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Lord Salisbury does not exaggerate our danger, although 
possibly England might survive even the capture of its capital. 
Lord Rosebery, speaking in vaguer terms, has anticipated his 
warning. That we should have to admit that the country 
is "denuded of its Army and Militia," and that; this Empire 
is literally wearing its heart upon its sleeve for daws to peck 
at is sufficient to prove that our rulers have lost even that 
rudimentary faculty for government-the instinct for self
preservation. Just think for a moment what it means l 
The Prime Minister asserts that a blow struck home to the 
capital of such an Empire as ours would be an irretrievable 
disaster-" an end to the history of England." 

Yet, although Ministers admit the peril, and admit also 
the possibility that at any moment the enormously increased 
offensive forces of modern civilisation may be hurled in one 
great wave upon our shores, what have they done to guard 
against it? 

Is there a third-rate State in Europe which has not taken 
greater precautions to protect its capital than have been taken 
to protect London, the vulnerable he.o'l.rt of the greatest Empire 
in the world ? 

When 1\Ir. Rhodes was in London last month I confessed 
to him in the bitterness of my soul that there had been a 
great slump in my Imperialism within the last year or two. 
"Why?" asked !fr. Rhodes. "Because," I replied, "while 
we have been expanding and aunexing and conquering whole 
continents abroad, in the belief that we were a go>erning race 
with infinite capacit;y for Empire, a close examination of the 
state of our Army, snd, above all, the unprotect«d condition of 
our capital, has driven home the conviction that the available 
intellect of our rulers and governors, instead of being capable 
of governing an Empire, is incompetent to manage an ordinary 
cabbage garden." 

This may seem to some exaggerated. But is it not justified 
by Lord Salisbury's speech? 

What is wanted is "a real brain." Of unreal brains the 
country has had enough. But what proof of real brain is there 
in Lord Salisbury's speech ? 

What is wanted is a uireetin~ brain, a Government that 
t:an govern, a leader who will lead. .A.n exhortation to form 
rifle clubs is admirable, no doubt, but when we are told that 
" the defence of the country is not the business of the War 
Offi.ce or the Government," is it not time to protest? 
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I don't wnnt to send Lord Lansdowne to Tower Hill or 
Lord Salisbury to the block. But, seriously speaking, 'vould 
they not both richly deserve impeachment, if, as the result of 
their failure to organise the available forces of national defence, 
the history of England were to be brought to a sudden end in 
the manner Lord Salisbury has foreshadowed ? Lord Alcester 
used to tell me in 188± that he was quite sure he and the other 
Lords of the Admiralty would be hanged from the lamp-posts 
opposite Whitehnll if ever this country wore involved in war 
with France. "And," he added, ruefully, "it would serve us 
jolly well right for letting the Navy down as we have done." 
The Navy has been rebuilt since then, and our naval supremacy 
re-established. But when we examine our second line of 
national defence-we find a state of things that might well 
lead Lord W olseley to echo Lord Alcestcr's foreboding. 

At the beginning of Lord Lansdownc's Administration of 
the Army a sum of money was voted by the House of Commons 
to provide for the creation and mnintenance of a series of 
forWied positions round London. These positions were not 
to be fortresses. They were to be fortified depots, where there 
would be stored trenching tools, barbed wire, and all the 
material of defensive war. The creation of these positions, 
the Honso of Commons was told, was regarded by the military 
authorities as indispensable for the protection of London from 
a sudden raid. If they were created and adequately provided 
with all the munitions of war, the Volunteers, when summoned 
for the defence of London, would find everything they wanted 
ready to their hand. It is now more than three years since 
that money was voted. 

Will Lord Lansdowne or :M:r. Wyndham say how many 
of these fortified positions, which were essential for the 
defence of London, have been constructed, and how many 
of them are at this moment supplied with the material of war 
which a defending army must have ready to hand on the 
outbreak of war ? 

This question may be answered satisfactorily, or it may be 
evaded. Let us at least know where we stand. The provision 
of these fortifieu positions is vital to the defence. of the heart 
of the Empire. This preparation in advance cannot be made 
by the individual citizen. It is the duty of th~ Government, 
and woe be to our rulers if they have left it unperformed 1 

W. T. STEAD. 
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eyes, that the material for military action, for aggression. i~ 
increasing in power and efficacy in every one of the great 
nations every year, while the temptations to exercise it, the 
territories of which it may give the po e~~ion and the key, are 
falling more and more at the di~posal of the chances of war. 
You must not be blind to that specie of danger which nm~t 
consk'\ntly beset you ; and allow me to remind you that a. a 
great maritime Power you stand in a special position. 

THE EXPOSED HEART OF THE EID'IRE. 

The great military Powers of the Continent, disposing- of 
great territory, have passed through unsuccessful wars which 
again and again h:we landed the enemy into their country, and 
yet they arc as strong, or ewn stronger, after the experience 
has passL"d by. Can we say with confidence that that would l1C 
the fact if London were the Hccne of a similar operation ? 
Rem em her what has happened to the .~rcat Maritime Power.' 
of the pasL, to Holland, and Spain, and Venice, and, if I may 
go into ancient times, to Carthage and to Tyre. In every case 
the great Maritime Power has l>een paralysed and killed, not 
by the disasters it may have sufl'ered in its pro'l'inces, or itg 
outlying dependencies-in every case it has succumbed to a 
ulow directed at the heart. (Hear, hear.) That is a lesson 
which a Power like <heat Britain ought not to neglect. o 
long as our heart was unstruck we might look with compara
tive indifference on the re. ult of anv war. If our distant 
]lrovinccs were affected we might ilo as we did in the 
Peninsular War-we might win them back again-but if 
our heart is once struck there is an end of the history of 
England. (Cheers.) Well, this leads me to some 'l'ery timely 
words which were ;;poken this afternoon by your Chancellor 
with respect to the duty of tlH\ Primrose League and of the 
whole population with regard to the defence of this country. 

