Folk singers
hit back at
r. Vorster

By LIONEL ATTWELL

ANY of Johannesburg’s folk-singers and coffee-bar

patrons and owners are perturbed by a strong attack
made on them last week by Dr. J. D. Vorster, the Prime
Minister’s brother, in which he said that the “folk-singing
movement is used in many instances by the forces of
doom.” Dr. Vorster, who is chairman of the National
Council to Combat Communism, added: “The songs they
sing and the way in which they sing them is a sigh of
the utmost degeneration and should not be tolerated.”

Some fear that this attack will
lead to drastic steps being taken
against modern folk-singers who
do not conform to the dictates of
the  “volk.”

Dr. Vorster and Mr. Gert
Beetge, secretary of the council,
were commenting on an article
in an Afrikaans magazine which
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other students should follow.
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authentic folk songs that these
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New York are unnecessary.
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sonal capacity, said they approved
a request for action to be taken
against certain folk-singers. “We
hold that these long-haired,
guitar-playing adolescents have no
right to be called folk-singers be-
cause they do not belong to the
‘volk,”” they said.
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Miss Gwendelyn Warrington (left) sits keating tinie to two folk singers, Monica
and David Bray, in a Hillbrow, Johanne:burg, coffee-bar this week,
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