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l\Ir. IIIGGINS (Northern Melbourne).- opinion, he will admit that I am entitled to 
When I was before the electors of orthern mine. It is also plain that I am now perfectly 
:Melbourne durin"' last :February and larch, free to follow my own trong personal feel
I was asked a question deliberately as to ings in this matter; and I intend to do so. 
whether if another contingent were proposed I intend to do so, now that there is a pro
to be sent to outh Africa, I would support posal for a contingent, not for the purpose 
the suggestion, and I said emphaticaJly of givin"' Uitlanders their rights-not for 
"No." In the result, I was returned by the purpose of driving back Boors who 
a majority over the second candidate larget· I hav invaded a tal-but for the purpose of 
than was secured by any other Victorian absolutely and unconditionally subjugat-
representativc in this Hou~e. ing the two Boer republics. 

Mr. JosEPH CooK.-Not because of t~lat. Mr. I AAC .-Are there any Boer J·epub-
:Jfr. A. 1\IcLJu~.-:--Othct· reprcsentabYes , lies? Are they not British colonies? 

were r turned unammou:ly. 
1 

Mr. IIIGGIN::!.-At all e'ents, it ~o Mr. HIGGIN '.-I a1~1 not in the L .. 'tw 
happened that thi was the only matter in ?ourt~~, and I sha!l not dli>C~ss mere '~ords. 
which the platforms of my ri,·als differ cl The ~oers mu - ~ ~lther s~1bmtt or be killed; 
from mine. I do not pret nd to say that I that IS the po~ntwn winch has been placed 
did not secure votes from men who differed before those people. 
from me in their views upon the war, or An Ho~oH.\BLE .i\IE,IBEH.-That is what 
from those who did not agree with me to any war mcau . 
the full extent, but I think it is plain that l\Ir. HIGGIXR.-No conditions what
the people of the Commonwealth are coming evet· are offered. I oppose the sending of 
to the conclusion that there is no ground contingents to this war, not on the mere 
for the reckless accu. ations of disloyalty, or ground of Pxpediency, having regard to the 
unpatriotic sentiment, mad against those ideal and interest and future policy or 
who oppo. e this war. Australia, but on the simple, old-fashioned 

::\Ir. FISIIEn.-Hear, hear. -Common ground of justice. I know thftt a number of 
sense. honorablo member· will at lea!St give me a 

l\fr. McCoLL.-Very much ground, I 

1 

fair hearing- -that if they think me wrong 
think. they will beat· with me knowing that I u,m 

l\Ir. HIGGINS.-Although the honor-1 speaking my honest conviction~ . Honot·
able me!nbcr for Echuca may be of that able members who were in the Victorian 



Parliament will recollect that I opposed the of reflection, to investigation and the sifting; 
sending of a contingent, on the di tinct of evidence. It must be wrought out in the
ground that the war was unnecessary and cooling chamber of history. I feel that it 
unjust. would be utterly impossible ::md absurd for-

M:r. SALMON.-And that a contingent a man to try to convert another on this 
had not been asked for. question one way or the other. The position 

Mr. HIGGINS.-And th<tt a contingent was the same in regard to the war again t 
had not been asked for at that time. 

1 

the colonies which afterwards bec .. me the-
M:r. SALMON.-But the honorable mem- United States of America. #It wa.q. 

ber said that if a contingent wore asked for the same way with the opium war
it would receive his support. j against China., and with the Crimean war. 

1\-Ir. HIGGINS.-No. I oppo cd the send- I may refer to the llistory ofOm· Ou·n Times. 
ing of a contingent, pointiug out all the by J ustin 1\fcCarthy, in r<>gard to the opium 
grounds on which it appeared to be inex- traffic. 
pedient, and I said then, as I have said Mr. A. 1\IcLEAN.-Onc factor is that the 
always, that if England were in extreme British were not prepared for war, and the 
need-if her existence were in danger and Boers were. 
it were a matter of life and death-we Mr. HIGGL:rS.-The honorablo member
should spend every man u,ud every shilling for Gippsland has already sufficiently ad-
in defending the Empire. vcl'tised his Yiews to his constituents and 

l\fr. \VrLKS.-It might be too lato then . the outside world. \Yith regat·d to the 
:Ur. HIGGINS.-Now, after the dis- opium war, we read in the llistm·y of Our 

closure>! which have been made since the I Ou·n Times-
beginning of the war, and after the de- It may 1 e ~afely a~serted that if the same 
velopments that have taken place in the I event were to occur in Ot~r. day, it '~o~tld b(} 
course of the war, I am not likely to have hardly posq~hle to find a Mtm, t~·y to ol'lgmato a 

