, as the Cape Dutch strongly 
sympa thi sed with the aspirat ions of the northern Boers, 
and he recognised that ex t reme caution was necessary, 
and tha t particula rly he would have to show the Cape 
Dutch that their own interests were being served by 
supportin g hi s efforts at expa nsion. 

Mr. Rhodes took his seat in the Cape Leg isla ti n ' 
Assembly in 188 1, and he was soon recogn ized as a man 
of extrao rdinary promise who was destined to attain a 
hi gh place a mongst South Africa politi cians. Hi s ma iden 
speech was against the proposa l to disarm the Basutos, 
a nd it was while serYing as a m ember o f a commission to 
compensa te the natives of tha t country who had not taken 
up a rms against th e Cape of Good Hope tha t Mr. Rhodes 
formed that fri endship with General Gordon which endured 
until the la tter's death. One of the first important 
occasions in which Mr. Rhodes pitted himself against 
the ex-President of the South African R epublic ,1·as in 
connection with the Stellaland Commission of ,1·h ich 
he (Mr. Rhodes) ,vas a member. A number of T ransvaal 
adven turers had set up some sma ll republi cs in parts of 
Bechuana la ncl, more or less 1,·ith the conni,·ance of Mi-. 
Kruger, ,1·ith the inten tion of bar ring British progress nort h­
\\·ards, and expandin g the border of the T ransYaal i n a 
westerly direct ion . This was the interpreta ti on ,1·hich 
l\1r. R hodes placed upon the presence of the freebooting 
Boer in Stell a la nd, and Goshen, an d subsequPn t eYcnts 
sho\\·ecl that he was r ight. Uter much negotiat ion, the 
freebooters were cleared out by a bloodless expedition 
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under Sir Charles vVarren, and the first step in th e direc­
tion of northern expansion was ga in ed. This helped to 
l1ri ng the question of a Protectorate over Bechuana land 
to an a cute stage, Mr. Rhodes being a ss isted in thi s by 
precipita te acti on on the part of Germany. The am­
bition of that Power to obtain a foo thold in South Africa 
- a n ambition foreshadowing a possible German-Boer 
.a lliance- stirred the Colonial Offi ce into activity. The 
Protectorate was a uthorised at the time when the London 
Convention of 1884 had been granted to the Tra nsvaal, 
.and ma inly at the instance of Mr. Rhodes; but it was 
a lmost too late. Mr. Kruger boldly annexed Montsoia's 
-country. The Imperia l Governm ent, howe, ·er, refused to 
recognize this acti on, the bounda ri es of the R epubli c 
having been fix ed by the new Conventi on, and demanded 
the withdrawal of th e proclama ti on . T o strength en the 

-demand Sir Cha rl es \\"arren' s troops ,Yere moYed north­
wards, and Mr. Kri.iger was immedi a tely b rought to hi s 
bearings. He came to Fourteen St rea ms to di scuss 
ma tters w ith Sir Charles \Varren and l\1r. Rhodes. 

l\fr. Rhodes' share in clearing th e Boers out of 
Bechua na land directed attention to his expa nsion scheme, 
a nd th e ideas which influ enced hi s conduct in this a ffa ir 
were se t forth in one of his speeches a t the time, in 
which he questioned whether if the Transvaal possessed 
Dechuana land, it would be a ble to keep it ; predictin g with 

·that gift of prophecy whi ch he possessed, the interference 
.of Germa ny, who, he said, on some sli ght pretext, would 
step in from An gra Pequeiia and a nnex it. Bechuana­
la nd was, in fact, the key to th e questi on of British 

,supremacy in South Africa, and, Mr. Kruger having been 
.defeated in his endeavours to extend the borders of his 
R epublic, and Germany's a mbition for empire in \.frica 
having been curta iled, the road was opened for the northern 
expansion, which had for yea rs been l\Ir. Rhodes' high 
ideal. In pursuing his poli cy he did not lose sight of 
the fact tha t he could only be successful by haYing the 

-co -operation of the Dutch in Cape Colony, and by culti­
vating good political rela tions w ith the T ransvaal ; but 
. a lth ough the Bond was a ll powerful, he resolutely refu sed 
to work in subservience to it. He never for a moment 
turned a side from his plan of extending th e Empire to 
the north, and of establishing a United So uth ,\fri ca 
under the Br-itish fl ag ; but this could onl y be clone by 
,veldin g the two white races together, by sinkin g a ll 
.differences, so tha t the na tive ques t ion might be dealt 
with independently of th e fri ction betwee n Dutch a nd 
British , and on uniform principles throug hout the Sta tes 
of South Africa . The part l\Ir. Rhodes played in check­
ma tin g Kruger's designs in Bechuana land was his first 

,conspicuous service to the Empire; it was the first of a 
long series of splendid successes in a direction vvhich 
-continued without intermission down to that elate a t the 
,encl of 1895, when his di rect power for usefulness was 
.checked by the fact that he associ a ted himself \\· ith the 
movement for the reli ef of the itlanders which resulted 
in fai lure. 

Mr. Rhodes first a t ta in ed Cabinet rank on March 20th, 
r884, w hen he joined Sir Thoma Scan Ia n's Ministry as 

·Treasurer of the Cape Colony. Thi s Ca binet, howeYer, 
only lasted until May 12th of the same year. On July 
17th, 1890, he became Premier and Commissioner of 
Crown Lands and Publi c ·works. He reli nquished tha t 
portfolio on September 23rd, 1890, but reta ined the 
_premiership until May 3rd, 1893, when he formed his 

sE:cond Ministry without portfolio. This lasted until 
Ja nuary 12th, 1896, when the raid made his resignation 
necessary. 

The success attending Mr. Rhodes' efforts to frust rate 
th e ambition of Mr. Kruger, who wou ld have drawn a 
cordon across the Briti sh advance to the northwards, 
encouraged the former to continue the path he had 
ma rked out for himself, and determined him to keep the 
road open for the Empire. But it was n ot only the 
Dutch he had to fear; Germany ha d shown tha t, given 
a favourab le opportunity, she would swoop down on 
Mashona land and Matabeleland. He, howeve r, succeeded 
in checkma ting the designs both of Mr. Kri.iger and the 
powerful Berlin syndica te, w hich was backed secre tly by a 
po\\·erful firm of German liankers; and determined to make 
Briti sh innuence paramount from th e Limpopo to Lake 
Tanganyika, and from the east to the ,\·est of the Portu­
g uese possess10ns. H e was afterwards instrumental in 
obtain ing a concess ion from Lobeng ula, which embraced 
the whole of i\Ia ta beleland and Mashonaland , and sub­
sequent concess ions increased the area to 750,000 miles. 
In the settlement of Rhodes ia, Mr. Rhodes carried the 
Dutch " ·ith him, having prev iously conci lia ted th em, and 
attended closely to the in terests of th e Cape farm ers in 
P arliament. He then procured a charter from the Imperia l 
Governm ent , which brought the British South Afri ca 
Company into bein g. The Matabele war and the rebe l­
li on of 1896 com ·inced Mr. Rhodes that bloodless victories 
paid the best, and the readiness with w hi ch he changed 
his plan from " fi ghting " to diplomacy is a signal proof 
of hi s resourcefulness and good judgment. It is well 
known how he pluckily went unarmed into the Matoppo 
Hills to trea t with the indunas, and how hi s persona lity 
won them over who regarded him as the " great white 
father." His next move was the acquisi tion of Barotse­
land, by which he kept open the northern route for the 
great Cape to Ca iro Railway. Then the Bechuanalancl 
Railway was formed, and Bulawayo was reached in . 
du e course . 