THE NAVY AND NATIONAL DEFE:NC'E. 

Of course we have the J. T avy, and I firmly Lelieve that that 
defence will Le sufficient. But con~idering the prodigious, the 
enormous, interests which we have to r;afeguard, is it wise that 
all our eggs should be put into lt single Lasket? (Cheers.) 
Are we not bound to think of our national defence on land :
.\.nd our uational defence on land has thi difficulty attaclJCd 
to it. The problem is that we cannot have recourse to the 
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remedy, to the defence, to the protection which every nation 
on the Continent has had occasion to set up and to preserve, 
and to which its existence is now owing. Nothing in the 
nature of a conscription-that is to say nothing of a nature 
which requires the population of this country to leave their 
homes for a certain number of years to learn the military art
that, at present, as far as we can see, is not a remedy which 
the people of this country would accept. (Cheers.) 

THE PROBLEM. 

And what we have to look to, what we have to determine, 
is how is the manhood of this country to be utilised for the 
preservation of the Empire. We have abundance of men. 
We can see in South Africa how they can fight. (Much 
cheering.) There are no troops equal to them in the world. 
(Loud cheers.) But when the need comes-if ever the need 
should come--we must have them in sufficient numbers to 
make the enterprise of any enemy that should attack us 
absolutely hopeless. Now, it is on that point that I think 
the Primrose League may really ask itself if a patriotic duty 
does not fall upon it. If, when the danger comes, it were 
possible for the Government of the day to call upon an armed 
people, upon a people of whom every grown up man could 
handle his rifle, I do not think that, after the experience we 
have had in South Africa, even the most apprehensive would 
have any cause to fear for the result. (Cheers.) 

WHA.T WE HA. VE TO DO. 

But what we have to do is to induce the people to put 
themselves in a condition to defend the homes where they 
were bred and the country to which they are so deeply attached. 
(Cheers.) We have to induce them to learn the requisite art. 
I do not wish to trench for a moment upon the department of 
the War Office. I have no doubt our military advisers will do 
the utmost that they can for the development of our Auxiliary 
forces ; but I cannot help feeling that forces which are required 
to leave their homes can only be obtained to a certain extent 
and in certain numbers in our country, and that the effort to 
go further, however well iutentioned, at all events is liable to 
risk of failure. I do not wish the safety of this country to 
depend upon any such risk of failure or to depend on any such 
resource. 
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OUR " 1\IEN IN DUCKR.A.M." 

He has produced a force, on paper, within these islands of 
409,000 men. That in itself is a force which should command 
respect even in a great military nation. How is that body 
composed? It is composed of 98,000 Regular troops. 'I'hese 
Regular troops, I suspect, cannot stand a very searching 
analysis at the present moment. They are, I suspect, men 
who are too young to be sent to the front, and men who are 
required for the depots, and, in any case, there is a question to 
be asked about them. We are going to send 50,000 men out 
at once, not before they are needed, to reinforce our troops in 
South Africa. Are these 50,000 coming from the 98,000 
Regular troops, or are these !l8,000 Regular troops left after 
the 50,000 have been sent out ? The next item is 12,000 
Reserves. Have they been called out, or are they at home ? 
Then there are 7,000 Yeomanry. There are, further, 77,000 
Militia. These, as I understand, cannot at present be em
bodied, because we have no barracks to put them in. And, 
last of all, we have 215,000 Volunteers. 

THE VOLUNTE:ElRS :-AN "IMPOSSIBLE PROPOSAL." 

Now, my lords, is not this statement an endeavour to blind 
ourselves to the facts ? I have the highest respect for the 
Volunteers. They have given their time and their energy to 
their country, which have not, I understand, been always very 
cordially requited. But can these 215,000 Volunteers, by 
any stretch of the imagination, be called soldiers in the 
scientific sense of the word ? It is perfectly certain that 
they cannot be. And why is it perfectly certain that they 
cannot be? It is so on the showing of the noble marquis 
himself, who recommends that they ,shall have a month's 
training, or, in the case of Volunteer artillery, three months' 
training, when the weather permits. How has that proposal 
been received ? I venture to say with the unanimous con
demnation of all the people whom it affects and concerns. I 
venture to say there is no large employer of labour in this 
country who sanctions such a proposal or believes it to be 
workable. I will take one testimony. I like always to quote 
from colleagues or some ardent supporters of the Government. 
I will take The Scotsman, a well-known and respected paper, 
and more blindly devoted to the Government than any news-
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Well, in Russia there is no Pa.rliament, and J: suppose that ia a 
Constitution which the noble ma.rquiB would envy. But, at 
any rate, we see circumstances in Russia which make us pause. 
The ancient Empire of Petsia has been the witness, in these 
last days, to eventil to which England once would have had 
somethmg to say, but which ap~ to pass without any protest 
from England, and perhap5 wtthont any possibility of protest 
from England. When you see a want of amity on the :part of 
foreign Powers, when you see transactions going on in which 
thiB country is interested, and in which we have no longer a 
hand, I say it may be given to any of us, however light
hearted we may be, to pause and to ask the Government to 
take a large grasp of the situation, and to make proposals to 
the country which. are adeqnate to that situation. 

AN Emi:RGE~CY PROPOSITION. 