. · h . d war, for whJCh at the Rame tune 1t must he owned 
changed my opmion m t e shgh test egree. that the vast majority of the people of all politic . .; 
But I do not m tend to attempt to try to con- and cla.cRcs were only too ready then to fin<l 
vert any honorable member to my view. I excuse and even justification. 
know it would be fruitless to try to do so I may say that I am anxious at the earliest 
in the present state of public feeling, and pos~iblc l:!tage, for my own self respect, to 
in the prc.~cnt state of information supplied disclaim any responsibility in regard to this 
to the public. Such an attempt would be motion, and in regard to this war. ·what 
fruitless, in view of the fact that there are has been done ? The Prime Minister has 
so many who unfortunately take up what submitted a certain motion. But it is not 
appears to mo the most immornJ position of enough to make a rhetorical address about 
saying that even if the Boers were right in our attachment to the old country; because, 
t heir original stand, Great Britain cannot do I take it, we are all attached to the old 
anything now but presR the war to its ulti- country. It is not enough to show what. 
mate conclusion. That, 1\Ir. Speaker, appears has been done at other people's expense, out 
to me to be about as immoral a position as of the taxpayers' money, for the purpose of 
~vera nation conceived. It mean~ that if / demonstrating how loyal. th~ ~Jinistry is. 
1t wore proved up to the lult that \Vhat wo have to deal wtth 1s the specific 
the Boors are heroes, fighting for their 
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motion before us. The Prime l\finist r has 
hear ths and homes against opprcs::;ors and not disclo. cd to the House any ground~>. 
tyrants, still, Great Britain, because she hafl I upon which the soldi<>rs of Au~trali1t ought 
once entered on the war, must fight it to be sent to kill the Boor fanners; and it 
through-she must kill every Doer who does must be admitted that the propo~al is a very 
not choose to submit to her tyranny. That, extreme step when one comes to think of 
of course, is to me a position which is it. 
inconceivable when once it is properly l\Ir. B.-I.RTo.-.-The honor.1ble membel' is 
faced. making a very extreme statement. 

Mr. BARTO?"<.-It is not the case. l\lr. HIGGL..TR.-lt is a very extreme 
Mr. HIGGINS.-I have not said that it step, when one thinks of it, that the Prime' 

is the case; I am using such a position as l\fiuister should invite men, who arc 
an argument. I admit that the decision as Australians, to try to kill men with 
t o who is right and to who is wrong must / whom they have no personal quarrel, with 
be left to time-must be left to the day whom they have had no relations, direct 



or indirect. The only ground on which 
the Prime Minister has urged the sending 
of a contingent is that Great Britain 
is at war, and that, therefore, we should 
help her. If that is to be sufficient ground, 
we should like to know it; but let UB see 
how far it will lead us. I apprehend that 
the Prime Minister is making a very 
difficult position for himself and his suc
cessors in connexion with future wars
that he is making a very difficult 
position for Australia. Are we, with
out going into the causes of the wars 
of Great Britain, to adopt the prin
ciple that we should actively side with 
Great Britain, no matter what is done 1 
The adoption oi- such a course will commit 
Australia to the principle that she must aid 
the Imperial Government in all wars with 
her young lives-and there are few young 
lives to spare in Australia-although she 
has no voice in the negotiations which 
precede war, and is not to be consulted in 
regard to its expediency ot· ncce;,;sity. I 
repeat that the Prime Minister has put him
self and othet·s in a most difficult position. 
In other countries enjoying constitutional 
government it is customary for the Ministry 
to ask Parliament for a war vote, and to 
explain, in supporting that vote, how it is 
that the country has been drawn into war. 
That course, however, has not been followed 
here. 

