| By FARCOK KHAN |

ITH jobs on the line in the Durban

music industry following a crack-

down on clubs which has affected

several popular night spots, a deter-
mined move is now being made to find solu-
tions in a battle for survival.

A meeting of musicians, club owners, agents, man-
agers, professional and amateur entertainers, DJ’s,
sound and lighting technicians is to be held at the
Community Arts Workshop on Monday night at 8

m.

Spearheading the move is musician and record pro-
ducer David Marks and a group of other musicians.
Some of them have already lost their jobs following
the banning of live music in several clubs in the city
after the crackdown by the Liquor Licencing Board.

Mr Marks said unless a major move was made
now to address the issue, music at most clubs could
be wiped out, leaving hundreds of people without
jobs.

“We need everybedy, regardless of race or colour
to come to the meeting at which we hope to form an
association and from there we will move to tackle the
red tape which is killing our livelihood,” said Mr
Marks.

He said that it was clear that the liquor laws were
outdated and needed to be changed ctherwise the en-
tertainment industry would suffer.

“We want an organisation which will look after the
job interests of those in the entertainment field and to
clear obstacles which are preventing us from getting

i

-

work,” said Mr Marks.
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A 12-MEMBER coramit-
tee was elected in Dur-
ban last night to oppose
certain sections of the
Liquor Act that effec-
tively bar musicians
from performing in li-
censed clubs. 1

A number of clubs
have been hit by a police
crackdown recently and
about 200 musgicians and
members of allied fields
met at the Community
Arts Workshop to plat a
campaign to get the laws
changed where neces-
sary.

They will also draw
up a constitution that
will lead to the forma-
tion of an all-race organ-
isatien to fight for their
rights and to create job
cpportunities.

In the line-up is Uni-
versity of Natal music

Legal Resources lawyer
Peter Rutsch, and musi-
cians Steve Fataar and
Dave Marks.

A Durban city coun-

| scillor. will be co-opted to

S the committee, which
Jwill take the plight of

wmusicians to civie, pro-

lecturer Darius Brubeck,

Committee to
oppose sections
of Liquor Act
that hit musicians
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vincial and Government
levels.

Also on the committee
are restaurant-owner
Lou Gottini, Community
Arts Workshop official
Sean Greggs, musician
Mark Townsend, lawyer
Mark Harris and music
personalities Mario Mon-
teregge, Vic Schultz,
Colin Muller and Peter
Gardener.

The committee is to

“investigate those sec-

tions_of the Liquor Act
that virtoually prohibit
musicians from perform-
ing at licensed premises.

It will produce a blue-
print for action to break
the bar and to report
back at a general meet-
ing of people from the
music industry.

One of the prime fig-
ures behind the move-
ment, Mr Dave Marks,
said that 80 percent of
all South African com-
mercial music came
from Natal.

He said three clubs
had been affected by Na-
tional Liquor Board
laws: Speak Easy,
Funky’s and Yazoo’s.




