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PREFACE . 

My Fellow Citiuns: 

l offer to )IOU a true story of t!te struggle of t!tc Boers in Soutlt
Africa. It unll be sent to every one w!to makes application jot it. 

If you feel after reading tlte storJ' t!tat it is wortlt sometlting tlf' 
learn tlte real "grievances," not of t!te " Uitlanders," but of t!te 
" Inlanders" 011 Sout!t African soil, I s!tall feel ltigltly rewarded if 
you wtfl send a little cmttribution to one of tltc local committees, 
wladt J ltopc wtfl soon be organi:::ed all ova tlte counbJ', to receive 
money for tltc. ~vo1mdea. 

fVe will probably not be so fortunate as to smd a hospital s!tip 
to ,")outlt-Africa. If ~ue could, I s!tould like to see it named" Oom 
Paul," but I do not dare to entertain suclt expectations. It <uill be 
?.Vdl to i1~(orm )lOll t!tat t!te committees ltm•c opmed co1mmuticatiou 
wit!t t!te Red-Cross Society at tltc Hague, in tlte Net!terlands, and 
all amounts, small or large. will be tltankfully recci<•ed. I lzopc 
t!tc editors of newspapers will kindlj• assist in t!tis etfort to lulp 
tlte relief fund for our wounded bret!trm in far Soutlt .-J.frica. 
T!te generosity of tlzc American people is too well-known, and a 

call to tlwt ejj'at ltas never remained unanswered. 

I express my gratitude for tlte SJ"npat!ty tltc press !tas s!tOW7l to 
t!tc Bocrs' cause, and espcciallj• for its friendly attitude tcr&ard 
!Item in my !tome cit_;•, con<•inced as I am tltat it will continue tlzc 
good work. 

I t!tank my frimd H. H. de Vos, in .\TL'tu York, ex- Vice Consul 
of tlte 1Vctltcrlands in Constantinople and Hamburg, for lzis assist
ance in t!te translation of docummts, and 71l)' frimds in t!te East 
and T Vest for t!ttir encouragement, t!tcir mt!msiasm and dc<•otion 
to tlu: Bocrs' caust', and finallj•, I ask. consideration for lite litcrmJ' 
slzortcomings of t!tc work, not for my own sake, but for illat 
of t!tt !Jon-s. 

SiiiC£'1'l'lj• j'Oili'S, 

C. W. VA .V DER H OOG T. 

Baltimore, ./VId., No<,cmbcr 27, 1 99 · 
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STEPHANUS J. PAULUS KRUGER, 

PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIC. 



THE STRUGGLE OF OUR BRETHREN 
IN SOUTH-AFRICA TO MAINTAIN 

THEIR INDEPENDENCE. 

A COM MUNICATION TO THE AMERICA PEOPLE. 

'' Oh Lord, we thank Thee for Thy good ne s and mercy Thou 
hast bestowed upon us to make our land and people free and 
independent." 

These simple words were spoken year · ago by President 
Kruger from the pulpit of the Dutch Reformed Church in 
Zaandam, Holland, as the guest of my brother, Rev. M. J. 
Van der Hoogt, to a great multitude, who came to see and to 
g reet "the grand old man " from South Africa. This took 
place on the occa ion of hi visit to Holland, after the Conven
tion made with the British Government at London, in 1884. 
He preached a sermon and at the same time he gave a 
little sketch of the struggle in which his people have been 
engaged for almost a century. Hi touching story, told in 
plain and implc language, compelled tears from the eye · 
of his audience. Those who were present will never lo e 
the impression his appearance mad!! upon them. They will 
remember Oom Paul with sympathy, admiration and respect. His 
people believe hi word ·, because he is a Christian in the noble 
se nse of the word ; and becau ·e he love them and i beloved 
by them. And yet, many stories about his barbarism have 
been told! Ilow much injustice he has endured from the hands 
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of his accusers! Those who have once met this noble figure, 
looked in his kind but resolute eyes and grasped his firm 
hand, know why his people admire and love him. He deserves 
the confidence of his country, which he serves with a devotion 
perhaps unequaled in this world. 

He soon after left Holland and returned to his native land 
with great satisfaction, having accomplished a good work in 
making his country FREE AND lNDEPE DENT. That hateful 
word "suzerainty" had disappeared from the articles of the 
new convention. As the head of a sovereign power, though 
humble and small in compass and population, he arrived in the 
capital of the South-African Republic as the preserver of his 
people. The country prospered. He now is serving his fourth 
term as President of that sturdy Dutch Republic, which has 
proven and is now proving to the world that it is in existence 
as a free and independent nation. Years have passed in peace 
under his administration, but circumstances always made it 
necessary to keep a watchful eye upon the movements of Great 
Britain. The output of the gold mines increased. The country 
developed into one of the richest in the world. But this increase 
of wealth was not to the benefit of the farming population in 
the Republic, but to adventurers who swarmed into its domain 
from all lands to hunt for gold. The government made mining
laws more liberal than those of any other country, and they 
were made in such a way as to prevent capitalists from obtain
ing monopolies. The object wa to suit the mixed population, 
but the complaints of the English adventurers never ceased. 

Their constant desire was to see the Republic become a part 
of the Empire of Great Britain. Their first demonstration to 
that end took place when in r 890 President Kruger visited 
Johannesburg. The flag of the Republic was pulled down from 
the government building by these aliens and the President was 
insulted by them. Then came the notorious Jameson raid in 
r 896, and finally, the so-called "Grievances of the Uitlanclers."* 

*Uitlander means new-comer or non-citizen. 



7 

Many misleading and designedly false tatements have been 
made relative to the Transvaal's President and the Boers. 
The English press seems always eager to attack the President 
personally, even in his private life, and they endeavor to have 
these stories widely circulated, especially on this side of the 
ocean. Many exaggerated statements have been published as 
to his accumulation of wealth, for instance, that the President 
by his economy and that of .Mr.' . Kruger has saved his annual 
salary and lived on his coffee money-$ I ,500 per annum-which 
he receives in addition. o ignobler attack could have been 
made, and I repeat what I have said on the subject in an inter
view with a reporter of the Baltimore American (October 27) : 

"Those who are acquainted with the way of life in outh 
Africa know that it would be impossible to live on such a small 
sum, as the humblest state official gets almost that amount of 
salary. Life in South Africa, especially in Tran -vaal, is very 
expensive, and it takes a large urn to live in the way the Pres
ident does. 

"The so-called coffee-money is simply for audience expense. 
It is an old fashion of the Dutch, not only in South Africa, but 
all over the world, . where they are located, to offer their guests 
coffee, and President Kruger has his audiences early in the 
morning. Everybody i allowed to see him, and no one will 
leave before receiving a treat of coffee, with cake. I am sure 
that Mrs. Kruger needs all the money allowed for this audience 
expense, and probably more, f0r the army of guest daily vi it
ing the President. At half-past five in the morning the Presi
dent is to be found under his veranda to receive every burgher 
without any ceremony. Oom Paul and Tante Kruger are very 
hospitable and generous to the poor, ~and I know that they do 
much good without making it public. Both would be ready to 
give up at any time all they have to save their beloved country. 

"The words 'oom' and 'tante' mean uncle and aunt, and 
from olden times the Dutch have given these names to popular 
and beloved persons. The people are devoted to them, and the 
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President and Mrs. Kruger regard it as an honor to be called 
by these pet names. 

"An African Boer could never become rich in money, but 
only in land and cattle. Money was always scarce in the 
Transvaal, and especially before gold was discovered. They 
have not profited by it. There has been from the English side 
much talk of filling the pockets of the Boers and accumulation 
of wealth. This is unjust. The Boers in general are to-day 
no better off than they were before the gold discovery. They 
love their land and their cattle, and they are not anxious to 
become gold-hunters or rich mine-owners." 

The continual assaults upon Mr. Kruger and the comments 
upon his private life show the sad lack of good arguments, and 
it may be asked with what right the English could resent 
attacks upon the Queen, when they resort to the same con
temptible methods in regard to the official head of a friendly 
State? 

The object of the publication of this book is to enlighten 
the American people and to demonstrate that it is not the 
Boers but England that is in the wrong. Our people have 
been wrongly informed on the South African question, because 
they have heard so many one-sided statements which came 
from English sources. 

Those of us who know the true state of affairs owe it to the 
citizens of thi: great Republic to inform them about the plain 
facts, based upon official data set forth in the following docu 
ments placed at my disposal : 

1st. "A Century of Injustice," containing a true history of 
the oppression of the Boers by English intrigues. 

zd. "An Earnest Representation and Historical Reminder 
to Her :Majesty Queen Victoria," written by Vice-President 
P. ]. Joubert, showing that the kind hearted General, Com
mander-in-Chief of the army of the Boers, although always 
ready to defend his country, has done everything in his power 
to convince Her Majesty the Queen of the wrongs done by her 
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·Government and ~ubjects to his people and to avoid a bloody 
war. 

3d. Copies of a proclamation of President Stein of the 
Orange Free State, and the cablegrams, containing evidence of 
his efforts to maintain peace, although being finally compelled 
to stand by his kinsmen and take up arms again t Great Britain. 

For those who have closely followed the history of the 
trouble between England and the South African Republic from 
the beginning, it will be plainly seen that a plan was prepared by 
Cecil Rhodes, with the approval of Mr. Chamberlain, to make 
the South African Republic British territory, and as a con ·e
quence the Orange Free State, being then the only obstacle in 
the way of the proposed scheme, would have to follow the fate 
of her sister republic. 

The so-called grievances of the Uitlanders have been used 
as a pretext to execute the proposed scheme. 

The New Yo1k IT'orld has taken the pains to enlighten its 
millions of readers in respect to the scheme, and for this the 
struggling Boers owe much gratitude for its un elfi,.h work, 
especially in regard to its well-kno\\'n petition to President 
McKinley. In its number of October 20th, under the heading, 
·«Republic must go, Chamberlain tells the Parliament," the 
14/orld states the substance of the British contention as follows: 

"Great Britain must remain the paramount power in South Africa. 
I Clo not mean paramouut in the German and Portuguese possessions, 
but in the two republics and tl!e Briti lJ colonies. 

"The whole object of the Bol'rs l!as been to oust the Queen from 
her position as suzerain Now they have thrown off the ma k and 
-declared themselves a sovereigu, independent tate. 

"The Transvaal and the Free! tate have au ideal which is dangerous 
to Great Britain.'' 

The TVorld of the same date abo prints the follo\\"ing dis
patch from London : 

"LoNDON, October 19.-Chamber!ain'~ defeuse of IJ1s policy and 
diplomacy in the House of Commons to-night attracted au immense 
audience, including Ambassador Choate, wlJo sat in tlJe Diplomatic 
-Gallery, between the Danish ami tlJe SpJ.nish Autbassadurs, tlJrou:hont 
the 16o-miuute speech. 

, .. 
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"Mr. Chamberlain's performance was disappointing in every aspect. 
He opened with a fierce personal attack on Philip Stanhope, who had 
challenged him to answer Stead's charges, and was called to order by 
the Speaker for implying that Stanhope was dishonest. 

"Mr. Chamberlain claimed that the Jameson raid chapter was 
clo;:;ed by the findings of the Parliamentary inquiry. This evasion 
excited loud protest from the Opposition, and gained increased cred
ence for Mr. Stead's accusation that Mr. Chamberlain was an accomplice 
in the raid. 

"Mr. Stanhope also challenged Mr. Chamberlain to produce a letter 
written to Mr. Chamberlain before the Jameson raid inquiry by l\Ir. 
Hawkesley, the Secretary of the British Bouth Africa Company. 1\Ir. 
Chamberlain refused to submit the letter to Mr. Stanhope, but offered, 
if he should be asked to do so, to show it to Harcourt or Bannerman, 
who, however, were both parties to the hushed-up raid inquiry. 

"The World correspondent learns that this letter is a long document, 
containing specific proofs of the complicity of the Colonial Office in the 
Jameson raid, and threatening Mr. Chamberlain with exposure for 
denouncing its promoters in the House of Commons. 

"Bannerman refuses to accept Chamberlain's offer hy asking for the 
letter, but Harconrt has not definitely replied so far. 

"Mr. Chamberlain's position was much weakened by to-night's 
proceedings " 

In the World of October 21 appeared a dispatch from Lon
don showing the programme for the de.;truction of the two 
Dutch Republics and the intention to annex the :::ountries of that 
people. The dispatch is as follows : 

"LONDON, October 2 0 .-It is reported that Great Britain's immense 
military preparations against two insignificant republics are viewed with 
considerable curiosity in some of the European capitals, notably in 
Paris and St. Petersburg. 

"Notes have been exchanged on the subject, and it is even hinted 
in unofficial quat ters that inquiries will be addressed to the British 
Go,·erument as to the contemplated absorption of the two republics by 
the British Empire. 

"The Press Association announces to-night, with an air of authority, 
that the Government's plan is to terminate the war in the speediest 
manner possible after the forts at Pretoria and Johannesburg have been 
razed, and then to promulgate by order of the Queen in council a new 
constitution for a group of five fe leral state.>-Cape Colony, the Trans
vaal, Natal, the Orange River Free State and Rhodesia-under the title 
of the Dominion of South Africa, the crown to nominate a Governor
General and the five states having power each to elect its own Lieu-
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tenant-Governor and to have local Legislature, with a Dominion Parlia
ment to meet at Cape Town. 

"With some modifications, the scheme is based upon lines similar 
to those of the Canadian Government." 

I wish to further call the attention to what a subject of the 
Queen of England says, which is printed in the same paper, 
~ovember I zth : 

THE HERITAGE OF HATE. 

In a letter to the London Times F. C. Selons, the famous Englisll 
hunter and traveller in South Africa, says: 

"Righly or wrongly, Pre~ident Kruger has evidently thought that the 
real object of those who, both in this country and South Africa, have 
ever since the failure of the raid been carrying on the campaign against 
his government, were to do away with the i11dependence of tlze Transvaal, 
either by force of arms or by forcing him to pass such laws as would in 
a short time allow the British Outlanders to vote him out of existence, 
and he .has therefore gone on arming ever since, and ji11ally in seif
defense precipitated the prese11l war. 

"Whether all the wrong lies with the stubborn, narrow-minded but, 
in my opinion, honest old President, history will determine. No man 
born and bred in England that is a man at all, however much he may 
deplore the war, can fail to have been thrilled to the very marrow of 
his bones by the splentlid valor that has already been shown by our 
British soldiers manfully doing their duty in South Africa, uor will the 
generous-minded withhold their meed of praise from the brave Dutch
men who are so stubbornly fighting for what they believe to be a sacred 
cause. 

"But, though our brave soldiers will win honor in this war, aud 
though the war may be an expeilient war from the point of view of those 
who believe that it will bring about an enormous increase of material 
prosperity to South Africa in the immediate future, I believe in my i11most 
soul t/zat it is not a just war, that it cottld have been avoided, that it can 
bring this country no honor, and that it will be the cause of much future 
trouble. I would remind Dr. Hillier that itjs of the utmost importance 
to look upon the crisis in the Transvaal not merely from a Johaune!';
burg, cut from a South African, point of view. 

" /Ve lost our American colonies !lu·ouglz endcavoring- to impose laws 
Which were distasteful to and ;eerc resented by, not all, but a majoritv of 
l!ze colonists. This war is resented by t!ze m tjorily of 1/ze colonists of .'i'ouliz 
··l.frica-tlle Dutch Africanders-lw one yd lnzou.•s /io;e bitler. 

"Accorcliug to Dr. Hillier, the Dutch double their members in outh 
Africa in twenty-five years. There are now some five hundred thou and 
of them. Iu twenty-five years they will numbel' a million, and in fifty 
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years will have increased to two millions. They will always form the 
vast majority of the people who live on the land in Sonth Africa, while 
the British will live in the towns and on the mines and lead much less 
healthy lives." 

The action of ir Alfred Milner, the British high commis
sioner, clearly demonstrates that he was, and is, in perfect 
harmony with the policy of Messrs. Cecil Rhodes and Cham
berlain, and that his attitude was, and is, the same. 

I have in my posession a copy of the minutes of the con
ference held between her Majesty's high commissioner, Sir 
Alfred :\1ilner, and President Kruger, in which it is clearly 
demonstrated that Transvaal has abundant grievances against 
England, and that the complaints of the Outlanders amount 
to minor charges of a few malcontents. 

President Kruger proved by sworn statements that among 
the 2 I ,ooo names of alleged petitioners of so-called English 
subjects, asking the Queen to interfere, many were entirely 
unknown in the community, and that others were forgeries, 

and of those known, even women and children signed this 
petition. 

The 2J,OOO signatures of Uitlanders who declared their 
loyalty to the government of their adopted country, England 
simply ignored. 

l\Iany Englishmen want all the privilege of the country, 
but at the same time they desire and intend to remain British 
subjects, and these are the complainers! 

To give an illustration of falsehood, in which the so-called 
petitioners asked England to interfere in behalf of the" sup
pressed Gitlanders," I selected from the many sworn affidavits 
(printed in the Transvaal Green Book) one which is from an 
American citi::en. It reads as follows : 

Appearing before me, Justice of the Peace in Johannesburg, 
South African Republic, this day, the 24th of April, 1899, 
Thomas Bernard Regan swears and declares : 

"I live 33 Critic Building, Johannesburg, and I am an Ameri
can citizen. Some time ago, before it became known that 



there was to be sent a petition to Her Majesty the Queen of 
England, claiming that it contained 2 I ,000 signatures, a certain 
Alexander A. Banier approached me with a few sheets of 
blank paper, with some numbers of pa~cs on the top, asking 
me to sign a petition . I a ked him to show me the petition, 
and he answered that he had not the petition with him. but that 
the contents were to a,k the British intervention in the affairs 
of the Trans\·aal. I refused to sign. He remained in my 
presence and approached a Mr. Schimmclhusch, asking him the 
same question. I overheard the com·ersation, and among other 
things, Schimmclbusch said: 'How do I know that I am not 
signing my death warrant? ' I was curiou · and gave all my 

attention to the incident. I saw that Banier went to a table, 
sat down and commenced to write. Afterwards he rose from 
the table and showed me the . ame sheets of paper. I discO\'
ereu that they were now filled with from ten to fifteen names. 
\\'hen he showed this to me, he said: 'How's that?' I 

looked at him and hi papers \\ ith astonishment. I swear 
positive that it had been utterly imposible to get thesP signa
tures and I am convinced that these names were forgeries." 

worn before me, 
Signed: 

igned: T. B. REAGAN. 

S:viUTS DE \'ILLIERS, 
7usticc of the Peace. 

"Sir Alfred Milner's frank a\·owal of the underlying pur
po e of the war on the Boers,". ay · the TVorld in its number of 
• T ovember 5th, " exposes the insincerity of the pretense that it is 
to defend tbe Uitlander ," and published a special dispatch 
from London, dated November 4th, which is as follows: 

"Sir Alfred ~Iilner's declaration to ]aJJtes ::\:Iolteuo (a member of 
the C'ape Legislature and the leader of the Dutch majority in the 
Ilouse of A sembly) wheu asked the reason for the wBr-"I am 
determined to break the dominion of Afrikanderdom "-is regarded as 
the gravest, most sinister di clo. ure yet made of the spirit in which 
Mr. Chamberlain, tile Imperial Secretary for the Colonies, aud ~Iilner, 
the British High Commissioner iu outh Africa, cold-bloodedly forced 
the war. 
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"Molteno's interview with :\1ilner took place four days before the 
issue of the Boer ultimatum, aud when Miluer wa;; unable to answer 
Molteno's argument to prove that the war is unjustifiable, he close<l the 
<:onversation with the declaration above cited. 

"This not only tears the mask from the pretense that the Outlan
ders' grievances spurred Chamberlain and Milner to action, hut it 
makes plain to the Dutch majority in Cape Colony and in outh Africa 
generally that they are to be placed in a positton of permanent subj ec
tion to the British minority. Already, indeed, this policy is being 
openly proclaimed by the lea lers of the South African League, the capi
talist body whose instrument :\lilner was throughoLlt the negotiations. 

"The Chronicle cable from Cape Town, printecl to-rlay, says the news
papers there not ouly are writing up aunex!ltion as a fore~one conclu
sion, but are going to the length of urgin'-! a readjustment of the Con
stitution so as to prevent the Dutch majority of the people of Cape 
Colony from asserting the rights of the majority. 

"Henry Laboucbere, speaking of the Molteno interview, say;: 
"'Thus the real ground for the war was carefully conceale·l until it 

was rendered inevitable, and those who plotted and manoeuvred for it 
now must count upon the passions aroused by actual conflict to secure 
oblivion for their bad faith alike to this country and to the Transvaal. 

"'As Mr. :\Iolteno justly observes, not only is the war itself bad 
enough, but the after effects will be, If possible, worse. The English 
and the Dutch will never come together again and South Africa will be 
a hell.' 

·• Xot a single jingo paper has attempted a wor•l of explanation or 
defense of Milner's polic~ as now exposed They probably are wailing 
for a cue from Cape Town." 

I have reason to suppose (consulting the documents in my 
possession) that the only man who was sincere and earnest in 
his desire to come to an understanding in order to settle the 
difficulties existing between Her Majesty's Government and the 
South African Republic and to prevent war, was Mr. Conyngham 
Green, the British Agent at Pretoria, and I believe the World 
was correct when it published, ~ ovember 12th, the following: 

"LONDON, Nov. I I.-With a full sense of the gravity of the state
ment, the lVorld correspondent asserts, upon trustworthy information, 
that Conyngham Greene, the British agent at Pretoria, had informally 
-come to a complete agreement with the Boer Government hortly before 
the issue of the Boer ultimatum, on all subjects iu dispute and had so 
adYised British High Commissioner l\1ilner. 

"Milner instantly repudiated Greene's action and rebuked bim for 
continuing informal negotiations, which, he said, could only lead to 
<:ornpromising entanglements. 
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"Evidence of this is in the hands of President Krnger, who, even 
under tremendous provocation to publish it, has withheld it because be 
and his colleagues are satisfied that Greene acted honestly throughout 
the negotiations, and that if be were a free agent the war would have 
been prevented. 

"Besides, the agreement, of course, was conditional upon its accept
ance by the High Commissioner, and in such cases it is customary, where 
stipulation of mutual secrecy is made , to keep the communications 
strictly confidential. 

"Mr. Greene's dispMches, as published, even in mutilated form, 
afford evidence that be was actuated throughout by a desire to secure 
peace. His only statement to the press since hi arrival here, which 
was treated as a mere perfunctory declaration, as umes a very serious 
import, in view of the unimpeachable information now gi\·en by the 
World. He said : 

"• I worked for peace up to the hour I left Pretoria, and parted with 
President Kruger on cordial terms.' 

"Sir Alfred Milner, at Cape Town, and Colonial Secretary Cham
berlain, in London, have avoweJ that they regarded war as inedtable 
for weeks before, but Conyngham Greene, the British agent at Pretoria, 
tlle man on the spot, and knowing all the circumstance and the real 
disposition of the Boer Go,·ernment, did not abandon hope of peace up 
to the llour he was forced to lea,·e Pretoria by the imperati,·e instruc
tions of High Commis~ioner Milner. 

"The truth is that Mr. Greene would have been remo\'ed from Pretoria 
long before-for the Rhodes party early pronounced llim wanting in 
firmness and he was an obstacle to the war policy of Chamberlain and 
Milner-had not Mr. Chamberlain been afraid to make a change at so 
critical a juncture, while 1\lr. Greene, though offered every inducement, 
would not desert his post. Evidence that Milner and Chamberlain 
regarded Greene's conduct with displeasure during the negotiations is 
abundant. When he went down from Pretoria he was hustled out of 
Cape Town by Milner by the fir . t homeward teamer. \\'hen he arrived 
here he found that :\1r. Chamberlain had left London for his country 
seat, and this important British envoy, coming direct from the capital 
of a country with which Great Britain is now at w·ar, has not yet been 
received by the head of his department so that he might convey his 
views verbally on the momentous situation. 

"Finding that Mr. Chamberlain, though within two hours of London, 
did not condescend to come up to see him or even ask him down to 
H:ighbury, Mr. Greene called at the Foreign..Office, where he saw Lord 
Salisbury, to whom he complained bitterly of the open discourtesy 
shown him by both Chamberlain and l\1ilner. He also went, as in duty 
bound, to the Colonial Office, where he was received by officials of no 
account . 

