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UB40 is the name of one of
Britain’s top reggae groups.
UB40 stands for Unemploy-

ment Benefit Form Number
40. People who are wrthout -

UB40|n

pbeat ta!ked toU B4jO

_abouttheir music and their

mbabwe in'Ma'

because they're
_blacks, brought up
‘ musrc or whatever

, ,b'uhf"ch of guys in the front

row were shouting, ‘We wan:

'J!m' Ive heard plentyofrock' - some reggae!’ It was reggae

bands that can't play reggae ~ Playing. They weren’t even

' _ aware of it because it didn’t
~sound like 3rd World or Bob
Marley.

UBAO0 say that they don't

~ regard themselves as

an’t p!ay reggae
ve their lives.
here are show bands

laying in the hotels andf,' '

ey play:American soul

 Robin: Yes, we play regg
There’ safalse behefthatyou
i

,mqsic: Commodores-type

tuff, with an occasional

eggae number thrown in.

Jim: It's called jam jar

ggae because it goes jam

(Laughter)
n;:Jdim; Ali; Jar.
All three insisted that
eggae has changed .

ormously in the last two
years, and complained that

the new Jamaican reggae is

,, eeidom,'played on the radio

in Britain, much less in Africa.
- They mentioned groups
ke Roots Radix band,
cientist, Captain Sinbad

, g'ancl Gregory Isaacs, who
__ probably sell more records

than even Bob Marley in
many places, but haven't
been heard of in Britain.
Ali: The only Jamaican
reggae that's available here
is stuff like 3rd World and
Marley of course. But 3rd

World are nothing to do with

reggae any more — they re

=_playing disco for the
__American market. -
_ Robin: It's interesting that
~ before we came on stage in
~ Harare, we were playing
~_ Some new reggae records ,
overthe sound system, anda ,

musicians, and that it's a

_ Ali Campbell, Jim Brown and Rob

reading Upbeat.




myth that you have to be
spec;aﬂy talented to play
music. ,

Jim: We make a blg pomt

about it- we don’'t playto
musicians because we'd getr -

shown up if we did!

~ Jim: Yes, people are
- encouraged to think you eu -
_got to dedicate your life,

(Laughter)

hsten to or dance to o

‘whatever.

 believe tﬁey re an elite, that
. they were born with a glft

But nobody’s born with a gift.

Nobody's better than

“anybody else at birth.

eighteen hours a day, to

~ playing a musical instrument. '
Thenin 12, 13, maybe 20

,Robin 'mnotinto p!aying to' .
musicians anyway because

I'm not into the musicians’

trip: “Look how quickly my

fingers ‘mover” that sort Of‘

__years you mlght be half

thing.

Ali: Bas;calty, we want to

good! We’'re saying that's
nonsense. | meanyoucando
it after six months, because

~ Robin: Compared to John ,
Williams or Eric ClaptonI’'ma
_useless guitarist, technically
 hopeless. But that doesn’t
~ make the music bad The
_music’s good, the

combination of inputs. It's

wedd
~ Robin: None of us could play
~ We just picked up an

play music to people who
just enjoy music for its own

sake, not according to how
clever it is, or how difficult to
play. Justbecauseit'sniceto

__instrument and started. Six
~_months later we were doing
. gigs.

~ Now 'lf We can do it,

?'Tanybody can do it. All you
_havetodoiswanttodoit. It's
~ only like learning to type a

letter. All you do is put your

fingers there and do that. If

you wanttodo it it's easy. It's

~ when you don’t want to do it

_it's horrible.

- Jim: And the dlsgustmg

thing is that musicians
actually believe it as well,

they’ re encouraged to

‘the end result that counts.
~ Ali: We know our end result,

we knew it before we even

~ started a band. But because

we're more experienced now

than when we started three 1
years ago, we're able to do -

what we want to do easaer
and qutcker -

Jim: Perhaps the audiences
here were a bit put off by the

factthat we don'tbehave like

stars, we don’t dress up to '

think they expect a bit ©
glitter. .
Upbeat: | thmk
lot of glitter. People were
dumb-struck by your hght,
show, and also your actis
note-perfect, just ilike the
records! -
Robin: That's what

do, to make our liv
performance as close to tt
record as possible. Very
often we don’t put stuff

on record if we don't thir
we'll be able to reproduce 1
live. Which | think is very

important because whether
you like it or not, people have
come to hear the recordthey

bought. If you can get as

close tothatas possible then, '
you're wmmng And that's

why we’re a very successfu! :
live band, | believe.

; Above and left the whole band. Below Astro, Brian

d Earl Fal




