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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sir,~1 am exclosing herewith,
for publication, a copy of a letter

which I handed in at last night's

meeting of the E.L. Coloured Vigil-
ance Associatl

11a Fncl’hry Road,
East London.

Dear Madam,—I wish to tender!
my resignation from the East
Londen Coloured Vigilance Asso-
ciation for the following reasons:

(1) 1 became a member of the
Association with the hope that its
rogramme would work it the in-
terests of the Non-Furopean op-
on a principled basis. For
the iod of my membership |
consiler the stand  taken, with
regard 1o membership, the Group
Areas Act and the Tranchise was
mdeed one for “immediate self-
preservation” and not for the ult-
mate attamment of full democratic
righss for all.

(2) The Assocuation—of at least
six months” standing—has 1o date
not provided me, a member, with a
copy of its constitation, but has
created ymachinery in its constitu-
tion to deal with people who con-
stantly bring up matters which are
contrary to the policy of the Asso-
ciation.

(3) I consider that the function
of an executive is 10 implement the
policy accepted by the gencral Loy,
and not to assuine that e mem
bers have unpheit faith in the
exceutive,

(%) The executive, on behalf of the

Association, asked for a par-
ticular group area for the Col-
ovred  section.
members outside the exegutive,
do not know which particolar
area their executive had asked
for; and one or two querying
members were told by the chair-
man that the people have con-
fulence in their exccutive,
A letter reccived by the secre-
tary of the Association was not
read at the general meeting, A
querying member was told that
the letter was “privy to the
executive”’,

From (a) and (b) [ draw the
assumption that the excotive fears

w0 divalge all its actioes, lest the

condonation of its actions by the
eneral body is not fortheoming.
rollowing logically upon this, !
conclude that the policy of the Vigil-
ance Assocution docs not enjoy the
full confidence of its members.

(4) Oppressed people can never,
bope (o acliieve enancipation by

dividing  themsclyes  into  blocs—
racial or otherwise,

Coloured membership s facl

tie Merrenrolk policy of divide and

rule.

Unless the

s prepared to change its policy and

throw in its bt with the
people for an honest

¢
unily

85-0dd|

The Coloured
Vigilnee Association in maintain.
g its emphasix on an exciusively

and
ik

oquality of rights for all men and
women, 1 foresee its prematore
death. Again there would have
been wasted effort on the part of
the people and all the inevitable
frusiration which follows.

DOROTHY MURPHY,

6, Walker Street,
East London,

Sir~At the general meeting of
the above assocmtion representing
the majority of parents of children
attenwling the Welcome Estate Drie
mary School, it was unanimously
decided to forward a strong protest
10 the Rev. F. H. R. Buckle of the
D.RC. categorically refuting his
allegation that liquor was the cause
of thy trouble at the mecting con
venod to elect a school committee,

The KRev. Buckle, clection officer
at the meeting, when askod & own-
ber of questions regarding the out-
going committee, completely ignored
the parents’ requests for informa-
tion,

The association further resolved
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THE PASSING OF A
POPULAR KIMBERLEY
SCHOOL TEACHER
The Kimberley Coloured ¢om-
munity was shocked to learn of the
romng of Mr. Danicl Alfred|
Janiels, who died with tragic sud-|
deness on September 25, 1953, :h«!

only two days’ illness.

'f"u deceased was an assistant at
the Wiiliam Pescod High School,

The late Mr. Dagiels was ex-
tremely popular with both the mem-
bers of the staff of his school and
the students

A funeral service held at the
Bean Street Church was conducted
by Mr. Douglas, and was largely
attended. Tribote was paid 10 the
deceased at the church, when six
Matric students of bis class, Lionel
van Rownen, George Adams, Colin
Ritchse, Denzel
Wheatly and  FEdmund  Michacls,
acted as pall-bearers.

Afrer the last rites were per-
formed a friend of the deceased,
Mr, M, R, van Reenen, delivered
an_addreess as a tobute 1o his life.

‘he sympathy of the community
s e fed o the widow, her four
children and 0 his beother  Jock,

laaties, Arnthur!