In conjunction with Sir Charles Metca lfe he pushed 
telegraphic communication rapidly forn·ard, making it 
the a dvance guard of the railway, mindful also tha t as a 
commercial enterpri se it would prove very remunerative. 
Then he interviewed the Ka iser and gained his permission 
to carry the Cape to Cairo line, whi ch he never sa,,· com ­
p leted, through German territory. His great secret in 
di sr1rming effecti ve opposition was to spl it hi s oppon ents 
into g roup_, and then convert them to his views. By 
hook or by crook he eli mina ted his political enernie . 
In his treatment of na tives, he approached them with 
sympathy de\·oid o f a ll arrogance or sentimentality, and 
showed his w isdom a nd foresight in the Glen Grey Act, 
which is a masterpiece of constructive sta tesmanship; as , 
though des igned primarily in the interests of the white 
~ettlers, it is in reality a measure fraught with happy 
a uguries for the nat ives thernseh-es. To follow l\Ir. 
Rhodes through his many schemes a nd interests until his 
death is impossibl e in a short memoir of this kind. \Ve 
can onlv touch on hi s ,York henceforward. l\Iention must 
be made, hcl\\·cver, of his schem e to consolida te the four 
g reat compani es whi ch in 1888 controlled the Kimberley 
diamond industry, w hi ch resulted in the forma tion of the 
De Beers Consolida ted Cornpan~1• Thi s was carried through 
with great opposition, especia lly from l\Ir. B. Barna to, 
who, howe\·er, soon cap itula ted to the colossus. 
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In additi on to the buildin g up of th is gigai1tic diam ond 
corpora tion, he introduced the compound system, dimi­
nishing th ereby the thefts by Ka ffir workers, and the 
syndicate controlling the price of di a monds. Of thi s 
company he became one of the four life govern ors. Then, 
in conjunction wi th Mr. C. D. Rudd, he fo rmed the great 
Consolidated Goldfields of South Africa in 1887, w ith 
a capita l of £ 2 5 0 ,000, ·which company holcls the pick of 
the mining areas on the Rand . But a ll these schemes 
" ·ere subservien t and merely a uxilia ries to the acquisition 
of Rhodesia- his culmina ting am biti on. ,Vhen, in 1 94, 
Mr. Rhodes was p racti cally pa id out of the Consolida ted 
Golclfields wi th 100,000 sha res to be divided bet ween 
him self and Mr. Rudel, from tha t time the building up of 
his persona l for tune ceased. Thenceforward his schemes 
concern the p rovision of ·ways and m eans for the great 
northern undertaking. It w ill, p robably, be never known 
how much he contributed from his priva te purse towards 
the exigencies of his infant territories ; but it must run 
into many thousands. 

In October 1901 his health began to fa il, and he took 
a trip to the Mediterranean, then to Egypt, and a fter­
wards to En gland, still a n invalid. Thence he left the 
English w inter for Muizenberg, a favourite watering 
p lace nea r Cape Town. H ere a ft er a few cl ays' illness 
he died surround cl by fri ends, one of his last utterance , 
so fa mili a r now to the world, being "So little don e. So 
much to do." Though hi s body now rests on \Vorld 's 
Vi ew in the i\Iatoppo Hills, where hi s fancy had loved 
to play so long, his spirit is still amongst us, ancl his 
influence will long be felt. In his will he made la rge 
provision for scholarships fo r the a dvantage of American , 
German, South African, and other students, besides setting 
aside la rge sums for experimenta l farming, irri ga tion, 
forestry, &c., and for the endovvment of an agricultura l 
college. 

T aking his life as a whole, it was great in deeds, and 
splendid in self-sacrifice. His standa rd of conduct was 
tha t set up by Aristotle, whom he used to quote. H e 
tried to achieve the highest spiritua l good tha t was in 
him through the systematic tra inin g of the best qua liti es 
of his manhood. Almost hi s last public ervice to the 
country he loved so dearly was in the defence of Kimberley 
during the siege, in which he displayed the true nobility 
of his na ture. Knowing tha t his race needed him, he 
lived for his race. H e was a very great man. 

SIR HENRY MORTON STANLEY, G.C.B., D. C.L. 
of Oxford, Camb. and Durham, LL.D. of Edin., 
Ph.D. of Halle ; la te of 2 , Richmond T errace, 

Whiteha ll, Lonclon, and of Furze Hill, Pirbri ght , was 
born a bout the yea r 1841. in Denbighshire, so far as is 
known, for his early years are clouded by much obscurity. 
But it is understood tha t he spent many years of hi s 
childhood in the workhouse, and at th e age of fourt een 
shipped as a cabin boy for New Orleans, where he found 
a generous patron in the person of a Mr. Stanley, whose 
nam e he adopted. On the outbreak of the American 

vVa r in 1 61 Henry Morton Stanley joined the Confederate· 
forces, but afterwards fou ght on th e F ederal side. In 1867' 
young Stanley went as correspond ent of the " New York 
Herald " with the British troops in Abyssini a, a nd after· 
the fall of Magdaia he represented tha t journa l in Spa in. 
It was while he was there that a telegra m summoned, 
him to P aris in October 1869, and he was commiss ioned 
to go ,md find Dr. Livin gstone. H e started on thi s, 
-vague enterpri se · immediately,- a ttendin g, en route, the 
opening of the Suez Canal, visiting Sir Samuel Baker in 
Upper Egypt, running over to see Captain , Varren in 
Jerusa lem, visiting Sta rn boul, goin g over the old Crimean 
ba ttlefi elds, visiting Trebizond, Tiflis and other places,. 
and eventually journ eyin g through P ersia , and findin g . 
his way overla nd to Bombay, where he embarked in 
October 1870 for Ma uritius. Thence he procured a passage 
to Zanzibar, and began in Janu ary 1871, his inland 
journ ey in search of the great mi ssiona ry. In the follow· 
ing November the intrepid party found them elves on 
the eastern shores of Tanganyika, and here, at a village· 
called l jiji, they encountered Dr. Livin gs tone. 

A year or two la ter he returned to Africa to represent 
the "New York Herald " in the Ashan tee Vvar, and on 
his return the ever- en terpri sing "Da ily T elegraph" joined 
with the "New York Herald " in sending Stanley back 
to complete the di scoveries of Speke, Sir R. Burton, and 
Li vin gstone (,vho was now dead). 

In 1879 Mr. Sta nley (as he still was) ·was deputed by 
the newly-formed African Interna tiona l Associa tion, of 
which King Leopold II. was the fo under, to es tablish 
tra ding sta tions and open up the land borderin g on the 
Congo, w ith the main obj ect of promotin g commerce. 
In 1884 was fo unded the Congo Free Sta te, referred to· 
in Mr. Stan ley's " The Congo, and the F ounding of the 
Free Sta te " (1885), a nd the first Governorship of this 
territory was offered to, but declined by, the explorer 
and pioneer of commerce in Vv est Africa. 

In Janua ry 1887 the Egyptian Treasury placed £ 10,000· 
a t Stanley 's disposa l for the relief of Emin P asha, upon 
which he set out from the Congo with many able lieu­
t enants, pushing on to the Aruwhimi River, where he 
established a base. Stanley then took the greater part 
of his fo rce northwards, and a fter seemingly endless­
obstacles-death, disease, hunger, despera te conflicts with 
na tives, struggles th rough virgin forests, &c., he a t leng th 
met Emin, and brought him back in triumph. 

He m arried Dorothy, a da ughter of Mr. C. T ennant, 
of Ca doxton Lodge, Vale of Neath, Glamorganshire, in 
1880, and after one unsuccessful a ttempt to enter Parlia ­
ment, was elected in the Libera l Unionist interest as. 
member for North Lambeth a t th e general electi on in 
1895, retiring in 1900, a year after receiving the honour 
of knighthood. In 1898 he paid one more visit to 
Africa on the occasion of the opening of the railway to­
Bulawayo. Sir H enry died on May rn, 1904, and was 
buried at Pirbright, lamented by numberless fri ends, and 
honoured by a ll. Besides the book already referred to, 
.he was the author of "Coomassie and Magdala," "How 
I found Livingston e," "In Darkest Africa," "Through the 
Dark Continent," and "Through South Africa ." 
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TO the older resid ents of th e Eastern districts of 
Cape Colony the name of JONATH AN AYLIFF, 
who represented for ma ny years the constituencies 

,of Victoria East a nd Grahamstown in the H ouse of 
Assembly, will still be fami liar. H e was born at Sa lem, 
where his father, the lat e R ev. J ohn Ayliff, was stationed, 
on June r7, r 829, a nd was a member of a fami ly highly 
respected in Cape Colony . After he had studied a t 
·Glenthorn, in the academy of the Rev. P. \i\Tither, young 
Ayl iff was ar ticled to Mr. George J arvis , then the lead­
ing attorney in Grahamstown. As a member of the 
Grahamstown Yeomanry he served in the Kaffir war 
of 1840, a nd was in the engagement near Woest Hill 
·when Captain Norden was shot. On the formation of 
th e lVIinistry of Mr. Upington in 1884, he became 
,Colonial Secretary, but owing to fai lure of health, his 
t erm of office was a short one, and he di ed in England 
on October 20, r 885. H e was of an affection ate and 
kind disposition, a nd his private life and character were 
pure and beyond reproach. Among some of the last 
words he spoke were: " I have tried to do good ." 
J ona than Ayli ff was a type of the upright, intelligent 
Englishmen who have cast in their lot with the 
interests attaching to th e Eastern districts of the 
•Colony, and who, though British, have strong Colonial 
sympathies. 