"lie has been treated as a diplomatist in di grace. His offence is 
that he honestly worked to prevent war." 
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The subject of "SuZERAINTY" which England claimed over 
the South African Republic has been discussed by many promi
nent scholars in this country, who reviewed the question from 
the English as well as the Boers' standpoint. The majority of 
them agree that the London convention of I884 did away with 
the worJ "Suzerainty" and the relation intended to be signified 
by that word, as it was acknowledged to be an obstacle in the 
way of the free and independent development of the republic. 
I could well pass over the whole subject, for in my humble 
opinion suzerainty is not. in existence; but as Her Majesty's. 
Government has again put that irrational claim to the front, I wi~h 
to prove with the evidences in my posession that the position of the 
South African Republic is correct. That England maintains its 
claim of "suzerainty " has been demonstrated by the fact that 
instead of the Department of Foreign Affairs negotiating with 
the South African Republic, the Colonial Office assumed the 
negotiations, and by so doing Great Britain has shown that she 
regarded the South African Republic as a vassal state. This was 
an unjustified act of Her Majesty's Government, and yet io 
order to avoid further trottble, the Secretary of State of the 
South African Republic did not stand upon his rights. It was 
not Mr. Chamberlain who should have been called upon to 
ettle the differences, but Lord Salisbury, and it is to be regretted 

that the latter did not conduct the negotiations, as I am firmly 
convinced that then this bitter war would not have taken place. 
When the representatives of South Africa signed the conven
tion of 1884, the convention of r88r was of course annulled. 
As an additional proof, it may be mentioned that the name 
"Transvaal" was changed into "the South African Republic," 
and it is obviou that the South African Government could 
never concede Mr. Chamberlain's novel claim that only the 
convention of I 88 I, but uot its preamble, wa~ superseded by the 
1884 com·ention. The situation is :1s follows: 

The Pretoria convention of r88 1 recognized the Republic's 
independence, but England reserved the control of external 
relations, including conclusion of treaties and the conduct of 
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diplomatic intercourse, which was to be carried on through 
British diplomatic and consular officers. This convention and 
its preamble were abrogated by the London con\'ention of r884, 

and Lord Derby (then Secretary of tate for the Colonies) dis
stinctly stated that the South African Republic will be left free 
to govern itself, to conduct its diplomatic intercourse and to 
shape its foreign policy, subject only to the provi ions of 

Article 4, providing that no treaty with a foreign countrr (other 
than the Orange Fr e _ tate) hall become effective without the 

approval of Her Majesty. In accordance with this treaty 
Baron Beelaerts van Blokland was recognized by Great Britain 
as minister plenipotentiary of the South African Republic and 

held this position until his death in I 89[ Moreover, the j 1 
South African Republic has appointed consuls throughout 
Europe, and the consul-general in London and consul in 
Durban were granted exequatur by the British Government, 

which has likewise asked exequatur for the British consLils in 
the Republic. 

It is, therefore, plain that the outh African Republic is a 
SO\'ereign and independent State. , \nother proof of its Sover
eignty is th:1t the Republic is admitted into the Postal Cnion 
and is a member of the Convention of Geneva. Furthermore, 
our own Go\'crnment as well as other Powers ha,·e been 
officially notified that there exists a tate of \\·ar bet\\·een Great 
Britain and the two South African Republics, and in \'iew of 
the generally admitted doctrine that there cannot be a state of 
war between a Suzerain and its \'assal, Great Britain in the 
face of this notice necessarily withJraws it · claims upon the 
South ,\frican Republic and it will require all of :\Ir. Chamber
lain's eloquence to explain away the inconsistency between this 
notice anct his claim of Suzerainty. Our Government and other 
powers ha\·e appointed consuls and received exequators from the 
Government of the South African Republic. 

till stronger evidence of independent overeignty. is the 

fact that the United State · Con . ul at Pretoria is acting in a 
protectorate capacity for Briti ·b ubjects: and, be it remem-
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bered, that this is at the special request of and as a matter of 
international courtesy to the British Government on the part of 
the United States and by order of our Secretary of State to 
that Consul. 

Furthermore, it is well known that by international law, even 
with all these dealings between our Government and that of 
Great Britain, the Consul at Pretoria could not act in such 
capacity without the consent of the Government of the South 
African Republic, which could at any time withdraw his 
exequator. 

Taking all these facts into consideration, it is plain that 
there cannot be any question of Suzerainty, and that the South 
African Republic was and is a sovereign wdependent State. 

The American Monthly, Review of Reviews, one of the fore
most magaz.ines in this country, published in its "Leading Arti
cles of the Month" (November number) under the title, "Mr. 
Chamberlain's Diplomacy," the following: 

"Diplomaticus" writes, in the Fortnigldly Review for October, 
on " Mr. Chamberlain's Mistakes." This writer especially cen
sures Mr. Chamberlain for putting forward a claim to the suzer
ainty of I 88 I : 

"Never," says' Diplomaticus,' "was a good cause compromised in a 
more unhappy and gratuitous fashion. To have raised this question at 
any time would have been unwise and superfluous, but to do it at a time 
when the first object of statesmanship was avowedly to solve the fran
chise question, was a fatal and unpardonable blunder. The claim was 
not only of very doubtful value, but it is absolutely futile and unprofit
able. There was absolutely no necessity for raising it. Even if the whole 
of Mr. Chamberlain's case were granted, the suzerainty for which he con
tends is an empty thing. It would not give us a single right or advant
age we do not already posse~s or which was not amply secured to us. 
The word alone, as used in the r8Sr preamble, has no effective meaning. 

"A GRAVE ERROR. 

"But the worst of l\Ir. Chamberlain's blunder in putting forward this 
doubtful and unnecessary contention is that he thereby prejurliced the 
chances of au amicable settlement of the franchise question, inasmuch 
as he embittered the Boers and gave them a grievance with which to 
appeal not only to Dutch sympathy, but to the sympathy of not a few 
leaders of public opinion in Europe. The extraor<,iinary thing is that 



19 

it was not raised in the heat of any controversy, but in the full tide of 
Sir Milner's conciliatory mission, awl. before the High Commissioner 
had come to the conclusion that diplomacy was useless to liberate the 
Uitlauders and the moment for intervention had arrived. Mr. Cham· 
berlain did not dream of it at the time of the raid, for when, in the nego
tiations which followed that deplorable act of folly, President Kruger 
referred to newspaper theories on the subject and declared roundly that 
the suzerainty' no longer exists,' he abstained from controverting him 
and correctly took his stand by Article rv. It was in October, r897, that, 
in answer to proposals for a scheme of arbitration to settle all dispute-; 
between Pretoria and Downing "ltreet, ~Ir. Chamberlain, for the first 
time for thirteen years, asserted the existence of the suzerainty in \'irtue 
of the r8Sr preamble. The Transvaal repudiated the claim, and Sir 
Alfred Milner himself, following- in the traditions of Sir Hercules Robin
sou and Lord Derby, was 'unable to see anything material in this con
troversy.' Nevertheless the Colonial Secretary persisted in it, with the 
result that, on May 9th of the present year, he received a note from Mr. 
Reitz, the ill-temper of which is apparent in every line, and especially 
in the extravagtnce and defirll!ce of the claim that the South African 
Republic is a 'sovereign international State.' 

"It is not difficult to nnderstaud this ill-temper. The Boers honestly 
believed that in r88.J. their diplomacy had obtained the revocation of the 
r88r preamble. Now, on the morrow of the raicl and on the eve of a 
fresh Uitlander campaign, when they had hoped to bargain for a further 
extension of their independence, they found themselves confronted by 
what they regarded as an at· empt to reduce them to the status of the 
r881 convention. It was under this agg-rieved impression that they went 
into the Bloemfontein conference. Can we wonder tha• the meeting 
failed? How Mr. Chamberlain came to play thi trnmp card into l\Ir. 
Kruger's hands passes my comprehension. The effect of the blunder is, 
however, clear, for if we have war it will not be on the question of a 
seven or five years' franchise, but, so far as Dutch public feeling is con
cerned, mainly on the question of the suzerainty." 

As to the FRANCHISE, although the British Go\·ernment had 
no right to interfere in the domestic affairs of the outh 
African Republic, President Kruger showed his willingness to 
yield to the demanded franchise, the mo t important of the 
"grievances of the Uitlanders." Laws were passed whereby 
the term of residence for naturalization was reduced. After 
two years' citizenship a new citizen could already be appointed 
Justice of the Peace and to other minor official positions. 
There were more privileges offered to them than in any other 
civilized country on the globe. 
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The following official messages to the Consul of Great Britain 
at Pretoria prove the sincerity of the South African Govern
ment to settle the differences: 

[TRANSLATION.] 

"DEPARTMENT oF FoRETC.:-< AFFAIRS, GovERN~ENT OFFICE, 

"PRETORIA, August 19, 1899. 
"Sir: 

"vVith reference to your request for a joint enquiry, contained 

in your despatches of 2 anu 3 August, the Government of the 
South African Republic have the honour to suggest the alter
native proposal for the consideration of Her Majesty's Govern
ment, which this Government trusts may lead to final settlement. 

·' 1. The Government are willing to recommend to the 
Volksraad and the People a five years retrospective franchise, 
as proposed by His Excellency the High Commissioner at 
Bloemfontein, on I June, 1899. 

'' 2. The Government are further willing to recommend to 
the Volksraad, that eight new seats in the First Volksraad and, 
if necessary, also in the Second Volksraad, be given to the 
population of the 'vVitwatersrand, thus with the two sitting 
members of the Goldfields, giving to the population thereof ten 
representatives in a Raad of thirty-six, and in future the repre
sentation of the Goldfields of this Republic shall not fall below 

the proportion of 1{ of the total. 
"3· The new burghers shall, equally with the old burghers, 

be entitled to vote at the election for State President and Com
mandant General. 

"4· Thi~ Government will always be prepared to take into 
con~ideration such friendly suggestions regarding the details of 
the Franchi e Law as Her :\Iajesty's Government, through the 
British Agent, may wish to convey to it. 

" S· In putting forward the above proposals the Government 
of the outh African Republic assumes: 
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"a. That Her British Majesty's Government will agree that 
the present intervention shall not form a precedent for future 
similar action and that in the future no interference in the inter
nal affairs of the Republic will take place. 

"b. That Her Majesty's Government will not further in ist 
on the assertion of the Suzerainty, the controversy on this sub
ject being allowed tacitly to drop. 

"c. That arbitration (from which foreign element, other than 
Orang-e Free State, is to be excluded) will be conceded as soon 
as the franchise cheme has become law. 

"6. Immediately on Her British Majesty's Government 
accepting this proposal for a settlement, the Government will 
ask the Volksraad to adjourn for the purpo e of consulting the 
people about it and the whole scheme might become law, say, 
within a few weeks. 

7· In the meantime the form and scope of the proposed 
tribunal arc also to be discu sed and provisionally agreed upon, 
while the franchise cheme is being referred to the people, so 
that no time may be lost in putting an end to the present state 
of affairs. 

The Government trusts that Her ~Iajesty ' s Government will 
dearly understand, that in the opinion of thi Government, the 
~xisting franchise law of this Republic is both fair and liberal 
to the new population, and that the consideration that induce· 
them to go further as they do in the above propo als, is their 
strong desire to get the contrO\'er ies between the two gO\·ern
ment ettled, and further to put an end to the present strained 
relations bct\\'ecn the two go\·crnments, and the incalculable 
harm and loss it has already occasioru:d in -outh Africa, and 
to prevent a racial war from the effects of which South Africa 
may not recover for many generations, perhaps never at all, and 
therefore this Government ha\·ing regard for all the~c circum
stances, would highly appreciate it, if Her :\Iajesty's Govern-
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ment, seeing the necessity of preventing the present crisis from 
developing still further, and the urgency of an early termination 
of the present state of affairs, would expedite the acceptance or 
refusal of the settlement here offered. 

"I have the honour to be, Sir, 
"Your obedient servant, 

"F. w. REITZ, 

"The Honourable 
"W. C oNYNGHAM GREENE, C . B., 

" British Agent, 
" Pretoria. 

[TRANSLATION.] 

" State Secretary. 

"DEPARTMEXT oF FoREIGN AFFAIRS, GovERNME:\'T OFFICE, 

"PRETORIA, August 2 I, I 899. 
"Sir: 

"In continuation of my despatch of the 19th instant, and with 
reference to the communication to you of the State Attorney 
this morning, I wish to forward you the following in explana
tion thereof, with the request that the same may be telegraphed 
to His Excellency the High Commissioner as forming part of 
the propo als of this Government embodied in the above named 
despatch: 

" 1. The proposals of this Government regarding the ques
tion of franchise and representation contained in that despatch 
must be regarded as expressly conditional, on Her Majesty's 
Government consenting to the points set forth in par. 5 of the 
despatch, viz.: 

"a. In future not to interfere in the internal affairs of the 
South African Republic. 

"b. 1'\ot to insist further on its assertion of the existence of 
the Suzerainty. 

"c. To agree to arbitration. 
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" 2. With reference to par. 6 of the despatch this GO\·ern
ment trusts that it is clear to Iler Majesty's Government that 
this Government has not consulted the Volksraad as to this 
question, and will only do so when an affirmative reply to its 
proposals has been received from Her Majesty's Government. 

"I have the honour to be, Sir, 
"Your obedient servant, 

,, F. \V. REITZ, 

" The honourable 
"W. Co YNGHAM GREE:\'E, C. B., 

" British Agent, 
" Pretoria." 

'' State Secretary. 

Mr. Chamberlain rejected the e reasonable propo als, and, 
instead of coming to a fair understanding, he increa.:;ed his 
demands. The Boers were di heartened and grieved. Conse
quently the South African Republic withdrew its proposals and 
asked Her Majesty's Government to stand by the original ones. 

:\Ir. Chamberlain replied by breaking off negotiations in the 
form of an ultimatum, saying: 

''The Imperial Governmeut are now compelled to consider the 
situation afresh and formulate proposals for a final settlem~nt of the 
issues which have been created in South Africa by the policy con tautly 
followed for many years by the Go\·erumeut of the South African 
Reoublic (the Transvaal). 

"Tiley will C011l11lllllicale tile reszdf of llieir de!iberatio11s in a later 
despatcil." 

It was then September 22nd. The promised propo a! were 
not forthcoming. The efforts of :\1r. Greene, the Consular Agent 
in Pretoria, who seemed to have recommended the acceptance 
of the Republic's proposals, were in vain. In the meantime, and 
previous to these negotiations, war preparation· were going on 
and a cry for \\'ar was heard in the English Parliament. To 
gain time was the scheme for the present, until the British 
Government had a sufficient army landed, so as to dictate 
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to the Boers its o\l'n terms. The Government at Pretoria 
waited for Mr. Chamberlain's "new proposals" until October 
9th, after which they demanded a withdrawal of the troops from 
the borders of both Republics, and that the dispatch of troops 
to South Africa, pmding t!te negotiations, should stop. Again 
the Government of the outh African Republic offered arbitra
tion and was ready to name the Government of the United 
States or the Republic of Switzerland as the arbitrator, but it 
was ignored. Does it not convince every impartial person of 
the justice of the cause of the Boers, that they were willing to 

arbitrate and let others decide upon the que tion. who is in the 
wrong? \Vould that not have been the honest way out of the 
difficulies? 

The Hon. Andrew Carnegie, the great philanthropist, says, 
in an interview with the Duke of Manchester, which the 1.Vcw 
}~ork 7oumal gives in Its number of ~ovember I 2th: 

'• I suppo e you know what my views are on the subject of the two 
wars which are occupying the respective attention of the two Anglo~ 
Saxon nations. As to Great Britain's war with the Transvaal, I consider 
it an unjustifiable and entirely unnecessary one. 

"ENGLAND MISTAKEN ON FACTS. 

"I have a peculiar and intimate knowledge of the inner workings 
and inne~ meanings and origin of this dispute, and I can assure you 
that the British Government has an entirely wroug conception of the 
true state of the British subjects in the Transvaal before the war. 
Further, I do not believe that Great Britain will ever be able to hold 
permanently the Transvaal. To me Sir Alfred Miluer was merely a 
reckless, though, of course, clever young man, who has dashed into this 
business without sufficient grasp of his subject. 

"To say that the Boer ultimatum caused war is a mistake; for war, 
in fact, was declared virtually from the momeut Great Britain began to 
strengthen lzer forces in South Africa. Of course, from that moment it 
would have been military madness of the Boers to sit still and wait 
preparations to be made for an overwhelming force to be thrown on 
them at the beginning of the proceedings. Their only chance was to 
hit first, and keep on hitting while they could. 'What a setback,' Mr · 
Caruegie exclaimed, turning to me, says the Duke, 'to tho e impetnous 
aud sanguine prophets who anticipated full~dress route march to 
Pretoria ! ' " 
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My fello,,·-citizens, judge for yourseh·es, what could the two 
Republics do under these circumstances? There was nothing 
else to be done than to call the burghers to arms for the 
defense of their liberty, independence and homes from 
foreign invasion. The war was forced upon them by a powerful 
and relentless foe, whose creed is that might makes right, and 
who is bent upon the conque. t of weaker nations wherever 
opportunity may safely uffer. The Boers have made all the 
concessions they could make. 

Tltc Baltimore American, which has from the beginning 
proved to be thoroughly posted on the South African que-tion, 
and to which I offer my thanks in behalf of my friends in ~ outh 
Africa for its clear statements of the situation, says, in its edi

torial, "Exasperating the Boers," Sept. 17th: 

"Mr. Chamberlain's latest communications to the Transvaal were 
evidently written at the dictation of the British go,·erument, and for the 
purpose of avoiding war. Had they been written by any otller member 
of the Cabinet, they would have been more likelihood of avoiding ho -
tilities. The arrogant tone of the despatches will ,grate upon the Hoers, 
already sufficiently exasperated. and the constant juggle of word will 
increase the very strong suspicion of tile British government',; insin
cerity. To say that England has no desire or intention to interfere with 
the independence of the Transvaal or its internal affairs, and in the 
same breath demand that the republic shall frame its laws to the min
utest details as Chamberlain directs, must sound absurd to people unfa
miliar with Mr. Chamberlain's recent course. 

"Not only is the naturalization of foreigners to be regulated in 
accordance with the precise demands of Chamberlain, but the procedure 
of the Transvaal Parliament is also to be adjusted to his way of think
ing, even to the naming of the language in which the speaker is to be 
.addressed. While asserting the independence of the republic and the 
freedom of its internal affairs from interference, he insists that contracts 
which the Transvaal government has made for manufactures shall be 
abrogated, because Englaud can furnish them cheaper. These arro
gant demands are based upon a conveutiou. between the two countries, 
in which the Transvaal agrees not to make treaties "ith any foreign 
~ountries without the approval of Great Britain. Thi' is absolutely the 
only privilege given to England by the London convention, and, for 
fear that there might be some miscoustrul:liou of it, the Britsl1 Premier, 
under whom it was made, assured the Boers solemnly in writing that it 
did not furnish the basis for interference of any sort in the affairs of 
their country. 
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"It is not likely that the Boers will give heed to these last com
munications more than to those which preceded them. Tilrough the 
arrogant assumption of the Colonial Secretary there can be plainly seen 
an effort for another conference, but tile Beers will probably construe 
this as a device to gain time, while concentrating what the British Gov
ernment believes to be a sufficient force to overwhelm the Transvaal. 
The Boers are a shrewd race, and very independent. They do not hesi
tate to depose their own rulers if the policy of the latter do not suit 
them. Their military organization is simple, but very strong. They 
can mobilize their entire army in three days, and if General Joubert 
refuses to go to war they will have no trouble in replacing him. The 
mau who whipped Jameson's meu was a private. With four hundred 
soldiers he made short work of Jameson's sixteen hundred. Every man 
in the Republic is a soldier, and can be ready, with his travel rations, 
for action in twenty-four hours, while the majority of the women, who 
are as brave as their husbands and brothers, and as good marksmen, 
remain at home to defend the fireside." 

I have written an article which was published in T!te Balti

more Sun, of September I sth, from which I repeat this statement: 

"If Americans in general knew the real history of that coun
try (the South African Republic), and the unreasonable demands 
of that mighty power, England, which always wishes to meddle 
in the domestic affairs and dictate the government of the Boers, 
they would stand up as one man for that sturdy sister Republic, 
with its patriotic President, Oom Paul. President Krugcr has 

proved to the whole world that he is -:apablc of leading his 
people, who are honest, kind-heartcd and civilized." 

Mr. Chamberlain, speaking of the Jameson raid, said m his 
speech in the House of Commons on :\fay 8th of the present 
year: 

"To go to war with President Kruger to enforce upon him reforms 
in the internal affair:> of his State, in which Secretaries of State, stand
ing in their places, have repudiated all right of interference-that would 
be a course of action which would be immoral." 

And yet l\Ir. tead, the -\\·ell-known apostle of peace, in his 
Rcvie·w of Rc<.icws, openly accuses Mr. Chamberlain of being 

an accomplice in that raid. He says that Jameson, Rhode and 
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Chamberlain were in constant communication before the raid 
was accomplished. 

The South African Republic insisted upon an indemnity, and 
Sir John Milner promised that his government would take it 
under consideration, but it never came. 

Here again is an illustration of the action of a great power 
toward a little republic. If that had occurred in this or any 
other large country it would have lead to a war or an apology 
with the payment of an immense amount of indemnity to the 
injured party, but when it took place in that little country in 
South Africa, the claim was simply ignored. 

The following editorial in the Baltim01e h.merican, of Octo
ber 30th, under the caption "" ot a \Var for Humanity," gives 
an illustration of Mr. Chamberlain's attitude : 

"1\Ir. Chamberlain, in explaining to the British Parliament the 
course of Great Britain in South Africa, compared it with tile 
course of the United tates in Cuban affairs There is uo analog-y 
between the two cases. It would be more nearly correct were England 
substituted for Spain in comparing the two policies. The Cuban , wllo 
were but forty or fifty miles from our sl!ores, has been intermittently 
figl!ting for freedom for more than a quarter of a century. They had 
already fought a ten-years' war, with indecisive results, aud had begun 
another, which treatened to la~t fully a long and to destroy e,·ery 
vestige of civilization on the island. pain had contemptuously di re
garded every principle of civilized warfare, and had actually starved 
hundreds of thousands of innocent people, who had nothing to do with 
the war. It was evident that unless tile war was stopper! an entire race 
of people would be blotted out of exi tence, and this atrocity was occur
ring within almost can non sllot of our shores. 

"The 'C'nited States Government, under the circumstances, notified 
Spain to put down the insurrection within a certain time and end these 
atrocities or it would be compelled to interfere. 'fhe proof was abun
dant that, after pain's sham elTorts to end the atrocities, they were 
considerably worse than before, and there was not the slightest proba
bility of an eud to tbe war during the pr4:sent generation. The fact 
speak for themselves, and the interference of the United States needs 
no explanation, and no nation thoul{ht it did at the time it occttrred. 
This does not appear to have hel'n the <iltitnde of Great Britain to the 
Dutch republics. There was no war in South Africa which needed the 
intervention of England. The only speck of war was when Jame~on s 
raiders, four years ago, rode into the Trao ·vaal, with the tacit approval 
of Mr. Chamberlain. It was convenient for the Colonial 'ecretary to 
deny this, but the letters are in existence which prove it. 
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"The raid was a short and inglorious one. The Outlanders, for 
whose benefit it was ostensibly planned, and who, according to Mr. 
Chamberlain, outnumber the Boers three to one, didn't strike a blow for 
liberty. This is not much like the Cubans, who had been fighting dur
ing the better part of a generation. They did not fight because they 
had no reason to fight. They were satisfied with their treatment. They 
were not sitting up of nights howling over the franchise. They wanted 
the franchise, but they also wanted-that is, the English-to retain their 
English citizenship, and that is what Mr. Chamberlain had the effron
tery to demand of the Dutch republic. Even this was a subterfuge. 
\Vhenever the Transvaal expressed a wi.lingness to meet the English 
demands they were enlarged. 

"The Jameson raid was the real beginning of the war, and if Mr. 
Cbrtmberlain himself can discover in that or the subsequent proceeding 
anything more than greed and rapacity-in short, any vestige of 
humanity or civilization-he will be recognized as the most astute of 
moral philosophers. Two little peaceful republics, settled by a brave 
and virtuous people, are to be deliberately destroyed and the country 
made a howling wilderness, to meet the exigencies of Chamberlain's 
political career. That was not the way we did in Cuba. The Untted 
States ended tbe most horrible war e\•er waged in modern times, and the 
island is beginning to blossom as the rose." 