Mr. "WrLJ{ .-That is so when they are 
directino- a permanent force, but here the 
men are volunteers. 
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Mr. HIGGINS.-It is quite true that 
they are volunteers, at 5s. per day, and the 
position is that they are going to fight a 
number of men who get nothing, who have 
no distinctions to which to look forward, 
no prospect of notices in despatches or even 
of notices in newspapers, no Victoria 
Crosses, no Distinguished Service Orders, no 
epaulettes, and no promotions-in short, who 
have nothing to hope for save the approval 
of their own consciences. .May I also say
and I hope I shall be clearlyunden>tood-that 
I take up the position that the Empire is in 
no danger, and has been in no danger. If 
the Empire had been in danger the position 
would have been a very different one from 
what it is to-day. It is absolutely absurd 
to suppose that an Empire numbering 
250,000,000 or 300,000,000 people is in 
danger when it is engaged in a. wa,r against 
only 250,000 or 300,000 Boers, and when the 
wealthiest country in the world is fighting 
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against these few farmers of the veldt. I 
do not wish to be misunderstood. I am one 
who regard it as clear that no empire in 
the history of the world has done so much 
for civilization and for liberty as has the 
British Empire. I may also add, if honor
able members will allow me to do so, that 
personally I belong to a stock which is the 
most loyal and the most attached to 
England of all stocks w1thin the wide 
ring of the world. Honorable members 
will understand my meaning when I say 
that no one who has not been in Ireland 
can realize the peculiar attachment which 
Protestant Irishmen have for England. 
They are more English than are the Eng
lish themselves. They look to England for 
their principles, for their ideals, and for 
their religion ; they lean upon England, 
and England leans upon them. There 
is no doubt that they are a minority 
planted amongst a population which is 
supposed to be disaflected. They regard 
themselves as having in their trust the 
maintenance of the British flag. Under 
these circumstances, when I was a boy I 
regarded with great delight the accounts 
which I read of the meetings which were 
held in England when Kossuth went 
through that country with triumphant 
demonstrations, and when the English 
audiences so heftrtily applauded him. I 
was delighted to find how English news
papers encouraged Garibaldi, how En,.,lish 
state3men upheld the independence of little 
Belgium, how England favoured Poland 
against the autocratic and imperious 
power of Russia. I was proud to know 
that England was the friend of the op
pressed, and the foe of the oppressor. To 
me, therefore, it is a matter of the deepest 
pain to find that the country to which my 
father and forefathers were always attached 
has entered into a war with a nation far 
beneath its size, and without any sufficient 
justification. Mr. Gladstone, I think, died 
at the end of 1898, aucl ere another year 
had passed Lord Salisbury n,nd his Ministry 
were at war with the Boers in South Africa. 
I do regret that at the present time there is 
not one peFon in England who can touch 
the conscience of the English people 
as the late Mr. Gladstone could touch 
it. John Bright, who oppo ed the 
Crimcan war, has passed away; and he was 
right; 'ir James Graham, who opposed the 
opium war, has passed away; and he was 
right; Fox and Burk:e have passed away; 
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the great Earl of Cha.tham, who opposed that there is no active oppo ition h re 
the wat· against the colonies of America, to the "ar which is now in progress. 
has pa. sed away; and all of these were At the same time, what is proposed~ 
right. \Ye have not now in England a \Ve are not to risk out• own lives, or to 
Gladstone, who opposed the war with ltus- sacrifice our own pockets. There is a damn
sia, and who was succes ful in the elections able meanne s about the whole thing. 
of 1 80; and who was right. \Ve have \Ve talk about sacrifice. ·what do we 
not to-day anything like the condition sacrifice 1 \Ve offet· to sacrifice the lives 
of affairs which exi ·ted even in 1880. of promising younrr fellows whO want 
\Vhat happened in 1880? At that time adventure-an action of a kind which 
the hysterical shrieks of the London pre s brings us the prai e of sacrifice, without the 
and the ribald yells of the music halls were feeling that we have sacrificed anything. 
all in fa,·our of the war with Russia. The There is no doubt that thi<> proposal would 
gabble of the clubs was in the same dircc- not have been made but for n.n article 
tion. But all these noises were silenced by which appeared in a German newspaper. 
the great voice of England speaking All thi · excitement and all this high feel
through all its province!:!. Unfortunately ing is worked up because of an article in a 
we have not in England to-d11y men like German newspaper. 
those who opposed such iniquitie!l-men of illr. BARTOx.-I never said a word of 
light and leaming-though I am glad to that sort. 
know that some of the very best minds 1\Ir. HIGGINS.-\V ell, I must have in
there have declat·ed themselves unmis- £erred it . If the Prime Minister says that he 
takably against this war. In this respPct did not say a word of that sort, I misunder
I am proud to be a follower of such men as stood him, and withdraw the statement at 
John Iorley, Tierbert Spencer, Frederick once. At all events I do not think, having 
Han·ison, Sir Ed ward Clarke, Leonard regard to what ha been said, that this re
Courtney, and John Burns; of men in the quest would have been made by 1\tr. 
ecclesia ·tical world like Dr. Cliiford, the Chamberlain but for a certain few words in 
Bishop of Hereford, the Bishop of Stepncy, a German newspaper, the Vossich~> Z('ituny. 
and the Bishop of Durham. "\Vhere they If one looks at the dates, it is perfectly 
lead, surely it is not disloyal of me clear that Mr. Chamberlain felt that he 
to follow. The announcement which has must have a trump to over-trump that 
been made by the Prime Minister is that article. As ::;oon as evet' he saw his way 
the Governrr·ent has acceded to the request to it, he no doubt said-" Let us . ee what 
of 1\Ir. Chamberlain to send 1,000 men the colonies have to say. America, Europe, 
upon such terms that Australia will not I and the whole civilized world are against 
be called upon to bear the expenditure us; we must have a trump card, and we will 
of one penny, but that even the equipment send word to _Ir. Barton." \Ve know that 
of the troops is to be paid for by the certain communications have pas;;ed which 
English taxpayers. I feel that there :we the Prime Minister has said were sent in 
really vet·y few who are strongly in favour confidence, and at'<~ withheld from the 
of the course which has been proposed. House. 
The position is a very curious one. I have .Mr. BAR'l'OX.-I have given the House 
been the t'ecipient of confidences such as every syllable I was in a position to give, 
probably hav.~ been reposed in few other except the minor detailR. 
honomble members, because, as I was Mr. HIGGINS.-\Ve know that there 
known to be an opponent of the war, was a confidential communication from :Mr. 
a large number of people have privately Chamberlain; but ~he Prime Minister is 
confessed to me that they did not believe quite right in withholding it. 
in it at all. But the tt·utb is that it is ~fr. BARTOX.-I told the honorable and 
a very unpleasant thing to oppose it. A learned member and the House that that 
number of men think it ungracious to communication does not alter the situation 
appear to oppose any movement to help the one iota. . 
mother country. There is a Yery laudable Mr. HIGGL. S.-That IS a matter fot· 
anxiety to find justice on the Britisl1 side, the House to judge. 
and to show Great Britain that we are I :Mr. TIARTON.-It cannot be a matter for 
still her sons, and are still willing to honorable members to judge if it is a confi
help her. At all events, it i!l true dentia.l communication. 



Mr. HIGGINS.-I do not wish to be 
understood as condemning the conduct of 
the Prime Minister in withholding a com
munication which is confidential. But 
there is one thing which we know, and 
which the German newspapers will know. 
Everybody in the world will know that 
there has been something else which has 
not been disclosed. In what a ridiculous 
position we are being put! The German 
people are not fools, and when they learn 
that these resolutions have been passed by 
the House the first question they will ask 
is-" What were the circumstances~" If 
Hansa?·d ever finds its way into Germany, 
and no doubt it will, they will find that 
the Prime Ministor has had communica
tions with Mr. Chamberlain, and that 
there has been a communication which has 
been withheld. They will also point out 
that Australia is not going to spend a 
penny, that the whole thing is to be done 
by the Imperial taxpayer, and that they 
will have to pay the Australian four times 
as much as Tommy Atkins in order to get 
him to work. 

An HoNORABLE MEMDER.-Five times as 
much. 

