
PRETORIA ITS FOUNDING, RISE, AND PROGRESS. 
By Mr. JOHN KEITH and Dr. SCOBLE. 

IT will easily be understood that if the full and complete history of Pretoria, from its founding to the present 
date, were really contemplated, it would in reality be 

a synopsis of the history of the Transvaal Republic and 
of the Transvaal State and Colony. The writer, who has 
been a resident of Pretoria and district practically since 
1865, intends, however, to confine this relation of Pretoria's 
rise and expansion merely to its urban aspect, although 
frequent reference will have to be made to the turmoil of 
political evolution. As Pretoria was founded after the 
coalition of the small republics of which the Transvaal 
Republic consisted, in order to supply a seat of govern 
ment as near the centre as possible of this very large 

Potchefstroom was then the capital and the seat of 
government. So1T1e time previously the Republic of Lyden 
burg - which had been a separate colony-had been 
incorporated with the others. In fact, in previous years 
the widely scattered districts, with their central townships, 
had been practically small republics, with a very nebulous 
kind of confederacy. 

The town of Pretoria was actually founded in 1853, 
and was so named after Martinus Wessel Pretorius, the 
President of the Republic. The perennial stream. of 
water and the central situation in respect of the whole 
State induced the then Volksraad to sanction its founding 
as the seat of government. In the early sixties a few 

LOVERS WALK, PRETORIA. 

country, it necessarily follows that the evolution o[ the 
whole State is so intimately associated with that of 
Pretoria that the two are practically one. But, as the 
Limits of space do not admit of any very extended 
relation of all the accidents and incidents, all the stirring 
scenes and epoch-n1ak ing occurrences, ,vh ich constitute 
the past half-century of the Transvaal and of Pretoria, 
it is here only aimed to give the newcomers and those 
interested i the place a succinct history of Pretoria 
itself, and not of Pretoria as the seat of government and 
centre of the Transvaal's political, social, and economic 
evolution. 

On the 16th of January 1852 the Transvaal was 
formally recognised by the British Government as an 
independent State. This was accomplished in a Con 
vention signed at 1/.andriver, in the Orange Free State, 
by the representatives of the Transvaal Republic and by 
Major Hogg and Mr. Owen as Imperial Commissioners. 

Little Boer hamlets marked the place. There was a 
homestead and outhouses at Prinzhof, where the Italian 
Gardens now are, just inside Hovesdrift. This is called 
l-lovesdrift because a Mr. Von den love lived there for 
years rn tlie seventies ;rncl eighties, and had a water-mill 
on each side of the stream at the drift. Another home 
stcc1d stoucl upon "Rus in Urbe," now tile site of the 
i'.ool ogica I Gardens. The re owned General Schoeman, 
father of tl,e General Schoeman who during the late war 
was blown to picces by a lyddite shell in his house in 
Church Street West, lived upon this property in the sixties 
and seven t I cs. I-1 c 1-1 as the General SchoelJian who during 
the civil war in the early sixties led the Progressives 
against Paul Kriiger and his doppers. Their last battle 
was fought behind M'Selekatse Nek on the Crocodile River. 
Bloed Street is so named because tl1e first man in that 
civil war was wou11clecl, or shot, in that street near Prinzhof. 
Another homestead was just inside the railway embank 
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ment at the Aapies River poort, to the south of the town. 
Here .l1vecl a certain Jan du Preez, whose children now 
resirle there, fifty yards above Jess' Cottage, made famous 
by Rider Haggard. At the Fountains resided a certain 
Bronk horst, which gave the name of Bronkhorstfontein to 
that beautiful perennial spring. On the Sunnyside bank, 
over the river, lived a certain Rademeyer and his family, 
and later the whole Schutte family, which later on fur 
nished Pretoria with a Landdrost and Johannesburg with 
a Mining Commissioner. At Arcadia, on the left side near 
the Laundry at the Lion Bridge, lived the Du Toit family. 
The old Mr. Du Toit acted then as Lancldrost of Pretoria, 
and his son afterwards became Landdrost of Middelburg. 
The old Mr. Du Toit assisted at the laying out of Pre 
toria, and was, with President M. W. Pretorius, one of the 
actual founders of the place. In the early sixties Mr. S. 
J. Meintjes, the father of Mr. E. P. A. Mcintjes, Alphonso 
Meintjes, &c., bought the place, and eventually the whole 
property came into the possession of Mr. E. P. A. Meintjes, 
who had it sold out into a suburb cf Pretoria in the later 
eighties and nineties. When Pretoria was laid out as the 
seat of government of the Transvaal, it was thought judi 
cious by the Raad and by the founders to secure its water 
right as a servitude over a portion of Groenkloof, known 
as the Fountains. As a further precaution, the Govern 
ment bought portions of an adjoining farm and added it 
to the town commonage. A lar·ge number of erven for 
public purposes were given to the Government, and even 
tually half of the erven to be sold were also give to the 
Government, the President, M. W. Pretorius, retaining the 
other half to be sold for his personal benefit, as the cfarrn 
had been his property. It was understood at the time 
that, in consideration of half of the erven being ceded to 
the Government to sell as vendor, in addition to certain 
special ones retained for pub lie purposes, the Government 
bought the additional commonage and added it to the 
town. The erven were then sol.cl with full water rights 
for irrigation purposes, and with full grazing rights for 
cattle, &c., up to thirty-three for each erf-holder. Certain 
erven to the soutl of the main water furrow, which de 
bouched near Scheiding Street along the slant of the hill 
past the N.Z.A.S.M. buildings and so on past just above 
the gaol, were sold as dry erven, because they were situate 
above the main conduit. It mav be of interest to state 
as a feature of the times that a certain erf, now occupied 
by the District Supply Stores, or Repatriation and Land 
Settlement Offices, between Market Street South and 
Visagic Streets, was sold as a rn ill erf. The owner of that 
erf had the right to raise the supply of water in the main 
furrow by conduits, and to take it over an overshot mill 
wheel, and then to let it go on its way into Pretoria. 
This righit was cancelled later on by President Burgers in 
the seventies because he saw a danger in it for the town 
through the water being contaminated, but it was can 
celled by purchase. It must De remembered that at that 
time the country was absolutely wild, and Pretoria was 
the outer limit of civilisation. From Pretoria to Whater 
berg only one homestead was found, and that was the 
'vVolmarans' place in Derde Poort. The big road then 
went via that poort, and Wonderboompoort was impass 
able, wagons having to cross over the nek just east of 
\Wonderboom Fort when the destination was near there. 
The Wonderboor and Daspoort roads were made during 
the British occupation, 1876-1881, by joint private and 
(Government enterprise, 

As centres at that time Potchefstroom, Rustenburg, 
'vVaterber·g, ?:outpansberg, Lydenburg, Heiclelbe,g, Klecks 
dorp, Bloemhof, Wakkerstroom, Piet Retief, and Utrecht 
were occupiecl, but with widely scattered farms in between, 
and game in unlimited thousands all about. Lions, wild 
dogs, wolves, &c., were all over the land, and even here 
in the vlei at Arcadia lions were shot in '58. In '46 a 
man now resident here in Pretoria, on the Arcadia side 
in Vermeulen Street, was in laager at a spot just about 
where the Park is. The natives were then all in their 
full fighting strength, so laagers had to be formed for 
tile women and children. The lions pestered this laager 
so that a hunt had to be got up, and seven were shot 
near where Arcadia Mills now stand. These were laid out 
as trophies round the camp for the women and children 
to see. 

When Pretoria was founded Paul Kriger was resident 
near Rustenburg. Later on he was Commandant-General 
of the Republic. Another noted individual bad just then 
been buried a few years before at Grootplaats, the farm 
now owned and occupied by the Scroobys, just over 
Crocodile River Bridge. This ·was Commandant-General 
,\nclries Pretor·ius, the father of President Martinus Wessel 
Pretorius. This intrepid and sterling hero was the voor 
trekker commandant who had occupied Natal with the 
first emigrants, and had then fought their way over the 
Berg into the Transvaal when Natal was occupied by the 
British. He was one of the grand old leaders, undisrnaved 
and great, who fought and broke the Zulu power in Natal, 
and then fought and scattered M'Selekatse in the Trans 
vaal. His remains, and those of his wife, are now to be 
found under two monuments in the local cemetery, having 
been transferred hither at Government cost in the later 
eighties, and as a long-deferred mark of public recognition. 

At the time when Pretoria was founded the trade of 
the Republic was direct with Natal, by ox transport. The 
one route was via Harrismith over Van Reenen's Pass and 
the other by Wakkerstroom and the Buffalo River. The 
intermediate flats and highlands were literally covered 
with game. It was a usual occurrence in the rarified 
atmosphere, when a mirage covered the whole stretch to 
the distant horizon, to see the whole earth move in a weird 
up-and-clown manner. This effect was produced by the 
endless masses of g,1me-startlecl by some occurrence out 
of sight gradually in expanding circles being stirred into 
leisurely Hight. The trip to Natal and back occupied 
between one month and six weeks, the wagons usually 
going in convoys of ten, fifteen, or twenty. The exports of 
the country then consisted of feathers, ivory, leather, hides, 
camel-shanks, and wheat, with riems and sjamboks to fill 
up. Cattle were also exported in fairly large numbers, and 
a large quantity of wool went from Wakkerstroom, Heidel 
berg, and other 1-Iigbveld districts where merino sheep 
thrive. This country, now so denuded of cattle, had then 
over 100,000 head of breeding stock within twelve miles 
radius of Pretoria, and this was no exceptional feature. 
The Erasmus family-on tile Erasmus or Hennop's River 
(now the Six-mile SpruitJ-occupiecl one long succession 
of splendid cattle runs; the wealthy Oppermans, just 
above them, the Bothas and Strydoms, below them, and so on 
right round Pretoria. They had each herds ranging from 
600 to 3,000 head, and disease was practically unknown 
except a mild kind of gall-sickness and lung-sickness. 

