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Singer-songwriter Colin Shamley has 1long been regarded as the
thinking man’s songwriter on the campuses and club circuit
througheut @ SA 'as \well as ‘parks @ of - the USA! Colin’s early
beginnings as an entertainer were forged in the tough late-night
environs @ of the ecoffee 'bar circuit where his dnterest in both
music -and poetry came together. Finding that the songs of the
time didn’t reflect what he was feeling, he began to write his
own songs and worked regularly six nights a week alongside the
name acts of the time - Des and Dawn, Ian and Ritchie, Mel and
Mel, Dave Marks and Mike Dickman. Using Johannesburg as a base,
he played in all the major cities at major folk fests and Free
Peoples Concerts.

An introduction to film producer Emil Nofal led to Colin writing
the theme music for the controversial film ’Katrina’and shortly
afterwards Cornelia Moéller wused six of Colin’s songs on one of
her albums. International names like the Everly Brothers, The
New Christy Minstrels and +the late Phil Ochs invited Colin to
JjJoin them in the United States, but Colin the songwriter was
fast becoming Colin the performer and was one of the few who
could tour South Africa on the strength of his reputation, and
with only word of mouth advertising and without the support of
radio and television exposure. ;

Part of Colin Shamley’s unique appeal 1is his use of diverse
characters in his songs. His world of kleptomaniacs,
homosexuals and dreamers was frowned upon by the Establishment
bugi’ gave to . Colinls  sengs a theatricality that 'led toc him

becoming involved. in various theatrical productions in
Johannesburg with Barney Simon and also in Cape Town with the
famous Space Theatre. His interest in the American recording

industry prompted him to go to the US where he performed at some
of the internationally known clubs in New York and its environs,
New Jersey and Stockbridge, Mass., but it became clear to him
during that time that what he had to sing about was meant for
South Africa. On returning to SA Colin formed a group called
Boot which was highly successful and with the aid of David Marks
and private Dbacking, put together an album featuring a cross
section of @ ‘hisisongs. < The album 'Born Guiltyl did not receive
the airplay it needed, but nonetheless has become a collector’s
item.

Colin also took part in the Des and Dawn production ’Lennon’ and
more recently has made highly successful appearances at open-air
concerts and folk fests in Port Elizabeth and Cape Town. |A born
story @ teller, Colin is writing Preat sengs iand is a vi#lal voice
commenting on South Africa today who will keep you hanging on
his every word
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and we're adding new rooms all the time.
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Address all enqlrles to: 22 Robarts Road, Berea, Durban, 4001. RSA
P.0.Box 11460, Johannesburg. 2000. RSA
Telephone: (031) 309-1626
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