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€ need to know what happened to the bones” — lierviel
community wants restitution, decades after bodies were
forcefully removed
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& Ravensmead community members at the Hardekraaltjie cemetery. (Photo: Protouch Photography)

By Joel Ontong 19Jan2023 @0
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During forced removals in the apartheid era, Stellenbosch University acquired land where
a Bellville cemetery was located. Residents in this area are now engaging with the
university in a restitution process.
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‘ ‘ e need to know what happened to the bones. Because its people, its family

members, they buried their people there, and when they went there again,

the people were gone. So how do you explain that to someone who wants
to go show their lineage?”

These comments from Chefferino Fortuin, community researcher and Tiervlei community
member, who is involved in efforts to see justice, decades after bodies were removed from
a cemetery when Stellenbosch University (SU) acquired the land during forced removals,
conducted in the brutal apartheid era.

The university acquired the land on which the cemetery, known as Hardekraaltjie, was

located in Bellville in 1970, explained Fortuin.

SU removed a portion of the bodies from the cemetery for reburial, he said. Members of
the community from Tiervlei, now known as Ravensmead, were buried there.

Read in Daily Maverick: “Ravensmead kids skate the road less travelled”

About half a century after the community was uprooted and forcibly removed — including
the removal of the bodies, the community is still seeking restitution and memorialisation
in honour of the cemetery.

“It becomes this emotional issue, especially for the ageing ones in our community. For me,
they are important because they have laid the groundwork for whatever successes we’ve
achieved in our lifetime,” said Fortuin.

“It is not for us an academic exercise, we still want our ageing population; we want one or
two of those people still to be alive to see their dreams coming to fruition. So that they can
say: I said it was my people who were laying here,” Fortuin explained.

Forced removals

Anne and Bennie Parring are two elderly Ravensmead residents who had siblings buried at
Hardekraaltjie. They recalled how powerless the community was during forced removals.
“Back then, you didn’t have a say because it was apartheid. The white man talks alone,”
said Anne. At that point, some community members still had their children and family
buried at the cemetery, she added.

The two elderly residents said they were not informed that the bodies would be moved at
the time. They only knew that building developments would take place near the cemetery.
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Ravensmead residents Bennie and Anne Parring on the Hardekraaltjie cemetery land. (Photo: Protouch Photography)
Prof Aslam Fataar, from SU’s department of education policy studies, said that the
university has been doing work with “visual redress and spatial redress” in spaces that it
had taken ownership of during apartheid.

The university “had been a participant in the forced removals of black and coloured
communities to make way for its buildings [and] its faculties,” said Fataar, who is also
linked to SU’s transformation portfolio. As a result “the Tiervlei community was disrupted
by forced removals”.

SU took ownership of the land on which the cemetery was built, next to Tygerberg
Hospital, to build its faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, Fataar told Daily Maverick.
He said the cemetery had been decommissioned in the 1940s.

The land was transferred to SU in 1974, according to the City of Cape Town.

Land cleared when university took ownership

When the university took ownership of the land, they cleared the land and removed about
half of the bodies for reburial, said Fataar. “We’ve anticipated that they’ve been reburied in
the Stikland Cemetery.”

Stikland Cemetery is also located in Bellville. Although the bodies were reburied, no
building developments took place on the site of the cemetery itself, according to Fataar.

Due to pressure from the Tiervlei community, the university became aware of the
cemetery and the issues around it, circa 2014, Fataar explained. “We received some
pressure from individual members [of Tiervlei] to restitute and to restitute properly,” he
said. SU picked up the restitution and memorialisation project in 2020 and had been
engaging with the community, he added.

“The ongoing community participation will involve several stakeholders, including
Tygerberg hospital, Passenger Rail Agency of South Africa (Prasa), members of local
communities and the Tiervlei community, and Heritage Western Cape,” according to a
press statement released by SU in 2021. “SU and the Tygerberg Hospital have committed

to a restorative process to decide how the cemetery site and those buried there would be
memorialised,” read the statement.