The hunting districts for big game-elephants and 
giraffes, buffalo and seacows-were behind Zoutpansberg, 
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and down on the lower Crocodile, into Matabele and 
Banyai-land, where now Bulawayo and Salisbury are. 
In Matabele-land the hunters shot by permission of the 
king M'Solekatse, later Lobengula. When M'Selekatse 
died, tile large nati.ve embassy which fetched Lobengula 
from Natal passed through Pretoria. This was about 1870, 
and Pretoria .hacl then grown to qu.ite a village. The 
inland trading stations were up at Schoemansdal, a place 
named after Commandant-Geneml. Schoeman, just under 
the Zoutpansberg, to the north-west of the present" Louis 
Tri.chard," in Magato-land. This place was abandoned in 
the early sixties, after the disastrous Katze-Katze cam 
paign, when Commandant - General Paul Kritiger was 
ignominiously defeated by that small Maga tee tribe, and 
the trading town was abandoned and burnt bv the natives. 
A number of Pretorians now still living took part in 
that disgraceful episode, and they did not hesitate to 
stigmatise Mc Paul Kri.iger at the time as incompetent 
and far worse. The Zoutpansbergers hardy huntsmen 

north balcony to about opposite the Grand Hotel front 
entrance. On the same erf, near where now the south-east 
comer of the building is, stood the gaol, a very small 
building with a thatch roof. President Pretorius, when in 
Pretoria, resided in a building where now bulges large the 
Arnerican Doot Company, opposite the present Post Office. 
This gentleman owned at tlle time the whole block, right 
round by the present Magistrate's Court, by Kirk's Bazaar 
and back again by Messrs. Poynton Bros. to the same 
corner. A very conspicuous feature at the time was rose 
hedges. Multi-flora roses had been planted as hedges, 
and left untrimmed, and they grew to very large dimen 
sions and heights. The place was then estimated to have 
in all eighty houses and three hundred inhabitants. Mr. 
Robert Lys, held then as the father of Pretoria, resided 
upon the site of the present Grand Hotel, in a large, low 
bungalow, with thatch roof. Tl1e property still belongs 
to the family, Mr. Lys having died in the eighties. Be 
was the last one buried in a private cemetery near the 

CHURCH STREET, PRETORIA: EARLY DAYS. 

and born fighters-proclaimed the Rustenburg contingent 
with its leader to be cowardly skulkers. 

The ivory and feather trade in Pretoria, Waterberg, and 
Zoutpansberg was then mainly in the hands of Portuguese 
l3anians, although the principal houses were European. 
Round the local Market Square, which is now only known 
as Church Square, were the leading traders of the country. 
The largest houses, however, were then in I'o :chefstroom. 
In Pretoria were established, in the earJy sixties, Lys, 
Brodrick, Marais, Austin, Pereira, and a few others. A 
great feature then also was trading by wagon, or smousing. 
All the srnouses started from Potchefstroom and Pretoria 
for the inland districts to barter hunting spoils. 

In 1866 Pretoria consisted of about eighty houses, a 
large thatched-roof Dutch church where the one now JS, 

and a thatched-roof Government Office, wbere now the 
Government buildings are. But it was a one-storeyecl 
narrow building, running in a small angle from about the 

railway poort, just above the water furrow. I-le was a 
bluff, hearty old sailor, and was respected by everyone. 
lHe acted for a long time as member for Pretoria in the 
Boer Volksraad, and was the leader in Pretoria of every 
social or public function to near the time of his death. 
He was also Landdrost for some time. 

From a very early date gold and the prospecting for gold 
had been a feature in the State. Lead mines had been 
opened up in Marico, and coal mines in a few places in 
the 1-1 ighvelcl. A lead mine was also started on the Croco 
dile River, to the south-west of Pretoria. 

Pretoria was then the centre to which all the hunting 
expeditions came from the Colonies and from abroad to 
fit out; whilst all the speculators, &c. also congregated 
here. Mauch had acted as a kind or State Mineralogist 
for some years, and a singularly capable man he was. In 
fact, nearly all. the later discoveries were forecast by him, 
and in most cases the actual localities indicated. 
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McCorlindale, again, with his large enterprises, then 
bulked largely in the councils and the hopes of the people. 
He was then starting New Scotland on the eastern border, 
near Swaziland, and had taken up every large public enter 
prise in the country. Evaporating works were started at 
the Pretoria salt-pan, and Mccorkindale was looked upon 
as the man who had to bring this budding community 
into actual contact with the Europe-an public. Even 
ammunition, an article then most difficult for the State 
to obtain, was got through this enterprising gentleman. 
He had ceded to him and his colony of Scots a large 
tract of excellent country about Lake Chrissy, which is now 
still occupied by their descendants. Mr. J. W. Henshall, 
now again resident in Pretoria, was then in charge of the 
works at the salt-pan, twenty miles to the north of Pre 
toria. This pan is one of the most unique sights in 
Africa. Mr. McCorkindale had at the time to encounter 
the monstrous difficulties of transpurt from the coast, as 
well as the suspicions of the European investi11g public, 
to whom the country was a terra incognita. Before his 
schemes came to actual fruition, he succumbed to an attack 
of fever upon Inyaek Island, at Delagoa Bay, where he 
lies buried. 

In the meantime Pretoria kept expanding, and in the 
early seventies it had increased to a community of a few 
thousand souls. The Transvaal Republic and Pretoria 
had to pass through a continuation of pioneering vicissi 
tudes. Kaffir wars were an endless feature of the early 
clays, and internally Church and political squabbles never 
seemed to cease. The Boer ever was, and ever ·will be, 
intolerant of any restraint beyond what is abc;olutely 
11ecessarv, and the assertion of any party, or individual, 
power at once prnvuked resistance and open defiance. 

Another great drawback at the time was hard cash 
as a circulating medium. There was very little money 
in the State, and what specie there was was continually 
sent out to pay for goods from Natal or elsewhe1-c-. The 
Transvaal Government first in the early sixties issued a 
lot of nntes for [r and for 5s. and 2s. 6cl. Later on a 
larger supply was made, and men of local standing issued 
private "good fors " in connection vvith their mercantile 
businesses. The Government notes were secured by a 
large number of Government farms, and were ultimately 
redeemed out of a loan floated in Holland in the earlv 
seventies by President Burgers. 

When President Burgers became the President of the 
Republic, a spurt was given to matters in Pretoria, and 
the goldfields were then also gradually being opened up. 
New blood came into the Repulilic, and PL·etoria expanded 
apace. Messrs. A. P. Field & Co., at Jirst Field & 
Nephew, opened a large business in the building just 
broken clown upon the corner uf Church Square, where 
Heys' block is being built. This was then the most 
pretentious building in the place. Messrs. Kisch & Har 
sant, fron Port Elizabeth, opened a large place where now 
the Central News Agency and Store Brothers are. This 
was a large iron building, and that and Schiffman's, now 
the Ready Money Clothing Company, were the very first 
stores outside of Market Square, now Church Square. 
The present Church Square is really Market Square, and 
the market was held on the southern half till late in the 
eighties. The present Market Square was, and is, named 
an "Uitspanning" on the town plan, and was converted 
into Market Square in the eighties by the Volksraad 
in response to the irresistible efforts of people largely 

interested. President Burgers resided in the place now just 
replncecl by some stores at the corner of Church and 
Prinslo» Streets, on the present Market Square. At that 
time tl1e population of Pretoria was about 3,000, or more, 
but consisted only of scattered residences in the actual 
town of Pretoria-i.e., betweed Scheiding and BoonJ. 
Streets and Du Toit and Schubart Streets. Skinner's 
Court" had been granted to President Pretorius in the 
e:uly clays as a suburban residence, as Mrs. Pretorius--then 
resident upon a block of twelve erven just outside Potchef 
stroom -had refused to reside in Pretoria. Mr. Skinner, 
first a Luilcler and contractor, with a partner called 
Devereux, and later for many _vears Lanclclrost of Pretoria, 
acquired Skinner's Court from President Pretorius, it was 
alleged, in settlement of rather a large claim for board 
and lodging. The salary of the President was about £800 
per annum, and later £1,200, and when this was paid in 
Government mandaten, or notes, it represented 200 and 
£300 in sterling value as to capacity in purchase. The 
facetious name for these notes was hakskeen pleisters," 
that is, heel plasters. Just before their redemption bv 
President Burgers, they were eagerly bought up by some 
speculatoL·s "in the know" at 55. per [r, and these netted 
incipient fortunes over this deal. 

At first there was no High Court in the country. There 
were only Landdrost Courts, as lower courts, and Land 
clrost a11d Heemraden as a High Court. "Heemraden" 
were three public men of position and probity who were 
added to the Landdrost to adjudicate in appeals and in 
higher cases. Leiter on these Lanclclrosts, of three separate 
districts, sat in a Lind of !\ppeal Court. The Landdrost 
Court for many years, and some other offices, were in a 
low, thatched roof bungalow on the site of the present 
Post 0f"lice, ancl had formerly been a mercantile store of 
Mr. Austin. Captain Struben and his family, well known 
i11 connection with Transvaal matters, lived in a thatched 
bungalow where now the Old Club Boarding House is. 
Mr. I-J. \V. Struben then carried on some farming and 
trading operations at The Willows," whicl is still his 
property. 

\Vhen Mr. Francois Burgers was elected President of 
the Transvaal in 1873, great expectations prevailed in the 
State. It was thought that now an educated gentleman 
of very progressive ideas occupied the position the advance 
of the whole country would be marked and exceptional. 
Many innovations were at once brought about, and a High 
Court was constituted. The railway prnject with De.lagoa 
Bay was taken forcibly in hand, and a loan concluded 
with I lol.land to redeem the notes and further tlte railway 
project. The Tati Goldfields had then existed some time, 
and Button had opened up Eersteling and the adjoining 
farms in Zoutpansberg. Diamond fields were in full 
swing along the Vaal River at Hebron, Klipdrift, Pniel, 
and other places. The" New Rush" and "Du Toi ts" hnd 
1ust been opened. At Pilgrim's Rest in Lydenburg district, 
and at some other localities, gold discoveries had been 
made, and the fields were being wurked. Fabulous rumours 
circulated through the whole country of untold riches here, 
there, and everywhere, and hopes ran high indeed. A bank 
had been opened at Pretoria, and was doing the usual verv 
cautious bank pioneering. Still, we shot snipe on the 
present Church Square, and made good bags in Arcadia 
Vlei and in the rnorass, wh.ere now the State Printing Office 
is, down to the Schoolplaats. And, outside, the country 
was teeming with game. On Daspoort Farm we caught 
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one morning a black wildebeest and two blesbuck with a 
cross-bred Scotch stag and greyhound, and by riding fro 
Pretoria at daybreak we returned at 10 a.rn. vvith 8 mule 
cart with ten head of springbuck, blesbuck, and wildebeest 
from bevoncl Six-mile Spruit. The only regions which 
were practically bare of large game, after the hartebeest, 
koodoo, sable antelope, and others J.ad left it in the fifties, 
wen, those down the moat, between the Magaliesberg and 
the Witwatersrand, and those between Pretoria and 7ef' 
rust over the undulating hills. The others were all filled 
with game. The Highveld, the l-T:1rrisrnith plains, the 
Maquasie Flats, and the "brak pmmen" (saline pans) 
towards the western border and Mafeking were absolutely 
crammed with game. The last still more so when in 
1886 the game had been driven out of tile Free State by 
ceaseless shooting. In tlte Springbuck Flats, to the 
north of Pretoria, and in the Buslveld, down the Maga 
laquin and other rivers from the Waterberg Mountains to 

always from gel. to rs. l\.foalies were 7s. 6d. and ros. the 
bag, and wheat ros. to 15s. Many a Boer made a very 
good thing of it to go with one or two wagons into the 
ushveld, or to the Harrismith plains, oncl to shoot quagga 
and make quagga biltong. The Basutos and all the 
Magatee tribes prefer quagga biltong and meat to any 
other, and usecl to trade it at very profitable rates to the 
Boer for mealies, corn, pigs, fowls, &c. 