·THE H ONOURABLE C HARLES BROWN L EE, 
C .M.G., entered the Cape serv ice in r846 a nd 
died in r 8go. H e was first interpreter t o S ir 

H arry Smith, for which position his thorough know­
ledge of th e Kaffi r la nguage made him very competent. 
H e was subsequently attached t o the Burgher F orces, 
a nd a t the close of th e war was appointed Com mis­
:sioner t o th e Ga ika tribes. In the war of 185r he 
was wounded, a nd his services were warm ly praised 
by S ir George Cathcart. H e proved himself very useful 
·in rest raining the Gaikas from slaughtering their oxen 
. during the cattle-killi ng of 1856, and it was no doubt 
.due to this practical diplomacy that the movement was 
delayed until the Galekas were starvin g a nd scattered, 
and th e combined attack on the Colony rendered 
impossible. 

Mr. Brownlee received the appointment of C ivil 
·Commissioner of Somerset East in 1868, a nd was pro­
moted t o Kin g Wi ll iam's T own in June 187r. \ i\T hen 
-responsible government was established, he was made 
the first Secreta ry fo r Nati ve Affairs, and held that 
office from 1872 to 1878, aft er whi ch he fi ll ed. th e office 
of Chief Com missioner, a nd eventually C hief Magis­
trate, of G riquala nd Eas t. H e served the Colony 
fa ithfully for nearly fort y years, a nd discontinued doing 
so owi ng to persistent ill-healt h. H e died in the country 
w hich he had served so long, loved and respected by 
·th e entire community . 

·THE late Mr. P. vV. COU RT, son of the late 
Richard Co urt, of ·w oodfield, near I~idderminster, 
and grandson of th e late Richard lVlilward Court , 

.of Ribbesford H all, Bewdley, Worcestershire, was one 
of Port Elizabeth's oldest a nd most respected citizens 
in all things pertaining to the welfare, the progress and 
.advancement of the " H onest P ort,'' and indeed of South 
Africa generally; and it is do ubtful whether there ever 
li ved under the Southern Cross a citizen more loyal­
hearted or solicitous for th e common good . During his 
long life in P ort Elizabeth Mr. Court fi gured prominently 
in public and social affairs . H e fill ed the position of 
Chairman to the Chamber of Commerce, was a member 

of S ir J oshua T yler 's famo us R ailway Commiss ion, a nd 
a li fe member of the Port Elizabeth Agricultura l Society. 
H e took the deepest interest in agric ulture, and was an 
untiring advocate of the necessity of encouraging a nd 
assist ing the fa rmer to develop that greatest of South 
Africa n indust ries . H e established himself in business 
in r868, t rading as P . \V. Court, produce and general 
mercha nt, a nd soon acquired the reputation of being one 
of the largest wool brokers in the E astern Province, 
a nd one who held the highes t pos ition in the wool 
industry. H e was in those days a prominent member 
of the Port Elizabeth Club. 

The earlier career of Mr. Court was replete with 
variety a nd adventure . H e ,vas born at W oodfield, 
Worcestershire, England, and educated privat ely in his 
native shire. Three yea rs of h is youthful life were 
spent at sea. H e la nded in the Cape Colony so far 
back as r 847, and was then a young man . H e went 
on a shooting trip to the Zambesi, a nd had many 
narrow escapes from death. H e captured some young 
ostriches on this tri p, and conceived the idea of domes­
ticating a nd t a ming the birds by penning th em up for 
some time. Mr. Court subseq uently fought valia ntly in 
a ll the early Kaffi r wars, a nd was fortunat e enough t o 
escape destruction in his several hand t o hand encoun· 
t ers ·with the natives . H e next went to New Zealand 
at the instigation of S ir George Grey, a nd there par ­
t icipat ed in the Maori wars. H e also visited the 
Ballarat Gold Fields in the early days, but eventually 
returned to Cape Colony, where, a fter a short stay 
at the Kimberley Diamond Fields, he devo ted himself 
t o ostrich and cattle farming, until he fin ally set up 
business in Port E lizabeth. H e reti red in r 899, re ­
turned to Engla nd, a nd d ied th ere in rgoz . The news 
of his demise was heard with sorrow in Port E lizabeth. 
Few men, yo un g or old, in th e Eastern Province were 
un acquai nted with the virtues of Mr. Court, who for 
thirty yea rs had lived and moved amongst them, a nd 
won the esteem of every section of the peo ple . 

I N J anuary r 898 passed away from the scene of his 
labours a devot ed public servant in the person of 
Sir LANGHAM DALE, K. C .M. G., who was for 

many years iden tified with the Cape Colony as S uperin­
tend ent- General of Ed ucation, a nd later C hancellor of 
the University. H e was born at Kingsclere, North 
Rants, on the 22 nd of May r 826, where his fathe r, 
H enry Dale, was clerk of the Sessions . His primary 
educat ion took place a t a branch of Ch ri st's H ospita l 
at H ertford , t o which he had received a nomination, but 
his exceptional ability soon caused him t o be sent 
prematurely to the U pper School in L ondon . H e sub­
sequent ly worked his way t o a p resentation t o the 
U niversity of Oxford, where he became Thomson 's 
E xhibitioner to Queen 's College . H aving obtained a n 
int rod uction to S ir J ohn H erschel, he was offered by 
him, in r 847, a professorship in the South African 
College, Cape Town. H e graduat ed in honours in 
1848, a nd then left immed iately for Suuth Africa, a nd 
found rather a mi xed collection of boys, out of whom 
he form ed a class for class ical reading, consist ing of six 
pupils . Mr. D ale soon succeeded in reorganising the 
college, a nd when he left , in r 858, to take the post of 
Superintendent-General of Ed ucation, it had become a 
popu lar and successful scho.o l. .In the sa me year, he 
was a member of the Comm ission appointed t o enq uire 
into the advisa bil\ty of form.in g a Board of Public E x­
aminers in Literature :and Science, a nd the Government 
avai led itself of his . services ; duri ng a: visit to E urope 
in r 858, he compiled a valuable report on educational 
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systems. On thi s occasion the U ni ve rsity of Glasgow 
conferred on Mr. D ale the honorary distinction of 
Doctor of La,vs . By degrees he built up a system of 
education based to some extent on Sir J ohn H erschel 's 
scheme. It was at his suggestion th at , in 1872, a 
Commi ssion was appoin ted to cons ider th e expediency 
of going a few steps higher, so a to proceed from the 
Board of Examiners to th e institution of an examining 
university . Subsequently Dr. Dale had the honour of 
conferring th e degree of M.A. of the new Alma Mater 
on L ord Carnarvon, a nd installing his lordship as its 
firs t Chan cellor. 

H e wrote ex tensively for periodicals, a nd " ·as a 
member of va rious public boards, includin g that of the 
South African Library, a nd thus proved himself a most 
useful citi zen. As an educationist hi s influence a nd 
energy have proved :nost potentia l for good, and the 
present hi gh perfection of our educati ona l system is 
large ly attributable to his organi sing powers. 

MR. J O H N BARDWELL EBDEN, wh o died in 
September 1873, three months before th e decease 
of Doctor Innes, was a colonist of sevent\· 

years' sta nding . H e was a mercha nt, a nd _a member 
of the old Legislat ive Co uncil. Born in En gland in 
1787, he we nt out to Chin a wh ile sti ll a youth , even­
tually settlin g dO\rn a t the Cape .as a clerk in th e R oyal 
Victualling Office in 1805, a nd witn essed Sir David 
Baird sail ing away in the "Paragon " in J a nuary 1807 . 
H e l ived to see d urin g his long career one of hi s 
fo rm er clerks, Mr. J ohn Molteno, become Premier of 
Cape Colony. Mr. Ebden was th e fo und er of the 
Cape of Good H ope Ba nk in 1838, a nd was chairm an 
of this institution from its found ati on to th e day of 
his death. 

H e was eighty-seven when he di d, a nd was in full 
possession o f a ll his facu lti es to th e last. H e enj oyed 
a brimming measure of publi c esteem, res pect , a nd 
confidence, and left qistinguish ed so ns behind him to 
perpetuate a nd still furth er adorn th e fam ily name . 

