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By Denver Donlan

KING WILLIAM'S TOWN
Any pttempts to “kid-
nap" Huherta the wander-
ing hippo from her resting
pluu: at the  Amathole
Museum here would be
repulsed, director Licyd
Wingate said yestarday.
Hc was reacung to week-
end newspaper

from St Lucia.” said Errurd
Sullivan, chainan of the

Richard’s Ray Tnurism
Association.
This is not the first

attempt to lay claim to
Huberta. In 1931, prior to
her death, the Bloem-
fontein Zao obtained a per-
mit to trap hey i the

Kaffrariann Museum — the
rmuseum changed fes name
to Amathole Musenm on
January 25, 1999 — Cap-
tain Guy Shortndge. mnk
a taxi to Keiskammahoek
as the museum had no
transport to oversee the
skinning provess.
“Subseyuent W this, the
Kaffrarian Muse-

reports stating that
three South Afri-
can towns are
locked in a heavy-
weight fight aver
the stuffed re-
muins of the
world's most cele-
brated hippopota-
mus, Flubera.
Wingate denied
that the Armathole
Museum was
sembroiled in the
disputc: “Huberta
belongs herz, No
- questiony. So why
- fight for eome
thing that is nght-
fully ours.™
According to 4

Mpeeum d!raotor Lloyd Win
atands aiongside Amath
Musesum’s most prized crea‘ture‘
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um sent the skin (o
lLondon ‘to be
maounted and all
these cosls were
borne by the muse-
um,” Wingate sad.

Now, almost 68
years later, two
other tourist organ-
isations in KwaZu-
lu-Natal are laying
claim to her,

“The’ Amathole-
Museum is in pos-
session of Huberta
and having paid
for her mounting
n]uug wilh uthes
cXpcnscs incurred,
she i1s considered
muséum proper-
ty,” Wingate said.

the reparts, resi- =
dents of St Lucia

in ‘KwaZulu-Natal have
threatened to kidnap the
mounted specimen.

“We are going to do our
ulinost 1o buing Huberts
- back to her grassland roots
tin Zululand, even if we
“have to uge force to get
into the Amathole Muse-
um and steal her,” the
chairman of the Hlanga-
nani Tourism Association
was quoted a8 saying.

Richards Bay hus also
entered the fray: “They
cannot prove she ecame

Nahoon River. The attempt
tailed. Atter Huberta's
death the 200 attemnptad to
claim ownership by using
the perit. It wo failed.

Wingate said  other
museums from Natal also
“tried to poach” Huberta,
but to no avail.

Huberta’s life come to an
end in 2 hail of bullets in
the Keiskamma River on
Aprit L5, 1931 ana her
CAICHNS Wi subscqucutly
found floating in the river.

The then director of the

Wingats stated
cmphatically that
Huberta belonged hare
and “"here she will stay”.

“Huberta is a big draw-
card .., and last year alone
an estimated 30 000 peo-
ple passed through the
doors to catch a glimpse of
her

Having spent 68 years
at the Amathole Museum
where she is suitably
enshrined ... we will have
no choiee but to call 1n the
police Lo deal with anyonc
who tries to remove har,”
Wingate said.




