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nition should extend to the ladies who have so readily placed!
their services at the disposal of the Department and of the:
Executive Committee.

The Accounts, duly audited by Mr. Victor Bauer, chartered
accountant, to whom the best thanks of the Committee are due,
show that of an expenditure of £2,634, only £168 went in
salaries, and £94 in office rent. All the rest of the money was-
spent in printing, postage, and public meetings.

The Committée, in reviewing this record of its stewardship,
appeals confidently to the public for a renewal of support.
It has never flinched from bearing testimony to the cause of
Peace, of Liberty, and. of Justice. Never before in any war
have the Friends of Peace found an organisation that had both
the will and the capacity to keep sounding continually in the ears.
of a war-maddened nation the fundamental principles of inter-
national morality. Not even the thunder of the cannon was
allowed to silence their protest. In the midst of the universal
execration and amazed contempt which British policy excites
everywhere outside the frontiers of the Empire, the Committee
has the satisfaction of having compelled even our most unsparing
critics to admit that after all there is something left to admire in
England in the vigour and enthusiasm with which the opponents.
of the war have maintained their protest against it.

The war is not over and there is little prospect of its speedy
termination. Every day that it drags along adds to the ranks of
those who believe that it never should have begun. Those who-
detest the war need more than ever some rallying centre round
which they can gather. This Committee firmly believes that it is-
as necessary now as ever to maintain its stern protest against the-
war with uncompromising directness and unfaltering emphasis ;.
and to enable all who desire to do so to declare their determina-
tion to wash their hands of all responsibility for the innocent.
blood unjustly shed in an attempt to annex territory to which we:
have no title, by the deliberate extermination of a race which.
has proved its right to independence by a display of patriotic
valour and heroic self-sacrifice unparalleled in modern history.

The logic of events has already gone far to justify the-
arguments, the assertions, and predictions by which the Com-
mittee opposed the war. When the war broke out the Ministers.
and members of the Front Opposition Bench agreed in believing
that some £ 10,000,000 sterling would suffice to settle the diffi-
culty, and secure the conquest of the two Republics. The loss
of life necessitated by this appeal to arms was estimated at a.
few hundreds. The war was declared to be a mere incident
which would be forgotten in a few months. Against these:
confident anticipations the Committee in its appeal to the:
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public declared that to attempt to put the war through would
mean the sacrifice of the lives of 20,000 of our men, the slaughter
of at least as many brave Boers, hard times for the poor, dis-
location of trade, increase of taxes, the waste of £ 100,000,000
-of our hard-earned money, and in the end conscription. The
Committee went on to say that if we waded through blood to
hoist the Union Jack at Pretoria, our difficulties would then only
have begun. ¢ We shall have conquered a people we cannot
govern. We can never govern them with their consent. If we
try to govern them against their will we shall have to keep
50,000 soldiers in their country.” Of all these predictions that
-about conscription is the only one which has not been fulfilled so
far as we are concerned. Fortunately the loss of life among the
Boers does not seem to have yet reached the figure of 20,000,
but the process of attrition which is being kept up, may, unless
the war is stopped, bring their casualties up to that figure. On
the other hand, we have lost in deaths about 14,000, while
40,000 more have been invalided home from wounds and sick-
ness. The prediction as to the number of men necessary to
govern the country without the consent of the Boers was under-
estimated. At the time it was ridiculed as a preposterous
-exaggeration. But at this moment, although we have over
200,000 men in South Africa, an urgent appeal is made for
40,000 more.

The Committee feels that as it accurately diagnosed the
future more than twelve months ago it may appeal with some
confidence to its supporters. Its policy in the future as in
the past is one of uncompromising opposition to the war. The
formula ¢ Stop the War and Stop it Now,” is as sound to-day
as it was when the Committee was constituted, and the war can
be stopped only in one of two ways. Either the Dutch must be
-exterminated, or we must complete our evacuation of the two
Republics, and concede that demand for arbitration which the
Boers have made from the first. At present Lord Kitchener is
-evacuating the country on lateral lines. That is to say, he is
retreating from all positions except those on the lines of railway.
It is a confession that he has not conquered the Republics; he
has only seized their railways and the towns through which they
‘pass, and to hold them and nothing else is the task for which he
regards 200,000 men as all too few.

The Committee, therefore, appeals with confidence for a
renewal of subscriptions to enable it to keep up a mitraille of
pamphlets, broadsheets, and leaflets for the purpose of driving
-conviction into the public mind as to the insanity and criminality
-of this war. The time is not one which calls for mealy-mouthed
utterances. The Committee believes that this war, which
from its beginning was a crime without justification or excuse,
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has now degenerated into a campaign of extermination, carried
out by a policy of systematic devastation, the like of which for
atrocity can only be paralleled in our time by the operations
of the Turks in Armenia and Bulgaria. Never before has the
British nation attempted the extermination of an entire nation-
ality. Never before have we waged unrelenting war upon the
women and children of brave men whom we are unable to
subdue in battle. This professedly Christian nation is now pro-
ceeding in a policy of murder, wholesale and retail, which
renders our religion a hollow farce, and exposes us to the con-
tempt and execration even of the heathen world.

Face to face with such a phenomenon of unprecedented
crime there is only one thing for us to do, and that is to Stop the
War and Stop it at once, and stop it in the only way in which it
can be stopped—by ceasing to murder and to steal, by retiring
within our own possessions, and making such amends as we can
to the people whose homesteads we have burnt, and whose
country we have converted into a blackened wilderness. «

SILAS K. HOCKING,

Chairman.

ALFRED MARKS,

Hon. Treasurer.

HAROLD RYLETT,
Hon. Secretary.

4, Crock Housg,

ARUNDEL STREET, STRAND,
W.C.

[For Balance Sheet, see next page.]



« STOP-THE-WAR” COMMITTEE.

BALANCE SHEET from January 11 to December 31, 1900.

RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE.
£ s d Lo 55 s
Subscriptions ... st 255860 SRANE et of Offices 04 14 5
Sums collected at meetings... 45 18 g Salatics R o 16
Sums received for publications ... 88 1T 7 Expenses of meetings N R
Printing, advertising, purchase of
books, etc. s FBABT6'L 9
Postage and carriage of parcels ... 615 19 &
Office expenses and sundries 165 17 10
Outstanding accounts (printing) ... 101 18 9
. Balance on December 31 .. 2= 1.8
g £2,720-%3 30» | £2,720 13. 10

ALFRED MARKS, Hon. Treas.
Audited and found correct, : ,
Victor Baukr, Chartered Accountant,
Fanuary 9, 19ot. 166, Adelaide Road, London, N.W,
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