TH OUG H he has now been gath ered to his fathers, 
Mr. J O H N GATELY, " th e fath er of East 
London, " will long li ve in th e memory of that 

t own 's inh abitants ; for his first acquainta nce wi th E as t 
London goes back to a tim e when, a t the age of 
twenty-two, he left Ireland fo r South Africa, fifty-five 
years ago, and stayed a t East L ondon fo r a few 
days, then went to King \Vill iam's T own fo r a short 
period, a nd a ft erwa rds took service und er the Imperi a l 
Governm ent a t the Amatola Range, which included 
Fort Beaufort and the ranges in betwee n. During his 
stay in th ose pa rts tl f r. Gately \\ itnessed plen ty of 
fighting with the disaffected- Kaffirs , a nd took pa rt in 
mo re tha n one engagement him self. H e was born in 
CoPnty Roscommon just prior to th e a nniversary 
celebrat iun of Ireland's patron Saint in 1829 . I n 1860 
l\fr. Gately retu rn ed t o East London , a. nd perm a nentl y 
settled dO\\·n th ere. In busin ess life be was a shippin g 
aed fo rwa rdin g agent, a nd in this line es ta blished a 
;,oun d conn ection. For ma ny years he was responsibl e 
for much good work in the capac ity of T own Co un cil­
lor, and during a large pa rt of his munic ipa l career occ u­
pied th e Mayoral Chair. On his retirement , O\\i ng to his 
advanced age, he was presented with a n ad dress by the 
ra tepayers as a token of their appreciati on of t he 
excellent a nd fa ithful se rvices he had rendered in th eir 
interests to the municipality. H e was co nnected also 
with many local in stitutions, chief among whi ch was 

th e Frere H ospital, of which he became a li fe member.. 
Then he held a seat on the Li Cf~ ns ing Board a nd took a 
la rge interes t in the building of a Public lib rary, whic h 
promises t o be second t o none in South Afri ca. 
Before his dea th he was Pres ident of the East L ondon 
I rish Assoc iation, a nd was held in high esteem by his 
brother Ir ishmen . 

Mr. Gately died full of yea rs, deeply regretted by 
a ll sections of the co mmunity, a nd lea vin g behind him 

MR . J OH N GATELY . 

many permanent records of the public work he acco m·­
plished a mong his fe llow burgesses . 

FE \ V men combi ned so perfec tly th e quality _of 
being generally beloved with mental power, w it , 
a nd eloquence of the higher order as did the 

deceased subj ec t of this notice, THOtlIAS BURT 
G L ANVILLE . H e left th e Colony five years previous 
t o his death, a nd lived t ill that event took place, on 
May 1st, 1878, at \ V.okin g, in Surrey . H e first became 
assoc iated with the " Grahamstown J ou rnal " in th e 
year 186 5, and worth ily occu pi ed a nd ma intained the 
influ ent ial position fought for and sec ured ·by Robert 
Godlonton, the fath er of the Eastern P rov ince press . 
The ne1\· editor was as broad mi nded as he was able, 
a nd in fe lic itous language, honestly and wisely advo­
cated th e best interests of tb e cou ntry. Though it has­
been asse rted that bis politics were colou rless and hi s­
opini ons in sufficiently p ronoun ced, th ere is, lookin g back 
on the events he was de,ding with, nothing to warrant 
th e assertion, apd it would , on th e contrary, be diffic ult 
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to point to any insta nces wherein hi s judgment was 
at fau lt , whil e many can be cited to show wh ere his 
hesit a ncy was prudent. H e was a safe advi ser, a nd 
was a n ideal man to have at th e helm in stormy 
(politica l) weather. Mr. G Ian ville was first return ed to 
Pa rliament as a member fo r Victoria East, and th en fo r 
Grahamstown . Though he opposed responsible govern­
ment , he knew it to be inevit abl e. H e was a ready a nd 
eloq uent impromptu speaker, sk ilful in debate, and 
hav ing an inexh a usti ble store of a necdotal illustrat ion 
to d raw upon , together with a keen a nd refin ed sense 
of hum ou r. Th e demands of th e fir m with which he 
was connected ,vould not permit of his accepting the 
office of Secretary for Native Affa irs, whose creat ion he 
had suggested, a nd to th e condu ct of which he would 
no doubt have brought sufficient tact , ability, and 
experi ence as to have obviated th e Kaffi r war of 1877-8 . 
It should be added tha t aft er declining Cabinet office 
he went to Eng la nd in 1873, and a ft er editing the 
"Empire" newspaper for some years, he accepted the 
appointment of Immigration Commissioner in s ucces­
sion to Mr. Fuller. South Africa lost in him one of 
the most gen ial, generous and effic ient men who ever 
gave advice in her council or who guided her press. 

IN Iviay 1884, a t th e advanced age of ninety, there 
died in Grahamstown a man who for many years 
had served Cape Colony with high ability and 

distinct ion in th e L egis la ti ve Council. This was the 
H ONOU RABLE R OBERT GOD LO NTON . H e was 
born in th e year 1794, a nd , befo re coming to South 
Afri ca with the "1820" se ttl ers, se rved hi s apprent ice­
ship to a printer a t home. On a rriving in Cape Colony 
he entered th e Civil Service as a magist rates' cl erk , but 
resigned his posit ion to become connected wi th the 
"Grahamstown J ournal, " which was founded by Ivf r. 
Meura nt in 183 r. 

In th ose criti cal t imes, wh en the colonists were 
maligned by enemi es both in Eng la nd and So uth Africa, 
.\fr . God lonton co me to the fron t of publ ic opinion as one 
of th eir most ab le, vig il a nt, a nd pers istent champions. 
In th e press, a nd in books of considerable merit, he 
wield ed a pen which made his name a household word 
in th e homes of Albany . With Mr. Cock he was chosen 
to represen t the Eastern Province under the first fo rm 
of constitutional governm ent granted t o th e country, a nd 
th e valuable servi ces he rendered still further increased 
th e deep affection a nd confidence in which he had been 
held by all classes of the people. F irst a nd las t he was 
a prominent politician, both as speaker and writer. As 
constitutiona l ins titutions expa nded, he was continuously 
elec ted by th e peo ple of the Eastern districts. \ i\Then 
over sixty years o f age he went to live in En gla nd, 
a fter an absence of more than thirty-eight years. H e 
co uld not, however, se t t le down for long in a co untry 
which must in hi s eyes have altered a nd become st ra nge; 
and it was but natu ral th at, after a three-years' sojourn, 
he should return to the scene of his labours and success 
a nd th e la nd of his adoption. 

H e still se rved devotedly in the Legisla tive Council, 
until a t last oid age compelled him to li ve in retirement. 
H e died a t the ve nerable age of ninety. 

0 NE of the most comm anding fi gures in South 
African hi story was the first Angli can Met ro ­
politan, B ISHOP G R AY, who died in Cape 

T own on September 1st, 1872, after a stormy and 
difficult adm inistration, wh ich lasted during a quarte r 
of a century. vVhen he arrived a t the Cape the 
Angli can Clergy could not have numbered more tha n 

twenty a t the most , but when he died a compact 
in co rporated organi zation was in existence . His life 
was em bittered by ecclesiastical contes ts with Dr. 
Colenso a nd IvJr . Long . Hi s most importa nt work 
was the est ablishment of the Church of South Africa, 
with a constitution for self government a nd by 
synodical action. He possessed g reat zeal for education 
a nd had ma ny excellent qualities . His character was 
resolute t o the verge of despotism . H e saw things 
so clear ly from hi s own point of view tha t hi s im ­
petuous nat ure could not entertain the idea that other 
people, equally sin gle-minded and earn est as himself, 
shou ld differ from it. During the last twenty-five 
years of his life he had · g reat diffic ulties to face, g reat 
obstacles t o overcome, a nd only a man of hi s iron 
temperament could have conq uered them . H e always 
a nd freely lent his co-operat ion a nd sympathy to every 
public movement aiming a t the social a nd materia l 
prosperity of the cou ntry . He died leavin g his mark 
on South Africa, of which he was one of the best and 
most respected public benefac tors. 

By the death of Mr. JAMES RO SE IN NES, 
C .M. G., Cape Colony has lost one of its most 
useful and illustrious public servants, thongh his 

name is being honourably and worthily upheld by his 
son, Sir J ames R ose Inn es, Chief Just ice of th e Tra nsvaal. 
-when he died on July 6th, 1906, he was in his eighty­
third year, a nd had fo r some time been in a weak state 
of health. 

