


A safer and more secure 

South Africa 

The crime prevention system that once focused on 
maintaining apartheid has been transformed. This has 
helped to virtually end political violence, deal with ter
rorism and stabilise the crime situation. But the level 
of crime is still too high. For better service delivery, 
we need more capacity, citizen involvement and the 
rooting out of corruption. Moral renewal and nation
building are also necessary for effective crime pre
vention. 

National Crime Prevention Strategy 
(NCPS) 

The NCPS has several elements: 
■ The National Crime Combating Strategy (Operation

Crackdown) Is beginning to make a difference.
Serious crime levels continue to come down or sta
bilise (as a proportion of every 100 000 of the pop
ulation).

Except for robbery and malicious damage to 
property, most of the 20 categories of serious 
crime have recently either stabilised or are 
decreasing compared to 1994. 
Since 1994, murder has decreased by 30,7%. 
Though robberies have continued to increase, 
almost 50% of robberies now relate to cellphone 
theft or misplacement, with high reporting rates 
for insurance purposes. 
High-profile robberies (vehicle hijacking, hijack
ing of trucks, cash-in-transit robbery and bank 
robbery) have come down significantly since 
they were first recorded in 1996 (see High 
Priority Crimes below). 

■ The Integrated Justice System has brought shorter
cases, better quality dockets and higher conviction
rates (up from 78% of cases before the
courts in 1999 to 81 % in 2002).
Since the project start
ed, the average time for
a case in court has been
reduced from 145 days
to 74 days. The number
of cases finalised with a
verdict in the lower courts
increased by 57% from
1999 to 2002. These
improvements have been
helped by the introduction
in 2001 of Saturday and
Additional Courts.

■ Community Policing has
made policing more effective
through Community Police
Forums. The partnership with
Business Against Crime has
reduced street crime by 80%
in some targeted city centres.
More needs to be done to
attack causes of crime through
moral regeneration and devel
opment programmes.

■ Prison overcrowding is being
eased through building new pris
ons, alternative sentencing, cor
rectional supervision, an awaiting
trial prisoner project, parole and
an improved rehabilitation pro
gramme. Escapes were reduced
from 1 244 in 1996 to 325 in 2002.

High priority crimes 
■ Sexual assault crimes - Since 1994, government

has prioritised fighting crimes against women and
children. Many new laws deal with this and more
than 40 specialised Sexual Offences Courts have
been established. The incidence of rape increased
10% from 1994, stabilised for some years and then
declined from 1999 to 1994 levels. Government
and civil-society organisations are mobilising in
growing numbers each year in the campaign for No
Violence Against Women and Children.

■ Organised crime and corruption - Action against
criminal syndicates helped bring down vehicle
hijacking by 33,7% and bank-related crimes by
52,2% since 1996. White-collar crime has been
brought down by 24% since 1994. Out of 300 syn
dicates identified and investigated, over 200 have
been neutralised.

■ Border control - The South African National
Defence Force (SANDF) has assisted the SAPS in
controlling borders, resulting in confiscation of
stolen vehicles and illegal firearms. New controls
and upgrading of infrastructure at ports of entry will
improve this work.

■ Illegal firearms - Over 80 000 firearms have been
destroyed Measures have been introduced to reg
ulate ownership of legal firearms and reduce the
number of illegal firearms.

■ Taxi violence - Violence in the taxi industry has
been curbed by more effective regulation and pros
ecution of perpetrators. But sporadic attacks and
extortion of funds from members of taxi associa
tions continue.

■ Terrorism - Urban terrorism in the Western Cape
was ended by co-ordinated operations and the
conviction of perpetrators and right-wing terrorist
plans have been nipped in the bud. The
Government is implementing UN resolutions relat
ing to international terrorism.

The challenges of the next decade arise from lessons 
of the First Decade and from new challenges created 
by the process of change and transformation itself. 

Influence of the State 

Government's successes have often, though not 
always, been where it has had significant control and 
less so where its influence has been indirect. 

■ There has been great progress in building a new
constitutional democracy, three spheres of govern
ment and more integrated administration - but in
many areas of service delivery there is a need for
better performance by the Public Service.

■ There has been a major extension of social servic
es, with striking impact on women's rights. But
many entitled to grants are still unregistered or
poorly serviced. There are still many who have not
been reached by services they need.

■ Very good progress has been made in economic
areas under government control but it has not been
matched in areas where new agencies or partner
ships are involved - such as small business,
human resource development, restructuring of

State-owned enterprises and 
Government has had even less 
that depend on the private sector and

including investment and employment 
■ National security has been enhanced, the

law established and institutions transfonned.
due to challenges of the social transition, Insuffi

cient civil-society involvement and new forms of
organised crime, the gains in crime prevention
could have been better.

■ Internationally, government has made progress
beyond its limited resources as the country reinte
grated in the global arena.

The social transition 

Four big social trends of the First Decade shape the 
challenges ahead. 

More and smaller households 
■ From 1996 to 2001, the South African population

grew 11 % from 40,4 million to 44,8 million. But the
number of households grew by 30% from 9,7 mil
lion to 11,8 million, as households became smaller.
The average household size has dropped from 4,5
to 3,8 persons. So, government has to provide
additional housing and services for instance, to
almost three million instead of one million house
holds.

has grown about a year since 
fhe economically active !OJ>Ulation grew 

� e year - from 11,5 mllllo lo 16,8 million. 
ber of jobs grew 20% (a 1r accounting for 

lost) but the economically active population 
has grown over 40%. The new job seekers are not 
only young adults but also older people who under 
apartheid did not consider themsel,1es part of the 
labour market, many of them Africe.n women from 
rural areas.