There are two divisions in which, I t~k, any auch pro
posals naturally group theD18elves-thoee which are }l8l'!DBUent 
and hich are great questiODII of TeOrganisa.tion, which I freely 
admit ~hould not be aiaeusaed now, and those which are tem
porary aud hich are IIUited to a great emergency lik~ the 
present, and which should be as large and swooping as you 
please. The main proposition with regard to the emergency 
-one which seems to me -to realise the grea.tn8118 of the situa
tion ...-is that for calling on old soldiers between twenty-five 
and forty-five ~rs of age, and the noble marquiB estimated 
that there were 170,000 men to come under too coi011r1 once 
more. True, from that source he did not anticipate above 
20,000 men. That is a very slight basis on which to re11 at a 
moment: like thiS ; but, at any rate, it is a l,)raetical proposal, 
an emergency proposal, and one which I for one welcome as a 
very timely proposal. ow, my lords, in that word "bely" 
lies a very peat psrt of the question. The Government, 
to my thinking, b&ve never been timelJ, and yet the essence 
of all modern warfare is that you should be, if poi$ble, before
hda with/our enemy. War was declared on October 11, 
I think, an since that time you have been sending tr®]llt to 
the frOnt. But immediately after that ea, and at that time, 
the bttrdler soldiers were in pouession of your territory. 
They diQ know that time was the essence of &he situation, and 
that, it Hem~ to me, is what Her Jfajesty'a Govemment han 
Deter yet realiBed and do no~ realise now~ When thia 1itUe 
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seheme is emausted-because it is a little scheme, and a grea~ 
part of it caDJlot be realised for some months ;ret-:how do 
JOU know :you will not be •mpelled to bring forward 
another P 

W AftBD, A BOLDBB SOBJDill, 

This scheme haa ab'eady been proved to be too late in the 
daJ, &Del later on :you will be com~ to produce another 
echeine of a much larger, of a much bolder, cUractet, and one 

biell, I believe, the coun~ Wl8 and is perfectly~ for. 
e bave had Olie great Uailq)le iti this matter-t6.e noble lord 

ho Spoke last, I think, alluded to ~he ewnl>bf fA the 
Umt.ed States. The United States, in their great Oi..O. 'War, 
dii ilot in time realise 'What a big busina they had on haD.CI. 
The 1ln& caD. of lfr. Liucoln'a for tloo!J WIIB for aometbiJJg 
like 6,000 ma. Hia 8ecretal1 of ar if I remember rightl1 
was am:iou that &he OabiJiet. at 1rhich $hat cJ.ecilioJi 
imind at should call for 500,000 'Dlefi. The>~e of 
Qui Treuury oijectecl to so larRe a eaU, and ao a .U wa11 made 
m April for 7S,ooo men, and ·In December the U!lited Slratee 
force~ amounted to 660,000 J lbl by ~lte time ~e W at 'W88 
oompl_etec! how ~ do p ~ W88 &he nQIIlbeJ- of men 
lllati the United States ha1l tmt m lheileld 1 TWG and ~ 
~millions I I do ~ wilh to be miiGnd'enlloocL I 
B.dtftllting 1ou to alii 660 men ar t,7JO;OOO Da. 1 
ftnt D~ of dui Jdbd. want timel7111e&81JN, and 1111 

• ., if ttae uaw had eanea for 500,ooo ... 
.. -..• ... aall"d ~~()Of) JUeD; ~qbt ilWer bave ae,ded ~more 



not show your face in South Africa. You lose the principal 
colony of your Empire, you lose the most important base you 
ba\·e outside these islands. But if you lose South Africa you 
lose a great deal more than that. The noble lord-I again 
quote his testimony-pointed out that this Empire resting
Ltrgely on prestige, these colonies that ha•e c0me so enthusi
astically to our support, have done so bccaust· they believe/ 
they are associating themselves with the most powerful 
Empire the world has ever seen. If you deprive them of 
that feeling, the life of your Empire is short. You will be 
shut up in these islands, one of which I fear does not love 
.nm. and your Empire outside these islands will break away 
from you, and where it i' without defence it will fall a prey to 
other nations. In the meantime you alone with your fleet 
will be in the midst of a Europe which has many scores to pay 
oti and will he only too ready to pay them off. If that be not 
a crisis, if that be not a matter of life and death, I know not 
what is. 

111.-The Threatened Heart of the Empire. 
Conscription for " predominance of Empire" is impossible. 

It would be eru y to defeat such a proposal, for the repugnance 
and horror with which compulsory soldier hood is regarded by our 
people are too strong to be overcome by all the glozing words 
of Jingo tern ptcrs. .1: ~ (JVertheles there is a real danger of 
Conscription coming in this country as it has come in other 
countries, noc for purposes of Imperial aggression, but under 
the dire compulsion of the neccssi~y of protecting our national 
inuependence. It is well to make this absolutely clear. 1l1any 
excellent people who are zealous against Conscription are also 
opposed to taking any measures for protecting our shores from 
invasion. They fail to see that the dread of invasion is the 
only key which is powerful enough to open the door to Con
scription. Ilence everything that renders invasion less pro
bable tends at bhc same time to render the advent of Con
scription more remote. Conscription is adopted everywhere 
under one plea : the overpowering instinct of self-preservation. 
All secondary con idcrations, such as the benefit of physical 
training and the moral advantages of submission to stringent 
di cipline, arc mere aftcr-thoughts-()onsolstions of despair, 
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such as those by which Lord Rosebery endeavoured to show 
that this war had left a balance to the good. No nation would 
ever submit to the enforced military servitude of the Conscrip
tion for such gains. One thing, and one thing only, reconciles 
nations to Conscription. It is a horrible pis after, but it. is 
preferable to invasion. To keep the off the soil of 
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secure. It has never been stronger, relatively or positively, 
than it is to-day. Against any invasion which had as its 
object the conquest of the country, it is an absolute safeguard. 
We can only be mvadcd by Germany or by Fran<--e. And our 
ships can be relied upon to render impossible the maintenance 
of the communications between the invading army and its 
Continental base, which are indispensable for supplying rein
forcements, provisions, and munitions of war. But an invasion 
for the sake of conquest is not the only danger with which we 
are threatened. There is another great danger to which we 
are exposed, viz., a predatory incursion a la Jame on for the 
purpose of striking a deadly blow at the capital of the Empire. 
Against such a raid our fleet is not an adequate protection. 
It could prevent the expeditionary force returning to the land 
from which it set out. It could not prevent its landing. If 
we arc to parry the demand for the introduction of compulsory 
military service, we shall have to provide otherwise for averting 
this peril. 