He was born a t Uitenhage on J anuary 23 rd, 1824, 
being th e eldest son of Mr. J. Rose Innes, LLD., the first 
Superintenden t-General of Education under the H erschel 
system . O riginally a teacher in the Norm al School, 
Cape T own, he entered the service in the Ed ucational 
D epa rtment in May 1842. Five yea rs later he was 
a ppointed t o the Colonial Secret a ry's D epartment, a nd 
was employed in the correspondence and despa tch 
branch . On th e recommendation of Major Hope, the 
Acting Colonial Secretary, which was endorsed by Sir 
C harles Darling, he was specially selected fo r the ap­
pointment of Provisional R esident Secretary, representing 
the Colonial Secreta ry' s D epartment at Grahamstown. 
This appointment was approved and confirmed by th e 
Secretary of State fo r the Colonies, and was the first 
under the new system which dispensed with th e trans­
acti on of public business through agents, a nd provided 
fo r the establishment of dupl icate departments of 
Government, to be located in Grahamstown . Sir 
George Grey, who succeeded Sir George Cathcart, did 
not, however, approve of the system, and it was aba n­
doned. 

Mr. Rose Innes was then made R esident Magist rate 
and Civil Commi ssioner of Riversdale, which in t he 
year 1856 was made a fi scal division. Subsequent ly he 
became R .M. and C.C. at Uite nh age, Bedford , Somerset 
East, and King vVilliam 's T own, w here he was stationed 
du rin g the Kaffir wa r. During this wa r wide and 
heavy responsibiliti es devolved upon him, fo r he was 
a nS\\·erable for the eq uipm ent and provision in g of t he 
levies and voluntee rs who arrived in quick success ion, 
and the whole of th e war expenditure fo r th e first six 
mont hs was incurred, adm inistered, a nd co nt rolled by 
him , as he had received carte blanche to do what he con ­
sid ered bes t in th e interes ts of th e service. F or the ab le 
ma nner in which he discharged hi s dut ies he received .the 
th a nks of the Governor and the Governm ent. Towards 
the end of 1879, Mr. R ose Innes was selected to t ake 
up the appointment of Administrator of Griqualand West, 
which was the highest office any civil servan t could be 
offered . H avin g carried out the an nexation of Griqua-
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land ·west to Cape Colony without a hitch, the office 
of Administrator lapsed. 

I nstead of retiring on a well -merited pension , he 
became eventually Under-Secreta ry for Native Affairs, a 
position he held for sixteen years . When he did retire, he 
was granted the C .M.G. and an additional pension, which 
made h is total pension £ 1,000, "being the full salary 
of his office in consideration of extraordina ry services 
during a long career extending over fifty-five years ." 

DOCTOR I NNES died at Port Elizabet h in 
December 1873, when he was seven t y-three 
years of age. On hi s arriva l iu Cape Colony, 

in 1822, he at once became Government In structor at 
Uitenhage, where he established a school of such 
reputation tha t he was subsequently promoted to the 
Mathematica l Chair of the So uth African College . H e 
had the knack of reducing abstruse st ud ies to charming 
simpli city, with a skill a nd lucidity a ll his own. When 
the new educational system devised by Si r J ohn Herschel 
was put into force, Doctor Innes was appoi nted by 
Si r J ohn Napier t o be the firs t Superin tend ent General 
of Education in Cape Colony. H e subsequent ly went 
to Scotla nd, and brought back with him such useful 
men as Messrs . Tudhope and P aterson. In due course 
he became Secretary and one of the members of th e 
Board of Examiners. 

F our or fi ve years before he died he retired from 
the public service, an d at his death left behind him a 
num ero us fam ily, whose names a re well known to th e 
Sou th African public - one gran dch ild having been in 
a form er Ministry the leader of the Opposition party in 
Pa rliament. 

COLO E L th e H ON . FREDERIC SC HERM­
BRUCKER was born a t Schwei nfurth , Bavaria, 
in 1832, and was a son of th e H on. C. Scherm­

brucker, one of the judges of th e a ppellate cuurt of th e 
province of the Pa latina te. H e was educated at the 
J esuit Institute of Neuburg, on the D anube, was a La ti n 
prizeman at that academy, and entered the ranks of the 
B avarian army as ·a private, but with the priv ileges of 
a gentleman cadet. H e went t o the Cape in 1857 with 
the rank of ensign ; was for some time a teacher of 
German before being appointed interpreter in the office 
of the R. M. at King ·William's T own . L ater he sta rted 
as an auctioneer, and from 1859 to 1866 took an act ive 
part in opposing the annexation of Kaffrari a to the Cape 
Colony . H e was one of th e acc used in the famous 
Calabash case, and was fin ed £100 for shooting a 
Kaffir sheep-stealer. H e was elec ted a member of the 
Cape Assem bly in r868, and eventua lly became ed itor 
of the "Bloemfontein Express ." H e left Bloem fontein 
and volu nteered for service, and did a g reat deal of 
fighting in the various Kaffir wars . I n 1880 he accom ­
panied Sir Gordon Sprigg to Basutoland to raise a 
police force. In 1882 he was elec ted M.L. C . fo r the 
E as tern Circle, was re-elec ted tvvo years la ter, and 
in the same year jo ined Si r Thomas U ping ton 's cabinet 
as Commissioner of Public Works and Crown L ands, 
and continued in this office in the second Sprigg 
ministry . H e successfully contested King Vhlliam 's 
T own at the general elections for the Cape H ouse of 
Assembly in 1888, 1894, and 1904, and was a lso a li fe 
member of the executive council of the Cape of Good 
H ope. The gallant Colonel, who died in 1904, will 
long be remembered for the many great fights he put 
up for the Progressive side . H e was a strong supporter 
a nd a t rusted fri end of the late Ceci l Rh odes. He was 
a receipient of the Papal decoration, " P ro Ponti/ice et 
Ecclesia," and wore the medals fo r the Gaika war, the 
Basutoland rebellion, and the Zulu war. 

THE late Mr. FREDERICK YORK ST. 
LEGER, M.L. A., was one of the pioneers of 
journalism in South Africa. Born in Limerick, 

Ireland, in 1863, he was educated at St. Paul 's School 
and Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, whence he 
proceeded to Oundle School as classical scholar. 

In 1856, he sailed for t he Cape to t ake up the 
position of Principal of St. Andrew's College, Grahams­
t o,vn, where he remained until 1863, in which year he went 
to Q ueenstown, and on the discovery of the Diamond 
Fields at Kimberley, participated in the rush of r 87 r. 

Five years later he started, with Mr. A. W . rviurray, 
the "Cape Times," which eventually became t he fi rst 

THE LATE MR . F REDERI CI< YORK ST. LE GER, 111.L.A. 

pa per in South Africa, retiring from the editorial chair 
in 1895, but remained solely res ponsible for the policy 
of the paper. 

I n 1898 Mr. St. Leger was returned as member of the 
L egislative Assembly for Cape Town, and headed the poll. 

A volunteer enthusiast, he held the rank of maj or 
(retired) in that famous co rps, the Du ke of Edinburgh 's 
Own Volunteer Rifles, a nd served with his regiment in 
the Basuto war. H e res ided at Clyst H azell , r ewlands, 
near Cape T own. 

NO ecclesiastical contest of modern times was waged 
with more acrimony than tha t which really re­
solved itself into a trial of stre ngth between the 

Church of England in South Africa a nd the Ch urch of 
South Africa . I t took the form of a long and bitter 
cont rove rsy between the friends and supporters of 
B IS HOP MERRIMAN , and, on the other hand, the 
pa rti zans of Dean \ ,V illiams . So much fri ction was 
caused by the disagreements of these Church dignitaries 
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th a t the dispute took fire in a n action in th e Supreme 
Court , Cape T own, where the case of Ivi erriman v. 
\iVilli a ms was decided on August 25th, 1880. The Chief 
Justice delivered a lengthy judgment , which res ulted in 
a bsolution from the insta nce, or judgment fo r the de­
fend ant with costs . The grounds of di ssension ,vere 
that the pla intiff claimed rights as a Bishop of the 
Church of South Africa; the defendant resisted because 
he was not a member, but that he abided by 1 he laws 
of the Church of the United Kingdom of Engla nd and 
Ireland. When Bishop Merriman intimated on one 
occasion his intention to preach in th e Cathedra l, a nd 
was present for th e purpose, Dean \ iV Illiams, because 
his leave was not asked, prevented the Bi shop from 
preaching by entering the pul!]it him self. This gave 
rise to the action at law. The Dean held rightly that 
no Bishop has a right to preach in the Cathedra l with­
o ut the conse nt of th e incumben t, a nd that Dr. Merriman 
was not a Bishop of the Church of England in lega l 
s uccession, and that in res istin g the infringement of the 
law on the form er head he was but protec ting the 
privileges of members of the Church of England. 