T.ATA. CALL cont.

in education: A T.ATA., isclated
and fighting alone, was doomed to
deicat, he sad. He drew attention
10 the policy of divideand-rule and
how it was put into effect in a very
subtle way by first dealing with the
African—beoken further iuto tribes
~and then the Coloured and Indian,
although the same disastrous fate
was intended for all three sections
of the Non-European people,

Demand For Equality
The conference adopted the fol-

Iowing resolutions :

(1) The conference unequivoeally
rejects the Hanto Edocation Hillluh::
ail other discriminatory legisia
designed 1o reloyate N;:‘:-Whi!t
wople to a position of permanent
nfenority and st ¢ teiferates
its demand for equal ation and
educationnl facilities for all, trres-
pective of rice, class or colour.

(2) The confenmce feels con=
vinced that the fight against inferior
education is a nation-wide

for which the unity of all
teachers  among  the  oppressed
people 15 @ necessary and urgent

10 request the School Board to o
vene another meeting  on
grounds that the disputed mecti
was undemocratic and the proc
ings arregular, and that the R
Huckle was hinself the cause
the troubic by refusing 1o allow 1
parents’ requests to ask questio
relative to the clection of o sche

NEW PONDOKKIE SCHOOL.
FOR AFRICANS

Church And State On African
ucalion
On Sawurday, Dr. Meirmg, the

Cape SGE, opowed a new pows

conmumitiee.

J. DYSAL,
Cheirman,

N. ARENDSE,
Secretary,

Surrey and Welcome Fstates Vig
ance and Civie Association,

| 2nd Street, Welcome Estate,

| Arhlone,

Sir,—My political sense beg
(1 may tell you this as a manter
mterest) when | first cane
cuntact with the Torch and start]
10 read it. The careivl perusal
the articles therein brought me
light that 1 so longed for. . 1 ha
read many other so-called Bberate
newspapers, 10 quote  only
Adtawce, but it oot com
with the Toreh, which is so straj,
to the point, and does not give ¥
due propaganda and valueless, ba
less talk ; as a matter of fact, it 8y
up your mind i such a manncr ¢
ane hus to take an interest,

Therefore 1 would never Tike
be without this vahmble wee
May this paper five Jong, Tt is a ¢
true informer 10 all the oppress
pevple of thix ad other coum
in the workd, 1tis our official org
it i3 onr siufl, our weapon and
tool, Tt 1% traly a light i this ¢

{ehildren near

iand will cater for 600 children,

dokkic primar;
%:cr\'lri. The school
falls under the Parow Schiool Roard

Meiring said that the parents
shouid appreciate what was being

school for :\frirm“

g e ronuisite.

(3) The conference, therelore,
peides 1o imitiate efforts o call a
parference of all teachers in
frica this year in onrder 10 plan
pe course of action to be taken

the fight against lower education,

(4) Realising that all our dis-
pilitics, whether  edvcati or

done for them. (“African educa-
tion 15 a burden for the White
population™ is a ular  cry
amongst the Hevrenvolk.) In other
words, provision of & school, even
a pondokkic prefah,, is an act of}
charity and ot part of a right.

the struggle for the hibera
the ¢ people. Towards
i conference  w all
unches 1o proceed forthwith with
formation of parent-teucher
sociations as a fint step,

The children, said Meinng, m
learn 1o read. write and cale
“No person in the modern world
can moke any progress unbess he
can at beast read, write and caleu-
late.”” This, of course, is all the
equipment that is necessary for an
African to fit into the South A
can pattern of White master a
Black slave. He must have the bare
minimum of education. as he s
intendesd (o become nothing else but
an underpaid, unskilied siave.
Warning About Politics
A DRC dominee also spoke
He said that “politics™ should be
baxed on the ward of God: all
Sonith Africans should work in har-
mony with each other: in unity
based on the word of God, What
i is that the only accept-
oo are Herrenvolk poli-
tics, which are supposed to be

world of ours.
“LIBERTY CAP”

Windermere,

NEVER BE WITHOUT
“THE TORCH"

All-African Convention
Committee (W.P.)

invites you te a
GRAND SOC{AL EVENING

GOLF
(By Peter Louw)
Colfers turned out from all parts

i the Peninsula and the country
istricts  to  participate i the

divinely inspirsd. The politics of JEnS
, [the people presumably comes from H
“{the devil.




