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be large owners of the Dresdener Bank. These statements are made t() 
me on e,·idence which I am naturally unable to check, but I believe ~hero 
to b11 correct, and even if only approximately true, they indicd.te a clo-e 
comolidation of the greater part of the Rand mining indu try. Out ide 
of them, the chief busines~es are J. B. Robinson, with nineteen mines, 
and other estates at a nominal capital of £14,317,£100, and the less
important Barnato firm. It is also well to bear iu mind thnt 
Wernher, Beit, Rudd and Rhodes, Be.rnato and Rothschild are 
aE ocia.ted as chief owners and life governors of De Beers." 

"The last few years have seen large steps towards a consolidation of 
the entire industry under the supremacy of Eckstein, the chief instru
ment of which is the Chamber of Mines, which has since atto.ined 
paramountcy that extends not only to the mining industry, but wtdely 
control the industrial and indirectly the political life of Johannesburg, 
formmg the nucleus of a monopoly which rnay become to the Rand what 
De Beers has been for some years to Kimberley. This, however, is not 
the place to discuss the present and probable future of the power 
posse>sed by the Chamber, and :Messrs. Eckstein, who actually wield it. 
This brief sketch is only designed to indicate the dominance of interna.· 
tional finance over lhe vast industry whose capital had recently a normal 
value of some £150,COO,OOO, and which is and \\ill remain the great 
source of wealth in the Tran-vaal. It is, I think, correct to say tba t 
the destiny of almost all these leading companits is controlled by foreign 
financiers. There ie, moreover, no reason to believe that the capital 
thus wielded is chiefly owned by English shareholders. Though no 
means of clo~e caicula.tion exists, tbere IS good rea on to suppose that 
the French and German holilings, taken together, lo.rgely outweigh the 
English interest in Hand minet>." 

''But while the power of this capitalism is based on gold, it is by no 
means confined to it. Whatever large or profitable interest we appro<ich, 
we find the same control." 

"The press of Johannesburg is chiefly their prop!lrty. they control 
the organs of Outlander agita.tion on the one hand, the Star and the 
Leader." 

" It thus appears that the industrial and agricultural future of the 
Transvaal is already hypothecated to this small nng of jinan~ial 
foreigners, who not merely own or control the present values, but have, 
by baying up mining properties and claims of a contingent future value, 
eecured an even more complete supremacy over the economic future." 

" When the British arm~ have established jinn order, this foreign host 
will return with enhanced numbers and increasecl power. During the 
distress of l!lost autumn they bought up, often for a song, most of the 
property and businesses that were worth buying, and as soon a.s a. settle· 
ment takes place, they will start upon a greatly strengthened basis of 
posst&sion." 

"A little reflection shows that while this class of financiers has com
monly abstained in other coumries from active participation in polities, 
they will use politics in the Transvaal. They have found the need for 
controlling politics and legislation by bribery and othtr persuasive arts 
hitherto : the same need and use will exist in the future. Politics to them 
will not merely mean free trade and good administration of just la we. 
Transvaal industry, particularly the mming industry, requires the con
stant and important aid of the State. The control of a. large, cheap, 
regular, submissive supply of labour, the chief corner-stone of profitable 
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business, will be a constant incenti~e to acquire political control: 
way rates, customs' laws, and the all-important issues relating to 
rights, will force thew into politics, and they will apply to t 
same qualities which have made thew so successful in speculative 
try. II.t a. word, they wilt simply and inevitably add to their other 
nesses the lntsincss of politics. The particular form of governmen 
may be adopted will not matter very much. Government from D 
Street may perhaps hamper them a. little more than the formi of p 
repre enta.tive government; but the judicious control of the press 
a "'istance of financial friend in biah place- will enable them to 
and ma.inta.in a. tolerably complete form of boss-rule in South Afric 

''A consideration of these points throws a. clear light upon the 
in South Africa.. We are fighting in order to place a. small in 
oligarchy of mine-owners and speculators in power at Pretoria. 
men will surely do well to recogni e that the economic and 
destinies of South Africa re, and seem likely to remain, in the 
men most of whom- are foreigners by origin, whose tr de is fi 
whose trade interests are not chiefly British." 

Shortly before the war, this capitaliatic clique having falle 
with the corrupt Pretoria. oligarchy, owin9 to the extortionate 
and unfriendly aLtitude of the latter, tormed an alliance 
U 1thmder (now termed Refugee} m a· es, with the avowed obj 
securing British intervention in the interests of good government. 
the events and result of the war we are nll familiar. The 
expelled from their homes and occupation , recognizing 
war bad heen a necessary one and would result in a benefit to the 
people of South Africa, bore, and are 'till bearing, their 
privations with calmness and fortitude, many of them taking an 
part in the war. 

