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Thla ls & wendarful country, A tus-

A8 over a stuffed hippopotamus maerited
mors coveragm Ln the n;wspapers this
weok than the arrival of the Queen of
Zrgland. Ncthing wrong with that: I ig
our hippo, after all, end she ia not our
qiisen,

The hippo Sauer is referring io ls the
famous Huberta whe has raslded,
stufled, In @ moseum In King Willlam's
Town ever since being shot (o alaces by a
frmer at the end of her epic Journsy
down the. cast cogst 58 yaxrs ago. Two
tourism gesoclations in KwaZulo Natal
have now lald claim to the tellc, and one
hae evon threatenad {o break Inta the
Amdthole Museum and steal Hiberta to
{ake hor bazk whero she came trom,

Tho dlspiito was the subject of long

——

artlcles In weehand and dally newspa-
pere in The Lasl Outpoat this wepk, By
contrast, tha arrwval of Queen Ellzabsth
wAas & low-key affair One datly tn Durban
carrled only a gmall report about dirg
warnings of protest action by Jaap
Marals, leader of the Haretigta Nasionals
Party. The report surprised Sauer, not so
much becauss of Marals' antagonism
towards the Queen, but becaupe Sauer
dldn't know the HNP stlll axisted.
Marals {a up agalnst It, but his eremy
s from within: the only major Cape
Town dally to carry a picture of the
Qusen on 1ts front page yestorday was
the formsr Naticna) Party mouthplece
e Burger. A far cry Irom the 1847, when
the Qusen, then sl oniy 4 princess, first
¥lsltad South Africa. Another NP mcuth.
vloce, Die Transvaler, then edited by one
£ F Verwoertd, greeted the roya) fairly's
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WheﬁmHﬁbena upstaged the Queen

But ﬂﬁhgs have changed since the report on ‘a certain family Windsor"

arrival in Pretoria with a short report on
an inalde page: "A certaln family Wind-
2ar from England cuused a commotlon in
the streets of Pretorie today..”

Lmtaning (o what is betng sald
pbout the moedla in Parllament {hose
days, ons would talnk the answor to
crime in South Africa ks aimiply to Jouk up
all journallsts. New police chle! Juckis
Selsbi, in &n otherwlas impresalve hrlel:
lng to the Safety and Securlty Porifoilo
Committes, had a go this weesz, blaming
e media for “glorlying” criminale and
“sensationalising” crime, Roading crime
atorles In newspapers was 1k “reading
4 movie script's Selubt suid, He went on
1o 88y ho 1eflined to bollove Lho portrayala
-in the media - of Johannesturg ug the
world capiial of crime.

"No ane can tell me there 18 more
crime in Johanwestnrg than bn Moscow.

No une can tell ms thars ta morecrims In .

Johannesburg than in Colania, or n
e0ma of thase African capitala,®

Sauer had not boon narth of the
<uskal for @ while now, but :f $here is
moru-crime Ln one of “those African cap
Lials” than In Johannssburg, ‘hings must
To very had Indeed.

Anather commities, with the gargan-
tuan ttle of Jolnt Monltor ing Cooumlites
an the Improvement of the Quelity of
Life and Status of Women (thate, that
takes cars of about 60 of tha B0 or 8o
words required for thia colwnn), alinos:
Inakes a ritual out of blaming the coun
try's .18 on the media. This, readars wilt
rxmember, 18 the commlitac which
wanled [o "tnvide” Judge John Foxcroft
te oxplain his seven-yoar sen-enco of &

man wko had raped his daughter, thor
laahod mut at the media for report 1g thle
whan it realieed it did net have the can
altutionel power to do so.

A raport sudmittad to the com
wlites by the Cender Cammlssicn thie
waok blamed the medla for contrluting,
¢ gender violence by “scnsations’lsing’
acd "trivialtsing” - take your ek -
vlolence sgainat woman, and by “seceo-
trpieg” women, The same report then
turrm on the private sector as » rhole.
autlgating tt for nol doing enoagh I
acddroas orimes aguinst women.

“Hundreds of women work (n (e
soitor” tho report states. Hundreds:
Waets ate all thouws other milliws ol
women? In the kltchen? Talk about
atureoty ping ...
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