When President Burgers was elected President, he came 
from Hanover, in the Cape Colony, where he had been 
a minister of the Dutch Reformed Church. He and a Mr. 
Kotze and another ecclesiastical candidate had returned 
full-fledged Dutch ministers from I--Iollancl some years 
previously-they having been sent thither to complete their 
studies- -with very pronounced liberal ideas. The old iron 
bound dogmas and creeds of the ascetic Huguenots and 
austere Hollanders in these colonies had been eradicated 
from them by the newer lights in Europe, ancl they 

ENTRANCE TO PRETOF.IA: MIDDELBURG ROAD. 

the Crocodile River, every variety of game was found, and 
annual parties even went out to run clown ostriches on 
horseback. The OReillys, from the Dloe:rnhof district, 
were great ostrich hunters, and used to pass annually in 
the winter to catch ostriches, as horses would then stand 
the climate. Horse-sickness was then much more viru 
lent, and nearly all unsalted horses would be dead by 
October here in Pretoria. Another occasional industry 
was to trek tu the Waterberg in winter, or ear there, and 
to take a number of empty hogsheads ancl collect honey. 
The honey-bird assisted the bee bunters, and goocl l.cmcls 
were brought in. In those clays, also, it was quite a usual 
thing for a cattle farmer from V/akkerstroom, or frorn 
where Ermelo now is, and thereabouts, to come to Pretoria 
in winter and to sell in hide tubs from one to six thousand 
pounds weight of Dutter at between qd. and 6d. the pound. 
Kaffir pigs were a drug in the market, and fowls were 

preached a gospel which at first drew universal attention, 
consternation, and reprobation. Having first earned noto 
ricty from Agulhas to the Limpopo, they brushed aside by 
sheer pluck and common sense the old, clirn, mysterious 
cobwebs of religion and gradually became famous in a 
wide c.ircle. The very audacity of their revolutionary 
doctrines at first raised hmvls of remonstrance, to be 
gradually merged into salvos of applause. This fame 
led to the eventual selection by the progressives of the 
Tra11svaal of Francois Burgers as its President. As a 
President he proved fifty years ahead of his time when 
considered in relation to the remschoen" and Dopper 
elements in the country. Paul Kruger and his people 
viewed hirn w1 th jealousy and suspicion from the first, 
and it did not take him three years to completely under 
mine hi rn. His irn petuous conf1clence, his brnacl principles, 
his open-handed policy, his enlightened ideas were to 
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them all so many dire threats against their isolation and 
national existence. The most sneaking treachery was 
resorted to in order to render his every effort suspected 
and his every movement the subject of sinister opposition. 
And then, to make even the ambuscades of fateful chance 
a factor in the game of duplicity, our disastrous Secoconi 
war broke out. With an excbequer practically bankrupt, 
with morose jealousy and treachery broadcast in the land, 
with no knowledge whatsoever of Transvaal commandoes 
or Ka[fir wars, President Burgers was called upon to 
enter into a war with a native tribe, ensconced in inac 
cessible safety, in the most rugged and wildest part of the 
country, whilst active enemies amongst us were hatching 
treason and stirring rebellion. The commandoes, under 
President Burgers personally and M. W. Pretorius the 
former President-as Commandant-General, passed through 
Pretoria and went to the front, Enkelcloorn at Kameel 
poort being the rendezvous of all the southern and western 
divisions. The long concatenation of small. successes and 
large reverses cannot be given in this article; suffice it 
to say that it ended in the occupation of the Transvaal 
by Sir Theophilus Shepstone and his Mounted Police in 
1877. By the light of later history it seems more than 
ridiculous that Sir Theophilus Shepstone ancl a few 
Mounted Police at first, when looking into matters, and 
then one regiment of soldiers-or one battalion of a regi 
ment should have been Sl1Hicient to annex the Transvaal 
in 1877 when there were quite 20,000 fighting Boers in 
the Republic. Yet such happened, and the British Dag 
was hoisted at Pretoria on the 12th April 1877, and many 
wild cheers were given at the time. The flagstaff stood 
at the corner of the Government But [dings, on the present 
Church Square, opposite Messrs. Burmester & Co. The 
British occupied the country on account of this" inherent 
weakness" of the Republic, and because this inherent 
weakness," when viewed in respect to the circumjacent 
large native tribes, constituted a grave danger to the 
South African States and Colonies in British occupation. 
Vi1hen Sir Owen Lanyon had been transfetTed to Pretoria 
from Kimberley, he took up his residence in the large 
house at the corner of St. Andries and Schoeman Streets, 
and the grounds were occupied by his bodyguard ,rncl staff. 
Amongst these were Rider Haggard and Mr. Lagden. 
The importation of officials from Natal and elsewhere, 
as now, gave a great spurt to Pretoria, and an endless 
succession of functions, reviews, balls, and ceremonies 
drew the usual crowd of dazzled moths. As it was sup 
posed that the establishment of a permanent and strong 
Government must entail a general and continued advance 
all along the line, Pretoria expanded and increased in 
anticipation of the balance of the State. Garrisons were 
established at Pretoria, at Potchefstroom, at Rustenburg, 
and at Lyclenburg, and the usual movements of troops 
ensued. Soon the Secoconi war had to be set forward 
by the British Government, to bring the recalcitrant chief 
to reason. The task proved a very difficult one, and 
Secoconi was only really captured by a very large Swazi 
impi, enlisted to act in conjunction with the troops. 
After the war, and when the Zulu war commenced, there 
were at one time four regiments quartered here at Pre 
toria, two foot and two cavalry, as well as some batteries 
of artillery. 

Businesses were now opened in Pretoria, and sites for 
this, that, and the other were eagerly bought up. Banks 
were also opened, and outside enterprise expanded largely 

in conformity with hopes of the speculative element. 
Pilgrim's Rest and the other Lydenburg fields were then 
in full swing, and Ilic cobalt and lead mines also received 
a fresh impetus? Thie completion or, at least, continua 
tion of the Delagoa Bay line, as commenced by President 
Burgers, received its quietus, and the rails and plant 
were left at Delagoa Bay to rust to nothingness. Natal 
01ficials, ancl a good many favoured by Lanyon from 
elsewhere, poured into the State, and offices were created 
for others still to come. J\s it was merely an act of 
annexation, many of the Republican officials were re 
tained in their billets, but a large nun ber refused to 
serve, and had to be replaced by fresh importations, whilst 
rnanv more billets were created. Necessarily, with such 
a starched military regime as that of Sir Owen Lanyon's, 
matters were carried with great parade and stiff pomp 
at Government louse, and the usual tribe of official 
moths and society aspirants fluttered round the glare. 
Lulled in this official ancl sel F-created exclusiveness, the 
Government knew as little about the country and the 
bulk of the people as about Kamchatka, if so much. 
When the Zulu war had run its course, the military 
increases about the country gave a very fictitious air of 
progress and advance, and Pretoria grew apace, for here 
were congregated all the speculators, office-seekers, con 
tractors, et hoc genus omne. 'The usual round of starched 
pipe-clay gaieties served to intensify the delusion, and 
doubtless the usual stream of official reports drawn up 
and sent from ofTicial centres, voicing hopes and special 
pleas, instead of facts, kept the I-lome authorities in 
blissful ignorance of the actual condition of things here. 
As the military and official clement lived in a pipe-clay 
and starched arc of exclusiveness created by themselves, 
they necessarily knew very little of the real truth and 
of the people. 

Pretoria, during the four years of British occupation, 
attained much larger dimensions, but still only inside the 
limits of the town proper as defined before. Not a single 

_ suburb ·was aclc.lecl, although domiciles sprang up here and 
there just outside the town. Notably 'was this the case 
at Trevenna, where the house at the Trevenna Brewery 
was built by Dr. Lyle. A few houses were built where 
now Mr. Tom Bourke's property is at Sunnyside. Mr. 
John Preller built a residence at Harmony, and Mrs. 
VValker built one at Muckleneuk. Those were all the 
suburban residences. At Arcadia drift there was no 
bridge then-the houses ended, but the town ended at 
Du Toit Street. The last house clown to the west was 
a thatched house quite isolated where now the affir 
Pass Office is, and the Dupper Church-also a grass 
thatched quadrangle-stood about the centre of the 
square, with the minister's house at the south-east corner. 
All the houses about Pretoria were scattered widely 
apart, except in the centre, immediately about the present 
Church Square, and Church Street East then first began 
to put in a clai.m to business pretensions. After the 
Zulu war, Government House, at the corner of St. Andries 
and Schoeman Streets, came to be called Ulundi House 
by the Government party in commemoration of the vic 
tory at Ulundi over Cetewayo's forces. Beckett's and 
Bourke's business places were now built or being built, 
and Mr. John de Waal, an old resident and former 
/'.outpansberg trader, opened a business at about the 
place where now Messrs. Liebman Brothers' stores are in 
Church Street East. The env.irons of the present Market 
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Square were quite bare, but Mr. John Verdoorn, from 
Nylstroom, just about then built a rather smart residence 
at the corner of Van der Walt and Pretorius Streets, and 
President Burgers' residence at the corner of Prinsloo and 
Church Streets was also stili occupied by someone, he 
and his family having left for the Cape Colony, where 
he shortly afterwards died from disappointment and grief 
and in very poor circumstances. 