No sooner did the tlnd of the war appear to be in sight 
capitalists, who had hitherto apparently been actuated only by 
for" good government aJJd pure administration," threw off their 
and with unseemly, indecent haste they rushed in to seize the 
war. Pretoria bad barely fallen when Field-Marshal Lord 
and the Military Governor at Johannesburg were already 
an atmosphere of "interests," and the most responsible 
position in the Transvaal were filled by former representatives 
interested corporations, many of whom, by virtue of their new 
became armed with the mo t extensive powers for prying into the 
financial affairs of the absent community. To take two or three 
The individual in charge of the money-lending department of 
Consolidated Investment Company has been insta.lled as Fin 
Adviser to the Military Governor at Johannesburg-a Director 
House of Eckstein ha been appointed Civil Commisioner-a. 
prominent official of the Consolidated Goldfields of South Africa 
position of Minister of Mines-while this list is capable of 
considerable extensloa. 

To compass this iL bad been found necessary to obtain 
high quarters across the water, and to this end a. useful tool was 
in the person of a certain eloquent orator who visited England 
affected while there to represent the views of the Uitla.nders. 

The immediate outcome of this state of affairs \\a.B the 
two Government Notices or Proclamations, which can only be 
as two of the most glaring instances of capitalistic legislation 
witnessed, 
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The effect of t.his legislation, if not repealed, as a perusal of the 
subject matter herein contai:led will show, will be to greatly assiet the 
operation of the " freezing-out " policy of the Transvaal monopolistic 
clique, as through it the returning Refugees, instead of being able to 
resume their business transactions in the state they h~d left them in 
when war broke out last October, will find, in most cases, only chaos, 
ruin, and endless litigation confronting them, while the majority o! 
small claim-holders will be compelled to relinquish their claims through 
their inability to pay the accumulated arrear lioenoes. 

These monstrous acta tt.gainst thu rights o! the people elicited, for 
the B&ke of appearance, a very mild protest from the Chamber of Mines, 
not, let us note well, against the principle laid down, but only against 
the 11 premature enforcement" of payments of arrear licences, etc., 
under the Proolamations, on the ground of possible " inconvenience to a 
certain section of the community." This was followed, however, a few 
days later by an 11 authoritative statement" made by the Chairman of 
that body, and published in the Cape Times, definitely supporting the 
proolamation. · 

THE TRANSVAAL CAPITALIST NOT AN IMPERIALIST. 

Seeing, then, that the Transvaal capitalist is not content with the 
many advantages be already possesses in the unequal battle be is waging 
against the people, but invokes the aid of special State legislation, it 
may be well to inquire whether his policy is so much in accord with 
tha' of the Imperial Government, that the State is justified in giving him 
such assistance. The Tranavaal Capitalist is not an Imperialist, although 
he has rendered valuable assistance to the Imperialist cause, but only to 
attain his own sordid ends. Even the large sums of money he has oon
tribu*ed towards the equipment of men to fight for the .Empire, he 
regards as but part of a necessary business transaction, seeing the great 
interests he has at stake. The main idea in his policy is expressed by 
the words ~ly and centralization. His chief aim is to prevent the 
development and expansion of the country from out-ruaning his fast 
increasing powers of absorption. In the Witwatersra.nd Goldfields he 
hu enough to engage his entire attention for years to come, and therefore 
he is averse to seeing new goldfields spring up at present, which might 
breed riva.la and introduce competition into the business of company 
promotion of which he holds the monopoly. In carrying out his mono
polisUo ideas by the int;roduction of the compound system and his 
"freezing-out" tactics generally, his policy even tends towa.rds reducing 
the population of the pre;ent centres. 

This is bound k» react upon the agricultural diatricts, for agrio.ulmre 
io Souih Africa is d~pendeut upon near markets. The monopolie,, then, 
is oppoied to rapid ex~on, the influx of a large popula,ion, and strong, 
hea.bby competiliioo, all of which elements we are convinoed must be 
included in the poliox of ihe Imperial Governmen' in order to eita.bliah 
peace and proaperit! in the new Souih Africa.n Empire. Should no,, 
therefore, State legislation be ra.iher direc~d a.ga.inst hie encroaehmente 
on the ~ta of ihe people and k»wards 'he fur'bera.nce of Imperial 
inMreal? 
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11 JOHANNESBURG GAZETTE." 

No. 13 o' 1900. 
V.B. 

PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS it has seemed to me e:z:pedia~ that certain W.xes, 
revenues, licences, royalties and monies due to the 'Governmen' of the 
South African Republic, according to the laws thereof, shall be paid to 
Her Majesty's Forces now in occupation of certain portions of the said 
Republic: 

AND whereas it is e'tpedient that all such 'taxes, revenues, dues, 
licences, royalties and monies as are payable upon mynpaohts, claims, 
stands, water-rights, machine stands and bewaa.rplaatsen, and upon 
rights similar to the said claims and stands in such portions of the said 
Republic as are t>r may be in the occupation of Her Majesty's Forces, 
shall be paid to the Officers authorised to collect or receive the same on 
behalf of Her Majesty's Forces : 

Now therefore, I, Frederick Sleigh, Baron Boberts of Kandt.b&r and 
Wa,erford, K.P., G.C.B., G.C.S.l., G.C.I.E., V.C., Field Marshal, 
Commanding-m-Chief Her Majesty's Troofs in South Africa, hereby 
declare, proclaim, and make known that al persons residen~ in the aaid 
Republic and the legal representatives of absentees who are the owners 
of mynpachts, claims, stands, water-rights, machine stands, and 
bewaarplaatsen, and of rights similar to the said claims and stands in 
such portions of the said Republic as are or may be in the occupation of 
Her Majesty's Forces, shall pay to the Officers duly authorised to collect 
or receive the same, such taxes, revenues, dues, licences, royalti"M and 
monies as were and are due by them to the Government of the Republic. 

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN t 

Given under my hand and Seal at Pretoria this 20th day of 
August, 1900. 

BOBERTS, 
Field Marshal. 

Commanding-in-Chief in South Africa. 

GOVER ME I OTICE No. 73, 1900 . .. 
It is hereby notified for general inform~tion that all taxes, revenues, 

dues, licences, royalties and monies mentioned in the Proclamation of 
Field Marshal Lord Roberts, CoPlmanding-in-Chief, dated 20th August, 
1900, and heretofore payable at the oftice of the Mining Commieeionere 
at Johannesburg, Boksburg, Florida, Krugersdorp, Kooksoord and 
Beidelberg, will for the present be received by tbe Receiver of Revenue, 
Major A. G. Pawle, C.I.V., at ~be Revenue Department Offioea, 
Johannesburg. 



When tendering the above licences and taxes, forms must be filled 
in, which can be obtaineJ upon application at the above-mentioned 
offices. 

No transfer of rights or regis,ration of new rights will be permitted 
until further notice. 

It is not the intention of the Field Marshal Commanding-in-Chief to 
exact at present the penalties prescribed by the Gold Law for non
payment of licences, provided that persons liable to such penalties, or 
their representatives, use due diligence after publication of this Notice in 
making payment of all arrears. 

G. V. FIDDES, 
Political Secretary. 

Pretoria, ~Oth August, 1900. 

The following notice appeared in the Cape Town papers :-

MASS MEETING 
OF REFUGEES, 

ON SATURDAY, 22nd, at 3 p.m., 
IN THE 

DRILL HALL, DARLING STREET, 

T O hear Reports from the Committee on matters affecting 
their interests, and the Report of the Deputation 

appointed to interview His Excellency on the return of the 
.Refugees and the Proclamation re Payment of Licenses and 
Taxes. 

Tl1e Meeting will be addressed by 

HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR. 
Hon. A. WILMOT, M.L.~ 
Col. SCHERMBRUCKER, M.L.A. 
Mr. ZIETSMAN, M.L.A. 
Major-General BRABANT, M.L.A. 
Major CREWE, M.L,A. 

And other friends. 



PROTEST 

AGA.INSl' 

~' The l:<..,re~zing-Out 

OF 

The Administrator of 

(" Oape Times," 24th Septernber, 1900.) 

The following Report of Proceedings at the Refugee 
held at Cape Town on the 22nd September, 1900, is 
report of the Meeting which appeared in the Cape Tunes. 

MASS MEETING ON SATURDAY. 

THE CASE FOR AN EARLY RETURN. 

LORD ROBERTS'S PROCLAMATIO~T. 