Bishop Merriman came of a L ancashire family, and 
was educated a t \ ,V inchester School, where he was 
successful in winnin g a Second Class in Classics and 
the Hulme Exhibition. In due course he was ordain ed, 
a nd spent his earlier yea rs in a livin g at D a rwen, Lan ca­
s hire, which was in the gift of hi s Coll ege . H ere he 
marri ed a Miss Potter, who was a mem ber o f a well­
known ?lfanchester family . Eventually he removed to 
Street, in Somersetshire, as curate with Lord J ohn 
Thynne, sub-Dean of vVestmin ster. In 1847 Dr. Gray, 
who had bee n vicar of Stockton-on-Tees, was search­
ing for suitable men to assist him in Cape Colony, 
a nd offered the Archdeaconry of Grah amstow n to Mr. 
Merrim a n, by whom it was acce pted. In this ,vay he 
became a missionary, which had long been his desire. 
H e came out with Ca non Baker and Bishop \ ,Velby. H e 
was simple and thorough in charac ter, and was much 
beloved , display in g a lso a n unwaverin g sy mpathy with 
the native races, for whose conversion he worked hard. 

\iVhen some years aft er he was raised to the 
Bishopric, communicants of both sexes trave ll ed all the 
·way from th e Transkei to be present a t his co nsecration. 
The success of Church of Engla nd Missions amongst the 
fronti er Kaffirs ,vas la rgely due to hi s energy and care. 
H ad he so wished, he might have beco me th e first 
Protestant Bishop of Grahamstow n, a nd when he was 
.offered Bloemfontein declined to accept. H e, however, 
s ucceeded Dr. Cot terell , and consented to t ake offi ce 
in 187 1. On August 20, 1882, he received a severe 
shock from a fall whi ch resulted in his death. 

·s IR C HARLES MILLS, K.C.M.G. , the la te Agent­
Genera l of Cape Colony, d ied in the year 1895. 
\ iV hen a youth he ran away and enl isted in the 

a rmy as a private , afterwards serving in the 98th Foot 
a nd on the staff of I-LM. Army in India, C hin a, a nd 
Turkey, between the years 1843 and 1856. H e th en 
b ecame Staff Officer of the Germ an troops sent as 
military settlers to the Cape . 

One of the most successful works he ever perform ed 
was a rranging th e settlemen t of these people in a manner 
calcula ted to satisfy both th emselves c> nd th e Colon ia 
Government. H e was appointed Sheriff, and eventually 
Government Secretary of British Kaffraria . After the 
a nnexat ion of this t erritory to Cape Colony, Mills was 
elected on e of th e members of th e H ouse of Assern bly 
for King vVilliam 's T own. 

Sir F . E . vV odehouse, who perceived his a bility, 
a ppointed Capta in Mills to a vaca ncy in the Colonial 

Office, from which pos1t1on he rose, in 1872, to be 
Under-Colonial Secretary . li e performed his duties in 
this capacity with marked zeal a nd ability, and in the 
matter of deta ils virtually ruled the Colony. 

On the 1st of October 1882 , Captain Mills, C.B ., 
C.M .G., became Agent-General in Lond on, an d until 
1895 perform ed the duties of the office in s uch a manner 
as to give the utmost sati sfaction to th e people and the 
Government, whom he had long and faithfully served. 
No more a ble or devo ted officer ever served Cape Colony, 
a nd a lthough milli ons of money necessarily passed 
through his ha nds , accompanied by numerous a nd 
insidious tempta tion s, he was a very poor man at the 
hour of his death . 

H e was supposed to be connected with Royalty, or 
at least one of the noblest families in the realm , a nd 
was eminently a sCJc iety man in London. H e died sud­
rl enly in th e met ro polis, a nu was succeeded in offi ce by Sir 
David T enna nt, then Speaker of the H ouse of Assembly . 

TH E first politicia n who held the helm of State on 
the intrud uction of respon sible government ,vas 
JOH N C HARLES MOLTENO . H e was born 

in England in the year 1814, a nd, while still a lad of 
sixtee n, came to Cape Colony . For some time he was 
a clerk in the South African Public Library, and then 
entered on a mercantil e career, during the course of 
whi ch he availed him self of th e opportunity of purchasing 
a la rge farming area at Nel's Poort. H e th en moved 
into th e Beaufort \ ,Vest divisi on, where he became bot h 
a farm er and a mercham. In th e wa r of 1846 he was 
one of th e commandants of the Bea ufort burghers, 
accompa nying th em in th e exped ition under S ir Andries 
St CJc kenstrom, which was so successful in the Ama tolas. 
Eventually he participated in a n ex pedition which pur­
sued the chief Kreli to his retreat in the fastn esses of 
th e Kei. Po liti ca lly Mr. Molteno was a strong supporter 
of Sir Andri es Stockenstrom and rdr. F airbairn in their 
efforts to sec ure rep resentative governm ent in th e colony . 
Through the exertions of these t wo th e constitution was 
grant ed, a nd at the first general elec ti on, in 1854, 
Molteno was return ed as the representati ve in the H ouse 
of Assembly for Beaufort \ ,Vest. R esponsible govern­
ment and \,\/ estern domin ation were his political objects, 
a nd he succeeded wonderfull y in obtaining them. H e 
became main ly instrum enta l in ca rrying out th e sc heme 
for a rai lway ove r the H ex Ri\·er mo untains. Thi s made 
the farms of Beaufort \Vest more va luable, whi le it 
gave Cape T own and some of the vVestern districts an 
importan t trade route . Through a ll changes, friction, 
a nd attacks J ohn Molteno marched triumphantly . H e 
was as successful in politics as in la nd. vVhen the new 
responsibl e government and constitution was proclaimed, 
and both Mr. P orter and l\fr. Solomon declin ed to form 
a Cabinet, the real leader of the Opposition was called 
upon, and Molteno became the first Prime Minister of 
Cape Colony. H e retired from public life in the year 
1883, after a knighth ood had been conferred on him. 

After a strenuous life of seventy-two years, most of 
which was g iven unsparin gly to the publi c affairs of his 
adopted country, he died in 1886 . 

MR . JOHN PATERSON, whose nam e looms 
largely in Colonial history, was born in Aberdeen, 
Scotla nd, in the year 182 1, a nd was educated 

in that a ncient city . In 1840 he met Dr. Innes, the 
first Cape S uperintendent General of Education, a nd 
was by him induced to come out to South Africa as a 
t eacher under the system then just inaugurated by Sir 
J ohn H erschel. 
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His first appointment was that of Principal of the 
Public School in Port E li zabeth. I n 1847 he com­
menced to write for th e newly-es ta blished " Eastern 
Province H erald " newspaper, and soon join ed the regular 
ran ks of the" four th esta te." In this capacity t he force 
and thoro ughness which marked hi s political career 
a nim ated hi s pen, but a t fir st, in a small commun ity, 
with but moderate scope fo r literary effort, he met with 
little success . He seriously thought, t herefore, of going 
to Natal, but changed his mind, when , through the 
fri endship of th e Am erican Consul in Cape T own , he 
began to engage in profitable mercantile adventures, 
a nd was appointed to th e vice-consulate of th e Un ited 
States in Port E li zabeth. Hi s partnership ·with Mr. 
George Kemp proved a failure, as they both suffered 
in the com merc ial d isaster which overwhelm ed the 
Cape in 1866. However, he started work again with 
indomitable energy, and eventua lly obtained the 
success which his industry and persevera nce deserved . 
Certainly " Littl e Bess," as Port E li zabet h was called, 
has reason to bless the memory of J ohn Paterson. 
His great ability was devoted for years to municipal 
affairs. 

