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’67 NATIONAL FOLKSONG FESTIVAL: New Folk

Theatre, Johannesburg.

AFMA’s National Folksong Festival certainly got
off 10 a swinging start! I haven’t enjoyed myself

so much, for a long time.

The venue (apparently, a trans-
mogrified garage) was absolutely
right for folk-singing. It has loity,
yet intimate, scaffolding seats,
which mean that the singers’
voices travelled straight to the
audience, and an inventive stage
which provided plenty of differ-
ent levels for the artists, and a
balcony for a Juliet-Romeo duet
between Dawn Silver and Des
Lindberg.

Richard Daneel — that man of
productive, mimic and filmic tal-
ents—has coaxed and coerced
his free-thinking, Ilaw-
to-themselves personalities into a
smooth running, well balanced
and beautifully performed parade
of folk-singing at its best, without
arty embellishments or commer-
cial craftiness

Every artist on the excellent
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.?(;,i!l,fisk loaded with charm, with |

“ornelia Moller showing ™ tre-.

W

his “Foster G ,” and|

Father McAleer providing a

banging lift to the programme |

with his saucy and invigorating

Irish ballads in brogue.
¥Keith, Barbara and Andy are

d 4Fathe“

smooth with
expertise,

The sweetly earnest yet fun-
filled girls — Just Us — were
delightful, the hirsute Mike Dick-

experience and

|man plays and sings Blues well,
|Brian Bebbington has a lop-sided

sort of attraction and is very neat
on the banjo. The North Country
Reps. do well.

Lindberg and Dawn Silver
are, as always, fine entertain-
ment, though a considerable
amount of affable naturalness has
been dumped during their tours,
in favour of a more aggressive
and commercial approach.

The wuna¢companied finale
was most impressive. It was
wonderful to watch the stages
full of young and not s6 young
people, projecting sincerity.

IfI wer% a fotlk-singfr 1@555?
10. I'd_grab that priestly minstre

athe )EEM‘“CATGCI’, and Cornelia
Moller as fast as T could extract
contract E __the

" Go north to Noord Street, young
man and girlfriend , . . youlh
have a great evening. B

| festival was

*967

Irene Frangs . pre-
ferred to stay out of the .
limelight.
L

Blundell's
tribute fo
Irene

SUNDAY TIMES Reporter
THE 1967 .Folksqng Festival

Troubadour,
Noqrd Street, Johannesburg, in
which all the stars ot the festi-|
val will take part,

Mr. Keith Blundell, a leading
folk-singer, whose act with Bar-
bara and Andy was one of the
hlghhghts of the festival, said
this week that the festival had
proved “an outstanding success.”

He added: “We do not know
yet whether we have succeeded
In raising our target of R7,000
for the establishment of a re-
search study grant to investi-

gate indigenous South African

folk music.

INVALUABLE

“But there is one person, in|
Particular, whom I would like to
pay ftribute to — Miss Irene
Frangs who led the chorus of|
folk-singers at the beginning|
and the end of each per-
formance.

“Miss Frangs, who_is a trained
musicologist, gave man
ers invaluable help d
Jhearsals, and was 1a
®ponsible for the suc
desbval, T
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