Two economies in one country 
■ While all the main economic sectors grew between

1995 and 2002, there was a shift 110m public serv
ices, construction and mining to financial and busi
ness service sectors (where employment doubled).
This is consolidating 'two economies' in one coun
try. One is advanced and skilled, becoming more
globally competitive. The second is mainly informal,
marginalised and unskilled. Despite impressive
gains in the first economy, the benefits have yet to
reach the second economy, which could fall even
further behind without decisive government inter
vention.

Increased rural migration 
■ There has been a shift from rural to big urban

areas. Twenty per cent of people in the main
urban areas are new migrants. This adds pressure
on urban service delivery and economic opportuni-

These trends, added to the apartheid backlog, help
explain the scale of the past decade's challenges and
some of the limitations in progress, for example in 
unemployment, poverty alleviation and the fight 
against crime. 

The global setting 

As we enter the Second Decade of Freedom, the 
global environment is uncertain, with increasing ten
sion, unilateralism and unresolved international trade 
issues. 

But there are also new opportunities for developing 
countries to assert their interests. While many devel
opments could marginalise Africa, there are opportuni
ties for the continent to mobilise itself for a more 
humane approach to its plight and that of other poor 
regions. Among governments and citizens of devel
oped countries there is potential to focus attention on 
the common objectives of humanity contained in the 
UN Millennium Declaration. South Africa is equipped 
to play a critical role in this regard due to its location, 
the size of its economy in the continent and its current 
endeavours and outlook. 
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- President Thabo Mbeki, State of the Nation Address, 6 February 2004 

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN THE 

SECOND DECADE OF FREEDOM 

If we are to make continued and faster progress towards a united, non-racial, non-sexist 
and democratic society in the Second Decade of Freedom, then we should move to a 
higher growth and development path. To achieve this, we need a major intervention: to 
reinforce the consolidation of democracy with measures aimed at integrating all of society 
into a growing economy from which they can benefit. This will require: 

■ an encompassing framework and vision defining a shared approach by
all sectors of society in partnership around common development objec
tives

■ better performance by the State, with focus on efficient implementation
and decisive intervention to unlock any delivery logjams

■ addressing consequences of the social transition, by improving a.::cess to
work opportunities and sustainable livelihoods in urban and rural areas and
ensuring that, when people migrate, they have the skills and information to
take advantage of opportunities

■ improving the regional environment and implementing NEPAD, so we can
weld together a number of southern African countries into a locomotive for
faster growth in sub-Saharan Africa.

'We V\rill still have to contribute as much the common African effort to str 
as we
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- President Thabo Mb k: e ,, State of the Nation Address, 2004

Africa's renewal in a more peaceful world 

South Africa's success in defining its place in the world is remarkable given its size and short history 
as a free country. It meant thoroughly revising the mission of national security and the principles of 
our international relations as well as transforming our institutions in line with democracy. 

Diplomatic normality 
■ South Africa has normalised its relations with the world and promoted its interests and those of the

South in all-important regional, continental and multilateral institutions.
■ Democratic South Africa has hosted major international conferences and events, for instance:

1998: Non-Aligned Movement Summit 
1999: Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 
2000: UN AIDS Conference 
2001: UN World Conference Against Racism 
2002: World Summit on Sustainable Development 
2002: African Union (AU) Launch Summit. 

Marketing and branding SC1uth Africa 

■ Several places in South Africa have been de::lared World Heritage Sites since 1994, including
Robben Island, the Greater St Lucia Wetland Park; the fossil sites at Sterkfontein and the
Mapungubwe Iron Age site.

International relations for growth a,1d development 
■ Trade - Trade networks and markets have e<panded, including through bilateral and multilateral

negotiations and new relations with South Anerica, Europe, Asia and Africa.
■ Regional integration in Southern Africa - Th� democratic South Africa has promoted regional inte

gration in the context of the Southern Africar Development Community (SADC) and New
Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD). The restructuring of SADC will bring a comprehen
sive development agenda for the region.

■ Continental affairs - South Africa played an active role in reconstituting the Organisation of African
Unity (OAU) into the AU and developing NEPAD as the AU's development programme. The African
Peer Review Mechanism has been establistBd as a voluntary means of ensuring that the policies
and practices of member states conform to cemocratic and good governance principles.

■ Global affairs - Since 2001, South Africa has worked to keep Africa and the South on the GB
agenda and engaged with the international fhancial institutions to promote a global financial sys
tem more favourable to developing countrie�.

■ Science and technology (S& T) - Some 30 blateral S& T agreements have been signed since
1994. Several major S&T initiatives in SouthAfrica have strong international participation, including
the South African HIV/AIDS Vaccine lnitiativt.

Households in transfers 

Land restitution Claims lodged 

Claims settled 

10,816 

38,592 

• To December 2002■ The Government has since the late 1990s energetically promoted South Africa, both directly and
by supporting initiatives like 'Proudly South African', by hosting hallmark events and by creating the
International Investment Council, the International Marketing Council and the International Task
Force on Information Society ancl Development.

■ Tourism has surged -from 5,7 �illion international tourist arrivals in South Africa in 1998 to 6,4
million In 2002. 

Promotlng human rights, peace, se;:urity and stability 
■ South Africa works with other African states and with multilateral organisations like the UN, AU and

SADC to promote international respect for human rights, democracy and good governance. W_ehave been part of regional and African initiatives to assist the Zimbabwean people resolve their 

This publication is based on Government's Ten-Year Review. It updates a detailed report and summary 

published in October 2003. All these reports are available on Government Online: www.gov.za. 
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