Hardekraaltjie’s sacred rituals

» &«

According to Fortuin, Hardekraaltjie was not an “uninhabited space”. “It was a space that
was important to people. It was a place where there were sacred rituals. It was a place of
family, it was a place of lineage,” Fortuin told Daily Maverick. “There is a lot of history
and heritage for us in that space,” he added.

Hardekraaltjie was established in the early 1900s, said Fortuin. Khoisan communities
resided in the area, with Khoisan family members being buried in Hardekraaltjie. Fortuin
added that there is limited available information on this topic.

During community engagement sessions, Khoisan organisations were also involved,
according to Fortuin. Hardekraaltjie, and parts of Ravensmead where residents were
displaced, still has Khoisan history, said Fortuin. “The people were displaced, but their
memories were never displaced,” he explained.

Ravensmead community members at the cemetery (Photo: Protouch Photography)

Restitution process

Fortuin said that the restitution process is a Tiervlei community initiative. “For us as a
community, it’s important that the cemetery is being acknowledged.”

It is important that there is memorialisation around the cemetery and that there is
concrete restitution, he said. “We don’t only want a symbolic gesture, when there were
actual bones that were disturbed and there were actual bones of our forefathers — in that
area — that were removed.” The community wants the university to acknowledge, take
institutional responsibility and apologise for what happened at Hardekraaltjie.

The community is working with the university to create a plaque to memorialise
Hardekraaltjie. On the plaque, they want to feature the Khoi language, along with other
three languages, said Fortuin.

Visit Daily Maverick’s home page for more news, analysis and investigations

Fortuin also reached out to the City of Cape Town to be involved in the process. When paiy
maverick Feached out to the City, the response was that enquiries about the cemetery should
be referred to the land owner, which is Stellenbosch University.

The City has planned no engagements with Fortuin or the Tiervlei community, reported
IOL in August 2022. The City was also unaware of the exhumation of human remains at
Hardekraaltjie cemetery.

Not only is the cemetery on_land owned by SU, but it’s also on land owned or controlled by
Tygerberg Hospital and Prasa.

“Prasa has not been approached by the community regarding the land in question. Should
there be a request received, we will do our utmost to cooperate,” said Zinobulali Mihi,
Prasa’s acting head of the department of marketing and communication.

“Tygerberg Hospital is aware of the commencement of a memorialisation process of the
Hardekraaltjie Cemetery located at the Tygerberg Hospital and University of Stellenbosch
site,” said Rozaun Botes, spokesperson for the hospital.

“The Steercom (Steering Committee) dealing with this matter is composed of
representatives from the Ravensmead community, Tygerberg Hospital management and
the University of Stellenbosch.”

Gaps in the story

There were many gaps in the Hardekraaltjie story, said Fataar. “A key part of our
restitutional process is to do research and the research is now ongoing.”

They are trying to tell a full story of what happened for proper restitution, he added.

Part of the restitution process involves collecting stories of descendants of those who were
buried at the cemetery. “We’ve established a community participant process and we are
about 20 months into it,” he said. The university has interacted and communicated with
the community and taken guidance from them with regards to the restitution process,
Fataar added.

Anne Parring seemed happy that SU was engaging in the restitution process. “It’s a good
gesture for the children and families that were buried there,” she said. DM

We would like our readers to start paying for Daily Maverick...

...but we are not going to force you to. Over 10 million users come to us each month for the
news. We have not put it behind a paywall because the truth should not be a luxury.

Instead we ask our readers who can afford to contribute, even a small amount each month,
to do so.

If you appreciate it and want to see us keep going then please consider contributing
whatever you can.

Support Daily Maverick—
VISA| EFT

cemetery] {forced removals] [Hardekraaltjie] [PRASA] [Ravensmead] Restitution] [Stellenbosch

Stellenbosch University] [Stikland Cemetery] [Tiervlei} [Tygerberg Hospital]

Comments - share your knowledge and experience

Please note you must be a Maverick Insider to comment. Sign up here

Everybody has an opinion but not everyone has the knowledge and the experience to contribute
meaningfully to a discussion. That's what we want from our members. Help us learn with your expertise and
insights on articles that we publish. We encourage different, respectful viewpoints to further our
understanding of the world. View our comments policy here.

