
ADDITIONAL BIOGRAPHIES of the ORA~GE RIVER COLONY. 
(Arrived too late for classification.) 

MR. THOMAS AITCHISON is a nati\·e of Edin
burgh, where he was born in 18601 ,rnd is the 
eldest son of Mr. \Malter Aitchi so n, of that 

city . At an early age he entered th e drapery house of 
i\I essrs . W . Renton & Co., Princes Street, \\·here he 
seJTed th e usual term of apprenti ceship. H e then 
proceeded to London, and spent se\·eral \·ea rs in Lh e 
well-kn o\\'n house of Messrs. Marshall & Snclgrn\·e. 
From there he wandered to Cape Tm\'11 and P ort 
Elizabeth, and ultimately found empl oyment in King 
V./illiam's Town. Sixteen years ago he came to the 
Orange Free State, and \\·as employed in general up
co untn· stores, first in Bethulie and next in Vrecle. 
O\·er nin e years ago he started busin ess in Thaba 
' ~ chu, and from a small beginning has \\·orked up a 
business that is a leading feature of th e tom1. Since 
i\Ir. Aitchi so n has been at Thaba ' Nch u he has ah\·ays 
taken a great interest in the \Yelfare of the tom1, and 
he has been for th e past four years a prominent 
member of the Muni cipal Council. 

l\JR . T. C. L. BERGSTEDT. 

MR. JOHN BLAIR, Kroonstad, was born in Ayrshire, 
in 1875. H e recei\·ecl a th o rough class ical train
ing at the Ayr Grammar Sc hoo l, \Yh1ch enabled 

him on the terminatio n of same to enter the Nati onal 
Bank of Scotland at Avr as clerk . H ere he remain ed 
for the following six y;ars, when he \\·as transferred to 
GlasgO\\·, and two yea rs later proceeded to London to 

joi n th e staff o f th e head offi ce in Cannon Street. 
After six months in Lond on he \Yas sent to South 
Afri ca, landing at Cape T omi in 1898, and becoming 
clerk in th e head office there. Eighteen months later 
he proceeded to Kroonstacl as accou nt.lilt for fifteen 
months, \Yh en he return ee! to Cape TO\l'll. Fourteen 
months later, ha \·i 11 g recei \'eel the appo i n trne11 t as man 
ager to th e ha11k 's bran c h at Krnonstacl, he proceeded 
th it her, and a t the prese nt tim e sti ll ho lds that appoint
ment. Prior to i\Ir. Blai r co ming to South Afri ca, 
\\·hi le in Scotland, he \\·as successful in passing the 
i\I embers and Associates Exami nation s of th e B;u1kers' 
I nstitutc of ScotL llld . H e is a member of th e Kroon stacl 
H ospital Comm ittee, aml \\·as for some time Chieftain 
of th e Kroonstad C.tleclon i, u1 Soc iety, o f \\·hich he is 
sti 11 a rnern her. 

MR. JOHN GARDEN \\as born at Arbroath in the 
co un ty of F ifeshire, Scotland, in th e year 1869, 

~ and is the eldest so n of the late John Garden, 
Recto r of the Arbroath Academy, Scotland. H aYi ng 
completed his edu catio n at the public school in i\Iurray
shire he first jo in ed the Caledonian Rlllkin g Company of 
l<othes, in Scotland, and some three years later, in the 
yea r 18801 he came to South Africa to fill a positi o n 
g ranted him in Scotla nd as clerk in th e P ort Elizabeth 
branch of the Bank of Africa, and for th e subsequent 
fo ur years hel d Yarious posit io ns in the bran ches of hi s 
ba11 k, both in th e Cape Colo ny, Free State and Natal. 
ln the Year 1890 he joined the ~ati onal Bank of the 
Ora nge Free State as manager to the \Vinburg bran ch, 
and sin ce that date has continued to hold such positi on. 
h is co nn ectio n \\·ith the banking busi ness thus coverrng 
no less a peri od than h\·enty-fo ur vears. 

i\Ji-. G,1rclen has fo r a co nsi derable number of years 
bee n a Freemaso n, and fo r th e past ten years has "been 
a Past i\Iaste r of the Lodge Uni tY of \\' inburg a nd still 
takes a keen inte rest in all masoni c matters, and is a 
coffespo ncl ir.g member of th e Ars Q uatu or Coro nati 
Lodge, No. 2096 of Lo ndo n. Mr. Garden is an 
Associate of th e In sti tute o f Bankers in So uth Afri ca, 
and h is cl ub is the \\' inbmg. 

In the Year 1888 he marr ied Anna, second daughter 
of K. J. de Kok, E sq., of Joha nn esburg. 

TH lS book \\·oulcl be incomplete \\·ithout the in clu
sion of a short sketc h of some of our prin ci pal 
fa rmers, and there can be no doubt that i\Ir. 

W. B. GRADWELL holds a premier positi on. 
Son of i\Ir. \,\'illiam Gracl\\'ell, of Lighthall, Ah-er

stone, Lan cash ire, he \\·as born in Albanv in 18+1, 
came to the Free State in 1865, traYelled throug h the 
Tr,uis, ·aal and be\·ond, hun ting and tradi ng, finally 
settli ng clmrn to farmi ng in the district of Bloemfontein . 