THE FLEET NO SECURITY AGAINST A RAID. 

The situation is not one for alarmist outcries. It is one 
which calls for vigilant examination of the actual facts. 
Refuges of lies, complacent sophi'lms, and confident assurances 
stand us in no stead in times of crisis. Hitherto we have 
relied for the safety of our capital from attack upon (1) the 
fleet, and (2) the army. It is admitted by our military and 
naval authorities that it is impossible to pin the fleet down 
to the Channel in time of war. One chief clement in the 
strength of navies is their mobility, and if they are tied by 
the leg to any station their effectiveness is largely destroyed. 
The necessity for concentrating the whole available force of 
fighting ships at any given point might compel the most 
cautious Government to strip the Channel of ships for a fort
night at a time. Even without any such overpowering 
necessity, the Channel Fleet frequently goes down to Gibraltar, 
a station from which it could not return in time to prevent a 
sudden landing on our southern shore. Hence sueccssive War 
Ministers, supported by unanimous Houses of Commons, have 
affirmed the necct>sity for making provision for the protection 
of London against predatory incursions. Lord Lansdownc, at 
the beginning of his administration, expressly affirmed the 
necessity of preparing betimes against such sudden attacks, 
and the preset! House of Commons has voted some trifi(' 
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towards the creation of a chain of fortified positions round 
London which would serve as centres for the Army of Defenca 
and depots for munitions and stores needed in the defence of 
the capital. If this was recognised as of vital importance when 
all our Army was at home, how much more important is it 
to-day, when our Army is locked up in the entanglement ol' 
South Africa, from which it can no more be extricated than 
General White can be extricated from Ladysmith ! 

THE CHANCE OF FOREIGN Co:\IPLICATIONS. 

How do \VC stand if, in the course of the next tweln~ 
months, any one of many ont.~tanding questions should involve 
us in a quarrel with our neighbours ? The gravity of our 
present situation lies in the fact that we haYe disarmed our 
country by interning the whole effective army in South 
Africa at the very time when our policy has excited against 
us an altogether unprecedented outburst of popular indigna
tion. It is a Yeritable fury of moral sentiment, a passion of 
righteous wrath against what seems to every European people 
a piratical enterprise against the independence of two small 
Republics, which is prompted by the avarice of the stock
jobber and masked by the cant of the Pharisee. They may 
be quite wrong. That is beside the question. The fact that 
this is their opinion is lmdisputed, and their conviction will 
govern their conduct. Nothing unites nations or individuals 
like a common detestation, and in the mutual loathing of 
our attack upon the Transvaal even the memory of Alsace 
and Lorraine is forgotten. For the first time for thirty years 
France knows that if she were to make war upon England she 
would have the enthusiastic support of the German people, and 
could rely upon the absolute neutrality of the German Govern
ment. Even if there had been no other reason for alarm, this 
disappearance of the one great safeguard which has served us 
for a generation might well give us pause. 

RUMOURS OF EUROPEAN ALLIANCES. 

What will happen is n6t that France will suddenly say to 
herself, " Behold now my secular enemy has left her capital 
open to a sudden foray from the Continent. Go to, let us try 
and 'rush' London ! " There is no danger of any such deliber
ately conceived bit of buccaneering. M. de Blowitz, in a very 
remarkable interview which appeared in the Tim,s of .J auuary :W, 
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explains exactly the method in which France will approach the 
problem, the ultimate solution of which by the sword may see 
the French· troops in occupation of Sydenham Hill before mid
summer. According to this "ex-Minister who still occupies 
a high position, a very well-informed Frenchman, who is 
thoroughly acquainted with what goes on behind the scenes," 
France sees her way to raise the solution of all outstanding 
questions, which are: (1) Newfoundland, (2) Madagascar, 
(3) Morocco, (4) Siam, (5) Egypt, (G) The New Hebrides. 
This ex-Minister said to M. de Blowitz :-

"Whatever happens henceforth, the prestige of England abroad is 
undergoing a fearful crisis, and I can predict and assure you that it will 
not be long before the attitude of an important portion of Europe will 
prove to England how serious this loss of prestige is, and how necessary 
it is for her to maintain her coolness and energy to face the new situation 
created for her by the Transvaal War. Pourparlers are now going on 
between three at least of the Continental Powers to force her to enter 
into negotiations for the settlement of the questions still pending by 
taking advantage of her present embarrassments." 