Sir MALCOLM McEACllARN.-The honor
able and learned member is putting the 
words into the Germans' mouths. 

Mr. HIGGINS.-My honorable friend, 
the member for Melbourne, must know that 
the Germans are as intelligent as we are at 
the very least. 

Mr. BARTON.-They will take the tip. 
Mr. HIGGINS. - They will know 

thoroughly well, or will find out the posi
tion of things. I say this is a pol:lition we 
would never have had to face but for a rash 
statement made by the Prime Minister-a 
statement ma.de in the papers, if the right 
honorable gentleman is reported correctly
that if England asked for it, he would send 
a contingent. Of course the very next 
thing was to force his hand. Mr. Chamber· 
lain did ask for it, and forthwith a contin
gent is sent. I admit it is a safer course for 
a man who wants to be a politician to keep 
silent in such matters--

Mr. O'MALLEY.-And go with the crowd. 
Mr. HIGGINS.- Go, not with the 

crowd, but with the newspapers, which is a 
different thing. But it has come to this in 
the.·e States, that if two or three news
papers in any State happen to agree upon 
a policy every one who opposes that policy 
is either a fool or a knave or both, and, 

perhaps, also a Lraitor. I say that one of 
the most serious aspects of the situation to 
Australia is that there is really no criticism 
of any step of public policy, unless there is 
a newspaper to take it up; and if the two or 
three newspapers agree, wheFe are we~ I 
think that in many respects the Australian 
pre'5s is as good a press as there is in any 
part of the world. Their output is excel
lent in the leading matter and in news, 
and they are most enterprising. I 
am not saying this for the purpose of 
mitigating their wrath. I know that I 
shall be attacked, kicked about, and 
mauled ; and I do not care. At the same 
time, I shall do them that justice to say 
that they are good papers. But there is a 
danger to this Commonwealth, a danger from 
the fact that if a man happens to be against 
all the city papers, he is helpless. 'l'he result 
is that we find that where men feel very 
strongly privately with regard to a particu
lar propo~:;al, as politicians they feel that it 
is bett.er to follow the newspapers, and to 
appear to influence public opinion, rather 
than as statesmen to influence public 
opinion and appear to follow it.. The 
Prime Minister referred to a statement that 
iu a Dutch paper there was an admission 
that it had received money ; but if the 
right honorable gentleman had looked into 
the matter more closely, he would have 
found that it was the Daily E.J;J.Yress of 
London that sai€1 it had been admitted by 
somebody. What is the Daily Exp1·ess ? 
The Daily Express was, a year and a half 
ago, the author of that vile lie with regard 
to the massacre in China. I happened to 
have staying with me at the time the 
mother of a man who was supposed to have 
been massacred; and I know the agony 
which that lie of the Daily Exp1·ess pro
duced in her mind with regard to her son. 
I say that the whole of the origin of this 
statement upon which the Prime Minister 
relies for his motion--

Mr. BARTON.-I never relied upon that 
for my motion; that is an entire misstate
ment. There ought to be some such thing 
as fairness in a debate of this kind. 

Mr. HIGGINS.-1 do not think I have 
been at aH unfair. I am saying that the 
Prime Minister referred to a statement 
that some Dutch editor admitted that he 
had received money from Dr. Leyds fot· the 
purpose of making certain statements. It 
all comes back to the same thing ; there is 
no chain stronger than its weakest link, 



and I take it that the Daily E~;press is one 
of the weakest links one could get hold of 
amongst the journals of the world. If 
there is anything which would impel me to 
express my sentiments upon this occasion, 
it is the attempt mar:le within the last few 
days, by certain journals, to terrorise mem
bers from expreRsing their opinions. It is 
oue of the most valuable inheritances we 
have from Great Britain. We inten:l to 
keep it and preserve it for our children; and 
when they challenge us to come out and ex
press our real sentiments, I say, we wil l. 

It was our ancient privilege, my lords, 
To fljng our thoughts, not fearing, into words. 

Honorable members may be quite sure that 
we shall make use of this privilege. It will 
be a sad day, and I hope it will never come, 
when, in order to be considered loyal to the 
King of England, we mu ·t fors\vear our 
loyalty to our ideals of truth and justice. 

Mr. REm.-Who wishes any one to do 
anything of the .·ort ~ 

Mr. HIGGINS.-Apart altogether from 
the question of justice or injustice to the 
Empire, I think the honorable member 
for Bland was right in saying that 
we want our men. Australia, for 
some reason, is not having its normal 
increase of population within its own 
bound~; ; and there is no doubt whatever 
that these fine young fellows who go out, as 
they think, to serve the Empire-and, as I 
think, to injure the Empire-are wanted in 
Australia. We want men to deYelop Au -
tralia ; we do not want men to desolate 
Soutl1 Afeica. -we want men who will 
build homes in Au tralia, not men who will 
burn homes in South Africa. Nothing in 
the world galled me more than to see in a 
Freneh illustrated paper, published in 
November last, a picture taken from a 
photograph, of a number of Australians
fellow. with broad hats and feathers
burning Boer houses. 

Mr. FoWLER.-How many Australians 
have been shot from those houses~ That 
is war, and we are talking about war. 