Not o nh· is "Fanner \\' ill, " as he is familiarly 
called, th e leadin g farm er in th e district, but he is also 
a g reat reader, especially on ag ricultural subj ects . H e is 
no mean expon ent \\·ith the pen, and man~- interesti ng 
articles ha\·e appe; 1red in the Press under the 11 0 111 de 
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p!11111e of " Pat Grum," "Farmer Will," and "Button 
Short." Among others a well thought out article on 
irrigati on, advocating th e use of th e flood waters of the 
Caleclon, Modeler, and Vet Rivers up to the Vaal on to 
the intervening land by canals was warmly commented 
upon by the late editor of the "Bloemfontein Express," 
iVIr. Ca rl Borkenhagen, who wrote inter alia, "Not 
only our thanks, but the th anks of every burgher of 
the State are due to Mr. Gradwell for the trouble he 
has taken in thinking out the scheme, by which his 
fellow men will be greatly benefited. " 

Mr. Gradwell owns about 201000 morgen of the 
best land in the Bloemfontei n di ·trict, he and his sons 
farming on an extensive scale, often 21 000 to 3,000 
acres being under cultivation, and even in this terrible 
seaso n over 31000 bags of potatoes have already been 
gained. Ever in the van in introducing new seeds 
and up-to-elate machin ery, stock-breeding is also care
fully watched, and th e best br~d horses, cattle and 
sheep can be seen o n hi s farms. Cattle breeding -with 
Fri eslanders is Mr. Graclwell 's favo urite pursuit, and he 
has imported the best that money can buy from 
Englan d, H olland, a nd the U nited States . H e has 
won a great number of prizes, and intends exhibiting 
on a larger scale in future. Needless to say, Mr. 
Gradwell is a good judge of stock, and for man y 
years he has acted as judge at th e P ort Elizabeth, 
Rosebank, and Durban Agricultural Shows, often 
judging singly. 

O\\'ing to a breakdown in health, Mr. Gradwell 
now res ides partly at East Londo n, but chatting with 
him a few clays ago he declared that he lond thi s dry 
landscape still, an d ahnys lo ngs to return to his farm 
from hi s beautiful home in th e lovely suburbs of th e 
coast, where old Free Staters always receive a warm 
\Yelco me. His health has much improved lately. It 
may also be mentioned that in hi s time Mr. \!\T. B. 
Grad,Yell was one of the best shots in th e Orange 
Free State, and was fo r many years President of the · 
Rifle Association. 

Leading a strenu ous life, Mr. Gradwell never 
sought politi cal life, th o ugh he takes a keen interest in 
local and home politi cs. 

Mr. Gradwell married lVIiss M. E . Usher, also a 
child of a Briti sh settler. They have five so ns and 
three daughters ; the eldest, Mr. B. J. Gradwell, now 
manages the farming operations, and they are all 
\\·orthy so ns of a worthy fath er. 

F E\,V men in the O.R.C. can clai m to have clone 
more for th e town of his adoption than th e sub
ject of our sketch, Mr. ROBERT GIBSON, J.P., 

of H arri smith. A South African by birth, being born in 
Natal in the year 18561 he is th e fourth so n of the late 
R. T. Gibson, E sq., of Newcastle-on-Tyne, England. 
H e was educated at the Maritzburg College, and after 
the completion of his studies he entered th e service of 
the Natal Bank there, and remained with that in stitution 
for so me three years, when he went to Kimberley, 
but th at place not suiting his health he came to 
H arri smith , \Yhi ch in those clays was quite a small 
clorp, and was appoin ted manager for F . C. Manely, 
general merchants, and remain ed \\·ith this firm till the 
year 18831 when he started in business in partnership 
with Mr. Payne. They traded togeth er as general 
merchants until th e retirement of Mr. P ayne in th e 
year 1897, since whi ch elate Mr. Gibson has carried on 

the business o n his own account. F or the last twenty 
years he has been a member of the Council, and 
during all thi s period has bee n o ne of th e most 
active members of that bodyguard. During th e time 
he has served on th e Council waterworks have been 
erected at a cost of some £ 20,000, and these can be 
considered second to none in South Africa. It was 
Mr. Gibson who conceived the idea of water storage 
on th e top of th e Plaatberg having a capacity of some 
80,000,000 gallo ns, and his scheme ,Yas carried against 
much oppositi on. It was on his suggesti on that the 
proposed town hall is about to be put in hand at a 
cost of £25,000. Anoth er great improvement that has 
taken place in th e town during th e past five years is 
the installation of electric light, and th e g reat sanitary 
improvements and street drainage. Mr. Gibso n can 
justly lay claim to being o ne of th e oldest residents in 
th e town and we find him naturally vice-president of 
most of th e local athletic clubs, and amo ng th e m ost 
popular members of th e H arrismith Club. H e is an 
excellent example of an all-round sportsman. l n the 
year 1884 he marri ed a daughter of th e late Dudley 
Sadler, Esq ., of Kimberley, and has issue five children. 

MR. RICHARD WESTERN HODGIN comes from 
the Garden County of Kent, Englan d . H e was 
born at W oolwich in the year 1868. H e first 

lau nched out into life by entering the English Civil 
Service in tlie Admiralty Office in the year 18821 and was 
afterwards in the Engli h Education Offi ce. F our years 
later he received an appo intment as second division 
clerk in th e National Department Office, \\·here he 
remained till the year 1897, when, O\Ying to ill-health, 
he retired on a pension, an d set sail for South Africa, 
wh ere he entered the banking business as clerk to the 
Standard Bank of South Africa, at King William's T own. 
In January 1904 he proceeded to the Orange River 
Colony to take up the duties under his present appoint
ment as manager of th e bank's branch at Ladybrand, 
sin ce which elate he has con tinued to fill that position. 
Mr. H odgin takes a keen interest in all forms of manly 
sport, and is the popular Chairman of the local Athleti c 
Association, and being an enthusias tic golfer, has clone 
much to keep up this branch of sport in the distri ct. 