No notable additions were made to the public buildings 
in Pretoria under the British, and the only really notable 
feature-as affecting our present position-is the fact that 
the town was once convulsed with a very humorous and 
novel excitement when a municipality was elected. This 
was the first municipality elected in Pretoria, as the town 
had up to that time been administered by the Landdrost 
and a few bailiffs. Mr.J.C. Preller was elected mayor, and 
this municipal council was placed in possession of the 
whole town lands and water rights which the people had 

over the seats, and thus each party had a really splendid 
time for the two days' racing. The fun, jollity, and real 
sport were incomparably beyond anything of the kind to 
be found on any such African racecourse now. In fact, up 
to about 1871--1872, a picnic at Pretoria, or a ball, meant 
the inclusion of all the white inhabitants with a very few 
exceptions, and the fun and the "go" were tremendous. 
Looking back now, it is indeed hard to find what we 
complained about-what we were seeking for. We were 
wealthy, free, healthy, and boisterously happy, and yet we 
longed for something else that we have got now, or are 
supposed to have. Up to the arrival of the Delagoa Bay 
Railway in the eighties, we had no mosquitoes in Pretoria, 
and no epidemics except sore eyes. It may seem strange, 
but we drank surface well water and sluit water, and we 
had no sanitary service or aught else, yet out of the hundred 
deaths in Pretoria then it took years for a hundred to die 
OVer 7 5 per cent. did so die from the effects of drink 

HEIDELBERG : EARLY DAYS. 

origin1ty bought with their erven, and so administered 
them. The "Sa.ka Bona" m.i I.ls, near Daspoort, were 
leased to this council, and they received the moneys from 
C. K. White, the lessee. 

Under President Burgers a large Botanical Garden site 
had been laid out and immured where now the Lunatic 
Asylum is. The racecourse had been in possession of the 
public for many years before, as a very strong sporting 
club had existed at Pretoria since the early sixties. The 
annual race meet at Pretoria and at Potchefstroom had 
been quite a feature, and some of the best blood in South 
Africa contested here and at Kroonstad and Dloernfontein 
for quite large plates and larger lotteries. The principal 
plates here were from £ roo to £ 500, and the lotteries often 
ran into £8o0, being attached to the large plates. There 
was no grand stand, but the straight run-in was roped off 
on both sides for a good distance, and close behind these 
buck-wagons were pulled tlie clay before, with awnings 

and from old age, and another 20 per cent. from diseases 
contracted in the low country and elsewhere. 

The present Volk's Hospital, above the Camp, owes its 
existence to the ladies of Pretoria in the seventies and 
eighties, and these ladies contributed large sums of money 
to its founding. Necessarily, the charitable public assisted 
their laudable efforts by generous responses and valuable 
assistance, but to the ladies of Pretoria solely this com 
munity can express its gratitude for tltat institution. The 
movement in its early stages was set afoot by Mrs. Becker, 
now eighty-four years of age, and still resident here, by 
Mrs. Lys, Mrs. P. J. Marais, Mrs. Juta, Mrs. Brooks, Mrs. 
Winstanley, and a few score of younger ladies. Mostly all 
these are now dead and gone, or living elsewhere. A few 
are still resident here. These ladies by their efforts con 
tributed 41,200 to found this charitable institution, and I 
do not believe that at this day it is even recorded upon a 
putty tablet that the generous sacrifices of those angels of 
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the "overblusterecl ,. past supplied the real initial impetus 
and means to found this haven for the stricken. 

During this evolution of Pretoric1 its history is associated 
with many stirring scenes and episodes. In fact, it is un 
varnislied truth that for forty years, elating back from the 
present time, it has never experienced really five years of 
quiet progress. The evolvement from the swaddling clothes 
of a border pioneer village, and that of the Transvaal fro 
a dislocation of Doer pioneer communities, confederated b, 
necessity to a settled republican State, seemed to run in 
cycles of very short duration. We had an endless succes 
sion of short rests and recurring disturbances, and never 
did any period of continued peace last for Ji.ve years. We 
were three times at the very brink of a civil war, in 
addition to the outbreak in the early sixties. Mahuro, 
Gasibon, kalifijn, Katse-Katse, Mapela, Seccconi, Mapoch, 
Moshesh, Mampoer, 1\fogato, M.alabuck, the Swazis and the 
/'.ulus all supplied an endless succession of wars and dis 
turbances, and when these failed, we got one up internally 
eithet· .in Church or Stale, or between Uitlander and Boer. 
Tile predecessor of Gungunhama, named 'Mzela, was a con 
tinued threat to our hunting grounds, and to our northern 
feather, hide, and ivory trade, as it was known that the 
Portuguese were too weak to check him. This was up 
to the middle seventies. 

As said before, during the British occupation of 1876 
1881 Pretoria expanded largely, but no buildings of any real 
pretensions were erected. One of the largest and best build 
ings at tl1e time was Mr. Burnham's store, or stores, which 
occupied a large slice of an erf's frontage from the Bodega 
in Market Street South to the encl of the buildings still 
there opposite Lezard & Co. and the A.B.C. tea-rooms. 
Adjoining the then angle Cf public offices, at the corner of 
Market Square South-now Church Square--stoocl the 
European Hotel, the best patronised place of the kind in 
the Transvaal. Next to this, but still in the compass of 
the present block of buildings, stood a small doubled-storey 
house of R. C. Green, who shortly afterwards built "The 
Coffin," under the oaks, in front of the Empress Theatre. 
This Collin was built to force the hands of the holders 
of Reck's place and the corner block, because Mr. Green 
ovvned the erf in front of them, and had sold a ser 
vitude for a 14- or 20 foot right of way, but the actual 
position of this right of way across his erf had not been 
defined. 

During the four years of British occupation the 
Boer leaders bad never ceased from appealing to Great 
Britain for a restoration of their independence. Deputa 
tions were sent to London, and an endless correspondence 
kept up. At the end this culminated in the war of 1880 
1881, called the \Var of Independence. On the 16th day 
of Decemhier Dingaan's Day the actual outbreak tool 
place at Potchefstroom, between a party of Colonel 
Winsloe's Mounted lnfantry and a small patrol of armed 
Boers, who passed armed and mounted inside the limits 
o[ tlte. actual fort environment, where the 213 men or 
all arms who cons ti tu tee! the garrison were concentrated, 
watd1ing developments. The garrisons in the Transvaal 
were st.iLl as named before, and the Boers had concen 
trated a pretty large force at Heiclelberg, the headquarters 
of the Government tl1e11 at once proclaimed. As usual, 
the British authorities were wholly unprepared for the 
outbreak ; in fact, expected none. The scenes in Pretoria 
stiove for supremacy as to deep pathos or extreme comi 
caiity. The horses and live-stock having all been seized, 

whilst martial law was being proclaimed, twenty-four hours 
notice was given to all the Boers affected to leave the town 
with their goods, chattels, kith and kin. Presumably, this 
had to be done on foot, carrying the children and goods, 
the sick and the aged, or by a@rial tram. Anyhow, no 
one could comply with the ukase, except a few boys who 
left school and walled away to their people outside. It 
may also be stated here that, at that time, there was 
a large number o[ educated i\fricanclers \vho actually 
sympathised with the British cause, and who were heartily 
sick and tired of tl1e stagnation and uncertainty and want 
of stability of Boer republics. They had also been led 
to expect such unprecedented and phenomenal expansion 
under British egis such a complete revolution from. in 
stability, political caprice, personal government, flagrant 
riepolisrn, financial bankruptcy, and utter conservative 
inertia, that mostly all the educated classes and towns 
people were prepared t» side with those who were to 
replace al I. this witlt the ne plus ultra of correct, sound, 
and good government in conjunction 1vith real freedom 
and safety. 

The milita1·v vvere at once placed in possession of the 
town, and all provisions and supplies were requisitioned 
fru1T1 tlie st"rcs. Horses, cattle, &c., were also requisitioned 
at once, and a valuation board was appointed, with civilians 
amongst the number, to place a price upon each animal. 
These were faithfully paid, a rather startling divergence 
from a later experience of these same people, in many 
cases. In sharp succession further information of a dis 
astrous character arrived. First we knew that Captain 
Falls had been shot in the lPotchefstroom Court-house, and 
that Raaff and the balance of that small garrison were 
captured. Then came the thunderbolt of the Bronkhorst 
Spruit disaster, which is still made a mystery of to this 
clay, but in the light of later developments in the Great 
Boer War mav have lost its sinister interpretation when 
compared with greater ancl nwre inexplicable disasters. 

Men were at once being enlisted in irregular corps, 
and earthworks were thrown up round the Dutch Church 
in the central square. Parties were sent out to round up 
cattle and horses from the neighbouring farms. In this 
way about 3,000 head were got together, and the town 
had about 1,000. Four days later all were ordered to 
evacuate the town and to proceed to the Camp. This· place 
then consisted of some fifteen bungalows under iron, in two 
transverse rows just on the brow of the footlull, where the 
main camp inside square now is. Round the magazine and 
tl1e cannon sheds there were a stone wall and fortification ; 
but there were no Pretona-I'ietersburg Railway earth 
works. The lill was open, and above it on the brow of 
the first main hill was a fort. Again, on the brow of the 
Ii ill, over the railway and river poort on the west side 
was a fort; and on the hill where now the main fort is was 
a slight outpost fortification, which was daily occupied by 
vedettes. A block-house was built and occupied above the 
cutting through the hill at ElolT's; and a block-house was 
built about where the golf links are, above the cemetery. 
A large fortification was at once made enclosing the gaol 
premises and the Convent grounds and Church, and this 
was rnanned by ;,ome r,oo civilian irregLtlars, enlisted here. 
In the westernmost bungalows at the main camp, on the 
slope overlooking Pietersburg-Pretoria Station, were camped 
D'Arcy's and Nuurse's I lorse, consisting of about 200 
civilians who had enlisted as an irregular mounted corps. 
D'Arcy's Horse, or the Carbine@rs, were the creme de la 
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creme, and anticipated quite worthily the performances of 
the Imperial Light Horse in the war just post. 

