
 

Composer’s Note on ‘Seeing Stars’   

Nocturne for Orchestra -with Nightride and Hard Landing 

In the weeks leading up to Christmas 2015 I made several visits to the centre of 

Prague, where I had been living for some time. The nocturnal scene was one of 

a myriad lights. This resulted in a story line occurring to me which ran 

something like this: 

 ‘It’s winter and an insomniac keeps looking out of his window at the stars in 

the night sky. Suddenly he’s whisked away by some mysterious force and is 

taken for roller coaster rides over a brilliantly lit city, before being dumped 

unceremoniously in a deserted side street, having ‘seen stars’. In a state of 

bewilderment he stumbles home....’ 

 ‘Seeing Stars’ grew out of this frivolous imagining and -hopefully- has fulfilled 

a wish I have long had, namely to write a concert piece that would ‘entertain, 

amuse and move’. After a vaguely sinister opening, the music gathers 

momentum. There are a number of night rides over the city -and more than 

one hard landing. Towards the end of the piece the protagonist’s anguish at 

being dumped in a dark street sees the work’s main idea transformed into a 

mock lament for violins and trumpet. Things, however, end happily. The 

insomniac arrives safely back home and soon drifts into contented, snore-filled 

sleep. 

As I wrote this piece a memory of a nocturnal work by composer Steve 

Martland (1954-2013) kept coming to mind. In 2013 I was lucky enough to 

attend a performance of his ensemble piece ‘Reveille’ during the Northwest 

Festival in Manchester. I was very struck by the piece, and echoes from that 

performance never ceased to haunt me as I worked on ‘Seeing Stars’. 

‘Seeing Stars’ is scored for a normal-sized orchestra and includes solo parts for 

a high D trumpet. 

Duration: about 12 minutes 
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