In 1901 he married Annie, second daughter of th e 
late George Sad ler, E sq., of Lechlade, Gloucestershire. 

MR. PETRUS JACOBUS KOLBE was born at 
Kaalspruit, in th e Bloemfo ntein District, in th e 
year 18521 and is the fourth so n of the late 

J. G. Kolbe, E sq., of Cape Colony. Leaving school 
at an early age, he joined his fath er, wi th wh om he 
caniecl on farming till th e year 1886; he then boug ht 
a farm on the Mud River in the Bloemfontein District, 
and continued to work on it till the outbreak of th e 
late Boer War, when he joined General W essels, and 
later, under General Prinsloo, saw so me of the heaviest 
fighting during that long campaign, being present at 
such fights as Belmont, Graspan, Magersfontein and 
Kimberley. Mr. Kolbe is evidently endowed with a 
charmed life, as during the whole time he \Yas in the 
fi eld he was only once wounded with a fragment of 
a shell. On th e termination of hostiliti es he return ee! 
to his farm, o nly to find it barren, all his cattl e and 
stock having been taken, and thus left, he decided 
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to sell his fa rm a nd return to live qui etly in Brand
fort. Mr. Kolbe i a keen member of the Muni cipa l 
Coun cil, and i also a member of the Nati o na l School 
Committee. 

Dr. Kelln er married l\Iiss Oelrich, of Graaf Rein et, 
and has three sons and three daughters ; one of the 
so ns being a doctor practising in Bloemfontein, ano th er 
an eng in eer, and the youngest a farmer in th e district 
of Lady brancl. In th e year r883 he married Margaret, fourth 

daug hter of the late J. W. Louw, of Bloemfo ntein, and 
had issue five children. The Doctor has taken a large share in ,,·orki ng for 

the development and prosperity of Bloemfontein , and 
e,·en to-clay, alth ~)Ug h he has retired from practice, is 
always ready and willing to g ive his va lu able ach·ice 
and assistance w hen ver required, his la tes t nobl e ac ti on 
being the g iving o f free lec tu res on midwi fery. 

MR. P . J . KOLBE . 

DR. BERNHARD OTTO KELLNER, th e o ld est 
a1'.d highly respected practiti oner in th e Orange 
Rl\"er Colony, was born 111 Charl ottenburg, 

Germany, in r836 . 
H e passed the medi cal examinati ons of 1\1.D. and 

C.M. in Berlin, and commenced practi ce in Bloem fo n
tein in r863; was Medical Offi cer to th e Burg her 
forces during th e Basuto \,Var, a nd rendered good 
service to the sick and wounded . 

The Doctor ah,·ays took a leading part in th e public 
in stitution s of the capital, and, to enumerate a fe\\·, 
represented F au resmith, H oopstad, and Ladybrand in 
the Free State Volksraacl for many years ; T own 
Coun ci llor from the commencement, and nin e years 
Mayo r of the town ; Medical Officer of the National 
(or "Volks " ) H ospital; Member of the Committee of 
the Nati onal Museum; and Curator of the Lun ati c 
Asylum. 

Dr. Kelln er was German Consul fo r ten years, 
represented this Colony a t the King's Corona ti on, met 
the Prin ce and Princess of W ales at Cape T own, and 
took part in almost a ll important Commissions o n 
behalf of th e F ree State ; was one of th e s ig nato ries of 
th e Agreement with the la te Cecil Rhodes fo r th e 
building of the main lin e of ra il\\·ay ; and in order to 
prevent the destru ction of Bloemfontein, was one of 
th e three " ·ho drO\·e Lord Roberts into that tO\rn o n 
th e 13th farch r900. 

Dr. Kelln er res ides at his beautiful residence, No. 95
1 AJi,Yal Street, and a lthoug h he has passed th e a llotted 

span, a ll res idents of th e capital, old and young, 
earn estly hope that he will yet be spared fo r man~· 
years to enj oy th e fruits of hi s lahour on behalf of the 
\\·ho le cornmunitv. 

MR. RYNHOLDT ANTON IE El<NEST KLERCK 
was born in Cape T o \\·11 in th e year 1861, and 
is the youngest so n of th e late l\Ir . \ 1\1. !Gerek, 

of Cape T omi . H e was ed ucated at th e \\·ell -kn own 
So uth African Coll ege, Cape T own, and o n lea, ·i ng that 
in stitutio n started life by entering th e f-irm of Messrs. 
\i\' illiam Duncan & Co., \\·here he remain ed for th e 
foJlo \\·ing nin e yea rs, wh en he decided on th e banking 
busin ess, a nd accordingly became clerk in th e Cape 
T o\\·n branch of th e Bank of Afri ca. In th e Year 
1888 he was transferred to th e Johannesburg bra1°ich, 
remaining in that city till the yea r r 890, \\·hen he 
return ed to Cape T own. Three yea rs later he \\·as 
promoted to accou ntant in th e branch at Paarl, sub
seq uently holding ,·ari ous positi ons at Cape T O\rn , 
Fauresmith, and Johan nes burg. Hi s next promoti o n 
was to th e positi on of manager to th e Paarl branch, 
remaining three 1110 11 ths before proceed ing to Craclock 

. as acti ng-manage r. Six weeks late r lie received his 
present appo intment as manager to th e Lacly brand 
branch, and still reta ins his position th ere ; his to tal 
sen ·ices " ·ith the ban k c ,·ering no less a peri od than 
nin eteen years. T aking a keen interes t in church 
matters, he is the treasurer of th e Wesleyan Church. 

