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To overcome the social and economic devastation caused by 
. . 

generations of apartheid rule, South Africa needs a govern-

ment that will rise above narrow interests and do something 

tangible for all South Africans. 

Our country needs a government committed to upholding

democratic principles and creating a society based on equality, non

racialism and non-sexism. A government with a plan to improve 

the quality of life of ordinary people, especially impoverished 

rural communities. Above all, it must have a plan to end violence 

and bring about a peaceful and secure environment. Not only do 

we have such a plan) we have the will and determination to 

make democracy a living reality within our country. We also have 

the long tradition of consultation to ensure that the government 

will be a true government of the people. 
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► Creating an open society.

An ANC government will strive to 
·create an open society in which people
will be free to express their views
without fear, including criticising the
government of the day.

► Unity in diversity.

All South African languages will 
have equal status. No one culture will 
be promoted over any other. Freedom 
of religion and worship will be a basic 
right. No discrimination against 
Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Jews -
or any other religions - will be 
tolerated. Traditional leaders will be 
accorded the status they deserve in line 
with democracy. 

► A new style of government.
Government administration exists to 

serve the people and must therefore be 
answerable to them. Policy formulation 
will happen in consultation. The 
tradition of People's Forums will 
continue in all communities. The ANC 
will encourage private citizens to use 
the independent Public Protector to 
investigate corruption and dishonesty, 
or violations of rules of conduct. 

Uplifting the Quality of life. 

► Jobs and better incomes.

The needs of millions of people 
without jobs will be at the top of 

our agenda. As a legitimate government 
the ANC will create a climate to boost 
investor confidence. A new trade and 
industry policy will focus mainly on job 
creation , strengthening our manu-
facturing capacity and industries that 
export goods. Our economic plan will 
take into account the need for 
sustainable development with concern 
for our natural resources and protect-
ion of the environment. 

► Creating jobs through public works.

We will immediately start a national 
public works programme to build houses 
and provide essential services and 
facilities. This will create jobs and 
provide training for about 2, 5 million 
people over ten years. 

► Creating jobs through small business

development.

By changing licensing laws and 
providing training and access to loans, 
we will make it easier for people to start 
their own businesses. To stimulate this 
sector, certain government contracts will 
be awarded to small business. 

► Workers' rights.

All workers in both the public and 
private sector, including domestic and 

farm workers, will he free to bargain 
collectively and to be represented by 
trade unions. All discrimination will 
be abolished. Maternity and child-

"In 1986, when I suggested to the government that the time had come 

to resolve South Africa's problems through negotiations, I was confident 

that my endeavour to bring peace and democracy th'rough dialogue would 

finally bear fruit. 

What sustained me throughout my 27 years in prison
1 

was the ANC's 

vision of a South Africa in which people live in peace and with equal opportunities. 

Thanks to the efforts of many committed men and women, this vision is now a 

concrete plan that will at last do something tangible for the millions of South 

Africans who have been so cruelly neglected and discriminated against. 

Let"'us put asirle all fears and all thoughts of violence. Let us open our minds 

and our hearts and work for peace and reconciliation. 
iw� JJt God bless South Africa. "

NELSON MANDELA 

The full outline of the above policies contained i1�. a booklet - "A better life for all. Working togci



r ig h ts w i l l b e p r o te c t e d . T h e  r ig h t to
s t r i ke wi l l  b e up h e l d . Tra i n i ng a n d 

a d u l t e ducat i on p rog r a m m es w i l l be
i n t ro d uce d . S tanda rds of h e a lth an d 

s afe ty w i l l  be r a is e d  and e nfo rce d .
A just tax sys tem.

A n  A NC tax s ys t e m  wi l l  e ns u re
tha t  inco m e  ear ne d  by o rd ina ry pe op le 

will no t be los t th ro u gh u n fair taxes. We
wi l l  e n d VA T o n  b as ic foo ds ; re d u ce
taxes on peop le earn ing u nder R 4000
p er 111o n th ;  e n d u n fa i r taxat i o n  of
wo m e n  an d e ns u re m o re effici en t
co llecti o n  of taxes p ai d by bus iness.
Endi ng rural po verty.

The ANC go vern m en t  will in tro 
duce a ru ra l de ve lop men t p ro g r am me 

wi th job- crea ti o n as its focus. This
will be do ne th rou gh bo th indus t rial
de velop me nt a nd active sup po rt for 

s mal l busi ness. The pro visio n of
basic se rvices, includi ng wate r, 
cli nics, schools, sewe ra ge, elect rici ty, 
tel e pho nes and roads, w il l  be t r eated
as a p r io r ity. 
La nd Refo rm.