A splendid editorial, "Chamberlain and the Boers," appeared 
in the Baltimore News, of N"ovember 7th, to which my reader's 
attention is re pectfully called: 

"\Vbile the English people have been a unit upon the subject of the 
prosecution of the war with the South African Republics, and even 
those who most severely criticised the policy of the British Government 
before Kruger's ultimatum appeared, have dropped their criticism for 
the time being. It should not for a moment be forgotten by Americans 
that that policy was steadily condemned by the mo3t sober and weighty 
English opinion, as well as by the almost unanimous voice of the other 
countries of Europe In America, there is undoubtedly a wide diverg
ence of opinion, and it is worth , .... bile to draw attention to one chief 
cause of uch divergence. Tho e who espouse the English side of the 
quarrel seem to o,·erlook entirely a distinction which is of the utmost 
importan~e in the matter. That the Outlanders bad real grievances, 
that England was justified in u ing pressu1·e to get these grievances 
lightened or remo,·ed, that the Boer Republic does not conform to the 
present standards of Europe in many respects-all this is one thing; 
the question whether England was therefore justified in driving the 
Boers into a corner, and making them feel that they must either fight 
for their existence or tamely submit to the extinction of their national 
identitv, is quite another matter. 
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"The grievances of the Outlanders were certainly not of a S'"lrt to 
cry out for immerliate remedy, or to shock the sense of humanity. It is 
true that they were denied participation in the government of the 
cou11try, and that they paid an extremely large proportion of tlle taxes. 
But on the former hea<l, it must be rcmembere•l that, as a rule, they 
were unwillin!( to renounce their British allegiance; and ou the latter 
hear!, that they were extracting enormous wealth from the uowels of 
the earth, and that a 1n01 e than reasonable claim could be made for the 
intercepting of a large portion of this wealth for the general benefit of 
the Boer nation. Mr. Laboucberc way be makin~ an overstatement of 
the case, but certainly hits very near the mark,\\ hen be says in a recent 
number of Tntl/i: '\\'hat are we really fightin~ for? Certainly not for 
Outlanders or their grievances, for the majority of those of them "bo 
are not mere speculators hoping to make money lJy the reduction of tax
ation of mines and the ups and downs of the stock exchange-the real 
workers in the Trausvaal-have shown their desire to he allowed to con
tinue to earn large wages.' 

''The idea of a war being justified for the purpo ·e of compelling a 
pastoral people in the interior of South Africa to grant nni versa! suffrage 
or to make more liberal naturalization laws, or to pro\·ide a sy tern of 
public schoolE<, or anything of that kind, is simply preposterous. How 
long is it since the suffrage in Englann was confined to but a small frac
tion of its inhabitants? As to public e•luc:ttion, it is har<lly tweuty-fi,·e 
years since a system at all worthy of the name was establishe<l in Eng
land Up to that time, in spite of the splendirl example of Germany 
which bad been before her eyes for the better part of a century, the 
great laud of political liberty was content to see her millions of poor 
children growing up with hardly the semblance of a chance at an elemen
tary education. Clearly, England mi,l{ht have pos,es~ecl her soul in 
peace, and waited for the process of time, aided as far as pos,ible by 
peaceful pressure, to ameliorate the conditions which have been com
plained of in the Traus,·aal. 

"That such wa not her cour,e, we belie,·e to have bee11 due chiefly 
to the wicked ambition of one unscrupulous and able but narrow-minded 
politician. The Boers were perfectly justified in interpreting the tricky 
diplomacy of Chamberlain to mean just what the daring dash of Jame
sou 's men meant-the absorption by the English of the country to which 
they are so passionately devote<!. Hau this not been apparent enough 
from the general character of the demands made, and from the known 
disposition of the man behind them, it woull have been made e\'i!lent 
hy his assertion of a general claim of" ~uze·raiu ty, ·• although such claim 
had heeo deliberately dropped in the cou,•cntiou of 1tiS4. The animus 
of his claim was emphasized by tlle fact that it rested upon an a. sertion 
that the convention of 1~.1 hat! not entirely superseded the corwentiou 
of 18Sr, a position which an examination of the two documents-not to 
speak of the contemporaneous letter of Lord Derhy - shows to be abso-
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1utely baseless. The war was finally brought on by Kruger's act; but 
that act was itself produced by the conviction that delay would neces
sarily m~au the loss oftlle only opportunity which hi~ people harl to make 
substantial resistance. Had Cham herlain known how formidable that 
resistance could be marle, and suspected th<tt the Boer Republic would 
have the boldness and decision to make it so promptly, he woulrl have 
thought longer before making himself responsible for the present 
deplorable and tragic situation in South Africa " 

At different times I have noticed statements of John Hays 
Hammond, who claims to be an American, telling us of the 
"grievances of the Uitlanders." This man was one of those 
who took part in that raid, condemned by the Emperor of 
Germany and the whole civilized world. This man, a citizen 
of a republic, assisted the subjects vf an European :\Ionarch to 
help them to trample clown the flag of a republic. My fellow
citizens, can we put a value upon the statements of such a man? 

It is always the same argument: 

r st. The Citlander cannot get the franchise. 
I have already proved that the Government of the South 

African Republic was willing to do what was asked. But was 
it really. the wish of the English to become naturalized 
Burghers? How many English lived there for years ami could 
long ago have become citizens, even under the old law, but 
they did not want to renounce their allegiance to the (2ueen 
and become citizens of a republic. 

2d. The complaint of taxation without representation. 
That the Uitlander, who bought mineral property and 

became rich, has to pay taxes, is no more than reasonable, 
and that the English pay a large share no one denie.:., 
but that does not indicate that they now have a right to 
dictate to the lawmakers to make laws to suit them. The 
Government had always been courteous and ready to listen to 
the reasonable demands of this floating population, and it is 
admitted that their laws and taxation are as liberal as in any 
other country. Does not the British government itself, and its 
Colonial Go,·ernment also, deny to denizens of however long 
residence, the election franchise, and compel them to pay taxes 
at whatever rates these legislatures are pleased to exact? 
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3d. Another "grievance" was the language. 
The British demanded that the English language should be 

made the official language on equal footing with the Dutch. 
Because in the Johannesburg district there live more English
speaking people than in other parts of the Republic, they wish to 
make their language the official one. Doe,; such a demand not 
seem ridiculous? Do not all the officials of the Government 
understand both English and Dutch and the Citlanders never 
find difficulty in carrying on their business. But the truth is, 
with a few exceptions, they do not want to become citizens of the 
Boer Republic. They wish to remain Englishmen. The true 
Afrikander wishes to remain Dutch in spirit and habits. Take 
for instance Cape Colony. For almost a century thi · countrr 
has been under English rule, and yet thf! Dutch language is 
spoken by a majority of the population. The Afrikanders ha\'e 
a majority in Parliament, with an Afrikander Prime ~linister. 

The Dutch element still has a dominating influence in. outh 
Africa. Superior power ha · taken the land from them, but it can 
never convert the Hoer to British thought or rule. How can 
England expect sympathy from the descendants of the Dutch, 
who settled that country and who are one large family, related 
by kinship? 

tep by step, England has, by its mighty power and money, 
taken the conquered land from the Dutch, who are a peaceful 
and God-fearing people. Are the e Boers to blame if they 
prefer to die rather than give up their la:t acre of land? 

They have been driven from the one place to the other and 
they have found no rc-t. It is al\\'ays England and English 
elements that disturb the peace. 

A high official wrote to me from Pretoria in September : 

•• vVe desire peace and a quiet dc~eloping of our beloved 
country, and you may rest a ·ured that if war breaks out it will 
b.:: forced upon us by the impossibility of submitting to unreas
onable demands. If it comes, we shall defend our fatherland 
to the la t drop of our blood." 
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The e patriotic people simply desire to keep their country, 
obtained with tears and blood, which they have developed and 
civilized. To drive them from their homes is a crime against 
civilization and humanity, and this whole war of British 
aggression is based upon a selfish attitude. 

I heard an Englishman say: "\Ve are foolish to spill so 
much blood to get that little piece of land. Have we not terri
tory enough?" I fully agree \\·ith him. How many lives of 
both countries have been sacrificed? How much distress is 
already• brought over so many families, who mourn the loss of 
their beloved ones? War! War! is the cry in England; Oorlog! 
Oorlog ! was the signal heard over the velds of South Africa ; 
war among civilized oations, people made by the same Creator 
of mankind! \Vho is to blame for thts terrible slaughter of 
men? Could it have been avoided? ::VIost decidedly. I 
again call the attention to those dishonest men who created the 
so-called "grievances of the Citlanders." The Boers have 
honestly tried to meet the real grievances, but as Olive 
Schreiner, the di~tinguished South African writer and novelist, 
and sister of the premier of Cape Colony, sadly remarked : 
"There have been told so many lies about them." 

I come to the question: \Vhere are really the grievances of 
the Citlanders? Who are the complainers? The fact that 
Americans, Germans, Hollanders, Belgians, Irish, Scandinavians, 
French, Swiss, Italians, in fact, all the Citlanders, except the 
English, joined of their own free will in taking up arms against 
Great Britain, prove~ that tlv~y were satisfied with President 
Kruger's Government, and they have pledged fidelity to him. 

President Kruger has been accused of oppressing the Jewish 
population. The truth is, that the Jews are among his warmest 
friends and admirers. They have formed companies, which are 
now doing police duty to guard the towns. Every available 
man-Afrikander or 'itlander-has taken up arms to sa\'e the 
fatherland and his adopted country. :\Iany English subjects 
friendly to the Republic have remained there. 
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York :Journal from Olive Schreiner, favorably known among 
the Afrikanders and admired by the English population, and 
whose words are always believed, says : 

"Three acts have taken place in the African tragedy. The first wa 
played ten years ago, when the charter was granted to a ring of specu
lators and the principle governing English rule iu South Africa for the 
first time was departed from and imperial rule allied itself with the 
specu atious of the share market. 

"Five years ago came the second act, when the raid on the Trans
vaal gold field by the chartered baud was org-anized and failed. 

"Since then the same ring has prepared for the third act by a colos
sal system of lies regarding the best governed mming camp in the world. 

"They have produced this bloody war, iu which the flower of the 
English Army and the noblest men born on Afncan soil are falling. 

··But the English gentleman of the sword will recognize the .Urican 
gentleman of the veldt, albeit their coats are of different cut, and it is 
not from the brave English soldier that there will proceed those lies 
regarding the most magnanimous little teutonic folk on earth which have 
wrung the heart of South Africa and--TheJounzal here says that" the 
message ends abruptly in the middle of a sentence. Evidently it met 
the same fate as the first which Olive Schreiner sent to the Journal 
a few weeks ago. 

"It was cut off by the British censor, as the cable operator at Cape 
Town concluded the dispatch with these words: "Message cut off here. 
Signed by Olive Schreiuer." 

\I repeat the words : "Message cut off here." The British 
censor would not allow the truth to be revealed. The Imperial 
Government does not want the world to know the plain truth 
and nothing but the truth. 

"Should the Boers respect England?" is the heading of 
:Mr. Stead's article, to be found on page 595 of the November 
number of the American monthly Ra•im.J of R l"<•icws. It says: 

"Commenting on ::\Ir. Garrett's admission .. that the Dutch of Africa 
have small reason to respect Great Britain's military capacity or deter
mination, :\1 r. Stead remarks, in the London Rt viau of Rcoicws: 

"~Ir. Garrett might go further and say that they have as little 
reason to have any respect for our good faith, political foresig-ht or 
appreciation of the elementary facts of the situation. The whole history 
of our dealings with the Boers, from the time of the first trek down to 
to-day, has not been such as to justify any confidence in our honesty, 
good faith, or even iu our persistent consistency in any given course. 
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"::\Ir. Garrett seems to think that, notwithstanding all our blunders 
and bad faith, our vacillation, our incompetency, and our scandalous 
mishandling of the Dutch questions in South Africa in the past. we have 
a right to be indignant when we find that the African Dutch regard us 
and our ideas with contempt. But if we blunder we must take the con
sequences. If we lie we may expect to be disbelieved, and in South 
Africa, as elsewhere, we have got to take the consequences of our mis
conduct. Mr. Garrett, and those for whom he speaks, seem to think 
that, because we have gotteu ourselves into this mess and have 
intensified the prejudices of the Boers against us and our progressive 
ideas, therefore, there is nothing to be done but to make up for all our 
shortcomings in common sense, in fair play. and in friendliness, by 
killing the population which we have failed either to prooitiate or to 
indoctrinate with our ideas. From this doctrine we cannot too strongly 
dissent. If we had made any kind of honest effort to win the confidence 
of the Boers and to treat them as if they were human beings, and not 
dirt beneath our feet, things would never have gotten to this pass." 

I recall the slandering cablegrams, containing the accusa
tions in the strongest language, that the Boers disregarded the 
white flag and were shooting upon the ambulances of the Red 
Cross Society. But General Ruller was compelled to cable to 
his home government that this was "satisfactorily explained by 
the enemy." I wish to recall the official statement of Major 
Donegan, chief medical officer at Glencoe, who wired to the 
State Secretary at Pretoria an expression of thanks on behalf 
of all the British officers and men in the ho-;pitals at Glencoe, for 
the extreme kindness shown them by the Boer officers and 
men. I also refer to two special cable dispatches to the New 
York World, November 28th, proving the contrary of these 
accusations. These dispatches are as fo!Jo,,·s : 

Lo;:.;-noN, Novembe1· 27.-G. W. Steeveus, a war correspondent of the 
Daily Jl/ail, in a letter by post, describing the battle of icholson's Nek, 
bears eloquent testimony to the humanity of the Boers. He writes: 

"The Boers had their revenge for Dundee and Elands Laagte They 
too:Z it, full measure, in kindn ess. As Atkins (tile British soldier) had 
ten led their wounded and succored their prisioners there , so they 
tended and succored him here. 

"One commandant wi bed to send the wounded to Pretoria, but the 
others, more prudent as well as more humane, decided to send them 
back to Ladysmith. 

"They gave whole men the water out of their own bottles; they gave 
the wounded the blankets off their own saddles and slept the ruse! ves on 
the naked veld. They were short of transport, but they were mostly 
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armed with Martinis, yet they gave the captured mules for hospital 
panniers and the captured Lee-Metfotds for splints. 

"A man was rubbing a hot sore on his head with half a crown, but 
nobody offered to take it from him. 

"Some of them asked the soldiers for their embroidered waist belts 
as mementoes e>f the day. 

"'It's got my money in it,' replied Tommy, ancl the captor said no 
more." 

·• Ste\·ens writes almost hysterically of the hoisting of the white flag 
by the British officers, implying that it was done in fright. He says that 
in one case the British soldiers refused to see it and kept on firing." 

PARIS, November 27.-A copy of the protest addressed by the authori
ties of the South African Republic to the foreign consuls at Pretoria 
against the use of Kaffirs by the British, has just reached Europe. It 
reads <JS follows: 

"I ha,-e the bonot· to call your Government's attention both to the 
report announcing the engagement last night (October 18) between a 
commando and the English near l\laft-king, the English having I,ono 
Kaffir auxiliarie (one of whom was wounderl and is a prisoner), and the 
results of this information and other reports coming in from the ea t 
frontier where the Kaffirs have been called to arm by the British 
authorities. 

"This shows that the British Goyerument commits the unpardon
able crime of arming the blacks against the whites in a struggle unju tly 
forced on the South African Republic. This act may have the gravest 
consequences for all white Africa. 

''I am commanded to inform your Government that a further docu
ment received is General Joubert' prote~t to Secretary Reitz. at 
Pretoria, under six heads, as follows : 

"First. That the British at Elandslaagte fired on au ambulance. 
" econd. That a British lancer attempted to assassinate a doctor 

wearing the Geneva cro ·s, missing the surgeon but killing his hor e. 
"Third. The tying of thirteen prisoners, some of them wounded, 

behind a Maxim gun and dragging them along. 
'' FourtlJ. That at Dundee the fugitives retired under cover of a 

while flag while the main bo ly was fighting the Orange Free tate 
troops. 

"Fiflh. That an annore<l train, protected by a white flag, repaired 
a bridge. ~ 

"Sixth. That the British are recruiting mounted Basutos. 
"Geueral Jouberl appends a document seized among an officer's 

effects at Dundee. The p:tper is a communication from a Basntolaud 
magistrate informing the general commancling the Glencoe camp that 
there will be no clifficulty in procuring Basutos at five shillings per day, 
and a~kiug: '~Iusl they bring their hor:;es?' 

"General joubert added: 'I am preserving the original of this 
document.' " 
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We see from this last cablegram that General Joubert dis
covered a document which will arouse the indignation of the 
whole white population in South Africa, as it is a violation of 
the rules of civilized warfare, and it is scarcely less savage than 
the plan made by the British to destroy Pretoria with lyddite
the most inhuman and murderous warfare known in the world. 

I wish to recall General J oubert's kind act ,toward Lady 
Symons. From an excellent sketch given by the .Vcw York 
Herald of r\ ovember 1 zth, describing " Slim Pi et" (his pet 
name among Afrikanders, which means literally crafty or 
clever Peter, or to put it in plain English : "he was one too 
many for me, or he outwitted me") as a kind gentleman, 
splendid General, the idol of his fighting men, from which I 
take the following: 

"Have not you English always followed on our heels-not on us 
here only, but all over the world, always conquering, always getting 
more land? We were independent when you came here. We are inde
pendent now, and you shall never take our independence from us. The 
whole people will fight. You may shed blood over all South Africa, but 
it will only be over our dead bodies that you will seize our indepenrlence. 
Every Dutchman in South Africa will fight against you. Even the 
women will fight. You may take away our lives, but our independence 
-never." 

"That is what Pietrus Jacobus Joubert said to an English corre· 
spondent in Pretoria two years ago. It was printed in a London news
paper November 30, r8g7. Joubert is showing the world to-day some
thing of the fine old Dutch spirit he talked of in 1897· He is doing some 
of that fighting he predicted then. 

"It was very much like J oubert to talk like that to the English 
corre,pondent and very much like him, too, to cable condolences to 
Lady Symons over the dead body of her fallen husband. He is frank
ness and honesty personified. He is a man and a soldier of the type 
Englishmen and Americans like. Nothing could be more courteous 
than his treatment of his English prisoners from Larlysmith Nothing 
could be kinder than his care for the wounded enemy. 

" Tothing is written about Joubert that is not comment on his 
fairness." 

It is an acknowledged fact that President Kruger is one of 
the greatest statesman the world has produced. His diplomacy, 
knowledge of international affairs and his native sagacity have 
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astonished the nations of the world, although he never had any 
training in that direction. He remains, however, the humble 
Oom Paul, taking the natural-born talents as an undeserved 
gift from the hands of his Lord and ivla ter not to be tied up in 
a napkin, but to be accounted for as a faithful steward. 

He has at his side as State Secretary the Hon. F. \V. Reitz, 
ex-President of the Orange Free tate, one of the ablest 
jurists in South Africa, a man who possesses the confidence 
of his people, admired and respected by everyone with whom he 
comes in contact. Olive Schreiner describes him a - a man who 
manifested in his career a beautiful character. :\Ir. Reitz is the 
successor of Dr. W. J. Leyds, who served the country in the 
same capacity for a number of years. Dr. Leyds has succeeded 
Baron Beelaerts Van Blokland as Minister Plenipotentiary ofthe 
Republic in Europe. He has been well received and accredited 
by the different courts in Europe. Ire is a scholar and a dis
tingui bed lawyer, and is known as a specialist on international 
law. His working ability is well known, and he serves his 
adopted country in his present position with great devotion. 

\Vhile the second gentleman of the land, the popular Com
mander-in-Chief of the Boer force , General Joubert, is directing 
the military operations with hi· able general Cronjc, Schalk, 
Burger and others in the field ; the Pre ident is surrounded at 
home with excellent men like Reitz, \Volmarans and other 
members of Council directing the internal affairs of the Republic, 
and he is well represented in Europe by his former Secretary of 
State. 

If we realize this situation of affairs, doe it not stir up a feel
ing of admiration for these brave and patriotic men who are so 
well able to rule their own country if th~y were let alone? Is it not 
a shame that they are now compelled to fight for their liberties 
against a war c..leclared for conquest by a monarchy? But they 
will never submit until the last e. ·tremity, for they arc a brave 
people- free Republicans as we are. They arc our brethren, 
brethren in more than one sense. Their symbol is ours, their 
principles arc our-, they love as we do the noble significance 
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of the words liberty, equality and fraternity. They have the 
same flag-only they added the green to it, the color of hope
that same dear old red, white and blue, adopted as our flag after 
the Declaration of Independence. They are fighting the same 
n:~tion that our people fo~:ght-not to gain independence, but 
to maintain their independence. My fellow-citizens, do you 
know that these South African Burghers are the descendants of 
the same Dutch people who first settled Manhattan Island? 

Greater Xew York, formerly New Amsterdam, Breukelen, 
afterwards called Brooklyn, and Harlem, were each founded by 
these sturdy Dutch who came here with their Bible under their 
arm to build up a new country. There is no country whose 
history is more closely connected with the history of the United 
States of America than little Holland. It was the Dutch, who, 
for love of the principles of America, fought in the r.1nks 
of George \Vashingto;;, the father of his country. It was the 
Dutch who first took sides with the Americans in their struggle 
for liberty and independence, and the first who saluted the flag 
which was the same as theirs. It was the Dutch who sent 
their battleships to this coast and landed provisions to feed the 
soldiers, facing the fleet of England. It was the Dutch in 
Manhattan and Staten Island with whom the great founder of 
this country spent his happie. t hours. He loved them and was 
by them beloved. 

It was the "Traktaat van de Unie van Utrecht" after which 
the Constitution of America was formulated, and the "Afzwering 
van Philip," on which the Declaration of Independence was 
founded-h\"O of the most important Dutch national documents 
were thus taken as a model to aid the lawmakers of America 
to form the great Republic of the United States. 

The Holland American has a right to be proud of his pedi
gree. There are thousands and thousands of Americans who 
can trace their ance try to the land of the great "\Villiam the 
Silent," that little country small in compass but great in history. 
\Ve find them to-day, as in the past, among the most prominent 
men in this country, many in high authority. The nation is at 
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present in mourning over the death of one of her noblest citizens, 

our esteemed Vice- President, who was on his mother's side of 
Dutch blood. \Ve have lost in him one of the most popular 
Vice-Presidents this country e\'Cr i1ad; Pre ident Kruger lost 
in him a \\'arm sympathizer and friend. 

In an editorial of the Cincinnati Enquirer of October q.th, on 
the subject "Peace," I found the following touching article, to 
which I invite attention : 

"The enlightenment an rl the humanities of this splendid age declare 
that there shall be·' Peace.'' The grand refrain which fell on the ears 
of the shepherds of Judea, who watched their flocks by night, is in the 
hearts and on the tongues of the people. "Glory to God in the hil{hest, 
on earth peace, good w1ll to men." He "Who plants His footsteps on 
the sea aud rides upon the storm" will renew the refrain which 
announced the birth of Him-the jew-who is the Saviour of the world. 
The machination and schemes of designing men will not prevail against 
the decrees of the Mighty One. He has promi ed to be the strength of 
the weak, who Jo,·e and fear Him, and in the past He has oared His arm 
in thdr defense. He will bare His arm in the present. If there is a 
people on the earth who deserve His protection and His preserving 
<:are, it is the people of the Transvaal. There they wor'hip God. There 
they fear God and trust in Him. Oom Paul went into one of their 
churches, as did the prophets of old, and asked for guidance. He came 
forth strengthened and filled with unction. Appealing to the Christian 
world for its approval, as he felt he had the approval of Him who is the 
ruler of men, he declared the integrity of his cause and the rectitude of 
his purposes, and is now ready to do battle. 