In 190+ he marri ed Margaret, eldest daug hter of 
Mr. P. J. Naude, of Lacl:-·brand, and has one child. 

MR. \ i\T l LLIAM LAM BON, T O\rn Co un cillo r, was 
born at Burto n-on-Trent, England, in 1867

1 
and at an early age \\·as appointed to the fam ous 

gunmakers, i\Iess rs. 'vV. 'vV. Greener & Co., St. Mary's 
Square, Birmingham, and, late r, C. G. BonehilJ, Bir
ming ham. J n 1889 he sail ed fo r So uth Afri ca, and 
immediately proceeded to Kimberley, an d jo in ed the 
well-kn own g unmaker, l\Ir. A. P . \i\'alshe, where he 
stayed fiye years. Young and full of energy, i\Ir. Lambon 
determin ed to stri ke out fo r himself, and in 1895 e ·ta
bli shed \\·hat is now a lu crati,·e busin ess in Bloemfo ntein, 
and occupies his prese nt position throug h honest perse
verance and sterling hard work. A keen sportsman, he 
was one of th e fo unders of th e Ramblers' Social Club, 
was instrumental in the fo rmatio n of th e Bloemfon tei n 
Cycl ing Club, and, pre,·ious to the wa,·, was secrcta ,·y 
of the Ri He Clu b. 

As a TO\rn Coun cill or he has taken up a th oroug hh· 
independent positi on, and sometimes puzzles th o ·e in 
authoritv by asking pertin ent questi o ns, and, w hat is 
more, does not rest until he recei,·e · a sa ti sfac tory reply. 
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Mr. Larnbon enj oys the con11dence of a large section 
of th e ratepayers, and is familiarly kn own as th e "People's 
William." 

His flourishing business is on the Market Square. 

FEW men have given up more time to the town of 
their adoption than Dr. PIETER de VILLIERS 
MOLL, of Kroonstad, for it was mainly due to 

the efforts of this gentleman that Kroo nstad can boast 
of one of the best water schemes of anv town in the 
Colo ny, which was carried out by Mesirs. H arcombe 
Bros., of Cape Town, at a total cost of some £7,000. 
Dr. Moll is a South African by birth, being born at 
Paarl, Cape Colony, in th e year 1856, and is the seco nd 
son of the late P. D. Moll, E sq., of that town. H e re
ceived his p rimary educatio n at th e Boys' Public School 
at Paarl, under th e tutorship of the late Dr. H offmann, 
M.LA. for Paarl, and later, in the year 1876, he 
matn culaterl at the Cape U niversity. H e th en proceeded 
to Edinburg h University, which he entered as a medi cal 
student, and during the six years that he was there he 
took his degree as M.B., 1\1.Ch. Edinburgh University. 
Owing to ill-health Dr. Moll was unable to remain in 
England long enough to take his degree th ere and re
turned to South Africa in 1883, and landed at Cape 
Town, wh ere he acted as locum tenens fo r th e late 
Dr. H offmann for a few months before proceeding to 
Kroonstad, where he set up in practice in April 1884 
and has been ever since. 

Dr. Moll has been a member of the Council since 
the year 1887, and under the late Government he was 
Mayor of the town for four years and is at the present 
time Deputy-Mayor, Vice-President of th e Amateur 
Dran,atic Society, Swimming Cluh, Cricket Club and 
a member of the Boating Club. Dr. Moll was in 
addition a foundation member of th e Kroonstad Club. 

In the year 1885 he married a daughter of the late 
Rev. Van de \,Vall, first Minister of th e Dutch Reform 
Church, Bloe"mfo ntein and late of P aarl, Cape Colony, 
and has issue five childTen. Dr. Moll has been a res ident 
in Kroonstad since 1884. 

MR. H UGH McDONALD, o ne of th e hard
working members of th e Council of th e rising 
town of H arrismith, is a son of th e " Land o' 

Cakes," being born on th e estate of Alexander Maclean 
in Argyllshire, in the year 1855, and is th e second so i~ 
of th e late Al_exander McDonald. For three years after 
completing his stucb es he was ,Yith th e firm of Messrs. 
Maclean, of Argyll, before he went as apprenti ce to 
th e joiners' trade, to Glensburg, Dumbartonshire, and 
after serving for five years, he proceeded to Canada 
and ,Yas in Ottawa during th e greater part of his time. 
Owing to ill-health, he was forced to return home 
when he was appointed traveller for a large timber firn~ 
m Scotland, and remained with them till the year 1881, 
when he decided to come out to South Africa. H e 
started business a· joi ner in Maritzburg, but remai ned 
there for only a short time, when he, in partnership with 
Mr. Forbes, bou1:;ht a business in Ladysmith, and was 
there for some rnne years before coming to Harrismith, 
111 the year 1890, and starting as millers and timber 
merchants. During the late Anglo-Boer struggle, Mr. 
McDonald was confin ed in a cell by tb e Boers for 
refusing to serve. H e is an ardent Maso n, and was 
for two_ years vV.M_. of the Southern Cross Lodge, 
H arn smith ; and dunng the British occupation of th e 

town had th e honour of initi ating many distinguished 
men in Freemaso nry, amo ngst others, Colonel Ll oyd, 
o f th e 2nd Grenadier Guards. He is o ne o f th e 
Chieftains of th e Caledon ian Society, Chairman of th e 
Market Committee, an d a member of the \,Vaterworks 
Committee. In the year 1891 he married a daughter 
of th e late Alexander H ardie, of P ort vVilli am, Scotland, 
whose sad demise occurred in November 1905. Mr. 
McDonald has been a resident in H arrism ith for the 
past sixteen years, an d is greatly respected by all \,·ho 
have the pleasure of kn owing him. H e is a member of 
th e H arrismith Club. 