No Comments, yet

TOP READS THIS HOUR TOP READS IN SECTION

’I COVID-19 ’I MAVERICK NEWS

‘Unconscionable’: Competition
Commission says Red Roses Africa
marked up hand sanitiser sold to
the SAPS by 236%

‘There is no Zuma law,’” says judge
warning Mpofu over wasting time

2 SOUTH AFRICA

Top brass visit to KwaZulu-Natal
signals ANC’s concern over its
decline

3 DM168

The broedertwis in Afrikanerdom’s
ranks all began at Eskom

4 DM168

Is US ambassador to SA Reuben
Brigety a loose cannon — or a
consummate professional?

5 DM168

SA's light bulb moment: Eskom
syndicates — same names, different
sectors, same failures

2 MAVERICK NEWS

Digital gag order — GroundUp told
to remove Ramulitho Lottery article
or risk website shutdown

NATIONAL LOTTERIES COMMISSYON
LOTTO FUNDED

5

3 MAVERICK NEWS

Disaster on the Potomac as
Washington sours on the ANC, with
Agoa and Pepfar as potential
collateral damage

4 MAVERICK NEWS

Peter Hain again refuses to meet
Bain until ‘full state capture
disclosure’

5 MAVERICK NEWS

Thabo Bester saga — lawyers for
accused challenge police officer’s
bail objections

Investigations News & Analysis Features Newsletters Community DM168

Scorpio Business Maverick Opinionista First Thing About us E-Edition

Our Burning Planet Maverick Citizen Maverick Life Business Maverick Membership Contact Us