Mr. HIGGINS.-The honorable member 
is hardly aware of the fact that at the 
Hague convention, which preceded this war 
by a few months, the principle was re-affirmed 
that no private property should be attacked 
or destroyed in war. I do not join in the 
chorus of cries against our gallant army ; 
I consider that injustice has been done to 
our forces, both British and Colonial. They 
are as kind hearted as any men could be. 
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We have no kinder hearted men in the 
world than British soldiers and Australian 
troops. Injustice has even been done to 
the tactics of British soldiers in this war; 
but I am not dealing with that matter now. 
I am simply considering the question 
whether the war wa justified 9r not. 
Honorable m mber will bear me out that in 
addition to the havoc which has been played 
with our Australian young men by death 

·upon the battle field, and still more by 
disease in the camp, there has been a general 
unsettling of some fine healthy young men 
who have tasted the adventures of South 
Africa, and who have since forilworn all 
interest in peaceful civil pursuits. I ask 
those who have had some experience to bear 
me out that there are many promising 
men who owe their ruin to-and who have 
brought most extreme grief to their parents
by the un ettlement of mind which this war 
has produced in them. The interferenee in 
this war which has already taken place on 
the part of Australia has distinctly tended to 
pmlong it. There were moments when 
Britain had very clearly the upper baud in 
the war-moments, which will recur to the 
mind, of honorable members- when Pre
toria was taken, when Cronje was taken, 
when Ladysmith wa relieved, and other 
critical moments when England could have 
made peace with honour and dignity. But 
these opportunities were lost. And why~ 
Simply because they raised the cry in 
England-" What will the colonies say 
unles<> we press to tne extreme end of our 
rights?" This interference in the war on 
the part of the colonies will be an excuse to 
any great power, if at war with England, 
to ~tt·ike England through Australia. Up 
to this tune we were a peaceful people 
minding our own affairs, and there would 
have been a howl throughout the civilized 
world if a great power, fighting England, 
had hit her through her colonies. Now we 
have given them an excuse to some extent 
to attack us. The new departure is spoken 
of as having for its motive the cementing of 
the Empire. I do not believe a word of it. 
I wish it bad. I fear the re-action, as soon 
as the men of Australia find that they have 
been grossly deceived in the cablegrams about 
the war. I do not think that this Empire 
-the greatest Empire the world has ever 
seen in certain respects-can ever be 
cemented by injustice. What blood flowed 
in tl1e war with Denmark~ Austrians and 
Prussians joined in the war against and 



Tobbery of Denmark in 186±. 'l'heir blood 
ilowed together, but in two years the 
Austrians and Prussians were at logger
heads with themsehes, and fighting tooth 
and nail. 'l'herP. is nothing in it 

Mr. KrNGSTON.-Is there no greater tie 
between the mother country and the 
·Commonwealth than there was between 
Austria and Prus ia 7 

Mr. HIGGINS.-In Austria there were a 
,great many Germans, and they felt more 
..attached to Germans than to the Hun
.ga-rians and Slavs on the other side. The 
mere joint spilling of blood in a cause 
which is not just has not, and can nevel' be 
the means of cementing an Empire like this. 
-So far as I am concerned, I think ihitt a 
flagrant error has been committed by the 
different States, and is now being committed 
by the Commonwealth. I had hoped better 
things of Australia as a whole. It would 
have been very hard for any pn,rticular 
State to hold out when all the other States 
were. sending troops. There was a kind 
of ri vall'y between the Rtates as to 
which should be fit·st to desp11tch troops to 
·South Africa, but I should have thought 
that an Australian Parliament,' speaking for 
Australia as a whole, would have acted 
upon broader grounds a.nd in a better spil'it. 
I think that it ha. been a flagrant error in 
regard to Great Britain, and that it is a 
pity that the very fu·st military step taken 
by this new Commonwealth :should be in 
aiding this war--a war which to my great 
regret has reduced the moral prestige of 
the Empire more than anything else which 
has occurred for centuries. I do not say it 
has redueed the military prestige of the 
Empire. I think that has been overstated ; 
but it has reduced the moral prestige of the 
Empire which has always been· upposed to 
be the friend of all-and especially the 
friend of the small nation-the Empire that 
abolished the slave trade, and which has 
been generous in so many respects under 
greater leaders than it has now. Look at 
the shabbiness of it all. I think that here 
the only people who sacr·ifice or risk any
thing are the poor men who go to the war, 
.and their families. Who are principally 
.egging on this war 1 The greatest bar
rackers for it are the wealthier classes. 
'They ask for the war, and give nothing. 
There is not one penny more taxation to 
-come from their pockets for it ; but the 
young fellows who go to the front and risk 
.their lives do something. 
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Mr. WIN'I.'ER CooKE.-The wealthy 
classes have given a good many lives to it. 