Of these questions, that which is most likely to lead to~war 
is that of Egypt. The ex-Minister says:-

"The Egyptian question must be broached and solved, and this we 
are certain we shall do with the co-operation of Europe. England may 
have evaded engsgements, but she is now unable to do so. I can state 
that negotiations are going on for common action, and I may add that 
Germany, far from wishing to delay French action, is rather encouraging 
and inciting it, while Russia is far from discouraging it. The agreement 
once concluded-and it is not the firat-betweeu France, Germany, and 
Russia, Italy and Austria will be promptly sounded. As to France, I 
have reason to believe that M. Paul Cambon, the Ambassador in London, 
will shortly have full instructions for enterin~ into a conversation with 
Lord Salisbury which ought speedily to lead to an application for the 
solutions of which I speak." 

I hear from other sources that these pourparlers are going 
on, for the result of which we may not have long to wait. 

SQUEEZED ALL ROUND. 

We are to be squeezed and blackmailed all round. At 
some point in the process we shall resist, and then we shall 
·plunge into the inevitable war. "Inevitable," because the 
position into which our Government hus allowed itself to drift 
in South Africa absolutely invites our rivals to take advantage 
of our self-created impotence. 
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With such schemes afoot in Europe it is obvious that 
peace is very precarious. We may at any moment be involved 
in war with a European Power, which will have the moral 
support of Ml the other Powers and all the peoples on the 
Continent. How are we prepared to meet such a contiagency f 
It is no use talking of Conscription as if that would be an 
infallible specific. The resistance which any attempt to 
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and thirdly to arrange for removing the British fleet as far as 
possible from the place where the coup de gnlte must be 
delivered . 

.A. DE.A.TH BLOW AT THE E:MPIRE'S HEART. 

All this having been successfully accomplished, the way 
would be cleared for the last move but one before the over
throw of the Empire. Popular passion having been artfully 

Waltftalfl 
(t (l A\m.3~f!) 

Romford 

~ 

LOI-IDON'S CIRCLE OF DEFENSIVE POSITIONS. 

fomented, the Press practically gagged, and the Opposition 
cowed into silence, what would be easier than to induce 
Ministers to order as a demonstration of energy the complete 
denuding of the country of all its military resources ? So 
long as our fleet is supreme upon the seas no scheme of the 
conquest of England by an invading army can be contempl:)ted . 
.But we live in an age of Raills. 'l'he possibility of a bold 
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Table showing Shipping Available for Transport 

French Steamers 

French Steam Tugs. 

Steam Canal Boats . 

Total French i::lteam Shipping . 

CAl,AIS. llOULOGNE. ROUEN. 

~ Tonnag~ Vessels. Tonnage. Vesse~~Tonnage. 

1 1,000 5 I 800 5 2,000 
3 1,000 

{~ 50 6 
20 11 

I 

50 10 
20 16 

15 

30 
20 
80 

---;:;--1 1,440 1----;;-- 5,3~- ~- 14,820 

------------.-----·-----
}. ! 1.000 5 I J ,00() 2 2,000 
~ 500 1 500 6 1,000 

I 
British Steamers 

1 300 1 

-----------__ I __ _ 

I 6 3,soo 6 5,5oo 8 1o,ooo Total British Steam Shipping . 

--------·------
Total.Fr.encbandBritishSteam)/ 17 1 5 ,240 I 29 10,820 57 28,820 

Sh1ppmg . . . . . . _ , _____ I __ 
Total Available Steam Shipping (French and 

French Sailing Ships' 
Fishing Boats . 

Canal Boats 

Total French Sailing Vessels . 

2 
50 

400 
20 96 20 

I 

2 EOO 

130 50 

-------·--------
52 1,800 96 1 1,920 132 8,100 

British Sailing-Sh-ips_.__,__,~-~---~-=~-
Total Available Sailing Shipping (French and 
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in the Principal French Channel Ports. 

HAVRE. TROUVILLE. CHERBOURG. BREST. TOTAL. 

- --- --· - - -- - -- --
Vessels. Tonnage. Vessels. Tonnage. Vessels. Tonnage. Vessels. Tonnage. Ve<sels.) Tonnage. 

--------------------------~-

2 9,000 3 800 9 500 
1 10,000 . 2 1,000 3 800 } 

1 5,000 3 200 
2 2,000 53 77,600 

9 900 I 2 800 I 

2 500 
4 100 1 30 5 40 2 20 } 77 2 610 

12 30 ' I 15 1,2oo 

----------------··- -
35 48,460 1 30 10 i 4,600 17 7,540 145 82,210 

-----1---1-----·----·,-
i 1

1 ·~~~ } 32 
1

29,700 
800 2 1,000 1 

6 800 

----- ---1------

8 6,800 1 800 3 2,800 I 

----- 1- --·-

48 55,260 2 830 13 7,400 17 1 7,540 

British), 177 vessels of 111,910 tons gross. 

{ ~ 
125 

800 
500 
20 35 20 

1 
5 

50 

800 
400 

20 

3 
3 

40 

800} 
300 
20 

--1-
32 29,700 

--1-

22 13,000 

351 10,800 

130 6,500 

------------ --I-----------
8G 7,000 35 I 700 56 3,800 46 4,100 503 27,400 

- 4 ,---:-1-l-l--1-1-4 '::-

British), 505 vessels of 30,600 tons gross. 
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HOW ARE WE PREPARED ?-I~ MEN. 
Our arsenals are empty. Lord Rosebery boastfully declared 

the other day that our enemies had not yet got to the bottom 
of the resources of Old England. Not quite. But we have for the 
moment got to the bottom of our resources in the shape of trained 
soldiery and modern weapons of war. To supply Lord Roberts 
with the troops which he needs we have drained our barracks 
until we have now only 10,000 more soldiers of the regular 
army available for service abroad. We have mustered up our 
last Reserves, we have called out the Militia, we have creamed 
the Volunteers, and have raked the country for Yeomanry. 
We have summoned from near and from far the available 
forces of the Colonies. We have done all that, and how do 
we stand to-day ? We are simply cleaned out of regular troops. 
Our barracks contain weedy boys, reservists rejected as medically 
unfit for service, time-expired soldiers, and untrained militia
men. We dare not withdraw another soldier from the garrison 
with which the Unionist Administration maintains the authority 
of the Queen in Ireland. The garrison in India is 15,000 
below its normal standard of strength. 