MR. HAY STEWART MAC KINTOSH, who like 
so many Scotsmen has chosen banking as his 
profession, hails from the town of Abroath 

in the North of Scotland, where he was born in the 
year 1866, and is the yo ungest son of the late John 
Mackintosh, Esq., who for many years was the head 
master of the Hill School in Arbroath, and under whose 
able tuition the subject of these notes received the greater 
portion of hi s edu cation . 

His school trai ning being a thing of the past, Mr. 
Mackintosh occupied the next five years of his life as 
clerk in the Clydesdale Banking Corporation in the town 
of his birth, subsequently proceeding to Inverkeith ing 
as teller and accountant in the bank there, where he 
remained fo r the succeeding three years. . H e was then, 
in the year 1889, sent to South Africa in th e employ of 
the Bank of Africa, and proceeding to Port Elizabeth 
joined th e bank's branch there, subsequen tly receiving 
appo intments at the Durban, Cape T own, Delagoa Bay, 
and Johann esburg branches . In the year 1895 he joined 
the National Bank of South Africa at Jo hann e.sburg, 
where he remain ed fo r some two years before being 
transferred to Klerksdorp, as manager to the branch 
establishment there. Whilst statio ned in Klerksdorp, 
Mr. Mackintosh was a member of the H ospital Board, 
and being present during the period of the Anglo-Boer 
struggle, tells of the occasion when his bank was held 
up and how on many occasions great difficulty was 
experienced in safeguarding the bank's assets, comprisi ng 
a Yery large amo unt. H owever, they were skilfully got 
away to a safe hiding place, to be taken back when the 
danger was past. 

In 1901 he left Klerksdorp and took a deserved 
holiday to Scotland, and on hi s return some six months 
later proceeded to Zeerust, and there re-opened the ban k 
and took up the reins of management. Some five months 
later he went to Bloemfontein and opened the first 
branch of his bank in the Orange River Colony, which 
has been a success and is now one of the most important 
branches in the service. Since then he has held the 
responsible position of manager. 

Mr. Mackintosh is an Associate of the Institute of 
Banks in South Africa, and a member of the Bloem
fonte in Club. 

In the year 1895 he married a daughter of J. Koller, 
E sq., of Cape T own and of the union ha· issue three 
child ren . 

MR. HASTI NGS FITzEDWARD PEET, the well
kn own City Engineer of Bloemfontein, is a 
native of Ireland, havi ng been born at Arabella, 

County Kerry, in the year 1865, an d is th e eldest 
·on of H. F. Peet, E sq ., of that co unty. The earl y 
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days of his scholastic training were spen t at th e 
Midlan d College, in the County of Cork, but owing to 
a seri ous football acc ident he was unfortunately obliged 
to continue his studies under pri vate tutorship. In 1886 
he travelled to Australia, wh ere he became employed 
on the engineering staff for th e constniction of th e 
H orsham-Natamuck Railway, and after\\'ards on th e 
construction of th e Sandhurst and H eath cote Railwav . 
Returning to Ireland in th e year 1889, he becanie 
apprenticed to Mr. G. A. E. H ickso n, a \\"ell-kn O\rn 
Civil Engineer of Tralee, remaining \\·ith him for the 
following six years, and subsequen tly for a numbei· o f 
years was employed in drain age ;:i, nd w;:i.terwork schemes 
in vari ous parts of Ireland. ln 1897 he proceeded to 
South Africa, a nd on ;:i,rr1 v1ng in th e ne\\. co untr:v 
received the appointment as resident engi neer of the 
Burghersdorp vVatenvorks, \\·here he remained for th e 
subsequent h\·elve months. H e \\·as then appointed to 
the position of res ident engin eer on th e Sanna's Post 
vVatenvorks, and on that scheme reaching completi on 
he was appointed to hi s present responsible position 
as City Engin eer for Bloemfontein , a positi on he has 
successfully fil led since the year 1889. 

Mr. P eet is a member of th e In stitute of CiYil 
Engin eers, m ember of the Institute of Electrical Engi
neers, member of the Royal Sanitary In stitute, and a 
member of th e In corporated Association of iVI uni cipal 
and Co unty Engi neers. 

Sin ce 1890 Mr. Peet has been a Freemaso n, and is 
a member of th e Rising Star Lodge of Bloemfontein, 
holdin g th e position of Royal Arch Maso n. 

H e is a member of both the Ramblers and Bloem
fonte in Clubs. 

In the year 1886 he married a daug hter of th e 
late George Massy H ewso n, E sq., of County Kerry, 
Ireland, and has issue fi ve children. 