It was soon found that we were the victims of a very 
complete and effective siege. 'The Boers had their camps 
at Wonderboompoort, under the tree, with a fort where the 
one now is. Going west, they had one on the cliff at the 
encl of the hill past the Leper Hospital, closed in after 
Elandsfontein fight to the site of the present fort. Two of 
their camps were thus in view of ours. Their third camp 
was at Reel House Kraal on the Johannesburg road, a 
fourth at Erasmus', and the last at Mr. Marks' Zwart 
koppies, on Pienaars River. 

The order for all to evacuate the town and to occupy the 
Camp came at once after the news of the Bronkhorst Spruit 
disaster became known at Pretoria. Just below· the place 
where now the Pretoria Station is was an open kind of 
sod-wall fort, called Fort Royal. ,Vriting from memory, 
the numerical strength of the camp garrison at the time 

attack in force was expected, and every measure was taken 
to strengthen the Camp and to get provisions up from the 
town. Yet through all there ran a great deal of fun and 
good humour, and a good many more smiles than tears 
were seen. All the civilians had a great trust in the power 
of Great Britain and in Hie honour and good faith of the 
British Government ; and we kne,v that the whole matter 
could only last a very short while. Thus our trust and 
expectations buoyed us over all difficulties and clangers, 
and hardships and privations, and we assisted rnerulv and 
hoped on. The strangest feature to us was the sudden and 
complete severance of all outside communication. Not a 
scrap of news of ·whatever nature canie through to us, and 
the whole outside universe was lost as in an impenetrable 
n1ist. Rumours and conjectures were rife, and forecasts 
and hopes served to while away the dragging clays. Patrols 
were sent out and came often in touch with the Boers, but 
no great harm was done. After a while, the authorities 

ELANDS SPRUIT: ROAD TO BARBERTON. 

must have been about 1,100 men in all. All the bungalows 
and the half-finished bungalows were at once put into 
order and roofs put upon many, in order to find room for 
families, and for other necessary services. A part of one 
bungalow was occupied by the printers of the News of 
the Camp," which was printed and issued by Messrs. Du 
Val and Deecker, under military supervision. In all the 
volunteer, or irregular, corps enlisted from town civilians 
must have numbered quite 1,500 men, and very capable 
men they 'Were, too. It must be remembered that then 
there were no houses between the Camp and the Gaol 
Convent Redoubt, and no houses till over the rise from the 
Camp, past Fort Royal towards Market Street. AU the 
ground was open to Jellalabad Villa, and there were no 
suburbs at all, only Pretoria proper, and no railways nor 
railway stations. 

It can easily be imagined that the first fortnight of the 
siege of Pretoria was one of stress and toil. Naturally, an 

decided that it ·would be a wise step to cultivate the 
gardens in town for fruit and vegetables, and daily passes 
were issued to the mvners, Steps were also taken to pre 
serve meat by killing off the cattle and drying the meat 
into biltong. 

Later on a series of attacks was organised upon the 
Boer positions, and it became almost a custom to trek out 
with some 800 men of all arms in the middle of Saturday 
night, and thus to deliver a surprise attack upon the Boer 
position at break of clay on Sunday morning. A usual pre 
cedent to such an attack was to fire sonie ten or twelve 
dynamite clw.rges in a directly opposite direction, whither 
a party had been sent to fire tlie dynamite at some pre 
concerted hour. By these means it was thought the Boer 
supports would be drawn away by the false alarm and not 
be able to rectifv the error before a decisive attack had 
been delivered upon the position which was the object of 
the expedition. In the case of Zwartkoppies, on Pienaars 
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River, at Mr. Sam Marks' present residence, the strategy 
worked to a nicety, and after a very stubborn fight the 
place was captured and the Boer garrison taken prisoners. 
All their wagons were blown up with dynamite, and old 
Hans Botha, their most intrepid commandant, brought in 
prisoner, torn and shattered bv bullet and bomb. The 
Boer garrison consisted of qo men. By the time the return 
march was being made, the decoyed supports of the Boers 
put in an appearance, and that return to Pretoria became a 
regular running fight past Silverton, in which some of the 
Pretoria garrison were wounded and some killed. In this 
action four civilians were killed ancl seven wounded, and 
three regulars killed and some wounded. This was the 
only success that the garrison scored, although the Boer 
positions at Reel House Kraal, on the Johannesburg road, 
at Elandsfontein, beyond the Leper Asylum, and at Wonder 
boom were all in turn attacked. D'Arcy's and Nourse's 
Horse formed conspicuous bodies in these fights, and the 
Convent redoubt in each case supplied a strong body of 
civilian foot. During the three months' siege D'Arcy's 
Horse-being· a little over 138 men lost more than a 
fourth in killed and wounded, being all Pretorian civilians. 
In the rearguard action at the return from Red House 
Kraal, Colonel Gildea was also wounded, whilst D'Arcy's 
Horse had a number of casualties. The men so killed are 
all buried in the local Dutch Reformed Cemetery in a 
stone enclosure to the west centre. '< 

During the siege a certain Mr. Oacomb came through 
from outside and brought news into Pretoria. Necessarily, 
we heard but a meagre account of his fateful message; still 
many things leaked out. Dacomb came from Mafeking 
way-then ·wild KalTirlancl- and came behind Marico 
through the bush and through the natives, and crossed 
Magaliesberg in the night from Hebron, to the west of 
Wonderboompoort, over the visible neck, between the 
first block-house of the late war (now still there) and the 
poort. He returned the same way after some days in the 
Camp and got safe through. Kaffir messengers came in 
frequently, but mostly only from their chiefs, who espoused 
the British cause and knew nothing of Natal occurrences, 
whence Colley and the relief column had to come. 

In February rumours began to obtain as to Hie fights at 
Ingogo and at Schuinshoogte, and the beleaguered camp 
first began to understand that Colley was not at Heidelberg, 
nor nearer still as we thought. Later on came the 
Amajuba thunderbolt and the cessation of hostilities, and 
later still the successive steps which led to the final act of 
retrocession in August 1881. To depict in mere words the 
consternation and the disgust of the betrayed and aban 
doned British citizens and of those who had espoused the 
British cause amongst the Africanders would be an act of 
impossibility. They cried, and cursed, and swore, and 
hooted any emblem of British sovereignty. These acts of 
disgust, chagrin, and humiliation culminated in the" Burial 
of the British Flag." This burlesque, yet with such a fund 
of actuality in it, has been so often referred to that extended 
space would be 1· eedlessly devoted to the incident here. 
Suffice it that a large crowd buried the flag in the open 
corner of Schoeman and St. Andries Streets, opposite Ulundi 
House. It is also a work of supererogation here to 
expiate upon Ute temper of the time, or to attempt to 
portray the misery and hopelessness that ensued amongst 
the ranks of the educated, mercantile, and progressive 
elements. The immediate result was a condition of 
financial stress and stagnation of all business and enter 

prise, that may fairly lay claim to have been few degrees 
worse even than that which now envelopes this hapless 
land. A palsy seemed to have stricken the community, and 
despair enervated every attempt at action. 

IT not by a plebiscite, still in answer to an expression 
of public will, the Government of the country was then 
placed in the hands of a triumvirate, consisting of Messrs. 
Paul Kri.iger, Piet Joubert, and Martinus Pretorius. This 
lasted till a presidential election could be organised, when 
Paul Kriiger was elected President, Joubert Commandant 
General, and ex-President Pretorius retired upon a 
pension to his home at Potcliefstroorn. Judge Kotze was 
re-instated as Chief Justice of the High Court, and Brand 
and Burgers appointed Puisne Judges. The Volksraad 
was reconstructed (still but one chamber then), and the 
ramifications of Republican Government brought into 
working order. It may at once be said that the Boer 
proved a most generous and magnanimous conqueror, for 
not one word of contempt, contumely, disparagement, or 
reproach was uttered anent those of British nationality, or 
those who espoused the British cause; in fact, hundreds of 
these were at once taken into the public service. 

For some years after the retrocession a period of great 
depression prevailed, and Pretoria rather receded than 
progressed. A large number of people left the place for 
other parts, and amongst them many of the old inhabitants 
who considered the "game played out." At once after 
this the Barberton goldfields made a great forward spurt, 
and an inrush took place which practically overcame all 
the sets-back and reverses of the retrocession. In this 
connection men and capitalists also came forward from 
Kimbedev and elsewhere, who took up all the latent 
schemes and enterprises of the country. All eyes and 
attention were at once, too, directed to Delagoa Bay as a 
harbour for the country, and roads and railways to that 
centre became the question of the hour. Nellmapius, 
afterwards destined to play a large and important role in 
the country, came to the front in connection with these 
enterprises, and not Jong afterwards the Netherlands Com 
pany was founded to undertake the exploitation of the 
Delagoa Bay Railway. Under this fresh impetus, and in 
consequence of the remarkable increase in revenue resultant 
from these gold discoveries and influx of population, the 
views and aspirations of the Governrnent at Pretoria 
broadened out, and successive public works were under 
taken. Amongst them, not the least was the building of 
the public offices at Pretoria, the making of roads, the 
laying of bridges, &c. 

Now also, for the first time, the suburbs of Pretoria 
began actually to be laid out, and Sunnyside began to be 
evolved from what was formerly Mears' Farm. Trevenna, 
Harmony, and a part of Muckleneuk followed, and later on 
Arcadia was founded. In the meantime, the commotion 
and trouble on the western border had developed, and 
the freebooters, Moshete, Montsoia, Mankoroane, and 
Massouw, had bulked largely in South African politics. 
Then also arose really for the first time Mr. Rhodes in 
connection with these disturbances, anc.l he intervened to 
save Bechuanaland fron Transvaal occupation. The 
Warren expedition brought the matter to a close, after 
several meetings betvveen Ge11eral Joubert and Mr. Rhodes, 
in which these two developed a mutual animosity which 
lasted till both passed away. Rhodes intervened in order 
to save the route between Cape Colony, Kimberley, 
and Matabeleland fron Boer hands, and succeeded in his 
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endeavours. This was really the initial step in the 
ultimate occupation of Matabele ancl Mashonaland by the 
forces of the Chartered Cornpany. 