"The sympathy of everyone who loves liberty should go out toward 
him and his people in a stream so strong that the mighty Britons will 
pause in their deadly work. In this liherty-loviug land there shoul<t not 
he one man whose sentiments are adverse to the cause of the Boer. The 
Boer represents what our father represented in 1776. He suffers as our 
fathers suffered-is oppressed by the same power which oppressed 
them-lle wars against the same iniquities our fathers warred agalllst. 
He Oed to the uninviting coat of Africa for the same reason which 
brought the Puritan to Plymouth Rock; the Roman Catllolic to the 
headwaters of the Chesapeake ; the Cavalie.r to Virginia; the Huguenot 
to the c.~roliuas; the Knickerbocker to the Hud. on. He wanted to 
eujoy liberty, freedom of conscience and all the heaven-born gifts neces
sary for the perfect development of man and woman. Does the Boer 
de ·crve the sym patlly of tlle people of the United tales? Go back two 
huncl red years, and read the story of the early settlements of our country. 
Study the conditions of the pioneers to our shores. Then study the 
llistory of tlle Boers, and you will he amazed how analogous they are. 
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" Let public opinion express itself. Let the people meet in assem
blies and clearly set forth their condemnation of this unholy war being 
made by Great Britain on the Republic of the Transvaal. Let the pul
pits speak God's displeasure-crowd the altars of the Most High and 
offer up petitions against the massacre of the Boers. There is no higher 
duty within the calling of the clergy than the pleading for 'Peace. ' 

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children 
of God." 

My fellow-Americans, do you hear the voice of this people, 
who are fighting for the same principle this country fought for in 
1776? \Vould it not be a crime against civilization to see our 
sister republics wiped out from the face of the earth and swal
lowed up by any European power, under the pretense of "pro
tecting the rights of its subjects?" Can there be found one 
true American, born or adopted, who remembers George 
\Vashington and his patriot army-the great preserver of this 
country-and who does not sympathize with our brethren in 
South-Africa? For almost a century they have been oppressed, 
gradually the richest land has been taken from them. Is it any 
wonder that their determination is now: "\Ve shall not give up 
our land, unless they walk over our dead bodies?" Can it be 
a surprise that the true South Afrikander in Cape Colony and 
Natal takes the side of his friends and relatives when it is that 
of justice and of God-given right? 

"The Boers do not ask for mercy," says Dr. Engelenburg, 
editor of the Pretoria Volkstem, in his article 'A Transvaal 
View of the South African Question,' "they ask for justice." 

"Those who keep up the unfair agitation against the South African 
Republic are the last men, however, to listen to the voice of righteous
ness, or to be guided by any noble impulse; political corruption is the 
seed they sow, and by their unexampled opportunites they feel confident 
of reaping their criminal harvest. Up to the present they have gathered 
only tears; a still more bitter time of reaping has yet to come. In the 
past, the Boers have been able to fight against immensely superior odds. 
They feel that the final victory will be theirs; for they know they have 
right on their side. 

There is a general impression in this country that England 
will win in the end, because she has power and money and men 
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to draw upon, and from the illustrated cablegrams daily received 
from English sources, we should be inclined to submit to this 
idea; but I firmly believe that the dream of the English generals 
that they will eat their Christmas dinner in Pretoria, will never 
be realized. The English never expected to lose their American 
colonies, but they did, nevertheless. It is my honest opinion 
that Great Britain will never conquer the Boers, and I believe 
with President Kruger, who believes that Providence is with 
them, because their cause is one of justice and righteousness. 

If any one should ask me what interest has America in the 
welfare of South Africa, or in what relation do we stand to them 
from a commercial standpoint? I would refer to the increasing 
demand of American machineries and other articles of com
merce which were exported there in the last few years. England 
takes, at present, the lead, but America is next. In I 897, 
America had exported to the Transvaal alone merchandise to 
the amount of $I3,SOO,ooo; and, as the outh Afrikanders are 
in hearty sympathy with America and American institutions, 
you may rest assured-if they are not utterly cru hed in their 
pre ent struggle against English oppression-that the commer
cial transactions in the near future will be increased tenfold, 
for they are anxious to obtain close relations with the great 
sister Republic. The latter is certainly a consummation not 
hoped for by England or her merchants. 

There is no doubt that the sympathy of the American · in 
general is with the Boers. "An immense deal is being made 
of the American sympathy in this country," says the London 
correspondent of the Baltimon· Anuricmz, in his cablegram of 
November 18th: 

"It is strange that so powerful au empire as Great Britain, with 
4oo,ooo,ooo of people and three.fifths of the wealth of the globe, sboulrl 
be specially anxious for the sympathy of anybody when trying to whip 
two little states, which have not all told more than 200,000 inhabitants. 
Great Britain is 8,000 times as great as the Tracsvaal and the Orange 
Free Slate combined, and she is probably a million times their superior 
in actual wealth. It is a sitrJt of ;,•ealmess, therefore, to be making so 
much of the alle.f!ed friendship of the United States, of which tile re is no 
evidence except the movement for tllejitlin.!f out of a hospital ship, whicl~ 
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is distinctly British. The women engaged in it are all married to Eng
lishmen, and can in no sense be regarded as Americans. The London 
Times, through its correspondent, makes the assertion that the l nited 
States Government has granted British agents certain privileges at 
American ports in contravention of the neutrality laws, with the priviso 
that they are not to be regarded as a precedent, and the Times writes 
an editorial panegyric a column and a half long The despatch is 
probably imaginary as to its facts . It is impossible to believe that the 
government of the United States could have done anything of the sort." 

There is so much talk about the close relationship which 
exists between the two great countries, the United States and 
England, pointing to the ties of the "Anglo Saxon" race as 
though other nations should be excluded. Allow me to make 
the remark that the Dutch. and Germans are a branch of that 
very same race. Or, to speak more correctly, the Angles and 
Saxons were low German tribes as were the ancient Dutch. 

\Vas our Government's Ambassador to Great Britain, the 
Hon. Joseph H. Choate, really in touch with the sentiments of 
the plain liberty-loving American people when he said in his 
recent speech at the annual banquet of the Waiter Scott Club 
in Edinburgh : 

"Truly your country and mine are connected by bonds of sympathy 
that were never stronger and closer than they are at this present hour. 
It has been said by a great poet that ' peace bath her victories no less 
renowned than those of war,' and this ironclad friendship, which now 
prevails between these two kindred nations, is her latest ancl greatest 
victory. It means peace, not merely between your country and mine, 
but among all the great nations of the earth, and it tends by advancing 
civilization to promote the welfare of the human race." 

The Baltimore American, commenting upon this speech, says, 
in an editorial, under the heading "Their Bonds of Friend
ship:" 

"It was reported from Washington, a short time ago, that Hon. 
Joseph H. Choate, Gnited States Ambassador to Great Britain, had been 
requested by the State Department to refrain from making public 
addresses in England which might in any way be construed as voicing 
the sentiments of this Go,·ernment on international problems. Mr. 
Choate, as is very well known, is a man who has made it a practice for 
many years to speak his mind very plainly, especially at public ban-
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quets, semiug to care very little whether those who listened agreed with 
him or not. Brilliant in wit, bitter in sarcasm , with that 1ncisive sort 
of eloquence that cuts to the quick, the ambassador is also a utan of wide 
culture and the possessor of a vast fund of information regarding the 
affairs of men and of nations. He is , without doubt, one of the best 
American orators, a man tu whom it is always a pleasure to listen. and 
who seems unable or unwilling to keep from the discu<;sion of those 
subjects which are foremost in intere~t in the greatest nations of the 
world. Whether the State Department fl bked him to be careful or not, 
he keeps on speaking his mind to hi English audiences, apparently 
without concern, regarding the criticisms that his words may call forth 
in his own country. 

"Ambassador Choate's latest speech regarding the friendship 
between Great Britain and the ruited tates is not likely to pass 
u uchallenged. 

"The United States and Great Britain are now on friendly terms. 
Whether that friendship is so ironchtd that it eau never be broken future 
events alone can reveal. There ha,·e been times, even in recent years, 
when the strain put upon it was great, when only wise counsel pre,·ented 
a breach. That such events are liable to occur again, and that at almost 
any time, no one can deny. The commercial relations of the two 
greatest nations are of the most intimate and cordial cuaracter; there 
are bonds of a common birth and a common origin ; of a comm'Jn 
interest in much that makes for the advancement. education and civili
zation of mankind, that puts the two uattOo on the same footing; but 
there are also wide and, apparently, irreconcilable differences, not only 
in methods but in principles of go•erument. 

"Great Britain is now carrying on a war in South Africa which meets 
with the disapproval, if not with the open condemnation, of the great 
majority of the American people. Her efforts to call it a war of civiliza
tion, and to compare it with our war with pain for the relief of Cuba, are 
looked upon as absurd, not only by this country, but hy other nations 
that are watching her. Far better might she compare it with her wars 
a~ainst the American colonies, struggles which this country eau never 
forget, no matter bow many years roll away. The friendhhip of the e 
two great nations may aid in the peace of the world, hut that frieod,hip 
eau only be mainteJ by an honE-st recognition of the rights of each and 
by the employment of mighty forces in the interest of justice, and not 
for the oppression or subjection of the weak:_r nations of the earth." 

I do not doubt for a moment that the Ambassador was sincere 
in his remarks, but he clearly demonstrated that he is at present 
far away from his native land, far away from the public opinion 

prevailing in this country, not aware of the sympathy and warm 
feelings at his home for the Boers and their cause. That 
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England stood by us in the late war with Spain does not 
require- even it were entirely true-that we should sympathize 
with a policy of injustice toward our brethren in South Africa, 
that we should sympathize with a war uncalled for, despised 
by the civilized people all over the world, and subjected to 
bitter criticism by many prominent men in Great Britain itself. 

Who can help sympathizing with the God-fearing, sturdy 
Boers? \Ve will stand by them and inspire them, even at this 
distance, with our hearty wishes for their success in their noble 
struggle. We send our greetings to Oom · Paul, the beloved 
patriot of his country. \Ve send our salute to the gallant 
Commander-in-Chief, General Joubert, and his army of brave 
men who defend their soil, which belongs to them. " Tlz~ 
Boos do uot ask for mercy/ tltey ask for justice." 
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14 Het V olkslied." 

The following is a translation of "Het Volkslicd," the 
national hymn of the South-African Republic : 

Right nobly gave, voortrekkers brave, 
Their blood, their lives, their all 
For Freedom's right in death despite, 
They fought at duty's call. 
Ho, burghers! high our banner waveth, 
The standard of the free, 
No foreign yoke our land enslavcth, 
Here reignetl1 liberty. 
'Tis Heaven's command, 

Here we should stand, 
,\nd aye defend the volk and land. 

vVhat realm so fair, so richly fraught 
vVith treasures ever new, 
\Vhere nature bath her wonders wrought, 
And freely , pread to view ! 
Ho, burghers bold! be up and singing, 
God save the volk and land, 

This. burghers, new, your anthem ringing, 
O'er veld, o'er hill, o'er strand. 

And burghers all. 
tand ye or fall 

For hearth. and homes, at country's call. 

With wisdom, Lord, our rulers guide, 

And these, Thy people, bless: 
:\Tay we with nation · all abide 

In peace and righteousnes . 
To Thee, whose mighty arm ~hath shielded 

Thy volk in by gon days. 
To Tlw alone he humbly yil'ldcd 

t\11 glory, honor, prai c. 
God, guard our land, 
Our own dear land, 
Our children's home, their Fatherland. 
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A CENTURY OF INJUSTICE. 

SYNOP IS OF A MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE OF OUTH

AFRICA, E T BY THE GOVER1 ME1 T OF 

THE SOUTH-AFRICA REPUBLIC. 

The history of South-.\frica during the last century is written 
iR blood, in the blood of a race closely related to the British 
or so-called Anglo- axon race. and animated with the same 
lo\'e for liberty and independence. The first Dutch and French 
I I uguenot :->ettlers landed in Cape Colony in the middle of the 
seventeenth century, under the auspices of the Dutch East 
India Company. It cannot be truthfully claimed that the 
administration of the Dutch East India Company was a liberal 
one, nor was it calculated to promote the interests of the 
settlers. As a matter of fact, the Company only cared fur the 
Colony in connection with its possessions in the East Indies. 

otwithstanding these unfavorable conditions the Colony 
flourished and was in a prosperous state at the time it was 
taken by the British in r8o6. The original Dutch and 
Huguenot settlers had a ·similated to one nation-one in 
religion, one in quiet respect for the law and with a passionate 
love of liberty. From the very start .the British Government 
bent all its energies to the suppres ·ion of thi · proud race, and 
treated the settlers with contempt. 

Under the pretext of protecting the poor oppre ·sed native 
against the cruel Boer, the latter was depri\·ed of the means to 
protect his property by the confiscation of his arms and ammu
nition . The Government even went so far as to organize a 



52 

police force of Hottentots, the lowest class of the African 
tribes. An attempt at insurrection in r8r5 was smothered in 
blood by the execution of six Boers at Slachtersnek on March 
9, I8r6, women and children being compelled to attend the 
horrible spectacle. 

As to the cruel treatment of the slaves by the Boers, we may 
refer to the opinion of the British Hi;;torian Froude, who 
says that the scandals of the East Indian plantations were 
unknown in South Africa, and that because the Dutchmen were 
a slow people and did not show any high enthusiasm for the 
new ideas of emancipation they were called inhuman. Accusa
tions of cruel treatment of slaves and natives were continually 
trumped up, and although by far the greater part of these 
accusations were shown to be false before the Cape Colony 
courts, still it was published throughout the world that the 
Boers were the most cruel race. 

It is a fact that the Boers, as a whole, did not oppose the 
principle of the emancipation of the slaves, but it is also a fact 
that they had every reason to object to the methods chosen by 
the Bri.tish Government to carry this laudable purpose into 
effect. Xotwithstanding the value of the slaves was estimated 
at three millions by British officials, only one and three-quarter 
millions were set apart for compensation to be paid to the Boer , 
and this money was only payable at London. A great many 
of the Boer sold their certificates for little more than nothing 
to speculators and others, unknown with the formalities, entirely 
relinquished their claims. 

Little or no protection was afforded by the British Govern
ment against the continual raids of Kaffir tribes, always 
accompanied by awful atrocities, and if ever the Boers 
attempted to defend their property and to recapture the cattle, 
stolen by the natives, the British Government would interfere, 
seize the cattle and sell it at public auction. 

Another grief of the Boers was the suppression of their 
language, for notwithstanding the use of their language was 
guaranteed to the Boers in r8o6, the Government, in r 82 5, 
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ordered that henceforth all official documents should be written 
in the English language. Petitions in the Dutch language were 
ignored. The Boers were not admitted as jurors owing to their 
deficient knowledge of English, and they were brought before 
English juries and tried in a language which they did not 
understand. 

o wonder, that under such circumstances, the Boers decided 
to leave their native country and to seck :heltcr elsewhere, but 
before doing so they de ireJ to ascertain that in their new 
settlement, wherever it might be, they would be no further 
molested by the British Government and be allowed to make 
their own laws. 

Lieutenant-Governor Stockcn ·troom, consulted in the matter, 
stated that there was no statute forbidding them to leave the 
Colony and to settle elsewhere, and that if such law should 
exi:,t it would be a tyrannical law, that could not be enforced. 

Attorney-General Oliphant gave a similar advice, stating that 
the Boers evidently proposed to go el ewhere and not to con
sider themselves any longer as British subjects, which was of 
daily occurrence in England in regard to the United -tates 
of America, and that the Government had no power and could 
not obtain any power to prevent this. Consequently the Boers 
started on their "trek" a free men, no subjects to any prince 
on earth, but from the very start they were persecuted by the 
British Colonial Office. The fir t two parties were under 
the leadership of Trichardt and Van Rensburg. The former 
reached, after the mo ·t atrocious suffering, Delagoa Bay, where 
nearly ali of them died of fever, and the latter was entirely 

wiped out by the Kaffirs. 
The :ccond party, under the leade4ship of Pieter Retief, met 

with no better result. Although the Boer had contracted with 
the l"affir chief, Dingan, for the cession of a parcel of land, the 
present Natal, they were treacherously attacked by the Kaffirs, 
insti~atcd by England, and a large number of them, among 
them Pietcr Retief, were murdered. The same chief took the 
principal Boer laager (camp) by surpri ·e and murdered there 
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more than 500 people, mo;;tly women and children. In a ;;ub

sequent battle, on December 16, 1838, however, about 500 
Boers defeated Dingan's army of 10,000 men and then founded 
a free Republic in the present Colony of Natal. 

But this Republic was not to last for any length of time. 
The free Republic would of course draw a large migration 
from the Cape Colony, and the British Government would not 

tolerate this. The first step was a military occupation of 
Natal, with the purpose of preventing the Boer of securing 
the needed arms and ammunition, and thus to stop the further 

migration. They were warned that they would be treated as 
rebels, and that the British Government would assist the natives 

against them. 
Although the Boers succeeded twice in repulsing the British 

invaders, they could not prevent the annexation of their 
country, but the protest issued at this occasion by the President 
of the Volksraad, Joachim Prinsloo, will remain for ever 
famous. ln his letter to the Governor, Prinsloo said : 

"\Ve know that there is a God, the Lord of heaven and 
earth, and who has the power and is willing to protect the weak 
against their oppressors. \Ne rely upon Him and the justice 
of our cause. If it should be His will that we, our wives and 
children should be totally wiped out, we will humbly submit 
to His will. \Ve will not defy England's power, but we can

not tolerate that might should conquer right without having 

fought with all our forces." 

Of course it was not to be expected that this prote t wou Id 
stay the hand of the British, and the Boers thereupon decided 
to leave Xatal and to march back into the interior. This trek 

wa accompanied with such suffering and misery, that even the 
British Governcr, Sir Harry Smith, declared that it was "a 
scene of mi -ery as he had never seen before." 

Part of the Boers thereupon settled in the present Orange 
Free State and others went further and crossed the \·ad! River, 

settling in the present Transvaal. 
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Although the Engli ~h Governmet!t first intended also to 

annex the Free State, this plan was abandoned because the pos
ses ion of the land did not warrant the trouble and expen e and 

it was deemed best to recognize the independence of both 
Republics, hoping that the Boers would go under in their 
continual fights with the overwhelming numbers of the sur
rounding native tribes. 

Such were the "noble" sentiments that animated the British 
Ge>vernment at the time of the conclusion of the Convention of 
the Zand River in 1852. In this convention the independence 
of the two Republics was recognized and the British Go\·ern
ment also agreed not to interfere with the native tribes north of 
the Orange River. 

In regard to the Orange Free tate, this convention was 
flagrantly violated by the English at the first occasion, viz. : 

the war between the Republic and the Ba ·utos. During this war 
the Basutos were supplied by England with arms and ammuni

tion, and the supplies for the Orange Free State Boers were 
eized and detained. After the defeat of the Basutos, the 

English interfered in their favor and prevented the Republic 
from :;ecuring the well-earned benefits of the victory. 

Again, with the discovery of the diamond fields near Kim
berly, the British Government ·teppecl in and claimed the 

territory, which claim is characterized by Froude as •· perhap · 
the most discreditable page in British Colonial history." 

Later on, the British Government apparently admitted thl.! 
justice of the Free tate prote:;t and thereupon. with ib "usual 
generosity," paid the" enormous" sum of £9o.ooo as damage to 
the Free State Government 1 t9o.ooo for the Kimberly 
diamond fields! Is it a wonder that the Boers claim that old, 

blunt John Bull had the best of the bargain? 
After the conclusion of the Zant! River Convention .. the 

Transvaal Republic was abo n.:cogniz ·d br the L·nited Sta e:, 
Holland, France. Germany and Beigium. The Cnited StJ.tc 
Seer ·tarv of. tatc, writing to Pre!-iident Pretoriu:-;, on ~0\cmber 

19, 1870. that the Cnitcd States Governmcntx/ad~J' uco,.,ni::ing 
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tlte SO'"uereignty of tlte Transvaal Republic, would be willing to 
take any steps necessary in tile premises. 

The first Aagrant violation of the I 8 52 convention in regard 
to the Transvaal was coincident with the annexation of the 
Free State diamond fields. Part of the territory desired by 
England belonged to the Transvaal, and was simply taken by 
the great civilizer of South Africa. Shortly afterwards the 
Transvaal Government wa · compelled to lodge a strong protest 
against the selling of enormous quantities of firearms to the 
Kaffirs, but the protest was simply ignored. 

The climax came when, in I 877, the Transvaal was annexed 
to England by proclamation of Sir Theophilc Shepstone. The 
British Government claimed that this step was necessary for the 
civilization of S'outh-Africa, and the protest of President 
Burgers, the V olksraad and the Burghers passed unheeded. 

Bishop Colenso declared that "the sly, underhand way in 
which the Transvaal has been annexed appears to me unworthy 
of the British name." Gladstone did not like it, but yet he 
stated that he could not advise the Queen to withdraw her 
sovereignty from the Transvaal. 

The great Zulu \Yar was one of the direct consequences of 
Transvaal annexation, England claiming a certain territory on 
the Transvaal border, which she had formerly admitted to 
belong to the Zulus. 

Finally, when the Burghers were satisfied that protests were 
in vain, they decided to take up arms to reconquer their inde
pendence, and it will remain Gladstone's eternal glory, that 
notwithstanding the clamor for revenge after the British defeats 
at Lainsneck and Majuba Hill, he concluded the Pretoria con
vention of r88r, whereby the independence of the Transvaal 
wa restored. 

To the unprejudiced mind it would appear logical that if the 
British Government had made up its mind to admit that the 
annexation was unju~tified, it would wipe out its former action 
by a "restitutio in integrum.'' But even the great Gladstone 
could not be prevailed upon to go that far, and it is ~afe to say 



57 

that if he had been willing to do this such magnanimity \\·ould 
have been entirely beyond the possibilitie of the British 
Colonial Office. It certainly did not require a large amount of 
perspicacity to predict that in its practical application the Pre
toria convention was doomed to be a failure, and it may be -.;afe 
to assume that it was never considered to be a final . ettlement 
of the difficulties. 

Its dual character was born to cause no end of difficulties 
between the two Governments, and it was, therefore, absolutely 
necessary, in tbe interest of the peace in outh Africa, that it 
should be superseded by another convention. For these 
reasons the London convention of r 884 was concluded, whereby 
the South African Republic was granted absolute independence, 
and the British Government agreed not to interfere in any way 
in its domestic affairs. The word suzerainty was eliminated, 
and England only reserved the right of approval of any treaty 
concluded by the South African Republic with nations other 
than the Orange Free State. 

The hi tory of recent years has shown how Great Britain 
has lived up to her "promi es," and how, through its continual 
intr;gues since the discovery of the gold fields in the Rand, it 
has compelled the Boers to take up arms once more for the 

preservation of freedom and independence. 
The hi. tory of these recent years is alrearly given in the pre

ceding pages, and a great many alient features are also stated 
in the last part of this book, and no further reference is there
fore necessary at this place. But the concluding part of the 
message to the people of South Africa certainly desen·cs to be 
placed in full before the American pu~lic and is as follows: 

" I have now given the facts of a Century of Oppression and 
Per. ecution. They are not air-born assumptions, but arc taken 
from the mouth of the mo ·t trustworthy historical witnesses, 
nearly all of them of British nationality; they are facts admitted 
as incontestable before the court of history. As to the more 
recent events, since 1 '98, I have personal knowledge of all 

negotiations and differences described, and I can state that I 
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have confined my elf to facts, that will be more clearly eluci
dated in coming years, when the curtain will rise and the 
events of the last two years in this deeply-stricken country will 
be fully published. 

"Arrived at this terrible turning point in the history of 
South-Africa, at the eve of a struggle, wherein our people are 
threatened with total extinction, it behooves us to speak-with 
what may, perhaps, be our last word to the world-the truth, 
so that even if we should perish, truth may triumph through us 
over our victors, and may continue to eat like a cancer in his 
public life, until it will be his turn to sink down into the night 
of oblivion. 

"Hitherto our people ha·:e kept silent, the enemy has calum
niated, slandered and struck our people, and treated u with 
contempt and hatred. But with dignity that may remind the 
world of a suffering still greater and deeper, our people have 
borne the insult and contempt of the enemy, and impelled by 
the conscientiousness of its duty, has tried to remove the errors 
and abuses that might have been committed by its State Gov
ernment in moments of less watchfulness. Even this was called 
weakness and cowardice. Upon hundreds of platforms in 
Great Britian and by the most prominent statesmen our people 
has been, of late, called incompetent, uncivilized, faithless, 
corrupt, bloodthir ty, void of honor, treacherous, and the like, 
until not only the British public, but nearly the entire civilized 
world, has commenced to believe that we are well-nigh the 
equals of wild beasts. Those insults, those defiances, we have 
passed them in silence. 

