When Idaho’s world-famous archaeologist reczives an honorary

t Doctor of Science degree at the University of Idaho next Saturday,

H sometime during the weekend he will probably unbutton his shirt to
show somebody where the almost scar-free chest Surgery was done
with his own incredibly sharp obsidian blade.

This is something new in the field of modern medicine, although
it evidently was an ancient art long before the pyramids were born.

This is one of the things that makes Don Crabtree of Kimberly a
true Renaissance man.

Crabtree stands unique, a self-taught expert whose study of
Stone-age tools has immeasurably aided archaeologists in inter-
preting the history of early man in America as well as in Europe.

As one of his international colleagues, Dr. Francois Bordes of Fr-
ance, is quoted as saying:

“In American archaeology there is a pre-Crabtree period and a
post-Crabtree period.”

The boy in Salmon, who was fascinated with the Indian arrow-
heads that abound in that area, became the man who unlocked one

wof the great secrets of the past: How pre-historic tnan made his in-
scredibly efficient weapons and tools out of stone or glassy volcanic
wrock.

““If we try to examine the history of man beyond 10,000 years,” he
says, “‘we must turn to stone because that's the only unperishable
thing left. It outlasts pottery or legends." %

There were evidences of many different techniques found around
the world, he says, but nobody had done anything with research in
that direction. Crabtree had no guidebooks. He hac only the exam-
ples of the distant past for models. By trial and error, and his own
ingenuity and elbow grease, he learned to duplicate the work and
thus to understand a great deal about how stone age man lived.

~ “Itis true,” he says, “‘that one is able to identify & certain people
. {/in different areas of the world, and different times of the past, just

by these tools.” . X

His listener learns that the artifacts found in Idaho hills, and
around the world, are far more than Indian arrowheads and spear
points. They are the history of primitive peoples and are often a
great deal more sophisticated than the average person’s Flint-
stones image.

The ancient art of using an obsidian or cervit blace in surgery is
now being seriously studied, he said, since his experience in 1976. A
Twin Falls surgeon, Dr. Bruce Buck, used one of Crabtree’s cervit
blades for the first incision to remove a rib and lung section.

Crabtree unbuttoned his shirt and showed us it left no scar.
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explained. ““It has lots of advantages. Quick healing, Speed. Some
doctors are interested in using these blades for cosmetic surgery
because few cells would be destroyed. The ordinary scalpel is
pretty rough by comparison.” &

He showed a photo, magnified 10,000 times, in which the scalpel’s
“platinum plus” blade looks like a craggy rockpile beside the
keenly sharp cervit blade.

The cervit blades can be thrown away after each use. They are
not expensive.

“You can drag your finger across one and it will cut to the bone,”
he said. “I have cut myself often like this, but I decn’t have any

scars. It took me 20 years to perfect these. I had aborigine models.
All 1 had to do was copy.”
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m\-er and pressure to fiake off

< left here.”

“With an edge that fragile, you can handle it very delicately,” he

He said primitive people made blades from stone by using a ham- - ‘
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ithe size and shape they need .

Crabtree is able to read them like fingerprints.

fferent pl e
g t.and can be traced back to the di ;
’:andAtli|r:ere t.l:.:;' zﬁglmtm,'! he said. “We don’t have many of thuir

blades, We only have what they threw away, the basicipiece from

which the blades were flaked.” !

He showed a piece of black vitreous glass about the size of a zuc-

chini squash but faceted lengthvjse

: “This is called the core.”

In Meso-America (Central America) cores havelbeen"!_?;nd tmO\:'s‘;
dicate primitive man was flaking blades 20 Inche's. ongl.)"eeez"
have had some sort of lever or fechanization,” Cral used.

“A man couldn’t use that much
rial.” i H
How far back this goes is hand

ure to break that much mate-

to judge, he said. One place in

Mexico indicates a history. of» goo ‘years. Similar bladesvwere

] made in Russia, France and Spain. !
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lion years by researching his rofigh stone instruments, CIguee
said. “So our evidence of using rietals is only about one g

one per cent of our history.
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