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Alcoholism
a disease?
it 18,

Nonsense I |
doctor

To the Editor of The Star

TR.—1 read with surprise
the lrnrr written by
** Physician " on aleoholies.

He says he cannot agree with
the idea that alcgholics are to be
pitied, or that they are "il"|
people who need help

He tells of the many tragedies
and accidents that are caused
through " drunkards” and drun.
ken driving,

He goes so far as to say that
such people should be punished
severely, imprisoned, locked up.

He seems to think there is no
difference between alcoholics and
drunkards, I beg to differ.

Many aleoholics are cultured
| people, who, through force of
| circumstances, have become what
| they are, and through kindness,
understanding and help are
completely rehabilitated.

They, in their turn, rehabilitate
others. There is no end to the
! good that has been done by them,
| which could never have been
done if, as " Physiclan " suggests,
they had been “locked up.™

Nor would there be
** Alcoholics  Anonymous,” with-
out which the world would be a
sorry place.

It is true that accidents are
| often caused by drinking, but
there are other causes, too—too

I think

To the Editor of The Star

IR,—It was refreshing to read * Physician’s "
letter in The Star last Saturday on the subject|
of alcoholism. It is sheer nonsense to excuse|
alcoholics on the pretence that alcoholism is a
disease. If it is a disease, g0 is murder.
If the Government contends that aleoholics are

suffering from a disease, why does it not haul them in
and cure them?

In putting forth this alibi the Government is once
more protecting the entreprencur and to hell with the
general public,

R. W. OSBORN.

THE STAR JOHANNESBURG

You sh’pqld
have hea'rd
them hoot

To the Editor of The Star
IR,—I was caught in a speed trap on 4 reent Thursday
afternoon at 3,15. Speed registered was 488 miles
an hour,
The traffic inspector duly presented® me with his
{lme pink slip, which will be paiq by & very understand-
ng husband

much talking and gesti i
absentmindedness; lack of road
sense; speeding; neglecting to see
that brakes are working; many
other factors.

Should not all these people be
locked up, too?

If " Physician " would present
himself at an Alcoholics Annnv~’
| mous: meeting, 1 feel sure, he |
| would emerge a very humble
person indeed,

Physician heal thyself.

1 then decided to test the general public at the
required speed of 35 miles an hour down Oxford Road at
3.15 on Friday afternoon,

It was really hilarious te hear the hootiag of the cars
at the back of me, the cars passing withou: any warning
sign, but even the dirty looks from the drivers did not
tickle me as much as one man shouurxg to fie: “You road.
hogs thould drive in the country.”

Maybe I looked as if 1 needed the gocd old country
It was so very hot that Friday afternpon,

ONCE BITTEN—TWICE SHY.

air.

CHEERS

To the Editor of The Star

Miss South
Africa, Miss Mitsi Stander, visits a hairdresser’s salon before
the Miss World competition on November 14

The face they didn't see on London television

9

FOR PHYSICIAN

IR,—Three cheers for ** Physician  (The Star, Saturday, November 16)
for having the courage to speak out on

* drunks.” For years I have
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I think
it 1s,
doctor

ety
cian’s ’ To the Editor of The Star
3“"]“'" IR,—I read with surprise
excuse the ]rtler written by |
AL a“‘ Physician * on aleoholies,
He says he cannot agree with
| "l‘l!i léiea lh:'i‘n:cq‘t}n'olics are "‘gllhﬁ
ic pitied, or tha ey are
'h}:'s "."“' people who need hal:
them in He tells of the many tragedies
and accidents that are caused
is once  through "drunkards” and drun-
aith the ken driving.
He goes so far as to say that
such people should be punished
N, severely, imprisoned, locked up.

He seems to think there {s no
difference between alcohalics and
drunkards, I beg to differ,

Many alcoholics are cultured
people, who, through foree of
circumstances, have become what
they are, and through kindness,
understanding and help are |
completely rehabilitated.