The sea-wall, t own ha ll and library, public parks , 
Provincial Hospital, and Grey Institute Schools, were 
initi a ted or immensely helped fo rward by him. No 
man in So uth Afri ca has ever been more usefully 
enterprising. H e fou nded t he Sta nda rd Ba nk, the 
Gua rd ia n Assuran ce and Trust Com pa ny, as well as the 
£gis a nd Providen t F ire and Ma rine Insurance Com­
panies. The fir st-named has become the premier ba nk 
of Southern Africa, a nd ra nks among the successful 
corporations of the empire, while all the other institutions 
became flourishing a nd richly repaid the sha rehold ers 
who were so fortunate as to inves t in them. I n politics 
no ma n could have fo ught with g reater zeal, although 
his uncompromising methods of speech frequent ly pro­
voked host il ity . iVI r. Paterson sat in the first Parli ament 
of the Cape Colony as one of th e members in the 
H ouse of Assembly for Port E li zabeth . Confederation 
was his political ideal, whi le his vigoro us efforts were 
d irected not only to the furth erance of this cause so 
st rongly espo used by the Imperial Government , but to 
th e consideration of ques tions connected with finance 
a nd railway progress. In his death federation lost its 
most darin g and devoted champion. So far was he in 
advance of his age, th at wh en he proposed what was 
then considered a colossal scheme of n ilways to cost 
[ 5 ,000,000 sterlin g, he was la ughed at by the very 
men who s ubseq uently ag reed to vo tes amounting to 
£ 15 ,000,000 for the same purpose . 

J ohn Paterso n sat in both H ouses of th e L egislature 
a t different periods . H e spent so me years in E ngl a nd, 
a nd was coming out to South Afri ca fo r the last tim e 
when he became a victim of shipwreck, a nd was 
drown ed in the North Atlantic. 

MR . W ILLIAM PORTER, who prior to his 
decease had been intimately conn ected with 
South Africa a nd its politics durin g a long and 

active li fe, was a native of the North of Irela nd a nd 
a barrister of the Dublin Bar. H e came at an early 
age to Cape Colony, and thenceforward made South 
Africa his adopted co untry , his in terests being all 
centred in its prosperity. H e was a splendid orator, 
and had he so chosen could have secu recl rep utat ion 
and weal th in his own co untry . In 1839 he was 
appointed Attorney-Ge(1eral, vvh ich was ma ny years 
before th e advent of represen tative institutions, a nd 
was the framer of th at co nstitution which gave great 

privil eges to th e peopl e of Ca pe Colony . No man , we­
suppose, was ever more univers:tlly or more continuously 
loved by all sec tions of the comm unity . H e pe rformed 
the duties of his high office wi th g reat abi lity, helping 
fo rward a ll measures for the public good, and ge nerously 
ass isting where charity plectded fo r notice. H e never 
ma rried, and, as his circumsta nces were good, sacr ificed 
a portion of his pension fo r the foundation of a n ed uca­
tiona l business a nd the es tablishment of a muc h- needed 
reformatory for boys . Hi s intimate and long life-friend 
was Mr. Hugh Lynar, whose charac ter was both the 
contrast and complement of Mr. Porter 's . This adopted 
brother predeceased him, and from that time his interest 
in life seemed t o wane. Mr. P orter reiused the offic e 
of Ch ief Justice three times, a nd when responsible 
governm ent was int rod nced declined t o become the first 
Prime Minist er. H e was so ri chly endowed with brains 
as to have made it possible fo r him to succeed without 
industry ; yet he had industry enough to have succeeded 
with out ability . H e died leaving many fri ends, loved, 
hon oured a nd respected . If a defici ency must be men ­
tion ed, it was that his opi nions were wa nting in that 
down-rightness of t one which g ives a nd strikes convic­
tion in th e breasts of the audience. This limita tion, 
whi ch mitigated somewhat against his success as a 
la wyer, he him self was conscious of, hence his refusal 
to fill th e chief office in the Supreme Court of the 
Colony . In politics his feelings carried him away, a nd 
bis heart being better th an his head a political consti ­
tution by far too ge nerous in respect of th e franchise 
was the co nsequence . 

Mr. Porter left the Colony on August 16th , 1873 , 
a nd travelled through E urope, then settled down in 
Belfas t, being never more des tined to revisit t he old 
scenes a nd fam iliar faces in the land where the best 
years of hi s life were spe nt. 

AN DRIES STOCKENSTROM, second so n of th e 
ba ronet of that name, and for some tim e Judge 
of th e S upreme Court of the Cape of Good H ope, 

was born at Graa f Reinet. After studying in E urope, 
he was called to the Bar in 1866, a nd soon rose to be 
one of the most popular advocates of th e E as tern Di s­
tri cts Court. F ew men took a more profound interest 
in the trend of public affairs, a nd no man was more 
imbued with a n intense patriotism fo r a nd devotion to 
the land which was his by bi rth and adoption. Four 
years prior to hi s death he contested the consti tuency 
of G raha mstown, being on this occasion defeated by 
S ir Rich ard Southey . H e soon after left the fi eld of 
politi cs to take up the appointment of Judge of the· 
Cou rt of Griqualand ·w est , which was form ed fo r th e 
settl ement of land claims. His work in this co nn ection 
was of a most d isagreeable character, so much so, indeed ,. 
th at he felt const rained to apply fo r a Royal Commission 
to inquire into his cond uct rela tive to the ser ious charge· 
bro ught against him of havin g caused the war. But 
the Secretary of State decided th at such a co urse wa5, 
unnecessary, co nsidering the high reputation he enjoyed 
fo r the consc ientious d ischarge of h is duty . At the end 
of the pa rliame nta ry sess ion of 1877, Mr. Stockenstrom 
·was a ppointed Attorn ey-Genera l in pl ace of Mr. J acobs, 
and, with out holding a seat in the House, co ntinued in 
offi ce until the d ism issal of th e Molteno Min istry in 
February 1878 . H e was then elected as member for 
Albert. About thi s tim e, however, the dread ha nd of 
disease was laid upon hi m, a nd check ed that parlia • 
mentary career which held out such high promise. H e 
was c1 ppoi nted Judge of th e Supreme Co urt_ in success ion 
to Mr. Justice F itzpatrick, but , a ft er fight ing agains t 
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fa iling health fnr a few month s, he died in harn ess at 
S\\"ellendam, on his firs t c ircuit , a t the ea rly age of 
thirty-six. H e h ated baseness a nd trickery, sham a nd 
pret ence. H e loved truth a nd justice for t heir own sake 
more dearly tha n him self. His scrupulous honour as an 
ad vocat e a nd a ll his fin e at tributes combined to make 
him a n ideal judge, up ri ght a nd fearless, and one d iffic ult 
t o replace. 

TH E HO NOU RABL E GEO RGE WOOD was 
born in London in 1805, and came to Cape 
Colony with th e Salem party in 1820. P ossessed of 

a clear head a nd a rob ust const itution, combin ed with 
a n indomitable wi ll , he co uld lay claim to al l th ose 
q ualitiP.s which , practised, mea n success . At th e age 

of thirty, Si r H arry Smith gave him the rank of major­
in the Colonia l fo rces, a nd \\· hen peace was aga in. 
res tored , he prosec uted his co mmercial pursuits wit h 
s11ch energy a nd acumen th at he soon became the· 
wealth ies t ma n among the "1820 settl ers." 

Mr. \ Vood held a seat in the Legislative Council 
of Cape Colony from 1854 until about a year before · 
hi s death , which took place in G ra hamstown on 1st 
November 1884. H e was a striking example of a 
self-m ade man, and it was only th rough sheer force of 
character and ability that he attained t o his position 
as a merchant prince a nd as a devoted public servant 
for ma ny years in the Upper H ouse . H e d id much 
fo r the development of the commercial a nd industri al 
industries of Cape Colony, a nd he prospered with its 
prosperity . 

D IN GAAN'S MONU ME:-ST, TRANSVAAL. 
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TH E late Mr. H EN RY \ N. BIDWELL, wh ose 
dea th occurred in 1899, has been well described 
as a "public, as well as a pri vate, benefactor. " 

Born in Norwich , England, in the year 1830, he early 
i n li fe set out to seek his fortun e in the great City of 

TH E LATE MR. H ENRY W . BIDWELL. 