"From the official blue books of Her :\Iajesty's Government, 
from the despatches of Her Majesty's High Commissioner in 

outh Africa, we were compelled to hear that our corrupt State 
Government and our unjust, unprincipled and disorderly admin
istration were running ores. putrefying like a pestilence the 
moral and political atmosphere of .- outh-Africa. i ne! we have 
kept silent. In numerous newspapers we have been accused of 
all pos ible crimes against civilization and humanity, crimes have 
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been laid at our door, the mere mentioning of which make the 
heart shudder. If the reading public believed only one-hundreth 
part of the enormities told about our people and Government, 
it must have come to the conclusion that this Republic was a 
den of murderers and brigands; that we were a people, the 
mere existence of which was a blot upon humanity. ~obody 

has seen any effects of the enormous sums \\'hich we were alleged 

to spt::nd from the secret fund in order to buy the public opinion 
of the world, but the slander went its course like a11 all

destroying hurricane. But our people kept silent, partly from 
ignorance and partly from a feeling of despairing helple ~ness; 
partly because, as a simple agricultural people, it doe:. not read 
newspapers, and thus could not realize how the feelings of the 

entire world were arou.ed again t us with malignant rage. The 
practical result was that our cause was lost by default before 
the tribunal of public opinion. For the·e rea ons I ha\'e n >w 

deemed it my duty to state the facts that have characterized the 
British policy toward our people during the nineteenth century. 
Naboth's title upon his vineyard was to be annulled and, 

according to the hypocritical Briti -h policy, that result could 
be best attained by showing him up as a coundrel and Achab 
as an angel. I have elucidated the facts of Achab's career and 

will now proceed to draw my conclusions-conclusion that 
must irresi tibly appeal to the mind of every just ami unbia ed 
man. 

"During this century there are three periods, each of them 
characteristic of the policy of the British Government toward us. 

"The first period commenced in 1806 and lasted until the 
second half of this century. During this period contempt, 
pure and simple, constitutes the essct;tial feature of the Briti h 
policy. · Tht.: stupid and dirty Dutch' was, during that time, 
the prevailing opinion of the Britisher toward our poor people. 
But the hypocritical nature of the British policy found w.tys to 
express this contempt in tenus of most sublime ideas then 
ruling the civilized world. .\ sentimental philantrophy rukd 

over the civilized world and was tr:-t.:d by the British ()o\'ern -
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ment to show up the Boers to the world as the oppressors of 
the poor, peaceful natives, which were susceptible of religion 
and civilization, and who were likewise our brethren. If it 
should appear inconceivable that the power who, under the 
treaty of L'trecht, acted as the shameless champion of lavery, 
should show a sickly affection for the natives in South Africa, 
it is to be borne in mind that in this ea e its action was not so 
much dictated by love for the native than by its hatred and 
contempt for the Boer, which was the di"tinguishing character-
istic of its policy. As a consequence of this hatred for the 
Roer, concealed under the pretext of love for the native, the 
natives were used a;; police against us, they were provided with 
arms and ammunition against us, they were incited to fight us 
and wherever possible to murder and rob us. It was compelled 
by this hatred that we had to leave the Cape Colony and all 
that was dear to us and to seek a shelter in the unknown 
wilderness in the Xorth, and as a consequence of that hatred 
we had to continue our martyr's crusade through South Africa, 
until every part of the country was dyed red with blood, not so 
much of men capable of bearing arms, but of women and 
children. 

"The second period runs up to r88r. During this period the 
foundation of the British policy toward our people was not in 
the first place the hatred of the Afrikander. The result had 
already shown that thi · hatred was powerle s to subject the 
Afrikander; on the contrary, it had caused the Afrikanders to 
spread over the whole of South-Africa as the reigning people. 
In a moment of despondency and thoughtless disinterestedness 
England had con cl udell a treaty with the Boers ( 18 52 and 
18 54 J whereby they were given full possession of certain wild 
and apparently valuele s parts of the country. The ma·n 
feature of the policy during the second period was a feeling of 
spite on account of this mistake and the deliberate purpose to 
neutralize its consequences. The wild and valueless territory 
ceded to the Boers appeared to be very valuable after the Beers 
had sa\·ed it and opened it to civilization; the ·e territories had 



Gl 

again to shine as pearls in Her Majesty's crown, not\\·ith tand
ing the treaties concluded with the Boers. This was the secret 
purpose, as regards tht: ways to attain it, in harmony with the 
inherent hypocrisy of the British policy, they were partly con
cealed and partly open, and there was a very wide difference 
between the t\1·o kinds. The concealed way was to arm the 
Kaffir tribes against us and to incite them to attack us in viola
tion of the solemn treaties and promi-;es. If successful in this, 
England could conceal its true purpo-;e and means, and could 

openly interfere for the preservation of peace and order and to 
protect civilization in this part of the world, and under these 
pretexts the Republics could be annexed. \Vith regard to the 
Orange Free State this policy was not successful, as, notwith

standing the unlawful detention of their firearms and ammuni
tion by the Briti -h Government, the brave Burghers of our 

neighboring Republic, after a hard struggle, succeeded 111 

defeating Moshesh. In this case, England was compelled to 
confine itself to the protection of its Basuto instruments. to 
prevent the Boers from attaining any benefit from their victories, 
and to the unlawful annexation of the diamond fields. 

"As to the South-African Republic, unfortunately, its citizens 
were not careful enough to guard against the shrewd policy of 
the enemy. The Transvaal Boers had vanquished the most 
powerful Kaffir tribes and did not realize for a moment that the 
small Kaffir wars, which had been brought about by Engli ·h 
intrigue , and which they did not prosecute with all possible 
energy, could ever be used as a pretext to annex their country 
to the British empire. Thus the wars with :\Iagato and Sekoe
kocni were prolonged to the grca.kst satisfaction of . ir 
Theophile Shepstone and his principals. And thus came the 
annexation ·with the extension to the South-African Republic 
of IIer Maje. ty's authority and protection, by which means 
only the unity of purpose and action could be assured, and a 
happy prospect of peace and prosperity could be opened for 
the futur('.' The e words of the Shep::.tonc proclamation 

reveal in all its horrible nakedness the hypocrisy which 
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-secretly plunges the dagger into the Boer Republic and openly 
played the part of the disinterested and merciful Samaritan. 

"The third period of our history is characterized by the 
combination of the old well-known policy of deceit with the 
new power of c;;pitalism, born from the mineral treasures of 

the South-African Republic. Both our national and our polit
ical independence are now threatened by an unrivalled compli
cation of powers and influences. \Ye are now confronted by 

the numbers, the British public opinion seeking blood and 
vengeance, the capital of the world and all powers that can 
only be called together under the banner of rapaciousness and 
cupidity. During the last year our !->ituation has become 
gradually more precarious. The cordon of bea:;ts and birds of 
prey has, during the last ten years, been gr,1dually tightened 
around our poor doomed people. 

"Like the wounded goat feeling the approach of the lion,· 
the fox or the buzzard, our people all over South Africa arc 
surrounded by the intrigues, vindictiveness, hatred and cupidity 
of its cnemie:;. E\·ery <;>cean carries the vessels laden with 

Briti:;h troops from all parts of the world to crush this handful 

of pt:>ople. Even Xerxes, with his millions moving against 

little Greece, does not furnish a more unnatural spectacle to 
the surprised world than this sweet mother of nations, holding 
the sharpened knife in her hands and using all her power, all 
her treasures, all her high traditions to kill this poor baby 
crawling in the dust. This is no war, but an attempt at 
infanticide. 

"And when the thought of the spectator is struck by horror 
and his brain refu e to work, then rises before him, as a dream 
in the near future, the scene of Bantu children playing in the 
gardens and the ruins of the sunny South, over the graves 
wherein the children of the heroes of faith and liberty of all 
Europe are slumbering. And the Ban tu bands of brigands and 
murderers again roam where the dwelling of the white European 
used to stand. And if he asks why all this has happened ; why, 

the heroic children of a heroic race, to which civllization owes 
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it-; highest posse·sions, were murdered in this remote part of 
the world, an invi ·ible satyr will answer: Ci\'ilization is a 

failure, the Caucasian has gone under, and then he will make 
up with the screeching of the word; Gold! Gold! Gold! in 
his ears. 

"The orchids of Birmingham are yellow, The traditions of 

the g-reatest empire of the world have faded and become yellO\\'. 
The laurels fought for by the British legions in South-:\frica 

are yellow. But the heaven over South-.r\frica will always 
remain blue. And justice invoked by Piet l'etief when our 

· father!> left the Cape Colony; invoked by Joachim Pinsloo in 
the Volksraad of ::-.Jatal, at the time of the annexation by Eng· 
land, and to which the Burghers of the Trans\·aal de\·ote 1 their 
cause at Paarclekraal, in I 8 'o, remains unchanged and is like a 

rock, against which the ru ·hing waves of British diplomacy 
will break. 

"It works according to eternal la\\'s, unaffected by human 
pridc or change. As the old Greek poet s.1id, it aihw · the 

tyrant and his brutal bride to climb higher and higher. tv 
increa~e hi~ honor and power until he reached the zenith 
allotted to him, and then he plunges down into the bottomlc:;s 

precipice. 
"Africans, I call upon you! Act as Leonidas and his 300 men, 

who faced Xerxes and his followers at the Thermopyl<e, and 
do not fear men like Milner, Rhodes and Chamberlain, and not 
even the British Empire, but rely upon the God of our fathers 

and that justice, which sometimes acts slowly but never slum
bers or forgets. Our fathers did not pale before the Spani h 
Inquisition, but commenced the great struggle for freedom and 
right, even with the mighty Philipp~ regardless of any conse
quences. 'either tor tu re, nor the murderous bands of Louis 

XIV could break the pirit of our fathers. 
"1 o Alva, no Richclieu succeeded in rendering tyranny 

• victorious over the spirit of freedom and independence of our 
forefathers, nor will a hamberlain make the power of capital

ism triumph in our lands. 
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"If it is so disposed that we, no matter how small we may 
be, must be the first of all nations to take up the struggle with 
the new world tyrant of capitalism, we will be found ready, 
even if this tyrant is supported by all the power of Jingoism. 

"May the hope that animated us in our struggle of 1880 be 
also indelibly engraved upon our hearts in the present supreme 
moment. Mar that hope be a beacon of light on our path, 
wading through blood and tears, that will guide us to a truly 
United South Africa. And like in r88o we now confidently 
lay our cause before the whole world. Whether we conquer, 
whether we die, liberty will rise in South Africa like the sun 
rises from the morning clouds, and like it rose in the United 
States of America, and then it will be from the Zambesi to 
Simons Bay. 

"AFRICA FOR THE AFRIKANDER." 

• 





P. J. JOUBERT, 

VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTH-AFRICAN REPUBLIC AND COMMANDER

IN-CHIEF CF THE BURGHER'S ARMY. 



AN EARNEST REPRESENTATION AND 
HISTORICAL REMINDER 

TO 

HER MAJESTY QU EE VICTORI A. 
[A True Copy of the Original Letter.] 

PRFTORI.\, June I 5, !899· 

To Her ,Jfost Gracious ,1!ajcsty tlte Qutm of Great Hritaill 
and Ireland, Empress of India, de., de. 

YouR MAJESTY: 

It is with feelings of decpe · t pain and distress that the under
signed ventures to addres-; Your :.lost Gracious :\'[ajesty at this 
c ritical period, and in view of the dark future, which, as a 

cloud, is hovering over outh Africa, the land of his birth and 
home. T his unhappy situatjon has been brought about by the 
u njust action of o ne of Your :.Iajesty's Ministers, who, perhaps 

in good filith. though upon incorrect information, has allowed 
h imself to be led by unscrupulous fortune-seekers, reckless 

speculators and insatiable capitali ·ts. 

This matter will be reverted to again during the cour~e of 
thi:-; ldter by Your Maje ty's lowly petitioner, who de. ires, first, 

in all humility, lo make known to Your :\Iajesty who he is . 
l Ie is a descendant of and grcaJ.-great-grandson of Pierre 
Joubcrt, one of the !Iuguenot ·, "ho, because of their religious 
belief, were obliged to leave their homes and friends, and to 

seck refuge from persecution in flight to outh Africa, where 
they could serve their God in freedom. He settled at Fransch 
IIoek, near Cape Town, which was then under the administration 

o f the ' ' Hollandsche Compa<Ynie " and became soon, throurrbb h I 

the blessing of God, one of the richest and most influential 
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farmers and landowners there. He resided there until com
pelled by circumstances to remove to the district of Graaff
Reinet, where he now lies buried-in the land of my birth, 
that passed for good under the rule of Great Britain, in I 8o6. 

Alas! \Vhat has our nation not experienced and suffered 
under that rule. It has, perhaps, never been brought to Your 
Majesty's notice why these people could not live peacefully in 
their land of adoption and birth. And yet, who is there now 
to tell you thereof? And how would he begin? It would, 
indeed, be tedious to relate everything minutely, Your Majesty! 

The discontent, so often, and to his detriment, ascnbed to the 
Boer was exaggerated and misrepresented, as, for instance, in 
the matter of the freeing of the slaves, when he was described 
as being inhumanly against their liberation. No! Your :Majesty, 
it was not the Christian Boers' repugnance to the emancipation, 
but his opposition to the means employed in effecting same 
under the blessed British rule. Is Your Majesty perhaps aware 
how the Boers became posse sed of tho e slaves? They, the 
Boers, had no ships to convey the slaves from ~Iozambique and 
elsewhere, as none other than English vessels were allowed to 
bring slaves to the Cape market; therefore, it was from English 
slave ships that the Boers first bought their slaves, and in this 
manner enjoyed a short season of prosperity; for, assisted by 
their dearly-bought slaves, they could ha\·e their lands ploughed 
and sown with grain, which, under the blessings of Britannia's 
laws, could be sold for not more than r 8d. per bag. It was 
thereafter shipped abroad by English merchants and sold at 
immense profits. And then, Your 1\'Iajesty, the Boer was 
suddenly told : "Your slaves are free, and you will receive 
compensation to such and snch an amount for them, which you 
will have to go and get in England." Your Majesty, how 
could the Boer be expected with his ox -wagon or horses to go 
and fetch same? To have undertaken, at that time, a voyage 
so dangerous and lengthy (a hundred days or so being the time 
required to accomplish same) would have cost more than the 
small amount of the indemnity he was to receive for his clearly-
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bought slaves. What could the Boer do? The only means 
left him was to engage the English dealer, from whom he had 
purchased the slaves at exorbitant prices, to go and fetch the 
money for him, or to sell his chance for what he could get. 

How many unscrupulous agents and merchants took advan: 
tage of the opportunity thus offered, not to reconcile the Boer 
to the law and authority of the British Government, but to 
carry out their own designs, in order to satisfy their cupidity, 
thus nurturing the hostility of the Hoer against the Govern
ment, hoping thereby, eventually, to acquire posse. sion of his 
lands. 

The population increa.:-ing, spread out further and further, 
gradually enlarging the Colony; and it 1s, perhaps, known to 
Your ;..1ajesty, how the poor Boers on the frontiers fared, how 
they were robbed of their cattle, and how, owing to the insuf
ficient protection afforded them, they were often left to their 
fate, or more frequently persecuted and oppressed, so that it is 
not to be wondered at (although I do not seek to justify their 
conduct) that, disgusted and dissatisfied with the treatment 
meted out to them, they at last rebelled against the Govern
ment; thus originating what took place 1n r8 13 and ended so 
disastrously. For, as Your ~1ajesty is perhaps aware, matters 
had reached such a pitch that a collision between the British 
troops and British subjects at length resulted over the quarrel 
of a Boer with a emi-civilized nati\'e, which unfortunate inci
dent has imparted to the place where the British took such 
extreme measures against the Boers, an irreconcilable and ever
to-be-remembered name-•· Slachtbank or lachtersnek," which 

it bears even unto this day. 
Alas! Your Majesty, what had the Hoer uot to suffer, then, 

under the otherwise glorious British rule? Enquire of the 
border settlers of r 820 to r 834, when their eventful departure 
from the Colony took place. Is it, perhaps, known to Your 
l\Iajesty how they \\"ere driven back from the boundaries by 
the natives who pursued them far into the country, harrassing 
and molc5ting them? Y cs, even murdering some, robbing 
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them of their cattle, and burning and laying waste their homes. 
\Vhat protection did they enjoy against the savages who had 
murdered their wives and children, who had lashed young girls 
to the trunks of trees, ravished them, cut off their breasts, and, 
after performing- nameless other cruelties, killed them? They, 
the Boers, were called out for Commando Service at their own 
expense, under comm:1nd and control of the British, to fight 
the Kafirs. And with what result? The Boer was impover
ished, thereby without the Kafir being brought to a sense of his 
duty; for while on commando, his cattle were stolen from his 
farm and driven away into Kafirland, whither he was prevented 
from going in order to recover them. No! they had no choice 
but to wait until the troops retook the cattle, which were after
wards publicly sold as loot in the presence of the owners 
thereof, the Boers being informed that they would receive 
compensation for same. But, Your Majesty, they received no 
recompense; not in money or goods, neither in rest nor peace, 
but, instead, abuse and indignities were heaped on them. They 
were told that they hould be satisfied at not being punished as 
the instigators of the disturbance. 

Your Majesty, this was the state of affairs in 1834. The 
dissatisfaction evinced at such treatment became more and 
more pronounced. The Boers were told by His Excellency, 
the Governor, that all who were not content or would not 
submit to British rule, were at liberty to migrate beyond the 
borders of the Colony, out of British territory. With feelings 
of deep anguish at the thought of having to leave their mother
land and the country of their birth, and with a weary sigh, the 
question escaped them. "\Vhither? To the dismal hinterland 
of savage South Africa?" "Yes! yes! Your Majesty, rather 
the dangers of the wilderness, midst wild animals and savage 
men, than to remain longer under the yoke of so iniquitous a 
Government." And then, "Come friends, come brothers! 
Pack your wagon , collect your flocks and herds, and let us go 
away over the border. God know ' whither, and He will 

guide us." 
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The officials of the Briti!:ih Empire, the ambitiou' merchants 
and others, flourished there, Your l\1aje.:;ty, but hither came the 
Boers in groups and families in search of peace and rest 
There being no one to purchase their well-cultivated farms, 
which they could not remove, they were compelled to part 
with same for a riduculous price or abandon them entirely. 
Then into the unknown they wandered; tl.ere to face the 
dangers and suffering inseparable from such a journey. How 
could they arm themscl\'t'S against such dangers? They were 
not permitted to carry arms or ilmmunition along with them, 
but were even followed by British officials beyond the Orange 
River, to try and find out if there were not perhaps still one 
faithful slave with his master, and if the Boers were not perhaps 
carrying a quantity of arms and ammunition along with them. 
Thanks to the kindness of those officials, the Boers were 
advised of the object of their coming, and were con ·equently 
enabled to conceal their guns and ammunition. Doe. Your 
Majesty not perceive in the aforementioned some analogy to cer
tain facts in biblical history? For even as Pharoah drove the 
Israelites through the Red ea, \\·ere the Boers driven through the 
Great River. Is it, then, to be \\·onderd at that, sad at heart 
and with intense bitternes , they preferred the perils of the 
desert? Your Maj"'. ty, who can write the history of their 
lives? Who can de ·cri be the suffering they endured? They 
ventured forth, trusting in God, rid of all human de potism, 
surrounded by wild beasts, in search of a free land for their 
children and children's children. They wandered in small 
groups further and further, yet e\'er onward, until they arrived 
at the Vaal River. IIere they pitched their tents and regarded 
the country as their Eldorado. -Here were the means of sub
sistence-fish in the water, game on the ,·eld and a prospect of 
being abk to sow crop: , nd to li\'C in peace. They could 
clothe thcmsch-es with skins and subsist on flesh until God, in 
His bounty, provided other means; at least so reasoned the 
poor Boers. " ome now, let us erect our tent (our tabernacle) 
to celebrate the abbath, for in our God we believe and trust; 
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He has given unto us this glorious land and we shall live 
and praise Him here. It needs not that we go beyond the 
Jordan, we have no Babylon or Jericho to overthrow. o 
walls to be demolished for us, for our Canaan is an uninhabited 
land; therefore, ye Boers, be up, work and live." 

Thus they thought, and thus they spoke; but how short-lived 
was their delight, when at break of day, one morning, the dread 
cry of "Murder! Murder!" awakened them. What could it 
be? Whence this uproar and confusion? Moselekatse, head 
of a cruel, unknown Kafir tribe, had come with a large regiment 
of warriors from the far north, through a wild and unpopulated 
country, a distance of over a hundred miles, and attacked a 
small detachment of Boers near the river, no warning having 
reached them of the intended onslaught. "Up, n ')W ! Courage, 
men! Fight for your lives, for your wives and your children." 
The odds at first were three to one, then seven, and eventually 
increased to twenty to one; but God gave them courage and 
strength, and they not only repulsed the horde of savages, but 
succeeded in rescuing several children and severely wounded 
women who were captured. Your Majesty, these were anxious 
days for them. \Vomen wounded-in one, over twenty assegai 
stabs being counted-no doctor being on hand, without medicine, 
and many widows and orphans, destitute of food and clothing, 
left to their care. And what had to be done next? Leave the 
Eldorado? To flee? Whither? Back again? No, no! ot 
to the flesh pots of Egypt, but to God. He is our refuge ! 

Other parties of the Bocrs had gone eastwards. With these 
they now decided to combine. But did the undaunted Mosele
katse allow these few Boers to escape him? To the contrary, 
he immediately ent a second expedition, much stronger than 
the previous one, commanding it not to return so long as there 
remained a Boer living; that he did not thereafter wish to hear 
of a living Boer. Thus it came to pass that this small party of 
fleeing Boer· (thirty-eight only being capable of bearing arms), 
with their wives and children, together with cattle and thirty
four wagons, were followed by that great commando of savages, 
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until they reached that ever memorable spot in the Orange Free 
State known as "Vechtkop," where the Boers, recognizing the 
futility of continuing their flight, drew up a laager or camp with 
their wagons, surrounding same with branches of trees, and 
calmly awaited their pitiless foe, who did not long deJa in 
attacking them, with all the fiendish courage of savages. Pre
pared to die, in the face of overwhelming odds, they, neverthe
less, determined to fight manfully to the last, trusting in God. 
The impending danger was awaited in earne t supplications 
before the Throne of the Triune God. As the enemy pressed 
on, each Boer made use of his rifle, causing the smoke to ascend 
in such volumes to heaven that even the flying enemy imagined 
the Boers had been vanquished, that their laager was in flames 
and that they had been utterly annihilated. \Ve were afterwards 
told that when the intelligence reached Grahamstown, Cape 
Colony, Your Majesty's subjects were so elated thereat that 
they celebrated the receipt of the new · by bonfires and other 
illuminations, thinking the last of the Boers had fallen, and that 
the extravagant expectations of the discontented rebels had 110\\' 

all ended in smoke. But no! Your :\Iajesty, our God in heaven 
had another destiny for the Boer. For, notwithstanding I ,333 
assegais were hurled into the small lager, only two men were 
killed and six wounded, and their little camp, unlike the citie· 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, was not laid waste. There was 
still to be found five just men before God, \\'hose prayer· had 
warded off disaster, and thwarted the wi ·hes of Your :\Iajesty's 
Grahamstown subjects. :\ot only did our God cause the smoke 
and mist to disappear, but he touched the heart of a noble 
native, Marroco, who, when he heard of the wretched plight 
that had overtaken the Boers, sent them, without delay, succor 
in the shape of milk, kafircorn and pack-oxen, thereby enabli:1g 
them to rejoin their friends, who had passed over the Drakens

bcrg into Xatal. 
Before further recording the history of this party, I would 

like to relate to Your ~Iajesty about two other ill-fitted partic
of trckkers-that of Janscn van P ensburg, which proceeded 
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northwards, beyond Zoutpansberg, never to be heard of again, 
for all record of them is as absolutely lost to the world as that 
of the ten tribes of I rael. It was stated that, owing to the 

want of ammunition, which was denied them by the Govern
ment of the British Cape Colony, on their departure into the 
wilds, they were massacred, everyone of them. However, what 
actually became of them we do not know. 

The other party, under Louis Trichardt, also ventured as 

far as Zoutpansberg, thence proceeding south-eastwards until 
Delagoa Bay was reached, where he, the leader, and others 
succumbed to the there prevailing fever, and from which place 
the few survivors, together with their children, were conveyed 
by vessel to Natal, where they were enabled to rejoin their 
friends. The misery and suffering experienced and endured 
by these pioneers i likewise indescribable, and distresses one 
even to think of. 