MR. WILFRED ROGERS SANBEY hails from 
th e Old Country, being born in Man chester, 
and was edu cated at Old Traffo rd School. On 

the co mpletion o f his ·tudi es he entered hi s fat her's firm 
as traveller fo r th e Midlands until the year 1876, \\·h en 
he ,·et o ut fo r South Africa, en teri ng the firm of 
J. 0. Smith & Co., general merchants, of Port Elizabeth, 
with which firm he remai nee! for the follo,\·i ng h\·ek e 
years as salesman. On the liquidation of this firm, 
Mr. Sanbey was appo inted to wind up the up-co untry 
branches fo r the firm, finall y taking over the Ladybrancl 
branch of the busin ess o n his own account, and sin ce 
the year 1893 he has carried on a successful busin ess th ere. 
F or the past year iVI r. San bey has represented th e t0 \\·n 
on th e Muni cipal Council. During th e late Anglo-Boer 
\i\Tar he was a member of the T own Guard ai Laclybrand, 
and was captured by the Boers and fio ed £37 ros ., or 
three mo nths' impri so nment, for refu sing to light against 
the British forces, but was in th e encl released. H e 
was one of the chi ef movers in supporting the scheme 
fo r bringi ng th e railway from Modderport to Lacly
brand, the T own Council g uaranteeing half th e interest 
o n the loan in co njunction with th e Orange River 
Colo ny Govern ment. 

MR. JAMES STRANG, th e popular editor of th e 
"Kroonstad Times," was born in Ayre, Scotland, 
but spent his early years o n the banks of Loch 

Lomond. H e commenced his career in Glasg0\\"
1 

but 
so me sixteen years ago migrated to Lo ndo n, having then 

already niade his mark in the literary world as a writer 
of magazin e articles and verse. During the time he 
spent in London he \\·as for se,·eral years the London 
corresponcleni of the "Dumbarton and Lenn ox H eralds," 
and later became a " London Letter " \\Titer to the 
"Glasgow H erald " and " Edinburg h Evening News," 
and in add itio n has co ntributed in no small wav to 
se\·eral of the leading London ne\\·spapers and magazines. 
H e is the author of two volu mes of \·erse and a novel 
entitled "A Lass of Lenn ox. " Dming Lord Rose
bery's ad ministrati on Mr. Strang became priYate secretary 
to the So li cito r-Gener,tl fo r Scotland. At the General 
Electio n of 1900 Mr. Strang was unanimously im·ited 
by the Liberals of Gree nock to stand fo r Parliament, but 
declin ed. He, ho\\"e,·er, took an acti,·e platform part 
during the elections in the \\·est of Scotland . In l\Iay 
1902, on the advice of h is doctor, he set sa il for South 
Africa together \\·ith his fam il y, and 0 11 landing he \\·as 
offered and accepted the edito rship of th e "Craclock 

~m. J. ST1U:\1G. 

Observer," holding that position till July 1903, \\·hen he 
accepted the editorship of the " Kroonstad Times ." 
H e is the c hi ef of th e Caleclo ni an Societv in Kroo nstacl , 
chai rman of the local Amateur Operatic Society, chai rman 
of the Sick and Provident Societv of Kroonstad, 
president of St. Andrew's Guild, and in additi on is a 
member of the local Librarv Committee. In 1889 he 
married Ell en, daughter of t·he late Alexa nder Vallan ce, 
E sq., of Cumnock, in Ayrshire, Scotland. His club is 
the :Nati onal Liberal, Londo n. 

D
R. THOMAS C HRJ STOPHER VISSER, iVI.D., 

co mes from the t0 \\'ll o f Fauresmith, in th e Orange 
Ri\·er Colonv, ,\·here he was born 111 the year 1871, 

and is th e second · so n of the late G. P. Vi sser, E sq. , 
\\·ho fo r man\" vears ,\·as Chairman of th e Orange Free 
State Volksr;(ad during the Brnncl Presidency. Hi s 
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educati onal days were spent primarily at Graaf Reinet, 
and subsequently at th e South Afri can College at Cape 
T own, from which in stitution he successfully matri cu
lated in the year 1888. H e then proceeded to Europe 
and studied medi cine at the Durham U niversity, Un i
versity College, Londo n, and the Rotunda H ospital in 
Dublin. H aving duly qualified in the year 1893, he 
returned to his native land, and proceeding to Johan 
nesburg, there received the appointment as :Medical 
Officer of H ealth, ·whi ch position he retained until the 
British occupation in 1900. The following year Dr. 
Visser ,vas sentenced by court-martial for alleged mis
prision of treaso n to fourteen years' penal servitude. 
This sentence, however, was commuted to two years' hard 
labour. On the occasion of th e Coronation of King 
Edward VII., after a period of but six months' impri
so nment he was released, pri11cipally through the 
exertions of his old fri end General Louis Botha. After 
a short spell in Johannesburg Dr. Visser proceeded to 
the Orange River Colony, settling in th e town of Win
burg, where he has since carried on his professional 
duties. 

In the year 1905 he was elected a member of the 
Muni cipal Cou ncil, and included among hi s various 
memberships are those of th e F armers' Association and 
the Orangia U ni o n. H e has been a Freemason fo r a 
number of years, and is a member of the De Villiers 
Lodge of England. During the late Anglo-Boer 
struggle Dr. Visser served with the Boer F orces as 
Medical Officer with the Ambulance Corps, an d was 
present at Ladysmith, Elandslaagte, Colenso, Spion Kop, 
and various other engagements. 

In the year 1895 he married Christine, eldest 
daughter of the late Mr. J. C. H atsall , of Birkenh ead, 
England, and h as issue two children. H e is a member 
of th e Winburg Club. 