ALL THE ARMY WE ITA VE LEFT. 

Mr. Arnold Forster, speaking in the debate on the Address, 
said, without being corrected or contradicted :-

"At present we were without any org-anised Army in the United 
Kingdom. A<~ soon as the troops unrlPr orders bad gone, there would be 
left six battalions of infantry of the Line, and three battalions of Guards 
-all under strength, and, as far as tho Line was concerned, largely 
composed of men unfit for acthTe service-and nine cavalry regiments, 
some without horses, and all under strength. These troops were without 
trains, guns, equipment, ll.nd proper reserves of ammunition and stores; 
and, therefore, they could not be regarded as an organised Army. As to 
the Militia, a large number of the most efficient battalions bad been sent 
out of the country. One battalion now doing garrison duty in the United 
Kingdom was 550 strong, and 120 of the best men were drafted away to 
do duty as Militia reserve with the Line battalion. Two companies of 
the Line battalion had been added; but these men were unfit for service. 

As for artillery, we have absolutely denuded ourselves of guns 
in order to send out batteries to Africa. 
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WHAT THE CAPTURE OF LONDON WOULD MEAN. 

The supposition that fifty thousand trained troops with two 
hundred and fifty quick-firing guns could capture a city of five 
millions may seem extravagant, and some may talk of defending 
the streets with barricades, etc. All that is folly. The in
vader, after burning W oolwich and sinking obstructions in the 
Thames, would have London at his mercy. He need only 
occupy the water-works at Surbiton to have the water supply 
of three millions of people in his hands. From Sydenham or 
Hampstead he could shell London into mad panic, and exact 
at discretion whatever supplies he needed for his troops. With 
London at his mercy he could dictate terms. Even if they 
were worsted in the end, the raiders, when things came to the 
worst, would always be in a position to exact terms of surrender 
that would enable them to return home. But if they had to 
surrender as prisoners of war, that would be nothing compared 
to the immense importance of having driven the blade of the 
invader's sword up to the hilt in the heart of the British 
Empire. 

HOW IT MIGHT cmiE ABOUT. 

Of course I do not for a moment suggest that the French 
will deliberately say to themselves, "Go to, now. Our hated 
rival has voluntarily cast aside her military armour. Let us 
endeavour to strike at London." Things will not come about 
in that way. What is much more likely to happen is that we 
shall get into a quarrel with France either about Newfound
land fisheries or about Delagoa Bay, or about any of the in
numerable incidents which crop up from time to time between 
Englishmen and Frenchmen in all parts of the world. Quarrels 
arise easily enough in times of profound peace ; but when war 
is in the air, and the atmosphere is tremulous with cannon 
thunder, the excitable temperament of our neighbours is much 
more likely to give way under the promptings of passion and 
of pride. We have, to say the least, set them a very good 
example on that score. France was needlessly humiliated by 
the fashion in which the evacuation of Fashoda was forced 
upon them the year before last. There is hardly a soldier in 
France who does not feel that France has much more to avenge 
in Fashoda than ever We' had about Majuba. They have 
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the general debtlcle by making pie of the whole Volunteer force. 
In those circumstances where slwuld we be if the possible, nay, 
the probable event should happen of an armed collision with 
France? 

E~ ROUTE TO SEDAN. 

I sincerely hope that this supreme disaster will not befall 
us ; but such a catastrophe is at least as much within the pale 
of possibility as the capture of Paris was to the Parisians when 
they launched the legions of the Second Empire 011 the famous 
march to Berlin which terminated at Sedan. The overthrow 
of France, although directly brought about by the superior 
skill and numbers of the Germans, had nevertheless its roots 
in the moral deterioration of the people. Can any one who 
has looked over the London Press for the last three months 
doubt that most of the elements which led to the overthrow 

,., of France in 1870 are present in our midst to-day? In Mr. 
Chamberlain we have a second and more blatant Emile Ollivier, 
and Lord Lansdowne, judging from the results apparent in 
South Africa, is no better prepared than was Napoleon Ill. for 
a great; trial of international streng!ih. It may so happen that 
a merciful Providence will afflict us with sufficient disaster in 
South Africa to compel our people to look facts i11 the face 
seriously ; but if the warning hitherto written in letters of 
flame on the walls of our African Empire should fade and 
disappear, wiped out by a victorious march to Pretoria, it is 
to be feared that we, too, may find our Sedan nearer homo, 
and say good-bye to our posit;ion as a Groat Power among 
the natio11s of the earth. 

WII.AT SHOULD BE DONE? 

What should not be done is to postpone doing anything 
until the Government has forced through Parliament the Bill 
enforcing the ballot for the Militia. What is wanted is not 
compulsion to collect more food for powuer. We want brain 
to use the men we have already at command. When I dis
cussed the question of Conscription with M. de Laveleye a 
dozen years ago I remember posing him by asking what was 
the use of demanding the arming of millions when our 
authorities are quite incapable of welding the half-a-million 
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the first time, enable us to understand where we are, and to 
realise what we need to put our capital in a proper posture of 
defence. 