But now let us return to the hi tory of those who passed 
over the Drakensberg and attached themselves to Piet Retief, 

Gert Maritz and Uys, and let us see, Your Majesty, how they 
fared. Did they go to attack a peaceful people? Did they go 
as freebooters into a strange or friendly country? Did they go 
purposing to wrest territory from a lot of defenceless savages, 
or did they go to revenge themselve on the brother of Moselc
katse for the iniquitous attack on them at the instigation of the 
latter? Did they seek to avenge the blood of Van Rensbu rg 
and other.;;, who were murdered by the s1me race of savages as 
that to which Dingan belonged ? ?\ o ! Your Majesty, nothing 
of the kind. First they held communion with the Almighty 
God, and then approached the savage ruler of the land, King 
Dingan, who had already promised them a tract of country, 
and requested him to grant them a written agreement to that 
effect. It is doubtle s known to Your Majesty how this cruel 
and barbarous chief, after having given them the land, and after 
duly signing the agreement thereto, mercilessly and treach
erou ly murdered Piet Retief and his seventy men, immediately 
afterwards sending out his commandos to massacre those await-
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ing the return of Piet Retief and the unsuspecting women and 
.children. Thus without warning were 6oo helpless old men, 
women and children butchered in cold blood. \Vhat a panic, 

what dismay, this caused among the Bocrs scattered about the 
country! Those remaining were robbed of all their cattle; 
and what could they do? Should they await other such 
onslaughts and perish eventually at the hands of a savage peo
ple, or die of hunger in the " ·ilderness? Alas, how dismal 
their outlook seemed ! Whither could they go? Whence 
could they expect help? From Great Britain) Ye , and help 
<:ame too! A vessel arrived at Port 'a tal, and Captain Jarvis 
stepped on shore. "Thank God, assi tance was at hand; now 
no more starvation ; no more fear of the sword of Dingan. 
Succor has come at last!" Such were the thoughts of mall\' a 
simple-minded Boer. But, alas! how soon was their joy to be 
turned into grief and indignation, for how horribly surprised were 
they to learn that, instead of having come to their aid, he was 
sent to forbid them to fight with the natives and to disarm them. 
What was to be done? Should they offer Captain Jarvis re ist
ance? Yes ! Rather would they fight to the death than hand 
over their firearms. But what, then, if the Kafirs should come 
to his aid? The Boers found their prospects more cheerless now 

than ever. They acted, therefore, with great cunning, yet with 
submis iveness. Rather than show antagonism they hid their 

guns and ammunition and submitted to the in pection and earch 
.of Captain Jarvis, anxiously praying to God to give them refuge. 
Captain Jarvis, having ascertained that there was no booty to be 
got from the poor Hoer , and as :'\atal offered but few attractions 
then, was glad to take his departure. 

Poor, deserted B0er, what ~was now your outlook? In a 

savage land, in the vicinity of a powerful and barbarous tribe, 
ruled over by the tyrant Dingan. \\' bat was there to do but 
to avenge the murders committed and restore peace with the 
sword? Therefore, it behooved Pieter Ty. , I Itlk. Potgicter and 
everyone to punish Dingan and hi tribe and to re-e!->tablish 
peace, otherwi e the Bocrs would not have been able to li\·e in 
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the country. Therefore," two hundred men of you up and get at 
the mighty Dingan!" This, however, was not owing to a lu t 
for fighting, Your Majesty, but because the Boer adjudged it 
absolutely necessary, and no one in the world could have done 
otherwise. 

A return to the Colony was not to be thought of. The only 
conclusion they could arrive at was to endeavor to compel 
Dingan, at the edge of the sword, to promote peace. How 
unfortunate, though, was the outcome of this desperate effort of 
only two hundred men to advance against the might of Dingan, 
in the midst of his people and in his own dangerous land, with
out the support of cannon or other instruments of war, but 
simply mounted on their horses armed with f1mtlock guns. 
And yet they had no choice but to do it. The issue was only 
as could have been expected. Dingan's regiments were too 
powerful for the little handful of Boers, who were forced to 
take refuge in flight, not, however, until after hundreds of the 
foe had bitten the dust. Their small stock of ammunition had 

run out; their brave commander, Pict Uys, his never-to-be

forgotten little son and eight others lost their lives in this con
flict. But in vain! Dingan was conqueror and his courage 
revived immediately. IIe then sent a larger and more powerful 

commando than before, with instructions to completely destroy 
the Boers. This time, however, the Boers were on their guard. 
They had constructed a laager on the banks of the Bosmans 

river, wh.ere the flourishing village of Escourt now lies, close to 
the village Weenen (to wail), so called in memory of the many 
wailing women and children massacred there. 

It was here that Dingan was to learn that, although but a 
mere handful of whites, the Boers, with righteousness as their 
cause, were not to be overthrown by his iniquitous ho ·ts. No! 
they did not rely in the strength of their horses or the heroism 
of their men, but in the omnipotence of their God, who gave 
them the victory. For although the Boers were surrounded by 
overwhelming odtls and repeatedly stormed by thousands and 
thousands of the enemy, they lost but one killed. The Zulus, 
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lwwever, after three days' fighting, were forced to retire, leaving 
so many of their dead on the field that for years after the veld 
was white with their bones, testifying to the frightful carn1ge 
that took place there. God had protected the Boers and 

delivered the dearly-bought land of .:\atal into their hands. 
They had, however, been robbed of all their cattle and kne\\· 
not what to do. Their God and His word still remained to 

them, and so they were comforted-for he who has faith in 

God has not built upon the sand-and in the sight of heaven 
their cause was just. Therefore he sent them help from abo\·e. 
Andries Pretorius had, in comp:>..ny with other Boers recently 

arrived from the Cape, and he, having called together all the 
Boers to be found in Natal, and even as many of tho e to be 
found in the territory known as the Orange Free ~ tate, formed 

a commando about four hundred trong, with which he hazarded 

to invade Dingan's country, and notwithstanding the fact that 
his men were armed only with flintlock guns, they succeeded, 
on December 16, I 838. in not only defeating him (Dingan) in 
this battle, but in overthrowing his kingdom and destroying 
his chief kraal, driving him so far inland that he was never 
more able to return. In token of their gratitude for the victory 

gained, the Bocr made a vow to ever afterwards keep the date 

thereof as a day ofthanksgiving, and so the r6th of December 
is always commemorated at Paardekraal. 

One would have thought, Your Majesty, that the Boer after 

thi · would have been left alone to live peaceably, praising his 
God in the country he had bought ·o dear. But no ! the yoke 
of oppression had not yet been broken. Their cup of bitterness 

was not yet emptied. • carcel.)' had the Boers laid out the 
village, Pietermaritzburg, dug a water-furrow, erected a church, 
started a small school for their children and built a court-hou e 

and prison, when lo! threatening clouds began to gather and 
the alarm to sound ag1in. \Vhat can it be-the Kafirs? -To! 
a thousand, thousand time · worse. The English ha\'C come ; 
an officer with a company of oldiers, equipped with cannon and 
shell, is here! "It is Captain Jan·is, that good-that bra\·e old 
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soldier. \Ve will soon be able to adjust matters with him; he 
will presently be gone again." o! my poor fellow-Boers, you 
are deluded. The officer is Captain Smith; he has come to 
annex the country as a possession of that mighty empire, Great 
Britain-to make an end to our boasted independence and to 
de troy our peace. 

Your l\'lajesty, it is with a shudder I recall this t.!eplorable 
incident. It cannot be wondered at that the Boers, who had 

endured and suffered so much to obtain this land and to form 
an independent people, should have declined to voluntarily 
submit to such an injustice, and have resisted any attempts to 
achieve the same. When they discovered that argument and 
fair words were of no avail, and that Major Smith was steadfast 
in his purpo e to take pos ·ession of the country and crush the 
Roers, and, a a step in that direction, had already declared the 
bay annexed, they were driven to the verge of despair and so 
resorted to arms. Having hastily collected together to the 
number of about two hundred, for they were but few and much 
scattered, they advanced toward the Congella. Major Smith, 

vainly imagining that this mere handful of Boers would be dis
concerted and put to Oight at the first firing of his cannon, 
advanced along the shore under cover of darkness, until he had 
almost reached the sleeping laager, when he opened fire on the 

picket guard, comprising about twenty-eight men, with the fatal 
result that one Boer was killed, Jan Greyling. The remainder 
of the Boers repelled the attack, and obliged the Major to 
retreat, leaving his cannon behind. I may here mention that 
more of the troops got drowned in the sea than succumbed to 
the bu !lets of the Boers. Now they had to face the fact that, 
although thankful to God for his many mercies, ami in deep 
sorrow at the loss of one of the bravest of their young men 
and for the many soldiers drowned, they had oppo cd the might 
of Britain. It was awful to contemplate; so young a nation 
as they, which had suffered so many hardships at the hands 
of the savages during the great trek, and that had just been 
visited by an epidemic of measles, which, owing to the lack 
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of medical assistance and proper nourishment, had carried 
off many of them. Should they fight or surrender, wa · the 

question asked? Certainly; fight for their just right·. But, 
see, two ships were coming; it is madness for this little handful 

of Boers to offer further resistance. They were not trained 

nor armed with cannon; and thus could not prevent the 

landing of a force 5lrongcr than they were themselves. They 
dared nut lungcr to fight the English, for the Kafirs had already 

commenced to harass them from the rear. .\ Bocr h 1d been 
killed on his farm, and another, named Yan Rooyen, murdered, 

his wife and daughter being subjected to the most inhuman 
treatment, ravished and driven away naked . Others were 
assaulted and barely c caped \\'ith their lives. In this way the 

Kafirs proved of great service to 1\Iajor Smith and hi,; soldiers, 

who were besieged by the Boers and had already been driven 
to the extremity of eating crows and horseflesh, and who would 

undoubtedly have been obliged to capitulate had it not been 
for the harassing attacks of the Kafirs in the rear of the Boers, 
which necessitated them hastening out to their farms, in order 
to ave their families from certain death. And thus it came to 

pass that the Boers lost their sacred right to the territory of 
Katal, which had been purchased with the blood of their slain. 

What was to be done next? There wa no other remedy for it 

but to trek again, and to trek inland, whither the English would 
not follow them, for if they remained they would once more 

have had to submit to the British yoke. They ·would. never

theless, first gi\ e the latter a trial. "We will submit,'' they 
said, "perhaps England will deal with us more kind here than 
she did in the Cape olony, our..J110therland . ome, Id us wait 

and sec!" \Vhat happen •cl afkr this, Your i\Iaje-.ty? The 
first thing Your 1\lajc::;ty's servants did was to banish certain of 
the Boers, who had to Ace for their li\'Cs. This was not all, 

howe\'Cr, for when the J" a fir:; stole their Cattle and brought them 
to l\Iajor Smith, the Bocrs \\Crc told they could not get same 
back, as he had run short of pro,·isions and would require them 
as food. Thus were the pro pccts of the Hoer growing darker 
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and darker. Colonel Cloete had arrived. What had he to tell 
them? Firstly, that they were to consider themselves the con
quered subjects of Her Majesty. And, as such, what would 
they enjoy? Each one who had occupied a piece of ground 
-could make application for same, which, after certain investi
gations, would be granted him. The country had been won 
and acquired by the Boers; consequently the Boer Volksraad 
had granted to each Boer capable of bearing arms two farms 
and one erf at Pietcrmaritzbu rg. These farms \\'ere inspected, 
registered, and declared as marketable property some time 
before the appearance of the English. \Vhen, however, several of 
the Boers, dissatisfit!d with the principle of British rule, began to 
leave the country, and tried to barter their farms and erven for 
wagons, trek-cattle, clothing and other requisites for their fresh 
trek inland, they, as well as the few Boers who intended to 
remain under British rule in ~atal and had bought or given 
something in exchange for the erven and farms, were profoundly 
astonished, not to say disappointed, when they approached 
Colonel Cloete for transfer of the property they had secured, to 
hear that as the erven and farms had not been bona fide occu
pied, they had, therefore, reverted to the Government, and were 
now declared as crown lands. "The wagon and oxen or 
money and good you gave for same can only be regarded as a 
-dead loss to yourself," was the reply they got. 

This was how the British Government in Natal introduced 
itself to the defeated Boers. Many and bitter were the tears 
shed by the thus oppressed and impoverished Boers. 

Is Your :\1ajesty, perhap , acquainted with the fact that the 
Boers sent a delegate to lay their grievances before Your 
l\laje:;ty, who, after many weeks travelling on horseback, reached 
Governor Pottinger and entreated him to listen to their com
plaints? But, Your :\Iajesty, this emissary was not given an 
audience. Thus it was obvious to all that the doors had been 
closed at them to be heard, and that they would have to 
patiently tolerate all that befell them, without the slightest 
prospect of e\'Cr obtaining ju:;tice or relief. Is it a matter of 
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wonder, Your Majesty, that under these circum tances every 
Boer took advantage of the fir t opportunity that was offered to 
leave the Colony of Natal and trek beyond the Drakensberg to 
a haven of rest, where there was no British authority and wi.lere 

they could live and die in peace? 
It was upon these trek-Boers that various deceptions were 

practicecl in Your Majesty's name. They were called together 

by the late General Pretorius to meet the Governor, :ir Harry 
Smith, who, it was stated, wi heel personally to see the Roers 

and to learn what the majority desired. It was announced that 
if the majority would remain under Her :\Iajesty's rule he, the 
Governor, would give them land and would treat the minority 
with every degree of kindness and patience, always endeavoring 

to persuade them to be reconciled to British authority; but, on 
the other hand, should it appear that the majority were for 

freedom and antagoni ·tic towards the authority of the British, 
they could go to perdition; Her l\Iajesty's Government would 
not trouble itself further about them. On this pretext as many 
of the Boers as could were prevailed upon to proceed to 
Winburg, a newly-laid-out village, for the purpose of meeting 
Sir Harry mith. But how ineffably deceived were they, for, 

in~tead of finding Sir Harry mith and obtaining a peaceful 

settlement of all their grievances, an ultimatum was pre ented 

to them reading as follows: ''Your headman or leader is a 

rebel. I have put a price of a thousand pounds on his head, 
and woe unto any of you who connive at hi escape. I will 
treat such as rebels." \Vho can describe the feelings of disap· 
pointment and resentment that aro ·e in the breasts of the Boers 

at thest.! words, and to which c n only be attributed what sub

~e4uently took place at Boomplaats on the 29th August 184-9? 
lt is true that the forces of :ir IIarry, reinforced by ba ·tards 
and Griquas, suffered a hca\'Y rever ·e. The Boers, howe,·er, 
being armed only with flintlock gun , could not for long with
stand a larger and better armed forct:, supported by cannon, 
and were eventually obliged to retreat, leaving ix of their 
number dt.!ad on the field and se\·eral other~ pri~oner · in the 
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hands of the English, none of whom we have ever seen again or 
heard of. 

Thus ended this act in the drama of South .\frica, creating 
new miseries for the Boers, who could not immediately trek or 

escape in flight beyond the Va1.l River, where the Portuguese 
hatl conceded them a tract of country, decimated of its native 
population by the raiding of Moselekatse, previous to his 
attack upon the Boers in 1836, and for which he had been 
severely punished already by Piet Uys and Hendrik Potgieter. 

The country had, so to say, been cleared by the Boers, and 
they now availed themselves of the permission given them by 
the Portuguese to settle down north of the Vaal River, where 

they immediately founded a village which they named Potchef
stroom. Having built a church and gaol, they proceeded with 
the election of a Parliament and the enactment of laws, etc. 

It had by this time begun to da\\ n upon Her Majesty's Gov
ernment that it was more politic to leave the Boer severely 

alone than to be everlastingly pursuing him from place to 

place like a small bird, hopping from branch to branch and 
tree to tree. With the object of as~uring the Boers that they 
would not be interfered with north of the Vaal River, and could 

administer their own affairs, Her Majesty's Special Commis
sioner, Mr. C. M. Owen, was sent, with the result that a 
convention was entered into on the 16th January, 1852, signed 
by Your l\Iajesty's Commis:-.ioners, ~Iajor \V. S. IIogg and illr. 

C. 1\I. Owen, the first three articles of which read somewhat as 
follows : 

Art. 1. Her Majesty's Commissioners, on behalf of the 
British Government, do absolutely guarantee to the emigrant 
Boers north of the \Taal River the right of administering their 
own affairs and of governing in accordance with their own laws, 
without interference whatsoever on the part of the British 
Government, and that no extension shall be made by the said 
Go\·ernment north of the \'aal, with the additional assurance 
that it is the fervent desire of the British Government to main
tain peace and free trade, anu to promote a friendly understand-
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ing with the emigrant Boers occupying or still to occupy the 

said territory, and it is further understood that these terms 

arc to be mutually adhered to . 
. \rt. ::!. Should there arise any mi ·understanding regart.lin~ 

the meaning of the \\'Ord Vaalrivier, more particularly with 

respect to the tributaries of the Vaal, the que~tion shall be 

decided by a mutuallr appointed commission. 
t\rr. 3. That Her :\Iajesty's commissioners (h-.a\'01\' all com

pacts of whatever nature with the colored rntion~ north of thl! 

Vaal. 

I L\ \'E A\'Y OF TII ESE .\RTICLE HEE\ C\P RIED 
Ol'T BY YOCR :\I JE T\"S GOVER\ :\IE. 'T) 

See also the protocol, which define.; the boumhrr along the 

Vaal Piver and the Orange Free State right unto the sea. The 

Britrsh Pvidently concluded that the Orange Free :tate 1\'.1..; not 

worthy of being retained by so wealthy and good a Go,·ernment 

as that of England. Therefore, I !er :\Iajesty'. Government sent 

Sir Russel Clark. on the 4-th of February, 18)4-, to abolish the 

suzerainty and give the Boers ab olute independence and free 

government. 

This just action on the part of the British Government, Your 

Majesty, was lauded and ma~nified by the lber, whose confi

dence in the equity of the British had revived. Xo one dare 

say aught detrimental to the Engli~h. '\o ~ an Engli hman 

was <1s r:-oorl as any other m ln. This feeling- toward the l•.nglish 

can be testified to by the many soldier· who de:-.erted hrther : 

by C\'ery trader. and by th·' tir-.t gold-diggers in the country. 
I [;l\'e not English per:-.on-. sn,·7:d a:- member-; of our Executi,·e 

ouncil and as Landdrosts? I la\'e not Englishmen .;at a· 

members of nrr \'olbraad? Yes! e\·en several who did not 

understand Dutch. Did not perfect harmony, co-operation, 

confidence and fr ien(bhip prevail then between the Engli-.hm.lll 

~nd the Boer all over , outh- \frica? \Vould not. in this way, 
all the people of ~outh \frica, irre:-~p ctive of nationality, soon 

ha,,e been blended into one common people or nation? 
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\\'hence came this antagonism, this disruption, then) Your 
Majesty, it is to be ascribed to the diamonds, to the Basuto
land question-ask but Theophilu Shep tone-to what took 
place on the 12th of April, 1878. Yes! Lord Carnarvon knows, 
as also does Sir ;\1ichael Hicks-Beach. Did the Boer;; not have 
to submit to the diamond fields south of the \'aal being taken 
from them? Was not the glory of having vanquished the 
Basutos, after a long and bloody struggle, and after having 
endured so much, snatched from the Orange Free State) \Vas 
not the trust assured them by the Corl\'ention abused when they 
were dispossessed of a stretch of country where the diamond 
mines were situated, and for which they were subsequently 
obliged to accept a sum of ninety thousand pounds sterling-a 
ridiculously inadequate sum, considering that in one week the 
value of the diamonds procured exceedeJ this amount? \Vas 
not the Transvaal annexed after all the native tribes hau been 
subdued by the Beers? Did not the Boers for three whole 
year;, implore Lord Carnarvon, and also later Sir Michael 
Hicks-Beach, as it were, on their knees, for a restitution of their 
rights, sending two deputations to England for that purpose, yet 
withont obtaining the least hope of ever having their legitimate 
rights restored to them? It was, therefore, in desperation 
that the Boers resolved, on the I 3th of December, r 880, at 
Paardekraal, to recall the Government to resume their official 
duties, which had been interrupted O\\·ing to the annexation, and 
to govern the pt-ople in accordance with the laws of the land. 

Your :.Iajesty is probably aware that when the country was 
annexed, on the 12th of April, r877, against which act President 
Thomas Burgers, however, resolutely protested, a proclamation 
was printed at Pretoria in the name of the British, without let 
or hindrance from the side of the Boer. ~o! the Boers, not
withstanding their indignation at this great wrong, submitted 
to the law and preserved order. intending to petition Your 
1\Jajesty against this manifestly unju~t breach of the Convention, 
committed in the name of Your :\Iaje.sty. They, therefore, 
without murmur, permitted the publication of the document. 
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\Vhen, however, they wanted to have a proclamation printed, 
declaring to the world their rig-hts, :\Iajor Clark ordered his 
men to open fire on them-and this without previous warning 
Or the proclaiming of war-W(Junding t\\'0 and killing one Of 
their horses. Thus, on December r6th, r 88o, war wa- declared 
by England against the Bocrs, regardless of the Convention of 
1852, wherein their independence, etc., etc, was guaranteed 
to them. 

This was how the war, which lasted almo:st three months, 
origi nated. 

The wretched Boers had no experienced soldiers, nor did 
they possess cannon, ammunition, modern weapons or a full 

treasury; indeed, they were almost destitute of food and 
clothing. They were armed only with antique flintlock guns, 

and had at the most a hundred rounds of ammunition. Their 
officers had but recently been cho3en ; the majority of them 
had never been under fire before, and, in fact, knew not what 
war meant. Such were the men who were now obliged to take 
up arms and to give battle. Against whom? .\gain t Your 

Majesty? Against Great Britain? ~o! Your :\Iaje ty, happily 
not; but again ·t those persons who, through misrepre·entation, 

had beguiled the Briti h Empire into the committal of a 

:shameful deed, thereby seeking to cast a lasting reproach on 
Your J\Tajesty's honored name, and that of the noble Briti h 
race, at the same time straining to crush a people to whom 
Your :\Iajesty had, by the terms of the Zand-Pi vcr Convention, 

etc., guaranteed their independence. 
In this way the unfortunate struggle between the Boers and 

English came about. The Bo~rs, perceiving that they could 
not move their pitiless oppres ·ors b} their protest-; and 
petitions, resoln~d to repurchase l1berty with their blood . 
. \!though many more brave English soldiers fell than Hoer:;, the 
loss of the Boer, however, \\'as greater and more acutely felt, 
considering the status of the Briti~h soldier and how r:onsider
ably it differs from that of the Hoer. The Hoer was fighting 
for his property, his home and for his country. lie is ill\·ari-
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ably the father of a family, and if he gets killed then he leaves 
behind him a widow and children, or, perhdps, the only son of 
a widow or of aged and decrepit parents, whose support he was, 
is killed. A soldier knows none of these tender anxieties. He 
is instructed in the sci~nce of war, and think - of nothing else; 
hi~ .. greatest ambition is to carry out the orders of h!s com
mander and to gain a medal for bravery in the fight. They do 
not concern themselves with the question as to whether they 
are fighting in a good or bad, a just or unjust, cause. No! it 
matters little to them. Those in high positions (who sit in 
safety) should know, for they have calculated how much glory 
and honor they can gain or purchase with the life and blood of 
the soldier, but they do not consider the amount of suffering and 
pain they inflict and what their responsibility will be when they 
come before the judgment seat of the Great Judge of Heaven 
and Earth, before whom everyone will one day have to stand, 
face to face with those who stood under their authority and 
were used to the destruction and downfall of others. 

In this war, however, such was not the outcome, for, although 
the struggle was fierce and arduous and the Boers lost heavily, 
their God gave them the ultimate victory. There arose a man
Mr. Gladstone-at the head of affairs in Great Britain, an 
upright God-fearing man, who could discern the directing 
finger of the Almighty, and was not too high-minded to 
acknowledge the same and boldly declare that righteousness 
exalteth a nation-his nation, Your Majesty's nation-while 
injustice and wrong-doing sullie the fame of a nation. Actu
ated thereto by a generous and noble impulse, he caused the 
unjust war to cease, and restored the honor of Great Britain by 
transforming an act of violence into a magnanimous deed. 
Peace was thereupon concluded at Langs Nek, and the Boers 
might have again exulted at being in amity with Great Britain, 
although burdened now with a heavy debt-a liability which 
they respectfully protest they never incurred- an empty treas
ury, broken firearms, ammunition all spent, and a Convention 
that cannot be conformed with, which can be declared as 
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mfringed every day, with no impartial tribunal to determine one 
way or the other. The Boers were, however, free again, and 
they hoped it would now go better with them. They vainly 
imagined so, and frequently declared so. But, alas! Poor 
Transvaal! You have hardly survived one disaster when wo 
others stand staring you in the face. 