London, a nd th ere obtained em ployment in a printing 
establishment. A self-educat ed ma n, he made th e study 
of lithography his first care, a nd in a brief while made 
some important di scoveries in the production of fine 
a rt , which helped him considerably in the struggle fo r 
e xistence. H e lived several years in London, never 
relax ing his stud ies, a nd in 1862 emigrated to South 
Africa, to t ake up the posit ion of sub-ed itor to the 
"Graharn stown J ourn al. " T wo years later he cha nged 
to U itenh age, and there found ed th e "Uitenage Tim es" 
{still extant , a nd at present ed ited by Mr. W. S .J. Sell ick). 
In 1873 :Mr. Bidwell was chosen as the representative of 
Uitenh age in th e L egislative Assembly, but was some 
t ime att erward s a ppointed offic ial shorthand writer 10 

the Com mittees of the H ouse of Assembly. Hi s labours 
on the Commission whi ch was appointed to deal with 
the Frontier vVar, a nd on other importa nt Co mmissio ns, 
were of in estimable value . Mr. Bidwell was a lso a 
member of the old Uitenh age Board of Com missioners, 
while his services on the Uiten hage T own Council, the 
Divisional Council, and on the boards of man agemer, t 
o f th e local public schools have been great . H e edited 
th e " Uiten hage Times " until 1892, and was not 
unkn own to fam e as a novelist wh o had ,~1ritt en a nd 
published se veral good books. As a poet , t oo, he was 
successful , having written a book of excellent poems. 
Some of his fine;;t verses were written on the occasion 
of the marriage of King Edward (then Prin ce of ·wales), 
for whir h he received th e personal th an ks of His Majesty . 
As a musician Mr. Bidwell earned not a little distincti on. 
He established, and for years conducted, the first choral 
society of Uitenh age. His death in the J anuary of 1899 
was universally deplored . All his varied talen ts had 
ever been at the servi ce of every useful and phila nthropic 

cause. The respect en tertained for him by his fellow­
citizens was g reat a nd profound, and they will long 
cherish the recollection of his good deeds a nd good 
example. 

TH E late Mr. WILLIAM J ARDI NE was born in 
1837, a t the Borela nd of Dryfe, in Ann andale, Dum­
fri essh ire. H e was the eldest son of J ames J ardin e 

a nd his wife, Jemim a Halliday-bot h representa tives of 
old Scottish border fa milies long settled in Anna ndale. 

H e was educat ed a t the parish school and, at the age 
of fifteen, was apprent iced to Mr. J ames J oh nstone, in 
Anna n. After serving his four years he went across to 
Irela nd, and entered the mercantile house of T odd, Burn s 
& Co., in Dublin , th e Burns in the firm being Gilbert , 
nephew of R obert, the poet. In 1858 he left for the 
United Sta tes, hut returned to Scotland aft er about a 
year, a nd th en decided to t ry the Cape of Good H ope, 
influenced no doubt by the fac t that hi s fath er and 
brother \ Valter had already come to the Colony. Mr. 
Jard ine la nd ed in September 1859, a nd started b usiness 
in \ Vynberg, but a ft er a time he removed to town to the 
premises in Add erley Street , recently rebuilt. 

Mr. J ardine was of a retirin g disposition, but he took 
a st rong interest in public events, and was generally 
conservative in his views. H e highly approved of the 
prac tical department of th e Salvation Army, a nd cordia lly 
contributed to the support of th eir rescue work. 

Sprung from a farm in g stock, he had a g reat taste for 
fa rming and gardening, a nd acqui red an extensive pro­
perty a t Sir Lowrys Pass, where he planted th ousands of 
trees a nd spent much of his leisure in superintendin g 
various improvements. His garden was hi s g reat recrea­
tion , a nd tas te and sk ill were evid ent in its cultivation. 

fr. Jardin e leaves a widow a nd famiiy of ten sons and 
da ughters. His eldest son, who succeeds to the bus i-

T HE LATE MIL WILLIAM J ARDINE . 

ness, is Major \ V. J ardine, who for ma ny years has been 
associa t ed with th e Cape T own Highlanders and the 
Scot tish societi es of Cape Town . His second son is a 
min ing engineer a nd surveyor a t R oodepoort, on th e 



DECEASED P UBLIC MEN. 

R and, and his youngest son is passing his studies fo r 
the medical profess ion in L ondon . His eldest daughter 
is married to Mr. Lawrence vVoodhead, son of the late 
S ir John \ i\Toodhead , of Sea Point, and two of the 
younger daughters were married to Mr. J. J. and Dr. 
\i\Tm . Johnston, surgeon dentists of this City . 

Mr. J ard ine has left behind hi m the reco rd of an 
upright li fe and honourable business career, and the 
success which he achieved was accompanied by the 
respect and goodwill of all who were acquainted with 
him. 

A LL the grit and enterprise for which the Iri sh 
people a re noted were, well exemplifi~d in the p_er­
son of Mr. DAVID h.E RR, who, without having 

had th e advantages of higher ed ucati on, began the battle 
of life in earnest whilst st ill in his teens. His career 

THE LATE MR. DAVID KERR. 

lay not along the lines of least resistance, not always 
in pleasant places, or on a bed of roses; but mostly in 
the rough and ready miners camp, where hardships and 
want of the pleas ures of civilized life are compensated 
fo r, somewhat, by the stirring excitement of winning 
the hidden treasures of the earth, whether in the shape 
of rust-coloured nuggets of gold or of glittering diamonds 
set like stars in th e "blue." 

H e was born at Warringstowa, in the North of 
I reland , in the year 1839, but left his native land at 
the age of thirteen when his fath er, who was a large 
farmer, and his family emigrated t o Australia. H ere 
he was early engaged in mi ning, laying the foundat ion 
of a sound practical kn owledge of this branch of 

industry, before he left his new home and went to the 
river diggings in the northern part of New Zealand. 
H ere he was successful, managin g by steady persever­
ance to save the money which in 1864 supplied him 
with the means to push his fortunes in South Africa. 
H e first, on a rrival, went to Kimberley, where he worked 
in the mines with variabl e fortun e in partnership with 
his brother, S. Kerr, who was for many years his close 
assoc iate. O n hearing that a property at J agersfontein 
had been worked and abandoned as unremunerative, 
the prospector 's instinct, wh ich th rough long experience 
had become second nature to him , was aroused; for 
judging from certain information that he had received, 
he and his brother went out for themselves to in spect 
the workin gs, and were so favourably impressed ·with 
their possibiliti es that they started operations at once, 
and were first to import machin ery for the development 
of t his now fl ourishing diamond min e of New J agers­
fontein. By - and - by, such energy and faith did they 
throw into the undertakin g, that the syndicat e was 
floated into a limited liabil ity company, the two 
brothers Kerr each having a seat on the directorate . 
It was just a ft er flotation that the fin est and most costly, 
if not quite the largest , diamond ever fo und in South 
Africa was un earthed and brought to light, surpass ing 
in splendour, being of the rare. blue-tinted variety, the 
famous Koh-i-noor, and being worth a fo rtune. A 
crystal model of this diamond, known everywhere as 
the "Excelsior" and having a value of 970 carats, is 
in the keeping of Mrs. Kerr, who treasures it dearly 
as a mem ento of her lat e husband , and as a token of 
his enterprise and industry, t o which its discovery is 
undoubtedly owed . The diamond, we hear, has now 
been cut up into several smaller bri ll iants , ,vhich fac t 
serves to enhance the value of the model. 

Mr. Kerr's heart was always in the minin g centre 
of Kimberley, a nd m ore especially of J agersfontein , 
where his interests chiefly lay, where his public service 
was given, and where his fo rtune was made, so that 
when he sold out his controlling interest in the J agers ­
fontein Mine, retaining only such as enabled him to 
remain on the directorate, it was chiefly out of regard for 
the well -being of his wife and family that he changed 
hi s residence to Cape T own in 1888, thereby practically 
ret iri ng from th e avocation which had kept hi m 
employed through many years of a strenuous life. 

A m an, however, wh o could never consent t o 
" leisured ease," he occupied his time in building pro­
perty in vario us parts of Cape T own, and was 
accustom ed to spend many hours a day in the com­
pany of his archict ec t, Mr. L aw, in pursuance of his 
plans in thi s respect. While at J agersfontein he had 
been Magistrate fo r several years, and naturally took 
an affect ionat e interest in the community of the mi nin g 
dorp whi ch he had been the means of creating. In 
Cape T own he never entered public life, because as 
afo resaid he could never get over the feelin g that he 
was a stranger there, and that his rea l home was 111 

.J agersfontein . 
Mr. Kerr marri ed twice, his second wife being a 

daughter of the R ev. J ohn Edmunds, of Longford, 
Ireland. 
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THE LATE PRES IDENT KRUGER'S MONUMENT, PRETORIA , TRANSVAAL. 
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