Mr. HIGGINS.-Yes; tl1e honorable 
member is right. There are some who have 
sons or brothersinit, and therearesomein this 
House. I recognise that very clearly, and 
I should be the last to cause a single pang 
to any one who has had a relation in 
this war, and has suffet·ed from it. At the 
same time, I con~i<ler tha.t the man who is a 
commissioned officer has hopes of distinction 
and other pro. pects, which the man in the 
ranks has not. There is no doubt whatever 
that the majority of the men who are 
egging on this war will not sacrifice one 
penny, and still they are loudest in the 
cry of pab·iotism. 'What is patriotism 'I 
Js it not the willingness to sacrifice one's 
self for one's country 1 'Where is the sucrifice 
on the part of those who send others 
to the wn.r, wl10 put others in the front and 
stay behind, and who say they will not pay one 
penny towards the sending of a contingent~ 
If we are going to do a good thing for the 
mother country we should do it handsomely. 
vVe should put our hand. into our own 
pockets and help her. I should be the first 
to vote for any taxation or device which 
would preserve this gl'eat Empire from 
destruction if there were any danger 
thre~Ltening it. In spite of misrepresenta
tion, truth is gradually coming through the 
chinks of the great wall which it has been 
sought to erect around this war, and there 
are many people who are beginning to 
doubt the justice a!> well as the wisdom of 
it. Can we not be candid with ourselves and 
answer candidly in our own minds ? If Lord 
Sali:sbmy, Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, or Mr. 
Balfour had known what this war would 
cost England in men, in money, and other
wise, would they have pressed Kruger into 
a corner to try and force upon him reforms 
in the Boer franchise 7 What a ridi
culous position it appears to be ! 'What~ 
Spend £250,000,000-spend £1,250,000 a 
week-spend 25,000 valuable lives, and 
earn the contempt and hatred of the 
civilized world for the sake of compelling 
Kruger to give a different franchise to the 
Uitlanders? Would they have driven 
Kruger to bay, as they diu, if they had 
known that other powers would be en
riching themselves in the meantime in 
Asia, where Great Britain has far larger 
interests than in South Africa 1 Do we 
not know what ha been going on in the 
Persian Gulf, in China, and indeed, al 



round the world 1 The great rivals of 
England have been laughing in theit' 
sleeves, and have been making h<ty while 
the sun has shone. 

Mr. BAR'l'ON.-Is that a reason why the 
embers of this war should not be ex
tinguished 1 

Mr. HIGGINr:l.-While the lion has had 
its tail in the trap in South Africa, the 
eagle and the bear have been gorging them
selves in the Ea t ; a.nd the interests of Eng
la.nd lie more in A sia than in the bleak and 
desolate ground of South Africa. It is the 
enemies of England who have had most 
cause to rejoice in the war; and they have 
rejoiced in it. lt is because I love England 
with an hereditary affection, and from 
training, that I have opposed this war; and 
in a few years it will be seen who has 
been the true patriot, who has been anxious 
to preseve the Empire, and to prevent her 
from leaving the path of progress which she 
has hitherto followed. It will before long 
be discovered that the war has been forced 
on by tra.itors to England, who, for pur
poses of mere greed have, with their money, 
and by shrewd devices, got control of the 
greatest Imperial machinery the world has 
ever seen, and have worked it for all it is 
worth, without regard to the con. equences. 

l\ir. SALMON.-The war is being prolonged 
by traitors. 

Mr. HIGGINS.-Yes, by those traitors 
who will not offer the Boers fair terms. 

Mr. J OSEPIT CooK.-What does the honor
able and learned membe1· call fair terms 1 

Mr. HIGGINS.-The first excuse for the 
war was that a wider franchise was wanted. 
That was what was asked for by a Tory 
Government, which has always been against 
any extension of the franchise. As soon 
as they found out that the Boers were more 
prepared than they expected - because 
England had been pouring in troops before 
the war began, to the number of 70,000 or 
80,000--

Mr. TIJOMSON.-That is not so. 
Mr. HIGGINS.-The honorable meru

ber's information evidently comes from in
correct sources. 

Mr THOMSON.-From sources available 
to all of us. 

Mr. HIGGINS.-The leader of the 
Opposition made a great point of the state
ment that Kruger declared war. But did 
Kruger declare war 1 The great evil of the 
whole matter is that too many people have 
not taken the trouble to go to the original 
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records, and have depended upon the state 
ments of the newspapers. All I claim for 
myself is that I have taken more trouble 
than a good many others have taken to go 
to the original official documents, and to
read the statements of both sides. On page 
825 of Yolume 64 of the Parliamentarv 
papers presented to the House ~of Com
mons during the year 1899-and the
volume is in the library for any one to see 
-there is a copy of a letter sent by Mr. 
l~eitz, the State Secretary, to Sir Alfred 
Milner, dated lOth October, 1899, just 
before the war began. In this letter, after 
a good deal of discussion, the final proposal 
was made-

1. That all points of mutual difference shall be ( 
regulated by the friendly course of arbitration, 
or by whatever amicable way may be agreed upon 
by this Government with Her Majesty's Uo,-ern
ment. 

2. That the troops on the borders of this 
Republic hall be instantly withdrawn. 
It is not stated in the papers, uut it is per
fectly clear, that during the negotiations, 

and when Mr. Chamberlain had announced \~' 
to the Boer Republic that he would formu-
late his own proposals, troops were pouring 
in from India and from England, and 
occupying offensive strategic positions round 
about the Boer Republics. The third pro
,proposal in the letter is-

3. That all re-inforcements of troops which 
have arrived in South Africa since the lst Juue, 
1899, shall be removed from South Africa within I 
a reasonable time to be agreed upon with this 
Government, and with a mutual as urance and 
guarantee on the part of this Government that 
no attack upon or hostilities against any portion \ 
of the posse ions of the British Government shall 
be made by the Republic dul'ing further 
negotiations within a period of time to be subse
quently agreed upon between the Governments, 
and this GoYernment will, on compliance there- J 
with, be prepared to withdraw the armed 
burghers of this Republic from the borders. 