Unfortunately a rich gold mine ha' been di ·covered in your 
country. It is surely not meant for the poor down-trodden 
Boer. Poor and abandoned men oon began to flock to this 

cw Eldorado, and were presently followed by a legion of 
unscrupulous speculators. Afterwards certain ambitious capi
tali ts arrived on the scene, who knew how to use their 
influence, and were indifferent as to what role they played or 
of what became of the country as long as they could increase 
their wealth tenfold. And to what end did they eventually 
apply their gold, derived from the Transvaal mines? Let 
history tell Your l\Iajesty, and it will prove that it was not 
devoted to the good of the country or the welfare of their 
fellowmen; but, to the contrary, to the detriment of the coun
try whose hospitality they were enjoying. 

Their object wa to overthrow the Government and to rob 
the people of their liberty, by force if neces ary. As they had 

money in abundance, the proceeds of the gold they had won 
from the mines they bought thousands of rifles and maxim 
cannons-smuggled these, concealed in oil-casks, into the 
country for the purpose of using them against the people of the 
Tran vaal to oust them out of their country, whither the 
capital i ·t had come and posses ed himself of the goldfield · 
With this aim in view they had made a compact with one Cecil 
Rhodes to undertake a raid into the Transvaal, Dr. Jame on 
acting as the tool. 

Behold! Your 1\Tajcsty, the conduct of these men-the same 
• \r 1 • men who arc to day clamoring about grievances. es · gnev-

anccs which have made them rich, richer than ever any of the 

oortrekkers wa or any of their children will be. 



88 

They, then, who tried to overthrow the South-African 
Republic, who stirred up strife in Johannesburg, on account of 
which many anxious and timid people fled from the city to 
escape probable hardships, are re ponsible for that dreadful 
railway accident in Natal, through which so many mothers and 
children lost their lives. They shall also have to answer before 
the judgment seat of God, for the blood that was spilt during 
this contemptible Jameson raid. Here, again, Your Majesty, 
six Boers fell defending their rights and the independence of 

their country. 
Thus have the Boers, from time to time, been aggravated 

and harassed. 
But even in these troubles they were not deserted by their 

God, who gave them refuge and enabled them to prove to 
the world that they are a meek and enlightened people; for, 
although they had it in their power to refuse to grant quarter 
or pardon to Jameson or his gang of freebooters, they did not 
shoot them down as, perhaps, another military force would 
have done, or even follow the example set them at Schlachtcrs
nek. The thought alone that they were British subjects sufficl'd 
the Boers not to treat them according to their deserts, but to 
hand them over to the law officers of Your Majesty to be dealt 
with as Your l'rfajesty deemed fit. And what are the thanks we 
get for our magnanimity in liberating Jameson, Rhodes' hench
man? Instead of thanks we are cursed with the revival of the 

Johannesburg agitation of 1895 and 1896. 
These are the men who, encouraged and assisted by Mr. 

Chamberlain, are trying once again to bring misery upon the 
Transvaal, and as a means to thi end and in order to mislead 
the generous Briti h public, have caused a false document, 
stated to have been voluntarily signed by 2 r ,000 oppressed 
aiiens, to be addressed to Your Majesty. If Your l\Iajesty would 
have that petition sent to Johannesburg to be publicly and impar
tially scrutinized, it would soon be made manifest how many 
thousands of the names appended thereto are of per.,ons who 
had neither read or een it, and of numerous others who have 
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long been dead. Armed with such a document they are now 
endeavoring to bring nnother calamity upon the Transvaal, 

and, perhaps, upon the whole of South-Africa. \Vere such a 

scrutiny to take place, it could be po. iti\·ely proved that many 

whose names appear as signatories, rather than being against 

the continuance of the independence of the Transvaal, have 

grievances against the framers of that notorious petition, and 

would like to bring them up for witholding their wages or ill

treatment. Such, we are ·ure, will faithfully stand by the Roers 

and fight for their adopted country; unlike the author of that 

petition, who e guilty consciences are prompting them to lea\·e 

the country or send their wives and money a\\'ay to Xatal or 

the Cape Colony. All this for fear of the consequences of their 

own wickedness. They have insured the works at their gold 

mines against damage, \\'hich they recklessly wish to cause to 

others. The \\'ire puller of this vi le cheme are :\lessrs. 

Rhodes, Chatttberlain and Jame:on. 
\'our :\Iajesty, what are we expected to do? \\·e are tvld 

to-day they demand the franchise. \Vould it not be better for 

the people and for the independence of the country to gi\·e a vote 

to every raw Englishman, just arrived in the country, or even an 

army deserter, than to such unscrupulous capitalists and dishon

est speculators, whose only object is to rob the outh-African 

Republic of its independence, in order to be enabled to do the 

same here with the gold mines as they did with the diamond 

mines at Kimbedy under British rule? 
Your Majesty, it was with a deep sense of pain at the critical 

state of affairs in South-Africa. that I commt-nced to write this 

letter, but my pain and indignation has been inten ified by wlut 

I have lately read in the newspapers of ;\fr. Chamberlain and 

his statements anent the Tran~\ aal, whic.h he fondly hopes \\'ill 

be accepted as gospel truth by e\'eryont:. If c ha. ne\·er yet 

been in the Transvaal. 1 have been to London and yet I do 

not pretend to kno\\' all about it. \Vould it not be presumption 
on my part to think so? r\nd does he alone kno\\' c1·erything 

about the Tran!;\'aal? Xo! Your :\Tajesty. :\o\1' I sec 
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clearly that he has been mislead, that he has believed in 
fiction; for how otherwise could he have uttered such lan

guage? \Vitness his bitter speech at Birmingham when 
he referred to the shooting of Edgar. Your Maje ty, this 
man had struck another a mortal blow, and when the 
police tried to arrest him, he struck and almost killed one 

of them, who thereupon shot him dead. It was indeed a 
regrettable incident; but has it not often occurred at Hyde 
Park and Trafalgar Square, that the English police have found 
it necessary to fire on an unarmed mob, thereby killing and 
wounding private citizens? And did ever any foreign minister 

dream of declaring war against England or make unreasonable 
demands on account of such action? Mr. Chamberlain is 
alarmed, forsooth, because a woman is murdered in the streets 
of Johannesburg-a circumstance which we all deplore, yet 
cannot discover the murderer. We have offered a reward of 
£soo to anyone giving information that will lead to the con

viction of the person who committed this crime, but up to the 

present we have failed in tracking the culprit. ow, Your 
Majesty, how many women were murdered in London by the 
SO·called Jack-the-Ripper, who, notwithstanding Mr. Chamber
lain, has never been caught? And yet who would ever dream 
of going to war with England because of this Jack-the-Ripper? 
Mr. Chamberlain, however, would set the whole of South-Africa 
ablaze just because we ha,·e not captured a murderer, or 

bLcause a jury has not convicted an Englishman in our police 
service of a certain murder. 

Will Your lVIaje ty permit a small, weak State, that has time 
after time relinquished its rights. and has ever tried to live in 
peace and harmony with Your Majesty's people and Govern
ment, to be oppressed and overthrown by a world ·renowned 

power and might of Great Britain, simply owing to the misrep
rc~entations of the persons I have already mentioned? 

uch is the inquiry of one who considers it an honor and 

privilege to extol Your Majesty, the Queen of Great Britain 
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and Ireland and the Empress of r ndia, and to acknowledge the 

generosity of the British nation and of several British state men. 
No! Your Majesty, ever in supplication to the Almighty. 

who ruleth ovc>r Kings and Princes, and inclineth all to His 
great will, l, Your Majesty'!> humble petitioner, will n ver 

belie\·e that Your Majesty will suffer the sacred rights of a weak, 

peace-loving people to be violated in your name, and :outh-.\frica 
to be cast into grief and mourning. To the contrary, I pray Your 
Majesty that peace, rest, prosperity, union and co-operation 

will reign in Your Majesty's name throughout South-Africa, 
and endure as long as there remains a Hoer or an Englishman 
on earth. 

Such is the wish and prayer of 

Your ?11aje ·ty's most humule petitioner, 

P. J. JOCBI·:RT, 







M J. STEI N , 

PRESIDENT OF THE ORANGE FREE STATE. 



A PROCLAMATION 
TO TllE 

BURGHERS OF THE ORAN GE 
FREE STATE, 

l:l\ PRESIDENT ,\\. J. STEI 

" Burghers of the Orange..: Free tatc..:. The time which \I'C 

had so much desired to avoid, the moment when we as a nation 

arc compelled with arms to oppose injustice and shameless 
violence, is at hand. Our sister Republic to the north of the 
Vaal River is about to be attacked by an un:crupulous enemy, 
who for many years ha~ prepared him ·elf, and sought pretexts 

for the violence of which he is nO\\ guilty, whose purpose it is 
to destroy the cxi"tence of the Afrikander race. 

BOUXD PY :\IA:\Y TIE . 

" \Vith our sister Republic we are not only bound by tics of 
blood, of sympathy and of common interest. but also b:· formal 
treaty, which has been necessitated by circum tances. This 
treaty demands of U<> that we assi t her if she should be unju tly 

attacked, which we, unfortunately, for a long time han! had too 
much n:ason to expect. \Vc, therefore, cannot pa-;~i\'ely look 
on while injustice is done her, and while also our own dearly 
bought freedom is endangered, but are called as men to resi~t. 
trusting the Almighty, firmly belie,·ing that lie ,,·ill neYcr 

permit inju tice and unrightcousness to triumph . 
"" ' ow that we thus resi•t a powerful enemy, with whom it 

has always been our honest desire to li\'C in friend _ hip, notwith-
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standing injustice and wrong done by him to us in the p1st, we 
solemnly decLue, in the presence of the Almighty God, that 
we are compelled thereto by the inju ·tice done to our kinsmen, 
and by the conscio:.:sne ·s that the end 'of their independence 
will make our existence as an independent tate of no signifi
cance, and that their fate, should they be obliged to bend under 
an overwhelming power, will also soon after be our own fate. 

"Solemn treaties have not protected our sister Republic 
against annexation; against conspiracy; against the claim of 
an abolished suzerainty; against the continuou~ oppression and 
interference, and ;·,ow against a renewed attack, which aims 

only at her downfall. 

BROKEN PROMISES. 

"Our own unfortunate experiences in the past have also 
made it sufficiently clear to us that we cannot rely on the most 

solemn promises and agreements of Great Britain, when she 
has at her helm a government prepared to trample on treaties, 
to look for feigned pretexts for every violation of g-ood faith by 

her committed. This is proved among other things by the 
unjust and unlawful British intervention, after we had overcome 

an armed and barbarous black tribe on our eastern frontier, as 
also by the forcible appropriation of the dominion over part of 
our territory where the discovery of diamonds had caused the 
desire for this appropriation, although contrary to existing 

treaties. 
"The desire and intention to trample on our rights as an 

independent and sovereign nation, notwithstanding a solemn 
convention existing between this State and great Britain, have 
also been more than once, and are now again, shown by the 
present Government by giving expression in public documents 

to an unfounded claim of paramountcy over the whole of South 
Africa, and, therefore, also over this State. 

"\\'tth regard to the South Africa Republic, Great Britain 
has, moreover, refused until the present to allow her to regain 
her original position in respect to foreign affair!l, a po ition in 
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respect to foreign affairs, a position which she had lost in no 
sense by her own faults. The original intention of conventions. 
to which the Republic has consented under pressure of circum
stances, has been perverted and continually been used by the 
present Rritish aclministration a a means for the P,ractice of 
tyranny and of injustice, and, among other thing:;, for the sup
port of a revolutionary propaganda within the Republic in 

favor of Great Britain. 

" 0 REDRESS OFFERED. 

"And while no redress has been offered, as justice demands 
for injustice done to the South Africa Republic on the part of 
the British Government, and while no gratitude is exhibited for 
the magnanimity shown at the request of the British Go\·ern
ment to Briti h subjects who had forfeited under the laws of 
the Republic their lives and property, yet no feeling of shame 
has prevented the British Government, now that the gold mines 
of immense values have been discovered in the country. to 
make claims of the Republic, the consequence of which, if 
allowed, will be, that those who, or whose forefather have 
aved the country from harbari m and have won it for ci,·iliza

tion with their blood and their tears, will lose their control 

over the interests of the country, to which they are ju tly 
entitled according to divine and human laws. The conse
quenc<" of these claims would be, moreover, that the greater 
part of the power will be placed in the hands of those. who, 
foreigners by birth, enjoy the privilege of depriving the country 
of its chief treasure, while they have never hown any loyalty 

to a foreign government. 
"Be ides, the inevitabLe consequence of the acceptance of 

these claims would be that the independence of the country as 
a self-governing, independent sovereign republic would be 
irreparably lost. For years past British troop in great num
bers have been placed on the frontiers of our sister republic in 
order to compel her by fear to accede to the demand!> \\·hich 
would be pressed upon her, and in order to encourage re,·olu-
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tionary disturbances and the cunning plans of those whose 
greed for gold in the cause of their shameless undertakings. 

"Those plans have now reached their climax in the open 
violence to which the present British Government now re orts. 
While we readily acknowledge the honorable character of 
thousands of Englishmen, who loathe such deeds of robbery and 
wrong, we cannot but abhor the shameless breaking of treaties, 
the feigned pretexts for the transgression of law, the violation 
of international law and of justice and the numerous right
rending deeds of the British statesmen, who will now force a 
war upon the South-African Republic. On their heads be the 
guilt of blood, and may a just Providence reward all as they 
deserve. 

"Burghers of the Orange Free State, rise as one man against 
the oppressor and the violator of right. 

"In the strife, to which we are now driven, have a care to 
commit no act unworthy of a Christian and of a Burgher of the 
the Orange Free State. Let us look forward with confidence 
to a fortunate end of this conflict, trusting to that Higher Power, 
without whose help human weapons are of no avail. 

"May He bless our arms. Under His banner we advance 
to battle for liberty and for Fatherland. 

"M. T. STEIN, 
" State President." 



OFFICIAL DISPATCHES 
EXCHAXGED BF.TWEEN 

PRESIDENT STEIJN 
A:-<D 

HIGH COMMISSIONER. 

The following dispatches have been exchanged between His 
Honor President Steij n and His Excellency ir Alfred l\Iilner: 

~0. J. 

Higlt Commissioner, Cape Towu, State President, Blomifontcin: 

19th Sept.-I have the honour to inform your Honour that 
it has been deemed advisable by the Imperial Military authori
ties to send a detachment of the troops, ordinarily stationed at 
Cape Town, to as ist in securing the line of communication be
tweeen the Colony and the British territories lying to the· 'orth 
of it. As this force, or a portion of it, may be stationed near 
the Borders of the Orange Free State, I think it desirable to 
acquaint your Honour with this movement, and the reasons for 
it, in order to prevent any m1sconception on the part of the 
Burghers of the Orange Free tate, of the object which the 
Military authorities have in vie\\·. The mo,·ement in que.tion 
is in no way directed aga.inst the Orange Free ~-tate, nor i- it 
due to any anxiety as to the intention of the latter, a· I rest 
fully satisfied with the declarations on thi · point contained in 
your Honour's telegram of August r6 last. I take this oppor
tunity of making a general statement of the attitude of H. I\I. 
Govt. at the pre ·cnt juncture which in view of the many 
<:urrent misapprehensions on the subject, H. l\L Govt. have 
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authorised me to convey to your Honour. H. M. Govt. are 
still hopeful of a friendly settlement of the differences which 
have arisen between them and the South African Republic: 
but should this hope unfortunately be disappointed, H. M. 
Govt. look to the Government of the Orange Free State to 
preserve strict neutrality and to prevent any l\1 ilitary interven
tion by any of its citizens and are prepared to give formal 
assurance that in that case the integrity of the Orange Free 
State Territory will be strictly respected under all circum
stances. As far as H. M. Govt. are aware, there is absolutely 
no cause to justify any disturbance of friendly relations be
tween Great Britain and the Orange Free State. Her Majesty's 
Government are animated by the most friendly sentiments 
towards the Orange Free State and it is entirely untrue that 
they desire to impair the independence of that Republic. 

o. 2. 

State President, B!ocmfontew, His Erce!!ency Higlt Commissioner, 
Cape Town: 

19th Sept.-Your Excellency's teleg1am of this day. I share 
with your Excellency the hopefulness of a friendly settlement 
of the differences which have arisen between H. M. Govern
ment and the S. A. R. being still arrived at. I cannot even 
now see that those differences justify the use of force as the 
only solution thereof. Both on this account and seeing the 
existing state of tension here and elsewhere in South Africa, I 
note with apprehension and regret the intention of H. l\1. Govern
ment to send a detachment of the troop ordinarily stationed at 
Cape Town northwards with a view to having same or a por
tion thereof stationed near the border of this State. Whilst 
this Government will continue to do all in its power to allay 
excitement, I cannot help impressing upon Your Excellency 
the fact that, if the proposed course be pursued, following as it 
will on other military preparations, near our borders, it will not 
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improbably be considered by our Burghers as a menace to this 
State, and will in any case and naturally create a \·ery strong 
feeling of distrust and unrest amongst them . If unwished for 
developments should arise therefrom, the responsibility will not 
rest with this Government. I will submit Your Excellency's 
telegram to the Volksraad early in its c sion which open ' on 
Thursday next, and meanwhile beg to assure Your Excellency 
that this Government would view with deep regret any dis
turbance of those friendly relations which hitherto exi ted 
between Great Britain and this tate. 

~0. 3· 

High Commissioner, Cape Tm.vn, State President, Bloemfontcin: 

20th ept. - I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of 
your Honour's telegram of ye ·terday. I propose to publi h 
the telegram which I addressed to your Honour. Does your 
Honour de ire that I hould at the same time publish your 
reply? 

i\o. 4· 

Stale P1 i"sident, Bloemfontcin, His Erccl/ency Hi"glt Commissioner, 
Cape Tm.un : 

20th ept.-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Excellency's telegram of this day. I contemplate, as 
stated yesterday, submitting your Excellency's telegram to the 
Volksraad if possible to-morrow, and at the same time to inform 
it of my reply thereto. I have no objection to rny reply to 
your Excellency being publi bed. 

o. 5· 
StalL Presidml, !Jiomifontein, !lis E.tccl/mcy Hig!t Commis

siono, Cape lm.vll: 

2:,th ept. - I have this day received information that con
siderable body of troops are being moved northward along and 
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nearer our border, from Ladysmith by rail. With a view to 
allaying undue excitement, I trust and would be pleased to 
learn from Your Excellency that the report is devoid of truth. 

~0. 6. 

From Higlz Commissioner, Cape T01un, to tate Prcsidcnt, Bloem
fontein: 

25th Sept.-Your Honour's telegram of to-day. Governor 
of Natal informs me that some troop are being moved from 
Ladysmith to Glencoe, and will be replaced at Ladysmith by 
troops frow Maritzburg. There is no advance towards the 
borders of the Orange Free State, nor is there any justification 
for alarm. I am not aware of any change in the situation since 
my telegram to Your Honour of the 19th. I adhere to the 
hope therein expressed as regards differences between Her 
-:\Iajesty's Government and the South-African Republic and 
repeat the assurance given to the Orange Free State . 

.:\o. 7· 

State Presidwt, Bloemfontein, !lis E:rcdlmcy Higlz Commissioner, 
Cape TO"t.llll: 

27th Sept.-I have the honour to communicate, for informa
tion of Your Excellency and H. :\I.'s Government, the foJiow
ing resolution, this day unanimously adopted by the Volksraad. 
Translated begins : 

The Volksraad having heard the second paragraph of His 
Honour's opening speech and the official documents and cor
respondence relating thereto which have been handed in ; 

Having regard to the strained state of affairs in South
Africa, which has arisen in consequence of the differences 
between the Governments of the outh-African Republic and 
H. B. Majesty's, which constitute a threatening danger for 
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bringing about hostilities, the calamitous effects of which would 
be incalculable for all white inhabitants of South-Africa ; 

Being bound to the South-African Republic by the closest 
bonds of blood and alliance, and tanding in a most friendly 
relationship towards Iler British 11ajesty's Government; 

Fearing that should a war break out a hatred would be 
generated between the European races in South-Africa, which 
still, in the far future, will impede and restrain the peaceful 
development of all the 'tates and Colonies of South-Africa; 

Being sensible that the serious obligation rests upon the 
Volksraad to do all that is possible to prevent the shedding of 
blood; 

Considering that in the course of negotiations with the 
British Government, which have extended over several months, 
every endeavour has been made by the Government of the 
South-African Republic to arrive at a peaceful ·olution of the 
differences which have been brought forward by L'"itlanders in 
the .-A. Republic, and which have been adopted a its own 
cause by the Government of H. B. :\Iajesty, which endeavours 
unfortunately have only had the result that British troops have 
been concentrated upon the borders of the outh-African 

Republic, and are still continually being reinforced: 
"Resolves to instruct the Government still further to do 

everything in their power to preserve and establish peace and 
to contribute by peaceful methods towards the solution of the 
existing differences, provided that can be brought about without 
injury to the Honour and Independence of this State or of the 

outh-African Republic, and wi hes unmistakably to declare its 
opinion that there exi b no cause for war, and that if a war 
is now begun or occasioned by H. B. Majesty's Government 
against the ~outh-African R~epublic this will morally be a war 
against the whole white population of outh-Africa, and would 
in its results be calamitous and criminal. Further, that the 
Orange Free State will honestly and faithfully obsen·c its obli
gation to\\ ards the outh-African Republic arising out of the 
political alliance between the two Republic·, whatever may 

happen." 
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No. 8. 

From State President, Bloemfonteiu, to His Excellency tlte Hig!t 
Commissioner, Cape Town. 

27th Sept.-In view of the ever increasing gravity of the 
situation and the strained relations unfortunately existing 
between the Government of Great Britain and of the S. A. 
Republic, I deem it my duty to avail myself of this opportunity 
to address H. M.'s Government through Your Excellency. 

The Free State Government, as H. M.'s Government are 
aware, is bound both to the people of the S. A. Republic and of 
the neighbouring British Colonies by ties of blood and friend
ship. It is in addition bound on the one hand to the S. A. 
Republic by a solemn treaty, in which this State has under
taken to assist the Sister Republic in the event of its Inde
pendence being threatened or attacked, whilst on the other side 
there exists between it and the British Government and the 
Governments of the neighbouring British Colonies long estab
lished and highly appreciated amicable relations. It has ever 
been and still is the aim and object of Free State Policy heartily 
to support and continually to foster any measures tending to 
maintain not only, but to increase the spirit of harmony and 
co-operation amongst the Colonies and States of South Africa 
and their respective Governments, and it would most deeply 
regret the occurrence of any untoward event that would cause a 
break in the cordial relations hitherto so happily subsisting 
between this State and all its neighbours. 