STRENGTHEN THE VOLUNTEERS. 

From this day onward every effort should be made to 
increase the number and efficiency of the Volunteers. Tile 
effort made by Mr. R. M. Littler, Chairman of the Middlesex 
County Council, to secure the co-operation of all County 
Councils in developing tbe Volunteer corps cannot be too 
warmly commended. ll:fr. Littler, in the circular which began 
his movement, declares quite truly that the position of tile 
Volunteers is not satisfactory. "They are noL provided with 
the necessary number of drill sheds, nor are there sufficient 
ranges. Scarcely one of the corps is fully equipped for all 
emergencies, while the Government allowance of ammunition 
is insufficient to make marksmen of the average recruit." 
Over and above these deficiencies, none of the Volunteers are 
exercised in the indispensable art of digging trenches in which 
they can shelter themselves from the enemy's fire. The spade 
is as indispensable as the rifle in modem warfare, and every
one should be taught to use it. The MuniciJ>ality or the 
County or Parish Council sho11ld be encouraged to maintain a 
rifle range in every village. !IJ need not be a long range. 
The shooting gallery at rural fairs shows how popular shooting 
at a target is with our common people. Rifles and cartridges 
should be provided at a nominal price for all who choose to 
practise at the bulls. 

DEVELOP THE CYCLI~T VOLUNTEERS. 

The lessons of the Boer War will indeed have been thrown 
away upon us if we do not realise the priceless value of mobility 
in a field force. There is no chance of our being able to im
provise a force of mounted infantry. What we can do is to 
recognise that in the cycle we have an admirable substitute 
for the Boor pony. The cycle needs no provender. It is as 
hard as nails. It has no feelings, and it never tires. The 
Cyclist Corps could cover twenty or thirty miles a day with 
ease, and go fresh into action. If a Cyclist Corps 10,000 
strong were to be raised-and it might easily be done, especially 
if women were permitted to enter the ranks-it would be an 
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incalculable addition to the effective force of the defendem 
of London. All this can be taken in hand at once. All that 
the Volunteem need is encouragement. They need spades, 
cycles, cartridges, and direction. At present they have none 
of these things. The result is no one takes them seriously, 
and in this hour of England's peril if war bn>ke out to-morrow 
no Volunteer would have the least idea as to what he ought 
to do, where he ought to go, or how he was to be fed and 
supplied with cartridges. 

n\n:NCE NOT DEFLUl'CE. 

What is absolutely indispensable is that there must be no 
muddling up and mixing the Volunteem, who are enrolled for 
the defence of our shores, with the forces which are being used 
for the predatory excursions of an aggressive Jingoism. To 
all schemes for strengthening the force despatched to prosecute 
an unjust war we offer the moat uncompromising opposition. 
AJJ.y attempt to seize men by force and compel them to fight in 
this war of foreign conquest would justify both passive and 
active resistance. But the defence of our own shores is another 
matter. That must be undertaken by the nation. Volunteers 
enough will be forthcoming if the Government will treat them 
with civility, organise them with intelligence, and supply them 
with weapons and opportunities for becoming efficient. But 
there is no time to be lost. 

POSTSOBIPT. 
Jltlfth 80. 

After spending a week in Paris, I was painfully impressed 
by the similarity-nay, almost the identity-of the frenzy 
which afllicts both nations. Our affair Kruger is the English 
counterpart to the affaire Dreyfus. 

The strange thing is that the ationalists, who are pur
suing this delirious course, are utterly unable to see that our 
Jingoes, who are breaking meetings, gagging journals, and 
wrecking houses, are suffering from the same malady which 
afDicts l!'rance. Hatred, intolerance, suspicion, all the deadly 
sins converted into political virtues, breed the same evil results 
in both countries. But the sn1Jerers are afllicted with mutual 
hate. Victims of the same malady, they detest in each other 
the symptoms of their common disease. The Nationalists are 
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passionately opposed to our war in the Transvaal. Everywhere 
you hear the same talk, " Our brothers of the Transvaal." 
They do not say, "Our Brother Boer," but the assertion of 
brotherhood with the burghers is universal. Even the gamins, 
and the concierges, and the peasants are full of the notion that 
France has failed in her duty to their brothers in Africa. . In 
more educated circles they of what we are doing in 
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There are mutterings of a Congress, as at Berlin at the close 
of the War; for Europe, it is asserted, cannot allow the ex
tinction of a sovereign international State-as the Orange 
Free State is admitted to be-without having a word to say 
in the matter. There is no fixed intention to interfere; there 
is only a deep-seated, passionate desire to make things as un
pleasant as possible for England. They feel towards us as 
Messrs. Fitzpatrick, Rhodes, and Oo. felt towards Paul Kruger 
twelve months since. They do not intend to declare War, but 
they feel that England must be humiliated someway and some
how, and they are not likely to be very particular as to the 
weapon by which this is to be brought about. 

The present Ministry is free from this passionate pre
occupying thought of the Frenchman in the street. It is 
entirely pacific, and absolutely under the influence of the 
money power, which is so potent in London and in Washing
ton. But they told me that M. Delcasse ia more and more 
under the influence of M. Hanotaux, and that not a month 
ago he actually meditated re-opening the Egyptian question, 
in the belief that the moment was propitious for fixing a date 
of the English occupation. Fortunately, the Prime Minister, 
M. W aldeck Rousseau, heard of it before M. Oambon received 
his final instructions, otherwise the fat would have been in the 
fire indeed. We are not likely to have any serious trouble of 
that kind until after the Exhibition is over. But then? 