For many years, then, prospecting and gold digging 
had been carried on at Blaauwbank, to the west of 
the present Krugersdorp, and also at Honingnest Krantz, 
just below the Rand, to the north of Krugersdorp, near 
Muller's Drift, on the Upper Crocodile River. During the 
War of Independence Mr. Harry Struben had also acquired 
from Lawrence Geldenhuis a large potato farmer-a farm 
just under the Rand to the east of Muller's Drift. In the 
latter eighties Messrs. Harry and Fred Struben began to 
prospect this farm exhaustively, on account of certain 
neighbouring finds and strong indications. The result was 
the finding of a peculiar quartz vein, or stringer, in the 
\Vitwatersrancl-tlie same which runs behind Orange Grove 
and now contains Sunnyside and Lord Milner's residence 
-nearly halfway between the present Krugersdorp and 

studded with these bankets,'" or oblong sweets, in 
relief. 

As far as the political evolution of the State is con 
cerned, it may be stated that after the retrocession we 
first had the Mapoch war. This lasted some eighteen montbs, 
and caused a good bit of trouble. The Mapochers occupied 
the territory where now the Mapoch Gronden" are, 
between Middelburg and Lydenburg, off to the north-west. 
The tribe was a warlike one, of mixed Zulu and Magatee 
origin, and got embroiled with the Transvaal because they 
gave refuge to Mampoer, a Magatee chief who was 
accused of having murdered Secoconi and usurped his 
place. 'Njabel, the then chief of the Mapochers, after 
long inclabas with Commandant-General Joubert and his 
Council of War--then with their commancloes under his 
mountain-refused to surrender Mampoer, and replied that 
if Joubert wanted him he must come and fetch him. Joubert 
sent the reply that he was coming, and that if Mampoer 

ZUURBERG PASS: OLD WAGON ROAD TO THE NORTH. 

Johannesburg, but on the northern slope of the range. 
This vein, or stringer, gave most surprising results, and 
these enterprising gentlemen at once drove in a tunnel in 
order to tap it lower or to locate a reef. This was the 
actual initial step to the discovery of the main reef and 
senes. The writer visited these gentlemen on the ground, 
inspected their works, and left in the neighbourhood one 
Gert du Plessis, an experienced Barberton prospector, who 
within a short time located the Robinson Mine and main 
reef. Then followed all the other discoveries, when it had 
been conclusively proved that fbanket" quartz carried 
gold. The stringer opened up by Messrs. Struben was not 
a "banket" reef. It may be of interest to the newcomer 
to understand that banket' means a peculiar sweet, of 
an oblong oval shape, and that banket" quartz, or con 
glomerate, is so called because, especially in the exposed 
outcrops, it presents the appearance of hard brown rock 

was in 'Njabel's stomach he would fetch him out. After 
an arduous struggle, the Mapochers were subjugated and 
Mampoer eventually captured. He was later on hanged 
at Pretoria in the gaol yard. 'Njabel and his whole tribe 
were removed from their territory, split up, and located in 
the 'Transvaal on the farms. 'Njabel and some twenty 
chiefs were imprisoned for various periods-the head chief 
for his natural life. All the chiefs were released in rotation 
as acts of grace, and 'Njabel just before the war was 
located upon a place to the north of Magaliesberg, near 
Derde Poort, where he and some indunas had a "stad '" or 
kraal. He died some time since, and his son is now chief, 
but the tribe remains scattered on different Boer farms. 
These chiefs and Mampoer were all tried by the 
Transvaal High Court, with Chief Justice Kotze as 
President-a Court as competent and impartial as any 
to be found. 
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The Massaouw war was short, sharp, and decisive. Still 
there fell two well-known men, Captain Schweitzer, of the 
Transvaal Artillery, and Field-cornet Renecke. The town, 
Schweitzer-Renecke, marks the locale of their exploits and 
death. 

The Malaboch and Magoeba wars mark later epochs in 
our eventful career, and the latter place was remarkable 
again for one of those Swazi exploits which are so charac 
teristic of that heroic and warlike people. Magoeba, with 
a few hundred men in a dense bush a11d kopjes, sulliccd to 
check the Transvaal commandoes for some months, and 
neither guns nor rifles could dislodge them. The place was 
tangled and nasty, and offered no opportunity for storming 
tactics by a composite Transvaal commando. But a Swazi 
impi had been enlisted for Malaboch, and corning too late 
as they bad to come from Swaziland via Lyclenburg and 
Leysdorp to Zoutpansberg arrived just in time to find the 
commandoes nonplussed before i'vfagoeba. They were 
given a l'eecl, and offered a few hundred head of cattle for 
Magoeba, dead or alive. The next morning the usual 
Swazi preliminaries took place, and then they divided 
under their chiefs and stormed the bush with shield and 
assegai, their sable plumes and garniture of pendant tails 
waving in wild disorder. Their thrilling war-cries and 
battle-song, and thunderous rattle of their shields, the im 
pet uous rush of the crouched and strong forms, wrung stirring 
echoes from the ribbed and chasmed heights to their left 
front. Then the serried tornado swept into the bush and 
was lost to view, whilst the rattle of small-arms, the yells 
and shrieks of the combatants, tile rolling din of the irre 
sistible torrent, sent long reverberations from the sonorous 
depths of the fateful woods. Within thirty minutes they 
burst into view at the other side, and, having reformed their 
regimental ranks, brought their gory trophies and laid them 
at the feet of their allies and employers. Magoeba and his 
tribe were no more! 

A collision between the forces of the Republic and those 
of Mashonaland was also averted during these stirring 
times-after the occupation by the Chartered Company 
with some trouble. Some men in Zoutpansberg held a 
concession, granted by a Banyai chief, to occupy his terri 
tory so that they could protect him against the Matabele, 
and free him and his tribe from Mata bele annual exactions. 
When the Chartered Company had occupied part of 
Mashonaland, these men made up an expedition of some 
hundreds to occupy Danyailancl. This territory is situated 
to the east of Victoria and Salisbury, from the Zimbabye 
ruins north, and cast to Melsetter. At the Limpopo Drift 
these men were stopped by an armed police force, and each 
drew up on his side of the dividing river, which is the 
extreme northern boundary of the Transvaal. Here, facing 
each other, they remained, and diplomatic intercourse was 
opened between the Transvaal and British Governments. 
After a lengthy discussion, Swaziland was, apparently, 
sacrificed, and the Transvaal bound down to its then exist 
ing boundaries in every direction. While it lasted, the 
situation was a strained and critical one, and even the 
redoubtable J. H. Hofmeyer had to be enlisted to bring his 
personal force to avert an impending catastrophe. It may 
be mentioned that since the retrocession Swaziland has 
formed a hone of contention between the British and Boer 
Governments. The Kriiger Government, intent upon 
getting to the sea, had never ceased from importunity to be 
permitted to administer Swaziland, or to occupy it. The 
British Government had always refused assent. When this 

question arose, and the titles of the Chartered Company 
were about to be assailed by capable armed men, the 
Swazis went bv the board as a sup to still the hunger. 

With the expansion of the Witwatersrand goldfields, 
the general aspect of the country and the condition of 
Pretoria underwent marvellous changes. It soon became 
apparent to the most sceptical that goldfields of un 
exampled richness and extent had been lit upon; and the 
accessibility and favourable conditions surrounding then1 
led everyone to expect that the inrush of population would 
be phenomenal. The capitalists and speculators, who came 
in battalions close upon the heels of the miners and pro 
spectors, who came .in legions, found at Pretoria a more 
congenial field for their enterprise and money than upon 
the wide and misleading veld. The passages and stoeps 
of the capital and the backstairs and the keyholes of the 
Government Offices were the ready avenues to the ears and 
presence of those personages who held the destinies of 
the Republ.ic and of the gol.clfiel.ds in the hollows of their 
hands. And the hollows of tlteir hands formed a more 
frequent and reliable feature in these endless intercourses 
than any other mental or physical attribute. The colossal 
sums or"money involved daily in repeated transactions, the 
limitless scli.ernes which wealth and enterprise submitted as 
mere trifles, sufficed to turn the head of many a one who 
might under less disconcerting conditions have remained 
decently honest. Pretoria spread out at once into a preten 
tious capital city, and the Republican Government did not 
hesitate to add to its character by expending large sums 
of money upon public bu ildings, upon streets, and upon 
various other matters in connection vvith it. The con 
cession harpies also now appeared upon the scene, and 
nothing in the shape of urban possession or privilege, 
nothing in the shape of civic right or public necessity, was 
left outside the scope of their schemes. Tile men at the 
head of affairs at Pretoria began to find that they were 
surrounded by untold riches in the shape of concessions 
which could be sold. Gangs of scheming scoundrels almost 
dwelt upon the presidential stoep to compass their fell 
purposes, and the tale of chicanery and corruption became 
as varied as it was daring and endless. Mr. Kriiger never 
hesitated, under one name or another, to give away the 
rights and privileges of Pretoria, and of the State, to his 
near relations and to his political supporters, in order to 
sell them at huge figures to their concessional harpies. The 
Dopper Church, and other churches, were even utilised as 
blinds so as to being these relatives and supporters into 
possession of the most valuable Government ground in the 
State at ridiculous figures, these being then sold by them to 
companies and groups at king's ransoms. In this manner 
near relatives of Mr. Kriiger became aspirant millionaires, 
and the public of Pretoria and of the Transvaal were robbed 
by these unprincipled schemers out of priceless possessions, 
rights, and privileges which they are now called upon to 
buy back at figures that stun the mind. 

During these years of turmoil and glamour it came 
about that the Artillery Force was amplified and increased, 
and their camp made into an up-to-elate barracks. Led by 
the temerity of possession, the officers had ground enclosed 
from the Johannesburg road, opposite the Volks Hospital, 
away to Quagga Poort, then up the hill, and along the 
ridge of the hill back to the brick field in the poort, and 
thus clown to the starting point. The populace of Pre 
toria at once protested against this as an unwarrantable 
encroachment upon town lands without their sanction. 
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A great pother ensued, ancl when the Second Raad was 
appealed to by the members of Pretoria, that body ordered 
the Commandant-General. to have the fences broken down 
again, to enclose a small piece absolutely necessary for 
their use, and in no 'way to interfere with the rights of 
the town. 