It is this strong feeling of good ·will and amity towards both 
the Government of Great Britain and of the S. A. Republic, 
between whom relations have now for some time been unfortu
nately, but, as I trust, only temporarily strained that led me to 
bring about the Conference between Your Excellency and 
President Kruger in May last. I acted in the hope that there
by the basis for a good understanding and harmonious co
operation in the future might have been arrived at. That Con
ference terminated without effecting the desired results, and 
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ever smce then thi Government has been unceasing in its 

efforts and has done all in it~ power to obtain a peaceful and 
satisfactory solution of the differences between H. :\I.'s Govern
ment and the S. A. Republic, by influencing the GO\·ernment 
of the S. "\. Republic to make mo;;t important reform· in the 
matter of Franchi ·e and representation for British subjects 

who arc desirous of becoming burghers of that Republic. 
In pressing those Franchi ·e and representation reform:- and 

concessions, this Government kept in view the spirit that 

animated Your Excellency at the Conference and in which 
they assumed that the British Government also was willing to 

act, viz., ''to adopt an attitude of friendly sugge · tion and not 
of dictation in the internal affairs of the Republic." \\'hen it 
is borne in mind what the position was both in regard to the 

question of Franchise and of repre:entation in the . A. 
Republic at the time of the Conference and what radical 
reforms have been effected by the Government and Legislature 
of that country in the comparatively short time that has 
elapsed since that date, I think it may be fairly claimed that 

our efforts, aided by the repre entations of other friends of 
peace and harmony in , outh Africa have been crowned with a 

large measure of ~ucce ·s. 
\Vhilst the Government of the . ..-\. Republic, encouraged 

thereto by the advice of the Free State and other friends, were 

busy inducing the Legislature and people of that Republic to 
accept reform in the direction suggested and desired by H. ~I.'s 
Government, and intended to meet the alleged want.;; of the 
1Jitlander po~ulation, and e\·en before the proposal ,,.a· made 

by the British Government, that the Franchise La\\' and scheme 

of increased representation for the \Vitwaters Rand Goldfields 
should be submitted to a Joint Commission for examination and 
report, this Government could not be blind to the fact that the 
tone of the despatche - had altered, and that the Briti;;h Go\·
ernment had, in tact, departed from the basis on which negotia
tions were opened: that of not interfering in the internal affair 
<>f the Republic. Th<.: reque~t for the Joint Commi sion of 
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Enquiry emphasised that fact beyond any shadow of doubt. 
Notwithstanding this the Government of the 0. F. State, in th~ 

hope that an impartial investigation might inaugurate a renewal 
of the employment of friendly methods tending towards a sat
isfactory solution of the questions in difference, and, adopting 

the friendly suggestion received from several quarters, once 

more advised the Government of the S. A. Republic to make 
yet another concession, and to give yet another proof of its 
willingness to meet the British Government, by consenting to 

accept the invitation of the British Government to take part in 
such a Joint Commission; this advice was adopted, and at last 
it seemed that the efforts of the friends of peace and harmony 
in South-Africa stood a fair chance of being crowned with 
success. Great, therefore, was the disappointment of the Gov
ernment and people of this State when it transpired that, from 
causes which I am still unacquainted, our best efforts, culmi
nating in the acceptance by the S. A. Republic of the proposals 
of the British Government for a Joint Commission of Enquiry 
on the seven years Franchise Law and adopted increased repre
sentation scheme, proved unavailing, and that the unfortunate 
tension seemed, as it seems now, to be only increasing. 

This Government are still prepared, and tender their services 
to further the interest:; of peace, and to continue in their endeav
ours to procure a satisfactory solution of existing difficulties 
on fair and reasonable lines: they feel themselves, however, 
hampered now as in the pc1st : 

a. By a want of knowledge as to the definite object and 
extent of the desires or demands of the British Government, 

compliance with which that Government consider themselves 
entitled to insist upon, and as to the grounds on which such 
insistance is based. 

b. By the fact that, notwithstanding the repeated assurances 
of the British Government that it did not wish to interfere in 
the internal affairs of the S. A. Republic nor to disturb its. 
independence, it has pursued a policy which seems to justify a 

contrary conclusion. 
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To give but one instance, which could not be otherwise than 

calculated to be a most disturbing clement in the conduct of 

negotiation , I may mention the enormous and ever increasing 
military preparations on the part of the British Government, 
indicating a policy of force and coercion during the whole 

course of negotiations which were stated to be of a friend! r and 

conciliatory nature, those preparations, in the ab ence of any 
app;trent cause justifying the same, being not unnaturally looked 

upon as a direct menace to the S. A. Republic. After all that 

has been done by the S .. .\. Republic to meet the wishes of 
H. M.'s Government for a Joint Commission to enquire into the 
scope and effect of those measures and whether immediate and 

substantial repre·entation would thereby be assured to the 
Uitlandcrs willing to avail themseh·es of the provisions thereof, 

this Government cannot conceive it po ible that the points of 
difference that may exi-t on this subject justify those extensive 
and ever increasing military preparations being carried out on 
the borders, not only of the . A. Republic, but al o of the 0. F. 

State, and it is, therefore, reluctantly compelled to conclude that 
they must be intended to secure other objects at present 
unknown to the Government of this . tate, and the knowledge 

whereof, if they prove to be fair and rea onable, might induce 

thi ' Governmeut to make neces ary repre entations to secure 
their attainment and enable them to continue their efforts to 

secure a speedy, peaceful and satisfactory solution of the 
difficulties and differences existing between H. :'11.' Go\·ernment 

and the Government of the . A. Republic. I beg to add that 
I am firmly convinced (and feel ·ure that any reasonable a!'sur

ance could be obtained), that the Government of the :. A. 
Republic have been sincerely desirous to maintain in its 
integrity the Convention of 84, both as regards its letter and 
its spirit, and that they do not contemplate or a-:sert a claim to 

any absolute political st<1tus without the qualification arising 
out of Art. 4 of that Con\·ention, and accordingly it does not 
appear to me that there i~ any misunderstanding hereon that 
could not promptly ami without difficulty be .-.cttled. I feel 
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assured that there is no difference between their contention on 
that point and the communication made on behalf of II. :\1.'s 
Government by H. M.'s High Commissioner to the Govern
ment , both of the S . ./\.. Republic and of this State, on the 
27th February, 1884, as to the import of that Convention. 
That communication was as follows: "Same complete internal 

independence in Transvaal as in the Orange Free State. 
Conduct and control intercourse, Foreign Governments con
ceded. Queen's final approval Treaties reserved." 

In the expectation that H. M.'s Government will share my 
views that no effort should be spared to effect a peaceable settle
ment, if possible, of the points in difference between them and 
S. A. Republic, and that consequently all causes of irritation 
likely to delay or prevent such settlement should be removed 
or at least not be aggravated, I trust that H. M.'s Government 
may see their way clear pending the arrival of the further des
patch intimated as about to be sent to the Government of the 
S. A. Republic, and pending further negotiations, to stop any 
further movements or increase of troops on or near the borders 
of the S.-A. Republic and of this State, and further to give an 
assurance to that effect to allay the great excitement and irrita
tion naturally aroused and increased thereby, and if H. M.'s 
Government should be pleased to accede to this request, this 
Government would be glad to be favoured with the views of 
H. ::\I.'s Government on the points raised herein, and more 
particularly as to the precise nature and scope of the concessions 
or measures, the adoption whereof II. M.'s Government consider 
themselves entitled to claim or which they suggest as being 
necessary or sufficient to insure a satisfactory and permanent 
solution of exi ting differences between them and the .-A. 
Republic, whilst at the same time providing a means for settling 
any others that may arise in the future. 

( ig.) M. T. S TEIJ N, State President. 
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:\o. 9· 
Higlz Commissioner, Cape Trno1t, His Honour State Presidmt, 

Bloemfontcin: 

28th Sept.- I beg to acknowledge your Honour's two tele
grams received last night, the content· of which I have commu
nicated to H. ?11.'s Government. 

~o. ro 

State Prcszdmt, Hloemfimtcin, !lis Exedlcnq Higlz Commissioner, 
Cape Town: 

2d Oct.- 1 have the honour to inform Your Excellency that 
I have deemed it advisable in order to allay the inten e excite
ment and unrest amongst our Burghers arising from the totally 
undefended state of our Borders in the presence and continued 
increase and movement of troops on two ides of this State, to 
call up our Burghers to satisfy them that due precautions have 
been taken in regard to guarding our Borders and to insure 
their not acting independently of proper controL I am till 
strongly and sincerely desirous of eeing and, if possible, aiding 
in a friendly settlement of the differences between H. :\1. 
Government and the . A. Republic being arrived at. I am 
still looking forward soon to be favoured with the views of H. 
M. Government on the points touched upon in my telegraphic 
despatch to Your Excellency of the 27th ult., receipt whereof 
was acknowledged by Your Excellency on the following day. 

I I. 

Higlt Commissio111r, Cape T O'iv;z, l!is I Jonour, Stale Pu·szifmt, 
Blomifontcm : 

2nd October.-! have the honour to acknowledge your 
Honour's telegram of to-day, the term of which I am com
municating to II. :\I. Government. \Vith reference to the move-
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ments of troops to which you refer, I can only repeat the assur
ances given in my telegrams of the 19th and 25th September. 

I regret that Your Honour hould have felt obliged to order up a 
large body of Burghers and to place them immediately on our 
Borders whereas no Imperial troops have been so placed on the 

Borders of the Orange Free State, except the small detachment 
engaged in the defence ofKimberiy, but as your ITonour ha!; seen 
fit to take this course, I am glad to have your Honour's assurance 

that your forces will be held in proper control. As your Honour 
is aware, the Gon·rnment of the S. A. Republic has mobili:ed and 
placed upon the Borders of ~atal a very considerable army and 

made dispositions which, unwilling as I am to believe such action 
possible, seem to inGilicate an immediate invasion of the Queen's 
dominions. In view of the repeated declaration of your Honour 
I feel confident that any invasion of H. 1\1. territories by the 
S. A. Republic would not have the countenance and support of 

your Honour' Go·:ernment, all the more so as Your Honour 
continues to express the hope of a peaceful settlement, of which 

I likewise do not despair. I hope to be ;;blc very shortly to 

communicate to you the reply of H. :M. Government to your 
telegram of the 27th of September. 

No. 12 

State Presidott, Blocmfonteiu, Hts Excellency Higll Commissioner, 
Cape Town. 

2nd October.-1 have the honour to acknowledge receipt of 

your Excellency's telegram of this afternoon. I cannot help, 
regretfully, expressing my conviction that the action of the 
Trans\·aal in putting Burghers on their Borders, is only the 
natural result, all along feared by me, of the constant increase 

of British troops and their movement in the direction of Trans
vaal Border. At the same time I have no reason to anticipate 
any immediate aggressive action on part of Transvaal, unless 

further forward movement of British troops should indicate 
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intention of attack on Transvaal. I beg to urge upon your 
Excellency the necessity of trying both to expedite the reply 
to my telegraphic despatch and to prevent further movement 
of troops. 

1 ·o. I 3· 
Hig!t Commissioner, Cape Town, State Pnsidmt, Hlocmfontein: 

3rd Oct.-1 have the honour to acknowledge your Ilnnour'
telegram of yesterday evening. Your Honour mu t be per
fectly aware that ali the movements of British troops which 
have taken place in this country since the beginning of present 
troubles, and which have been necessitated by the natural 
alarm of the inhabitants in exposed district -, are not compara
ble in magnitude with the recent massing of armed forces of 
the S.-A. Republic on the borders of l\atal. I do not suggest 
that your Honour is in any way re ponsible for that action, 
which appears to me inconsistent with the tone of your 
Honour's telegram of the 27th eptember, in which you 
expre sed your conviction that a peaceful settlement of diffi
culties was still possible and ought to be arrived at. 

0. 14. 

State President, Bloemfontein, Higlt Commissioner, Cape Town: 

3rd Oct.-I have the honour to acknowledge your Excel
lency's telegram of this morning. I am as sincerely and 
strongly dc::.irous as ever to see a speedy, peaceful and satis
factory solution being arrived at, and to do all that lies in my 
power to try e\ en yet to attain that result. I deem it my duty, 
however, to state emphatically that I do not consider that the 
movevents of British troops which have taken place in this coun
try since the beginning of the pre:,ent troubles have been neces
sitated by the natural alarm of the inhabitant-; in exposed dis
tricts, nor, in fact, have I ever thought that there were any fair 
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grounds justifying such movements. On the contrary, I have 
never for a moment had or expressed any other view than that 
the ever increasing military preparations, which both in England 
and in South Africa, have all along accompanied protestations 
for a desire to arrive at peaceful and friendly settlement, retarded 
and hampered the efforts of myself and all those who were sin
cerely working to maintain peace and effect fair settlement. 
To the bitter and hostile tone of the utterances made both by 
responsible men and by almost the whole English press in South 
Africa and in England, bristling with misrepresentation and 

constant menace to the Transvaal, accompanied by ever increas
ing military preparations on an extensive scale, not only in 
South Africa and in England, but throughout the British 

Empire, which are openly stated as being directed against and 
intended to coerce the Transvaal, I mainly attribute the failure 
hitherto of arriving at an amicable and satisfactory solution of 
existing difficulties. I wish to place on record my earne t 

conviction, that on those in authority, who introduced the mili
tary element, and who thereby inaugurated and have since 
continued a policy of menace and forcible intervention, will rest 
the re ponsibility, should all efforts fail to secure peace and an 
honourable settlement of diff~rences. After the proofs already 

given by the Transvaal since the Conference, to meet the view 
and wishes of the British Government, I consider the constant 
and systematic attempts to throw the blame for the present 

critical situation of affairs on the S. A. Republic unjust to and 
undeserved by the latter. 

\\'hilst I am not responsible for, but on the contrary, for a 
long time ·uccessfully used my best endeavours to prevent the 
massing of burghers by the Government of the S. A. Republic 
on their border:;, I cannot but recognise the fact that in view of 

the action of the British authorities already alluded to, the 
Transvaal Government can not be blamed for acting as they 
have done. I am the more confirmed in this view by the fact 

that whilst I am ~till without any reply to my telegr:tphic 
despatch of the 27th ult., and in which I expressed my convic-



tion a~ quoted by your Excellency, the reasonable request 
therein made that the increase and further movement of British 
troops should be stayed, and which, if acceded to, would 
probably have prevented the calling out of the burghers both 
in the S. A. Republic and in this tate, has not only been 
ignored, but acti\'ity in millitary preparations and the despatch 

of troops have been going on more persistently than ever. 
I am not in a position to judge whether the movement of 

British troops on the Border of the S. A. Republic is com

parable or not in magnitude with the recent ma~sing of armed 

forces of the S. A. Republic on their Borders, but your Excel
lency ~hould not lose sight of the..: fact that on all sides in the 
English press and otherwise the assertion constantly finds ex

pression that the British .troops already in this Country, with their 
superior armament and discipline, are more than a match for the 
undisciplined Burgher force of the Republic, are intended forth

with to enforce British demands on the Transvaal, and that more
over troops arc being dispatched almost daily from England, and 
military preparations are in active and con ·tant progre s which 
are utterly incompatible with the requirements of defence, and 
which would seem to more than :ufficiently justify a conviction, 

in the minds of the Burgher · of the .. \. Republic, that Eng

land has abandoned any idea of attempting any longer to arri\'e 
at a solution of differences, except by force. I trust that your 

Excellency will receive this communication in the spirit in 

which it is honestly intended, namely, to put the facts of the 
case and the situation, as I see them, at this most critical time, 

clearly before you so as to prevent any misunderstanding, not 

only, but in the hopes that by a clear comprehen ·ion of the 
views I hold as to the eau ·e whici-1 have brought about the 

present c ri ~ i s, yom r·:.·c ·11 1\ ·y may the ht:tt ·r be " 11. bh:J to 

form a judgment not ba~c..:d on l:X~partc information only. I feel 
deeply imprc..:s:-;ctl \\ ith the danger of delay, and with the urgent 

need of immediate action being tah.:n if any further attempts 

arc to be made to secure a peaceful :,olution. Once..: again 1 
tender my best services towards the..: attainment of that object. 
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but I fear that these will probably be usdess and unavailing if 
not accompanied or preceded by the assurance requested in 

mine of 27th ult. 

Xo. 1 5· 

From Higll Commissiontr, Cape To-wn, to His Honour tltc State 
President, Bloemfontcin: 

4th Oct.-::-\o. 2.-I have the honour to acknowledge your 
Honour's long telegram of yesterday afternoon, the substance 
of which I have communicated by wire to I I. :\1. 's Government. 
There is, I think, a conclusive reply to your Honour's accusa
tions against the policy of H. l\I.'s Government; but no good 
purpose could be served by recrimination. The present position 
is that burgher forces are assembled in very large numbers in 
immediate proximity to the frontiers of ~atal, while the British 
troops occupy certain defensive positions well within those 
borders. The question is whether the burgher forces will 
invade British territory, thus closing the door to any possibility 
of a pacific solution. I cannot believe that the S.-A. Republic 
will take such aggressive action, or that your Honour would 
countenance such a course, which there is nothing to justify. 
Prolonged negotiations have hitherto failctl to bring about a 
satisfactory understanding, and no doubt such understanding is 
more difficult than ever to-clay after expulsion of British subjects 
with great loss and suffering. But till the threatened act of 
aggression is committed I shall not despair of peace, and I feel 
sure that any reasonable proposal, from whatever quarter pro
ceeding, would be favourably consiJered by I I. 1\l.'s Govern
ment, if it offered an immediate termination of the present 
tention and pro ·pect of permanent tranq uility. 

::\o. 16. 

From State President, Bloemfontcin, to !!is Ercdlellc.J' tlu Higlt 
Commz~·siontr, Cafe Tcr.,'l!: 

sth Oct.-1 have the honour to ackno\\"lcdgc the receipt of 
Your Excellency's telegram No. 2, of yesterday evening. I 



note with pleasure that Your Excellency does not despair of 
peace, and that you feel sure that any n:asonable proposal, from 

whatever quarter proceedtng. 1\'<Htld be favourably consitlered 
by H. :\I. Government, if it qffen.:d an immediate termination 
of the present tension an l a pr J,.,pect of permanent tranquility. 

I see no reason why such [l1'oposals should not be forthcoming, 
and I myself am prepared acti,•ely to assist to bring about the 
indicated and de-;ir.tbk n:sult. I must, however, point out that 
it seems to me it wouid be most difficult to attempt to make 

friendly proposals or continue to ne~ntiatc whilst the armed 
forces on both sides remain in menacing positions now occupied 
by them, but above all do I consider it \\·nuld not be practicable 

J to induce the Government of the S .• \. Republic to make or 

entertain proposals or 'iuggestion~. unlcs'i not only the troops 
menacing their State are withdrawn further from their border, 
but an assurance be gi,·cn by H. i\I GO\·ernment that all further 

despatch and increase of troops will at once, and during nego
tiations, be stopped, and that those no\\ on the water should 
either not be landed or, at lea t, should remain as far removed 
as can be from the scene of posstble hostilities. I trust Your 
Excellency will agree with me that these suggestions a;e only 

reasonable, c:s it would be manife tly unfair !>hould further 

negotiations prove aborti,·e-a result which I \\·ould earnestly 

endeavour to prevent and which I tru:-.t need not be anticipated

that the forces of the . "\.Republic should be in a worse P·)Si
tion or at a greater di:-;ad,·antage than they are at present. I 

must urge upon Your Excellency the urgent nece:-;sity of inti

mating to me without delay whethd Your Excellency sees your 
way clear to give effect to these my \Jews and wishes, and if so, 

I would be prepared to take steps at once and try and obtain 
any needful assurance t•J s.tfeguard again ·t any act of in1·asion 

of or hostility against any portion of I I. l\1. Colonies or territo
ries pending negotiation:; If the e preliminary but absolutely 
es~;ential matters can be regul.tted bd1veen this and to-morrow, 
I would be further prepared to aid, if possible, in formulating 
and heartily to assist in dealing\\ ith and supporting any reason-



1 Hi 

able proposals which shall possess the clement of finality and 
give the assurance of immediate and lasting peace. A reply to 
the request made in the very last part of my telegraphic des
patch to your Excellency of 27th ultimo would enable me to 
judge in how far it would be possible for me to support the 
requests or requirements of H. M. Government in reopening 
negotiations with the Transvaal. 

In regard to another point, touched upon by your Excel
lency in your telegram under reply, I have no information 
before me from which I can infer that H. l\I. subjects have been 
expelled with great loss and suffering from the S. A. Republic. 
The report, no doubt, has its origin, like many others, in the 
exaggerated statements of persons leaving that country in a 

pamc. 

No. 17. 

From Higlt Commissioner, Cape Toum, to State Prcsidmt, Bloem
fontein: 

6th Oct.- \Vith reference to Your Honour's telegram of yes
terday, I must demur to Your Honour's statement that British 
troops are in menacing positions. I regret that Your Honour 
should sugge t a a condition precedent to further negotiations 
an sssurance from H. M.'s Government hampering thcir free
dom of action with regard to the disposition of British troops 
for defensive purposes in British territory. Such an assurance 

it is impossible for me to ask II. l\I.'s Government to give. If 
on the other hand Your Honour can obtain an assu ranee that, 
pending negotiations, no act of hostility will be committed 
against any of H. :\I.'s possessions, I am prepared to advis<.: I I. 
M. 's Government to give an as urance to the like effect. 

~0. IS. 

From State President, Blocmfonttin, to Hz:fh Commissioner, Cape 

Ttr..cm: 
6th Oct.-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 

Your Excellency's telegram of to-day. I am earnestly desirous 
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of meeting any reasonable suggestion that may tend to a 
continuance of friendly negotiations and to avcrl an i ·sue for 
which, as I have frequently stated, I sec no justification what

ever. I trust that your Excellency will, on reconsideration, 
see that the Government of the S.-A. Republic, in only taking 
proper precautions for the future, might fairly decline, and I do 

not feel I could be expected to ask them to continue negotia
tions in the face of the fact that from al 1 sides of H. ;\L 's 
Dominions troops arc being poured into outh-Africa with the 

avowed object of coercing the .-A. Republic into accepting 
whatever terms II. l\L's Government might decide to impose. 
I have no doubt in so far as li. l\1.'s troops arc intended for 
the defence of H. :Vl.'s posse sions the same purpose, viz., fully 
safeguarding those pos-;ession-; from itwasion and subjects from 

molestation, could be effected. I would be willing to assist in 

its being effected without one side finding it ·elf put at a great 
disadvantage during and because of further negotiations. The 
assurance asked for by your Excellency could, I ha\'e no doubt, 
be obtained and satisfactorily arranged; but the point that I 

think it fair to urge is that it would be taken by the .-A. 
Republic as virtually amounting to an act of hostility on the 

part of I Icr Majesty's Government to be continuously and 

extensively increasing its forces during negotiation when all 

need for defensive measures can, a I firmly belie\-e, be fully 
obviated without such increase. 

:\o. 19. 

fi'rom Ht:![lt Commissionu·, Cape J<r..uu, to State J>r,•sidotl, 
Hlormfontdn: 

7th Oct.-\Vith reference to your Honour's telegram of 

ept. 27th. I am instructed by 11. i\I.'s Government to inform 
your I Ionour that ri. ;\I 's JO\'Crnmcnt have repeatedly 

explained their \'iews on the questions at issue bet\\'cen them and 
the Government of the S. ' . l'epublic. and especially in the 
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note addressed to that GO\·ernment, on September r 2th. I I er 
;\Tajcsty's Government do not think their po<>itinn open to mis

understanding, but if your lfonour desires the elucidation of 

any specific point in their proposals, T I. M's Government arc 
prepared to give it. 

As regards their military preparations, these have been neces

sitated by the action of the Government of the . A. Republic, 
in converting that country into an armed camp. In view of the 
rejection of their iast proposals by the Government of the . A. 

Republic, H. M.'s Government arc reconsidering the situation, 

having regard to the grave fact that both Republics have now 
placed themselves on a war footing. \Vhile intending shortly 

to put forward new proposals of their own, H. M.'s Govern

ment would even now be prepared to consider any definite 
suggestion from your Honour for the termination of the present 
crisis, provided it wa~ not incun,istc.;nt with the attempt of the 

objects ::t\' OWcd nnd ptll·sucd b) them . 

Th ~ nhn v c- ' \" rl"" re• cived bLforc ) ' CJltl" llonolll ' !i Lclcg1 Jll1l uf 

yesterday aftemoon, to which I will r·cply rmmedmtely. 

No. 20. 

From Hig!t CommiHi(I!ICr, Caj>(' Tmv''· to State Plfsident, 
Blocmfontein : 

7th October-! have the honour to acknowledge Your 

Honour's telegram of yesterday afternoon . \Vith every desire 

to relieve the strain of the present situation, I cannot go beyond 

the suggestions made by me in my telegram of yesterday 

morning. I have no right to attempt to influence Your Honour 

as to ,,·hat advice it would be reasonable for you to give to the 

Government of the South African Republic, having regard to 

the impending increase of Her Majesty's forces in outh Africa. 

My object, in all the communications which have passed between 

us since Your Honour's telegram of 2d October, has been to 

leaYe nothing undone which could prc\·ent action on the part 
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of the South African Republic calculated to make a pacific 

solution finally impossihl . But T cannot, even\\ 1th that object, 
ask Her Majesty's Government to pledge themselves either 
with regard to the dispo ition of troops within British territory 
in South Africa or to their de patch thither from other parts Gf 
the Empire. 
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