They, In their turn, rehabilitate
others, There is no end to the
£ood that has been done by them,
which could never have been
| done if, as ' Physician " suggests,
they had been " locked up.”

Nor would there be
* Alcoholics Anonymons,” with-
out which the world would be a
sorry place.

It is true that accidents are |
often caused by drinking, but |
there are other causes, too—too
| much talking and gaallculallng.
absentmindedness; lack of road
sense; speeding; neglecting to see
that brakes are working; many
other factors.

Should not all these people be
locked up, too?
| If "“Physician" would present
himself at an Alcoholics Anony-

mous meeting, I feel sure, he
would emerge a very humble
person indeed.

You should
have heard
them hoot
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To the Editor of The Star
IR—1 was caught in a speed trap on

sent Thursday

afternoon at 3.15. Speed registered wis 48.8 miles
an hour,
The traffic inspector duly presented® me with his

little pink slip, which will be paig by a Wy understand. ‘
ing husband. |
I then decided to test the general public at the |
required speed of 35 miles an hour down Oxford Road at |
315 on Friday afternoon. |
It was really hilarious o hear the hootlag of the cars |

at the back of me, the cars passing withow: any warning
vers did not ‘

sign, but even the dirty looks from the.
p_. “¥You road-

tickle me as much as one man shoullnx to
hogs should drive in the country.”

Maybe 1 looked as if 1 neeced the (o(d ald country
It was so very hot that Friday afternoon,

ONCE BITTEN—TWICE SHY.

air,

Physician heal thyseif. !
B L

CHEERS

To the Editor of The Star
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of the company to resolve queries.
® Accounts Clerk
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A person with more than three years'
experience af scoounting ollice work ‘

] required far general accoantiak
ork

Aﬂpllunll must please contact:

MRS. TAYLOR. Tel. 35.1541,
0 arrangs an interview.
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Anwhullom ure lnvn:d for the nnder-
entioned posts

1) !\IALE ASSISTANT

o the Adminisirative Secreiary.
12) SENIOR LADY
BOOKKEEPER

| (8) LADY BOOKKEEPER

REQUIREMENTS:

Pozt 11 Knowledge of hookkeeping and
r economics and/or stalistics -m

Stock
Records

Clerk

GARDNER-DENVER CO.
AFRICA (PTY.) LTD.,

OF BENROSE, JOHANNESBURG

requirg the hecvices of W competent
hdy Swek Records  Clerk to com-
once dulies on u;‘lwlnrv January 16,

l’ruaun:r will be given 10 spplicants
Who have had several yesrs' experience
in the enginerring industry
Attractive sslary 15 offervd 1o the
Successful applicant. Fiveday weok.
Pansion and medical aid schenies In
oporation. Please telophone;

MRS. COX — 24.7195

for interview,

An
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[\odak (South Africa)
(Pty.) Limited

Graphic Arts
Technical

Sales Trainee

We bave a2 for
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FEMALE

TRAINING &

PERSONNEL
OFFICER

required by large dry-cleaning
and Jaundry organisation in
Pretoria,

Main duties will be to train
and motivate employees in
receiving depots,
Applicants must be bilingual
and be able to drive.
Excellent salary offered and
free use of company car,
Apply to:

Distriet General Manager,
Box 728, Pretorla, or
Phone 93-702686

for an appointment,
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SHORTHAND
TYPIST/
RECEPTIONIST

An immediate vacancy exists
for a Shorthand-Typist/Recep-

SERVICE
MANAGER.

Distributors  of  well-known
makes of excavators and load-
ing shovels urgently require a
qualified Engineer to head
their service department in
Johannesburg. He must be
familiar with all aspects of the
servicing of hydraulic excava-
tors and ancillary equipment.
Salary will be commensurate
with experience. The company
has pension and medical bene-
fit schemes.

Applications, giving brief par-
ticulars of qualifications should
be submitted to:

2330 Star Office,
Johannesburg,

All replies regarded as strictly
confidential.
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