During these concession grants it also happened that the 
then Landdrost of Pretoria took it upon himself to grant 
a contract to a certain firm to execute sanitary works, 
and in their concession be granted them a deposit site, or 
dumping ground, in the middle of the town lands. He 
cunningly used the plea that this grant enabled him to get 
the service cheaper, and 
also that it was all for 
the benefit of the com 
munity. This firm pro 
ceeded to enclose this 
clumping ground - the 
present sanitary far 
above Skinner's Court. 
The community arose 
in their might, and by 
pressure coerced Mr. 
Landdrost and his pro 
t6gs to break down the 
fence and give an un 
hindered right of way 
for cattle, &c., through 
the centre of it, so as tu 
reach the grazing on the 
other side. This ex 
Landdrost and tile mem 
bers of this firm are now 
resident in Pretoria. 

The burgher erven at 
Pretoria, and attached 
to all the other towns 
in the Transvaal, are 
the outcome of one or 
Mr. Kri.iger's land-grab 
bing dodges. In the 
early clays each man 
coming into the country 
with the intention to 
reside permanently regis 
tered himself as such 
with the Landdrost, or 
Field-cornet, of the dis 
trict where he so settled. 
In twenty-four hours he 
became a burgher, liable 
to commando service, 
but he also became entitled to a farm in the unsurveyed 
grounds, of which there were large tracts. For this farm 
he first got an uittreksel," actually a note from his 
officer certifying his right. 

Land commissions were then sent out in different 
directions at various times to inspect open ground, and 
to mark off farms by inspection. These farms were 
ridden off at a walk on horseback, their beacons 
indicated and put up, their extent guessed at, and a 
diagram rnacle of their actual locale, &c. Any holder 
of an "uittrekseJ." could register such with any such 
commission, and a farm would then be inspected for him 
and placed to his name. These were called ·burgher 

right" farms, because you got one as a right when you 
assumed the responsibilities of a burgher. This law was 
abrogated in the later sixties; but thousands of these 
uittreksels were extant without any farms having been 
allocated to them. There was a great trade in these 
burgher rights, and many speculators bougl1t them up 
eagerly, even before farms had been inspected. After the 
seventies these inspections began to drag, and gradually a 
clamour arose as to these rights. This became more and 
more insistent till Mr. Kriiger was in power in the eighties, 
when ground bad assumed a much larger value. The 
Government had thousands of farms and large tracts of 

wild land, but Mr. 
Kriiger was too land 
hungry to sacrifice these 
in order to pay a public 
obligation. Besides, the 
real Boer bad actually 
got his farm at the first, 
or he had sol.cl h.is right, 
an cl speculators an cl non 
resident companies now 
largely held these uit 
treksels." Mr. Kriiger 
had also experienced 
the surprising values of 
some land, and its poten 
tialities in concessions 
to near relatives and 
favourites. After deep 
thought then and end 
less scheming, he devised 
the plan to have erven 
surveyed attached to 
each township and to 
compensate each holder 
of a title to a burgher 
right farm with an erf in 
his district, thence called 
burgher· ri gl 1t erven. l.'vfr. 
Kriiger and his col 
leagues thus evaded the 
payment of a large 
State debt by robbing 
the towns of parts of 
their communal lands. 
He was enabled to pass 
this in the Raad because 
lie urged that specu 
la tors mainly held these 
"rights" and nut Boers, 
and lie was permitted 

to seize town lancls because he and Mr. Leyds devised a 
plan by which "Stael's gronclen" (town lands) were altered 
in the printed law into "Staat's gronclen" (State lands). 
Never the less, the town communities strenuously resisted the 
robbery and imposition, but by a complacent Court (not 
Chief Justice Kotze) a judgment was given in favour of the 
Government. 

The town people still insisted upon their rights, and 
a deputation called upon Mr. Kriiger upon his presi 
dential stoep, where all big questions were arranged. 
He blustered and spluttered and fumed as usual, but ulti 
mately told the deputation that the Government ,,vould buy 
Groenkloof (The Fountains) and add that whole farm to 

HOWICK FALLS, NATAL. 
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the town lands in payment for the filched burgher erven. 
This was done, and peace reigned. In this way Pretoria 
was extended from the Cemetery to Skinner's Court and 
from the Pietersburg Pretoria Station to the Saka Berna 
Mills at Daspoort. 

When the goldfi.elds came into actual swing it can 
easily be imagined that a great clatter arose for immediate 
railway connectwn. The Hollander Concession Company 
were building the Delagoa Bay line, but it was creeping 
along at a very slow pace. Natal and the Cape made every 
effort to be permitted to extend their lines, but Mr. Kriiger 
kept playing one off against the other till the N.Z.A.S.M. 
actually had crept into Pretoria. When this had become 
an established fact, and it was found that such a "one 
horse" contrivance as it then was could in no wav contend 
with the traffic and the requirements here inland, the Cape 
Government secured permission to extend their line to 
Viljoen's Drift. This line was then rushed up at the rate 
of some miles per day across the level Free State to Viljoen's 
Drift, and thence the goods were carried by mule train to 
Johannesburg. Eventually the connection was made, and 
Natal was also permitted to come in and connect its line 
near Elandsfontein. 

Political matters had also been placed in as great a mael 
strom by the opening up of the Witwatersrand goldfields 
as industrial, commercial, and mining. Pretoria was the 
happy centre for all the intrigues, all the wordy battles, 
plots and counterplots, and endless turmoil and clamour of 
greed and "capital." Whilst lustily expanding under the 
impetus of this virile vitality, it formed the scene from clay 
to clay of one continuous round of enterprise and endeavour 
and of one continuous struggle of the one to hold and 
to secure his hold, and of the other to ensure a footing and 
to assert his presence and power. Pretoria itself became 
the subject of one long concatenation of concessions, 
granted by Mr. Kriiger to his near relatives and supporters 
to sell to groups at large fortunes. Thus we were soon 
placed under a sanitary contract, with all the characteristics 
of a concession, also a lighting concession, a tramwav 
concession, a water concession, a brick and tile concession, 
a railway concession, a cement concession, a drink conces 
sion, a dynamite concession, a powder concession, a leather 
concession, an oil concession, a paper concession, a market 
concession, and other concessions too numerous to remem 
ber. In Swaziland this concession craze of Mr. Kruger 
attained its apotheosis of the ridiculous by a "Concession 
of all Concessions," by which an inclivicluai aimed to secure 
from the Government the right to farm all the concessions 
then already granted, and which comprised every con 
ceivable and inconceivable subject under the sun. 

The political incidents which marked these later vears 
were in the first place the creation of a dual Volksraad, the 
Second Raad, subject to the veto of the First, supposed to 
represent the mining and alien interests. By this astute 
method Mr. Kriiger thought to give the aliens and mining 
communities a semblance of representation which would 
serve to blind and satisfy them. 

In rail.way connection there arose the incident of the 
"drifts," ,vlrich came dangerously near ending in war 
between Great Britain and the Transvaal. By closing 
Viljocn's Drift as a port of entry Mr. Kriiger aimed to 
force the hands of the British (Government when the Cape 
line was at that locale. At the same time preferential 
rates over the Delagoa Bay line were offered to goods 
per bottoms direct from Europe to that port, which did 

not touch at other South African ports. Here Mr. Leyds 
thought the German east coast line, with German and 
Dutch goods, could score a great victory, and a French line 
would follow suit from Marseilles. 

There also arose during the Malaboch war the incident 
of the commandeering of British subjects who refused to do 
commando service for the Transvaal, and who claimed 
under the British treaties the status of the "most favoured 
nation clause." This means that British subjects should 
enjoy equal rights and privileges to that of the subjects of 
the nation most favoured in any treaty with the Transvaal. 
As Portuguese subjects were exempt by treaty from com 
mando service, or commando contributions in money or 
goods, the commandeered British subjects refused to go, 
and were thus apprehended and sent forward under escort. 
This led to very sharp diplomatic interchanges, and the 
war barometer between Briton and Boer went down by the 
run. The matter was ultimately settled by a visit of the 
Governor of the Cape and by mutual flap-doodlings" of 
the conventional kind. 

Mr. Paul Kriiger's visit to Johannesburg once during 
these troublous times led to unpleasant consequences, and 
some kind of outbreak was narrowly averted. The Trans 
vaal flag was torn down at his arrival, and boohs'' and 
hoots given forth by the crowd. He came away in a 
towering passion, and refused to meet the "Uitlanders" 
again. He was n10llified by intercessionaries, and the 
incident closed after a time. 

The unrest in Johannesburg and the agitation for 
adequate representation culminated in 1895, in December, 
in the luckless and preposterous Jameson Raid. The great 
minds who conceived and worked out this tragic farce 
committed the same errors as were committed in 1880-'81, 
and were committed over and over again in 1889-'90-'g1 
'92. They vastly over-estimated their own powers and 
resources, and vastly under-estimated those of their oppo 
nents. This led in 1895 to a catastrophe sharp, sudden, 
and decisive, and this preposterous and serio-comic farce 
gave Mr. Kruger and his eager advisers the justification 
for extravagant departures in armaments and war prepara 
tions that led directly to the late disastrous war and the 
undoing of the Transvaal Republic. The salient features 
of this raid are such recent history that all are acquainted 
with them : the bearing that the occurrence had upon the 
subsequent Great Boer War has been so often pointed out 
that reference to it would be superfluous here. 

Such local incidents as the recurrence quinquennially 
of the Presidential Election, with the small excitement 
that it here gave rise to, have no real bearing upon 
Pretoria and its growth, nor did the endless series of 
disturbances in church matters, between two sections of 
the Dutch Reformed Church, have more than a purely 
local bearing with a strong leaning to the political. 

In the nineties the Government, spurred on by those 
interested in contracts and public works, entered upon the 
extension of local public buildings and institutions, and 
ground was acquired and buildings built which would 
have sufficed for ages to come. The Artillery Barracks 
were extended into a township in size, the Palace of 
Justice was built, earlier the Yolks Hospital was largely 
augmented, the Lunatic Asylum and residences were 
completed, the Leper Hospital was completed just at the 
commencement of the war; the new Government Buildings 
near the old Fountain Hotel were built, and almost 
completed ; the Museum and Zoological Gardens were 

L 17o I 



PRETORIA. 

well forward; the large Printing Works were in full 
swing; and a number of other minor requirements had 
been developed and provided for. The Resident Magis 
trate's Court and Police Offices, as well as the Post and 
Telegraph Offices, had been built in the later eighties. 

The suburbs of Pretoria commenced with Trevenna 
m the eighties, then by private enterprise Sunnyside, 
Arcadia, and Muckleneuk were developed and occupied. 
Such additions as Riviera and Villiera were also com 
passed before the war, as was Hermanstad beyond Das 
poort. The later additions of Mayville, Parktown, Pretoria 
North, Brooklyn, Mountain View, Gezina, Rietfontein, and 
Wonder boom Onder are all within our ken, and mostly 
arose after the war. 

