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THE Elastic Head Band js
more elastic than band. The
atmosPhere of their show is
one of a musjciang’ jam-
Session at whijch an audi-
ence hag)pens to have con-
8regated. '

There is no ceremony
whatsoever, and except for
the odd confidentia] aside,
the musos get on with play-
ing the music without much
regard for the audience,
That style has an appeal,
but in tg’e end it allows the
band to dodge responsibility
for working hard on enter.
tainment.

Very seldom do they
combine everything into 3
strong composite sound —
most of the time jt’s a case
of providing adequate byt
uninspired backing for
Whichever member is doing
his numbers.

This . appeals greatly to
ageing Heads with nostalgic
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FOLK ROCK
Patrick Lee
Roots and Shoots

‘Market Upstairs

St

memories of the days when
rock was undergoing its six-
ties renaissance, but is not
Satisfactory for a seated au-
dience walting eagerly for
one of the rare rock shows.

John Oakley Smith is in-

‘dividually so far ahead of

his colleagues that every
one of them has difficulty
fecapturing the audience
between his numbers. A
rare performer, both live
and on record, Oakley
Smith reminds with this ap-
pearance that he is 3 cop.
tender for top singer-song—
writer in this country
David Marks delivers his
numbers with confident
€ase. His lyrics sample
some tragi-crazy scenes

from local life, anq easily’
find the humour in them.
His “Let the Bad Times
is the rocker which
gets the most sSynergy run-
ning between the band and
their audience,

After whj ping some
Smart licks off hjg electric

- guitar in the first half, Mike

ickman opens after inter-
val with a slugtgish acoustic
set. Leonie Ho meyr, who’s
role has been largely deco-
rative to this point, takes on
Oakley Smith’s “Matinees
on Saturdays” and loses.
Oakley himself picks up the
show ‘with “Starship”, and
later goes on to 4 spellbind-
ing perfromance of “Wax

useum.”’

The concept behind the
Elastic Head and and the
show is viable: in a sound-
world dominated by import-
ed Pop/disco, it’s very valu-
able to have 3 showcase for

local songwriters who are
Something more than Top
Twenty aspirants.

Unfortunately, “Root.s
and Shoots” does not exploit
the opportunity to the full.

he casual presentation
works against the aim of
Showcasing the writing, In-
formation about the compo-
sitions would have been
valuable, seeing few of
them have been heard be-
fore, and probably less will
ever be heard again.

The indifferent arrange-
ments deprived some num-
bers of a much-needed
thrust, and threw an unfair

weight onto the singer’se

shoulders.

After a few more re

hearsals thjs showfshould-'

get off the ground and into
the right sound. It’s a case
of the right idea needing
better execution. * :
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