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After two vyears of research the Urban
Foundation has produced what is probably
the most comprehensive and detailed study
to date of Soweto, the huge township
which emerged from comperative anonym-
ity four years ago to attract world-wide
interast as the focal point of the 1976
unrest. PATRICK LAURENCE reports.
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Sowetans are not well edu-
cated on the whole, Only 1,5%
of adult Sowetans have had
pust-matric education and only
12.8% have passed standard
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generally) poorly qualified
toachers (M7 of leachors have
only a Juntor lI'M't!.'ll.t:llu or 4

lower educal
Yon), high pnpﬂ-l.ll&:r ratios
(47:1), high dropout rates, and
antipathy towards, or reserva-
tions about, separale black edu-
eatlon among puplls and leach-
ora' on Hons.
Mmﬁn the largest
rban blacks

In South Africa, Sowelo (s also
the most ethnically mixed. It
Is, to quote the foundation,
“pol; in terma of tribal
of language r

Zulus are the dominant!
group numerically. They em.(
tute aboul one-third of the total
population.

Tawana, the next biggest
group, farm just under one-
uf the population.

The Nygunl, u larger grouping
consisting of Zulus, Xhosa and
Swasl, sccount for aboul 46% of

with na gutters.”

The 51/ in no longer being
buill. But thousands were bulit
belore the decision was taken
to replace them with the im-

roved 61/9 type, which has
our rooms sg an ‘Internal

Less than a third of the vic-
tima reported the crimes lo the

ice,

‘The foundation says: “The
main reason given for pot re-

por the crime o the police
wnmﬂlll the victim did not

the pop
The papulation tends to con-
centrate in ethnle clusters,
largely as a result of &
by the old Department of Na-
tve Affairs in 1954 o enforce
eithnle segregation, The _Fdll:y
han since been aband

Standing back and trying to
gel Sowely into parspective
produces & grim vista of a rap-
Idly growing population fast
outstripping the growth In fa-
cillties and resources.

It would be a frightening

cannol,
Take housing: there s a
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These stratagems only

confirm one thing

CAMPAIGNS for the fraedom
of Nelson Mandela were [or
the rvelease of a ‘“‘terrorist”
and not a political leader, and ™
those who support it should
realise this.

Such is the view of both the
Minister of Police, Mr Louls
le Grange, and the Commis-

'« sloner of Police, General Mike
 (Geldemhuys, expressed after
" Friday's attack on the Booy-

sens Police Station,

"Those responsible for the
attack were Lrying for the re
lease of Mandelu and (Walter)
Sisulu," thelr prepared joint
statement said. (The attackers
had left behind pamphlets call-
ing for the release of the two
‘men. )

The authoritles, employing
a devious  combination of
statement  and  implication,
have attempted to connect the
Incident with the “Free Man
dela” camnpaign, and in so do-
ing have tried to suggest thal
the campaign, this newspaper,
its editor, and all those who
support them are responsible
for inciting the attack.

It is true that the statement
did not actually SAY it, but its
wording left no doubt as to its
meaning.

As a propaganda exerclse,
it is appallingly inept; the
motives behind it being  so
transparent, A

Firstly, the police must be
feeling  somewhat  uncomifort-
able over the fact that two
vans filled with smuggled
weapons  could avoid  their
security precautions, such as
they are, and drive round the
streets of the biggest city in
the coumtry.

It is to be expected, there-
fore, that they would want
nothing more right now than
to pinpoint blame, some-
where, anywhere, so as Lo try

to @veid the full impact of
any possible public censure
themselves.

Secondly, white politics be-
ing as inbred as it is, in that
whites usually ever only talk
to the people they agree with,
the statement was probably
intended primarily for this
country's minority of hard-
liners, which group both the
Minister and the General iden-
tify with strongly.

This is the group both men
wish to impress and maintain
full credibility with, so they
Lell them whal they most want
Lo hear. .

If this is all the effect the
statement will have, it would
be easy to dismiss with
the lukewsrm contempt that it
deserves But we fear that
this will not he the ease,

The  statement,  without
making any direct accusation,
cleverly associates the cam.
paign, and therefore SUNDAY
POST, with guerilla activities.

Because it was made by two
respected  members of  the
white community, it will be
valuable ammunition for erl-
lies of the campaign In their
enthusiastic attempty to
prove that it has incited anti-
South African feelings and
that action should be taken
agalnst It

The statement on its own
Is not enough to achieve this.
But it adds considerable weight
lo a growing budy of siml-
larly contrived “evidence"
against the campaign in partl-
cular and the black Press in
general.

We look upon these strate-
zems with mild amusement.
They confirm yel again that
the political initiative has been
taken from whites, that they
know It and are now wrig-
gling in their discomfort.
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