amaBhungane Maverick Sports TGIFood Judith’'s Prudence Events & Webinars

Maverick Citizen Newsdeck COVID-19 SME Follow us on twitter

Declassified UK Contact Us Podcasts Life & Books Follow us on facebook

Contact Us Zapiro TGIFood Announcements

Zapiro Buy Books & Swag
Sports DM'’s 10 Year Story
Advertise with us Help Centre

Sales Deck Contact us

Daily Maverick © All rights reserved



https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article_tag/cemetery/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article_tag/forced-removals/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article_tag/hardekraaltjie/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article_tag/prasa/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article_tag/ravensmead/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article_tag/restitution/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article_tag/stellenbosch/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article_tag/stellenbosch-university/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article_tag/stikland-cemetery/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article_tag/tiervlei/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article_tag/tygerberg-hospital/
https://www.theheritageportal.co.za/article/unfinished-story-hardekraaltjie-cemetery
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2022-06-14-ravensmead-kids-skate-the-road-less-travelled/
https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Lists/news/DispForm.aspx?ID=8615
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=in_article_link&utm_campaign=homepage
https://www.iol.co.za/capetimes/news/haunted-by-the-past-activist-challenges-city-on-historic-cemetery-759af157-bdba-40e5-bb94-2d99d42edf73
https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Lists/news/DispForm.aspx?ID=8615
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/author/joel-ontong/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/insider/?utm_source=DM_Website&utm_medium=Comments&utm_campaign=only_insiders_can-comment
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/insider/?utm_source=DM_Website&utm_medium=Comments&utm_campaign=only_insiders_can-comment
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/comments-policy/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-05-21-unconscionable-competition-commission-says-red-roses-africa-marked-up-hand-sanitiser-sold-to-the-saps-by-236/?utm_source=homepageify&medium=link
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-05-21-top-brass-visit-to-kwazulu-natal-signals-ancs-concern-over-its-decline/?utm_source=homepageify&medium=link
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-05-21-the-broedertwis-in-afrikanerdoms-ranks-all-began-at-eskom/?utm_source=homepageify&medium=link
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-05-21-is-us-ambassador-to-sa-reuben-brigety-a-loose-cannon-or-a-consummate-professional/?utm_source=homepageify&medium=link
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-05-20-sas-light-bulb-moment-eskom-syndicates-same-names-different-sectors-same-failures/?utm_source=homepageify&medium=link
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-05-18-there-is-no-zuma-law-says-judge-warning-mpofu-over-wasting-time/?utm_source=homepageify&medium=link
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-05-19-digital-gag-order-groundup-told-to-remove-ramulifho-lottery-article-or-risk-website-shutdown/?utm_source=homepageify&medium=link
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-05-18-disaster-on-the-potomac-as-washington-sours-on-the-anc-with-agoa-and-pepfar-as-potential-collateral-damage/?utm_source=homepageify&medium=link
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-05-20-peter-hain-again-refuses-to-meet-bain-until-full-state-capture-disclosure/?utm_source=homepageify&medium=link
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-05-19-thabo-bester-saga-lawyers-for-accused-challenge-police-officers-bail-objections/?utm_source=homepageify&medium=link
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/section/scorpio/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/our-burning-planet/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/author/amabhungane/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/maverick-citizen/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/section/declassified-uk/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/about/contact-us/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/business-maverick/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/maverick-citizen/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/section/sport/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/section/newsdeck/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/about/contact-us/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionistas/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/maverick-life/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/section/tgifood/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/section/covid-19/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/dm-podcasts/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/zapiro/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/about/newsletter/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/business-maverick-newsletter-signup/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/judiths-prudence-newsletter-signup/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/sme-newsletter-signup/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/maverick-life-newsletter-signup/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/tgifood-newsletter-signup/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/zapiro-newsletter-signup/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/maverick-sports-newsletter-signup/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/about/advertising/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/sales-deck/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/about/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/insider/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/daily-maverick-webinars/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://twitter.com/dailymaverick