\;\Thatever else may be laid to the account of the Boer 
Government, it cannot be said that they did not pay 
adequate attention to education. Whether their object 
may have been unattainable, or their rnethods wrong, may 
be open to question, but they never hesitated to devote 
funds and care and legislation to that object. Since 
early clays schools and schoolmasters were the special 
care of the Government. After the retrocession a system 
of schools was organised and gradually amplified and 
extended until its ramifications encompassed the whole 
State. The educational system may not have been up 
to European standard, nor may its curriculum and cult 
coincide with British ideas, but it was thorough and 
good, and as far as elementary and practical results argue 
the value of the system, it was equal, if not superior, to 
any in the Cape Colony. In Pretoria itself a number 
of schools were built and equipped, and the educational 
staff was large and ample. The Hollanders tried to 
force themselves into this branch to the exclusion of all 
others, but, though largely, they were not altogether 
successful. In Pretoria were founded the present Boys' 
High School, the "Model" School, the Girls' High School, 
the 'Oost Eind " School, the "Te Huis," the Gymnasium, 
the West End School, the Mining School, and some others, 
and in all the buildings and sites quite near half a million 
of money was expended. It was the intention of the 
Boer Government to found and equip a complete School 
of Mines, and a mineralogical and geological system of 
higher education. Their grants and bursaries were most 
liberal, and to a large extent left to the handling and 
discretion of the professors. 

Since very old clays the churches established at 
Pretoria comprised the Dutch Reformed, the Hervormde 
or Dopper Church, the English Church, the Wesleyan, 
and the Roman Catholic Church. There were also since 
early times a few missionaries in and about Pretoria, and 
the Schoolplaats was founded in 1868 by the Berlin 
Mission Society, the ground having been bought by that 
society, and the natives allowed to "squat" as occupants 
and Christian converts. "Marabastad" and the Indian 
location, or Tintow11, are additions elating from late in 
the nineties, and these are on the town lands. The 
English Church was fast conducted in a small reed 
thatched building in Ch.urch Street West, directly opposite 
the lower goods shed of Messrs. Poynton Brothers, on the 
left hand above Lombardy House. This was called 
St. Alban's, and was a small building with a little porch 
and a small consistory. It then stood isolated in a sea 
of grass, the narrow walks having been cut to it. The 
grass throughout Pretoria was then two and three feet 
high. A long series of bishops and ministers officiated 1n 

this little place, both as residents and as visitors, and some 
noted names are amongst the list. We had also divisions 
in the Cemetery since early clays, the original divisions 
having been three. These were the Dutch Reformed 
and the Hervormde in one, the English Episcopalian 
and Wesleyan in a second, and the Roman Catholic 
in a third. In the open behind these was one for coloured 
people, and still further away for victims of the law. The 
Jewish Cemetery was only started in the late eio·hties and 
their Synagogue only really founded late in the pieties. 
They had, however, places of worship before that. 

A place of note in connection with Pretoria in the 
old days was Reception Hill. This is the top of the 
rise, past the camp and Hospital out by the poort up 
through the whole brickfield till just this side of the 
present Cantonments. There were no railroads then, 
and all men came to Pretoria by road, and upon the 
brow of this hill the roads from Natal, the Free State, 
and Kimberley met. All our important visitors were then 
received upon this rise by cavalcades and corteges from 
the town, and all our important departing guests were 
escorted to that place and bade farewell. These recep 
tions in old time were of much more frequent occurrence 
than one would be led to think, and our visitors were 
as varied as they were of nationality and degrees of 
importance. In a country like ours, then struggling to 
come into notice and to be taken up by the onward 
march of the world, it was our aim to receive such 
visitors with circumstance and hospitality, and to pre 
dispose them, as far as in our power, to accept the fact 
that the Transvaal was quite up to its repute. Amongst 
the notables of the sixties and seventies were mostly 
Portuguese Governors and representatives, British Colonial 
Governors and high officers, Presidents, &c., &c., and 
these were all freely accorded receptions, balls, dinners, 
and picnics. 

As sights we had very little to offer, for, besides the 
few spots of natural beauty within reach of Pretoria, we 
only had "The Fountains," which, as a perennial stream 
from a fountain, and its pleasant environment, are hard to 
beat. Then we bad the Wonderboom," we bad the 
Fountain Caves, the Wolf Holes, and the Pretoria Saltpan, 
20 miles away. The underground passages of the Wolf 
Holes have never been explored to any finality, nor has the 
underground river been traced to any exit. The Saltpan 
is one of the most peculiar sights in the country, and the 
amphitheatre of little hills (from the outside), the dense 
bush-clad slopes, the sharp declivities to the inside circular 
basin, 5o0 feet below, with the vivid green of the trees 
to the edge of the dazzlingly white salt deposits at the 
bottom of that basin, are peculiarities and attractive 
extravagances sufficiently novel and surprising to repay 
any visitor. 

\Vhen Potchefstroom was the capital of the then 
Transvaal Republic, it boasted the publication of a small 
newspaper and kind of Government Gazette. In the 
early sixties a paper was published at Pretoria in Dutch 
as a kind of weekly newspaper and Government Gazette. 
This paper was printed by a Mr. C. Moll, in a house 
exactly where now Phillips' apothecary shop is in Church 
Street East. This was then the only bu ilding in that 
quarter. At this office, .later on, were also printed the 
greenbacks, or hakskeen-pleisters, which resulted in a 
criminal prosecution of some of the men concerned, and 
in their imprisonment for a term of years. On the 8th of 
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May 1866, the first number of the Transvaal Argus" was 
printed at Potchefstroom fot· the proprietors by Mr. J. P. 
Borruis. Mr. Fred Jeppe, who later c,n compiled and 
issued the most complete Transvaal maps, was the editor, 
and later on Dr. Rutherfoord a most pungent and able 
writer-took that post foe years, and also Mr. J. H. Roselt. 
At Pretoria was then started the Volksstem," and 

this paper was run alone till the" Transvaal Argus " was 
brought across and started here by Mr. Deccker. At the 
British occupation in 1876 the editor of the 'Volksstem," 
Mr. Jar Celliers, continued his paper as a purely 
Afrikander paper. The Argus" ran contemporaneously 
till the War of Independence. The "V olksstem " was 
then stopped, and Messrs. Deecker and Du Val issued the 
"News of the Camp" durino- the siecre. After the retro- 

· > cession the "Volksstem" reappeared in magnified pro- 
portions, and prospered largely, as its editor had been 
handled rather roughly during the war bv the British 
authorities. In a very short while the °Transvaal Adver 
tiser " was issued by Mr. John Keith, the present proprietor. 
l his paper at once took up the stand of absolute inde 
pendence, of defending the right of exposing corruption 
]': : ' 'o' 'o 

and iniquity, of upholding personal liberty and privilege, 
and of advocating clean government, solid progress, and 
careful expansion. As any such line of policy brought 
it into. continual conflict witl the Kriiger Government, 
and as its allusions and references to the British Imperial 
Government and British interests in South Africa, and 
British administration in a clean and upright manner, 
earned 1 t the name of the ".Jingo" and of the "Imperia 
listic" paper, it may be said to have supported ]..\ritislt 
Interests north of the Orange River and progressive and 

Uitlander" ideas since the day of its birth till to-clay. 
The "Transvaal \rgus" was revived later on by 
Mr. Cornforth and others as the Transvaal Times," and 
ultimately incorporated in this paper, as it now is, under 
the later title. Shortly after the "Transvaal Advertiser" 
was started, Mr. John Scoble, known to all his friends and 
acquaintances as Dr. Scoble, assumed the editorial chair, 
and Mr. John J(eith and he ran the paper through every 
vicissitude of fortune till a little while ago. It is foreign 
to the scope of this article to enter here into details anent 
the journalistic experiences of these pioneers of progress 
and British interests north oJ the Vaal but all interested 
may rest assured that the steep, up-hill fight of twenty 
years required iron determination and a sacrifice of self 

that cannot be realised by those who only entered now 
into the Transvaal. But the fighit has been fought, and 
though the knapsacks lie empty on the shelf, their souls 
go marching along" in the continuance of their work. 
Both. Mr. Keith and Dr. Scoble are here in Pretoria-old 
and worn war-horses of a day and a time which the 
newcomer little wuts of. 1\ge :1ncl ill-health have in both 
cases compelled then to relinquish their tasks at this hour, 
yet their worthy and sturdy careers lie as an undying 
honour bel1incl tiiem, pure and honourable. 

The origin of Pretoria and its rise and progress have 
been pointed out in this article, and its career has been 
followed in a discursive though abbreviated way, still so 
as to give all who have recently come a little insight 
into its history. It has not been the intention to make this 
article either absolutely correct in point of chronological 
order, nor to fill out all the social and political incidents 
of its past. Such a task would occupy a few volumes, for 
sleepy as Pretoria looks and is, there are few places in 
the universe which have been the locale of more varied 
experiences or more dramatic and thrilling incidents, 
or of rnore ups and downs as the pendulum of good or 
bad fortune swung hither en thither. It was at first the 
intention to pad this cursorv recital by giving here and 
there some of the more lurid and interesting local scenes 
and occurrences in aU tl1cir naked intenseness, and to fill 
in some tit-bits of rough pioneer life from the dim and 
distant past, but the limits of space will not admit 
of these interesting excursions. The Pretoria resident 
may, however, rest assured that the soil which he treads 
and the wide scope of hill and dale which encompasses him 
are loaded with dramatic, with historic and adventurous 
incidents sufficient to fill volumes upon volumes. They 
are of a character which can vie in deep pathos, in 
single-minded patriotisrn, in sheer pluck, in adventurous 
daring, and in manly and capable deeds with any the 
wide world over. And in this same dustbin of the past 
are hidden the deeds and acts of the mothers of a people 
which would illuminate the history of any race of heroes. 
The Boer and Briton of to-clay, whose forebears are the 
honoured dead in the "God's Acres" which stud the 
silent marches of the illimitable veld and bush of the 
Transvaal, need never hesitate to hold their heads high 
amongst the sons of the earth-be they who they may 
or to refer with pride and deep respect to the worthy 
and sacred dust from which they have sprung. 
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