La nd Refo rm wi ll be ce nt r al to our 

ru ral deve lop me nt p ro g r a mme. Our 

po l icy w i ll  gua r a ntee wo me n equal 

ri gh ts to la nd; assis t fa rmers to ga in 

access to c redit, tr a in i ng and ma rkets 
and e ncou rage lar ge -scale fa rm in g. It
wil l  al so ensu re secu r ity o f  tenu re; see
to it that deve lop me nt a genc ies and
ma rket ing boa rd s fulfil thei r purpose of
se rving bo th fa rmers and con sumers; gua ra n tee res t itut io n  o f  land to vict ims
of fo rced removals th r ou gh a La nd
Cla ims Cou rt, and u se sta te land in 

the imp le me n ta t io n  of the Land
Ref o rm  p ro g r amme .

Op ening the doors of lea rnin g.
The foundatio n  o f  ou r pro g r a mme

w i ll  be one educa t io n  sy s t e m that 

p rov id es ten  y ea rs of fr ee a nd
c ompu l so ry educat ion f o r a ll  ch ildr e n
in the la n gua ge o f  th e ir choic e .

A n ew cu r riculum wi ll  be introduced
tha t p r omo tes both te chnical qua l ity 

and huma n id ea ls . Empha s is w i ll  be
pla c ed on teache r tra in ing and on
imp r ov ing the c ondi t ions o f  th e ir 
s e r vic e .

We w i l l p r ov ide mo re clas s room s;re pa ir and mod e rnise inad e qua te 
facil ities ; d ouble the numb e r of fre e text 
book s within on e yea r ; s e t u p a nationa l
bu r s a ry and l oan s y s tem; as si s

t 

y oung 
p eo p le who ha v e n o t be en a b le to 
c o mplet e thei r e duca tion ; pro vide adult
lit e rac y p ro gramme s ;  focu s on wa y s of
p r o v i din g pr e- s ch o o l e duca r e and g i ve 
s peci a l as sistanc e to women .

Housing and se rvice s for all.
N a ti on a l Pa rt y 's " influx c on tr o l" 

and la ck of u r b an p l ann ing de p r iv ed 

m i l l i o ns of pe op le of a dece n t  fa m i ly
l ife, res u l t i ng in  a cr is is tha t  is a t  the
ve r y  roo t  of m a ny of o u r  s oci a l 

p ro blems.
Fi r s t  a n d  fo re m o s t, a n  A N C

gove rn m e n t  wi l l  foc us o n th e h o us i ng
nee ds of 7 - m i l l i o n  "s q ua tte r s  11 a n d
o th e r  home less peop le . Over th e  n ex t

five ye a r s  we a i m to bu i ld one m i llion
h o m es ;  p ro v i de ru n n ing wa ter a n d

fl us h i ng to ile ts to o ver a m i lli o n
families ; electrify 2, 5 m illion ru r al and
urban ho m es ;  up grade hos te ls to m ee t
the needs of the residents. We wi ll wo rk
to geth er with f ina ncial ins ti tu tio ns to
ens u re th at peop le ha ve the loans an d
means to b u ild thei r o wn ho uses.

Health. Caring for all,
The aim of the ANC's health policy

is primary an d affordable health ca re
that gua r an tees basic t reatment for al

l 

So uth Afr icans. Po verty -str icken
c o mmunit ies w il l receive special 

atte n t io n  with the emphasis on
p reven t io n  of disease.

Ch ild r e n  unde r five will be ent itled
to free hea l th ca re, im munisat ion and
bas ic nu t r it io n. Medicines will be made
aff o rdable. Major resou rces w ill be
directed at combating T B

1 

AIDS and
o ther diseases. We w i ll also help
fac i l ita te the in te g r at ion of traditional 

hea l in g.
► Welfa re and pen s ions.

A ca r ing app roa ch to ch ild ren, 
senior citizens, the disabled and victims
o f  violence will  be centr al to our welfa re

po licy . Homeless ch ild ren will  receive
s pe c ial a tten t ion. Pen sions and grants
due to peop le w i ll  be a ssured and
a l lo ca t ed th ro u gh po st offic e s, banks,
bu ild ing so ci e ties and othe r acces s ible
ou tl et s . In c on su lta t ion w ith the
di sabl ed, we w i ll  end dis c r im inat i on
a ga in s

t th em.
► Affirmative A ction

. 
It is not enough to talk o f  equa lity 

wh en the va s t majo r ity of South
Africans have be en left b ehind by a
sy s tem that ex clud ed th em by law .
Oppo rtunit ie s mu s t be op en ed to a ll
who were dis c riminated again s t simp ly 
becau se th ey wer e Africans, Coloureds 
o r  I ndians -

o r  becau se th ey we re 
women, disabled o r  lived in ru ra l areas .
Aff irma ti v e Acti o n  w ill  n ot be a t  the 

expen s e o f  others . No r will i t  lead to a
l ow e r ing o f  s tanda rds . Its empha sis
mu s t be on tra ining and upgrading of
sk i lls . T his w i ll  be e s sen ti a l to the 

gr owth o f  ou r econ omy and will benefit
a ll  S ou th Afric an s .