https://www.facebook.com/dailymaverick
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/about/announcements/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://shop.dailymaverick.co.za/?utm_source=homepage&utm_campaign=homepage_footer
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/gamechanger/book/text/01-02-reader-covenant.html
https://help.dailymaverick.co.za/support/home
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/about/contact-us/
https://168.dailymaverick.co.za/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/about/contact-us/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-01-19-we-need-to-know-what-happened-to-the-bones-tiervlei-community-wants-restitution-decades-after-bodies-were-forcefully-removed/?token=MEdjczVNYUpZeFBuZmN2SkdvQUJXT2RYUEJ6NDlZekZjQThwT0dBbVlyclo0eHhXQWUyUWgzdXJCcWFVOEl1SU1jaVk2K1JNZ2R0ZFI3NlkyTnhqR1ZEL2N3cVFkbVMySjBwMDExSXhvN2tJZVNFZ2QvZmVRY0dCUGQ1K0c0eEtNSW1IVWY3dkVZVEVPa053eE5rMlQvTGtrODQ4VU9ScDRBYVh1ejREZSswPQ==&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Ungrouped%20transactional%20email&utm_content=Ungrouped%20transactional%20email+ID_fd0f8433-f866-11ed-b7c0-8f8b7d1f8d7a&utm_source=TouchBasePro&utm_term=click%20here#
https://shop.dailymaverick.co.za/?utm_source=top-menu&utm_medium=link
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/insider/?utm_source=top-menu&utm_medium=link
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-01-19-we-need-to-know-what-happened-to-the-bones-tiervlei-community-wants-restitution-decades-after-bodies-were-forcefully-removed/?token=MEdjczVNYUpZeFBuZmN2SkdvQUJXT2RYUEJ6NDlZekZjQThwT0dBbVlyclo0eHhXQWUyUWgzdXJCcWFVOEl1SU1jaVk2K1JNZ2R0ZFI3NlkyTnhqR1ZEL2N3cVFkbVMySjBwMDExSXhvN2tJZVNFZ2QvZmVRY0dCUGQ1K0c0eEtNSW1IVWY3dkVZVEVPa053eE5rMlQvTGtrODQ4VU9ScDRBYVh1ejREZSswPQ==&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Ungrouped%20transactional%20email&utm_content=Ungrouped%20transactional%20email+ID_fd0f8433-f866-11ed-b7c0-8f8b7d1f8d7a&utm_source=TouchBasePro&utm_term=click%20here#
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-01-19-we-need-to-know-what-happened-to-the-bones-tiervlei-community-wants-restitution-decades-after-bodies-were-forcefully-removed/?token=MEdjczVNYUpZeFBuZmN2SkdvQUJXT2RYUEJ6NDlZekZjQThwT0dBbVlyclo0eHhXQWUyUWgzdXJCcWFVOEl1SU1jaVk2K1JNZ2R0ZFI3NlkyTnhqR1ZEL2N3cVFkbVMySjBwMDExSXhvN2tJZVNFZ2QvZmVRY0dCUGQ1K0c0eEtNSW1IVWY3dkVZVEVPa053eE5rMlQvTGtrODQ4VU9ScDRBYVh1ejREZSswPQ==&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Ungrouped%20transactional%20email&utm_content=Ungrouped%20transactional%20email+ID_fd0f8433-f866-11ed-b7c0-8f8b7d1f8d7a&utm_source=TouchBasePro&utm_term=click%20here#
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-01-19-we-need-to-know-what-happened-to-the-bones-tiervlei-community-wants-restitution-decades-after-bodies-were-forcefully-removed/?token=MEdjczVNYUpZeFBuZmN2SkdvQUJXT2RYUEJ6NDlZekZjQThwT0dBbVlyclo0eHhXQWUyUWgzdXJCcWFVOEl1SU1jaVk2K1JNZ2R0ZFI3NlkyTnhqR1ZEL2N3cVFkbVMySjBwMDExSXhvN2tJZVNFZ2QvZmVRY0dCUGQ1K0c0eEtNSW1IVWY3dkVZVEVPa053eE5rMlQvTGtrODQ4VU9ScDRBYVh1ejREZSswPQ==&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Ungrouped%20transactional%20email&utm_content=Ungrouped%20transactional%20email+ID_fd0f8433-f866-11ed-b7c0-8f8b7d1f8d7a&utm_source=TouchBasePro&utm_term=click%20here#
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-01-19-we-need-to-know-what-happened-to-the-bones-tiervlei-community-wants-restitution-decades-after-bodies-were-forcefully-removed/?token=MEdjczVNYUpZeFBuZmN2SkdvQUJXT2RYUEJ6NDlZekZjQThwT0dBbVlyclo0eHhXQWUyUWgzdXJCcWFVOEl1SU1jaVk2K1JNZ2R0ZFI3NlkyTnhqR1ZEL2N3cVFkbVMySjBwMDExSXhvN2tJZVNFZ2QvZmVRY0dCUGQ1K0c0eEtNSW1IVWY3dkVZVEVPa053eE5rMlQvTGtrODQ4VU9ScDRBYVh1ejREZSswPQ==&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Ungrouped%20transactional%20email&utm_content=Ungrouped%20transactional%20email+ID_fd0f8433-f866-11ed-b7c0-8f8b7d1f8d7a&utm_source=TouchBasePro&utm_term=click%20here#
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/about/newsletter?utm_source=top-menu&utm_medium=link
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2023-01-19-we-need-to-know-what-happened-to-the-bones-tiervlei-community-wants-restitution-decades-after-bodies-were-forcefully-removed/?token=MEdjczVNYUpZeFBuZmN2SkdvQUJXT2RYUEJ6NDlZekZjQThwT0dBbVlyclo0eHhXQWUyUWgzdXJCcWFVOEl1SU1jaVk2K1JNZ2R0ZFI3NlkyTnhqR1ZEL2N3cVFkbVMySjBwMDExSXhvN2tJZVNFZ2QvZmVRY0dCUGQ1K0c0eEtNSW1IVWY3dkVZVEVPa053eE5rMlQvTGtrODQ4VU9ScDRBYVh1ejREZSswPQ==&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Ungrouped%20transactional%20email&utm_content=Ungrouped%20transactional%20email+ID_fd0f8433-f866-11ed-b7c0-8f8b7d1f8d7a&utm_source=TouchBasePro&utm_term=click%20here#