The Drill-hall was the scene of a. remarkable ga. 
afternoon, when a. very large meeting of refugees from 
held to consider several very important questions, chief 
were the possibility of an early return to their homes in 
the proclamation issued by Field-Marshal Lord Ro 
20th relative to the collection of taxes, licences and other 
the late South African Republic, and the appointment to 
the new administration in the Transvaal of persons 
represented interested corporations. The proceedings 
most unanimous character, but owing to the 
some of the earlier speeches, the agenda. paper 
eiderably curtailed, and several prominent men who 
speak were unable to do so. In the body of the hall some 
refugees had gathered by the time the proceedings com 
o'clock, and throughout the somewhat lengthy meeting the 
prevailed, thanks mainly to the excellent manner in 
Goundry carried out the important duties of Chairman. 
form were : General Brabant, hl.L.A., the Hon. A. 
Colonel Schermbrucker,M.L.A., Messr . Zietsma.n, M. 
M.L.A., A. Bailey, M.L.A. (all Progressive members), 
Mayor (Mr. 1'. J. O'Reilly), and a. number of other 











whioh in many cases would have expired before the end of the 
war. Now it was not right that when they got back to the 
Transvaal they should lose that right of option, for which ~hey 
paid in advance. Another vety important point they had brought 
up was this, that in their opinion the matter of private con
tracts was involved by Lord Boberts's proclamation. h had been 
the habit in the Transvaal where there were many private town
ships for the Government to receive part of the licence money, while part 
went to the joint proprietor with the Government. Now, if the Govern
ment was now able to claim its part of the licences, the private partner 
of the Government should also have his share. All this meant that every 
man who was carrying on business in the Transvaal, or who bad interests 
there, would return to find himsel.f burdened with all sorts of arrears 
hanging like a millstone round his neck. Mr. Shepherd read Dr. Farrelly's 
opinion on several points which hA.d been submitted to him by the com
mi~e. The speaker then proceeded to ask in whose interests the procla
mation had been issued-of the financial groups or of the people ? How did 
the former regard it? Could one imagine, he said, Mr. Eckstein dropping 
tears into his soup at Mount Nelson over the prospect of getting more 
properties. But the Chairman of the Chamber of Mines in an authori
tative statement made by him in the Cape Timss had already defined the 
aUitude of that body. They supported the proclamation, at the same 
time exprP.ssing great affection for the small claim-bolder. The speaker 
could fancy the small claim-bolder being tempted to say 11 It's all very 
well to dissemble your love, but why did yoo kick me do\fllsta.irs? " 
This act assisted the 11 freezing-out" policy of the big houses. Mr. 
Shepherd declared that it was not Lord Boberts who was responsible 
for the proclamation regarding rents and interest, or the present one. 
It was the impure atmosphere by which he was surrounded. It was the 
gentlemen up on the Rand who had been so cloself connected with the 
big groups m whose intereets these two proclamations had bean iseud. 
What could be more monstrous than the constUution of the commission, 
consisting as it did of landlords and mortgagees, who were appointed to 
advise the Military Governor of Johannesburg whether rents and interest 
on mortgages should be paid during the war. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Douglas said it was impoBBible to attribute the proclama.Lion to 
that grand old leader, Lord Boberts. (Cheers.) It rested with them to 
say whether it should be put into effect or not. He thought they would 
a.ll say no, because there never bad been a more iniquitous law promul
gated under the Brtish Goverment than that proclamation. 

Mr. McCraken moved the adoption of the committee's report, an~ 
expressed the gratitude of the meeting to those members of Parliament 
who had occupied the platform. 

The Hon. Mr. Wilmot, Member of the Legislative Council, in 
a.ddreuing the meeting, said that the refugees bad been told by more 
tbaa one speaker Ulat their cotl.dact had been remarkably good, and that 
they deaem!d the gNBotest praise, as they did, and tha.t they had the very 
best sympathy of the people here. Bat one thing he must speak about, 
which he considered almost as dangerous as Paul Kruger had been, and 
~was the monopolialng grasp of millionaires and speculators. (Hear, 
bear.) He would tell them that at the present time their interests were 
su&ring-not tha.t she military were corrupt, not that the military were 
in any way doing anything oontrary to their conscience, but they were 
men who did not understand civil administration. He hoped it was not 
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Look at the proclamation (said Mr. De.lrymple). It says there dis
tinctly, firstly, that it applies to those who have offices or representative& 
on the Rand ; the presumption being that these representatives have 
the power and the funds to do what is necessary. Next, it states that 
the penalties imposed by the Gold Law will not be put in force, provided 
due diligence be exercised. Now, I see it has been insinuated that this 
measure was instigated by or introduced for the benefit of capitalists. 
On the face ofit, that is absurd; firstly, because capitalists (whoever m'l.y 
be meant by that fashionable term) are the very people who will have 
no excuse for not paying up; and secondly, if it be believed that people 
are going to be forced to pay or sell out, and thus play into the hands of 
those who can afford to buy, it is necessary to assume that the Imperial 
Government is not going to be either honest or competent. Now, as a. 
matter of fact, the position of the small claimholder, who is not directly 
represented on the Chamber of :\lines, came up for discussion, and it 
was very largely with the object of making his position clear and secure, 
and because we did not wish to act hastily and thereby appear to preju
judice the interests of others, that the correspondence I refer to took 
place. 