4. That Her Majesty's troops which n.rc now on 
the high seas shall not be landed in any port of 
South Africa. 

Therefore it is perfectly clear that up to the \ 
last the Boers were willing to have arbitra
tion in such a way as might be agreed upon. 
All they insisted upon was that they could 
not carry on negotiations while England 
was planting more and more troops upon 
their borders. ·when it is said that Kruger 
took the initiative by declaring war, my 
answer is that war was virtually declared 
by Mr. Chamberlain when ho said that he
would formulate his own proposals. Every 
writer upon this subject who has any fair
ness has admitted that it is not just to 



accuse Kruger of having declared war. It 
was simply a strategic move on his part
and it is not for me to say whether it was 
right or wrong- to prevent the English 
from making further preparations for wat·. 
As soon as it was found that the Boers were 
more prepared than was at first supposed, 
and that the war was not to be me1·ely a 
parade to Pretoria, beginning with the 
waving of the " red, white, and blue" and 
ending with champagne, there was great dis
gust, and the cry was raised that there was an 
arrangement to drive the British into the 
sea. When the Prime Minister was speak
ing, I asked him fm· any tittle of evidenoo 
in support of that statement. He said that 
it was common knowledge. It is common 
newspaper sta.tement, but I deny that it is 
common knowledge; and I challenge him to 
find any proof of a conspiracy to drive the 
British into the sea. From 1884, when the 
last convention was signed, until 1895, 
when the J ameson raid was made, there is 
no evidence of any attempt on the part of 
the Boer ' to make preparation for war. 

Mr. JosEPII CooK.·-Their preparations 
for war must have cost millions of pounds. 

Mr. R.Em.--And they were continued for 
years. 

Mr. HIGGINS.-There were prepara
tions, and I think that the Boers had 
reasonable uspicions, after the J ameson 
raid, but until 1895 no preparations 
for war were made. After 1895 there 
were extreme preparations for war. 
With an ignorant nation like the Boers, it 
is little wonder that they became suspicious. 
I do not suppose that honorable members 
'vill impugn the testimony of Dr. Jameson, 
who was the author of the raid, as to the 
state of these preparations. What did he 
write in the Diamond Fields Advertise?·, of 
23rd June, 1899, in justifying his raid 7 
Referring to the end of 1895, he says-

You must remember that at that time the 
Transvaal was not the armed Transvaal of to-day. 
Apart from the rifles in the hands of the indivi
dual burghers, the whole armoury of the Tran -
vaal was contained in the so-called Pretoria fort, 
guarded by, I think, three States Artillerymen, 
and its sole protection a broken-down corrugated 
iron fence. Only a few days before our crossing 
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the border, Judge Koetze, travelling north with 
Mr. Newton, told the latter that, seeing and 

f
ecognising the serious discontent on the Rand, 

1e was then on his way to warn Mr. Kruger that, 
n his opinion, a,ny night 150 Randites armed 

with sticks could march across to Pretoria, seize 
Lhat fort, and have the Transvaal in their posses-
sion. 
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I put it expressly, so that honorable mem
bers may see how far I go, that there can 
be found no evidence from 1884 to 1895 
of any prepanttion for war on the part of f 
the Boct·s; and it is but natut"al, having 
regard to what was done by British subjects 
with British oilicers amongst them, that the 
Boers became suspicious, and they were 
made still more suspicious by the fiasco-! 
do not wish to use a stronger word-of the 1/ 
House of Commons inquiry of 1897, when r 
certain letters were not produced. Right 
through- before the war, and since the 
war--Kruger and his Ministers have been 
for arbitration. It is utterly false, so far 
as I can find out, that they de~:~ired 
to have war. First of all the idea was 
that there should be arbitration by foreign 
powers. Britain objected, and said-
" No, we shall not have foreigners 
interfering; we are suzerain." "\V ell," 
said Kruger, " if you will not have 
foreigners let us confine it to ourselves." 
Britain would not have it. 

Mr. L. E. GROOM.-Did not Kruger ask 
the British to give up t.heir ~:~uzerainty 1 

Mr. HIGGINS.-No; the honorable and 
learned member will find here that Kruger 
was willing to the very end to allow the 
question of suzerainty to be in abeyance. 
I ask the honorable and learned member 
to read the state papers which were pub
lished by order of the House of Com
mons. The offer of mediation has always 
been open, and I am sorry to say 
it has not been accepted. The horror
able member for Gippsland has spoken in 
attack on l\fr. Gladstone. With all 
his faults, there is not a man of 
us who could hold the candle to Mr. 
Gladstone for moral force, for purpose, 
for unselfish obedience to what he thought 
to pe right. There was nothing grander 
than the way in which England submitted 
to the Alabama aw;1rd and quietly paid it, 
and there was nothing grander also--and 
history will show it--than Mr. Glaclstone's 
abandoning the war against the Boers as 
soon as he found that the facts had been 
misstated to him. He had been told that 
the Boars wi. bed to be incorporated with 
England. He found that Sir Theophilus 
Sbepstone was wrong in the matter, and 
magnanimously, •tnd to the honour n.nd glory 
of England, he said-" No, I find that I 
have been mistaken; I find that my agents 
have not told me exactly what 'vas right; 
I find that you do not wish to be 
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incorporated ; I give back your m
dependence." When we come to look 
with a larger focus, and with a more 
generous eye, when history comes to 
deal with it, we shall find that l\Ir. Glad
stone's action was the wisest one; but un
fortunately it has been spoiled by miserable 
successors. Ever since the disaster at 
Majuba Hill, and ever since the engage
ments out of which the English army un
fortunately did not come with crlory, the 
military heads of England have had an edge 
against the Boers, and they never will be 
content until they have the Boet·s down 
and licked. The military forces of England 
have been at the back of all this. 

:M:r. IsAACS.-Tbat is severe on the 
military forces of England. 