Making the plan wo rk.

Financing ou r pro g r amm e of recon
s truction and dev elopme n t wi l l n o t be
e asy. Bu t i t  is an op p o r tu n i ty to s e t
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One of the m ost .u rgent challenges facing So uth Africa is tlte adoption
of a new dem oc ratic constitution .  We firmly co m m it o u rselves to the
Constitu tional principles agreed to in multi-party negotiations as a basis for
drafting a new dem ocratic constitu tion. Whatever our m ajority, we will
never abuse this power - but will u ntiringly strive for national cons ensus
through co ns ul ta tion and debate. The basic democratic pri11ciples for which

the ANC has always stood, include:

• a cons ti tu tion and Bill of Rights which guaran tee human righ ts for all,

inclu ding the right to a min imum stan da rd of life;
• the right for peop le to elect a government of their choice in regular, free and

fair elections in a mu lti-party dem ocracy;
• democra tic go vernme11t at provincial and local levels;
• an in depen dent judiciary a nd constitu tional court pm tected from any

government or party political in teiference;
• freedom from all discri111.ina tion;
• freedom of association .and freedom of religion.

the economy on a path of sustained
gro wth . Th e  p riva te sector will be
encoura ged to in vest in productive
ventures. We w ill establish a recon
st�uction fund and seek beneficial 

internat io nal a id and loa ns.
Co ns iderable sums of money already
go to education and health services. 
But the results are poor because of
cor rupt ion, bureaucracy and racial 

disc r im inat ion.

Peace and security for all.
As the or ganisat ion that rep resents

the vict ims of apartheid we under stand
the difference between a government 

that int im idates1 and one that ca res. To
a ch ieve ·peace

) 
what is needed is a

gove rnment that t ruly rep resen ts a ll
South Africans, and a po lice fo r ce that's
ac coun table to the commun it ies it
se rve s.

We are comm itted to deal in g  firmly
w ith all f o rms of v io lence and c r ime.
At the same t ime we w ill introd ttce a
p rogr amme to promo te po litical 
tolerance and peaceful ways o f  dealing
w ith political differences . A huge effort
w ill be made to put a stop to gun
smug g ling.

► Secu rit y force s .
It is essen t ia l  for peace that a ll

secu r ity forces reflec t so ciety's ra cial 
and gender character, and that they 

upho ld the con st i tution and re spect 
human ri ghts . The new defence force 

will  be a vo lunte e r  army tha t will  a lso
be used productive ly to improve ski lls
o f  the youth . Those serv ing in the 

presen t forces will  be encou raged to 

cont inue in l ine with the new cu ltur e .
L ike all  c iv i l servan ts , th ey w ill be 
guaranteed th e ir pen sions on retire-
men t o r  re sign a tion .

► E qua lity befo re the law . 
I t  i s  es sen ti a l to hav e a cour t sy stem

th a t refle ct s socie ty ' s raci a l and gender
ch aracte r and th a t provide s fairnes s and 

equ ality . Deten tion with ou t tria l will
b e  ab o li s h ed . I t i s  essenti a l t h a t leg a l

aid be made mo re affordable and more
accessible to everyone.

Taking our righiful place in the world.
The ANC and its leaders enjoy

recognition and respect worldwide as
upholders of democracy and human
rights. The ANC) more than any other 

party, will be able to help South Africa
make a meaningful contribution to the
wor ld community in its efforts to
promote democracy and human rights.
We w i ll  he lp w i th the economic
deve lopment and integration of
Southern Africa, and will encourage
re lations w ith the world in sports,
cu lture and tourism. South Africa will
become f u ll  members of the Organ
isat ion of African Un ity, the Un ited
N a t ions and other bodies and ensure
that our continent and its problems are
not igno red by the rest of humankind.

A Pledge .

The po licies outlined above1 lay the
founda tion for us to work together to
change South Africa for the better . We
re cognise the dep th of our country 's .
crisi s, but are conv inced that po l itical
w ill

) 
an env ironment of peace and

stability and a technica lly sound
programme will he lp achieve our goa l of
recon s truc tion and developmen t .

We p ledge to spare no efforts to 

rea lise these ideals . Above all
) 

success 

depends on the active participation of
a ll , a tradi tion which we w ill ca rry 

into government .
Tog eth er as South Africans 

- men
and women of al l c olours1 y oung and
old, urban and rura l 

- we can build a
bette r l ife fo r a l l .

• 

llicr _ fc J  peace, joh s a 11 d.fi'ee rfo 111 " - i s availabl e a ( n o  cost from a ll  regiona l ANC office s countrywide . O r  w rite fo r a cop y t o  ANC , DIP PO BO X 6 1 8  8 4 , i\! Iarslialltoum 2 I 07 . Pleas e incllfrf e R5 .
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