MR. ALBERT COOPER WOODWARD, J.P., the 
present Assistant Collector of Customs fo r the 

· Orange River Colony, is from the Old Country, 
being born in the parish of Camberwell, in the year 1861, 
and is the second so n of A. C. Woodward, E sq., of 
Streatham. His primary education was co nducted pri
vately, and subsequently at Dr. Yeats' High School, 
P eckham. Mr. W oodward, on th e completion of his 
studies, entered the commercial world in th e service of the 
Northern Assurance Company, London, in which he 

continued for fourteen years, but at the encl of this period 
res igned his pos itio n in co nsequ ence of ill-health. After 
a visit to Australia, he settled in South Africa, landing 
at Durban in the year 1890. ln 1891 he entered th e 
Government Service as statisti cal clerk at H arrismith, 
and remained th ere until, three years later, he was 
promoted to the position of chief clerk of th e Customs 
Department and transferred to Bloemfontein . In 1903 

MR . A. C. WOOD\\IARD. 

he was promoted to his present positio n of Assistant 
Collector of Customs. Until recently he was on the 
executive of nearly all th e sporting clubs of Bloem
fo ntein, but pressure of work has compelled him to 
give up most of these. H e is Vice-President of the 
Bloemfontein Golf Club, and was for seven years its 
popular Hon. Secretary. H e is a member of th e 
United Service Club, and Ramblers' and T ennis Clubs. 



Mr. 
Orange Ri \·er Colony. Harrismith , O .R.C. 

Mr. H . S. MACK INTOSH, 
Bloemfontein, O .R .C. 

General CHRISTIAN RUDOLF de WET. 

GENERAL de \tVET, who has seen some fifty-fiye 
summers, is of Dutch extraction, and was born 
in the so uth-eastern district of th e Orange Ri,·er 

Colo ny. H e belongs to the Boer far rni ng class, and is 
o f a rath er sil ent disposition. In social interco urse, 
ho,,·e,·er, he is genial and good-humoured, and has th e 
reputation of being a capital story-teller. A man of 
co nsiderable local influence, he at one time represented 
Lyclenburg in th e Volksraad at Pretoria. H e fought in 
th e war of 1880-811 and was in th e fi eld from th e com
mencement of host iliti es till the proclamatio n of peace 
during th e South African war of 1899-1902 1 entering the 
H eilbron Commando as an ordin ary burgher, but being 
elected Yice-cornmanclant o n the elate the Ultimatum 
expired. The sk{ll and boldness he di splayed at 
Nicholso n's Nek attracted President Steyn's attention, 
and shortly befo re the battle of Magersfontein he found 
himself seco nd in command to General Cronj e of the 
Orange Free State co ntinge nt, and \Yas placed in com
mand of th e burg hers i,n-esting Kimberley. Hi s capture 
of th e co nvoy at vVaterval and his gallant attempt to 
relie,·e Cro nj e at Paarcleberg were the prelude to his 
appointment as Commandant-General of the Free State 

forces. His sig nal victory over Broad,Yood's command 
at Sanna's P ost, and hi s capture of a fo rce belonging 
to General Gatacre's division at Reddersburg, will long 
be remembered. 

De Viet' s familiarity with the topograph y of the 
co un try, excellent field intelligence, mobility, and daring, 
gave th e greatest trouble to the British forces ; and th e 
proclamation of peace shortly after his capture of Colonel 
Firman's camp at Tweefontei n relieved th e British of one 
of the most resourceful, energetic and capable leaders 
that had opposed th e British arms in South Africa. 

Amongst other note,,·orth y engagements he fought may 
be menti oned those with Colonel Dartwell, :Major Pitcher, 
Colonel Byng, Colonel \tVilso n, General Kn ox, and 
General Elliott, and those at Blau bank, Botha ville, 
Dewetsdorp, Ficksburg, H eilbron, Kroonstacl, Lacly
brand, P oplar's GroYe, VlaterfaJI Drift, and \i\·epener. 

General de \,Vet will long be remembered in th e 
annals of th e South African \Yar as a born leader and 
true patri ot. H e has \\Titten a boo k entitled "Three 
Years W ar, " for \Yhich he received £101 000 . H e is 
the fath er of twelve children, and his two eldest so ns 
foug ht with him in the war. 



MR. H UGH G UNN was born in Sutherlamlshire, 
Scotland, on the 20th May 1870, a nd educated 
a t Aberdeen Grammar School, of which he was 

Dux , and at Aberdeen and Edinburgh Unive rsities . During 
hi s school an d university career he won many pr izes and 
schola rships, bein g at the univers ity first pri zeman in 

:\IR. H UGH GUNN .. 

English Litera ture, second in Latin, a nd third in Greek, 
&c. Also attended Gray's Inn, Lon don, where he was 
Bacon Schola r in Consti t uti ona l and Legal History, and 
where he was also awarded a specia l pri ze for an essay 
on a subj ect of hi storical research. 

In 1901 he volunteered to ass ist in the organisation 
of educa tion in the new South African Colonies, a nd 
was sent out by the Colon ia l Office in the beginning of 
1902. He had considerable experi ence of educationa l 
work in the refugee camps, li ving under canvas for 
abo ut a year. Early in August 1902 he was asked to 
act as Ass istant Director of Education, during the absence 
of the Assistant Di rector on leave, Mr. E. B. Sargant 
be ing a t that tim e Direc tor of Educa tion for both the 
new Colon ies. On the 1st of February 1904 he was 
appointed Director of Education for the Oran ge River 
Colony, w ith a sea t in the Legisla tive Council. 