Mr. HIGGI "" .-I have no objection to 
being severe on the military authorities of 
England. 'l'hey were animated by the spirit 
of revenge, and any one who knows what 
"Oes on in military circles will agree with me 
that the military heads of England ha.YC 
never forgiven the Boers for the defeats at 
Majuba Hill n,nd eh; whcr . I have known 
them to ay, "\.Ye shall have them down 
ye b." They cannot forg tit. Wherever you 
have a standina- army, you will find that it 
is in favour of war. What happened? If 
honorable m mbers will read the report of 
the d bate in the House of Lord on the 
15th March, 1901, they will see that while 
the ne"otiations were pending between 
Kruger and Milner in 1 99, Lord \Yolseley 
proposed to I.onl Lansdowne, the Secretary 
of tatc for \Var, not only that he should 
seize Delagoa Bay, which belonged to a 
friendly powm·, Portugal, but that he 
should seize it in J uno, 1 99, and 
subjugate the two Bo r republics 
before Novemb r, 1899. The Orange 
Free , tate at that time had not 
said what position it would take. Lord 
Lansdowne baid he did not take that 
eourse, because he did not think that 
public opinion was ripened enough to sub
jugate the two Boer republics between 
.June and November, 1 89. I have spoken 
with a good deal of trouble, becau e this is 
.a matter on which I feel very much, and if 
I have aggrieved or offended any honorable 
member I am sorry for it. I have a right 
to my views, and I have not concealed 
them. 

Mr. KINGSTON.-And the honorable 
m ern ber is not likely to give them up. 
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1\fr. HIGGINS.-I am not likely to give 
them up, so long as they are held by the 
best minds in England. I confess that I 
rather follow men like John Morley and 
John Burns than the outcries of the mu ic 
halls and the rabble of jingoism. If the 
question were left to the decis~on of the 
groat population of Enrrland by plebiscite 
ot· referendum, I do not believe that they 
would declare in favom of the war; but, 
unfortunately, at present the machinet·y of 
public opinion is manipulated in a way 
of which we have not yet got control, 
though I hope, in the course of time, we 
shall be able to do so. I do not suppose 
that there i any one in England whose 
honour, devotion to the Empire, integrity, 
is more apparent than i that of Earl 
Spencer, a nobleman whom I remember 
seeing wh n I was a boy-at a distance, 
of course. ·what does he say 1-

He did not see that the dignity and honour of 
the Crown would be lowered if they came to 
favorable terms with the gallant foe which had 
been opposing them. 

That is just my view, and if Earl Spencer, 
an ex-Minister of the Crown, and a fri nd 
of 1\lr. Gladstone, i of that opinion, I should 
be at liberty to follow him. The two 
divisions of this motion stand on a different 
footing, and I thank the Prime l\linistcr 
for having indiec'tted that he has no objec
tion to their being submitted to the Hou e 
separately. ·with regard to the first por
tion of the motion, which expres ·cs our in
dignation at the ba ·eless charges made 
abroad again t the honour of the people and 
the humanity and valour of the soldiers of 
the Empir , I do not know that there is any 
C<tll for it. There is, perhaps, no objection 
to it; but, really, it seems to me that it 
would be d grading on our part to take 
notice of shttements made in the news
papers. There have been 11njnst state
ments made in some of the German news
papers, but is it worthy of this new Com
monwealth to take notice of that sort of 
thing 1 I do not agree with the charges 
that have been made against the people or 
the oldiers of the Empire. I think it is 
too extreme to say that the concentration 
camp were establi hed for the purpose of 
destroying the Boer '~omen and children. 
I know enoua-h of soldtet·s to say that they 
are very stupid in managing the affairs of 
women and children, and that they have 
very likely bungled the arrangements in 
connexion with these camps; but they are as 
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llUmane as any one in their dealings with ended. I think that the proper course to 
women and children, and are kind at bottom. adopt would be to ignore with diguifted 
I do not agree with those who say that there silence the slanders upon the valour and 
was any such object in estn.hlishing those honour of om soldiers. With regard to the 
ca1_nps a· tl;e destruction of wo~1en and I s~co~d part_ of the ~otio_n, I have no he:-;!ta
chtldrrn. 'I wo hunclt·ecl and SlXty per twn m votmg agamst 1t. I do not thmk 
1,000 per annum is an awful death we ought to try to bring the war to an end 
rate, and it i~ exceedingly unfortunate in the way indicated by that portion of the 
thn.t the anangem nts should have been so 1 motion. I say thnt the war is an unjust 
faulty. I am quite Slll'E', boweYer, that the war. Many of us know that it i · unjust, 
British GoYcrument will do its be. t to although p01·hap.· we do not feel free to so 
remedy the existing defects. Soldiers are expre s our:elv s. If the motion indicated 
bung! r;;, hut sailors are not-that is, speak- that the war should be hrought to an end 
ing in a wide sense-and it is not to be ex- by extending, as Earl pcn~et· ~ay"~, 
pected that a number of men working under humane and considerate treatment to :L 

martial law shoufd make proper arrange- 1 gallant foe, I shoultl Yotr for it; hut as the 
ments for women and children gathered motion evidently means that we should 
together in camps ~uch as tho:e in South / pur~ue the Bocrs to their ultimate extinc
Afl'ica. I regret that so many deaths \ tion or to the surrende1· of their indcpen
should ha Ye occurred, and I sincerely hope deuce, I . ay-" No." 
that the existing condition will soon be i 

•n:J.IlOl'l!:oiE: HODT. S. DRAI;'(, flOn;It~'MI\~T l'lU);TilR. 
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