And is the small claim holder's pusition made perfectly clear? 
Certainly. The reply which we received states that His Excellency 

is anxious that it should be gen~rally known that there is no intention 
of hardly pressing upon those, and especially the individual holders of 
claims, who, for whatever reason, are not in a. position to make pay
ments at the present moment; and it points out that those who are 
absentees and have no legal representative in the Transvaal are not even 
referred to in the proclamation, and while they cannot, of course, be 
indefinitely excused from the obligation of paying, there is no intention 
of enforcing the claims of the Government against them in their absence, 
or until they have had reasonable time to arrange their affairs after their 
return. 

I presume, then, that the companies will pay up at once? 
Certainly, as soon as poss~ble, was the answer; for it is in all our 

interests to help restarting the machinery of Government. The procla
mation which has been issued, if you interpret it fairly, evinces the best 
possible spirit. It really calls upon those who can do it to fulfil their 
obligations, and it makes provision for those whose circumstances make 
it impossible or very oneroua. Of course, it is in the discretion of the 
Government to interpret the meaning of the words "due diligence," but 
that is quite right ; otherwise, there might be cases of people who could 
afford to pay taking advantage of the loophole. 

Have you considered this question of the payment of licences side by 
side with the other question of rents and interest on mortgages? 

We have not gone into the second question at all, but we did men
tion the two together in order to clear up the position ; His Excellency's 
reply makes it quite clear that the two questions are in no way connected 
and will be treated ind~pendently of each other. The question of rents 
and interest on mortgages, etc., is a. very big one, and, although it m<~.y 
concern very many of the companies as well as most of the individuals aud 
firms on the Rand, it does not necessarily come strictly within Lhe 
scope of the Chamber of Mines' affa.irs. We do not want to interfere 
in matters which concern the general public ra.ther than the mining 
mtereste. 



' 

.. 

• 

RENTS A:ND h TEREST COMlliSSIO.:. 

Johannesburg Gazette, August 4th, 1900. 

The following gentlemen are requested to assemble at the South 
African Trust and Investment Buildi!:Jgs on Monday, August 6th, and 
afterwards a.t such times as may he appointed, to enquire into and report 
upon the Proclamation of the Executive of the S.A.R. published in tt.e 
Staats Courant of the 25th October last, respecting payment of hou tl 

rent and interest on mortgage . The Committee will not deal with the 
legal aspect of the case, but report on the comparative extent of the los 
or disturbance to the general community which would be caused by the 
adoption of either of the following two courses, viz. :-

(1) Declaring the Proclamation to be null and void ab initw. 

(2) Declaring it to be valid and binding up to a given dale 
All persons interested are requested to submit their view on the 
question in writing to the Prt~ ident of the Committee. The Commtttee 
will also call 'l.nd examine any person whose evidence it consider· hould 
be recorded. 

The Committee is constituted as follows :-President, Major thtl 
Hon. T. Cochra.ne; members, Major Goodwin, :lies r . F G. Hamilton 
A. Bra.khan, W. Smart, H. Lindsay, J . .M. de Jongb, R. Puzzighelli. 

(N.B.-Major Goodwin represents the house of Eckstein, A. 
Brakuan represet.ts Goertz & Co., W. Smad represem a banking 
corpora.ticn, J. M. de Jongh represents Lewis · Marks, and R. 
Puzzighelli and J. A. Hamilton represent the Barnato Group.) 

The following is one of a. number of prote<Jts addressed to Hi 
Excellency the High Commissioner against the appointment of this 
Commission, receipt of which was merely acknowledged:-

To IIis Excellency Sir Alfred Milner, K.C.~I.G., 

High Commissioner for outb Africa, 

Cape Town. 

Your Excellency,-

Our attention has been directed ~o a.n announcement in the Johan
nesburg Gazette to the effect tha~ a Commission has been appointed to 
enquire into and report upon the Procla.mation of the Executive of the 
South African Republic, published in the Staats Courartt of the 25th 
October last, respecting payment of house rent a.nd interest on mortgages. 

Being owners of property at .Johannesburg and thus affec~d by any 
possible decision in this matter, we respectlully desire to point out to your 
Excellency that, in our opinion, the appointment of such a CommiSBlOn 
is premature, having regard to the fact that the great majority of those 
persons most concerned are absent from Joba.nnesburF', and thus 
debarred from supplying tha.t evidenc~ upon which alone the report of 
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