After the Exhibition the deluge I The Ministry will not be 
upset till then. The influx of forei~ers will keep the trades
people and ouvriers well employed. But when the Exhibition 
is over we have the experience of Ohicago to ·guide us as to 
the reaction and want of employment that follows. In the 
Army there is a universal wish for some general of the 
Boulanger type, who will make France once more respected 
among the nations. But for fatal jealousy among the generals 
a military dictatorship would have been established last year. 
If the political •nd economic crises should coincide at the 
close of the Exhibition with an international complication in 
South Africa or elsewhere we may not have long to wait 
before experiencing somewhat of the wretchedness we are so 
bnsilr inflicting upon the Dutch of South Africa. 

There is no fixed resolution on the part of the wildest 
French Ohanvinist to make war upon England. Military and 
naval experts, of course, discuss the probable course of such a 
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war, as 'tis their duty to. But our danger does not lie in the 
reasoned adoption of a policy of war. It is much more serious. 
The man in the street in France and in England at this 
moment is rolling drunk with the heady wine of Nationalism 
and Jingoism. They regard each other with intense suspicion 
and deep-rooted dislike. Both are armed to the teeth. In 
their promenade up and down the international thoroughfare 
no one can say how soon or how violently they may reel up 
against each other in some narrow alley where one or the 
other must back down and out. .And there is only one 
opinion everywhere that if that should occur France will 
fight. Never again will she submit to a Fashoda humiliation. 
Those who are optimist, and believe that peace is a possibility, 
say that there will be no war because England is so crippled 
by her entanglement in South .Africa, she will have to back 
out and give in. The possibility that France will accept 
another Fashoda is absolutely out of the question. But with 
Mr. Chamberlain-" the most dangerous animal at present at 
large in the world," as a French journalist described him the 
other day-apparently supreme in the British Cabinet, that 
hope of peace is but slight. 

And if there should be War, of one thing we may count 
with absolute certainty. However difficult, however desperate 
the venture may seem, the French will attempt to rush 
London. There may be, probably will be, a landing in 
Ireland, but the whole hope of the :French will lie in a thrust 
at the heart of the Empire. They are well acquainted with 
our lack of artillery, and the utter breakdown of all military 
organisation at home, resulting from the War in South .Africa. 
Give them but twenty-four hours' command of the Channel, 
and they believe nothing could stop them from being in 
London in a week. 

I can only say, in conclusion, that I came back more than 
ever convinced that while no sane or responsible person in 
France wills a war with England, the state of public feeling on 
both sides of the Channel is so exasperated that no one can 
feel any security that War may not break out before Christmas. 
And that being the case I am disposed to press more urgently 
than ever for an experimental mobilisation rotmd London at 
Whitsuntide of the whole Volunteer force of the country, if 
only that we may realise what is absolutely indispensable to 
safeguard the capital from a sudden raid from France. 
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such catastrophe, if the argument is conducted on both sides with e. 
sincere desire to avoid such a calamity. Bot is there such a desire? 
Certainly one would think not, after perusing many French and English 
newspaperti; they seem to be deliberately trying every means of hurrying 
on war. Nor is this any new attitude on their part; it dates from a very 
long way back." 

THE REAL DANGER. 

Thus we have it that the real causa causans of trouble is 
the existence of the journalist. He is rapidly becoming the 
enemy of the human race. Of course Mr. Chamberlain would 
have us believe that the French caricaturists are the only 
people to blame in this matter ; but, as Baron de Coubertin 
says, our Press is by no means blameless. He says :-

"It must not be thought that the three or four offensive caricatures 
of the Queen (tbat was the sum total) which appeared in Paris made at 
all a good impression outside the circle of boulevardiers, who have no 
respect for anything. Such manifestations were very severely condemned 
by French public opinion, anrl I met with more than one Frenchman, by 
no means friendly to England, who had been roused to indignation. But 
tlds indignation was much diminished when it was seen that though the 
English Press was angry with France, it affected complete ignorance of 
the more numerous and serious attacks issuing from Germany." 

He complains that the English attacks on France in the 
English Press have been much more virulent and bitter than 
any that have appeared in I?nmce upon England. He 
says:-

"I have myself noticed that in every English-speaking country the 
Press habitually uses in•ulting terms in speaking of France; both in the 
United States, and still more in Austrnlia, its pronouncements have been 
absurdly malevolent." 

AN ANTI-FRENCH SYNDICATE ? 

Why the newspapers should deliberately set about goading 
two nations into war he frankly declares he does not under
stand, but he makes a suggestion which is very curious. He 
says:-

"There is really no possible c:Kphmntion, except mere force of habit, 
for the bitt~mets and insult indulged in to such e:Kcess by the Press of 
both countries. Lately these attacks have grown oo violent, especially in 
England, that we have bt>gnn to credit the English Press with obeyiug a 
word of command, or with baying been bribed to incite France to war. 
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Baron de Coubertin has written the admirable article which he 
concludes as follows :-

"Here, then, is my conclusion. There is no motive for war, yet war 
is possible, and even probable, if the two nations continue to cherish such 
illusions about each other, if they make no serious efforts towards mutual 
comprehension: if they are not firmly resolved to respect each other, even 
where comprehension fails; if French opinion does not silence the cari
caturists and national faddists ; and if, on the other hand, English opinion 
does not call upon its Government and its newspapers to confine them
selves to the proper limits of international courtesy, which have too often 
been overstepped." 

LO!o!~N; PB.INTIID BY WILLIAM CLOWES AXD SO~S, LIMITED, STAHFORD ST.IlBBT 
AND CUA...UING CllOtiS. 
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