Mr. Gunn · played for the F irs t Rugby Eleven of 
Aberdeen Gra mmar School, and was cha irman of the 
Swimming Club; member of the Aberdeen Univers ity 
Shinty Club (first twelve); founder and capta in of the 
Edinburgh Un iversity Shinty Club, and of various other 
clubs; capta in of the Brora Golf C lub ; member of the 
Royal Dornoch, T a in , Bloemfontein a nd other Golf 
Clubs ; runner-up for the South African Golf C hampion 
ship in 1905 and 1906 ; holds the golf record of several 
courses, includi ng Bloemfontein (T empe and Town 
courses), 1905 and 1906, Brora (1905), &c. 

C lubs: United Service and Bloemfontein . 

MR. ARTHUR GODFREY BARLO\V, one of the 
most promising yo un g men this Colony has pro 
duced, 1s the second son of the la te Mr. Alfred 

Barlow, and was born at Bloem fontein in 1876. Educated 
at St. Andrew's College, Graha mstown, in his early years 
he showed a fondness for li terature, and w hen on ly a youth 
took hi s seat as c1, reporter for " The Friend " in th e 
Volksraad Chamber, a nd at public meeti ngs. On the 
republication of " The Friend" (vvhich was stopped by 
order of Lord R oberts afte r the occupation), on the 11th 
of October 1902, Mr. Barlow edited and controlled tha t 
_newspaper w ith conspicuous abi li ty and p ursued what· 
he considered a wise policy under the new regime. On 
the form a ti on of "The Friend Prin ting and Publishino
Company, Limited, " Mr. Barlow was prevailed upon t ~ 
accept the post of General Manager, a positi on which 
he still s holds w ith credit to himself and to the entire 
satisfaction of the directors. At the General Muni cipal 
Electi on, in 1904, Mr. Barlow was returned a t the head 
of the poll, a nd vvas a straigh tforward a nd honest worker 
during hi s too short term of office. I-l e was a lso a 

member of t he Co mmittee of the Chamber of Commerce, 
m ember of the School Boa rd (appt>rntecl by t he Govern
ment), Chairman of the O.R.C. Turf Club, a nd m ember 
of the Executive of the Jockey Club of South Afri ca, but 
owing to pressure of bus iness he was co mpelled to resign 
a ll these positions a short time ago. Mr. Barlow is still 
a youn g man, but he ,..vi ll ere lon g (on the Colony re
ceiving R esponsible Government) he fo und in the fore
mos t rank of our politicians. A great lover of ma nly 
sports, A. G . B. is a l ways in the van in a rrang in g foo tlial l 
and cri cket matches, a nd has lately become a fa irl y good 
hockey plaver. Mr. Barlo w is married, a nd res ides at 
K elvedon, St. John 's Street W es t. 

J
ACOB US HEND RICK de la REY, ex -General of the 

Boer forces, served with great distinc tion through the 
An glo-Boer Wa r of 1899- 1902. He represented the 
Lichtenburg d istrict for t hree years in the Transvaal 

First Raad. During the war he defeated a nd captured 
Lord Methuen at T weebosch in 1902, and a fterwards 
took part in the peace negotiation s. 

DR. OTTO KRAUSE, medical practitioner a t Bloem
fontein, is the eldest son of th e la t e Dr. C. J. 
G. Kraus, who practised a t Bloemfontein for thirty

fi ve yea rs, and was physician to a ll the Presidents of the 
Ora11ge Free State. Dr. Otto Krause was born at Bethany 
(at the time und er the Orange Ri ver Sovereignty) in 1852, 
and first attended the Grey College. Thence he pro
ceeded to Europe and com pleted hi s school education at 
Berlin. He studied medica l science a t the Berlin Univer
sity and Vienna , and took the degree of M.D. in 1875. 
Since h is return to the Orange Free State in 1877, 
Dr. Krause practised a t F a uresmith and P hilippol is, and 
for a short time at E denburg. At the· ou tbreak of the 
war the Doctor accompanied t he Free State commandos 
to the d istrict of Colesberg, and fitt ed up a co mplete 
ambulance, mostly a t h is own expense. I-l e was present 
at t he fi ght of tll e 6th of Janua ry 1900, when Colonel 
\ i\Tatsoff was k illed. No t o nl v did Dr. Krause do excel
lent serv ice to the wounded° burghers, b ut treated the 
British wounded w ith such cons ideration tha t he received 
the fo llowin g w ire from General Clements (then in com
man d of th e Brit ish forces) on his return to Phi l ippolis :
" From a ll I can gather, your treatment o f British was 
a ll that could be desired. " After the occupa tion he took 
up his abode a t Bloemfontein, where he is now one of 
the leadin g phys icians. The Doctor has always steered 
clear of politics, and devotes his time and energy solely 
to his profession. During t wenty -n ine years' practi ce in 
this Colony he has gained vast experience, especia lly in 

DR. OTTO KRAUSE . 

diseases peculia r to South Africa. In 1898 Dr. Kra use 
wrote an essay on Ri nderpest, wh ich was publi shed in 
the "South African Medical Journ a l," whi ch has formed 
the basis upon w h ich th e treatment of · tha t terrible 
disease is mostly conducted. Dr. Krause resides at hi s 
lovely villa at the foot of Naval H ill. 
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ZUURBERG PASS: OLD WAGON ROAD TO THE NORTH. 

CHURCH STREET, PRETORIA: EARLY DAYS. 
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T H E EXCHANGE, BARBERTON ; EARLY DAYS. 

ELANDS SPRU IT; ON THE R OAD TO BARBERTON . 
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SCENE IK J OHAKNESBURG DURIKG D ROUG HT, 1896._ 

WITPOORTJE VAL LEY . 
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A SH'ARP DROP, WATERVAL ONDER. 

BOKSBURG LAKE . 




