ROOM FOR GRIEF

Archbishop Hurley's statement yesterday
following @ personal visit to the Limehill
area confirms fears about the situation ob-

N his message of Christmas greetings 1o
members of the Christian Institute, of
which he is the director, the Rev, C, F.
Beyers Naude had this to say: “No Christian
in South Africa can celebrate this Christmas
with unalloyed joy. He must also grieve,
while being glad, on account of so much
misery, injustice and pain caused to their
fellow-men by Christians, frequently in the
name of Christ.”

This is not a truth of which the average
person cares to be reminded in the season
of joyousness. Indeed he tends to thrust
such disturbing thoughts into the farther-
most Tecesses of nis mind where he hopes
they will not trouble him or spoil his en-
joyment of the round of festivities in which
he is so busily engaged. Yet if the endur-
ing phrase associated so intimately with
Christmas—“goodwill to all men"—means
anything at all it surely means concern
and compassion for the less fortunate of our
fellow-men as well as happiness drawn from
the warmth of our friendships. For love
is. a bitter-sweet and all.embracing thing,

It is not necessary here to catalogue the
many instances of the misery, injustice and
pain to which Mr, Naude refers. They are
part of life around us, so’much so that we
have almost become oblivious of them. It
is enough to mention just two instances
which have recently come to light again in
startling fashion although they have been
there in the background for many long
months.

The first is the plight of thousands of
Africans in the Limehill resettlement com-
plex and the second is the hardship facing
scores of Indian traders and their families
who must leave established businesses in
Rustenburg and try to start afresh in diffi-
cult circumstances in a new area outside the
town.

taining there. He reports there are 64
graves in this comparatively new area, 45
of them of people who died between Octo-
ber 1 and December 10. He also states
that the epidemic of gastro-enteritis there
“does not seem to be over.”

In a country as prosperous as South
Africa, in a country which has won world
fame for its services to medicine, it is in-
conceivable that human beings can be
shunted around in such an ill-planned man-
ner as to expose them to atrocious living
conditions, disease and death, There is no
excuse for this whatsoever and the Minister
of Health, Dr. De Wet, is to be condemned
in the strongest terms for not investigating
the situation more carefully. He is now
playing holiday golf on the Natal coast. The
least he might have done was to stop at
Limehiil on his way down and see the situa-
tion for himself.

So, too, with the Indians at Rustenburg.
An administrative procedurs is set in motion
and what subsequently befalls the people
involved seems to be regarded as some-
thing that cannot be helped, The decisions
are taken. The machinery grinds on.
Nothing can be done, Too bad

it scarcely needs pointing out that what
is happening at Limehill and Rustenburg,
as in many other places, is the very
antithesis of the Christian spirit of goodwill
to all men which Christmas is intended to
enshrine again in all our hearts. Let us
rejoice at this time, to be sure, but let us
also, as Mr. Naude says, grieve that we have
nowhere near “conquered the powers of
darkness, of unconcern, of injustice, of
frustration and bitterness" in our land.

we truly grieve, we sh

be strengthened



WE ARE going home, most
Africans say when asked
how they will spend Christ-
mas, For them, even more
than for most other people,
Christmas means a time for
family reunion.

Every Christmas season thou-
sands of Airicans — especially
the hostel dwellers — leave the
cities for the “homelands” to
be reunited with families and
relatives separated from them
because of labour, Group Areas
and influx control
regulations.

Not all Africans leave the
urban townships for the home-
lands, of course.

Those with stable families
remain,

For Johannesburg's African
population  preparations for
Christmas begin when factories
and schools close for the holi-
days. The workers, with their
holiday pay, bonuses and wages
in their Em-kels, spend freely
buying Christmas presents for
their families.

They tend to buy new house-
hold equipment such as furni-
ture and cvenspainl to renovate
their houses. Some pay the last
monthly instalments on Christ-
mas hampers of groceries and
china ware.

Christmas is regarded princi-
pally as Children’s Day In the
townships, Parents buy special
dresses and suits for them.
Surprise gifts such as tovs,
candy and greeting cards con-
tained in Santa Clause stock-
ings are left for the children In
the early hours of Christmas

av.

On this day the township
streets are bright and gay with
smartly dressed children on
their way to church or to visit
friends and relatives. Husbands
and wives exchange gift pack-
ages done up In fancy
wrappings.

Some housewives muke a

A furniture shop salesman, Mr. William Hlatshwayo, acts as a Santa Claus in a Johannesburg street. He offers a sweet to a little girl accompan
on a shopping spree. Christmas is a children’s day in the townships. On the right a girl is pointing at a dress which she would like her
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